
I
n recent Karnataka elections
we ran a massive drive for 20
days at stretch targeting Hindi

readers. Community
organizations and women groups
actively particiated with
conviction to vote for right person
and party. Interestingly, the voting
percentage in the state increased
by 8 per cent. In Rajasthan
elections 2008 the polling had gone
up by 4%, by 9% in W Bengal and
19% in Tanil Nadu in 2011
assembly elections after public
movement by Patrika.

Jaago Janmat is a sustained
democracy  campaign for
accountability and public pressure
for performance of elected
representatives. Patrika started
Pre-Election Voter Awareness
Campaign – Jaago Janmat as a fore
runner for assembly elections in
Nov. 2008. Jaago Janmat Yatra
travelled a distance of 15,840 km
and covered all 200 constituencies
in 1628 towns in 33 districts of
Rajasthan with the aim of

mobilizing public opinion to elect
young and educated with clean
background. Party manifesto
through public participation was
also a part of this exercise.
Pamphlets, posters and banners
were distributed along the way
and through loudspeakers voters
were beckoned to go for voting. As
a pre-election strategy various
programmes like Samvaad Setu –
public in conversation with
opinion makers, Aamne Samne –
Live debates amongst contesting
candidates, Chunavi Adaalat -
Election Court were organized.

During the election days 24
teams of reporters reported from
every city, town and village. Special
pages with rich content and
analysis, Chunavi Nagada were
carried out. Post election the
campaign focused on performance
of MLA in assembly through their
report card on defined parameters.
Voters also evaluated their MLAs by
written feedback that was published
in each edition separately.
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T
hrough innovative news coverage,
cartoons, graphics and speech tracking
and analysis , facts were presented to the

public to empower for right choice of
candidates in assembly. It was in 2008 state
elections when massive drive spread out the
message of right choice of representative.
Almost 1100 candidates signed a pledge to work
for development and various issues. Out of
these 160 candidates won the election. Jaago
Janmat is an all emcompassing campaign that
knows no end point. Now was the time to
ponder whether right choice had been made.
Winning contestants were judged on 10 points
about their performance in their constituency
and legislative assembly. It is a journey ready to
launch yet another drive. Campaign gears up
for 2013 assembly elections in Raj, MP and CG.

T
hose
willing
to 

be a part of our
campaigns 
can become MAG
volunteers, get 
associated as interns or
partners  and support the
ongoing and innovative
initiatives.
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Patrika
Connect

Citizens initiative to clean up filth  from

stinking alleys of the towns, hospitals,

parks; story of a doomed village and

ticking time bomb for TB

Sensitizing on the issues

of disability, bridging the bridge for

their inclusion in society and

massive drive for ramp  

Celebrating 
Life

Students of
Lakshmi

Narayan Girls
School in Raipur,

Chhattisgarh
forming a chain

to secure their
space in the

hearts of all



·¤
ÚUèÕ °·¤ âæÜ ÂãUÜð ÅUèÕè ÚUæð» ÂÚU â×æ¿æÚU ÕÙæÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ÁÕ ãU×
ÁØÂéÚU ·¤è ¿æÚUÎèßæÚUè ×ð´ ÅUèÕè ÂýÖæçßÌ §UÜæ·¤æð´ ×ð´ Âãé´U¿ð Ìæð ãUæÜæÌ
ãñUÚUæÙè ÖÚÔU ÍðÐ ·¤ÚUèÕ-·¤ÚUèÕ ãUÚU ƒæÚU ×ð´ ÅUèÕè ·¤æ ×ÚUèÁ, ãUÚU ÎêâÚÔU ƒæÚU

×ð´ §Uââð ×æñÌÐ §UÙâð Öè ÕÎÌÚU ãUæÜæÌ ßãUæ´ ·¤è »´Î»è âð âÇ¸ ÚUãUè »çÜØæð´ ·ð¤
ÍðÐ ·¤ßÚÔUÁ Ìæð �Øæ...ØãUæ´ ·ð¤ ãUæÜæÌ Îæð ÂÜ
ÆUãUÚUÙð Áñâð Öè ÙãUè´ ÍðÐ Üðç·¤Ù §Uâ ÂêÚUð ·¤ßÚÔUÁ ×ð´
×éÛæð âæÍ ç×Üæ ¥ÙéÖßè ß ßçÚUDU âæÍè çÁÌð‹Îý
çâ´ãU àæð¹æßÌ ·¤æÐ ãU× Ùæ·¤ ÂÚU M¤×æÜ ÚU¹·¤ÚU
¥æ»ð ÕÉ¸UÌð ÚUãðUÐ âæÜæð´ âð §Uâ ÖæÚUè »´Î»è ·ð¤ Õè¿
ÚUãU ÚUãðU Üæð»æð´ ·¤æ âæÍ �æè ãU×ð ç×ÜæÐ ¥¿ÚUÁ ·¤è
ÕæÌ ØãU Öè Íè ç·¤ §UÙ×ð âð ·¤§üU Üæð» ßð Öè Íð
çÁÙ·ð¤ ÃØßâæØ ·ð¤ ·¤æÚU‡æ ÂêÚÔU §UÜæ·ð¤ ×ð´ »´Î»è
Èñ¤Ü ÚUãUè ÍèÐ ×‘ÀUè ÕæÁæÚU ·ð¤ Ìæð ×éãUæÙð âð ãUè
¥‹ÎÚU Âýßðàæ ·¤ÚUÙæ ÍæÐ ¥ÂçàæCU âÇ¸·¤æð´ ÂÚU ÇUæÜ
çÎ° Áæ ÚUãðU ÍðÐ ¹ñÚU... ÚUæÁSÍæÙ Âç˜æ·¤æ ×ð´ ØãUæ´ ·¤è

ÕÎãUæÜè ·¤è ÌSßèÚU Âý·¤æçàæÌ ·¤ÚUÙæ ãU×Ùð àæéM¤ ç·¤ØæÐ ÂãUÜð çÎÙ ßËÇüU �Üæâ
çâÅUè ·ð¤ çÎÜ ÂÚU UÅUèÕè ·¤æ ÙæâêÚU â×æ¿æÚU Âý×é¹Ìæ âð Âý·¤æçàæÌ ãéU¥æÐ §Uâ·ð¤
ÕæÎ Ìæð Ù»ÚU çÙ»×, ç¿ç·¤ˆâæ çßÖæ» âÖè ×éSÌñÎ ãUæð »°Ð Ù»ÚU çÙ»× Ùð
âÈ¤æ§üU ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æ ·¤æ× àæéM¤ ç·¤Øæ Ìæð ç¿ç·¤ˆâæ çßÖæ» Ùð ÅUèÕè ·ð¤ ×ÚUèÁæð´ ·¤æð
ç¿çqUÌ ·¤ÚUÙð ß ©UÙ·¤è Áæ´¿ ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æÐ âñ´·¤Ç¸æð´ Ù° ×ÚUèÁ âæ×Ùð ¥æ° Ìæð
âñ´·¤Ç¸æð´ ·¤æð âãUè §UÜæÁ ç×ÜÙæ àæéM¤ ç·¤ØæÐ §UÜæ·¤æ âæÈ¤ ãéU¥æÐ Üðç·¤Ù §UÙ
âÕâð Öè ÕÇ¸æ ¥ÙéÖß §Uâ ÂêÚÔU ·¤ßÚÔUÁ ×ð´ Áæð ç×Üæ ßãU Íæ ÁÙÌæ ·¤è Á×èÙè
â×SØæ ·¤æ ©Uâ·ð¤ Õè¿ Áæ·¤ÚU ·¤ßÚÔUÁ ·¤ÚUÙæ ¥æñÚU ©Uâð â×æŠææÙ ·ð¤ ÚUæSÌð Ì·¤
Üð ÁæÙæÐ §Uâ ·¤ßÚÔUÁ ·¤æð ØæÎ ·¤ÚU ¥æÁ Öè âé·ê¤Ù ç×ÜÌæ ãñUÐ 

Great Vision! Raising awareness
and eventually solving them. I
totally applaud the work and the
initiative taken to create a
paradigm shift in humanity.
Rajasthan Patrika hats off for
going beyond commercials and
being sensitive enough to reach
out to the needs of the
marginalised.

Interaction at ‘Ahsaas’ with like
minded people was certainly
positive experience. We need to
take the issue of disability
forward and  public attitude needs
to change. Forums like these
create awareness and things
would change. Much needs to be
done to have policies in place.

Prateek Agarwal
Software Developer

Visually Impaired

What a warm welcome! Touched by
the hospitality. Rajasthan as a
vibrant and colourful land has
always been fascinating. It was a
pleasure to interact with deaf and
mute children at Patrika office. We
came to know of our own
shortcomings in trying to
understand their questions.
Delighted to know Patrika is
standing firmly beside the cause of
disability. We need more media
houses with a soul.

Terence Lewis
Choreographer

Being a father of a daughter I
can’t imagine anybody being
brutal enough to kill their
helpless little girl. Female
foeticide is a social evil which
needs to be addressed with strict
measures. Patrika’s voice to save
girl child and women safety will
bear fruit in the long run.

Ajay Devgan
Actor

Irrfan, Soha,
Jimmy, Mahie 
Starcast of SBGR

T
here have
been sub-

stantial
stories flowing

from our MP
edition where

people throng-
ing to the
banks of

Narmada at
the call of the
newspaper to

devote time, to
take a pledge,

to set up water
wharves and

to participate in
making an off-

shoot plan to
restore the

sacred river.
Interestingly a

religious leader
in Jabalpur has

taken unto
himself to treat

Khanddhari
nullah, the

most atrocious
of all sewage

drainage pour-
ing into

Narmada by
setting up a

natural filtra-
tion plant at his

own expense
inviting experts

from
Maharashtra.

What better
service to reli-

gion than this?

Patrika MAG team is exploring ways to connect students, citizens and professionals to ignite ideas May 2013 15We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give - Sir Winston Churchill May 2013 2

www.mediaactiongroup.inComments www.mediaactiongroup.inTeam Work

C
M

Y
K

   

C
M

Y
K

   Young MAG team optimizes

online and Citizen Connect

initiatives. They plan, execute

and coordinate new campaigns

through rest of the vast teams

in different editions. They

engage interns and citizen

volunteers to be a part of our

cause campaigns and

investigative stories. Social

jurists and experts are adding

value to the content and taking

responsibility.

ãU
×·¤æð ·¤ãU ·ð¤ âæð »Øæ âêÚUÁ, ¥Õ çâÌæÚUæð´ ·¤è çÁ÷×ðÎæÚUè ãñU...ØãU
Â´çQ¤ ×ñ´Ùð ¥ÂÙè È¤æ§UÜ ·ð¤ ÂãUÜð Âóæð ÂÚU ÕÇð¸U ¥ÿæÚUæð´ ×ð´ çÜ¹è
ãéU§ü ãñÐ ÁÕ Öè ·¤æð§üU ÙØæ ¿éÙæñÌè âð ÖÚUæ ·¤æØü àæéM¤ ·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤

ÎæñÚUæÙ ·é¤ÀU ·¤×ÁæðÚUè ×ãUâêâ ·¤ÚUÌæ ãê´, ÌÕ ØãU ÂçQ¤Øæ´ Ù§üU ª¤Áæü ÎðÌè
ãñ´UÐ çÚUÂæðÅüUÚU ·ð¤ M¤Â ×ð´ ¹ÕÚUð´ ÜæÙæ ¥Ü»
·¤æØü ãñU ¥æñÚU Âç˜æ·¤æ âÚUæð·¤æÚUæð´ ·ð¤ çÜ° ¹ÕÚUð´
çÜ¹Ùæ ¥Ü»Ð Ù° çßáØ ·ð¤ çÜ° ÂãUÜð
ÅUè× ¥æñÚU çÈ¤Ú â×æÁ ·¤è ×æÙçâ·¤Ìæ ÌñØæÚU
·¤ÚUÙæ âãUÁ ÙãUè´ ãñUÐ ÕÇ¸è ¿éÙæñÌè ãñU ç·¤
âÖè ·¤æð âæÍ Üð·¤ÚU ·ñ âð ¿Üæ Áæ°Ð ¹ÕÚU´ð
·¤Öè ãñ´U ¥æñÚU ·¤Öè ÙãUè´, §Uââð È¤·ü¤ ÙãUè´
ÂÇ¸ÌæÐ Üðç·¤Ù ¥çÖØæÙ àæéM¤ ç·¤Øæ ãñU Ìæð
ÆUæðâ ÂçÚU‡ææ× Ì·¤ Ü»æÌæÚU ©Uâð Áèß‹Ì
ÕÙæ° ÚU¹Ùæ ¥çÙßæØü ãUæð ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ ØãUè
·¤æÚU‡æ ãñU ç·¤ ¥çÖØæÙ ãUÚU âæÍè ·¤æð ãUÚU
ßQ¤ ¿ðÌÙ ÕÙæ° ÚU¹Ìæ ãñUÐ 

ÂãUÜð ¥×ëÌ×-ÁÜ×¸÷ ¥æñÚU ãUÚUØæÜæð ÚUæÁSÍæÙ ¥çÖØæÙ âð â×æÁ
·¤æ ãUÚU ß»ü ÁéÇ¸æ, ¥Õ âÚUæð·¤æÚUæð´ ·¤æð Üð·¤ÚU ¥æñÚU ×ÁÕêÌè âð ·¤æ× ãUæð ÚUãUæ
ãñÐ  §Uâ×ð´ ·¤§üU ×égð °ðâð ãñ´U çÁâ×ð´ Ù§üU ÂèÉ¸Uè ·¤æð Öè Âç˜æ·¤æ ÂçÚUßæÚU ·¤æ
çãUSâæ ÕÙæÙð ·¤è ÂêÚUè »é´Áæ§Uàæ ãñUÐ çàæÿææ ·ð¤ ¥çŠæ·¤æÚU ·¤æÙêÙ ·ð¤ ÌãUÌ

çÙÁè S·ê¤Üæð´ ×ð´ çÙÑàæéË·¤ Âýßðàæ ·¤ÚUæÙæ ·¤æð§üU ¥æâæÙ ¥çÖØæÙ ÙãUè´ ÍæÐ
ãUæÜ ãUè ©UÎØÂéÚU â´S·¤ÚU‡æ ×ð´ àæéM¤ ·¤è »§üU ¥æÆUßð´ ß¿Ù ¥çÖØæÙ ·¤è
àæéM¤¥æÌ Öè âãUÁ ÙãUè´ ÍèÐ ÌÕ çÙÁè S·ê¤Üæð´ ·¤è ÙæÚUæÁ»è ×ã´U»è ÂÇ¸
â·¤Ìè Íè, ¥æñÚU ¥æÆUßæ´ ß¿Ù Ìæð ÜãUÚUæð´ ·ð¤ çßÂÚUèÌ ¿ÜÙðð ßæÜæ ·¤æØü
ãñUÐ çÚUÂæðçÅZU» âæçÍØæð´ ·ð¤ âæÍ ÂãUÜè ÕæÚU ¿¿æü ×ð´ âßæÜ ©UÆUæ ç·¤ ãU×
çßßæãU â´S·¤æÚUæð´ ×ð´ ƒæéâÂñÆU Ìæð ÙãUè´ ·¤ÚU ÚUãðUÐ â×æÁ §Uâ·ð¤ çßÚUæðŠæ ×ð´ Öè
¹Ç¸æ ãUæð â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ ÁÕ àæãUÚU ·¤è ÂýÕéhU ×çãUÜæ ’ØæðçÌcæè âð ÕæÌ ·¤è
»§üU ÌÕ ©U‹ãUæð´Ùð ØãUæ´ Ì·¤ ·¤ãU çÎØæ ç·¤ çßßæãU ·ð¤ ÎæñÚUæÙ âæÌ ß¿Ù
ÂˆÙè ·¤æð Öè ©UÌÙæ ãUè ¥çŠæ·¤æÚU ÎðÌð ãñ´U çÁÌÙæ ÂçÌ ·¤æ ãñUÐ ÕðÅUè ·¤æ
â´ÚUÿæ‡æ ©Uâ×ð´ çÙçãUÌ ãñÐ 

§UÙ âÖè âßæÜæð´ ·¤æð â·¤æÚUæˆ×·¤ çÎàææ ÎðÙð ·ð¤ ÕæÎ ©Uâ çÎÙ âæÚUæ
×æãUæñÜ ÕÎÜ »Øæ ÁÕ 24 ÙßÕÚU 2012 ·¤æð Îðß ÂýÕæðçŠæÙè °·¤æÎàæè
ÂÚU Îæð â×æÁæð´ Ùð Âç˜æ·¤æ ·ð¤ ¥æ»ýãU ÂÚU âæ×êçãU·¤ çßßæãU ·ð¤ ÎæñÚUæÙ ·¤‹Øæ
Öýê‡æ ãUˆØæ ÙãUè´ ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æ ¥æÆßæ¡´ ß¿Ù ×‡ÇUÂ ×ð´ ÕñÆðU Ùß ÁæðÇ¸æð´ ·¤æð
çÎÜæØæÐ ØãUè´ âð àæéM¤¥æÌ ãéU§üU ¥æñÚU §Uâ ¥çÖØæÙ ×ð´ »ýæ×è‡æ
â´ßæÎÎæÌæ¥æð´ ·¤æð âæÍ Üð·¤ÚU ·¤æ× ç·¤ØæÐ »æ´ß-»æ´ß âð ÂéÚUæðçãUÌ ÁéÇ¸ð
¥æñÚU ©U‹ãUæð´Ùð çßßæãU ·¤ÚUæÙð ·ð¤ ÎæñÚUæÙ ¥æÆUßæ¡ ß¿Ù çÎÜæÙæ àæéM¤ ·¤ÚU
çÎØæÐ »æ´ß-»æ´ß âð ß¿Ù ÜðÙð ßæÜð ÎêËãUæ-ÎéËãUÙæð´ ·ð¤ çÕçÅUØæ Õ¿æÙð ·ð¤
â´·¤ËÂ ·ð¤ È¤æðÅUæð Âý·¤æçàæÌ ãéU° ¥æñÚU ·¤æÚUßæ´ ÕÉ¸UÌæ »ØæÐ ¥ÂÙð Õæð° ÕèÁ
·¤æð Ü»æÌæÚU âè´¿Ùð ·¤æ ÎæçØˆß �æè çÙÖæÙð ·¤æ â´·¤ËÂ ãñUÐ 

°·¤ Õ“æè âð àæéM¤
ãéU¥æ ¥çÖØæÙ

Âê ÚÔU Îðàæ ×ð´ ÀUāæèâ»É¸ ·¤è ÂãU¿æÙ àæñçÿæ·¤ M¤Â âð çÂÀUÇ¸ð ÚUæ’Ø ·ð¤
M¤Â ×ð´ ãñUÐ çàæÿææ ·¤æ ¥çŠæ·¤æÚU 2009 ·ð¤ ç·ý¤Øæ‹ßØÙ ·¤æð Üð·¤ÚU
Öè ØãUæ´ âç·ý¤ØÌæ ·¤æ ×æãUæñÜ ÙãUè´ ÍæÐ §Uâè ÚUæ’Ø ·ð¤ ÎêâÚÔU

âÕâð ÕÇ¸ð àæãUÚU çÕÜæâÂÚU ·ð¤ çàæÿææ çßÖæ» ·ð¤ âÚU·¤æÚUè ¥È¤âÚUæð´ ·ð¤
Õè¿ Öè çàæÿææ ·ð¤ ¥çŠæ·¤æÚU ·¤æð Üð·¤ÚU
çÙçc·ý¤ØÌæ ·¤æ ×æãUæñÜ ÕÙæ ãéU¥æ ÍæÐ ßð Ù
Ìæð °ðâð Õ“ææð´ ·¤æ ç¿ã÷UÙè·¤ÚU‡æ ·¤ÚU ÚUãðU Íð Áæð
S·ê¤Ü âð ÎêÚU Íð ¥æñÚU Ù ãUè ©Ù Õ“ææð´ ·¤æ
S·ê¤Ü ×ð´ »ÚUèÕ Õ“ææð´ ·ð¤ çÜ° ¥æÚUçÿæÌ 25
È¤èâÎè âèÅUæð´ ÂÚU Âýßðàæ ·¤ÚUæÙð ×ð´ M¤ç¿ Üð
ÚUãðU ÍðÐ çSÍçÌØæ´´ »ÚUèÕ Õ“ææð´ ß ©UÙ·ð¤
¥çÖÖæß·¤æð´ ·ð¤ ¥Ùé·ê¤Ü ÙãUè´ ÍðÐ °ðâð ×ð´
Âç˜æ·¤æ çÕÜæâÂéÚU Ùð »ÚUèÕ ÂçÚUßæÚUæð´ ·ð¤ Õ“ææð´
·¤æð çàæÿææ ·¤æ ãU·¤ çÎÜæÙð ·¤æ ¥çÖØæÙ àæéM¤
·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æ Èñ¤âÜæ çÜØæÐ §Uâ ¥çÖØæÙ ×ð´
Â´çÇUÌ ÚUæ× ÎéÜæÚÔU àææâ·¤èØ ©U“æÌÚU

×æŠØç×·¤ àææÜæ ·ð¤ Âýæ¿æØü ¥çÙÜ çÌßæÚUè, âæ×æçÁ·¤ ·¤æØü·¤Ìæü
ƒæÙàØæ× ÂýâæÎ ÕéÙ·¤ÚU ß çÌãUæÚUè ÚUæ× ÁæØâßæÜ ·¤è âç·ý¤ØÌæ âð ¥æñÚU
Öè Üæð» ÁéÇ¸Ìð »°Ð ÁéÜæ§üU 2011 ·¤æ °·¤ ßæ·¤Øæ ÙãUè´ ÖéÜæ ÂæÌæ ÁÕ
×ñ´ ¥çÙÜ çÌßæÚUè âð ç×Ü·¤ÚU çÙ·¤Ü ÚUãUæ Íæ ÌÕ °·¤ Î´ÂçÌ Õ“æè ·ð¤
âæÍ çÌßæÚUè Áè ·ð¤ S·ê¤Ü ·ð¤ ÕæãUÚU ¹Ç¸ð ÍðÐ ×éÛæð Ù ÁæÙð �Øæð´ °ðâæ Ü»æ
ç·¤ Øð Î´ÂçÌ Õ“æè ·¤æð Âýßðàæ ·¤ÚUÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ÂÚÔUàææÙ ãñ´, ÂêÀUæU Ìæð ÕæÌ
â¿ çÙ·¤ÜèÐ âæçãUÜæ çÙ»æÚU Ùæ× ·¤è §Uâ Õ“æè ·¤æð Âýßðàæ çÎÜæÙð âð
¥çÖØæÙ àæéM¤ ãéU¥æÐ çÁÜæ çàæÿææ ¥çŠæ·¤æÚUè ·¤æØæüÜØ ·ð¤ Ìˆ·¤æÜèÙ
¥çŠæ·¤æÚUè ×ÙæðÁ ÚUæØ ß °â ÆUæ·é¤ÚU Ùð Öè S·ê¤Üæð´ ·¤æð §Uâ ÕæÌ ·¤è
â×Ûææ§Uàæ Îè ç·¤ ßð »ÚUèÕ Õ“ææð´ ·¤æð Âýßðàæ Îð´ ¥‹ØÍæ ·¤æØüßæ§üU ·¤æ
âæ×Ùæ ·¤ÚUÙæ ÂÇ¸ð»æÐ ¿æÚU ÁéÜæ§üU 2011 ·¤æð âð´ÅU ÁðçßØâü S·ê¤Ü ×´ð´
Õ‘¿è´ âæçãUÜæ çÙ»æÚU ·¤æð Âýßðàæ ç×Üæ âæÍ ãUè Âç˜æ·¤æ ·ð¤ ¥çÖØæÙ âð
çÕÜæâÂéÚU ·ð¤ ©UÙ Ì×æ× Õ“ææð´ ·¤æð ÂÉ¸Uæ§üU ·¤æ ãU·¤ ç×Üæ çÁ‹ãð´U ¥Õ Ì·¤
§Uâ ¥çŠæ·¤æÚU ·ð¤ ÕæÚÔU ×ð´ ÁæÙ·¤æÚUè ÙãUè´ ÍèÐ ¥æÁ ßð âæÚÔU Õ“æð çàæÿææ
Âýæ# ·¤ÚU ÚUãðU ãñ´Ð â×æÁ ·ð¤ çÜ° ç·¤° ÁæÙð ßæÜð ·¤æØæðZ ·ð¤ çÜ° ÁM¤ÚUè
ãñU â×æÁ ·¤æ âæÍ ¥æñÚU çßEæâÐ §Uâè ÕêÌð ãU×Ùð ÁÙÌæ ·ð¤ ãU·¤ ·¤è ÕæÌ
·¤è ¥æñÚU §Uâ âæÜ Öè ¥æÚUÅUè§üU ·¤æ ¥çÖØæÙ ¿ÜæÐ Ü»æÌæÚU °ðâð
ÕéçÙØæÎè ×éÎ÷Îæð´ ÂÚU ÂñÙè ÙÁÚU ÚU¹ð ãéU° ãñU´Ð 

×éçà·¤Ü ÙãUè´ ŠææÚUæ ·ð¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ ¿ÜÙæ 

M
y association with Rajasthan Patrika has
been since my childhood - as a reader. Our
mornings didn’t start without reading it

thoroughly. With each one spending at least 15 mins,
father would often be enraged to get back his pages
for full reading. Then marriage took me to far away
land, Japan, where hardly anybody spoke English let
alone Hindi. Missed reading Hindi paper. Anybody
coming from India got a bunch of old newspapers and
magazines which we relished just like other goodies
being sent. Circumstances got me back to my home
town and then came the opportunity to be part of the
newspaper. Glad to be part of Patrika team,
understanding how much time and effort it takes for
news reporting to see impact.

Shangrila Jain, Jaipur

A full circle

Power to People

Ùæ·¤ ÂÚU M¤×æÜ ÚU¹ ·¤ßÚÔUÁ 

ÁØÂéÚU âð 
çß·¤æâ ÁñÙ U

I
t has been a memorable experience to  get poor
children admitted to schools under RTE. even
though it was tough to communicate in local

language, and convince parents. In the first phase, we
identified more than 30 children with the help of a
local group Sangini and helped parents get caste and
income certificates  from govt. depts. Out of these
many children made it to the final list of Block
Education Officers. It gives me immense pleasure to
work for the society with the strength of journalism
which endorses missionary zeal.

Shailesh Gupta, Bengaluru

×
ÌÎæÙ ·ð¤ ÂýçÌ ¥Âðÿææ·ë¤Ì ·¤× Áæ»M¤·¤ Îçÿæ‡æ ÖæÚUÌ ·ð¤
·¤ÙæüÅU·¤ ÚUæ’Ø ×ð¢ ×ÌÎæÌæ¥ô´ ·¤ô Á»æÙð ·¤æ ¥ÙéÖß ÙØæ ÍæÐ
ÂãUÜð ÚUæÁSÍæÙ, Â. Õ¢»æÜ ¥õÚU Ìç×ÜÙæÇéU ×ð´ ÒÁæ»ô ÁÙ×ÌÓ

¥çÖØæÙ ·¤è âÈ¤ÜÌæ ·ð¤ ÕæÎ ÕæÚUè Íè Õð´»ÜêL¤ âð ãéUÕÜè Ì·¤Ð âãUØô»è
ÁèÌð‹¼ý çâ¢ãU àæð¹æßÌ ·ð¤ âæÍ ØãUæ¢ Âãé¢U¿æ Ìô
¥æàæ¢·¤æ°¢ Íè¢Ð 

¥çÖØæÙ ·¤è âÈ¤ÜÌæ ·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU ÙãUè´,
ÕçË·¤ ·¤‹ÙÇ¸U Öæáè §â ÚUæ’Ø ×ð´ ÂãUÜð Áñâè
âÈ¤ÜÌæ ç×Üð»è ¥Íßæ ÙãUè´Ð ¥æàæ¢·¤æ ÂãUÜð
ãUè çÎÙ ÎêÚU ãUô »§ü, ÁÕ Õð´»ÜêL¤ çSÍÌ
ÚUæÁSÍæÙ Âç˜æ·¤æ ·¤æØæüÜØ ×ð´ ¥æàææ âð
¥çÏ·¤ â¢»ÆUÙ Âç˜æ·¤æ ·ð¤ ¥çÖØæÙ ·¤ô
â×ÍüÙ ÎðÙð Âãé¢U¿ »°Ð ÂãUÜð çÎÙ ·¤è
âÈ¤ÜÌæ Ùð ÙØæ Áôàæ ÖÚU çÎØæÐ çÈ¤ÚU �Øæ
Íæ, çÙ·¤Ü ÂÇ¸ðU ¥çÖØæÙ ·¤ô Üð·¤ÚUÐ Õð´»ÜêL¤

×ð´ Ù Ìô Âç˜æ·¤æ ÙØæ Íæ ¥õÚU Ù Âç˜æ·¤æ ·¤è ÅUè×Ð ·¤Öè â¢»ôcÆUè, Ìô ·¤Öè
ÚUñçÜØæ¢Ð âñ·¤Ç¸Uô´ ×çãUÜæ¥ô´ ·¤è ÚñUçÜØô´ ¥õÚU Ùé�·¤Ç¸U ÙæÅU·¤ô´ ·ð¤ ÁçÚU° ¿Üð
×ÌÎæÌæ Áæ»M¤·¤ ¥çÖØæÙ Ùð ×æãUõÜ ãUè ÕÎÜ çÎØæÐ çãU‹ÎèÖæáè ãUè
ÙãUè´, Õð´»ÜêL¤ ·ð¤ ·¤‹ÙÇ¸UÖæáè Öè Î¢» Íð Âç˜æ·¤æ ·¤è §â ¥ÙêÆUè ÂãUÜ ·¤ô
Üð·¤ÚUÐ ¥ÂÙð ¹¿ðü ÂÚU â¢»ÆUÙô´ Ùð ÒÁæ»ô ÁÙ×ÌÓ ¥çÖØæÙ ·¤ô »çÌ ÎðÙð
·ð¤ çÜ° ·ñ¤Â ÕÙßæ§ü, Ìô ç·¤âè Ùð ÅUè-àæÅUüÐ °·¤ Â¹ßæÇ¸ðU Ì·¤ Õð´»ÜêL¤
×ð´ ¿Üð ¥çÖØæÙ ·¤è âÈ¤ÜÌæ ·¤æ ÂýÌè·¤ Íæ, ×ÌÎæÙ ×ð´ 8 È¤èâÎè ·¤è
ÕÉ¸UôÌÚUèÐ ãU×æÚÔU ÂýØæâ ·¤ô Õð´»ÜêL¤ ·¤è ÁÙÌæ ·ð¤ ç×Üð â×ÍüÙ âð
ÒÁÙ×Ì Áæ» »ØæÐÓ

Áæ» »Øæ ÁÙ×Ì

çÕÜæâÂéÚ âð   
çàæß çâ´ãU

©UÎØÂéÚU âð
·¤æñàæÜ ×ê´ÎÇU¸æ

Shipra Mathur 

F
or past several years I
have been receiving
informative and inspiring

mails from an unknown friend.
These mails have been a treas-
ure to keep myself abreast of
the latest and the wisest. The
day they go missing, its a sullen
feeling. Interestingly these are
the mails so many others like me
have been receiving and benefit-
ing each day. World is indeed
each moment counted and each
moment ticking away. There are
many in this world, like this
friend, who have devoted them-
selves to the cause which they
firmly believe in. They know it
matters. And it certainly does.
Long ago I read a story about
a farmer distributing best
of seeds, he himself used
in his own farm for high
and quality yield, to his
fellow farmers. His son
questioned this move
on the argument that
this would hamper
their commercial
interests. Sagacious
farmer offered the
logic that if our neigh-
boring farms don't sow
quality seeds, their
crops would be substan-
dard and the seeds from
their fields would come
breezing to cross pollinate
our quality seeds. Ultimately
our quality would get adversely
affected, so would our interests.
The same applies to our lives.
Good work, mostly have ripple
effect. There have been substan-
tial stories flowing from our MP
edition where people thronging
to the banks of Narmada at the
call of the newspaper to devote
time, to take a pledge, to set up
water wharves and  to partici-
pate in making an offshoot plan
to restore the sacred river.
Interestingly a religious leader
in Jabalpur has taken unto him-
self to treat Khanddhari nullah,
the most atrocious of all sewage
drainage pouring into Narmada
by setting up a natural filtration
plant at his own expense invit-
ing experts from Maharashtra.

What better service to religion
than this? Khan river of Indore
had similar saga where at the
call of editorial leadership, engi-
neering students and experts
devised a plan to share with
authorities to revive this central
spine of the city and there has
been a big movement, allocation
of funds and progress since
then. Amanishah nullah aka lost
Dravyavati river in Jaipur city
was choked by illegal construc-
tions. Campaign and citizen ini-
tiative to resuscitate it forced

the authorities on court's direc-
tives to remove constructions on
its way and restore its original
path. Ramgarh dam, major
water source for Jaipur dried
after victimized by human
greed. We published obituary of
the dam which was a celebrated
place for hosting boating compe-
titions in 82 Asiads. Public
movement, pressure and a
Public Interest Litigation led the
court to instruct action against
encroachments and construc-
tions obstructing natural chan-
nel of the dam. Oil Refinery in

Rajasthan is a gamechanging
development for prosperity of
the state. It was a decade old per-
sistence by Patrika, enabling
state's share in the black gold.

Other than water woes, the
plight of common man also
remain unattended till people
take lead and newspaper moti-
vate and multiply their voice.
Sometime the ideas originate
within editorial teams, at other
occasions people's movement or
a lone case prepares ground for
pro active leads. Either way, its a
sustained partnership. In Ajmer
Pankaj received Rs 25 lakh from
NRI Rajasthanis for bone mar-
row transplant while in Indore

Faizan's fight from blood cancer,
highlighted by a Patrika

Volunteer had one reader
moved and hand us over

cash worth Rs 2.5 lakh
without revealing iden-
tity. Its a call for serv-
ice to humanity and
nation building. Now
is the time to partake
in the biggest cele-
bration - the FESTI-
VAL OF DEMOCRA-
CY. Together we can
touch several lives
each day.

Complaining is not a
choice anymore. It

never was. We need to
propel ourselves for real

work, for real people. Jaago
Janmat is one forum where

synergies have impact bench-
marks. Recent Karnataka elec-
tions have already set the tone for
the campaign in other states -
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chattisgarh. Our teams are being
oriented and engaged to discuss
the ways to devise bottom up
plan for the campaigns for
stronger footprints. Other for-
mats and fora for volunteerism
are shaping up with social jurists
working closely with us - only
incentive being a promise of
valuing their selfless contribu-
tions. We have a range of issues
to address with long term vision
for development. One of the
ways is to channelize voluntary
spirits, wake up and promote
priceless practices.

Revisiting Volunteerism

left to right : Girishita Rathore, Garima
Jain, Shangrila Jain and Rahul Sharma

ÁØÂéÚU âð 
¥Ù¢Ì ç×Ÿææ
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Patrika

Connect is

inculcating

spirit of selfless

volunteerism .

In these three

stories that we

have selected

from countless

others Good

Samaritans

have come to

the rescue of

people in need.

These  stories

restores and

strenghthens

our belief that

in spite of

increasing

crime  and

intolerance

humane spirit

prevails.

Jabalpur: Judiciary questions mobile companies and govt. about mobile towers in residential area.

P
yara Singh from Hanumangarh
was disowned by his son and
other relatives at an old age of

80. He took his invalid and incoherent
father to PBM Hospital, Bikaner on
the pretext of check ups and
abandoned him there . For days Pyara
Singh was lying on streets in pain
with nobody to care for him. He could
neither walk nor speak. News
coverage of his plight touched every
ones heart but not his family.
Repeated calls to his son remained
unanswered. Even intervention by the
village head fell on deaf ears.
Unwanted and unloved Pyara Singh

was rescued by Helping Hands who
sent him to an old age home, where he
could spend his twilight years in
peace.
Patrika Connect network in different
editions is becoming a powerful
source of information. They are
volunteers and active citizens who
keep a close watch on errant public
servants, wrongdoings in the city and
development issues demanding urgent
attention. On many occasions they
take charge of the situation before
reaching the public machinery or
newspaper for help. They are proving
to be responsible citizen force.

Bonding with community and nature May 2013 14
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T
ough fight between
concerned citizens
and telecom

companies is being fought
in Supreme Court after
companies challenged the
verdict of Rajasthan High
Court to remove towers in
500 mtrs radius from
schools, hospitals and
playgrounds. Public
Interest Litigation(PIL) was
filed by the citizens in
Delhi High court and the
issue has spread to other
states as well. After
hearing on a PIL,   Madhya
Pradesh High Court has
issued notices to
government asking why it
has allowed mobile towers
in residential areas.
In Sept. 2012 Telecom
Ministry issued guidelines
to reduce radiation level
by one tenth after a
directive from the Apex
Court. A show cause
notice has been served by
Delhi Govt. to 102 Telecom
operators which are
violating radiation norms.
Investigation found that
radiation level was higher
than the set norms at the
base of the mobile towers.
Companies failing to give
satisfactory answer would
be fined half a million
rupee per tower. Telecom
Ministry has also issued a
notice to handset
manufacturers for
prominently displaying
radiation level (SAR)
emitted by the device
from August 2013.
It is unfortunate though
that the advertising
revenue from telecom
companies to Rajasthan
Patrika has suffered a big
blow after this whistle
blowing in favour of public
health. We know it well no
cost is bigger than Public
Health and hope Judiciary
will make every business
understand that sooner or
later. Well, for us, we shall
keep the heat on the
telecom companies.

Human spirit must prevail over technology -  Albert Einstein

SelflessSaviors Past decade has

seen city

skylines ruined by

mushrooming mobile

towers all over India.

Unaware citizens lured

by some extra family

income allowed

telecom companies to

install mobile towers

on their terraces. They

had no clue as to what

woes they were

unknowingly inviting in

their homes. It was

none of anyone’s

concern and no

guidelines as to where

and of what intensity

mobile towers can be

put up in the city. A

news story about

sufferings from cancer

due to excessive

radiation from mobile

towers has grown into

strong and massive

national movement

against them. In Dec

2011 Rajasthan Patrika

came out with mega

research stories which

warned people about

the cities turning into

microwave furnace.

What started as a

campaign in states of

Chhattisgarh,

Rajasthan and Madhya

Pradesh has now

become an all India

movement. The ripple

effect of the campaign

is now seen in far flung

cities like Goa, Mumbai

, Kanpur  where

citizens are rising to

say no to towers. Juhi

Chawla is actively

leading the campaign

in Mumbai. 

Only thing wheelchair bound Chandan Das
from Ajmer sought was self employment. For
almost two years he tugged his wheelchair from
government departments to banks but not an
officer took note of his plight till his story hit the
press. Soon his loan application was cleared by
Dept. of Social Justice and bank was ready to
give a loan of Rs. 50, 000 to open a milk kiosk.
There are many like him who’d rather prefer a
decent job with dignity than get alms for a
charity. They don’t want sympathetic but an
understanding heart.

Virendra Jat from Bharatpur was lying for
dead on streets of Dausa (Raj) till a Patrika
reader came to his rescue. On the way home from
a holy pilgrimage he suffered from severe
dysentery and dehydration. For four days he lay
soiled and stinking of feces, people just turned
away from him while he needed urgent medical
treatment. Timely help from Dausa reporter of
Patrika not only saved Virendra Jat’s life but
also reunited him with his family.

yo
g

a

E
lites living in Lutyen’s Zone in New Delhi have joined the protest
and they don’t want mobile towers around them. In a bizarre
case, the law maker, a member from Legislative Assembly of

Rajasthan climbed up a mobile tower in Badi Sadri, Dist. Chittorgarh,
Rajasthan demanded removal of three mobile towers around his house.
This high drama ended after six hours with an assurance to get the
towers shut down. DoT finally acknowledges that there may be a
correlation  between cancer and over exposure to radiation from cell
towers and it conducted comprehensive study to document cases of
cancer deaths in areas over exposed to telecom towers in Mumbai. DoT
formed a committee to seek suggestions and complaints from citizens  .

Women enthusiatically participated in Prenatal
Yoga Camp in Vaishali Nagar, Jaipur . They
learnt yoga excercises for healthy and stress free
pregnancy from okido expert Sarla Bhati .
Prenatal excercising help in easy childbirth and
overcome common problems of breathing,
backaches, foot swellings and erratic blood
pressure. Its a regular programme by Patrika -
Janmangal trust run under the guidance of
Italian therapist.

Many citizens living around Rose Garden in
Mansarovar area in Jaipur, braved cold winter
mornings for a week starting from 15th Dec.
2012 to attend yoga camp organized by MAG.
International expert on Okido Therapy, Pradeep
Bhati gave yoga lessons to health enthusiasts.
Along with yoga there were Ayurveda doctors to
give free medical advice to people for their
ailments. Good health can’t be achieved without
healthy environment.

Live Parks at various locations in Raipur,
Chhattisgarh were a hit with locals. Young
children to septuagenarians, all participated
enthusiastically at the yoga camps in Live Park.
They learnt benefits of regular yoga exercises
from yoga guru Dr. Dhananjay Jain. He told
them how regular yoga execise keeps mind and
body healthy. It helps in keeping at bay many
diseases including asthma attacks and also
strengthens memory power.

New towers now require
no objection certificate
from the building owner
and show details of the
service provider.

Raipur: Research by Indira Gandhi Agriculture
University shows that radiation from mobile towers will
have adverse effect on the yield of crops reducing it by one
third. Radiation affects bees and birds like sparrows
which are crucial to pollination.

Bikaner: Plight of abandoned Pyara Singh was published, he was
rescued and rehabilitated 

Jodhpur: People power. Mobile companies face tough
resistance from residents of Jodhpur. Citizens didn’t allow
new mobile towers near Nehru Park area. MLA from
Rajasthan does ‘Veeru” act to get tower removed.

TOWERS
Courts take on 



Ward Level Democracy for Development and Change May 2013 13

W
aste management is
the urgent yet most
neglected domain in

many municipalities. The
problem is especially severe
in  Bengaluru. The municipal
corporation found an easy
way out and created 250
acre dump yard near
Mandur village. Every day
hundreds of trucks loaded
with four thousand tons of
filth ply 40 kilometer
distance to Mandur . While
the city stays spic and span,
Mandur villagers suffer
from constant foul smell
and swarms of mosquitoes.
Crops in nearby agro fields
are worst affected when the
rain water flows the
garbage in them.
Underground water system
and healthy top soil also get
contaminated. Packs of
stray dogs are another
nuisance and health hazard.
Sick villagers lack medical
services too, as there are no
doctors in the lone health
center. Patrika team
highlighted the plight of
Mandur villagers in its
edition and led citizen
march which woke up the
city councilors. They have
now promised to set up
garbage incinerator facility
and soon Mandur 
villagers will be free of the
burden of urban filth and
breathe a sigh of relief in
clean air, we hope.

S
aadat hospital of

Tonk district was

littered with

contaminated waste.

Instead of curing

people, chances were it

might offer a bundle of

diseases to the already

sick. 

Patrika- MAG team in

Tonk organized citizen

groups to clean the

place. Published

pictures of the sorry

state of hospital which

inspired various social

groups and hundreds of

concerned people to

clean the hospital

campus.  Without any

govt. help people took

cleaning drive in their

hands. Scrubbed and

washed different wards

and the dirty corners of

the hospital which were

stained red with

beetlenut spitted all

over.  First day after five

hours of volunteering

by hundreds of citizens

Saadat hospital

emerged healthy. Next

day the volunteers

cleaned up the open

gutter flowing nearby.

District Collector

applauded the strength

of people and power of

media raising real

issues and bringing rear

changes.

Abilities Matter

I
n spite of all our
senses and organs
intact, we are the ones

lacking in sensitivity and
patience to comprehend
and understand special
people. It does not matter
who you are and what our
challenges are, each one of
us has a special talent.
On 1st and 2nd Feb,
Patrika office at Jhalana,
Jaipur came alive with the
performances of special
children from more than a
dozen organisations .
‘Ahsaas’, A Creative
Workshop + Conclave
attempted to address the
issue of Disability
through Inclusion and
also inculcate the spirit of
active and selfless
volunteering. Idea was to
bring forth the talents of
the disabled. The sense of
pride and joy of showing
their talent in front of
hundreds choked the
throat of audience. At the
creative workshop school
children experienced
moving around
blindfolded or in wheel
chair. After this they
confessed that they felt
closer to those special
children. At ‘Ahsaas’ we
celebrated the joy of
living and many reasons
to smile.

Mandur : Village choked with city filth Ground prepared for an epidemic

Dogs feasting on city garbage

Not

Disability

Everything has it’s beauty but not everyone sees it - Confucius May 2013 4
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Hindon City : Parks in a city are like an
oasis. A place to relax. But a national park
became a garbage dump, its lush green
grass dried for want of care. Patrika
reported  and it was an issue that clicked.
Come the next weekend students from
various schools joined hands to clean the
park. Lost beauty was restored and once
again it was a place of getting together,
sharing and playing.

Sikar : From early morning to
late evening 3000 citizens,
young and old took to the task
of cleaning up seven filthy
spots of the town at the call of
newspaper. If each of us keep
our neighbourhood clean, city
will sparkle and citizen will
initiate to share civic
responsibility.

Tonk : Open gutters near the
hospitals were breeding ground
for dengue and malaria
mosquitoes. Vulnerable patients
and the neighbourhood citizens
were exposed to another
epidemic. Concerned citizens
took a lead at our call to  clean
up the area around the hospital
too.

HOSPITAL REVAMPEDCITY BROOMED BREATHING NOW

Helping Hand 

It’s difficult for a person with handicap to
run from pillar to post to get necessary
paper work done. Patrika Manav Mitra in
association with Premprakash Mandal
and Narayan Seva Sansthan organized a
mega disability camp on 23 Dec 2012 at
Shri Amrapura Sthan with the aim of
providing helping hands, all under one
roof. Doctors from 5 medical boards did
health check ups and distributed
disability certificates, which were verified
by the notary and on basis of these
roadways and railways issued
concessional passes. Registration for jobs
and marriage was done by respective
government officials.

Free Health Check-ups
Doctors from Starkey Foundation took the
ear moulds of the hearing impaired to
exclusively design the hearing aids to fit
snugly in  the ears of individual person.
Hundreds of people from all over Jaipur
District had lined up patiently since early
morning to wait for their turn to get the
necessary services.

Almost 1500 people benefited from this
camp, 150 tricycles, 35 wheelchairs, 60 crutches
and 30 hearing aids were distributed. Officials
from various government department gave up their
Sunday rest to facilitate the camp .

National Anthem echoed from heart and sign of
fingers was taught to every one. Students from
Deaf & Mute School performed it live on stage. For
the comfort of the hearing impaired commentary
of performance was given in sign language.

Some couldn’t tap their feet to the beat of rhythm
yet their bodies swayed with the music, few couldn’t
hear the music nor could they speak, yet gave
musical message about environment protection or
mimed a satire on modern technology - mobiles.

Village Dumped



Rules state for ‘No liqour sales
after 8 pm’. But in reality its
sold at double the price after
eight. Shutters may seem down
but the vendor sits outside with
regular supply. Underage
drinkers can buy them too.

Ajmer: In utter disregard to
the rules, huge hoardings of
liqour shops are easily visible
from far. In tourist city like
Pushkar hoardings are in
English to lure foreigners
caring a whit about rules.

Jodhpur

Ajmer

Learn to say NO. Its never easy. May 2013 12 
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A
ny policy to empower people
with disability fails its
purpose if there is no
infrastructure for universal

mobility. Rules state that maps for any
new construction of public buildings
can’t be approved without provisions
for ramps. RBI memo on 21 April 2009
states that all new ATMs must have
ramps and 1/3rd should have Braille
pads for visually impaired. According
to Rtd. Commissioner, Commission for
Disabled Person, Damodar Thanvi,
India could earn an additional revenue
of worth approx. Rs. 25 billion from
tourism if our historical sites became
more disable friendly. But a check in
reality had lot in asking for. Patrika
has an ongoing campaign- ‘Ramps in
the City’ in all its editions and has
reported general apathy towards
disabled. Though a budget of Rs. 65
million has been allocated for
constructing ramps, most govt.
buildings lack facilities for universal
mobility. In Jodhpur dist. alone 954
govt. schools are without ramps thus
the Right to Education falters in first
step. Even if the ramps were there they
don’t adhere to the standards, either
the gradient is too steep or they are
without handrails. Regular coverage
had an impact. Many govt. officials
have issued memos to get ramps in
their premises. Ajmer railway station
has issued orders for installing
escalators to go to different platforms.
CM Ashok Gehlot also got a ramp made
overnight at his official residence also.

Universal
Mobility
is a 
BIG ISSUE

Strokes of REALITY

Experiential learning lessons at  the
workshop were fun. Children were
blindfolded or made to sit on
wheelchairs and asked to find their
way around.

Sensitized
Rock Band - Mrigasiras came all the
way from Mumbai to cheer up the
spirit of ‘Ahsaas’. Autistic
youngster Dhruv won hearts for his
exceptional maths ability on stage.

Rock On 

It takes a lot to be human and lot more to be special May 2013 5
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I
t’s quite paradoxical that
one government
department is strict

against drinking and
driving whereas another is
given a target to collect
record revenue through
liquor sales. Mixing
drinking with driving is
lethal, for both, drinkers
and other commuters.
Patrika team found the
liquor shops on different
highways around Ajmer
are concerned about
profit only. Customs-
Excise and police
department have strict
rules for liquor sales and
consumption, where as
revenue department gets
annual targets for the
collection of taxes from
liquor sale. Rules state
that only one board of the
size 125 cm x 75 cm can
be put up outside the
shop, displaying name of
the owner and other
details. But in utter
disregard to this rule
there are huge hoardings
with bikini clad models
beckoning and luring the
buyer. In fact there are
more hoardings for liquor
sales than warnings for
not to drink and drive.
Temptation is big and
bright, easily visible from
far. Logic offered is that
those who want to drink
will find a way to the
liquor shop and not all
road accidents happen
due to drunken driving.
Rules also caution that
liquor can’t be sold after 8
pm, but in Ajmer its sold
at double rate after eight.
Sting operation by Patrika
team found that shops
may seem closed but they
have a man openly selling
beers and liquor outside
the shop. When a
customers comes they
just knock at the window
to get the supply. Liquor
shops are near university
and police stations too. No
one asks for age proof.
Even religious city like
Pushkar faces liqour woes.
Patrika coverage made
Excise Commissioner
issue orders to remove
liqour hoardings from all
the highways in the state.

Health dept. taskforce came
heavy on rule breakers.
Hundred thousands of pouches
were confiscated and burnt.

Every year - Rs 200 crore is
spent on cancer medication

Out of 30 thousand cancer
patients, 10 thousand suffer
from mouth cancer

Every month SMS Hospital
and other hospitals around
city see 100 new cancer patients

Everyday 500 children get
addicted to tobacco products;
some younger than 15 years

75% households are addicted
to smoking and tobacco
chewing

33% population in Rajasthan
is addicted to tobacco products

T
obacco Kills. Chewing
Tobacco causes mouth
cancer. Numerous

health warnings don’t deter
tobacco addicts. Increasing
number of tobacco
consumers, especially kids
younger than 15 years is
raising alarm. Is it peer
pressure or is it considered
cool and hip? This may be a
reason but the most
important  is easy availability
of cigarettes and tobacco
products. These  products can
be easily procured from even
a small grocery store. Nobody
questions the minors  about
their age nor are they
dissuaded. 

F
or two days at the Conclave
policy makers and social
organisations working for

special people discussed the issues
of Ramps in Public Places and
Empowerment through Policy and
Perception. It was felt that inspite of
having the laws and funds for the
disabled; implementation is a big
issue. Public buildings are not
disable friendly. Its quite obvious if
a physically challenged person is
unable to enter a building then any
policy for their empowerment falls
flat on its face. Empowerment was
discussed at length. Representatives
from organizations stressed the need
for jobs, not charity. They didn’t
want any pension or stipend, but a
regular job and dignity to their

being. There are many jobs which
can be handled well by physically
challenged person and there should
be a policy to reserve those
specifically for this segment. Need
for more institutes offering higher
education to disabled was
emphasized too. Sensitizing society
about disability should start early
and  one of the way is to have basic
sign language course in curriculum.
Experts recommended an audit for
all organisations to confirm their
status of being disable friendly.
Experts said that appointment of
Commissioner for Disability
Commission would be one way to
ensure proper implementation of
norms and budget. A post lying
vacant for years now.

1. Damodar Thanvi - Ex.Commissioner

Disability Board

2. Deepak Kalra-Director, Umang

3. Arpita Yadav - Co-ordinator, Disha 

4. Ravi Hooja - Special Educator for 

multiple disability

5. Dayaram Meharia - Principal, Poddar

School of Deaf & Mute

6. Prateek Agarwal - Software Engineer 

7. Manoj Bhardwaj - Nupur Sansthan

8. Gopal Gupta - Chairman, Builder

Association

9. Dr Sitaraman - Specialist, JK Lon Hospital

Conclave

Conclave Speakers
‘Ahsaas’ materialized the way it was
visualized with the support of- 
Neeraj. K. Pawan, Commissioner
Housing Board & Shree Cements.
Educators and special children  from
Umang, Disha, Seth Anandilal Poddar
Institute of Deaf and Mute, Rajasthan
Netraheen Kalyan Sangh, Aawaz,
Sweekar, Prayas, Shree Nirmal Vivek
School, Approach Autism.Enthusiatic
volunteers from Ryan International
School, Padmavati Colony, Dept. of
Social Works, Rajasthan University,
Amity University kept the true spirit of
volunteering.

Shared Concerns 

At ‘Ahsaas’ young artists expressed their ideas about the world of disabled

Distressing FACTS 

Jaipur: Govt bans the sale of chewable tobacco products. People celebrate the
decision and success of the drive.

Finally
Tobacco BANNED 

I
n 2003, Government of India had
enacted Cigarette and Other Tobacco
Product Act which applied to all

products containing tobacco in any
form. But even after nine years, this Act
didn’t have enough teeth to ban sale nor
stop public smoking. It was considered a
health issue not of policing. Whereas
even, educational institutions and
parental bodies had important role to
play in strict implementation of Act.
Neither schools, colleges nor hospitals
knew that they had to be declared
tobacco free zones with prominently
displayed sign boards. Besides, they had
right to slap fine at shops selling tobacco
products within 100 yards radius. But in
reality many shops  openly displayed
and sold this slow poison to minors.
Patrik investigation in Jaipur city found
booming drugs sale in guise of tobacco
products. Increasing number of cancer
patients and toothless law was cause of
concern. Aggressive and heavy news
coverage  against easy availability of
tobacco products hit the nail . Teachers,
doctors. social workers agreed at Public
Forum that this addiction was causing
harm at a very early age. Public was
alerted to take immediate action and
oppose sale. The real victory came with
government stepping in and putting
absolute ban on sale of tobacco products
like pan masala. Task Force with
various government departments was
formed to enforce the ban. Gutkha
pouches were confiscated and destroyed.
Hookah bars in restaurants around the
city were closed down. Schools not
declaring and displaying tobacco free
zone were fined. All visitors and school
staff were banned from smoking or
chewing tobacco products in school
premises. All these efforts from various
quarters do seem very hopeful that one
would see decline in tobacco addiction.
We have yet to see the entire trail of
supply chain broken. Drug racket was
revealed in earlier investigations but the
demand and sale continues with more
caution on part of sellers and suppliers.
We are further working on to reach the
roots and see how these can be
permanently cut.



Ticking TB Bomb
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O
nce the center of

gemstone
polishing

industry, key areas of the walled
city of Jaipur are worst affected
and people are forced to live in

filth and stink due to illegal
meat, chicken and fish market.

Earlier these businesses had
followed all the health norms.

But the greed and
encroachment has brought the

meat market out in open on
the streets with animal entrails

strewn around; godowns
stuffed with sickly chickens.

Roads which were 10 – 15 feet
wide are now barely walkable.

Stray dogs and rodents, carrier
of an epidemic, roam the

streets fearlessly.  This filth and
stink is invitation for disaster

and reality is staring us all in the
face. Tuberculosis (TB) is at an

epidemic level in this densely
populated area. There are

hundreds of people suffering
from TB and other breathing
disorders. Lack of awareness

and the practice of veil -Purdah
deters women from going to

doctors even when they have
more than two weeks of
coughing. Regular news

coverage in Rajasthan Patrika
about this living hell in

Ghatgate, the old city area of
Jaipur  got teams of doctors

and Health Department officials
to the area. People were given
bottles to collect their sputum
samples but not many people
deposited them. Every month

there are 300 new TB patients
and almost every household

has seen their loved ones die
due to this curable disease. One

TB patient infects two dozen
others and Directly Observed

Treatment Short course (DOTS)
centre of the area has seen

patients as young as 3yrs old.
Regular news coverage  raised
many voices against apathy of

the municipality. People have
taken up cleanliness drives.
Street plays educate public

about TB and its cure. In this
dazzle and glitz to make Jaipur

a world class city, walled city
areas are not to be  forgotten

and neglected.

Coughing

One, who maintains cleanliness keeps away diseases - Sam Veda May 2013 6
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Indore: First foot on the floor of dreams. Child of a laborer gets enrolled in a BIG School.

Pushkar: For Sharda, learning meant doing acrobatic tricks on
ropes while risking her life and earning pennies for her parents.
Though she has her name in school register now but regular
attendance is still a far cry.

Bengaluru: Excited for a
new beginning, these first
graders are rearing to
learn but as per RTE Act
25% seats are reserved only
till Ist std. What about
children who have crossed
the age of 6 years?

Dreaming Big

D
eclining number of girls
in schools is a great
cause of worry. Parents

would rather have them do
household chores and help earn
a living. Some girls stopped
going to school because of eve
teasing and lack of toilets. A
small step by Karnataka govt.
is showing good results. Girls
living in hostels get vocational
training like tailoring and
henna designing. Girls are
allowed to leave early to help
parents. Children of labour
class who have migrated from
other states also face troubles.
Schools don’t give admissions
for not providing transfer
certificates or maybe they are
dropouts. When the issue was
taken up by Patrika MAG some
govt. schools agreed to enroll
them on the basis of their birth
certificate. Efforts like these
can benefit kids like Sharda,
whose name means Goddess of
Learning- Saraswati, but for
this nine year old learning
means acrobatic tricks to
entertain tourists visiting
Pushkar. At an age when she
should be having a carefree life
and going to school she earns a
meager living for her family.
Balancing on a tight rope tied
to two rickety poles every day
is full of unseen dangers for
this child. She could fall and be
maimed, but this worry is
insignificant in face of sleeping
on an empty stomach. Though
she has never entered gates of
any school but can speak few
words of English picked up
here and there. It helps her
earn extra tips from the
foreigners. Her father is very
proud of her small
achievements and thinks she
can speak more English than
any school girl which is enough
for their trade. What is the
future of children like Sharda?
Wouldn’t it be better if our
education system could become
more flexible and standardized.
Then kids like her too could get
educated in any city or
township where livelihood of
their parents takes them. Kids
should be allowed to sit in
classes according to their
aptitude, any time of the year.
This way they can continue
learning ancestral skills and
honing their talent and also get
formal education.

N
ews coverage

on RTE Act
are showing

results and now more
and more parents

demand good
education for their

children. But,
inclination is more

towards schools with
CBSE curriculum and
number of applicants

for these schools is
far more than the

state board affiliated
or govt. schools.

Parents are even
ready to shift

residence to get
admission in schools
of their liking. These

signs are
encouraging but

regular checks  show
a dark side too. The

real test comes after
the child is in school.
Expensive uniforms,

especially from some
particular shops, as
stipulated by school
authorities are huge

burden on parents
who earn a meager
wage. All the schools

have two sets of
uniforms, one for

summer and other
for winter. Even the

govt. has refused to
reimburse the

expenses saying that
this doesn’t come

under RTE Act.
Though govt. says

they’ll take action if
there is written

complaint about
monopolistic policy of

school but it rarely
comes for fear of

repercussions. There
are ample reports of

discrimination 
against children 

who got free seats.

Walled City 

Jodhpur: Inspired by Patrika MAG
campaign Vidya Ashram School
opened a separate school for slum
dwelling children who were deprived
of education for various reasons. In
just three months poor students who
got in Gyanoday School are not timid
any more. This Diwali, to the delight
and amazement of their parents they
not only performed Ramayan on
stage but also made beautiful
greeting cards and diyas. The doors
of the schools which they could only
see from outside once, has opened up
the golden gate of bright future for
them.

No Toilets
No School

Jaipur: Each household in walled city is hit by TB adding 300 new cases each month. Children are most susceptible to the disease
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Its tough to
change centuries

old mind set of
gender prejudice

and one has to
keep finding

different ways to
challenge it.  We

did it through
Daughters Day

at work place for
bonding

between fathers
and daughters or
involving spiritual

leaders for the
cause of Save
Girl Child. In a

god fearing
nation like India,
this is one voice
masses will not

easily ignore.
Recently

centuries old
tradition of ‘saat
vachan’ – (seven

wedding vows)
in a Hindu
marriage

ceremony had a
new twist with
the addition of
8th vow. Newly

weds make a
pledge not  to

have sex
determination

test of the foetus,
encourage

others to stop
female foeticide
and nurture girl

child. This
campaign is now

gaining
acceptance in

hundreds of
villages across

Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh
and Chhatisgarh.
Newly weds sign
a bond to vouch
for the safety of

daughters.
Popularity of this

8th vow has
reached far and
wide. Govt. has

also added this to
its agenda.

Couples swear to care for girl child

Vigilant Vows

Olympian Krishna Punia joins hand to campaign for Bitiya Bachao; religious leader Sant Hari Ram sermons his followers to stop female
foeticide and school girls form human chain to seek attention on the issue

Hundreds of newly weds
take the 8th vow to Save
Girl Child at a mass
wedding ceremony in the
Lake City of Rajasthan -
Udaipur.

13 yrs old Rashmi gets
treatment for a rare heart
disorder- Arterial Septal
Defect which is found
among eight in a 
thousand.

Editor in Chief of Patrika
Group Gulab Kothari talks
to a group of farmers in
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh
on girl child issue among
others.

Coverage of 8th vow in
Chattisgarh 

E
ditor in Chief of Patrika Group -  Gulab
Kothari has beckoned the farmers to
nurture and care for their daughters just

like their crops. In a meeting with the farmers
he stressed the need to stand up against ill
treatment of women and respect them.
Meanwhile, women from Munwada village in
Dist. Sikar have formed a vigilant group. As
soon as they come to know about the birth of a
girl child in their village they go and sing joyful

songs to  welcome the newborn. This way they
ensure no harm is done to the baby by
announcing its birth to whole village.

Though govt. has made strict rules against
gender testing of the foetus yet there are many
sonography clinics doing it on sly. Govt. is
finding tough to get whistle blowers. On the
other hand there are parents who’d go to any
length to save their daughters. A teenager
Rashmi from Ajmer was dear to Joseph family

but they felt helpless. At 13 she was  diagnosed
with two holes in her heart- a rare disorder.
Though it was curable but required lot of
money which was beyond the means of
financially strapped Josephs. Heart broken to
see their precious daughter suffer, they sought
help from Ajmer Bureau of Patrika. Once their
story got published many social organizations
and philanthropists came as saviours and she is
responding positively to treatment.

A daughter is a day brightener and a heart warmer May 2013 10
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D
istrict blood bank in Betul, MP
was life giver for the residents
of this town. But apathy of

people towards blood donation
dropped down the bank reserve.
Blood donation drive began at three
locations to revive the blood bank.
One of the camps was at an
engineering college, where most
students donated blood for the first
time. They overcame their initial
hitch and committed themselves to
become regular donors. With a
collection of 111 units, the blood
bank which faced severe shortage of
blood not only had enough positive
group but resonably sufficient
supply of negative blood group was
also ensured.

Blood donation drive in Betul
saved life of a cancer patient too.
Manoj Kumar with no financial
means suffered from mouth cancer
and required urgent surgery in three
days for which he sought enough
blood. Hearing upon blood donation
camp of Patrika, he contacted the
city office and they supplied desired
amount for his crucial surgery.

‘Blood donation saves life’, with
slogans like these Tonk, Sawai
Madhopur, Hindon City and
Gangapur City received huge
response from public for blood
donation campaigns. Youth came in
large numbers and girls were not to
be left behind. Housewives put on
hold their household chores to join
the cause. Blood check-ups were also
done at the camps. Those who didn’t
donate blood registered themselves
as future donors ensuring a regular
supply of this elixir of life.

Donate Blood

Alternative Therapy
M

ere mention of the word
Cancer can shake up strongest
of humans. This disease affects

not just one body part
but overall well being of
the patient too. Holistic
treatment is gaining
popularity along with
allopathic treatment to
fight cancer. To create
awareness and
popularize this
alternative  therapy one
day  Seminar was
organized last year at
Cord Road Hospital,
Bengaluru where
Cancer Specialist – Dr. Jeet Agarwal,
Dr. Sushmita Gauri and other holistic
therapy experts gave free counseling to

cancer patients and their kins. After
effects of chemotherapy like
headaches, nausea, severe pain,

insomnia can be best
coped with holistic
therapy. To stay healthy
physical, mental,
emotional and spiritual
aspects of a human
being have to be in
harmony. Though,
doctors really don’t
hype alternative
therapy but believe in
changing lifestyle.
Besides, holistic
therapy experts there

were many who had stories of their
battle against cancer to boost the
morale of other patients.

MALnutrition
let’s realize

I
n an emerging economy like India,
there are still many children who
suffer lifelong health problems due

to malnourished childhood. A
backward colony of displaced people-
Barkhedi Khurd in Bhopal (MP) is one
amongst those. Regular surveys

showed there were many children who
were severely malnourished and
required urgent treatment. People
living in the area were already
financially weak and lack of education
added to their woes. Health workers
and Patrika MAG team engaged social
organisations, began educating parents
about supplementary nutritious diet
and distributed food packets. Nurses
from the government day care centers
took special care of these children.
Weekly visits and checkups finally bore
fruit and after three months the health
of children has improved drastically in
that colony. Survey has begun in other
areas also.

Enthusiastic donors throng at
blood donation camps.

Wealth of Health

Jhunjhunu
- In a health
survey of
primary
school
children it
was revealed
that every
sixth child
suffered
from an
ailment.
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I
nternational Children’s Festival was
kick started with a rally through the
streets of Bikaner where   thousands of

children gave the message of World Peace.
People of Bikaner warmly welcomed these
little ambassadors with showers of flowers
who would stay at their homes with their
children. To keep these energetic kids
occupied for next seven days  cultural, art
& craft and games activities were
organized. Every day an editorial team of
children was selected to prepare
MAGexpress – a newspaper supplement
especially designed and created by the
children for Rajasthan Patrika. They
confidently interviewed various
dignitaries visiting the festival. They
asked the brain behind this festival
Gandhian SN Subbarao “What kind of

India did he envision?” And he shared that
future of any nation lay in the hands of its
children and they have to work harder for
its progress march. He also stressed the
importance of games and physical
activities along with quality education.
Subbarao expected the newspapers to
focus on more positive news and highlight
achievements of children more
prominently.

General Secretary of National Youth
Program, Sada Vijay Arya told budding
journalists that everyday Life teaches a
new lesson. There are no boundaries for
gaining knowledge. He fondly
reminiscenced about his school excursions
which he thought was fun way of knowing
the country. This was a forum to learn
beyond books.

Youngest NationS
ilence of the sand dunes of Bikaner was intermittently broken
by chants of “Jodo, Jodo Bharat Jodo” ( Let’s Unite India),
Vandemataram (We bow to our Mother Land) and patriotic

slogans. 13th International Children Festival was organized by
National Youth Program to promote national unity and diverse
culture amongst young children. Almost 500 students from 17
states of India and Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh had come to
participate in this week long extravaganza. From 22nd Nov. to 28th
Nov. 2012 families of Bikaner warmly welcomed these 8 to 12yrs old
kids in their homes where they got a taste of hospitality, culture and
traditions of Rajasthan.

After one whole

week of cultural

integration and

friendship it was

time to say Au

Revoir as

children had

promised to visit

each other with

their families

again. They

realized this

memory shall

never fade away.

They will have

more tolerance

for each other’s

diverse culture,

food habits and

language.

MagXpress
To

commemorate

International

Children Festival

special

supplements

were taken out

in  Rajasthan

Patrika for a

week. A page

fully dedicated to

children by the

children. They

prepared the

contents of this

page and did

surveys and

investigations

too

Fest For
SECURE FUTURE

L
anguage is absolutely no barrier for children. In a matter of
hours they were speaking each others language. Children from
Rajasthan had picked up Telegu, Malyalam, Tamil, Kannad, Oriya

and Punjabi while guest children were answering queries from locals
in their tongue. They enjoyed learning to write their names in as
many scripts as possible. During the stage performances 16 different
languages had their representation.

Twenty Eight States, Twenty Two Official Languages and Largest Democracy May 2013 9Different Languages, Varied Food Habits, Unique Life Styles, Vibrant Nation May 2013 8
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W
hile Jaipurites were busy
enjoying Jaipur Shopping
Festival during the festive

season, hundreds of excited children
from various social organizations
including Disha, Poddar School for Deaf
and Mute, Apna Ghar, Surman  got a
special treat in Nov. last year at Purple
Gaming Zone at MGF Mall, Jaipur. This
swanky mall at an upscale
neighbourhood was sort of out of bound
for these kids not to speak of fancy and

expensive video games. Once they got a
hang of the games, they were playing
like pros. A day full of gaming, movies
and party was like a dream come true
for many. Patrika MAG in association
with Lioness Club had organized
collection drive for clothes, books and
toys. Needless to say generosity of
festive season prevailed and kids got to
take home gifts lovingly wrapped up. It
was a day which will remain etched in
their memories forever.

Children were taken
in and around
Bikaner. While a
child from Kerala
enjoyed rolling in the
sea of sand another
from Nepal was awed
by the sandy hills.

Mighty thoughts :
Surveys among
children showed they
cherished spending
time  with
grandparents and
hated people who told
lies. Maths was the
scariest subject for
most and heavy school
bag was worrisome
too.

Special cricket match
was organized for deaf
and mute children who
were part of this  fest.
There was no sound of
hurrah at fours or
sixes nor any audible
sigh at dropped catches
but the silent
coordination among
the players was
excellent.

Each state was
represented by
youngsters with
their traditional
dances and they all
learnt lessons about
serving the nation.

A
fter initial hesitation during

the homestay with local

children and their families,

kids bonded with each other like long

lost brethren. Children from southern

states of India tasted Rajasthani

cuisine for the first time in their life.

They relished Churma  (powdery

sweet dish prepared with gram flour

or wheat flour) and spicy Gatte or

Kadi( curry dish made with gram

flour) with rice. Desert town – Bikaner

had turned into mini India with a

strong message of Unity in Diversity.

Breaking Bread Together

Bikaner - Chants of Jodo, Jodo Bharat Jodo (Unite, Unite, Let’s Unite India), Vandemataram (We bow to our Mother Land) by children from India and its neighbours 
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