
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dec. 2 Deck the Halls Celebration/Chili 

 & Mac & Cheese Dinner 
 

Dec. 4 Presbytery Meeting at FPC 
 

Dec. 5 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 7 Blood Drive 
 

Dec. 9 PW Bake Sale & Bazaar 
 

  Service of Light and Hope, 5 pm 
 

Dec. 12 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 16 Muskegon Chamber Choir 

 “Wreath of Carols” 
  

  Christmas Eve Flower  

 Dedications Due 
 

Dec. 19 Advent Midweek Meditation 
 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services: 

 5pm Children’s Impromptu 

  Christmas Pageant 

 7pm Contemporary Service of 

  Lessons and Carols 

 10pm Traditional Service of 

  Lessons and Carols 

Upcoming Events 
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Deck the Halls 
Celebration!  

 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 2, for a family-
friendly day of spreading Christmas 
cheer and helping FPC “deck the 
halls” for the Advent season! 
 

1:45 Caroling: 
For those of any age who love to 
sing! We'll meet at church and head 
over together to some senior homes! 
 

4:00 Crafts & Decorating: 
Kids of all ages will make Advent 
wreaths and crafts to take home, as 
well as decorate trees, and hang 
Christmas greens. 
 

5:00 Dinner: 
After the decorating, we’ll all relax 
together with a mac & cheese and 
chili dinner. The mac & cheese will 
be provided, and families are asked to 
bring a pot of chili or a salad. 

Advent Midweek 
Meditation 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

A Service of Light 
and Hope 

 

A special evening worship service  
is planned for those who may find  
Christmas hard this year. This  
service of Light and Hope features 
gentle music, glowing candles and  
an uplifting message. 
 
This time of reflection and  
contemplation will help those of us 
who seek companionship during a 
time when the joyful music of the  
season and loud celebrations are just 
too much. Come and experience a time 
of peace and solace during Advent. 
 
The service is on Sunday,  
December 9, at 5:00 p.m. in the  
sanctuary. Childcare is available.  

 

PW Baked Goods  
& Candy Sale 

 

Be sure to pick up your favorite 

holiday goodies at the annual PW 

candy and bake sale! There will be 

delicious homemade cookies, 

muffins, pies, fudge, and coffee 

cakes as well as Chex mix and trail 

mix. If you get there early enough, 

you might be one of the lucky ones  

to snag some Dutch banket! 
 

The sale will be in 

the lounge on 

Sunday, December 

9, after both 

worship services.  
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Prayer Concerns:  
Tom Braak, June & Roy Lindberg, 
Sue Roper, Carol Winton, and  
Evelyn Wood 

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to the family and friends of Dorothy 
“Dee” Scholtz, who passed away on 
November 7, 2018.  

 

 to Barb Lambourne and family on  
the death of her husband, George 
Lambourne, on November 12, 2018. 

 

 to Gary VandenBrand on the death  
of his wife, Doris VandenBrand, on 
November 25, 2018.  

  

Thank you: 
“Thanks to everyone for the prayers, 
cards and support before and after my 
recent shoulder replacement surgery. 
By the time you read this, I hope to  
be out of my sling and working on my 
rehab. It is wonderful to have such a 
caring church family.” 

  - Chris Bussell 
  

“Thank you so much for inviting us 
into your church for the ACT sale. 
We were able to  make $995 for our 
mission work. Thank you to all the 
members who purchased a craft to 
support our neighbors in Muko Sub-
County, Uganda. God bless you!” 
 - Karen S. Viele
 ACT Board Member,  
 Muko Hope Team Leader 

 

“Thank you to my church family for the 
cards, calls, visits and best wishes for 
my 100th birthday. It made my day!” 
 - Ev Wood 

In Our Church 

Each month, the Mission Committee 

collects non-perishable food and 

household goods for different local 

food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

The Salvation Army. Special 

requests are for soup, pancake mix, 

syrup, and canned beef stew. 
 

Please bring any 

donations to the 

designated spot in the 

Gathering Area.  

Thank you!  
 

(please note we cannot accept 

expired food items).  

How Do I… 

 Volunteer to bake cookies for  

Sunday fellowship hour? 

 Contact Karen Nienhouse: 

616-842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org 
 

• Volunteer to teach or mentor 

youth or children? 

Contact Maddie Lambert (youth) or 

Laura Burns (children): 

616-842-6760 or 

mlambert@fpgh.org 

  lburns@fpgh.org 
 

 Volunteer to help with the 

church grounds/landscaping 

maintenance? 

Contact Dan Coulier: 

616-842-6760 or 

dancoulier@fpgh.org 
 

 Volunteer to help with funeral 

luncheons? 

Contact Karen Nienhouse: 

616-842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org 

 

December 
Food Collection 

Congratulations to Our 
Incoming Officers! 

 

The following deacons and elders 
were approved at the congregational 
meeting held on November 18, 2018 

 

Deacons 
Randy Abraham,* Ginger Aubrey,* 

Linda Green, Jeff Hurley,* 
Lynne Kinkema, Jodie LaVercombe, 

Ron Mass,* Barb Scott,  
Sara Shambarger, and Warren Trimble* 

 

Elders 
Andy Becker, Bob Day, Bob Eidson 

David Gritter, Anne McLaughlin, 
Abe Overway,* and Carrie Rivette* 

 

*serving a consecutive term 

Blood Drive 
Friday, December 7 

 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, December 7 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church  

 

sign up on Sundays in the lounge 
or online at:  

www.redcrossblood.org 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 
 

Hand2Hand  
Ministries 

 

Hand2Hand Ministries is a ministry 
supported by FPC and 
is a resource for  
students facing hunger 
over the weekend. By 
providing healthy 
food, students have a 
greater opportunity to 
succeed academically, emotionally, 
and physically. This is done simply 
by providing a backpack filled with 
food in the student’s locker for 
them to take home.  
 

We are currently gearing up for  
winter break, and are asking for  
donations of the following items: 
 

 Pancake mix  
(“just add water” type) 

 Syrup 
 

Donations may be brought in to the 
designated spot in the Gathering  
Area (the blue bin by the Family 
Ministries desk) until December  
 

Thank you for your faithful support 
of this important ministry. 
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It’s  beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas. I’m at my desk look-
ing out the window on the day of our 
first major snowfall of this season, 
and it’s just beautiful. I know many of 
you are over the snow and cold, head-
ing south and west to find the sun, but 
I am a snow lover. It’s peaceful and 
still. It’s fun, allowing for new out-
door opportunities, and it just feels 
right at this time of year. I hope you 
take some time this month to enjoy 
the beautiful snow. Maybe I’ll see 
you at Mulligan’s Hollow or on the 
local sledding hills.  
 

The end of the year brings a lot of 
reflection. Together we have had a 
good year of ministry together.  
Attendance in worship continues to 
grow. We are preparing to receive 
new members once again this month, 
adding almost two dozen new friends 
to our flock. Both youth and children’s 
programs have increasing participation. 
The excellence of our music programs 
continues. (I’m a big music guy, and I 
am surprised at how often the Geneva 
Choir and the Gathering Band bring 
delight to my soul.) In October TAG 

Consulting delivered the great news 
of our church’s dramatic improvement 
in all areas of ministry over the past 
three years. I know I am grateful to 
all staff – past and present – as well 
as members of the church for making 
us what we are today. 
 

Yet challenges remain for us.  
Congregational giving is increasing 
again, but it is still not fully where we 
need it to be to sustain the ministry as 
it is presently constructed. The Session 
ensures good stewardship and  
conservative spending on the ministry, 
and we pray that our generosity as a 
church grows steadily. This church is 
the most active of any church I have 
pastored. You all are busy! As our 
ministry grows, the gap between how 
many volunteers we have and how 
many we need is growing. We have 
some amazing, selfless people who 
step into ministry, but if we’re not 
careful in distributing the ministry 
needs more broadly, then we will 
wear down our volunteers. We  
certainly don’t want that! As you  
reflect on the church and your life at 
the end of this year, I hope you’ll give 
prayer and thought to ways you may 

be able to step into new ministries in 
the coming year. Your contributions 
are essential to doing what God has 
called us to do.  
 

Finally, in this season of Advent, I 
hope you’ll make space in your life to 
prepare the way for Jesus. We’ll have 
wonderful worship on Sunday  
mornings. We’ll decorate the church 
and go caroling together. We’ll have 
a quiet Service of Light and Hope in 
the middle of the month, as well as 
meditative times in the chapel 
throughout the month. Sometimes we 
need some quiet in this season. And, 
of course, we’ll have the joy (and 
sometimes chaos!) of our Christmas 
Eve services. Perhaps you have a 
friend you’d like to invite to church 
this Advent. This would be a great 
time to do so.  
 

With anticipation to what God will do 
among us, I look forward to worship-
ing and serving with you in this 
blessed season.   
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session  

News From the November Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of 

the main points of the last Session meeting. If you would like more detail, the 

Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 

 Approved elder commissioners for the November and December  

presbytery meetings 

 Approved having another weekend with Kevin Ford from  

TAG Consulting to complete the visioning process 

 Called the congregational meeting for the purpose of electing officers 

 Received the news that per capita is now $32.20 per member. This  

money goes to help fund the ministries of the presbytery, synod, and  

General Assembly 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church.  

Keep us in your prayers. 

From the APNC 

Search Committee 
Updates 

 

The Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee has been meeting weekly, 
and has provided this update:  
 

 We continue to review PIFs as  
they come to us 

 We have held first interviews  
with several candidates 

 We are working on a networking 
plan to expand the pool of candidates 

 

Please continue to pray for our work - 
that God would send us the right  
person at the right time! 
 

Members of the APNC: 

Kim Beber, Barb Butterworth,  
Meghan Heritage, Keith Konarska, 
Ron Mass, Mark McCloskey,  
and Maddy Olson 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Tidings article deadline for January 2019 issue: December 14, 2018 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

Advent Sermon Series  

“Coming Home” 
 

In  the United  States, Christmastime   

and thoughts of home just go together. 

“I’ll be Home for Christmas,” and 

“(There’s No Place Like) Home for 

the Holidays,” are two of the most 

popular holiday songs, year after year. 

Christmas movies and television 

shows regularly feature stories of  

people going to their family home or 

extended-family home over the  

holidays. Among the rituals we create 

for this darkest time of the year,  

perhaps the majority of them are  

associated with either going home or 

doing special things at home—whether 

lighting candles and having a time of 

family prayer during Advent, decorating 

a Christmas tree, caroling through a 

neighborhood, or hosting festive 

“open house”  

parties for friends, 

neighbors, and  

colleagues. It’s all 

about home. 
 
 

The Advent and 

Christmas Season is 

about another kind 

of homecoming, the 

homecoming of 

Christ to redeem 

and renew us, this earth, and all creation 

until “heaven and nature sing” with 

joy eternally. The Scriptures the 

church uses for Advent focus first on 

the final fulfillment, and later on the 

beginning of that fulfillment in Jesus. 

As they seek God’s joyous desire, 

they also make plain just how far 

from it we have been and challenge us 

with just how far we, ourselves, have 

to go to begin to live into it. 

 

This year’s Advent and Christmas 

series embraces the secular seasonal 

metaphor of “homecoming” to wrap 
the challenging biblical texts this  

season gives us. Each week’s service 

will invite us to “unwrap” something 

that leads us toward making our hearts, 
our lives, our families, our communities, 

and our world more like the home 

Christ’s ultimate homecoming will 

make it to be. 

SCRIP Cards from 
Joyful Noise 

 

The holidays are so busy—give your-
self a break! Make gift buying easy 
by shopping at Joyful Noise for great 
Christmas gift cards. 
 

Some of the hundreds of gift cards 
available are for: 

 Barnes & Noble 
 Subway 
 Amazon 
 Meijer 
 Starbucks 
 Target 

 

A list of all cards 
available can be found by following 
this link:  
http://www.joyfulnoisekids.com/pdfs/
scrip.pdf 
 

A portion of each sale goes to support 
the ministries of Joyful Noise Child-
care. To order, contact Joyful Noise: 
joyfulnoiseoffice@gmail.com or  
847-6600. 

 Walmart 
 Meijer 
 Bed, Bath & Beyond 
 

Gift Ideas for Those Who Have Everything! 
 

Instead of purchasing another gift for the person 
who has everything, this year prayerfully consider 
purchasing a gift in their honor from the Presby-
terian Giving Catalog. There are 19 pages of gifts 
like these that can make a big impact: 
 

To honor your grandparent who taught you how to garden, consider: 

 a container garden $40 

 farming tools $10 
 

To thank your children’s teacher, consider: 

 supplies for displaced students $30 

 school uniforms $40 
 

To a give a co-worker or as a stocking stuffer, consider: 

  a family of chickens $25 
 

For your children, giving thanks they have/had a safe place to live  
and go to school and receive daily nourishment, consider: 

  a share of a cow (or the cow itself): $50 ($450)  
 

For anyone—remembering Jesus and his family were once refugees, consider: 
 a refugee food basket $50 

 

Check out the Presbyterian Giving Catalog (found in the Gathering Area or 
online at presbyteriangifts.org) for many more gift ideas. God is at work in the 
world and this is one way for us to join in! Help make a life-changing difference. 
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FPC Financial Update 

as of October 31, 2018 
 

Offerings Received Year-to-Date 
720,893 

 

Expenditures Paid Year-to-Date 
744,878 

 

To all who give to support the  
mission of the church—thank you! 
You make the ministry go! 
 

If you are not a regular giver, please 
consider becoming one. Not only is 
it healthy for the church, it is also  
spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Giving online is easy! Just  follow 
this link: 

 

https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 
 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to  
the church office. We would love  
to help! 

Call to Generosity 
Campaign 2019 

 
 
 
 $1,000,000 

76% 

Goal 

As of November 28, 2018, we have 

reached 76% of our 2019 goal.  
 

If you are one of the 241 households 

who have already pledged, Thank 

You! If you have not turned in a 

pledge, it’s never too late!  

Pledge cards are located  

in the office or you may pledge 

online at fpgh.org. 

$ 759,031 

Christmas Joy Offering 
“Every generous act of giving...is from above.” James 1:17 

 

During this Advent and Christmas season we celebrate Presbyterian  
leadership: past, present, and future, through our giving to the Joy Offering. 
Jesus came to earth to lead God’s people, pointing to God through love and 
justice, peace and compassion, forgiveness, and humility. A perfect gift from  
a gracious God. 
 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reflects God’s gift to us through our giving  
at this season to support church leaders among us, retired, present and future. 
These leaders often have greatly impacted our lives of faith, walking with us 
down the path to be more like Jesus. For church workers in need of financial 
help, due to declining health or catastrophic events such as hurricanes and fire, 
this offering provides for needs through the Assistance Program of the Board  
of Pensions. 
 

God also calls new leaders through the ministry of Presbyterian-related 
schools. For students receiving scholar-
ships and support, our generosity means 
enhanced opportunities for these students 
to use their skills and talents to serve God, 
the church, and the world for years to come. 
 

Envelopes for the Christmas Joy offering 
can be found in the pews or text JOY to 
20222 to support this offering. 

A Note from Your Pastor 
 

As the calendar has turned to December, I want to take a moment to thank you 
for your faithfulness in giving to the ministries of First Presbyterian Church 
this year. It truly has been a remarkable year of ministry for our church. The 
Lord did so much in our church in 2018, and your faithfulness – including 
your financial giving – has contributed to that.  
 

Also, we have found that this is a good time of year to assess where we are. 
Our hope is that we finish 2018 strongly, with revenue matching expenses. Our 
revenue comes solely from the faithful giving of our members and friends. We 
depend upon you and need you! 
 

At this time of year, our mailboxes are filled with giving requests from worthy 
organizations. We hope you would consider the church in your year-end giving. 
Your special year-end gift will make a genuine difference in our church.  
If you were not able to pledge as much as you would have liked last fall—or 
would simply like to give something extra—there are many opportunities.   
 

You may mail your gift to our church office or bring it to Sunday worship. 
Contact our Church Administrator, Kelli Jullie at 616-604-2616 to arrange an 
asset gift.  
 

Thank you for your generous support of our church and its ministries. It makes 
a big difference. 
 

Gratefully yours, 
 

Reverend Troy Hauser Brydon 
Senior Pastor  
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Growing in Faith  
Advent Classes 

During Advent, our Sunday  
morning Growing in Faith/committee 
meeting line-up looks like this: 

 Bible Study - Room 3 
(continuing class) 

 Wired Word - Room 5 

 Elder Training - Rec. Room 

 APNC - conference room 

 Living Advent - Fellowship Hall  

New to this lineup is “Living Ad-
vent,” facilitated by Pastor Jill and 
Katie Neitring. The pair invite you to 
join them in considering how to create 
space in our homes for ourselves, our 
family, our neighbors and for Jesus 
during the Advent season. They will 
also have holiday drinks!!!  Meijer Simply Give Program Benefits  

Love in Action 
 

Love in Action of the Tri-Cities is once again being blessed by 
Meijer’s Simply Give program, which runs through December 
29. The purchase of a $10 Simply Give card at the Grand Haven 
Meijer store will help raise funds that are then converted into  
food-only gift cards used by LIA to stock its central pantry and by 
its 10 area church pantries to stock their shelves. Double match 

day is Friday, December 7. That means for every $10 card purchased, Meijer 
will double match it. The total donation will be $30 per card up to a maximum  
donation of $10,000. Your help by purchasing a card will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
of First Presbyterian Church  

 

“A Wreath of Carols” 
Muskegon Chamber Choir 
Sunday, December 16, 4:00 p.m. 
 

In collage format, this concert covers a wide range  
of musical selections and has become a local  
seasonal favorite. The choir performs as many as 
26 Advent, Christmas, & Epiphany pieces ranging 
from medieval to 21st century music, with some audience participation. 
 
Join us for this musical celebration of the season! 
 
The next C.A.S. event is the Grand Rapids Guitar Quartet on January 13,  
at 4:00 p.m.  
 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

Wreath of Carols 
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Children’s & Youth Ministries 

Gingerbread House 
Night! 

 

What: Make a gingerbread house 

When: Thursday, December 13 

Time: 6:15-8:00 p.m. 

Where: Recreation Room 

Bring: A small cardboard carton 
 

Joyful Noise invites everyone to 

come and join them for their annual  

gingerbread (graham cracker) house 

decorating night!  
 

You will need to bring any size 

cardboard carton (milk, orange juice, 
etc.). The frosting, candies,  

pretzels and a surface to mount  

everything on will 

be provided. Every-
thing will be set up 

in the recreation 

room downstairs. 
 

Children’s Taste and 
See Program 

December 16 will mark the conclusion 

of our fall “Taste and See” children’s 

program.   

The new year will bring a new format 

for the children's middle hour—stay 

tuned for details coming soon! 

Working Together on 
a Masterpiece! 

On Sundays during 

Advent, there will be 

Advent-themed post-

ers to color in the 

lounge for  

anyone who feels 

inspired!  

Posters, colored pen-

cils, and crayons will be on the tables, 

and artists of ALL ages are  

encouraged to help color these in. 

We can wait to see they all turn out! 

Youth Ministries is Looking for YOU!! 
 

After receiving lots of feedback about our 2018 
fall programming from students and families we 
will be moving forward in the same manner for 
2019! Please continue giving us feedback, asking 
questions, and providing suggestions; we love 
hearing from you! 
 

An extra special shout out to our current youth 
leaders- Jay, Katie, Becky, Scott, and Heather, 

who are dedicated to the spiritual development of our youth—we are  
incredibly blessed to have them as a part of our team. As of now, our program 
is growing in size and in need of more leaders! We would love to find a few 
more individuals looking to develop strong relationships with our youth on 
Sunday nights. If you see someone with gifts for 
youth ministry, or even if you yourself think you 
might be interested in giving a portion of your time, 
please let us know. I know that any of our leaders 
would love to share their experience and I am always 
open to answering questions! 
 

You can catch me on Sunday mornings, or at mlambert@fpgh.org, or  
616-842-6760. 

Winter/Spring 2019 Youth Group 
Schedule of Special Events 

 

January 
 13    5th-12th grade youth group starts back up again! Normal hours 5:15-7:30  
    All permission slips, payment and online registration due for 9-12th 

    grade Grace Adventures retreat 
 25-27  5th-8th grade retreat to Camp Geneva 
 27   No youth group 
 

February 
 15-17  9th-12th grade retreat to Grace Adventures                              
 22-24  First Pres. marriage retreat- no youth group   
             

March 
 9  (Saturday) Youth Sunday rehearsal- details to come 
 10  Youth Sunday (8:45 AND 11 am services) 
 24  All St. Louis permission slips and payments due 
 31 No youth group** happy spring break :) 
 

April 
 21  No youth group - happy Easter! 
 26 Youth auction - more details to come 
 

May 
 19   Graduation Sunday! 8:45 am and 11 am services- more details to come 
 

June 
 2  Final youth group of the year 
 10-14  High school retreat to Intervarsity Cedar Campus - details to come 
 30 St. Louis mission trip informational meeting at 10am 
 

July 
14-20  6-12th grade mission trip to St. Louis 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

December 2018 

Non-Profit Organization 
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Christmas Flower Dedications 
 

Your flower dedication contributions make it possible to decorate the Sanctuary, 
Gathering Area and Lounge with the beautiful flowers and greenery of Christmas.     
 

Anyone wishing to make a dedication to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin may 
do so by completing the form below and returning it by Sunday, December 16, to the 
church office or by dropping it in the Sunday offering plate. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and telephone number.   
Feel free to use additional forms as necessary.  Suggested donation: $12/per dedication. 
  
 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 DEDICATION 2.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 GIVEN BY:   
 
 PHONE/EMAIL:  

 
Make check payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation:  “Christmas dedication” 


