
 
 
 
 

 
 

Alaskan and Yukon Rivers Webinar Series 
#1: Introduction to the Alaskan and Yukon Rivers Project & Native Advisory Council Application Process 

Presented by the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals Climate Change Program 
 

Date: Wednesday, May 27, 2020  
Time: 1:00 – 2:30 pm (Alaska), 2:00 – 3:30 pm (Yukon Territory) 
 

This webinar is the first in a series of webinars that the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP) Climate 
Change Program will host in collaboration with the University of Colorado-Boulder, as part of a new project,, The 
Sensitivity of Alaskan and Yukon Rivers, Fish, and Communities to Climate funded by the National Science Foundation’s 
Navigating the New Arctic Program. The webinars will provide regular updates on project progress and a space for 
Indigenous community members and organizations in Alaska and the Yukon Territory, Canada to interact with the Project 
Team, inform the team about their interests and priorities and provide feedback on project directions, results, analysis, 
and more.  
 

Project Background 
The goal of the project is to integrate Indigenous Knowledges, community 
monitoring, and the modeling of climate, river flows and temperatures, 
river ice transportation corridors, and fish to improve our understanding 
of how Arctic rivers, fish, and Indigenous communities might be impacted 
by and adapt to climate change. Additional key goals include protecting 
Indigenous Knowledges throughout the project and ensuring the equitable 
co-production of knowledge. Climate data will be produced for all of 
Alaska and the Yukon Territory, Canada. River and fish modeling data will 
be produced for the Yukon River watershed in Alaska and the Yukon 
Territory and for watersheds north to the Arctic Ocean in Alaska. The 
project began Jan. 1, 2020 and goes through Dec. 31, 2024. 
 

Native Advisory Council  
The project is in the process of forming a Native Advisory Council of up to 11 members. The Council will help researchers 
evaluate input from the broader community and make decisions about research design, output, and analysis. The Council 
will also help the Project Team establish protocols to protect Indigenous Knowledges and ensure the equitable co-
production of knowledge and will lead the design of a two-day Arctic Rivers Summit scheduled to take place in 
Anchorage during Winter 2021/22. During the webinar, we will discuss the Council structure, application process, and 
consultation fees. We welcome members of Alaska Native Tribes, Yukon First Nations, and tribal organizations who serve 
these communities to apply to be on the Council. Links to more information about the Council and application form will 
be provided during the webinar and will also be posted soon on ITEP’s Climate Change Program website. 
 

Presenters 
• Keith Musselman, University of Colorado-Boulder and lead principal investigator for the project will provide a 

project overview, introduce project partners, and discuss how the project came about. 
• Nicole Herman-Mercer, U.S. Geological Survey and co-principal investigator for the project will discuss 

opportunities to participate in the project. 
• Karen Cozzetto, Co-Manager, Climate Change Program, Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals, will discuss 

the Native Advisory Council structure and application process and upcoming webinars in the series. 
 

To register: Please click here to register. There is no cost to attend. 
 

For additional information please click these links: 
Project Ways to Participate Fact Sheet, Proposed project description submitted to the NSF 
 

Questions: Please contact Karen Cozzetto, ITEP Climate Change Program, karen.cozzetto@nau.edu, 928-523-6758.  

Geographic area for which river and fish data will be 
produced. 

http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/tcc/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/146169482680690702
https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/docs/NNAWaystoParticipate_FactSheet_May2020.pdf
http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/docs/arcticRivers_NSF_NNA_project_description.pdf
mailto:Karen.Cozzetto@nau.edu

