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Introduction

It all begins with curiosity—that urge to explore, seek new experienc-

es, or understand. And for many years, libraries have held treasures 

that pique our curiosity and create excitement, pleasure, and a love of 

learning. The Love Your Library articles are designed to let students’ 

curiosity soar. The lessons in this guide draw on the articles and help 

educators nurture students’ skills in research.

Overview of Lessons

The lessons are designed to be conducted in one class period, are 

connected to related national curriculum standards, and include all 

the directions and material lists necessary to integrate the lessons 

into the curricula of middle school grades. Lesson topics range from 

designing an online library to learning how to research information 

on animals, people, and travel. Key vocabulary words and terms are 

highlighted in each lesson. 

Contents
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the Future

5. Love Your Library: Creating a 

Library Guide

7. Library Research Essentials: 

Planning for Online Searches
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17. Planning Travel on a Budget

19. Write Your Own Biography, 
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   HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Use this guide to select a lesson plan (or plans) that introduce students to the key concepts in the Love Your Library arti-

cles. The lesson plans in this guide address the Love Your Library challenge as a whole and themes from specific articles.
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 40–45 minutes

Materials:

	➜ Computers

	➜ Large poster sheets (optional 

- one for every four students)

	➜ Paper

	➜ Writing implements

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Website navigation: (noun) 

the science and skill that you 

apply to a website that helps 

visitors move from one page 

to another.

LESSON PLAN

Design the Online Library of the Future

Overview: 

This lesson will engage students in thinking about the purposes and 

features of online libraries and their ideal online library experience. In 

this lesson, students will:

	➜ Explore various online public libraries

	➜ Gather key information about online libraries

	➜ Consider what an online library might contain and look like in the 

future

Directions:

1. Before the lesson, prepare copies of the library website links listed 

in step #4 or write them in a place where all students can see 

them.

2. Ask students if they’ve visited a public library’s website—their local 

library or another library. Ask them to briefly describe their experi-

ence(s).

3. Tell students they’ll be viewing a variety of public library websites 

and designing a new online library of the future.

4. Show students the public library website links and have them 

work in pairs to “tour” the sites. You may wish to add your local 

public library website to the list. 

a. New York Public Library: https://www.nypl.org/ 

b. Sunnyvale Public Library, California: https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/

community/library/default.htm 

c. Saint Paul Public Library, Minnesota: https://sppl.org/

d. Jacksonville Public Library, Florida: https://jaxpubliclibrary.

org/ 

5. As they tour the sites, have them note the site features they like—

such as the services, events, or navigation. They can also note 

features they don’t find helpful or useful.

6. Have each pair then join another pair to discuss what they liked 

and didn’t like on the sites.

https://www.nypl.org/ 
https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/community/library/default.htm
https://sunnyvale.ca.gov/community/library/default.htm
https://sppl.org/
https://jaxpubliclibrary.org/ 
https://jaxpubliclibrary.org/ 
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7. Next, ask each group to design their “ideal” online library of the 

future. Ask them to consider:

a. What features would be included on the site?

b. How would users navigate the site? What help features would 

be important?

c. What would the home page look like (layout, colors, etc.)?

d. What would be different about your library from current on-

line libraries? What makes it a library of the future?

8. Have each group prepare:

a. A list of library features (in response to the questions above) 

b. A diagram or visual of the library’s home page

9. Have the groups attach their lists to poster sheets and display 

them for a gallery walk.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ NCSS Social Studies Standards: Science, Technology, and Soci-

ety:

a. Ask and find answers to questions about the ways in which 

science and technology affect people’s lives today in different 

places.

b. Use scientific findings and forms of technology to formulate 

possible solutions to real-life issues and problems.
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 40–45 minutes

Materials:

	➜ Paper

	➜ Writing implements

	➜ Large poster sheets (option-

al) or paper

	➜ Sticky dots (six per student)

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ User guide: (noun) instruc-

tions, also commonly known 

as a user manual, intended 

to assist people in using a 

particular product, service or 

application.

LESSON PLAN

Love Your Library: Creating a Library Guide

Overview:

Often the best way to learn about something is to write about it. This 

lesson will help students communicate about the resources in their 

school library and about how to navigate the library’s sections and 

features. In this lesson, students will:

	➜ Create questions to learn more about the school library

	➜ Draft an outline for a user guide for the school library

Directions:

1. Begin the lesson by asking students about their first experience in 

the school library. 

2. Tell the students that they will be creating questions about the 

library and then drafting an outline for a guide for new library 

users.

3. Have students work in pairs to create questions about the li-

brary—questions they may have had before their first experience 

in the library or questions new users might ask. Instruct each pair 

to write their questions down on paper or a large poster sheet.

4. After the pairs finish, have them post their questions on the wall. 

5. Give each student six sticky dots and have them read the ques-

tions. Tell the students to “vote” for the six questions they think 

are most important by putting one dot next to each question. 

Assign two students to tally the votes and record and share the 

four questions that got the most dots. 

6. Ask the students to discuss why they selected those as the most 

important.

7. Take the class to the school library to take a “tour.” Ask the stu-

dents to take notes on the library’s different sections and special 

areas (reading nooks, computer area or room, information desk, 

check-out area, etc.). 

8. Have the students who tallied the votes ask the librarian the top 

four questions from the class.
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9. Return to the classroom and ask the students who interviewed 

the librarian to report on the answers.

10. Then, have students work in small groups to outline their library 

guides on paper or large poster sheets.

11. Post the outlines/maps for a gallery walk.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts:

a. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas, concepts, and information through the se-

lection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. CCSS.

ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERA-

CY.W.8.2
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 35–45 minutes

Materials:

	➜ Paper or large poster sheets

	➜ Writing implements

	➜ Projection system for playing 

an online video

	➜ Computers with internet 

access

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Artificial intelligence: 

(noun) the theory and de-

velopment of computer 

systems able to perform 

tasks that normally require 

human intelligence, such as 

visual perception, speech 

recognition, decision-mak-

ing, and translation between 

languages.

	➜ Algorithm: (noun) a specif-

ic procedure for solving a 

well-defined computational 

problem.

	➜ Machine learning: (noun) 

artificial intelligence that lets 

computers learn without be-

ing explicitly programmed.

LESSON PLAN

Library Research Essentials: Planning for Online 
Searches

Overview:

Understanding how to conduct productive, effective internet search-

es is a critical skill for middle school students. This lesson introduces 

information that will help students plan for research.In this lesson, 

students will:

	➜ Explore how internet searches work

	➜ Develop questions on topics of interest

	➜ Narrow possible keyword terms and phrases for effective search-

es

Directions:

1. Tell students that an important step of library research is conduct-

ing effective searches. Ask students if they’ve ever searched for 

something on the internet but received results that weren’t very 

helpful. Tell them that they will learn about how internet search 

engines work to help them do better online research.

2. Play the “The Internet: How Search Works” video from Code.org 

(5:14 minutes). You can find it by scrolling down to the How the 

Internet Works section of the web page.

The Internet: How Search Works: https://code.org/educate/re-

sources/videos

3. Ask students: 

a. What new information did you learn about how searches 

work? 

b. What can you do in searches to help the search engine under-

stand exactly what you are looking for? 

c. What are the best ways to narrow our searches?

4. Tell students they are going to practice creating search terms 

that yield good results. Have them review the Love Your Library 

articles and work in small groups to select a topic to learn more 

about or assign them a topic.

https://code.org/educate/resources/videos 
https://code.org/educate/resources/videos 
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5. Have the groups develop and write out three to four questions 

about their topic on paper or a poster sheet.

6. Under each question, have the group list keyword search terms or 

phrases they might use to find relevant information.

7. Tell the groups to discuss why they think their search words or 

phrases will help them get good results. 

8. Next, have the groups do a quick search using their words or 

phrases and then discuss their results.

9. Bring the class together to discuss the activity and how they think 

it will help their future internet searches.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts:

a. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, draw-

ing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when ap-

propriate. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.7

b. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (includ-

ing a self-generated question), drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions that 

allow for multiple avenues of exploration. CCSS.ELA-LITERA-

CY.W.8.7
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 45–50 minutes

Materials:

	➜ Large poster sheets (option-

al)

	➜ Writing implements

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Design sprint: (noun) a 

time-constrained process 

for developing something, 

typically a product or inno-

vation.

	➜ Script: (noun) the written 

text of a play, movie, or 

broadcast.

LESSON PLAN

About Food: Outlining a Video Script

Overview:

This lesson will build on the “Bite Into a Rolex in Uganda” article that 

describes a food students are probably not familiar with and the pro-

cess for making the food. The lesson will engage students in creating 

an initial outline for a short video about their school’s food service. In 

this lesson, students will:

	➜ Develop interview questions

	➜ Make decisions about narrowing information gathered

	➜ Prepare an outline for a short video script

Directions:

1. Prior to the lesson, invite the school’s food service director or 

building food service manager to join the class about 10-15 min-

utes into the activity to answer student-created questions about 

the school’s food service.

2. Begin the lesson with a short discussion about the “Bite Into a 

Rolex in Uganda” article. 

3. Tell students they’ll be learning about the school’s food service 

and how decisions are made about what to serve. Let them know 

that they’ll use the information to prepare an outline for a short 

video script.

4. Have students work in groups (five total) to prepare a list of ques-

tions to ask the school’s food service director. Ask the groups to 

present their questions to the class and have the class select four 

to five questions they want to ask. Ask one student to write the 

questions on a large poster sheet or classroom dry erase board or 

chalkboard.

5. Have the food service director join the class and give students 

15 minutes to ask their questions. Consider assigning two stu-

dents to ask the questions and one or two students to record the 

answers.
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6. After the Q & A period, ask students to rejoin their small groups 

and prepare the outline of a video script. Ask students to consider 

these questions:

c. What is the most important information to cover in two min-

utes?

c. How will they hook the viewers?

d. What visuals will they need?

7. Tell students this is a sort of “design sprint”—meaning they need 

to work very quickly to make the story decisions and write their 

outline. Remind them that they only have two minutes to tell their 

story.

8. Have each group select one person to read the group’s script to 

the class.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts:

a. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, 

and well-structured event sequences. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3; 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3

b. Integrate information presented in different media or formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 

coherent understanding of a topic or issue. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.

RI.6.7
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 40–45 minutes 

Materials:

	➜ Paper

	➜ Writing implements

	➜ Computers with internet 

access

	➜ A world map (optional)

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Habitat: (noun) the natural 

home or environment of 

an animal, plant, or other 

organism.

	➜ Critically endangered spe-

cies: (noun) a species facing 

an extremely high risk of 

extinction in the wild. 

	➜ Endangered species: (noun) 

a species considered to be 

facing a very high risk of 

extinction in the wild.

	➜ Vulnerable species: (noun) 

a species that is threatened 

with extinction unless the 

circumstances that are 

threatening its survival and 

reproduction improve.

	➜ Threatened species: (noun) 

any species that are vulnera-

ble to extinction in the near 

future.

LESSON PLAN

Human and Environmental Impacts on Endangered 
Species

Overview:

Both pandas and honey bees face challenges to their continued sur-

vival in the wild. This lesson will build on what students know about 

endangered species and explore the environmental and human im-

pacts that threaten these animals. In this lesson, students will:

	➜ Examine threats to pandas and pollinators

	➜ Select a threatened or endangered species and research the 

threats to that species

Directions:

1. Engage students in a discussion of the “Giant Pandas Live the 

Wild Life” and “Honey Flavors to Know and Love” articles. Ask 

students what they already know about dangers to pandas and 

pollinator populations such as honey bees.

2. Have students work in pairs to “tour” one of the websites be-

low. Assign half of the pairs to read the Major Threats to Pandas 

website and the other half to read the Major Threats to Pollinators 

website. As they read, ask students to note the major threats to 

these animals.

a. Major Threats to Pandas: https://wwf.panda.org/discover/

knowledge_hub/endangered_species/giant_panda/prob-

lems/ 

b. Major Threats to Pollinators: https://projectdragonfly.

miamioh.edu/great-pollinator-project/conservation/ma-

jor-threats-to-pollinators/ 

3. Bring the class back together and ask for volunteers to verbally 

present their findings. Allow time for two presentations per web-

site.

4. Next, discuss the difference between critically endangered, en-

dangered, and vulnerable animals and ask the pairs to:

a. Pick a species from the World Wildlife Species Directory 

(https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/directory).

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/endangered_species/giant_panda/problems/
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/endangered_species/giant_panda/problems/
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/knowledge_hub/endangered_species/giant_panda/problems/
https://projectdragonfly.miamioh.edu/great-pollinator-project/conservation/major-threats-to-pollinators/
https://projectdragonfly.miamioh.edu/great-pollinator-project/conservation/major-threats-to-pollinators/
https://projectdragonfly.miamioh.edu/great-pollinator-project/conservation/major-threats-to-pollinators/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/directory
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b. Click that animal’s name to research its primary habitat loca-

tions and the threats it faces. Tell students they may also use 

other online sources if time allows. 

5. Bring the class back together again and ask for volunteers to ver-

bally present their findings.

6. (Optional) Have students add their animal’s primary habitat loca-

tions to a classroom world map.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Life Science:

MS-LS2: Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics. Disci-

plinary Core Idea: 

LS2.C: Ecosystem Dynamics, Functioning, and Resilience

a. Ecosystems are dynamic in nature; their characteristics can 

vary over time. Disruptions to any physical or biological 

component of an ecosystem can lead to shifts in all its popu-

lations.

b. Biodiversity describes the variety of species found in Earth’s 

terrestrial and oceanic ecosystems. The completeness or in-

tegrity of an ecosystem’s biodiversity is often used as a mea-

sure of its health.

	➜ Pollinator: (noun) anything 

that helps carry pollen from 

the male part of the flower 

(stamen) to the female part 

of the same or another flow-

er (stigma). 
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 40–45 minutes 

Materials:

	➜ Computers with internet 

access

	➜ Projection system for playing 

an online video

	➜ Paper or poster sheets

	➜ Writing implements

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Auditory: (adjective) relating 

to the sense of hearing.

	➜ Tactile: (adjective) relating to 

the sense of touch.

LESSON PLAN

Researching Animal Communication

Overview:

Animals generally communicate in four ways: visual, auditory, chem-

ical, and tactile. This lesson expands on the “Stella the Talking Dog” 

article by exploring how animals communicate naturally.  In this 

lesson, students will:

	➜ Identify the ways animals communicate

	➜ Determine how communication is similar or different among 

species

	➜ Interpret and analyze information presented in digital formats

Directions:

1. Begin the lesson by asking students for their reactions to the 

“Stella the Talking Dog” article and discuss different types of com-

munication (visual, auditory, chemical, and tactile).

2. Play all or part of the “Nature Works: Natural Communication” 

video (begin at 1:00 and end at 4:27).

a. Nature Works: Natural Communication: https://www.pbs.org/

video/natureworks-natural-communication/

3. Ask students to recap how animals in the video communicated 

with visual, auditory, chemical, and tactile signals. 

4. Brainstorm as a whole class the ways in which students have 

experienced animals communicating—with other animals or with 

humans. 

5. Have students work in small groups to conduct online research 

about animal communication.

6. Assign the following websites (one per group) about animal 

communication or have students do their own internet search for 

information.

a. The Language of Wolves: https://www.livingwithwolves.org/

about-wolves/language/

b. Why Do Whales Make Sounds?: https://bit.ly/3JdtYLl

c. Do Ants Use Smell to Talk?: https://insider.si.edu/2014/03/ant-

communication-do-ants-use-smell-to-talk/

https://www.pbs.org/video/natureworks-natural-communication/
https://www.pbs.org/video/natureworks-natural-communication/
https://www.livingwithwolves.org/about-wolves/language/
https://www.livingwithwolves.org/about-wolves/language/
https://bit.ly/3JdtYLl 
https://insider.si.edu/2014/03/ant-communication-do-ants-use-smell-to-talk/
https://insider.si.edu/2014/03/ant-communication-do-ants-use-smell-to-talk/
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d. Gorilla Communication: https://gorillafund.org/uncatego-

rized/gorilla-communication/

e. Crack the Code of Elephant Communication: https://

www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/unforgettable-ele-

phants-crack-the-code-of-elephant-communication/5885/

7. Ask students to read the information on the websites and look for 

the different ways the assigned animal communicates. 

8. Have students note their research findings on paper or poster 

sheets to display for the class to read. 

9. After students have read the posted information, ask them to 

discuss the similarities and differences they observed in commu-

nication among different animals.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ NGSS Disciplinary Core Idea:LS1: From Molecules to Organ-

isms: Structures and Processes:

a. LS1.B: Growth and Development of Organisms: Understand 

that animals engage in characteristic behaviors that increase 

the odds of reproduction.

	➜ Common Core State Standards: Speaking and Listening: Com-

prehension and Collaboration:

a. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse part-

ners on (grade level) topics, texts, and issues, building on oth-

ers’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.

SL.6.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1

b. Interpret and analyze the main ideas and supporting details 

presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quan-

titatively, orally) and explain how they clarify a topic, text, or 

issue under study. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2 and 7.2

https://gorillafund.org/uncategorized/gorilla-communication/
https://gorillafund.org/uncategorized/gorilla-communication/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/unforgettable-elephants-crack-the-code-of-elephant-communication/5885/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/unforgettable-elephants-crack-the-code-of-elephant-communication/5885/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/unforgettable-elephants-crack-the-code-of-elephant-communication/5885/
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 40–45 minutes 

Materials:

	➜ Paper

	➜ Writing implements

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Graphic novels: (noun) a 

full-length story published as 

a book in comic-strip format.

	➜ Plot: (noun) the main events 

of a play, novel, movie, or 

similar work, devised and 

presented by the writer as an 

interrelated sequence.

	➜ Characters: (noun) persons 

in a novel, play, or movie.

LESSON PLAN

Writing the Graphic Novel: Developing Plot and 
Characters

Overview:

The “Graphic Novel or Bust” article provides students with an over-

view of graphic novels and how they are created. This lesson builds 

on that article and engages students in the first steps of developing a 

graphic novel. In this lesson, students will:

	➜ Explore the elements of graphic novels

	➜ Use the elements of graphic novels to begin developing the plot 

and characters for a graphic novel story

Directions:

1. Before the lesson, make sure students read the “Graphic Novel or 

Bust” article.

2. Begin the lesson by asking students if they’ve ever read graphic 

novels. If so, have two to three students tell you about their read-

ing experience. Then, ask the students if they have read comics 

and, if so, how they think they are the same as or different from 

graphic novels. Make sure students note that graphic novels tell a 

complete story whereas comics often tell a series of stories that 

relate to each other.

3. Then ask: What was the one most important thing you learned 

from the “Graphic Novel or Bust” article? Allow time for as many 

students to respond as possible. 

4. Tell students that they will be taking the first steps of creating a 

graphic novel: (1) developing a simple outline of the plot and (2) 

identifying the cast of characters.

5. Have students first think about a story (fiction or nonfiction) they 

might tell in a graphic novel and then write a short outline for the 

story’s plot: what will happen first, next, etc. Ask the students to 

include a problem or challenge and how it will be resolved. Re-

mind students that a story has a beginning, middle, and end, but 

that their outline should just be a very basic description of their 

story.
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6. Instruct students to create a list of the characters for their story 

and to describe them in as much detail as possible.

7. Have students gather in small groups to describe their stories and 

characters.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts:

a. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., 

stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in 

terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. CCSS.

ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.9; 

b. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact 

(e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). CCSS.ELA-LIT-

ERACY.RL.7.3

c. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story 

or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or 

provoke a decision. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 40–45 minutes 

Materials:

	➜ Paper or poster sheets

	➜ Writing implements

	➜ Computers with internet 

access

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Destination: (noun) the 

place to which someone or 

something is going or being 

sent; the journey’s end.

	➜ Expedition: (noun) a jour-

ney or voyage undertaken 

by a group of people with a 

particular purpose, especially 

that of exploration.

	➜ Budget: (noun) as related to 

travel: the amount of money 

available to spend on travel; 

the costs associated with 

travel.

	➜ Scenario: (noun) a proposed 

or suggested sequence or 

development of events.

LESSON PLAN

Planning Travel on a Budget

Overview:

Travel brings wonderful new experiences—whether that travel is 

close to home or to more distant locations. But everyone must con-

sider the various costs associated with travel.In this lesson, students 

will:

	➜ Consider the necessary information required for planning a family 

trip and conduct internet research for that information

	➜ Use mathematical skills and reasoning to solve a real-world prob-

lem

Directions:

1. Begin the lesson with a discussion about the “Super Safari” article. 

Tell students: 

We love to read or watch television programs about faraway places 
and think about what it would be like to travel there. Most people 
have that travel “bug”—whether it’s wanting to go on an expedition, 
day trip, or other type of journey. But first they need to think about 
what it will cost. 

2. Have students work in pairs for this activity.

3. Tell students to pretend they are travel agents tasked with creat-

ing a travel-on-a-budget mini-vacation plan for a family of four. 

Tell them they can choose any location in the United States but 

that the trip must include costs for:

a. A two-day stay 

b. Meals for two days for four people

c. Activities: what they will see and do

d. Souvenirs

e. Anything else they think the family will need while there

Tell them to not include the costs of transportation.

4. Have the pairs conduct internet research to: 

a. Learn about their selected location and the associated costs

b. Create a short travel plan with the details of their activities and 

the budget for their mini-vacation
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NOTE: Provide students with some ideas for where to find the lodg-
ing and meal information online. Suggest that they look for hotels, 
resorts, or other lodging options in their location, as well as restau-
rants. 

5. Have the pairs write their travel plans with budgets on paper or 

poster sheets and ask them to prepare short presentations about 

their plans to share with the class.

6. Have each pair briefly present their budget travel plans and then 

display them in class.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts:

a. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, 

and well-structured event sequences. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3; 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3

b. Integrate information presented in different media or formats 

(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 

coherent understanding of a topic or issue. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.

RI.6.7

	➜ Common Core State Standards, Mathematical Practices:

a. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

b. Use appropriate tools strategically.
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Lesson Length:

	➜ 35–40 minutes 

Materials:

	➜ Paper 

	➜ Writing implements

Key Vocabulary:

	➜ Biography: (noun) an ac-

count of someone’s life 

written by someone else.

LESSON PLAN

Write Your Own Biography, Sort Of

Overview:

Biographies feed our curiosity about other people—whether these 

people are historical figures or our neighbors. This lesson builds on 

the biographical article about Harriet Tubman and engages students 

in learning more about themselves and their classmates. In this les-

son, students will:

	➜ Explore the elements of a biography

	➜ Write a biographical narrative about a classmate

Directions:

1. Lead students in a discussion of the “A Fight for Freedom” arti-

cle. Ask students what they found interesting in this biographical 

sketch of Harriet Tubman—elements of the story that made Tub-

man come alive for them. Push for responses that touch on both 

the basic facts and the personal tidbits of her life. 

2. Ask students to think about other biographies they have read. Ask: 

What information do you usually find in a biography? After a short 

time for responses, provide students with the list below.

a. Date and place of birth

b. Childhood

c. Educational background

d. Family life

e. Adult life: job and location

f. Major accomplishments

3. Ask students to think about what a biography of their life might 

look like. Then, tell them to think of themselves as a famous per-

son of the future. Ask: What would you like to be famous for in 50 

years? What would you like a biographer to write about you? Tell 

them to let their imaginations run a little wild. 

4. Have students write a list of the highlights of their future famous 

lives. Ask them to list the elements you have discussed—plus fun 

facts and little events that would bring their stories to life. Tell 

students they can make up all the details of their famous lives.
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5. Next, have them work in pairs and exchange their biographical 

lists. Tell them to pretend they are journalists assigned to write 

a two-minute biographical snippet of this famous person—their 

classmate. 

6. Give the pairs 10 minutes to write their classmate’s future bio and 

read them to each other.

Related National Curriculum Standards:

	➜ Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts:

a. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 

events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, 

and well-structured event sequences. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3; 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3
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