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“Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor 15:57).

Christ is the Captain and we are the soldiers. Our weapons are not nuclear,
chemical or biological but spiritual. Through them we destroy the enemy’s war
machine (2 Cor 10:4,5). We are “the” super-power in the universe. From Christ we
have the supranatural and supernatural power and authority. Air supremacy is
ours, because we are sitting with Him in the heavenlies (Eph 2:6).

Nevertheless, we cannot underestimate the enemy. Satan does not work
haphazardly but attacks systematically. His war doctrine and strategy Are based on
an experience of millenniums of war with the saints. He is now more furious than
ever “because he knows that he has a short time” (Rev 12:12). However, the victory
is ours — through the Victor.

Here’s how we win:

1. Thro’ Christ’s Example

The devil was after Christ from Bethlehem to Calvary. He tempted Him at all
points. But Christ never once yielded (Heb 4:15). The Scriptures unfold His secrets
of consistent and complete victory.

First and foremost, Christ had surrendered Himself absolutely to the authority
of the Father. While coming into the world, He assured His Father, “Behold, I have
come to do Your will, O God” (Heb 10:5-7). He never went back on this commitment.
Only the one under authority can exercise authority. That military official observed
this clearly in the life of Jesus. He recognized that Jesus was functioning under His
Father’s orders. So all that was necessary was a single word of command to the devil
(Mt 8:8,9). Apostle James unequivocally said, “Submit to God, resist the devil and
he will flee from you” (Js 4:7).

Secondly, Christ maintained vigilance through prayer. History indicates that the
best time to strike a foe is just after dusk or just before dawn! Satan strikes us
when most unexpected, at the hour of slackness and idling. It was “while men slept”
that the enemy sowed tares (Mt 13:25). Watch-and-pray is not hollow verbiage.
That’s the only way to overcome the weak flesh by a willing spirit (Mt 26:41).
And prayer must be coupled with fasting when the enemy offers stiff resistance
(Mt 17:21).

The devil is usually good-looking! He is a masquerader. He came to Jesus in the
wilderness as His promoter (Mt 4:5-10). Jesus unmasked him through the spiritual
sensitivity gained during the forty days of prayer. On another occasion the devil
camouflaged as His well-wisher. Jesus had no difficulty to discern him because of
His prayer-wrought alertness (Mt 16:21-23). Prayer is a fine tuner to catch Heaven’s signals.
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Would Jesus say this? Would He do this? Would approve this? Answers to these
questions save us from devil’s snares and schemes. A close and regular study of
Gospels is a must to learn Christ’s ways of defeating enemy.

2. Thro’ Christ’s Blood

The death of Christ was the most dreadful blow ever given to the empire of darkness.
Satan trembles at the Blood of Christ. He dares not come near the scarlet cord. He will
pass over when there’s blood on the door posts.

The devil is an accuser. He is on the job round the clock, He never grows tired
of bringing accusations and condemnations against the people of God. But we can
frustrate his attempts through the Blood. “They overcame him by the blood of the
lamb” (Rev 12:10,11). With a brazen disregard for the devil’s accusations, Paul
challenged, “Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died...” (Rom 8:34).

Satan drives us gloomy by sowing guilt in our conscience. He makes us forget
the finished work of Christ on the Cross. We must learn to differentiate between
conviction and condemnation. The former is of the Spirit while the latter is of the
devil. Let’s stand firm on the assurance of the cleansing and purging of our
conscience by the blood of Christ (Heb 9:14).

Walking in openness and transparency with the Lord guarantees a continuous
cleansing by the stream of Immanuel’s blood (1 Jn 1:7). Feelings fluctuate and so
we will not depend on them. The unchanging fact is —

There’s power, power, wonder-working power,
In the blood of the Lamb;
There’s power, power, wonder-working power,
In the precious blood of the Lamb.

Our faith in Christ who came “by water and blood” is what overcomes the world
(1 Jn 5:4-6). Our identification with the crucifixion of Christ frees us from sin and
so we are no longer slaves to it (Rom 6:6,7). Next time the devil reminds you of a
past sin, give him the unkindest cut, “Shut up! It’s all done on the Cross!”

Speaking of the preciousness of the blood of Christ, D.L. Moody (1837-1899)
said, “One drop of Christ’s blood is worth more than heaven and earth!”

3. Thro’ Christ’s Resurrection

“If Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!” (1 Cor 15:17).
But Alleluia, Christ is risen and so we have victory!

The Resurrected Christ lives in us (Gal 2:20). He our General is greater than the
one in the world (1 Jn 4:4). Jesus triumphantly declared, “I’ve overcome the world!”
What words of cheer to the army in the heat of the battle. Further He says, “Behold,
I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions and over all the power
of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Lk 10:19). This is a
ground war and we will outgun the enemy!
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Because of resurrection, Christ is given “the name above every name” (Phil 2:9;
Acts 2:32,36). In the Name of Jesus, we have the victory! “The Name of the Lord is
a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe” (Prov 18:10). It’s a bunker no
scud missile can penetrate! The Name of Jesus is the “patriot” that intercepts the
enemy’s missiles, not missing one! David warned Goliath, “You come to me with a
sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the NAME of the Lord
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel!” (1 Sam 17:45). In the Name of Jesus,
demons will have to flee! (Mk 16:17).

The prisoners had to be released before the Risen Christ. “He led captivity captive!”
(Eph 4:8-10). He then ascended far above ail the heavens to be seated at the Father’s
right hand. We can now freely and boldly come to the Throne of Grace anytime we
need help. Christ not only sympathises with us but also succours us in our
struggles. He is committed to see us come out triumphantly. His constant supply
of gifts makes His presence with us real amidst all conflict (Psa 68:18). We will not
be moved because of Easter!

4. Thro’ Christ’s Spirit

“When the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a
standard against him” (Isa 59:19). The power of the Kingdom is in the spirit of God
(Mt 12:28).

The fruit of the Spirit subdues the works of the flesh. There’s no law or power
“against” the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:19-23).

The Spirit who indwells us protects us with jealousy (Js 4:5). He outrightly
rejects any compromise (v4). He rages against any collusion with the wicked one.
The Spirit is possessive of us. He doesn’t tolerate anyone touching us while He is
carrying us Home to marry us to the Son of Abraham! He sticks close to us till the
task is accomplished. The Spirit and the Bride!” (Rev. 22:17) The last page of the Bible!)

Our body is the Spirit’s temple. It is this knowledge that triggers us to instantly
say no to passions and lusts (1 Cor 6:18,19). True our bodies are weak and mortal.
But the Spirit gives life and strength to withstand the enemy’s assaults (Rom 8:9-11).
As the war gets intensified, there must be frequent refueling with this oil from Above!

Paul was a prisoner of war in the conflict between the law of his mind and the
law in his body. He cried, “Who will deliver me?” None and nothing could help him.
Finally, the spirit of life in Christ Jesus freed him! (Rom 7:23,24; 8:2). He then went
on celebrating the “glorious liberty!” (8:21). He shouted, “we are more than
conquerors!” (v37).

5. Thro’ Christ’s Word

J.C. Metcalfe wrote, “A Christian who does not study, and study, and study the
Word of God for himself, is guilty of presumptuous folly and is heading straight for
an ignominous defeat; for he is going out unarmed to face the most
formidable foe possible!”
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The Word is the Sword. It’s the gun. Think of a soldier in the battlefield with the
helmet and belt and boots on but without a rifle! Coming back safe is not victory.
The enemy must be hit and driven. The only weapon of offense in the Christian armour
is “the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God” (Eph 6:10-17). The course of
offensive action is given in 2 Cor 10:4-6. Pull down strongholds; Cast down arguments;
Captivate every thought; Punish all disobedience.

Carrying a pocket Testament wherever we go or keeping a giant-size Bible under
the pillow is not good enough. The Word should take roots in us. A group of young
men in the first century had this in-depth experience. Apostle John addressed them,
“I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the Word of God
abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked one” (1 Jn 2:14). Saturation with
the Scriptures keeps us in full wakefulness to defeat the sinister schemes and
nefarious designs of Lucifer.

The enemy would unconditionally surrender to the terms of God’s Word. He will bow
to “It-Is-Written” and quit (Mt 4:3-11). Daily meditation of the Scriptures means
daily mustering of strength to fight the enemy. It gives us a live-wire mental
alertness. The Word in the heart guarantees decisive victory (119:11). How God longs
for His people to know this secret! “Oh, that My people would listen to Me! I would soon
subdue their enemies and turn My hand against their adversaries” (81:13,14).

The enemy cannot capture the armour of God’s Word nor will we lay it down.
“The Word of God is not chained” (2 Tim 2:9b). There are fresh commands and
promises from the Lord of hosts to suit every situation. Faith takes those promises
and marches valiantly to the warfront to subdue kingdoms, to stop the mouths of
lions, to quench the violence of fire, to escape the edge of the sword, to turn to flight
the armies of the aggressor! (Heb 11:33,34).

6. Thro’ Christ’s Body

Christ said, “I will build My Church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it” (Mt 16:18). The Church is a “mount” that cannot be shaken. It’s a “city”
that cannot be destroyed. It has an innumerable company of angels which cannot
be demoralised. It’s the general assembly of the firstborn who are registered in
heaven (Heb 12:22,23).

Referring to the safety and strength in the fellowship of saints, Solomon wrote,
“Two are better than one ... Though one may be overpowered by another, two can
withstand him” (Eccl 4:9,12). Paul exhorted young Timothy that “fleeing” youthful
lusts must be followed by “fellowshipping” with sincere worshippers (2 Tim 2:22).
Daily exhortation by the fellow-members of the Body of Christ is a safeguard against
the diabolic designs of the deceiver (Heb 3:15).

The love of Christ is more powerful than peril or sword (Rom 8:35). It is in the
company of saints one masters in understanding the four dimensions of this love
(Eph 3:18). The Church has the strongest foundation. The trinitarian God indwells it
(Eph 2:19-22), “God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved” (Psa 46:5).
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Nothing is more dangerous in the Christian life than to separate oneself from
other Christians. Yet many have adopted the I-and-my-God doctrine and have been
devoured by the roaring lion. Beware of any suggestion to solitary seclusion.

The Church is a coalition force of the redeemed from all over the world. It is out
in the field on Operation Liberation. To deliver people from the kingdom of darkness.
Sure the devil will not at once let people go. But he will give in because ours is the
largest task-force (2 Ki 6:16). He will be confused before our “horses and chariots
of fire!” And our Commander knows no defeat. Therefore—

Onward, Christian soldiers!
Marching as to war,
With the Cross of Jesus
Going on before.
Christ the royal Master,
Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle,
See, His banners go!

7. Thro’ Christ’s Return

The Second Coming of Christ will signal the final victory. The death-knell of
the enemy! There’s no ceasefire or let-up until then.

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.
His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a
name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped
in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven clothed
in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth
goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself treads
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His thigh
a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS!” (Rev 19:11-16).

“The saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom
forever, even forever and ever!” (Dan 7:18).
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