
Reg No. 1920/002058/06 No 5060November 29 to December 5, 2017

Meet the 
co-writer of

MWYD anthem
Page 9

The priest who
helped mediate
Mugabe’s exit

Page 3

There’s no
true Christmas 
without Christ

Page 7

Youth Day all
ready to start

BY ERIN CARELSE

ALL logistics are in place and final num-
bers for Mini World Youth Day
(MWYD) have been confirmed—and

the organisers are ready and excited for the
event in Durban from December 6-10. 

Final registrations for MWYD officially
closed on November 20, seeing the total
number of pilgrims registered at 3 669, said
Fr Mthembeni Dlamini CMM, national
chaplain for youth and young adults min-
istry.

The spirit at the final preparation meet-
ing for MWYD in late November was very
good, Fr Dlamini told The Southern Cross.

“We are very happy with the number of
youth that will be attending, and we’ve
done everything possible to ensure that
MWYD will be a resounding success that the
young people will enjoy.”

Official deadlines had been shifted to
allow for later registrations.

The archdiocese of Johannesburg is bring-
ing the biggest number of participants—
even more than the hosting archdiocese of
Durban.

Young people from all walks of life, rep-
resenting different cultures, different lan-
guages and different geographical locations
will come together in Durban to deepen
their faith and be encouraged to become
more active, thoughtful, engaging and car-
ing global citizens.

The five-day event will include commu-
nity engagement; prayerful activities; discus-
sion groups and pilgrimages; and
opportunities for young people to have un-
precedented access to their bishops through
interaction in catechetical sessions.  

The catechetical sessions will be taking
place over two days of the programme. On
Thursday, December 7 they will be looking
at the faith of young people; the sessions on

Saturday, December 9 will be dedicated to
the vocations of young people, helping
them to recognise and respond to the voice
of God calling them to different ministries
and ways of life. 

The catechetical sessions will start with
morning prayer, followed by an hour’s les-
son and an hour for sharing, questions, and
answers, ending with praise and worship. 

The sessions will be led by Archbishop
William Slattery of Pretoria, Bishop Sithem-
bele Sipuka of Mthatha, Bishop Edward Risi
of Keimoes-Upington, and Bishop Vincent
Zungu of Port Elizabeth.

Messages from Pope Francis will be con-
veyed by Archbishop Peter Wells, the apos-
tolic nuncio to Southern Africa, and
Cardinal Wilfrid Napier of Durban, who re-
cently met with the pope and told him
about the preparations for MWYD. 

MWYD will be preceded by the “Days in
the Parish”, from December 3-5 in the dio-
ceses of Eshowe and Mariannhill. This is a
separate activity which the young people
could choose to participate in. 

The hosting parishes and parishioners
have shown a great response and are excited
to host the youth, Fr Dlamini said.  

Part of the MWYD activities will be a
Youth Cultural Festival that is planned for
the evening of December 7. Some 33 reli-
gious societies and vocation stands are con-
firmed to be taking part in a vocations fair.

Other activities include a night vigil, the
formation of a “human rosary”, Stations of
the Cross, the sacrament of  reconciliation,
and a “Catholics Have Talent” show. Mass
will be celebrated daily.

An SACBC communiqué said the bishops
hope that a successful MWYD may pave the
way for the future hosting of World Youth
Day in South Africa. 
n More at www.miniworldyouthday.co.za

Bishop Frank Nubuasah (seated) receives the applause from papal nuncio Archbishop Peter
Wells and Archbishop William Slattery of Pretoria as his newly-erected diocese of Francistown
in Botswana celebrated its inaugural Mass at Mater Spei College. More than 3 000 Catholics
were present. Pope Francis raised the apostolic vicariate of Francistown, which Bishop
Nubuasah has headed since 1998, to the status of diocese in October. The diocese’s patron is
St Francis of Assisi.
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Pope: Don’t drive and text
BY CAROL GLATZ

PUTTING the brakes on dangerous and
distracted driving, Pope Francis has crit-
icised using cellphones when at the

wheel and treating roads like racetracks.
While praising the work and sacrifice of

traffic officers, he also cautioned them against
turning the just use of force into brutality.

“Wisdom and self-control are needed, es-
pecially when the police officer is viewed
with mistrust or seen almost as an enemy, in-
stead of as a guardian of the common good,”
he said.

The pope made his remarks in a speech to
staff and managers of the central administra-
tion of the Italian traffic and transport police.

With so many people depending on in-
creased mobility, the pope said traffic officers
have a lot to do, especially when driving and
commuting has become “increasingly com-
plex and unruly”.

Not only do roads and safety measures lack
needed improvements and investments, offi-
cers must deal with the “poor sense of respon-
sibility by many drivers, who often seem not
to realise the serious consequences of being
distracted—for example, with the improper
use of cellphones—or being reckless”, Pope
Francis said.

He said these behaviours are caused by peo-
ple being in too much of a hurry or competi-
tive, which turns “other drivers into hurdles
or adversaries to overtake, transforming roads
into ‘Formula One’ racetracks and traffic lights
into the starting line for a grand prize”.

Increased fines will not be enough, he said.
Education and a greater awareness of respon-
sibility and a civic duty towards one’s fellow
travellers are needed.

While often they are not appreciated
enough, traffic officers are “on the front
lines” in fighting that which harms others,
creates chaos and feeds unlawfulness that
hinders progress and happiness, the pope
said.–CNS
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The port chaplains and volunteers of the Apostleship of the Sea care for seafarers and fishermen in South Africa’s largest ports,  

including Cape Town, Durban and Port Elizabeth, which thousands of seafarers visit each year.  We help them get in touch with their 

families and provide transport into town or to a seafarers’ centre.  We also support their faith by celebrating Mass on board  

and supplying faith resources.

Serving Seafarers from across the world

Join us Cape Town
Durban
East London
Mossel Bay

We rely on donations to continue our vital work. 
Please email john.green@stellamarismail.org

Banking details: NEDBANK, Malvern, Queensburgh Branch (Code 112205),

The Apostleship of the Sea, Acc No: 1335047492

(please email deposit slip or confirmation)  

email john.green@stellamarismail.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT

www.apostleshipofthesea.org.za  REGISTRATION NUMBER 002-357 NPO

Port Elizabeth
Richards Bay
Saldanha Bay

Be a volunteer ship visitor in: 

Contact john.green@stellamarismail.org
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THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA 2018
12 full colour pictures of local 
church life and sacred art.
Liturgical information for the 
Church Year, feasts and memorials, 
vestment colours and lectionary 
references for every day.
A4 Calendar R20.00

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS FOR 
SUNDAYS by Fr Nicholas King SJ
A5 64 pages R20.00
Calendar & Scripture Reflections set R38.00

THE LITURGICAL DIARY FOR 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 2018
One week per opening, includes feasts 
and daily lectionary references as well as 
planners for 2018 & 2019. Handy for your 
desk or brief case.
A5 Wire bound R125.00

THE CATHOLIC BOOKSHOP
P O Box 379 Cape Town 8000
Grimley Building 14 Tuin Plein

custserv.cbs@mweb.co.za
www.catholicbookshop.co.za

Prices do not include packing and postage / courier charges.

Journey of the Cross,
Pilgrimage to Holy Land

Led Fr Lawrence Marekula
Nazareth, Bethlehem, St Anne,

Pater Noster, St Peter in Gallicantu, 
Capernaum, Mount Tabor, Qumran

2 – 11 July 2018
R 23 995.00 incl. Airport taxes

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 
Bishop Victor Phalana

Attend the live apparition
On 02 October, Visit the visionaries for a

talk and much more…
26 September – 07 October 2018

R22 995.00 incl. Airport taxes
Pilgrimage of Grace 

Led by Fr Cyprian Sibonelo Mbabjwa
Valhinos, Aljustrel, Batalha, Nazaré,

Santarem, Fatima, Lourdes, Medjugorje 
24 September – 5 October 2018
R 36 495.00 incl. Airport taxes

Tel: 012 342 0179/Fax: 086 676 9715 
info@micasatours.co.za

Tweet us twitter.com/ScrossZA

facebook.com/thescross

Engage with us online

instagram.com/southerncrossmedia

www.scross.co.za

BY SR PHATSIMO V
RAMOkGWEBANA SC

INTERNATIONAL Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Serv-
ices in Rome, in collabora-

tion with Catholic Charismatic
Renewal (CCR) in Botswana,
organised a week-long interna-
tional training course on inter-
cession in Gaborone.

The course, with 150 partic-
ipants from ten Anglophone
countries in Africa, started with
Mass in Christ the King cathe-
dral by Bishop Frank Nubuasah
of Francistown, administrator
of Gaborone diocese. 

Six priests, including the
CCR spiritual directors of
Botswana’s two dioceses, Frs
Camillus Ogaraku MSP of
Gaborone and Gabriel Gaie of
Francistown, attended, as well
as several religious Sisters.

The theme of the training
intercession course was “A call
to prophetic intercession”. 

“The Church has been
teaching about intercession,”
said Cyril John, director of the
international training course.
“However, we have been quite
orthodox in our method of in-
tercession, but right now
through CCR the prophetic di-
mension of intercession is
being highlighted.”

Prophetic intercession, he
explained, simply means to lis-
ten to the Lord. 

“We believe that the Holy
Spirit is the principal agent of
intercession,” Mr John said. 

“St Paul in Romans 8 says,
‘We do not know how to pray
as we ought but the Spirit helps
us in our intercession’.

“Therefore, relying on the
Holy Spirit, the faithful
progress in intercession
through the workshops. In the
process, many people receive
prophecies, relying on this

message. In other words, it is
listening to the Lord and then
translating that into interces-
sion,” Mr John noted. 

He said “prophetic interces-
sion is the highest level of in-
tercession”. 

As a way of marking the be-
ginning of the course, an hour
before the inaugural Mass, the
praise and worship crew led the
congregation in spontaneous
prayers, praying in tongues and
singing charismatic hymns of
praise and worship songs.

The participants invited the

Holy Spirit to take control and
lead them in the six days of the
training course. workshops. 

“The intercession ministry is
not a new thing that has just
arrived in the Church,” said
Alice Binny Modisenyane, na-
tional coordinator of CCR and
organiser of the course.

“It existed right in the be-
ginning of the Church as we
see in the lives of the saints,
founders of congregations, con-
templative congregations com-
ing up and interceding for the
Church and nations. This has
been part of the tradition of the
Church.” 

A day before the course
ended, the participants were
sent to different strategic loca-
tions in the city for prophetic
intercession outreaches. 

These locations included
parliament, the high court,
Gaborone Dam (to pray for
more water), the A1 highway
(on account of many acci-
dents), the prison, the minor
seminary and the university.

As part of the outreach, a
group of 20 participants from
ten countries went to the office
of President Ian Khama to pray
for 30 minutes for the presi-
dent and the people of
Botswana.

An international Charismatic Renewal training course on interces-
sion was held in Gaborone, with 150 participants from ten coun-
tries in Africa.

J&P calls out mining groups on tax havens
BY ERIN CARELSE

THE bishops’ Justice & Peace
Commission (J&P) has chal-
lenged 21 mining companies to

explain why they use tax havens.
New research conducted for J&P

shows that the 21 companies—in-
cluding some of the largest in the
country such as Anglo American,
AngloGold Ashanti, Impala Plat-
inum, Lonmin and Petra Dia-
monds—have 117 subsidiaries in
tax havens. 

“Tax avoidance and tax havens
present major problems to govern-
ments seeking to maximise the re-
sources available for public
spending,” J&P said in the statement. 

“Globally, tax avoidance by
multinational companies amounts
to hundreds of billions of dollars;
one recent estimate is $500 billion,”
it noted. 

“We’re not accusing these com-
panies of engaging in tax avoid-
ance,” J&P said, but pointed out
that the risk of engaging in tax
avoidance “is heightened by their
use of tax havens and the inability
of outsiders to scrutinise their tax
affairs adequately”.

A tax haven, also known as a tax
shelter or secrecy jurisdiction, pro-
vides facilities that enable people or
entities to escape the laws, rules,
and regulations of other jurisdic-
tions elsewhere, often using secrecy

as a prime tool. 
They are countries or jurisdic-

tions offering certain tax benefits
such as lower tax rates, credit mech-
anisms or deductions, resulting in
limited or no tax being levied on
certain profits. 

Different jurisdictions make dif-
ferent offshore offerings. The British
Virgin Islands, for example, spe-
cialises in incorporating offshore
companies. Switzerland and Lux-
embourg offer secret banking, cor-
porate tax avoidance and a wide
range of other offshore services. 

The international Tax Justice
Network’s Financial Secrecy Index
ranks jurisdictions according to se-
crecy and the scale of their activi-

ties, with Britain, the Cayman Is-
lands, Jersey, Switzerland, the
British Virgin Islands, the United
States, Hong Kong, Luxembourg
and Switzerland among the highest. 

Mauritius is another low-tax se-
crecy jurisdiction often favoured by
companies operating in Africa, as is
Bermuda. 

The controversial issue is whether
tax havens should be allowed at all.

International negotiations
among governments have been un-
able to agree on a comprehensive
list of “blacklisted” countries.

Currently, tax havens can be
used legally in tax planning where
profits are properly attributable to
the tax haven and where the com-

pany has a sufficient presence there. 
Deloitte, the tax advisory firm

that is part of the offshore industry,
notes that companies seeking to op-
erate within a tax haven should, in
essence, be managed and controlled
from that jurisdiction and have
enough operations that can justify
their tax residency.

Of the 21 mining companies and
other companies, J&P is asking how
many employees these subsidiaries
use, what tax advantages the com-
pany receives by having subsidiaries
in these tax havens, and whether
the company is willing to report its
key financial figures on a country-
by-country basis in all countries
where it operates.

ACATHOLIC priest mediated between now
former President Robert Mugabe and the
Zimbabwean generals who seized power.

Fr Fidelis Mukonori SJ, the parliamentary liai-
son officer for Harare archdiocese, helped to facil-
itate a peaceful exit for the 93-year-old president,
who had led Zimbabwe for 37 years.

The 70-year-old Jesuit has been a member of
the Catholic Commission for Justice and
Peace since 1974.

He has acted as a chaplain to the Mugabe fam-
ily for many years. Since independence in 1980,
he has given the blessing at every celebration of
the anniversary.

The Catholic bishops of Zimbabwe have called
for a “peaceful end to the crisis” created by the de
facto coup and “a speedy return to normalcy and
constitutional order”.

“Let us be mindful of the fact that, besides those
who took action and those involved in the ongoing
delicate process, the entire population is concerned
about the process as well as the future of the coun-
try,” the bishops said in a statement signed by
Bishop Michael Bhasera of Masvingo, president of
the Zimbabwean bishops’ conference, and vice-
president Archbishop Robert Ndlovu of Harare.

“The Church has also observed the increased
economic hardship for ordinary Zimbabweans,”
the bishops said, adding that “the atmosphere has
drastically deteriorated, culminating in the current
intervention by the Zimbabwe Defence Forces”.

They said the “sustainable normalisation of
Zimbabwe” can be achieved only through demo-
cratic processes.

The bishops called on people to “refrain from
all lawlessness or any mass action that might
worsen” the political situation. They also urged
the media and others to “refrain from conduct
and utterances that increase tension, engender
hatred or inflame emotions”.

People accused of crimes “must at all times be
accorded due process and protection of the law”
and the role of the civil courts as independent ar-
biters must continue unhindered as guaranteed
by the constitution.

Gaborone hosts major Charismatic courseFr Fidelis Mukonori
SJ, parliamentary

liaison officer
for Harare

archdiocese and
chaplain to 

President Robert
Mugabe’s family,

was in talks 
leading to the 

resignation of Mr
Mugabe.

Priest’s key role
in Mugabe-army
resignation deal
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ATage 113, Sr André Randon is
the oldest person in France—
and on learning this follow-

ing the death of the previous
oldest-French person on October
19, she was “very much surprised...
because I never even thought about
it”.

Sr André, who is blind, currently
resides in the Sainte-Catherine-
Labouré retirement home for reli-
gious in Toulon, south-east France.

At the time of going to press, she
was the world’s ninth-oldest per-
son. The oldest is Nabi Tajima of
Kagoshima, Japan, who is 117 years
old. 

Sr André was born Lucille Ran-
don—the name by which she is
listed on official records—on Febru-
ary 11, 1904 in the town of Alès,
about 200km north west of Toulon.

She was a twin, but her sister,
named Lydia, died on August 4,
1905.

The nun told the French
Catholic daily La Croix that she
grew up in a poor Protestant family.
Her paternal grandfather was “a
pastor, very strict. The services
lasted forever and you had to follow
the entire sermon without budging
or falling asleep! So my parents no
longer practised their religion. But
that troubled me”.

In 1931, when she was 27, she
converted to Catholicism. “I gradu-
ally progressed, following my
Catholic faith,” she said.

During her youth, she worked as
a teacher and governess for various
families, including the Peugeots,
who founded and owned the
French car company.

At 40, she joined the Daughters
of Charity of St Vincent de Paul and
took the religious name André in
honour of her brother André, who
she said was like a parent to her.

After World War II began, the
nun started working in a hospital in

the town of Vichy in central France,
taking care of the elderly and chil-
dren.

“Some of them were orphans,
some placed there by their parents
because they were no longer able to
feed them,” she recalled.

Sr André cared for children in
that hospital for nearly 30 years,
and said that “some of them have
looked me up and still come to see
me”.

In 2009, at age 95, the nun
moved into the Sainte-Catherine-
Labouré retirement home in
Toulon.

“I am really fortunate to be here,
because I’m very well cared for here.
That’s very reassuring at my age,”
she said.

“When my brothers died when I
was 70, I thought that it would be
my turn soon,” she said. But several
decades later she is still alive, and
grateful for all the blessings God has
continued to send her.

Sr André told La Croix that she
worked until she was 104 years old.
What she misses now is that she
can no longer “read, write, draw,
embroider and knit”. However, she
said that she still enjoys seeing the
blue sky when the weather is nice.

“The good Lord has guided me
well,” she reflected.—CNA

Nun, 113, world’s
9th-oldest person

113-year-old Daughter of Charity
Sister André Randon

Benedict XVI’s teachings
a ‘precious heritage’

BY CINDY WOODEN 

THE theological work and papal
teaching of retired Pope Bene-
dict XVI “continue to be a liv-

ing and precious heritage for the
Church,” Pope Francis said.

The pope met with the winners of
the 2017 Ratzinger Prize, named for
the retired pope to honour those
who make significant contributions
to theology and culture.

The three winners had met the
day before with Pope Benedict in his
residence in the Vatican gardens.

Pope Francis told the group that
Pope Benedict’s “prayer and his dis-
creet and encouraging presence ac-
company us on our common
journey”.

The Ratzinger Prize is awarded
each year by the Vatican-based
Joseph Ratzinger-Benedict XVI Foun-
dation, and Pope Francis urged the
foundation to pay tribute to the re-
tired pope not only by promoting
the study of his writings, but also by
continuing continue the spirit of his
work by “entering into new fields in
which modern culture asks for dia-
logue with the faith”.

“The human spirit always has an
urgent and vital need for this dia-

logue,” Pope Francis said. And faith
needs dialogue as well to ensure that
it does not become abstract, but “in-
carnates in time”.

“Joseph Ratzinger continues to be
a master and friendly interlocutor for
all those who exercise the gift of rea-
son to respond to the human voca-
tion of searching for truth,” he said.

“Co-workers of the truth,” the
motto the retired pope chose in 1977
as his episcopal motto, “expresses
well the whole sense of his work and
his ministry”, Pope Francis said.

He said he was happy the three
winners for 2017 come from differ-
ent Christian traditions and he was
pleased to approve the expansion of
the prize to include the arts because
it “corresponds well to the vision of
Benedict XVI, who so often spoke in
a touching way about beauty as a
privileged path for opening us up to
transcendence and an encounter
with God”.

The prize winners were German
Lutheran theologian Theodor Dieter,
German Catholic theologian Fr Karl-
Heinz Menke and the Estonian com-
poser Arvo Part, an Orthodox
Christian.—CNS

China swaps religious
images for pics of Xi
OFFICIALS in China’s eastern

Jiangxi province have re-
placed religious images dis-

played by Christian families with
portraits of the country’s leader, Xi
Jinping.

Ucanews.com reported that pic-
tures were uploaded to the popular
social messaging service WeChat ac-
count of Huangjinbu town govern-
ment, showing officials removing
images of the cross and other reli-
gious subjects in Yugan county.

The message from officials said
the Christians involved had “recog-
nised their mistakes and decided not
to entrust to Jesus but to the Com-
munist Party”, claiming the Chris-
tians voluntarily removed 624
religious images and posted 453 por-
traits of Mr Xi.

The officials also claimed they
were “converting” Christians to
party loyalty through poverty allevi-
ation and other schemes to help the
disadvantaged. Nearly 10% of Yugan
county’s largely impoverished 1 mil-
lion people is Christian. 

Fr Andrew, who declined to give
his full name for fear of government
retribution, said that the removal of
the Christian images involved offi-
cials giving money to poor house-
holds in return for hanging Mr Xi’s
portrait.

Fr John, in northern China, said
he felt Mr Xi had become “another
Mao” Zedong following the 19th
National Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party in October. The
priest predicted that other officials
around the country would imitate

what had been done in Jiangxi. 
With the party’s new revised

“Regulations on Religious Affairs” to
be implemented on February 1, Chi-
nese Christians and observers be-
lieve religious policy will closely
follow Mr Xi’s “Sinicisation” model.

“It is not going to be good,” said
one of the priests.

The release in China of videos
urging children to spy on their fam-
ilies has also brought back further
memories of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, from 1966-76 when youths en-
forced Communist Party ideology. 

Recently, the Chinese Society of
Education, affiliated with the educa-
tion ministry, released two videos
online aimed at teaching children to
report family members, or anyone
suspected of illegally relaying confi-
dential information who could pose
a threat to national security. —CNS

Theodor Dieter, a German Lutheran theologian, displays his certificate
as one of three winners of the 2017 Ratzinger Prize, during an audience
with Pope Francis at the Vatican. The prize honours those who make sig-
nificant contributions to theology and culture. (Photo: L’Osservatore
Romano/CNS)

Society’s healthcare woes ‘sick’
BY CINDY WOODEN 

JUSTICE and compassion compel
the Catholic Church to work to
ensure equality and fairness in

the distribution of healthcare re-
sources and in people’s access to
them, Pope Francis said.

A global economic system fo-
cused on profit alone has led to a
“sickness” infecting society, that of
growing inequality in access to basic
necessities, including basic health-
care, the pope said in a written mes-
sage to a Vatican conference.

The International Confederation
of Catholic Health Care Institutions
and the Vatican Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Develop-
ment held a conference  to discuss
global inequalities in healthcare and
to find ways to coordinate a re-

sponse.  Anthony Tersigni, president
of the confederation, presented a
plan for a new website that would
serve as a platform for connecting
Catholic hospitals and other health
facilities, allowing them to share in-
formation and resources. 

Pope Francis encouraged those
involved in the project, especially
those “committed to raising aware-
ness among institutions, welfare
agencies and the healthcare indus-
try as a whole for the sake of ensur-
ing that every individual actually
benefits from the right to health-
care”.

Equal access to healthcare will
make little progress without ad-
dressing “the structural causes of
poverty”, he said. 

“Society needs to be cured of a
sickness which is weakening and

frustrating it, and which can only
lead to new crises,” he said. That
sickness is poverty and while wel-
fare can help, it really is only a tem-
porary response.

“As long as the problems of the
poor are not radically resolved by re-
jecting the absolute autonomy of
markets and financial speculation
and by attacking the structural
causes of inequality, no solution will
be found for the world’s problems
or, for that matter, to any prob-
lems,” the pope said.

Addressing the Catholic health-
care providers directly, Pope Francis
reminded them that for the Church,
healthcare is not a business, al-
though efficiency and responsible
business practices are important.—
CNS

Chinese President Xi Jinping
(Photo: Luong Thai Linh,
Reuters/CNS)



Italian Cardinal Andrea Cordero
Lanza di Montezemolo died on No-
vember 19 in Rome at the age of 92.
In his long service as a Vatican
diplomat, the cardinal was instru-
mental in establishing diplomatic re-
lations between the Vatican and
Israel in 1993, and became the Vati-
can’s first nuncio to Israel. With an
artistic background and expertise in
heraldry, he designed the coat of
arms for Pope Benedict XVI after he
was elected pope in April 2005. Born
on August 27, 1925 in Turin of a
noble family, his father was an army
officer who was executed for his role
in resisting the Nazi occupation of
Rome. (Photo: Paul Haring/CNS)
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Vatican’s new office for diplomats

Science and religion:
A ‘tragic division’

KRUGER PARK with 
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BY CAROL GLATZ 

SCIENCE, technology, religion
and the humanities need to
work together for their mutual

benefit and to safeguard humanity,
Pope Francis said.

A broader, more holistic ap-
proach is needed to “overcome the
tragic division between ‘two cul-
tures’—the humanistic-literary-the-
ological and the scientific which
leads to mutual impoverishment,
and to encourage greater dialogue”,
including between the Church and
the scientific community. 

The pope spoke during an audi-
ence with participants of the Pon-
tifical Council for Culture’s plenary
assembly. The gathering discussed
the challenges facing humanity
given the rapid advancements in
neuroscience, genetics in medicine
and artificial intelligence.

Pope Francis praised those work-
ing in the field of science for their
efforts to help humanity. 

Recognising that the Church has
not always shown it its full appreci-
ation for science, the pope said sci-
entific study and endeavours are
rooted in the duty to care for and
safeguard creation, which must be
driven by love and service, not
“control and arrogance”.

While science and technology
have deepened human knowledge
and understanding about creation,
“alone, they are not enough to give
all the answers”, he said.

It is increasingly evident that re-
ligion, theology, philosophy, litera-
ture, the arts and folk wisdom offer
“gems of knowledge” that are nec-
essary when dealing with “the mys-
tery of human existence”, he said.

The Church, he said, can con-
tribute to this dialogue between sci-
ence and the humanities by
upholding the following principles: 

• The centrality of the human
person, who is never the means, but
the end, and who is in harmony
with creation, not as a despot, but a
loving guardian.

• The universal destination of
earthly goods, which include scien-
tific knowledge and technology.

• Everything that is technically
possible or feasible is not always
ethically acceptable.

Dominican Father Eric Salobir,
one of the plenary speakers, said
when it comes to responding to the
need for an ethics advocate or
watchdog in the world of technol-
ogy and artificial intelligence, “I
would say that right now I’m not
sure there’s a pilot in the plane.” 

Each company acts on its own

when it comes to ethical questions
without any real coordinated,
global effort, said the priest, who is
the founder and president of
OPTIC, a global network dedicated
to the ethics of “disruptive tech-
nologies” so they may better be
used for serving the common good.

Given its presence all over the
world, the Church is in an excellent
position to initiate dialogue be-
tween the humanities and technol-
ogy and “at least to frame the
questions”, he added.

“The danger, which doesn’t
come from the technology itself but
from society, is that the human
being could step back more and
more from his responsibility” to be
part of the decision-making process
and from maintaining control in
how the tools are used, Fr Salobir
said. 

For example, he said, the ease
and increased safety seen with au-
topilot systems for aircraft are now
being offered with self-driving cars. 

“But the less you do, the less you
are in the loop, and the less you are
able to jump in when there is a
problem,” he said, which will po-
tentially cause problems if AI is used
for decision-making or is increas-
ingly relied upon for medical diag-
noses and prognoses.—CNS

Bishops of Africa, Europe
laud summit’s youth focus

A conservator cleans the surface of the traditional site of Jesus’ burial and
resurrection in the church of the Holy Sepulchre in the Old City of
Jerusalem. (Photo: Oded Balilty, National Geographic)

NatGeo: Jesus racks
up record page-views

BY RHINA GUIDOS

IN the modern age, news about
Jesus doesn’t just sell newspapers,
it racks up page views, too.
In 2016, when renovations

around the site believed to protect
the tomb of Christ in Jerusalem were
underway, religious leaders agreed to
the temporary removal of the marble
slab covering the tomb so that restor-
ers could install a moisture barrier to
protect it. It would mark the first
opening of the space in perhaps cen-
turies.

A team from National Geographic,
which had been at the site to docu-
ment the restoration, was allowed,
during a relatively short window of
time, to document the opening of
the tomb, in words, photos and
video. 

More than 3 million viewers
worldwide flocked to the National
Geographic website to read the news
documenting the removal of the
slabs and to see photos that included
images of broken marble around the
tomb inscribed with a Christian
cross.

“There was this incredible re-
sponse to the news story in October
[of 2016],” said Kathryn Keane, vice-

president of exhibitions for 
National Geographic.

“It was one of the highest-rated
stories of the year for us,” said Ms
Keane. “We got a sense from that,
that there would be a lot of interest
in this story.”

Though the tomb of Christ had
never been featured in the pages of
National Geographic, the magazine’s
iconic yellow frame this December
features a Rembrandt painting de-
picting the face of Jesus on its cover,
along with an accompanying story
about what archaeology reveals
about the life of Jesus.

National Geographic also will
debut a documentary on December
3 on its TV channel in the US about
the restoration work at the tomb.

Officials from the Greek Ortho-
dox Church had National Geographic
cover the restoration. 

J Kelley, senior producer at Na-
tional Geographic Explorer, set up cam-
eras above the tomb to capture the
moment when the slabs were lifted
for the first time in five centuries.

“I got chills, goosebumps being
inside that space,” Mr Kelley said.
“It’s one of the most profound as-
signments you could ask for.”—CNS

INpreparation for the fifth summit
of the African Union and the Eu-
ropean Union, the Catholic bish-

ops’ conferences of both continents
issued a joint statement of support.

Symposium of Episcopal Confer-
ences of Africa and Madagascar
(SECAM) and the Commission of
Bishops’ Conferences in the Euro-
pean Union (COMECE) welcomed
the summit’s decision to focus on
“Youth” as its central theme.

“The Catholic Church is deeply
rooted in both continents and as
bishops we wish to address the spiri-
tual expectations of people, and es-
pecially the youth,” the joint
statement said.

The bishops noted that youth will
also be the theme of the 2018 Synod
of Bishops, to be held next October
at the Vatican.

Taking place on November 28-29
in Abidjan, capital of Ivory Coast, the
summit brings together political
leaders to discuss future partnerships
between the continents. 

“At this particular moment in the
history of the long-standing relations
between Africa and Europe, the sum-
mit presents the political leaders of
both continents with the unique op-
portunity to initiate an authentic
mutual partnership,” the bishops
said.

The two continents are connected
by historical roots, they observed, cit-
ing the presence of the Christian
faith that has developed in both con-
tinents over centuries of theologians,
martyrs and saints.

On a more negative note, past

and present injustices also tie the two
regions together, the bishops said.
They acknowledged challenges in-
cluding migrant issues, political un-
rest, and religious violence, which
oppose the dignity of the human
person. They also recognised the
need to address current ideologies
negatively affecting the youth.

“Coherent answers must be pro-
vided for the youth as they face new,
wayward ideologies regarding cul-
ture, the sanctity of human life, mar-
riage and the family, and loss of
spirituality in a world where a mate-
rialistic culture is dominant,” the
bishops said.

They said the summit should pro-
mote economic and sociological
growth on both continents by devel-
oping opportunities for better educa-
tion, career training and jobs.

This should be aided by public
policies allowing for private invest-
ment and infrastructure projects,
they said. Policies should be just and
ensure fair trade, they said, address-
ing intercontinental strains over mi-
gration concerns and African
resources.

“New local industries and sustain-
able development of agriculture may
furthermore help to reduce the stress
which forces young people to leave,”
the bishops said, referring to the
poor economic policies and proxy
wars that have displaced thousands
of African migrants.

Corruption problems must be
countered by institutional trans-
parency, they said, noting a general
lack of trust from the people towards
politicians.

The statement also encouraged
joint projects and regular confer-
ences between the continents, stat-
ing that respectful discussion must
be procured to bring “inter and intra-
continental healing” where trans-
gressions have sown ethnic strife.

Conferences such as the upcom-
ing one “should bring to light differ-
ent forms of disillusionment,
especially among the youth, and
identify ways of addressing them in
a spirit of mutual respect for persons
and for different cultures”, the bish-
ops said.—CNA

Youths are seen at the Bosco
Youth Centre in Walkerville near
Johannesburg. The bishops of
Afrca and Europe have welcomed
a focus on youth in the summit of
the African and European Unions
in the Ivory Coast.

BY CINDY WOODEN 

POPE Francis has established a
new section in the Vatican
Secretariat of State to oversee

the training, assigning and min-
istry of Vatican nuncios and diplo-
mats around the world.

The Section for Diplomatic Per-
sonnel will be concerned “exclu-
sively with questions pertaining to
the people who work in the diplo-
matic service of the Holy See or
who are preparing to do so”, said
a statement from the Secretariat 

of State.
The section will oversee “the

selection, initial and ongoing for-
mation, the living and serving
conditions, promotions” and
other matters, the statement said.

The head of the section, Polish
Archbishop Jan Pawlowski, also
will “convoke and preside over ad
hoc meetings to prepare the nom-
inations of pontifical representa-
tives”, who formally are
nominated by the pope and usu-
ally are made archbishops with
their first posting as a nuncio or

apostolic delegate.
The diplomatic staff at the Vat-

ican embassies around the globe
and most of the archbishops who
serve as nuncios are alumni of the
Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy. 

There, in a community of
priests from around the world, the
future diplomats receive spe-
cialised training even as they com-
plete advanced degrees—usually
in canon law—at one of the pon-
tifical universities in Rome. They
also must study languages.—CNS
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Mental health and
cultural mores
IREFER to the feature article
“Wounds of mental illness: What

to do” (November 8).
While I go along with it, some-

what, most of the therapists who
gave their views were American, and
from different cultural outlooks there
seems to be little consensus on men-
tal disorders and their treatment.

The worldwide deinstitutionali-
sation of mental hospitals began
with the discovery of certain psy-
chiatric drugs. 

In South Africa, ethnic mental
health began in the homelands and
ethnic racial suburbs. Very little of
specific cultural psychology and
psychiatry took place—the main
therapy being biological psychiatry
and ECT.

Cultural orientation in psychiatry
came in the wake of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement here, the view
being we as ethnics should not be
seen to be cooperating with the po-
litical philosophy of the white state.

About this time (1972) a perti-
nent book, Christian Counselling and
Occultism by German Lutheran Dr
KE Koch, was written, suggesting
that while there are real cases of bi-
ological schizophrenia, in some
cases there can be a “concordance
of biological schizophrenia with
parapsychic phenomena”.

Dr Koch cautioned against over-
demonising the client or advancing
an over-hasty demon theory.

In the United States, physician
Dr Larry Dossey (Healing Beyond the
Body) wrote of the role of religious
practice and prayer in health; and
described non-local conciousness as
being unconfined to the brain and
body, spread infinitely throughout
space and time.

British psychologist Dr Richard
Bentall suggested there are “normal
cultural hallucinations”. He ob-
served and studied traditional heal-
ers in East Africa and refuted the
strict line of sane to insane in bio-
logical psychiatry.

Bentall said no clear distinction
exists between those diagnosed
with mental illnesses and the “well”
and questioned what this meant for
drug therapy.

It appears, therefore, that our
psychiatry curriculum is outdated.

Also, rehabilitation and inclu-
siveness have serious roles to play.

We see dependence on the dis-
ability grant system, which just
maintains the client as mentally ill.

QX Nobin, Pietermaritzburg

Great Catholic
writers recalled
THANK you for Günther Simmer-

macher’s enlightening article on
the Franciscans’ 800 years in the
Holy Land (November 8). There
have long been differences between
the Orthodox and the Franciscans,
although, as Mr Simmermacher
mentioned, matters are improving.

Most notable in the article are
the excavations by Franciscan ar-
chaeologists Frs Corbo and Loffreda
at Capernaum: the 4th-century syn-
agogue and St Peter’s house.

May I remind readers of the work
of some outstanding Catholic writ-
ers? Those who know the poems of
Gerard Manley Hopkins will also as-
sociate his name with Professor WH
Gardner of then-Natal, who wrote a
fine two-volume study on him.
Hopkins is regarded as the equal of
Keats or Donne.

Many of us recall Professor Mar-
tin Versfeld, head of the depart-
ment of philosophy at the
University of Cape Town. An article
on him appeared in The Southern

Cross in 1992 by Owen Williams.
Versfeld wrote an excellent essay on
St Augustine, and Mr Williams
quoted: “Our godless culture offers
us not too much pleasure but too
little. It offers us no joy.” Versfeld
has also written an outstanding ar-
ticle on Aquinas and Chesterton
(English Studies in Africa, September
1961).

Finally, may we mention Profes-
sor Oswald Doughty, also of UCT?
He produced the monumental study
of DG Rossetti, A Victorian Romantic.

Where are the equals of these au-
thors?

Peter Onesta, Johannesburg

The flaw in
prayer for SA
IDRAW attention to the following
facts which are relevant to the

Catholic bishops’ #Wepray4
SouthAfrica campaign, calling on
South Africans to pray every Friday
until mid-December for the healing
of our country (October 11).

1. On every day in our nation the
lives of many unborn infants are ter-
minated in our hospitals and clinics
by legalised abortion on demand.

2 Almighty God, although infi-
nitely merciful, is also infinitely just
and thus incapable of cooperating
with the forces of evil. He thus can-
not continue to bless or assist a na-
tion which, unrepentant, persists
with the evil of legalised abortion
on demand.

3. Mother Teresa of Calcutta fre-
quently stated: “There can never be
peace in the world while there is vi-
olence in the womb.”

4. The bishops’ prayer omits any
reference to legalised abortion in
our country and also any entreaty
to Almighty God to assist us in
abolishing this evil here.

In conclusion, for the above rea-
sons, if the said prayer is not
timeously amended to remedy the
above defects, it could eventually
turn out to be futile.

Damian McLeish,
Johannesburg
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THANK you for creating space to
report my recent Bene Merenti

medal given by the Vatican (No-
vember 8).

The medal is in recognition of
service, but to whom? To a commu-
nity, and in fact in my case, many
communities. So in a real sense
such an award is to the community
or communities.

In a somewhat similar way,
when a sports captain receives an
award or trophy, he does so on be-
half of the whole team. It is not an
individual achievement.

In this sense I believe that I ac-

cepted the Bene Merenti medal on
behalf of the communities I have
been privileged to serve.

I say thank you to the communi-
ties from Zambia in Eastern Cape
that I have served, and especially
more recently Humansdorp, Jeffreys
Bay and the Sunshine Coast of East-
ern Cape.

I say thank you to everyone who
opened the doors of their hearts to
allow me in to offer help and serv-
ice in the name of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. You honoured me with the
trust you placed in my small ability
to be of service to you.

May God bless you all.
Rev John Vorster,

Port Alfred

Papal medal belongs to communityEditor: Günther Simmermacher

Sowing seeds at MWYD

STARTING on December 6,
the Southern African
Church hopes to build for

the future when Durban hosts
the second Mini World Youth
Day, as the regional gathering of
young Catholics is called.

An immense amount of energy
and resources, including finan-
cial, has gone into making the re-
gional youth festival a success. 

The people who have in-
vested so much of themselves in
the event must be congratulated
even before Cardinal Wilfrid
Napier formally declares it open.
That enthusiasm and willingness
to share their talents and sacri-
fice their time is an authentic
sign that the Catholic faith is
alive in our region.

Almost 3 700 young Catholics
from South Africa and other
countries in the region are ex-
pected to attend. 

Lessons from the past have
been learnt. For example, the
registration process for this year’s
event was designed to prevent
the unwelcome participation of
a disruptive minority that caused
a distraction at the first MWYD
in Walkerville, Gauteng, in De-
cember 2015.

The young people in Durban
next week are expected to be
commendable representatives of
their dioceses, but this does not
mean that they must act with os-
tentatious piety. They have to be
devout and prayerful, of course,
but they must also be free to ex-
hibit the joy of our faith, and
that may be expressed with
youthful exuberance. 

As it is with all World Youth
Days, it may be necessary for the
more mature observer to lower
the occasional raised eyebrow
and trust that our Catholic
youths are not straying from the
path of Christ, even when they
make a joyful noise.

The young people at MWYD
will surely benefit from the cate-
chetical sessions and other forms
of exchange offered by the vari-
ous bishops, priests, religious and
laity. 

But more than that, they are
likely to be strengthened and
validated by getting to know fel-
low young people from different
regions and backgrounds, and
learn much from sharing their
respective experiences.

And, of course, they will ben-
efit from the concrete encounter
with Christ which is at the cen-
tre of any pilgrimage (and that is
what taking part in MWYD is: a

pilgrimage).
The Church expects the

MWYD pilgrims to return home
with a new evangelising fire to
share their experiences with
their peers, their parishes and
their diocesan communities.
Their call is to be missionaries in
a world that is increasingly deaf
and indifferent to the Good
News.

For the local Church, the Dur-
ban event will be an important
time of evaluation. Firstly, of
course, the logistics of MWYD
will be assessed with a view to
staging future MWYDs—or, if
the results demand it, abandon-
ing the concept altogether.  

That evaluation will also give
some indication about the ca-
pacity of the Southern African
Church to one day stage a proper
World Youth Day. 

Hosting the worldwide
Church in South Africa would, of
course, be a much greater enter-
prise than a regional event, and
it would require the buy-in of
government at all levels and
even the corporate sector. Dur-
ban will show whether a seed
could sprout.

The demographic composi-
tion of MWYD will also tell us
something about our local
Church. There will be a particu-
lar interest in the proportion of
white Catholics among the pil-
grims. Their general absence
would indicate that the racial
split in the South African
Church persists; a reasonable
presence would give hope that
future generations of Catholics
can bridge the present divide.

In that regard there is merit in
inspecting the participation of
individual dioceses with a view
to determining youth policy in
those areas, and to propose re-
medial action where it is neces-
sary.

But first the focus must be on
the young Catholics who will
come to Durban from through-
out the Southern African pas-
toral region and from as far
afield as Malawi.

The young people at MWYD
are privileged to make their pil-
grimage. The Church must ask
them to pray for the Catholic
community throughout our re-
gion. 

And we, the Catholic commu-
nity, must in turn pray for the
young pilgrims in Durban, that
they return home with a new
zeal to spread the Good News
and build the Lord’s Church.

PO Box 11095, Mariannhill 3624

Reception: 031 700 2155
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Cellphones:
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082 730 7180 Mrs N Qupa

Individual, directed or 
private retreats can be arranged for
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year. Diocesan, Parish and Church

meetings and workshops should be
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MONASTERY RETREAT HOUSE
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Christmas Holiday Special
Private Retreat 24 Dec-01 Jan

• Holy Mass and spiritual address 09.00am
• Exposition of Bl Sacrament 3.30-4.00pm
• Exposition of Bl Sacrament 7.30-8.00pm

NAZARETH HOUSE
Johannesburg

The Sisters and staff of Nazareth House express our
deep gratitude and appreciation to all our generous

friends, benefactors and anonymous donors for assisting us in our 
ministry of care and support for our children and adults who are in-
fected and affected by HIV and AIDS.

We ask our Heavenly Father:
• To look on those whose lives are touched by AIDS
• To enlighten those who try to find a cure
• To bring strength and courage to those who are infected
• To be with doctors and nurses caring for them
• To give their families loving acceptance
• And to give us hearts of mercy, to do what we can to show  your 

compassion and love. Amen

Tel: 011 648 1002, Cell: 084 838 3495
superior@nazhousesa.com or tenty@nazhousesa.com

www.nazhousesa.com

Deacon John Vorster (left), who
was awarded the papal Bene Mer-
enti medal for exceptional service.

monretreat@saol.com


THE word “advent” means, “It’s com-
ing!” And what is it that is on its way
other than a longingly anticipated

year-end and holiday-time? 
After all the office parties have been cel-

ebrated, for some people there’ll be time
away from home—but for many others, in
these tough economic times, it will also
mean holidaying at home. It might mean
resting rather than shopping. 

But, whether the holiday is spent at
home or away, I hope that it will also in-
clude some quality family-time together.
But even that can be quite complicated as
children might commute between parents,
grandparents and other relatives.  

No doubt Christmas, like much else in
life, has changed. My own childhood
memories are of setting up our family crib,
without the baby until Christmas night of
course, as well as music and singing. 

Getting married meant I joined another
family and their traditions. When our kids
were still small we never went away at this
time. We did some religious Advent and
Christmas activities—Advent calendar and
wreath, reading stories, making things,
and our own little Christmas concerts. 

Of course we also shopped and some-
times made gifts for one another.

When the children married and grand-
children came along some activities con-
tinued but it did sadden me when, after a
while, each new family wanted to do their
own thing, which wasn’t always very reli-
gious. 

Choir and Midnight Mass is still much
of a tradition, at least for me. I’ve even
gone alone. As are Christmas stories.

As Marfam’s main writer of stories,
poems and articles, I’ve thought up many
different settings. One favourite story, the
theme of which I borrowed in part, is

“What language does God speak?” 
A young boy, Emmanuel, travels all over

the world, asking that question. He gets
many different answers and it is true that
God does speak Zulu, Swahili, English,
German, Chinese or Spanish. God commu-
nicates with us in our own language and
culture—but the real answer is that God
speaks the language of love. 

Whoever, whatever and wherever we
are, if we speak the language of love and
live what we speak, then we are doing
something God-like too. 

Over 50 years ago, the Knights of Da
Gama in their concern about the com-

mercialising of Christmas developed their
“Put Christ Back Into Christmas” cam-
paign, also adding the campaign to rever-
ence the Holy Name of Jesus. Many
thousands of the Knights’ Christmas cards
were sold and displayed in homes all over
the country and beyond. 

But that has changed, too, and I’m told

they have boxes of cards unsold, gathering
dust while we have gone digital or send
WhatsApp, Facebook or e-mail greetings. 

So apart from a (possibly garishly deco-
rated) Christmas tree, in many homes
there is no great visible sign of the birth of
a baby who is Christ the Lord in a little
town of Bethlehem and laid in a simple an-
imal manger maybe because his family
hadn’t booked their accommodation in
good time. 

But there is relief: Marfam has teamed
up with the Knights of Da Gama this year
in promoting “Put Christ Back Into Christ-
mas”. 

During December Marfam’s short daily
reflections tell the stories of the lives and
deaths of the ancestors of Jesus, Bible fam-
ilies who lived interesting lives and
through pretty tough times too. 

Bible stories don’t have to be sanitised
and be sweet and sentimental. There must
have been pretty frightening experiences
for Mary and Joseph, but as in another of
my favourite stories, their precious baby
had starlight in his little eyes, wordlessly
spreading God’s love from his earliest days
until the final hill not far from the place of
his birth. 

I think I should gather some of these
stories into a book, CHRISTMAS is Coming! 

For Christians there is no Christmas
without Christ. That’s what it really
means.

There’s no Christmas without Christ

The call to “Put Christ Back Into Christ-
mas” echoes through the ages.

ONEGospel text I have always found
hard to hear is the story of Mary of
Bethany anointing the feet of Jesus. 

I feel a strong sympathy with those
who criticise her for having spent so much
money (a year’s wages!) on valuable oils
when that money could have been used to
help the poor. 

Traditionally, the criticism is deflected
in three ways: first of all, it is presented as
a sign that she, unlike others, has recog-
nised Jesus as Messiah who deserves such
veneration; secondly, that she is prefigur-
ing his death—he will not be with us al-
ways whereas the poor, we are told, will
be; thirdly, at least according to the fourth
Gospel, the criticism is presented as com-
ing from Judas (with a sly comment that
he probably wanted the chance to skim off
some of the money for himself). 

The anxious reader, like me, who does
not want to be associated with the man
who is to betray Jesus, is left silenced. 

I was pondering this text again as we at
the Denis Hurley Centre come towards the
end of our financial year. 

All charities in this country, and the
Denis Hurley Centre is no exception, are
constantly aware of the seemingly infinite
needs and the increasingly finite resources
to respond to them. And so we might feel
the same sort of indignation when money
is “wasted” that could have been spent to
help the poor. 

First and foremost, our duty is to make
sure that we do not waste the money en-
trusted to us. I am afraid I have been in-
volved in the past in some very
well-resourced charities who happily use
money because it’s there, without stop-
ping to think if they are actually getting
value for their spend. 

For instance, it is possible that attend-
ing an international conference is useful—
but sending three people costs three times
as much and definitely does not deliver
three times the value. 

What is worse, at this time of year,
some charity managers fall into the trap of
thinking: “Let’s spend the money because
it’s in our budget and if we don’t spend it
we won’t get it again.” 

But the money given to charities is not
for us—it is for the poor whom God has
entrusted to our care. Every penny spent
we should be willing to account for, not
just to the donor but to the poor person
in whose name it has been given. 

So we should heed the warning about
Judases skimming off from the “common
purse”, possibly in explicit fraud but more
likely in the more subtle techniques of a

disproportionate salary or a nice car or the
wasteful consultant paid to make the or-
ganisation look important. 

Church charities are governed by
Church law but that does not mean that
they can opt out of secular law. So we have
to account for the funds that we raise,
demonstrate that we have used them
wisely, and report back to our donors. 

The days of “just trust Father to use it
wisely” are, I am pleased to say, now gone.
More and more dioceses are realising that
Church projects, no matter how well-in-
tentioned, cannot manage their money as
casually and as opaquely as many parishes
do. 

If they want to keep getting support,
especially from corporate and govern-
ment donors, they need to keep good ac-
counts and, most importantly, subject
them to an external audit. Had such reg-
ulations been in place in Jesus’ time, per-
haps it would have been harder for Judas
to take his cut, and also harder for others
to accuse him. 

We hope that our charities are managing
their funds well. But the key question of
that Gospel passage is how do we allocate
our money overall as a community? What
are our priorities? It is easy to say that we
are a Church on Mission, or a Community
Serving Humanity, or a Church of the Poor;
but does our allocation of limited funds re-
flect those priorities?

I ask these questions at a time of year
when the Denis Hurley Centre, the

Napier Centre 4 Healing, and so many
other Church-based charities around the
country need to find funds to cover their
2018 budgets. 

Of course, works of mercy are only one

part of the mission of the Church. So they
have to “compete” for money with the
costs of maintaining our churches, of cre-
ating shrines, of training our priests and
lay leaders, of supporting infrastructure, of
running Mini World Youth Day. All of
these have a claim on our resources. 

Money spent on one activity is money
that cannot be spent elsewhere. The issue
is about balancing between different proj-
ects, and balancing cost and impact. The
more we spend on something, the more
we have to be sure that there will be a gen-
uine and lasting impact. 

What arrests us about the Gospel story
is not that Mary bought expensive oil but
that it was the equivalent of a year’s
wages. Couldn’t Jesus have been suitably
venerated with oil worth a month’s wages,
with the other 11/12ths used for the poor?

As a Catholic community, we are not
very good at asking those questions or of
requiring accountability. 

We spend on many activities whose im-
pact is hard to measure, for example to
build faith or Catholic identity or a sense
of community. But just because we cannot
measure the impact in concrete terms, we
should not let ourselves get away with
making no assessment about impact. We
can at least spend time setting some goals
for a project and then conducting a critical
reflection afterwards. 

Of course, we can always measure and,
where appropriate, publish the costs. This
would enable us to be transparent about
what has been spent on each element and
what contribution they have made to the
overall project. 

A business spending money would
have a clear analysis of what they have
spent. They would then compare this with
measures (some hard, some soft) against
which to assess the relative success of the
project. Only in that way can they learn
from each initiative and so spend more
wisely next time (not that businesses al-
ways get it right!).  

You may well respond that the Church
is not a business and that we are account-
able to God not to shareholders. That is
true. But we are also accountable to those
who have donated money and have
trusted the Church to spend it wisely. 

And we are accountable to those who
depend on the money that the Church has
been given. If we do not spend that
money well, the poor will always be with
us. 

Do we spend money well?

Catholic charities and parishes have a re-
sponsibility to spend their funds well—and
they must be able to account for that
spending not only to donors but also to
those they are called to serve, Raymond
Perrier writes. (Photo: Steve Buissinne)
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Toni Rowland
Family Friendly

What are we 
waiting for?

ACHARMING mystery accompanies the joy-
ful liturgical season of Advent: it is that irre-
sistible spirit of waiting and expectation,

longing for something—or somebody—great to
appear on stage.

Even from the dawn of creation, all the earth
has been groaning for that new life. And so we
have the great Jewish prophets like Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Zechariah, Malachi and Micah offering us
some remarkable details of the One “who is com-
ing to save us”.

The believing world was, and is still, on fire with
desire. Consider how the Maiden of Nazareth re-
acted to Gabriel’s astonishing message for her pure
longing for the promised One to be born of her
flesh and blood!

We can easily share the fears and anxiety of
Joseph, her spouse, and the utterly confused
Zechariah and his ageing wife, Elizabeth. 

And what longing haunted the hearts and
imagination of the Wise Men from the east search-
ing for this newborn king? 

What of Simeon in the temple praying cease-
lessly for the promised salvation of the People of
Israel, the coming of that all-powerful conqueror?
And what does he find standing before him? A
helpless baby in the arms of a young mother. 

All through the ages the question lingers on:
“What will this child turn out to be?”

While down at the river Jordan a passionate
John is crying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand”, we may wonder exactly what kind of
kingdom the Baptist had in mind.

Today we are the Advent people standing before
an unspeakable mystery. We hope, we ponder, we
repent, we yearn for a Coming that will make a dif-
ference!

The truly great prophet Isaiah speaks of the
comforting healing powers of a merciful Father
and of the incredible and endless compassion of a
Deliverer.

And that is exactly what the Church and the
present world is longing for: we are needing a light
that will set our faith aglow, a love that will dispel
all fear, a heart that will open up to the piercing
cry of her children, the very poor and homeless,
the downtrodden and vulnerable, the millions in
bondage and cruelly wounded. 

“O come, O come Emmanuel”—Come and
make that difference we yearn for; come, and set
your people free.

Fr Ralph de Hahn
Advent Reflection

Raymond Perrier
Faith and Society

NEW FOR 2018

29 MAY TO 10 JUNE

PILGRIMAGE OF GRACE
Visiting Old Constantinople, Dubrovnik

and Medugorje.
Organised by Mrs Annie Dierx

Cost from R16875
Tel: (031) 266 7702     Fax: (031) 266 8982

Email: judyeichhorst@telkomsa.net

carol@wylliefunerals.co.za 
andrew@wylliefunerals.co.za

Personal and Dignified
24-hour service

469 Voortrekker Rd, Maitland, Tel: 021 593 8820
48 Main Rd, Muizenberg, Tel: 021 788 3728

Tony Wyllie & Co.
Catholic Funeral Home

Member of the NFDA
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Call to stop the
‘new drug’ porn

BY ERIN CARELSE

YOUNG people especially must be pro-
tected from pornography, “the new
drug”, a Christian conference has

found. 
The conference, titled “Stop the New

Drug”, was hosted by the Biblical Christian
Network of South Africa. It focused on the
dangers of pornography, and the detrimental
effect it has on society.
Two main issues arose: the addictive prop-

erties of viewing pornography, and the ex-
ploitation of people in porn, particularly
children and trafficked women and minors.
Sr Melanie O’Connor HF of the Counter-

Trafficking in Persons Office at the Southern
African Catholic Bishops’ Conference has
noted the link between pornography and
human trafficking.
“Trafficked women and children have been

forced to act out pornography” she told The
Southern Cross. 
“If we care about getting rid of this terrible

evil of human trafficking, then we cannot but
stand against pornography as well,” she said.
“Can one get gratification out of watching

a trafficked child having to perform for a
viewer? That could be your child, brother, sis-
ter, or relative,” Sr O’Connor said.
She also expressed concern about the con-

sumption of porn by young people, which
now is easily accessible on Internet-enabled
smartphones.
“Our moral landscape is getting eroded

when parents do not have control over what
children watch on their cellphones,” said Sr
O’Connor.
Gregory Pereira, a member of the Biblical

Christian Network, agreed. “It’s important
that we protect children from pornography
exposure.” 
He suggested a few ways in which to do so. 

“At night, parents should gather their chil-
dren's cellphones to be charged, and not leave
it in their rooms. Younger children can find
inappropriate websites simply by mistyping a
word. Installing web filters on computers will
allow parents to choose which types of web-
sites are appropriate and which types to
block,” he advised. 
“Another way to protect children is to re-

strict their usage by placing computers in an
open/communal area so that parents can
monitor their children’s Internet and com-
puter activity. These are just a few of the
many ways that you can protect both yourself
and your children and be equipped in the
fight against ‘the new drug’,” he said.
Mr Pereira compared the harmful effects of

pornography on the brain to harmful drugs.
“The more you view it, the more you become
tolerant to it, the more your brain becomes
dependant on the rush.” 
Dr Albertus van Eeden, CEO of Doctors for

Life (DFL), said his organisation presented
peer-reviewed science about the effects of
pornography on the brain at the conference.
“Science has been able to clearly demon-

strate that when watching porn, the body re-
leases a cocktail of erototoxins that sufficiently
overpower the frontal cortex/ thinking brain
to suppress clear logic,” he said.  
“These neurotransmitters include

dopamine, serotonin, encephaline and so on
that are molecularly similar to cocaine, LSD,
and morphine. When looking at pornogra-
phy the body usually produces unnaturally
high amounts of its own endogenic ‘cocaine’,
‘LSD’ and ‘morphine’. 
“These powerful messages come from the

primitive brain (limbic system) and lead to a
combination of feelings of fear, surprise,
anger, disgust, hostility and lust which over-
power the brain’s ability to think soberly,” Dr
van Eeden said. 

The preparations for Mini World Youth Day in Durban from December 6-10 ,
are entering the final phase. Among those who have worked hard to make it
a success are (back from left) Justin Nanak, Clare Payne, Fr Donovan
Wheatley OMI, Christine Latchiah (centre row) Precious Mazibuko, Philiswa
Shongwe, (front) Mpilo Khumalo, Shaun Singh and Tess Nanak. A Mass on
December 8, feast of the Immaculate Conception, at 10:30 in the Durban
Exhibition Centre will be open to the public. (Photo: Val Adamson)

www.scross.co.za R8,00 (incl VAT RSA)
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Smokers left to fume as pope
bans cigarette sales in Vatican
IN a move likely to have some Vatican em-ployees fuming, Pope Francis has decided
to ban the sale of cigarettes inside the City

State on the grounds that the Holy See cannot
profit from a proven health hazard.
Vatican spokesman Greg Burke said the

reason for the decision “is very simple: the
Holy See cannot contribute to an activity that
clearly damages the health of people”.
Available for sale exclusively at “Palazzo

della Stazione”, the building that sits in front
of the Vatican's small train station, the ciga-
rettes have until now been sold at a lower
price than in tobacco stores around Rome,
making it an ideal place for smokers holding
a Vatican employee card to pick up their next
pack.
However, citing numbers from the World

Health Organisation, Burke noted that each
year some 7 million people throughout the
world die due to smoking-related causes.
Despite the fact that the cigarettes sold to

Vatican employees and pensioners have been
a source of revenue for the Holy See, “no

profit can be legitimate if it puts lives at risk”,
Mr Burke said.
The sale of cigarettes inside the Vatican

will officially cease as of 2018, but the sale of
larger cigars, with which smoke is not in-
haled, was not mentioned in the statement.
While Pope Francis himself doesn't smoke,

the habit is practically considered a national
vice in Italy, and many even within the Vati-
can can be found to have a pack or two on
hand.
The Vatican used to be known as a safe

haven for cigarette smokers. That changed
dramatically in 2002, when Vatican City pro-
hibited smoking in offices and public places.
On a moral level, the Church does not de-

fine smoking as a sin. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church

says the gift of physical health requires “rea-
sonable care” of the body, and more specifi-
cally says: “The virtue of temperance disposes
us to avoid every kind of excess: the abuse of
food, alcohol, tobacco or medicine.”—
CNA/CNS

CATHOLIC 
IRELAND
A pilgrimage with 

Bishop Victor Phalana

Feast day at shrine of 
OUR LADY OF KNOCK,
PAPAL MASS in Dublin*, 
and much more...

17-28 
August 2018

For information contact Gail at 076 352-3809 or info@fowlertours.co.za

in association with the Diocese of Klerksdorp

* subject to confirmation

TThheeTThhee SSSSoouutthheerroouutthheerrnnnn CCCCrroossssrroossss

www.fowlertours.co.za/ireland

UPPER ROOMUPPER ROOM
JANUARY – FEBRUARY 2018

THE

HELPING PEOPLE SPEND TIME WITH GOD EACH DAY

®

FREE in next week’s issue
In next week’s issue of The Southern Cross you will receive a FREE
gift of the Upper Room booklet of daily devotions for January to 

February 2018. The bi-monthly Upper Room Daily Devotional Guide
is available at R15. For more information, go to www.devotional.

upperroom.org or contact rrink@aurm.co.za 

First Communicants with their special candles outside St Mary’s cathedral
in Cape Town. (Back from left) Lawrence Ndukwu, Annika Riches and
Mariah Thomas. (Front from left) Charmaine Musamadia, Mercedes Dias
Gaspar, Seth Ferreira and Shoney Shinoy. Frs Rohan Smuts and Celes-
tine Okekeofojebe administered their First Communion. (Photo: Michelle
Perry)

The Catholic Brotherhood of Men in keimoes-Upington diocese was es-
tablished in 2012 in Upington and is now active at the local, regional
and diocesan level. Bishop Edward Risi was involved throughout the
process of getting the group going.

Young people at St Joseph’s parish in Goodwood, Cape Town, were confirmed by Arch-
bishop Stephen Brislin.

Twenty young people were confirmed at St Mary’s parish in Pietermaritzburg by Cardinal Wilfrid Napier,
assisted by Frs Donovan Wheatley OMI and Mhlanganisi Dlamini OMI, and Deacon Ian Cooke. (Supplied
by Carryn Smith)

Cousins Deqlan Higgins and keaton
du Plessis were among the 52 chil-
dren who made their First Communion
at Maria Regina parish in Centurion,
Pretoria archdiocese.

Children from the parishes of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Immaculate Heart of Mary in
Vereeniging, Johannesburg archdiocese, celebrated their First Communion. Pictured with them
is Fr Emmanuel Dim SMA.

Cathy Taylor and
her granddaughter
served at “Father
Stan’s Cake Sale”
stall at the annual
bazaar in the
grounds of Our
Lady of the 
Annunciation
church in 
Milnerton, Cape
Town. The cake
stall of parish
priest Fr Stan
Botha has been a
popular tradition
at the annual
bazaar for many
years.
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Musician pours her heart into ‘The Mighty One’

THE co-writer and singer of the
official theme song for Mini
World Youth Day (MWYD)

says being a part of this collabora-
tion was a God-given opportunity
and blessing. 

Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu is a
choir member in her parish of the
Immaculate Conception in Pine-
town, Durban, and a member of
the St Anne’s Sodality Diocesan
Choir.

She is no stranger to music. Her
first attempt at writing music was
back in 2010 when she auditioned
for a talent search hosted by One
Gospel.

But the MWYD anthem, titled
“The Mighty One”, is the first song
that she’s written that has been
recorded. 

She attributes praise and wor-
ship, as well as life experiences as
her inspiration for her songwriting. 

The praise-and-workshop ballad
written for MYWD, which is taking
place in Durban from December 6-
10, is based on Luke 1:49 (“…for
the Almighty has done great things
for me”) which is also the theme
for Mini World Youth Day 2017.
The MWYD forms part of the
global build-up to the interna-

tional World Youth Day, which will
be held in Panama in 2019.

The anthem was co-written with
Justin Nanak, a good friend of Ms
Dube-Ndhlovu.

“Justin called and told me that
he had been commissioned by the
presidium for MWYD, which in-
cludes Cardinal Wilfrid Napier, to
work on the theme song, and he
thought we should co-write it in
English and in Zulu,” she said.

“I was very excited at the news,
and even more excited when he
told me about the theme because I
could think of countless things
that ‘The Mighty One’ has done for
me and everyone around me. So I
immediately knew that composing
a song based on that scripture
would come naturally.”

The record was produced by sea-
soned producer Karen van Pletsen,
who also served as creative director
for the video, which is in English,
isiZulu and sign language. 

For the latter, they worked with
the KwaThintwa School for the

Deaf, which was founded by the
late Archbishop Denis Hurley, to
sign the song. 

“The idea was for the song to
reach as wide an audience as possi-
ble, so when our producer sug-
gested the signing choir, we were
over the moon,” Ms Dube-
Ndhlovu said.

On the day that the video was
recorded they first performed the
song by themselves from start to
finish. “I am not exaggerating

when I tell you that there wasn’t a
dry eye in the room at the end of
the performance,” Ms Dube-
Ndhlovu said. “I still get teary
every time I watch the video.” 

Working with the KwaThintwa
choir was “such a moving experi-
ence for all of us, and the feedback
has been amazing so far—the song
has touched people’s lives in a big
way, even those who are not reli-
gious,” she said.

Ms Dube-Ndhlovu believes that
gospel music, and religious songs
of whatever faith, can make a dif-
ference to changing people’s
worldview, “because they portray a
message of love, a message of hope,
and in the case of ‘The Mighty
One’ they also portray a message of
great things that the Lord has
done—and if that cannot change
people’s view of the world, then
nothing will”.

The musician is very involved in
youth faith networks and en-

couraging young people to make a
difference in the world. As a mem-
ber of the St Anne’s Sodality, a
women’s organisation whose
motto is “To serve the family, to
serve the Community and to serve

the Church”, her concern is the
wellbeing of the community, espe-
cially the youth. 

“We encourage the youth to
take part in the various activities
within the Church to keep them
off the streets, and away from soci-
etal ills,” she said. 

“We also raise funds to supply
those from underprivileged com-
munities with school uniforms and
various other necessities,” she said.
“We identify specific families
within communities who are in
need, we visit them and we supply
them with basic needs.” 

For example, this year the High-
way deanery committee of the St
Anne’s Sodality, of which Ms Dube-
Ndhlovu is treasurer, delivered san-
itary towels to KwaMaqadi School
in the Valley of a Thousand Hills, a
rural community outside Durban.
The sanitary towels were donated
by the members of St Anne’s Sodal-
ity within the deanery. 

Her family also recently part-
nered with Imbeleko Foundation
which provides holistic education
and support for vulnerable chil-
dren in the Valley of a Thousand
Hills. “We donated family land in
the valley for the building of Im-
beleko Arts Centre. I will be joining
the founder Sibusisiwe Myeni in
the arts centre, and will be working
with the youth specifically in
music projects,” Ms Dube-Ndhlovu
said.

Asked what advice she would
give to aspiring songwriters, she
said: “Keep at it, don’t give up,
your opportunity may be around
the corner, and remember to al-
ways put God first.”
n The video for “The Mighty 
One” can be seen at
https://youtu.be/CRdI3XAFHyw

Pilgrims to the Mini World
Youth Day in Durban next
week will frequently hear the
event’s theme, “The Mighty
One”. It was co-written by
Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu who
tells of how the song came
about and how she serves
her community.

Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu and Justin Nanak with the kwaThintwa School
for the Deaf in the video for “The Mighty One”. (Photo: Lwandile Nguben-
tombi) The song was written in English, isiZulu and sign language.

Musician Thandeka Dube-Ndhlovu 



ASOUTH AFRICAN “publishing
facilitator” has just published
his seventh book by or about a

priest in the past 12 months.
Frank Nunan, who is based in St

Francis Bay in the Eastern Cape, op-
erates two publishing imprints: SA
Catholic Online, and Write-on Pub-
lishing.

The latest offering, Collared &
Content: Perspectives @40 by Fr S’milo
Mngadi was launched in Johannes-
burg in mid-November. Southern
Cross editor Günther Simmermacher
wrote the foreword.

The other books by priests—and
one about a priest—published over
the past year are:

• Township God, by Fr Patrick Noo-
nan OFM

• Christianity in a Cosmopolitan
City, by Fr Jean-Marie Did’ho

• Transformation in Black & White,
by Fr Linda Zwane

• The First Dominican Friars in
Boksburg, Brakpan & Springs, by Fr
Joseph Falkiner OP

• St Mark’s Gospel, by Fr Billy
Barnes.

• Fr Paul Fahy: Called to be an Apos-
tle, a tribute to the priest of the dio-
cese of Port Elizabeth, who died

recently after celebrating the golden
jubilee of his priesthood.

The latter, an A4 sized book, was
compiled, edited and produced by
Mr Nunan in close cooperation with
Fr Fahy, who was his parish priest. 

A labour of love, it contains nu-
merous tributes, reflections and an-
ecdotes about Fr Fahy’s 50 years of
ministry in the Eastern Cape, as well
as a brief biography. Produced in full
colour, it includes nearly 300 photo-
graphs and other graphics.

The two imprints Mr Nunan runs

are not traditional book publishers,
and he insists that he is a publishing
facilitator, not a publisher.

“The advent of digital printing,
which in turn has led to the develop-
ment of Print on Demand technolo-
gies which allow for low-cost,
short-run printing—as well the
growth of online sales and distribu-
tion facilities such as Amazon—has
put self-publishing within reach of
the multitudes,” Mr Nunan said.

“This has enabled would-be au-
thors, who previously would have
had little chance of getting their
work published through traditional
publishing channels, to get their
work out there at very little financial
risk,” he said. 

“This phenomenon has in turn
given rise to a ‘new’ breed of pub-
lisher—or more correctly, publishing
facilitator—whose function it is to
assist these authors in the produc-
tion of their books.”

And that is the role he plays in
getting the writings of people into
print.

“The publishing facilitator, while
still putting books out there under
various imprints, differs from the tra-
ditional publisher in as much as he
or she works for a fee, does not take
ownership of the rights to the book,
does not pay advances and, impor-
tantly, often does not get involved in
the actual marketing and distribu-
tion of the books, beyond making
them available on a print-on-de-
mand basis on various online
media,” he explained.

“Previously, it would have been
unheard of for a small, one-man
publishing house like mine to pro-
duce seven books in a year,” he said.

Actually, it’s closer to ten, with
three books by secular authors also
coming out this year. Two of these
books were private projects, not for
public consumption.

A new way of publishing
That is something that is also

gaining popularity. “For example,
one can write a book about the fam-
ily history and have it produced just
for the family at relatively low cost,”
Mr Nunan said.

“I offer a one-stop-shop service,
which includes proofing of the
manuscript, editing it, typesetting,
layout and cover design, as well as
the actual printing of the book. I
will also make the book available on
a print-on-demand basis on local
and international platforms such as
Amazon. Finally, if required, I will
produce an eBook version for sale
on Amazon Kindle and other plat-
forms,” he said.

“The fact that I seem to have
tapped into a wellspring of priestly
authors is probably due to a number
of factors: there are many priests out
there who wish to share their experi-
ences, thoughts and ideas beyond
their immediate communities; tradi-
tional publishing is probably well
out of reach for most of them, and
possibly, the prices I charge make
writing a book an affordable and
achievable goal for priests.”

The SA Catholic Online imprint is
for books which are specifically in-
tended for a Catholic audience. The

Write-on Publishing imprint is for
books and authors who may aspire
to a wider, more secular audience.”

There are two more “priestly”
books in the pipeline, both by re-
cently-published authors: My Dog is
a Racist, by Fr Noonan, and The Trial
of African Solidarity by Fr Did’ho.

Fr Noonan, who serves in Boks-
burg, praised his near-namesake’s
“sheer enthusiasm”. 

“He put Township God together
from the first draft. He told me the
story moved him. He believed in me
enormously. He paved the way gra-
ciously,” Fr Noonan said.

Fr Mngadi said Mr Nunan “let the
book be my book”, even if he found
some of the content hair-raising. 

“I felt like mine was his only proj-
ect. This is the greatest advantage of
working with a small publisher; you
are not just a number or an ac-
count,” Fr Mngadi said.

The pastor of St Albert’s in
Vosloorus noted that Mr Nunan did-
n’t let the double personal loss of his
mother and his friend Fr Fahy affect
the publishing project.

Fr Zwane of Nelspruit in Witbank
diocese was also full of praise.

“Frank assisted me with proof-
reading, typesetting, cover design
and with the eventual publication of
the book. He was always available,
making suggestions and comments
and be open to my input,” said Fr
Zwane.

“Working with him brought to
me an absolute peace of mind. He
has a reassuring presence which
takes away anxiety.”
n All books are available from
www.sacatholiconline.org

PERSONALITY10 The Southern Cross, November 29 to December 5, 2017

Meet the publisher of priests
Everybody, it is said, has a
book in them. Frank
Nunan’s task is to get these
books into print. Here he
tells us how.

Contact us: Tel 041 373-0039 / Mobile 074 376-5833 / Email retreat@catholic-pe.co.za

Frail/assisted care in shared or 
single rooms.

Independent care in single/double
rooms with en-suite bathrooms.
Rates include meals, laundry and 

24-hour nursing.
Day Care and short stay facilities 

also available.

Retirement Home,
Rivonia,
Johannesburg
Tel:011 803 1451
www.lourdeshouse.org

Frank Nunan helps priests and oth-
ers get their books into print. In the
past 12 months alone, he has
brought out six books by priests,
and one about a priest.

The seven books by or about priests which Frank Nunan has shepherded
into print over the past 12 months. One is about the late Fr Paul Fahy (top
centre), the others are by Frs S’milo Mngadi (top left), Fr Jean-Marie
Did’ho (top right), Billy Barnes, Linda Zwane, Patrick Noonan OFM and
Joseph Falkiner OP  .

www.lourdeshouse.org
retreat@catholic-pe.co.za
www.catholic-pe.co.za/stluke.htm
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DEATHS
DE VRIES—Peter Gerhard.
Beloved husband, father,
grandfather and great-
grandfather, passed away
peacefully in Paarl on Satur-
day November 18, aged 92,
after an illness bravely
borne. Deeply mourned and
lovingly remembered by his
wife Mary, son Paul, daugh-
ter Bernadette and all the
extended family. Eternal rest
grant unto him O Lord, and
let perpetual light shine
upon him. MHDSRIP.
GAERTNER—Maria
Margherita (Vidmar). DOB
18-11-1933. Passed away
peacefully 18-11-2017. Lov-
ingly remembered by her
children Monika, Ingrid,
Erwin and Richard, in-laws
Janet and Brian Gaybba,
grandchildren Jenny,
Richard, Natalie, Peter,
Bianca and Hannah, great-
grandchildren Luke, Joshua
and Lily, and 16 nieces and
nephews. RIP.

PERSONAL
ABORTION WARNING:
The truth will convict a silent
Church. See www.valuelife
abortionisevil.co.za
FELLOW CATHOLICS:
Visit Pious Ponsiano kintu’s
official website www.ave
maria832.simplesite.com
This website has been set
up to give Glory to the Most
Holy Trinity through the
healing power of Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.
View God’s marvellous work
of healing and deliverance
in various African countries
since 2007. More than 20
video clips have been up-

loaded onto YouTube (sim-
ply go to Google and type
Pious kintu YouTube). Also,
you will read about African
stigmatic Sr Josephine Sul
of DR Congo and Padre
Pio, among others. Share it
with all your friends. Con-
tacts via e-mail avemaria
832@gmail.com and ave
maria832@yahoo.com and
via cellphone (roaming
within Africa) +243 99
0358275 +243 81 6090071.

PRAYERS
O, MOST beautiful Flower
of Mount Carmel, Fruit of
the Vine, Splendrous of
Heaven, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity.
O, Star of the Sea, help me
and show me you are my
Mother. O Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of
Heaven and Earth, I humbly
beseech you from the bot-
tom of my heart to secure
me in my necessity. There
are none that can withstand
your power. O Mary con-
ceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to
thee (say 3 times).Holy
Mary I place this cause in
your hands (say 3 times).
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Amen. Say this prayer for 3
days, after that the prayer
will be answered and the
prayer must be published. A
& R kamfer and Little
Mariah.
ALMIGHTY GOD, kindle in
the hearts of all men the
true love of peace, and
guide with your pure and
peaceable wisdom those
who make decisions for the
nations of the earth; that in

tranquillity your kingdom
may go forward. Amen.

HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION

CAPE TOWN: Looking for
reasonably priced accom-
modation over the Decem-
ber/January holiday period?
Come to kolbe House, set
in beautiful, spacious gar-
dens in Rondebosch, nes-
tled just under Devil’s Peak.
Self-catering, clean and
peaceful. Safe parking.
Close to all shops and pub-
lic transport. Contact Pat
021 685 7370, 073 263
2105 or kolbe.house@
telkomsa.net
CAPE TOWN: Strand-
fontein. Fully equipped self-
catering, two-bedroom
apartment with parking,
sleeps four. R660 per/night.
Paul 061 446 9665,
vivilla@telkomsa.net
MARIANELLA Guest
House, Simon’s Town:
“Come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped with
amazing sea views.  Secure
parking, ideal for rest and
relaxation. Special rates for
pensioners and clergy. Mal-
colm Salida 082 784 5675,
mjsalida@gmail.com
SCOTTBuRGH KZN: Self-
catering, fully equipped gar-
den cottage. Sleeps four.
Phone Margaret on 039
9761454 to book your holi-
day.
KZN HOLIDAY HOuSE:
Self-catering, 3 bedrooms.
Sleeps 11–12. Close to
churches, beach and shop-
ping malls. Tel: 083 263
2174.

JOHANNESBuRG:
St Anthony’s church in
Coronationville is calling
for donations of tinned
fish, peanut butter, jam,
butter and juice for their
soup kitchen. Contact
Faried and Nadine Benn
on 073 906 6037 or 083
658 2573.
CAPE TOWN:
Retreat day/quiet prayer
last Saturday of each month
except December, at
Springfield Convent in Wyn-
berg, Cape Town. Hosted
by CLC, 10.00-15.30. Con-
tact Jill on 083 282 6763 or
Jane on 082 783 0331.
Perpetual Adoration
Chapel at Good Shepherd
parish, 1 Goede Hoop St,
Bothasig, welcomes all vis-
itors. Open 24 hours a day.
Phone 021 558 1412.
Helpers of God’s Pre-
cious Infants. Mass on last

Saturday of every month at
9:30 at Sacred Heart
church in Somerset Road,
Cape Town. Followed by
vigil at abortion clinic. Con-
tact Colette Thomas on 083
412 4836 or 021 593 9875
or Br Daniel SCP on 078
739 2988. 
DuRBAN:
Holy Mass and Novena
to St Anthony at St An-
thony’s parish every
Tuesday at 9:00. Holy
Mass and Divine Mercy
Devotion at 17:30 on first
Friday of every month.
Sunday Mass at 9:00.
Phone 031 309 3496 or
031 209 2536.
St Anthony’s rosary
group. Every Wednes-
day at 18:00 at St An-
thony’s church opposite
Greyville racecourse. All
are welcome and lifts are
available. Contact keith
Chetty on 083 372 9018..

Community Calendar
To place your event, call Mary Leveson at 021 4655007 

or e-mail m.leveson@scross.co.za 
(publication subject to space)

SOLUTIONS TO 787. ACROSS: 2 Iconoclast, 8
Lamentations, 10 Flora, 11 Blarney, 12, Matins, 13
Addict, 16 Lullaby, 18 Eaten, 19 Rolling stone, 20
Holy waters. DOWN: 1 Holy Family, 3 Contain, 4
Nearby, 5 China, 6 Annunciation, 7 Immortal soul,
9 Bystanders, 14 Dresser, 15 Cygnet, 17 Allow. 

Southern CrossWord solutionsLiturgical Calendar
Year B – Weekdays Cycle Year 2

Sunday December 3, 1st Sunday of Advent
(Year B, Weekdays Cycle Year 2 starts)
Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 (63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7), Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-
19, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:33-37
Monday December 4, St John Damascene
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalms 122:1-9, Matthew 8:5-1
Tuesday December 5
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17, Luke 10:21-24
Wednesday December 6, St Nicholas of Myra
Isaiah 25:6-10, Psalms 23, Matthew 15:29-37
Thursday December 7, St Ambrose
Isaiah 26:1-6, Psalms 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27, Matthew 7:21, 24-27
Friday December 8, Immaculate Conception of Our Lady
Genesis 3:9-15, 20, Psalms 98, 1-4, Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12, Luke 1:26-38
Saturday December 9, St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26, Psalms 147:1-6, Matthew 9:35--10:1, 5-8
Sunday December 10, 2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11, Psalms 85:9-14, 2 Peter 3:8-14, Mark 1:1-8
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Traditional Latin
Mass

Fr Zaba Mbanjwa OMI
OBLATE Father Zaba Mban-

jwa, a lecturer at St
Joseph’s Theological Insti-

tute in Cedara, died after a long
illness on November 15 at the
age of 52.

Fr Zaba, who was born in
Pietermaritzburg in 1965 and en-
tered the Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate pre-novitiate at
Cleland in 1985, studied philos-
ophy and theology at St Joseph’s.

He was ordained a priest in
1992. After his ordination, he
worked in a number of parishes
in the archdiocese of Durban, in-
cluding Assumption in Umbilo,
St John Vianney in Elandskop,
and St Theresa’s in Inchanga.  

Fr Zaba had an interest in
African theology and in 2002 he
graduated with a master’s degree
in theology from the University
of KwaZulu-Natal on the topic of
“The influence of Catholic social
teaching on South African black
theology”. 

He was a long-time member

of the academic staff of St
Joseph’s Theological Institute
lecturing in various modules in
African theology, and was cur-
rently enrolled for his PhD at
UKZN, investigating the dia-
logue with the Shembe religion. 

Fr Zaba was a keen social ana-
lyst and had his finger on the
pulse of society. He developed
very good relational skills and
would from time to time engage

in conflict resolution, without
even using the term. 

He was able to understand the
context in which problems arose
and this made a meaningful dif-
ference to his interventions. 

He was an avid soccer fol-
lower and his face would fall
whenever the national team per-
formed badly.

For the last few years, Fr Zaba
had not been in the greatest of
health, experiencing long bouts
of illness, and at times he en-
dured great personal discomfort.
Recently he said that it was im-
possible to verbalise his pain. 

His sufferings in these last
months constituted a very deep
and personal prayer “according
to the mind of God”.

The last three months had
been a way of the cross for him,
as he had been hospitalised fre-
quently and underwent surgery
for the removal of his gallblad-
der, among other procedures. He
bore it all with faith.

CHRISTMAS
IS NEAR!

Greet friends and
family through clas-

sified ads in The 
Southern Cross.

Only R1,70 a word
in our Christmas
edition of Decem-
ber 12-19. Send
your ad with pay-
ment to Christmas

Greetings, Box
2372, Cape Town,
8000, to arrive by

December 1, 2017,
or email

advertising@
scross.co.za, fax 

021 465 385, phone
021 465 55007

GOD BLESS AFRICA
Guard our people,
guide our leaders

and give us peace.
Luke 11:1-13

St Nicholas of Myra St John Damascene

Father in heaven, the day draws near when the
glory of your Son will make radiant the night of
the waiting world. 

May the lure of greed not impede us from the joy
which moves the hearts of those who seek him. 

May the darkness not blind us to the vision of
wisdom which fills the minds of those who find
him. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen.

ADVENT PRAYER
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THERE’S a growing body of literature
today that chronicles the experience
of persons who were clinically dead

for a period of time (minutes or hours) and
were medically resuscitated and brought
back to life.  

Some of us, for example, are familiar
with Dr Eben Alexander’s book, Proof of
Heaven: A Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the Af-
terlife. More recently Hollywood produced
a movie, Miracles from Heaven, which por-
trays the true story of a young Texas girl
who was clinically dead, medically revived,
and who shares what she experienced in
the afterlife.

There are now hundreds of stories like
this, gathered through dozens of years,
published or simply shared with loved
ones. What’s interesting (and consoling) is
that virtually all these stories are wonder-
fully positive, irrespective of the person’s
faith or religious background. 

In virtually every case their experience,
while partially indescribable, was one in
which they felt a warm, personal, over-
whelming sense of love, light and welcome,
and not a few of them found themselves
meeting relatives of theirs that had passed
on before them, sometimes even relatives
that they didn’t know they had. 

Also, in virtually every case, they did
not want to return to life here but, like
Peter on the mountain of the Transfigura-
tion, wanted to stay there. 

Recently while speaking at a confer-
ence, I referenced this literature and
pointed out that, among other things, it
seems everyone goes to heaven when they
die.

This, of course, immediately sparked a
spirited discussion: “What about hell?
Aren’t we judged when we die? Doesn’t
anyone go to hell?” 

My answer to those questions, which
need far more nuance than are contained
in a short soundbite, was that while we all
go to heaven when we die, depending
upon our moral and spiritual disposition,
we might not want to stay there.

Hell, as Jesus assures us, is a real option;
though, as Jesus also assures us, we judge
ourselves. God puts no one in hell. Hell is
our choice. 

However, it’s what happened after this
discussion that I want to share here: A

woman approached me as I was leaving
and told me that she had had this exact ex-
perience. She had been clinically dead for
some minutes and then revived through
medical resuscitation. 

And, just like the experience of all the
others in the literature around this issue,
she too experienced a wonderful warmth,
light and welcome, and did not want to re-
turn to life here on earth. 

Inside all this warmth and love, how-
ever, what she remembers most and wants
to share with others is this: “I learned that
God is very close. We have no idea how
close God is to us. God is closer to us than
we ever imagine!” 

Her experience has left her forever
branded with a sense of God’s warmth,
love and welcome, but what’s left the deep-
est brand of all inside her is the sense of
God’s closeness. 

I was struck by this because, like mil-

lions of others, I generally don’t feel that
closeness, or at least don’t feel it very affec-
tively or imaginatively. God can seem
pretty far away, abstract and impersonal, a
Deity with millions of things to worry
about without having to worry about the
minutiae of my small life. 

Moreover, as Christians, we believe that
God is infinite and ineffable. This means
that while we can know God, we can never
imagine God. 

Given that truth, it makes it even
harder for us to imagine that the infinite
Creator and Sustainer of all things is inti-
mately and personally present inside us,
worrying with us, sharing our heartaches,
and knowing our most guarded feelings.

Compounding this is the fact that
whenever we do try to imagine God’s per-
son, our imaginations come up against the
unimaginable. 

For example, try to imagine this: There
are billions of persons on this earth and
billions more have lived on this earth be-
fore us. At this very minute, thousands of
people are being born, thousands are
dying, thousands are sinning, thousands
are doing virtuous acts, thousands are
making love, thousands are experiencing
violence, thousands are feeling their hearts
swelling with joy, all of this part of trillions
upon trillions of phenomena. 

How can one heart, one mind, one per-
son be consciously on top of all of this and
so fully aware and empathetic that no hair
falls from our heads or sparrow from the
sky without this person taking notice?

It’s impossible to imagine, pure and
simple, and that’s part of the very defini-
tion of God. 

How can God be as close to us as we are
to ourselves? Partly this is mystery, and
wisdom bids us to befriend mystery be-
cause anything we can understand is not
very deep! 

The mystery of God’s intimate, personal
presence inside us is beyond our imagina-
tions. But everything within our faith tra-
dition and now almost everything in the
testimony of hundreds of people who have
experienced the afterlife assures us that,
while God may be infinite and ineffable,
God is very close to us—closer than we
imagine.

CHURCH CHUCKLE

2nd Sunday of Advent : December 10
Readings: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11, Psalm 85:9-
14, 2 Peter 3:8-14, Mark 1:1-8

WE often find ourselves looking out
rather impatiently for God to deliver
on his promises; and that may be es-

pecially true at this time of the year. If that is
how you are feeling just at present, then next
Sunday’s readings have something to say to
you.

In the first reading, the unknown prophet
whom we call “Isaiah of Babylon” is encour-
aging his fellow-exiles not to be too dispir-
ited: “comfort, comfort” is the
watchword—and they certainly need it.

His message from God is “Speak to the
heart of Jerusalem: ‘Your service is com-
pleted’.” Then he gets the awesome instruc-
tion: “In the desert, prepare a way for the
Lord…and the glory of the Lord shall be re-
vealed.”

What is the message that he is to give? A
beautiful one, that we very much need at this
time of the year: “Sion, herald of good news…
say to the cities of Judah, ‘Look—your God!’.”
And we get the wonderful image of God as
shepherd: “Like a shepherd shepherds his
flock, in his arms he gathers the lambs.”

That is a powerful counter to our instinc-

tive desire for God to “get on with it”. 
That is something that the poet who wrote

the psalm for next Sunday knows: “I shall lis-
ten for what God says, for the Lord will speak
peace to his people”, he sings, “for glory to
fill our land.”

His vision is of something that is coming
soon, not to be impatient about, and he
paints a lovely picture: “Steadfast love and
truth have met, justice and peace have
kissed.” So it is already happening: “Truth will
spring up from the earth and justice will look
down from heaven.”

We can afford to be patient.
That is very much the message of next

Sunday’s second reading: “One day in the
presence of the Lord is like a thousand years;
and a thousand years like a single day.” 

Funny things happen to time when you
look at it from God’s point of view; but for
the impatient it is important to hear the mes-
sage that “the Lord is not being slow on his
promise, as some people think of slowness.
No—he is being patient with you, not want-
ing some people to be destroyed, but wanting

everyone to come to repentance.”
Then, still dealing with the impatient, he

uses a telling image: “The Day of the Lord will
come like a burglar;” even if it is fairly violent,
it is not going to be when you expected it to
come. Our task is to “wait and be eager for the
coming of God’s Day”.

And what shall we see then? “New heav-
ens and new earth, in accordance with his
promise…where justice shall live” (picking
up, we notice, something of the psalm). So
our task is not to complain that God is a bit
slow, but to “await eagerly…and be found at
peace”.

The Gospel for next Sunday is the extraor-
dinary opening to Mark’s gospel. And it is cer-
tainly not in a rush.

It starts by going back to the very begin-
ning of the Bible, and the first word of the
Book of Genesis: “beginning”, and continu-
ing, gently, into the idea of “good news” or
“gospel”. And not just any gospel, but that of
“Jesus Messiah, Son of God”.

So then you settle down and wait for the
evangelist to talk about Jesus; but you get

nothing of the sort—only a quotation, al-
legedly from Isaiah, the first part of which is
not from Isaiah at all, but from Malachi (or
possibly Exodus): “I am sending my messen-
ger before your face.”

Then we realise (and he is still not rushing)
that he is picking up the text of our first read-
ing: “The voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’.”

And so, we think, now at last we come to
Jesus; but not a bit of it; for the talk is all
about John the Baptist, “baptising in the
desert and preaching a baptism of repen-
tance”, attended by “the whole Judean region
and all the Jerusalemites”.

Then at last our attention is turned away
from the Baptist and his strange clothing and
diet, and we hear him proclaim: “The One
Stronger than me is coming…I baptised you
with water; but he is going to baptise you
with the Holy Spirit.”

This is going to be worth waiting for.

God will indeed deliver

What is it like to die?
Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI

Final Reflection

Nicholas King SJ
Sunday Reflections

Southern Crossword #787

DOWN
1. Jesus, Mary and Joseph
(4,6)
3. Hold yourself in (7)
4. Learner leaves 11 across
and moves not far away (6)
5. Some Bach in a chapel
with the crockery (5)
6. Occasion of the Angelus
(12)
7. It survives death (8,4)
9. They are present but take
no part in the procession
(10)
14. Does he vest the bishop
at the sideboard? (7)
15. Young swan has a seal,
we hear (6)
17. Permit (5)

ACROSS
2. He may destroy your holy
image (10)
8. A mental sin to confound
Jeremiah’s book (12)
10. She gives the plants her
name (5)
11. Irish castle where you
get the gift of the gab (7)
12. Morning prayers (6)
13. He’s dependent on drugs
(6)
16. Soporific song (7)
18. Having had the Last Sup-
per (5)
19. He won’t settle in the
moss (7,5)
20. Blessings with them may
be saturating (4,6)

Solutions on page 11

AMAN dies and goes to heaven. As he arrives he
sees a huge wall of clocks. He asks: “What are

all those clocks for?”
St Peter answers: “Those are lie-clocks. Everyone

who has ever been on earth has a lie-clock. Every
time you lie, the hands on your clock move.”

The man points to one and asks: “Whose clock
is that?” “That’s Mother Teresa’s,” replies St Peter.
“The hands have never moved, indicating that she
never told a lie.”

“Incredible,” says the man. “And whose clock is
that one?” “That’s Nelson Mandela’s clock. The
hands have moved twice, telling us that Mandela
told only two lies in his entire life.’

“Where’s Jacob Zuma’s clock?” asks the man. St
Peter points upwards and says: “We’re using it as a
ceiling fan.”
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LENT IN THE

HOLY LAND
17-26 March 2018 

Led by Fr Brian Mhlanga OP
of RADIO VERITAS

Contact Gail at 076 352 3809
info@fowlertours.co.za

www.fowlertours.co.za/holyland
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