
Focus on Food - Where does my food come from? 

 

 

 
 
 

Pupils investigate where their food comes from and create a food map. This map is 
swapped with the partner school and compared. This activity explores the impact of where 
our food comes from and the differences between U.K and Ethiopian food provision. 
 

 

Activity 1 – Where does my food come from? 

 Pupils investigate their weekly groceries or a bag of groceries bought 

specifically for this activity. 

 Where do different foods come from? Can pupils find any food from 

Ethiopia?  

 Pupils draw up a table with the names of products and the countries they 

come from.  

 They use this to create a map of the world with different lines displaying 

where different food comes from. They can calculate how many food miles 

there are in certain foods.  

 Pupils can also investigate lines of production – where is food grown, 

where is it processed, where is it packed? 

 

Activity 2 – Swap and investigation 

 The displays are then exchanged with the partner school. 

 Pupils investigate the map from their partner school.  

- Are there any differences?  

- Where does most food in Ethiopia come from? Is it imported or grown 

locally?  

- Why might this be?  

 

 

 

 

KEYSTAGE 3 & 4 
CURRICULUM LINKS 

Geography 
- Using atlases, globes, 
and maps  
- Human impact on the 
environment and climate 
change 
- Investigating different 
places in the world and 
how/why they are 
different 
 

Citizenship 
- Exploring the lives and 
customs of people in 
different countries 
- Forming relationships 
with children in other 
countries 
- Rights and 
responsibilities towards 
our global society and 
the environment 

English 
- Discussion 
- Using appropriate 
written language 
- Analysing texts 

Art 
- Using a range of 

materials and 

techniques 

Further Work 

 

 The displays can form the basis of discussions, investigations or 

an investigation as to why so much of our food is imported from 

less developed countries.  

- What impact does this have on the environment?  

- If a country replaces staple crops with export crops, what 

impact does this have on that country and its ability to feed 

itself?  

- What are the alternatives to eating imported food? What 

food is locally available?  

- How can we encourage people to think about where their 

food comes from? 

http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/geography/keystage2/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/geography/index.aspx#note2_7_a
http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/geography/keystage2/index.aspx?return=/key-stages-1-and-2/subjects/geography/index.aspx#note2_7_a

