
The End of the World
A Study In Revelation

Chapter 18
The Obituary of the False Church (harlot) and the Beast System

Events recorded in this chapter continue the story begun in 17 that span the first 3.5 years of the 
tribulation period, culminating in the destruction of the world church and beast system at mid 
tribulation. The World church and its accompanying financial system are initially an asset to the 
antichrist, but he grows to hate the world church and it’s system because they stand in the way of his 
declaration that he is god.

• Review (Ch 17)
16And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her 
desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.  

• The ten subrulers of the antichrist are jealous of the power and wealth of the harlot, the world 
church. They attack the headquarters of the world church and destroy it with fire-possibly nuclear 
weapons

17For God hath put in their hearts to fulfill his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.  
18And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

• The current location of the world church, the World Council of Churches, is Geneva Switzerland. 
Also a center of world banking and political intrigue.

• This city and the leaders of the world church will be utterly destroyed, paving the way for the 
antichrist to set up his capital in Jerusalem, enter the temple, and declare himself God.

Revelation 18:1-24(KJV) 1And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having 
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.  

• John sees this angel once again, first seen in Rev 14:8

• Revelation 14:8(KJV) 8And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that 
great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

2And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.  

• Absolutely desolate. The headquarters of the world religion and its’ financial system destroyed.
• The people who lived there destroyed, but not the devils or demons, and foul spirits that were 

behind the world church and its’ financial system

• 1 Timothy 4:1-2(NIV) 1The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and 

follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2Such teachings come through hypocritical 
liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 

• The world church will be demonically inspired, and led by those with no conscience
3For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of 
her delicacies. 

• Every nation has been affected by the world religion, which focuses on materialism and sensuality
4And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  

• God warns believers to leave the city before it is destroyed, pointing out once again the he does not 
send destruction upon the city, in the same way as he warned Abraham about the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah



5For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God have remembered her iniquities.  

• Genesis 18:20-21(NLT) 20So the LORD told Abraham, “I have heard a great outcry from Sodom 

and Gomorrah, because their sin is so flagrant. 21I am going down to see if their actions are as 
wicked as I have heard. If not, I want to know.” 

6Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup 
which she hath filled fill to her double.  

• Revelation 18:6(NIV) 6Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for what she has 

done. Mix her a double portion from her own cup.    

• God prepares a cup of double down
7How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for 
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. 

• Give to the harlot, the world religion and its’ headquarters torment and sorrow equal to the 
pleasure she enjoyed

8Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly 
burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. 

• In one day the world church and its’ religious system will be destroyed in a day – possiobly burned 
completely with fire (nuclear weapons. 

9And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail 

her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning,  10Standing afar off for the fear of 
her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment 
come. 

• Those who have profited will be sad
• Speaking in terms of today’s weaponry, only nuclear weapons would create a scene of this 

description – the smoke of burning – standing afar off because of radiation
• Satellite tv will show the burning city on 24 hr news channels

11And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more:  

• The economic system associated with the world church will be utterly destroyed and will not rise 
again. Those connected with it will have no income.

12The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and 
silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most 

precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 13And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and 
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and 

chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. 14And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, 
and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at 
all.  

• Every aspect and commodity of human commerce was controlled by the world church. No further 
commerce will ever be conducted by the world church

15The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her 

torment, weeping and wailing, 16And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and 

purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls!  17For in one hour so great 
riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as 
trade by sea, stood afar off, 



• The headquarters city of the world church is a depository for great wealth. All access is lost to that 
wealth because of the destruction of the city. In one hour the banking system fails.

18And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!  
19And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, 
wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she 
made desolate.  

• International trade is halted; the economy is stopped in preparation for commerce regulated by 
the antichrist. Only those who take the mark of the beast will be allowed to buy and sell openly in 
the second 3.5 years of the tribulation period.

• 1 Timothy 6:5-6(NIV) 5and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed 

of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 6But godliness with 
contentment is great gain. 

20Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.
• A party in heaven celebrating the destruction of the false church

21And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with 

violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. 22And the voice 
of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no 
craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall 

be heard no more at all in thee;23And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice 
of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great 
men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.  

• Men are deceived into the false world church by its’ sorceries, the doctrines of demons. The false 
world church will embrace and teach witchcraft.

• Is it any wonder that we see witchcraft being recognized as a “church” even today
• The church of wicca – tax exempt
• The false church will never rise again.

24And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.
• Many tribulation saints murdered in the headquarters city of the false world church.


