
Supporting Question ● In what ways did individuals and groups resist slavery?
● Did the type of resistance change the outcome?

Formative 
Performance Task

Students will analyze various forms of resistance to slavery and make 
connections and conclusions about that resistance. 

Conceptual 
Understanding (NY 
State)

7.7b - Enslaved African Americans resisted slavery in various ways in the 19th century. 
The abolitionist movement also worked to raise awareness of and generate resistance to 
the institution of slavery. 

Content Specifications 
(NY State)

7.7b.1 - Students will examine ways in which enslaved Africans organized and resisted 
their conditions. 
7.7b.2 - Students will explore the efforts of William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, 
and Harriet Tubman to abolish slavery. 
7.7b.3 - Students will examine the effects of Uncle Tom’s Cabin on the public perception 
of slavery. 
7.7b.5 - Students will examine the seizure of the ship, La Amistad, carrying enslaved 
Africans, off the coast of Long Island and the resulting Supreme Court decision in 
United States v. The Amistad (1841).

Resources: Student Resources:

● Classroom set of posters. Teachers might hang the posters around the 
room, or hand sets to groups of students. 

● Each student should receive a copy of the handouts and the exit tickets (if 
utilizing). 

● OPTIONAL: Printed sets of hexagonal task cards for students to work 
with in groups. 

(Posters could also be provided digitally, while the hand outs are printed.) 

Digital Links for teachers:

● Classroom Version - Google Slides version of the posters and 
handouts for students

● Digital Version of Google Slides activity

● Jamboard version of the hexagonal activity (I added all of the 
hexagons to the zip drive. PLEASE check to see if your students can 
access the images before assigning. Otherwise, you will need to re-insert 
the images yourself.)

● Google Slides version of the hexagonal activity for printing

Resistance to Slavery   Lesson Plan
This lesson plan guides students through the major ways that various groups and individuals resisted the conditions and institution 
of slavery. Students will analyze types of resistance and make connections and conclusion about resistance. 



Lesson Plan

❏ DISTRIBUTE the handouts to students and point out the posters hanging around the classroom. 
(Alternatively, teachers might assign students to groups with copies of the posters, or assign the posters 
digitally.)

❏ Review the first page of the handout and the directions and then give students time to find answers. Make 
sure to discuss what types of evidence they will require to complete the handout correctly. (Teachers 
might only require students to complete some sections of the handout. Then, why the full class comes 
back together as a group, the teacher can have students share the information with their classmates.) 
(The time allotted depends on the choices teaches make. This section might last anywhere from 15-30 
min.).

❏ The teacher should call the students back together as a full class and review the information that they 
found. (10 min.)

Before Class...
❏ Teachers should determine how they would like students to complete the activity. There are several 

combinations possible. Students might use all the printable activities, all digital activities, or some 
combination of the two. 

❏ PRINT AND COPY any of the necessary printable activities for students. 

DAY 1 - Procedure for Class...

Resistance to Slavery   

DAY 2- Procedure for Class...
❏ Teachers should review the second page of the handout. Note to students that this time they will be make 

more connections and inferences with the information that they find. Even though there are only six 
options this time, students will likely need the same amount of time allotted because of the higher level 
critical thinking involved 15-30 min.). 

❏ The teacher should call the students back together as a full class and review the information that they 
found. (10 min.)

❏ At this point, teachers again have some options. If possible divide students into groups and hand out the 
large hexagonal task card. Have students utilize their hexagonal thinking to make connections with the 
tiles. Teachers can circle through each group to review student work. Teachers could also share the 
Jamboard and have students make connections through that tool. (Teachers might need to explain the 
hexagonal activity a bit more if students aren’t familiar with the process. You can view a Peacefield History 
blog post here to see how teacher might explain this process. 

❏ Finally, teachers might assign the exit ticket or use that as a replacement for the hexagonal activity. 

ASSIGNING THE LESSON - You can assign the 
presentation in Google Classroom (Classwork - Create)  and then 
click make a copy for every student. This way, students will each 
have their own lesson to work through, and their own text boxes 
to complete. Just make sure you pick “make a copy for each 
student.” Text has been locked in the background for students, 
but teachers, can edit the text by clicking - slide - edit theme. 

DIGITAL VERSION  - Procedure...

https://peacefieldhistory.com/hexagonal-thinking-social-studies/


Frederick Douglass
https://www.nps.gov/frdo/learn/historyculture/frederickdouglass.htm
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/12/the-confounding-truth-about-frederick-douglass/573931/

William Lloyd Garrison
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1561.html
https://www.bpl.org/blogs/post/the-boston-mob-of-1835/

Angelina and Sarah Grimke 
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/angelina-grimke-weld
https://iep.utm.edu/grimke/

Sojourner Truth
https://www.pbs.org/thisfarbyfaith/people/sojourner_truth.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sojourner_Truth

Harriet Beecher Stowe
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/harriet-beecher-stowe
https://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/harriet-beecher-stowe/uncle-toms-cabin/

The Amistad
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/amistad
https://glc.yale.edu/brief-narrative-amistad-incident

The Pearl Incident
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/pearl-incident/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/1998/08/12/escape-on-the-pearl/b4ce3e5f-707c-4fad-a886-ed807142
3485/
https://www.whitehousehistory.org/the-pearl-incident
Ricks, Mary Kay, Escape on the Pearl

Harriet Tubman
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/harriet-tubman
Dunbar, Erica Armstrong, She Came to Slay: The Life and Times of Harriet Tubman 

Nat Turner
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part3/3p1518.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nat_Turner%27s_slave_rebellion

Denmark Vesey
https://time.com/4701283/denmark-vesey-history-charleston-south-carolina/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/events-african-american-history/denmark-vesey-conspiracy-1
822/

General Reference: 

Quarles, Benjamin, Black Abolitionists
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Peacefield History utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. For reference, see below. 
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