
Reg No. 1920/002058/06 No 5191June 24 to June 30, 2020

Bishops slam
#Put SA First 
campaign

BY ERIN CARELSE

THE bishops of Southern Africa have
called on the faithful to avoid getting
involved in a social media campaign

under the banner #PutSouthAfricaFirst,
which they say borders on hate speech in its
call for “discrimination of non-South
Africans in the economic and social sectors,
among others”.  

“Xenophobia, particularly in South
Africa, has been a recurring problem and, as
the bishops of the Catholic Church, we con-
demn any form of hostility towards a sister
or a brother,” Archbishop Buti Tlhagale of
Johannesburg said in a statement issued on
behalf of the SACBC to mark World Refugee
Day (WRD) on June 20.

The bishops called on Catholics and
South Africans generally not to be involved
in campaigns such as #PutSouthAfricaFirst
as these go against the values of the Gospel
and the Social Teaching of the Church.

Instead, they encouraged people to be
fully involved in the theme of this year’s
WRD celebration, ““Everyone can make a
difference. Every action counts”.

“It is in each one of us doing his or her
bit to make a difference in the life of a
refugee, that we can improve their protec-
tion and wellbeing,” said Archbishop Tlha-
gale, the SACBC’s liaison bishop for
Migrants and Refugees.

The archbishop reiterated Pope Francis’
call for the protection and integration of
refugees and forcibly displaced persons in
host communities. 

“As bishops of the Catholic Church in
Botswana, South Africa and Eswatini, we are
aware of the amount of work that has been
done and continues in responding to the
needs of the almost 80 million refugees and
other forcibly displaced people, most of
whom live in deplorable conditions,” said

Archbishop Tlhagale.
“A lot, however, still needs to be done,

not least on the protection and integration
of refugees and other vulnerable people
who have been forcibly displaced,” the
archbishop added. 

The statement further highlighted dis-
may at the exclusionary measures that have
been used by many governments in their re-
sponse to the socio-economic needs of the
vulnerable and poor during the time of
Covid-19. 

“The 2020 WRD comes at a time when
the whole world is faced with the Covid-19
pandemic that has ravaged many lives all
over the world, exposed many inequalities,
injustice and our broken humanity. We
commemorate the lives of refugees, and are
aware that the pandemic has added an extra
burden and challenge on their lives,” Arch-
bishop Tlhagale said.

“We would like to remind them that
Covid-19 knows no borders. We are all faced
with the same pandemic,” he added. 

“Our humanity and our religious belief
do not allow us not to share the little we
have with our neighbour in need. 

“As Catholic bishops, we are concerned
about their wellbeing and implore host
countries not to exclude them when re-
sponding to the socio-economic needs, es-
pecially of the vulnerable during this time,”
Archbishop Tlhagale said.

“We particularly ask the human family to
exercise the four verbs of Welcoming, Pro-
tecting, Promoting and Integrating them, as
we have been encouraged by Pope Francis,”
the statement said. 

Fr Rampe Hlobo SJ of the Jesuit Refugee
Service (JRS) in South Africa noted that ac-
cording to a report released last week by the
United Nations High Commissioner for 

Continued on page 3

Attending the installation of Archbishop Zolile Mpambani as head of Bloemfontein archdiocese
were (from left) Bishop Edward Risi of Keimoes-Upington, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale of Johan-
nesburg (archbishop of Bloemfontein from 1999 to 2003), outgoing Bloemfontein Archbishop
Jabulani Nxumalo, Archbishop Mpambani, Archbishop Dabula Mpako of Pretoria, Bishop Joe
Kizito of Aliwal North, and Bishop Peter Holiday of Kroonstad. Archbishop Mpambani had
served as bishop of Kokstad since 2013.
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New Bloem archbishop installed
BY ERIN CARELSE

ARCHBISHOP Zolile Peter Mpambani
has described his installation as the
seventh archbishop of Bloemfontein

as a solemn and intimate occasion. 
The installation of the 63-year-old arch-

bishop took place on June 19, the feast of
the Sacred Heart. This had special meaning
as the new archbishop is a priest of the Con-
gregation of the Sacred Heart, and the
cathedral in which he was installed is dedi-
cated to the Sacred Heart. 

The seventh archbishop of Bloemfontein
is the first who doesn’t belong to the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

In attendance were outgoing Archbishop
Bloemfontein Jabulani Nxumalo, Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale of Johannesburg, Arch-
bishop Dabula Mpako of Pretoria, Bishop
Joseph Kizito of Aliwal North, Bishop Ed-
ward Risi of Keimoes-Upington and Bishop
Peter Holiday of Kroonstad, as well as
priests, members of the archbishop’s family
and representatives of the Knights of Da
Gama among others. 

“The whole ceremony was intimate and

solemn, and everything was very well or-
ganised,” Archbishop Mpambani  told The
Southern Cross. 

“What was touching for me was the fact
that Archbishop Nxumalo himself took me
from where I was seated, to my seat at the
cathedral as a sign of handing over to me.” 

Another special occasion for the arch-
bishop was the whole ceremony of the
papal bull—from it being shown to the con-
sultors to its reading. 

Archbishop Thlagale, who headed the
archdiocese from 1999 to 2003, preached
the homily.

“What stood out for me especially, was
Archbishop Thlagale saying that our duty is
to help the poor to be able to help them-
selves, and that we as priests and bishops
are called to be servant-leaders,” Archbishop
Mpambani said.

The number of guests in attendance was
limited, in line with the regulations of no
more than 50 people being allowed per serv-
ice, and guests were required to wear face-
masks and maintain social distancing
protocols. 

Continued on page 2
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DiD you know that The Southern
Cross is entirely independent and
unsubsidised, surviving on rev-

enue from sales and advertising — and
the kind support of our readers?

The Southern Cross has survived for
nearly 100 years on strength of tight fi-
nancial management and the great sac-
rifices by its small, loyal staff.

But now the survival of our only na-
tional Catholic weekly is in great danger.
The closure of our churches in the na-
tional lockdown has robbed us of our
main source of income: sales at the
church door.

We have made the weekly edition
available for FREE on our website, going
online every Sunday at 11:00. That way,
all Catholics will have access to the
Catholic weekly.  Subscribers get their edi-
tion on Wednesdays, with premium con-
tent for the duration of the lockdown.

We are asking those who take up our
offer of the free newspaper to make a
donation, or to subscribe. An encourag-
ing number of people have already
done so. 

We remain positive that by God’s
grace we can survive this crisis. But that
also requires YOUR help.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
• Subscribe and encourage people to

subscribe to The Southern Cross. Go to
digital.scross.co.za/subscribe (or click
HERE) or subscriptions@scross.co.za

• if you run a business, advertising
in The Southern Cross is a great way of
supporting us. it could turn out to be a
great commercial decision, as many ad-
vertisers have found. Contact Yolanda at
advertising@scross.co.za

• Support our Associates’ Campaign
which helps us build up reserves and
undertake important outreach work.
Go to digital.scross.co.za/associates-

campaign for details (or click HERE) 
• Make an EFT contribution into the

account: The Southern Cross, Standard
Bank, Thibault Square Branch (Code
020909), Acc No: 276876016. Please e-
mail or fax payment details and your
name and contact details to
admin@scross.co.za or 021 465-3850.

• Make a contribution via Snapscan,
using the QR code on this page–a safe
and easy way to help The Southern Cross.

We depend on YOU to keep our na-
tional Catholic weekly alive. Thank you
for your generous help!

May God bless you and us all! 

How can you help The Southern Cross

Snap here to help us!

www.digital.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
www.digital.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
www.digital.scross.co.za/associates-campaign
http://www.digital.scross.co.za/subscribe
www.scross.co.za
www.scross.co.za
www.scross.co.za
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BY ERIN CARELSE

SALESIAN Life Choices in CapeTown is repeating its “30 Stories
in 30 Days” campaign, sharing

inspirational youth stories to honour
young people and their life struggles.
The campaign was originally

launched in 2014 and showcases
youth from the Cape Flats and their
courageous personal stories of tri-
umph which relate to the theme of
“Victim to Victor”.
One such story is that of Cleo

Daniels, 16, who learnt a valuable
life lesson after a sudden and vio-
lent death of a family member in
front of her house.
Cleo lives in the Parkwood

neighbourhood with her parents
and two elder siblings, a sister who
is 12 years older and a six-years-
older brother. She describes her
family life as always being emotion-
ally charged.
“We always had food, but my par-

ents often argued about money. My
father gambles and drinks a lot and
used to abuse my mother physically
and verbally. When I was small, my
brother and I used to run in the
room, and I would cry because I
could do nothing about it. It used to
make me feel very sad,” she said.

Beloved baby brother 
The arrival of her younger

brother was a blessing in her life.
“I was six years old and I did not

have friends because I spent my
days at home. My playmate was a
cat, so when my mom told me that
she was going to have a baby I got
so excited.
“At that time, I did not know

how babies were made, so every
time my mom returned home from
a clinic appointment I would run to

look inside her bag. I was convinced
that one day my baby brother
would be in there,” Cleo recalled.
She and her new brother Ezra

were very close. He became her best
friend:  “We loved each other and
we had fun together. In the mall, I
always needed to run after him be-
cause he couldn’t stand still. I used
to tell him, ‘When you grow up I’m
going to buy you a bicycle.’”

Fatal gang shooting
Violence was familiar to Cleo

since Parkwood is the scene of reg-
ular and violent gang fights.
“There’s a lot of shooting and

gang fights, Parkwood is a danger-
ous place. I would be standing out-
side and a whole gang would run
past to shoot other members of the
gang,” she explained.
Her parents insisted she stay in-

doors most of the time, to avoid
getting caught in the crossfire.
That all changed on a Sunday af-

ternoon in September when Cleo
was 13 years old.
“The neighbours were outside

and the music was playing. My sis-
ter was working and I was watching
TV inside. My mother was watching
in her room, and my father had
come home drunk earlier and he
was asleep. Ezra was seven years old
and he was playing soccer with his
friends and my older brother was
watching,” she said.
They didn’t hear the gunshot but

her older brother came running in-
side shouting: “Ezra got shot and he
is laying outside.”
For Cleo, that moment felt like a

dream. “We ran outside where every-
one was gathered on the road and I
saw him lying there in a pool of
blood—how could he have bled that
fast? I didn’t go close enough to see

if his eyes were open but my mother
said his eyes were open and she kept
his hand in hers, while he was taking
his last breath,” she recalled.
“I couldn’t go close. I was crying

and someone was hugging me.
They were scared I was going to
faint, I was shouting that he can’t
leave and that I need him. “
Cleo was taken inside the house

to drink sugar water before she
went into shock.
“My brother was inside the room

on his knees, crying and praying. I
also prayed to God to save him, I
said, ‘I will listen to you, I will do
anything, I will go to church, please
just let him live.’”
Outside, Ezra’s parents did not

leave his side.
“The ambulance came after a few

minutes. They were quick, but they
couldn’t save him. They covered him

with a white cover and they took pic-
tures because it was a crime scene.”
The next few days and weeks

were a blur for Cleo.
The bullet that hit Ezra was in-

tended for a gang member who was
in the road at the same time the lit-
tle boy was playing soccer. It was a
drive-by shooting.
A court case followed the shoot-

ing, and the perpetrators are all cur-
rently in prison.
Despite the pain of her loss, Cleo

has come to terms with her little
brother’s death.
“At first, I went to church so that

I could get to go to heaven to see
Ezra one day, but after going more
and more, it actually assisted me to
find peace. It helped me to cope
with the pain,” she said.
“As time went by, it didn’t hurt

me that much anymore. I am still sad

that I will never be able to buy him a
bike or see us growing up together,
but I know he is good in heaven, and
that makes me smile,” she said.
“I forgave the people who shot

Ezra, I didn’t want to hate them
for that. I do blame them for
killing my baby brother, but I
don’t have hate in my heart for
them. We are all sinners, so we
must forgive one another.”

Service to the poor
The Covid-19 pandemic sweep-

ing the world has thrown Cleo a
curveball like so many others.
“It’s really tough sometimes be-

cause you have to stay in the house
all day and you always have this fear,
like, ‘What if your family members
get it?’ I don’t have a fear for me, but
my family members go to work and
they go places,” she said.
“My mom and my dad are al-

ready old and my dad already had
problems with his heart and lungs
and stuff, so that’s hard for them.
I’m always worried about them, but
I do find comfort in my prayers. I
trust things will be okay.”
While the lockdown regulations

have been challenging, Cleo has
joined a community effort to hand
out sandwiches to those in need.
“What motivated me to help is

that every day I sit in the house and
I have nothing to do, and there are
people who don’t have food,” she
said.
“It’s nice to help others and to

see their joy when you are giving
them food. You can see the relief
that at least they have something to
eat tonight and food for their chil-
dren. It warms my heart when they
say thank you and smile. Their
smiles motivate me to continue vol-
unteering,” Cleo said.

Gutsy teen recovers through power of prayer

Catholic aftercare centre steps up for hungry children

Young Cleo Daniels of Parkwood in Cape Town is among those who
share their experiences in the Salesians’ “30 Stories in 30 Days” cam-
paign. Cleo, who has had to deal with tough circumstances and the death
of her baby brother in a gang shooting, is working to help others in her
community during the coronavirus pandemic.

Continued from page 1
refugees, more people than ever
before have been forcibly dis-
placed.
The report noted that the

number of forcibly displaced
persons has doubled in the past
decade as a result of persecution,
conflict, violence, human rights
violations or events seriously
disturbing public order. Almost
80 million people have now
been forced to leave their
homes. 
“These include refugees, asy-

lum-seekers who have left their
countries, and internally dis-
placed people who are still in
their native countries,” said Fr
Hlobo.
“Reacting to this unparalleled

level of displacement, the
UHCR’s Fillipo Grandi slated
what he labelled the conse-
quences of hypocrisy and indif-
ference that play out tragically

in the lives of the uprooted and
traumatised,” he noted.
Mr Grandi, the priest noted,

said that 1% of humanity now
lives in forced exile because of
this indifference. 
“It is this culture of indiffer-

ence that Pope Francis has on so
many occasions criticised, that
has led to the number of forced
exiles to double in the last ten
years,” Fr Hlobo said.
The SACBC statement noted

the destructive nature of armed
conflict in Africa.
“On this WRD we equally re-

mind ourselves of the endless
wars, persecutions and viola-
tions of human rights that have
forced many to leave their
homes and countries, in search
of protection and safety,” the
statement said.
The SACBC said that “the

loud guns that have been rever-
berating all over the continent

of Africa” and often robbing
children of their youth have
caused many of these ills.
The bishops’ conference joins

and supports the African Union
in its call to silence the guns in
Africa.
“These guns have done

enough damage to our conti-
nent, our people, and retarded
their development,” Archbishop
Tlhagale said.
“Unless there is stability and

peace in Africa, where justice
and respect for human rights
prevail, we cannot have devel-
opment and there will certainly
be no prosperity,” he noted.
“Consequently, people will

always be forced to leave their
homes in pursuit of protection
and a better life. We call on AU
member-states and the interna-
tional community to help in si-
lencing the guns in Africa,” the
archbishop said.

Church speaks out on refugees

STAFF REPORTER

WHEN a Catholic aftercare
centre in Cape Town’s Ma-
nenberg area planned its

tenth anniversary this year, nobody
could foresee that its function in
the coronoavirus crisis would be to
return to its initial aim: to feed hun-
gry children in this underdeveloped
community.
The Holy Family Child and

Youth Development Centre, widely
known as the Manenberg Aftercare
Centre, is situated on the property
of the Holy Family of Nazareth
church on 34 Manenberg Avenue.
It was established in 2010 by

then-parish priest Fr Wim Lindeque,
who still chairs the centre’s board,
with a couple of committed persons. 
“The aim was to help children

who did not receive their school

meals during the long winter school
holidays”, which had been ex-
tended due to the 2010 football
World Cup, said centre manager
Leslie Selbourne. 
“It soon became clear that there

was an urgent need to assist with the
mental and social development of
the children of Manenberg,” he ex-
plained. “Since then, ten years on,
the centre has become the longest-
running non-governmental child-
care programme in Manenberg.”
It provides desperately needed

support to about 150 children be-
tween the ages of 4 and 18 in what
Mr Selbourne described as “a caring,
stimulating and safe environment”.
Before the lockdown regulations

came into effect, the children par-
ticipated in various activities such
as music (including a guitar group),

sport, dancing, arts and crafts, and
reading. They also received a
healthy meal and fruit. 
During the normal school holi-

days, holiday programmes and regu-
lar excursions outside the
community complemented the pro-
gramme. Future plans include activ-
ities such as yoga, Learn-to-Swim (in
collaboration with the City of Cape
Town), and self-defence classes.  
Under normal circumstances the

centre operates from Mondays to
Thursdays between 15:00 and
17:00. “It is highly respected in the
community for its essential serv-
ice,” Mr Selbourne said.
The centre can’t operate under

normal circumstances due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, but it contin-
ues to care for the children of Ma-
nenberg by running a soup kitchen

three times a week. 
“This food programme reaches

about 230 children on average per
day of serving,” Mr Selbourne said.
“Many are looking forward to this
meal as it is for most of them the
only warm meal of the day.” 
Since the centre depends mostly

on donations to keep the food pro-
gramme going, it is appealing for
assistance, in kind or financial do-
nations, to continue with its min-
istry of feeding the hungry. 
n Donations may be made to: Bank
account: Holy Family Child and Youth
Development Centre; Standard Bank
(branch 051001); Account Number
242918379. For more information on
the centre see www.manenberg
centre.org, WhatsApp Leslie Sel-
bourne on 079 057-7064 or e-mail
manenbergcentre@hotmail.com 

During the Covid-19 crisis the Ma-
nenberg Aftercare Centre in Cape
Town has returned to its original
function of feeding hungry children.
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Dads get in the picture on Father’s Day

Covid-19 no bar to school’s refugee project
BY ERIN CARELSE

THE Three2Six Project has con-
tinued to operate from the
homes of children during the

Covid-19 pandemic.
The programme was founded in

2008 by Sacred Heart College in Ob-
servatory, Johannesburg, with an
intention of bridging the education
gap in children of refugees.

Sacred Heart Primary School prin-
cipal Mark Potterton said that earlier
this month, they were able to get all
the children’s textbooks home to
them, and teachers have continued
to use WhatsApp to guide them
through their work. “We also pro-
vided additional money for data for
teachers,” he noted.

Throughout the lockdown, the
project has offered food support to
families.”To date, we have been able
to channel R540000 worth of sup-
port. This has been made possible
by the generous support from mem-
bers of the public, religious organi-
sations and our regular donors,” Dr
Potterton said.

The Three2Six project is keen to
get back into classrooms again. To
that end, teachers have been
trained by Doctors Without Borders
on how to minimise the risk of
being infected by Covid-19.

Personal Protective Equipment
has been bought for the project and

plans are being made on how to
manage social distancing both on
transport and at school.

“We are very mindful not to put
children and teachers at risk and
have established the necessary pro-
tocols and procedures to mitigate
any risk,” Dr Potterton said.

“We must make sure that there is
social distancing when children
come to school and go home, as
well as when they are in the class-
room. We have agreed that we will
stagger the contact-days to achieve
this,” he said.

“We will also extend the teaching
day to help us catch up on the work
that has been missed. This is particu-
larly important for our Grade R
group and our Grade 1s. We are also
planning to have residential camps,
under strict Covid-19 protocols, later
in the year with our older children to
offer additional support,” Dr Potter-
ton explained.

He noted that worldwide re-
search shows there is considerable
psychological pressure caused by
lockdown conditions, as well as the
fear of catching an unknown virus.

“Children need debriefing and
counselling support, and we are ar-
ranging with our partner organisa-
tions to offer this support to our
children,” Dr Potterton said.

“We are very proud of what we
have achieved in difficult condi-

tions. Our teachers have gone the
extra mile to make sure that the
children are safe and doing well.
Teachers have been incredibly inno-
vative in the use of WhatsApp and
have stretched this medium to ca-
pacity,” he said.

“However, this is still a poor sub-
stitute for face-to-face teaching in a
classroom, particularly with second-
language children who are at the
start of learning new skills. We
know that it is imperative to get
back into the regular teaching and
learning cycle as soon as we can.”

One problem area has been that
not all parents have smartphones,
so some children did not always
participate in lessons.

“However, there are heartwarm-
ing stories about how parents have
shared phones to ensure their chil-
dren access WhatsApp lessons,” Dr
Potterton said.

At the same time, the Three2Six
Project has been disturbed by “the
regular reports from our families and
from other organisations working
with refugees explaining just how
refugees were excluded from govern-
ment emergency food aid”, he said.

“On the other hand, we have
been encouraged by the support we
have received from individuals and
from organisations in our country
to assist our children and their fam-
ilies,” Dr Potterton added.

The Three2Six project run by Sacred Heart College in Observatory, Jo-
hannesburg, to bridge the education gap for children of refugees has con-
tinued its work during lockdown, including providing R540 000 of food
support. The school is gearing up to start classroom teaching again with
protective measures.

AS it does on Mother’s Day, St Anthony’s parish
in Greyville, Durban, comes together very early
every year to prepare a Father’s Day breakfast

with bacon, eggs, and so on. This year, as with
Mother’s Day, this was not possible, due to ongoing
restrictions 

Straight after the parish created a Mother’s Day mes-
sage (as reported in The Southern Cross), parish priest Fr
Jose Alton dos Santos and parishioner Michelle Trout
started working on an idea to make Father’s Day special
this year.  

The result was a video titled “Celebrating Father’s
Day with Mary our Mother”.

Over the days leading up to Father’s Day, they got
men involved in making individual videos, holding their
rosaries, and collated photos of fathers who have passed
away.

Ms Trout then put it all together in a video posted on
St Anthony’s Facebook page (CLICK HERE) on Sunday.

Continued from page 1
Archbishop Mpambani, who is

the third successive bishop of Kok-
stad to become an archbishop—
after Cardinal Wilfrid Napier and
Archbishop William Slattery—will
be meeting with the vicar-general
in the coming days, to plan what
needs to happen next and arrange
meetings with all the priests in the
diocese. 

Born on February 20, 1957,
Archbishop Mpambani joined the
Sacred Heart congregation in 1982
and he studied at St Joseph’s Theo-
logical Institute in Cedara (then still
St Joseph’s Scholasticate). He was
ordained a priest on April 25, 1987.

After serving as pastor in differ-

ent parishes in Aliwal North, he was
appointed to the leadership of his
congregation in its central govern-
ment in Rome from 1998 to 2003.

Following his service at the gen-
eral administration of the Sacred
Heart congregation in Rome, Arch-
bishop Mpambani was appointed
from 2007-11 to its formation
house in Pietermaritzburg.

Thereafter he was assigned as
pastor of St Francis church in Ali-
wal.

Archbishop Mpambani was ap-
pointed provincial superior of the
Priests of the Sacred Heart in Febru-
ary 2013, but his term was cut short
within two months with his ap-
pointment as bishop of Kokstad.

New archbishop installed

St Anthony’s parish in Greyville, Durban, celebrated
Father’s Day with videos and photos of dads holding
their rosaries.

Fr Tony Daniels
OMI is seen with
those who assisted
in distribution of
Communion at the
“drive-through”
Mass on the
grounds of St
Charles parish in
Victory Park,
Johannesburg, on
Corpus Christi
Sunday.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/323795054360025/
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Vatican: Racism in 
any form is intolerable

Bishops won’t contest turning
Hagia Sophia into a mosque

St Junipero Serra statue is torn
down amid claims of racism

Pope Francis adds three titles to Litany of Loreto
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BY JONATHAN LUXMOORE  

CATHOLIC bishops in Turkey
pledged not to contest plans
to turn Istanbul’s ancient

Hagia Sophia cathedral that now
serves as a museum into a Muslim
place of worship.
In announcing their decision  the

bishops backed government claims
that the monument’s future is a
question of national sovereignty.
“We are a Church deprived of ju-

ridical status, so we cannot give any
advice on this country’s internal
questions,” the Turkish bishops’
conference said in a statement.
“Although we would wish Hagia

Sophia to retain its character as a
museum, it isn’t for us to intervene
or even give our opinion on a deci-
sion which solely concerns the Re-
public of Turkey,” the bishops said.
The statement came amid inter-

national protests against Turkish
government calls for the 6th-cen-
tury landmark to be converted into
a mosque. A plan for the conversion
is expected to be approved by
Turkey’s highest court on July 2.
The bishops said Hagia Sophia,

which Popes Paul VI, John Paul II,
Benedict XVI and Francis have vis-
ited, originated as “a church in com-
munion with Rome”, but became
Orthodox after the 1054 schism be-
tween Eastern and Western
Churches. It later served for nearly
five centuries as a mosque following
the Ottoman capture of Constan-
tinople, today’s Istanbul, in 1453.

However, the Orthodox Church
in neighbouring Greece rejected the
planned conversion, describing
Hagia Sophia as “a masterpiece of ar-
chitectural genius, globally
renowned as one of the preeminent
monuments of Christian civilisa-
tion”.
“Any change will provoke strong

protest and frustration among
Christians worldwide, as well as
harming Turkey itself,” the Church’s
governing synod said.
The cathedral, founded by Em-

peror Justinian I on the site of two
earlier churches, was the world’s
largest at its dedication in 537. It be-
came a museum in 1935 under
modern Turkey’s founder, Mustafa
Kemal Atatürk.
In May, Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan confirmed he hoped
to annul Atatürk’s decree and re-
open the monument to Muslim
worship. Abdulahmit Gül, Turkey’s
justice minister, told the Anadolu
news agency that the move was “a
matter of sovereignty” and reflected
the “common wish” of all citizens.
Meanwhile, Russia’s Orthodox

Church also called on Turkey to
maintain “open access to everyone”,
and warned that a change in Hagia
Sophia’s status would “violate fragile
inter-confessional balances”.
UNESCO, which declared Hagia

Sophia a World Heritage site in
1985, confirmed that a change in
the monument’s use would require
international consultation.—CNS

Hagia Sophia museum in Istanbul. The Catholic bishops in Turkey
pledged not to contest plans to turn the ancient cathedral that now serves
as a museum into a Muslim place of worship. (Photo: Umit Bektas,
Reuters/CNS)

BY CINDY WOODEN 

SPEAKING at a special United
Nations discussion about
racism and police brutality, a

Vatican official repeated Pope Fran-
cis’ recent remarks: “We cannot tol-
erate or turn a blind eye to racism
and exclusion in any form and yet
claim to defend the sacredness of
every human life.”
Speaking about demonstrations

in the US following the killing of
George Floyd by police, the pope
also said: “At the same time, we
have to recognise that violence is
self-destructive and self-defeating.
Nothing is gained by violence and
so much is lost.”
Archbishop Ivan Jurkovic, the

Vatican’s permanent observer to UN
agencies in Geneva, shared the
pope’s words as the UN Human
Rights Council held an “urgent de-
bate on current racially inspired
human rights violations, systemic
racism, police brutality against peo-
ple of African descent and violence
against peaceful protests”.
“Racial discrimination in all its

forms is absolutely intolerable,”
Archbishop Jurkovic told the meet-
ing. “All members of the human
family, made in the image and like-
ness of God, are equal in their in-
herent dignity, regardless of race,

nation, sex, origin, culture or reli-
gion. States are called to recognise,
defend and promote the fundamen-
tal human rights of each person.”
Michelle Bachelet, UN high com-

missioner for human rights, intro-
duced the discussion by noting that
“since the killing of George Floyd at
the hands of police in Minneapolis
last month, a wave of massive
protests has surged forward—not
only across every state in the US,
but also in dozens of countries in
Europe and all around the world”.
Mr Floyd’s death, an “act of gra-

tuitous brutality”, she said, “has

come to symbolise the systemic
racism that harms millions of peo-
ple of African descent—causing per-
vasive, daily, lifelong, generational
and too often, lethal harm”.
The killing of Mr Floyd, an

African American, at the hands of a
white officer, Ms Bachelet said, “has
become emblematic of the exces-
sive use of disproportionate force by
law enforcement against people of
African descent, against people of
colour and against indigenous peo-
ples and racial and ethnic minori-
ties in many countries across the
globe”.
While denouncing the violence

associated with some of the protests
and decrying “the excessive use of
force against protesters by police” in
some instances, she urged govern-
ments around the world to use the
occasion to enact reforms in police
use-of-force policies and to promote
efforts to end racism and inequality
in their societies.
“We need schools and universi-

ties that are free of bias; economies
that give truly equal opportunities
and fair treatment to all; political
institutions that are more respon-
sive and inclusive; justice systems
which are truly just,” she said.
“Time is of the essence,” Ms

Bachelet said. “Patience has run
out.”—CNS

Best friends Megan Wright and Jui-
enne Brown are seen as protesters
rally around the statue of Confed-
erate General Robert E Lee in
Richmond, Virginia. (Photo: Jay
Paul, Reuters/CNS)

ASTATUE of Catholic missionary
St Junipero Serra was toppled
in a San Francisco park, along

with statues of Francis Scott Key,
who wrote the lyrics for the US na-
tional anthem, and former US Presi-
dent Ulysses S Grant.
The statues were torn down Fri-

day evening in Golden Gate Park, by
a group of about 100 people.
During the 18th century, the saint

founded nine Catholic missions in
the area that would later become
California; many of those missions
would go on to become the centres
of major California cities.
St Junipero helped to convert

thousands of native Californians to
Christianity and taught them new
agricultural technologies. 
Critics have lambasted St Junipero

as a symbol of European colonialism

and said the missions engaged in the
forced labour of Native Americans,
sometimes claiming St Junipero him-
self was abusive.
But his defenders say that St Ju-

nipero was actually an advocate for
native people and a champion of
human rights. They note the many
native people he helped during his

life, and their outpouring of grief at
his death.
Biographers note that St Junipero

frequently intervened for native peo-
ple when they faced persecution
from Spanish authorities.  
Pope Francis canonised the Fran-

ciscan missionary in Washington on
September 23, 2015.
“Junípero sought to defend the

dignity of the native community, to
protect it from those who had mis-
treated and abused it,” the pope said
in his homily at the Mass of canoni-
sation. “Mistreatment and wrongs
which today still trouble us, espe-
cially because of the hurt which they
cause in the lives of many people.”
In 2018, San Francisco’s city gov-

ernment removed a statue of the
saint from a prominent location out-
side City Hall.—CNA

Statue of St Junipero Serra in
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco.
(Photo: Scupperssf/wikimedia)

POPE Francis has approved the inclu-
sion of three additional invocations
in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin

Mary, also called the Litany of Loreto.
In a letter to the presidents of bishops’

conferences, Cardinal Robert Sarah, pre-
fect of the Congregation for the Divine
Liturgy and the Discipline of the Sacra-
ments, said the invocations Mater miseri-
cordiae, “Mother of mercy”, Mater spei,
“Mother of hope” and Solacium mi-
grantium “Comfort of migrants” should be
inserted in the Marian litany.
“The titles and invocations which

Christian piety has reserved for the Virgin
Mary over the course of the centuries, as
the privileged and sure way to an en-
counter with Christ, are innumerable,”

Cardinal Sarah wrote.
“Even in this present moment which is

marked by feelings of uncertainty and
trepidation, devout recourse to her, which
is full of affection and trust, is deeply felt
by the People of God,” the cardinal said.
He said Pope Francis welcomed peo-

ple’s desire to include these invocations in
the formulary of the litany.
The Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

also known as the Litany of Loreto, has
been an approved prayer for the interces-
sion of Mary by the Church since the late
16th century.
It consists of the recitation of formal

and informal titles of Mary, followed by
the request to Mary to “pray for us”.
“The Church which walks along the

pathways of history as a pilgrim towards
the heavenly Jerusalem and enjoys insep-
arable communion with Christ her
Spouse and Saviour, entrusts herself to her
who believed in the word of the Lord,"
Cardinal Sarah said.
“We know from the Gospel that the

disciples of Jesus had in fact learned from
the very beginning to praise her as
‘blessed amongst women’ and to count
on her maternal intercession,” he wrote.
In his letter, the cardinal noted where

each invocation should be added, using
the Latin formulations. Mater misericordiae
should be placed after Mater Ecclesiae.
Mater spei should follow Mater divinae gra-
tiae, and Solacium migrantium should fol-
low Refugium peccatorum.—CNA
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‘Lockdown exacerbates
risk of abuse of minors’

Nun killed in Satanic ritual declared a martyr

Priest has asteroid named in his honour

Are you interested to know
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Look no further!
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illness, educating and instructing young people in regular 
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Bro Thulani Mdhlulu 063 593-1335

maristellamdhluli@gmail.com 

Brothers of Charity

Frail/assisted care in shared or 
single rooms.

Independent care in single/double
rooms with en-suite bathrooms.
Rates include meals, laundry and 
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Day Care and short stay facilities 

also available.

Retirement Home,
Rivonia,
Johannesburg
Tel:011 803 1451
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POPE Francis has declared
that Sr Maria Laura
Mainetti, an Italian reli-

gious Sister killed by three
teenage girls in a Satanic sacri-
fice, was a martyr for the
Catholic faith.
The 60-year-old Sister of the

Cross was stabbed to death in
2000 by three teenage girls in a
park in Chiavenna, Italy.
Sr Mainetti’s killers were

convicted and imprisoned.
The girls knew the religious

Sister because she had taught
them catechism. They lured her
to the park by claiming that
one of them needed to talk, be-
cause she had been raped and
was pregnant and considering
an abortion.
The three girls originally

said the murder was “for a
game”, but later admitted they

killed her as a demonic ritual.
On the evening of June 6,

2000, the girls made Sr Mainetti
kneel and shouted abuse at her.
One girl beat the nun with a
brick and another pushed her
head repeatedly into a wall.
They took turns stabbing Sr

Mainetti 19 times with a
kitchen knife. They had, ac-

cording to Italian media re-
ports, intended to stab her 18
times, six times each, to form
the number 666.
Sr Mainetti prayed through-

out the attack and asked God to
forgive the girls for their ac-
tions.
Her last words, according to

some accounts of her death,
were: “Lord, forgive them.”
Sr Mainetti was the superior

of the Sisters of the Cross con-
vent in Chiavenna, which was
devoted to helping juvenile
delinquents. The girls who
killed her, however, had no
prior history of crime or vio-
lence.
The killers have since been

freed from prison, and have
started families—changing
their names and moving to
large Italian cities.—CNA

Sr Maria Mainetti, who was
killed by Satanists.

BY JONATHAN LUXMOORE  

CARLO Acutis, a London-born
Italian teenager who used his
computer skills to foster devo-

tion to the Eucharist and will be be-
atified on October 10, offers a model
of sanctity for Christians in a new era
of lockdowns, a British Catholic who
lived with his family said.
“What’s struck me most is the ex-

ceptional simplicity of his formula
for becoming a saint: attending Mass
and reciting the rosary daily, confess-
ing weekly, and praying before the
Blessed Sacrament,” said Anna John-
stone, a professional singer and long-
time friend of the teen’s family.
“At a time when new lockdowns

could separate us from the sacra-
ments, he’d encourage people to see
the rosary as their domestic Church
and find shelter in the heart of the
Virgin Mary,” Ms Johnstone said.
Carlo, who died of leukaemia in

2006 at age 15, will be beatified in

the basilica of St Francis of Assisi in
Assisi, Italy. The teenager developed
a database and website that chroni-
cles worldwide eucharistic miracles.
Ms Johnstone said Carlo was con-

vinced “good could be achieved
through the internet”. She said
Catholics worldwide had found the
information he disseminated “mas-
sively affirming” during the global
coronavirus pandemic.
“He would urge young people

today to avoid bad aspects of social
media and fake news, and to go to
confession if they fell prey to it,” said
Ms Johnstone, a Cambridge Univer-
sity theology graduate who also
acted as governess to Carlo’s twin sib-
lings, born four years to the day after
his death.
“But he would also show how the

power of the lay life rests in simple,
regular devotions. If we’re forced to
stay home, with churches closed, we
can still find spiritual harbour in Our
Lady,” she said.—CNS

Saintly teen is a model for us all

JESUIT Father Chris Corbally, astellar astronomer at the Vati-
can Observatory, has had his

name attached to a rocky body in
the asteroid belt that orbits the sun
in slightly less than four years.
The honour was a surprise, Fr

Corbally said.
“I’m not a kind of an asteroid

guy” like some of his colleagues at
the observatory, he said. “For me it
came a as complete surprise. That’s
why it’s kind of nice.”
The particular asteroid, desig-

nated 119248 Corbally, is about
1,6km across in size. It was discov-
ered on September 10, 2001, by Roy
Tucker, a recently retired senior en-
gineer from the Imaging Technol-

ogy Laboratory at the University of
Arizona.
Naming an asteroid requires ap-

proval from a committee of the In-
ternational Astronomical Union
(IAU). Once named, a short citation
about the person being honoured is
published in a circular from the
IAU’s Minor Planet Centre.
Born in London, Fr Corbally, 74,

has been on the Vatican Observa-
tory staff since 1983. He joined the
observatory after completing a doc-
torate in astronomy from the Uni-
versity of Toronto. He was vice-
director of the Vatican Observatory
Research Group until 2012.
Research by the Vatican Observa-

tory has turned up at least 10 aster-
oids named for Jesuits, including St
Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the
Society of Jesus.—CNS

Fr Chris Corbally, an astronomer
with the Vatican Observatory, is the
11th Jesuit to have an asteroid
named after him. (Photo: Nancy
Wiechec/CNS)

BY CAROL GLATZ 

THE increased screen time and
isolation due to quarantine
measures or restrictions during

the Covid-19 pandemic have put
vulnerable minors at greater risk of
grooming and abuse online, a Jesuit
safeguarding expert said.
Almost every nation that has had

lockdowns or other restrictions has
had similar consequences in which
young people are spending a lot
more time at home, “alone, online
with no supervision or being
checked on”, said Jesuit Father Hans
Zollner, a member of the Pontifical
Commission for the Protection of
Minors.
With increased screen time and so

many options available for interact-
ing online with others, “porno-
graphic material also becomes more
accessible” to predators and to chil-
dren who have no limits on what

they can access and no guidance on
what they should do to protect
themselves from people contacting
them online, he said.
“We have to educate about pro-

tecting the dignity and respect of
vulnerable people, especially young
people,” the priest said.
Fr Zollner, who is also a professor

of psychology and president of the
Centre for Child Protection at the
Pontifical Gregorian University in
Rome, spoke to Vatican News about
his presentation for a “Safeguarding
Webinar Series” the same day.
Fr Zollner’s talk focused on “safe-

guarding online in times of lock-
down” and highlighted the kinds of
risks facing minors online.
The FBI estimates that “at any one

time, as many as 750000 child pred-
ators are online over the internet
seeking children to abuse online”,
his slideshow presentation said, and
“two-thirds of the world’s countries

have no specific laws to combat on-
line grooming of children for sex ex-
ploitation”.
Fr Zollner said that police agencies

worldwide were warning that perpe-
trators have been using the lock-
down to target children.
Some examples of how drastic the

increase has been during the pan-
demic, he said, can be seen in Aus-
tralia where downloading of images
of abuse shot up by 86% in the three
weeks after March 21.
Offenders may be more likely to

act on their impulses because of the
isolation during lockdown, and their
inability to travel makes them more
likely to turn to abuse livestreamed
or distributed online, Fr Zollner said
in his presentation.
Restrictions during the pandemic

also mean places—like schools—or
social services for reporting abuse or
harassment have been disrupted or
reduced, he said.—CNS

Children wearing protective masks look out the window of their home in
Sanaa, Yemen, during the Covid-19 pandemic.
CAFOD and other humanitarian agencies warn that Yemen’s healthcare
system, already ravaged by five years of civil war, is collapsing, while its
people risk famine as the Arabian Peninsula’s poorest country struggles
with the coronavirus pandemic.
The UN said nearly 80% of Yemenis need aid because millions are home-
less, malnourished, or have cholera and dengue fever. (Photo: Khaled Ab-
dullah, Reuters/CNS) 

BY CINDY WOODEN 

RETIRED Pope Benedict XVI
returned to the Vatican five
days after flying to Ger-

many to spend time with his ail-
ing, 96-year-old brother.
During his last morning in

Regensburg, the 93-year-old re-
tired pope visited his brother,
Mgr Georg Ratzinger, one last
time before being driven to the
airport in Munich. Mgr Ratzinger
was director of the renowned Re-
gensburg boys’ choir from 1964-
94, when he retired.
Markus Soder, minister-presi-

dent of Bavaria, was at the air-
port to say farewell to the retired
pope, who was flown to Ger-

many aboard an Italian air force
jet.
Mr Soder tweeted two photo-

graphs and said saying farewell
was emotional: “We are very
proud of our Bavarian pope.”
In addition to celebrating

Mass each day with his older
brother and visiting him every
morning and evening, Pope
Benedict also used his visit home
as an opportunity to pray at the
graveside of his father, mother
and sister, Maria, who had run
his household in Rome when he
was a cardinal. She died in Ger-
many in 1991.
Pope Benedict and Mgr

Ratzinger were ordained to the

priesthood together in 1951 and
have always been close.
While his brother was pope

and even after he stepped down
from the papacy, Mgr Ratzinger
would come to the Vatican to
spend Christmas and a summer
holiday with his brother.
When the retired pope ar-

rived in Germany, the diocese of
Regensburg issued a statement
asking the public to respect his
privacy and that of his brother,
who was not well.
“It may be the last time that

the two brothers, Georg and
Joseph Ratzinger, see each other
in this world,” the diocesan
statement said.—CNS

Pope Benedict returns to Vatican 
after visiting ill brother in Germany

www.lourdeshouse.org


We owe Jews a
debt of gratitude
MULLING over the changes the

lockdown has brought into
our lives, a friend and I lamented
not being able to attend weekday
Mass.  
A mental picture of the taberna-

cle and its warm red light re-
minded me how much the Jewish
people miss their Holiest of Holies
since the destruction of the Tem-
ple in AD 79.
One can only marvel at the

tenacity the Jews have displayed
down the centuries. Persecuted, re-
viled, hunted, pogrommed, denied
tertiary education (at least in Rus-
sia).
Yet the world owes a tremen-

dous debt of gratitude to the Jews
for advances in science, medicine,
education and many other
branches of learning.
Truly God has not abandoned

his Chosen People.
SABC 2 carries a programme on

Jewish life called Simcha at 11:00
on Sundays: well worth watching. 

Adrian Kettle, Cape Town

Napier critique
on race alone
IN his letter JG Goossens (June10) suggests that my critique of
Cardinal Wilfrid Napier’s racially
divisive comment in a letter has
something to do with my views on
homosexuality, which the cardinal
does not share. That is an absurd
claim to make.
My complaint about the cardi-

nal’s letter is based on what he ac-
tually wrote, which would be
offensive if it came from anyone.
In his letter of April 27, Cardinal
Napier claimed that the leadership
of We Are All Church SA is white,

and then concluded as follows:
“I grew up under apartheid, and

all that apartheid entailed, and I
am certainly not going to preside
over its reintroduction under
whatever guise that might be!”
To my understanding, in that

paragraph the cardinal said he
doesn’t want to listen to people of
a particular race group because
they are white. He even men-
tioned apartheid to make that
point. Is it not fair to interpret
these words as racially divisive?
In my response, I wrote: “Aren’t

we supposed to be past such
racially divisive rhetoric? Also,
isn’t a bishop there to serve all
Catholics, and also to listen to
them, regardless of their colour or
opinions?”
What does homosexuality have

to do with it, as Dr Goossens
avers?
I must admit that the cardinal’s

explanation of that paragraph in
his follow-up letter didn’t make
sense to me, but at least he apolo-
gised for bringing race into it.

Paul Collins, Johannesburg

Heaven for Battle
of Britain pilot
PERHAPS the greatest mysteryfor us is what happens if we ac-
tually make it to heaven.
The subjects of purgatory and

hell have been well-documented
over the centuries but heaven...
eternal life...it’s a bit vague. Sitting
on a cloud with a harp is an un-
bearable image, singing for 10 000
years might be a bit much too. 
Recently, a chap called Maurice

Mounsdon died, he was 101 and
was one of the “last of the few”, a
former pilot in the Battle of
Britain.
Most of his mates from those

days would have been dead for 80
years by now. It reminded me of a
favourite image of the hereafter,
which is from the end of the
movie Titanic. 
In the film, as the old lady

breathed her last, she was trans-
ported down below the waves to
the ancient wreck.
As her spirit glided along its

decks, they were once again
flooded with light. The rust and
decay gave way to complete
restoration of every detail. As she
made her entrance and went up
the grand staircase, all her ac-
quaintances smiled and applauded
as she was reunited with her
beloved. A grand reunion, all
things made new, nothing lost,
and she was young again without
infirmity. 
I think Maurice must have had

a similar journey, as his guardian
angel led him to have his debrief-
ing with the Lord; I can well imag-
ine the rest of the “Firebirds” (56
Squadron RAF) on hand to wel-
come him home and if there’s a
soundtrack it must have been a
Merlin engine’s roar!
Nothing is lost in death, all

things are made new, and what is
important to us now, what we
have loved in life, is still a part of
us; it’s just perfected by then.
We will see deceased loved ones

again!
Stephen Clark,

Manila, Philippines
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THIS is the second time that I
am moved to express my grati-

tude to and appreciation for The
Southern Cross—especially for your
efforts to keep readers informed
during the Covid-19 pandemic.
I value the publication for offer-

ing a broad tableau of Catholic life
lived, practised and celebrated in
the countries comprising its out-
reach community.
It certainly supports the mis-

sion of publishing uplifting stories
and special interviews, as well as
doctrinal clarifications, that nur-
ture the shared pilgrimage of its
readership.
The series on the Marian

shrines stands out for the way it
has expanded the map of special

places relating to apparitions and
interactions with the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. It was so heartwarming
to discover that such shrines exist
in South Africa.
The photographs and inter-

views of young people affirm their
pride in participating in spiritual
activities that are establishing
roots to grow their faith to full ma-
turity.
I see them as signs of the

Church moving forward in the
footsteps of Jesus and his disciples.
This section has so much potential
for a wider focus.
I must also note the inspiring

portraits of vibrant parishes and
the difference they make in build-
ing connections and community

spirit.
For those of us who can name a

special priest or nun who took us
on pathways that brought God
closer, there is only gratitude and
admiration for articles on their
lives full of sacrifice, devotion and
courage.
I read, too, of political chal-

lenges that have to be reconciled
to Christian resolution. Pope Fran-
cis offers commentary and enthu-
siasm for finding our way to God
in these sad and distressing times.
To the staff, contributors and

organisers as The Southern Cross
nears its centenary jubilee, my
thanks and best wishes for a splen-
did celebration.

Denise Doz, Calgary, Canada

May SC enjoy a splendid centenary jubilee!Editor: Günther Simmermacher

Firm up prayer life
OUR need and duty to pray

to God, and our endeav-
ours to do his will faith-

fully, have had many expressions
in the history of the Church. In-
deed, it began when the earliest
Christians met to praise our Lord
and to break bread together.
In time, certain patterns of

prayer were established conven-
tionally, such as liturgical worship,
acts of penance, pilgrimages, par-
ticular devotions to the Eucharist
and the Sacred Heart, the Rosary,
prayers to the saints and many
more.
All of these have one focus: to

experience intimacy with Jesus
Christ who is the source and ful-
filment of our lives, and to
cleanse our souls of their unwor-
thiness in the divine presence.
The great monastic movements

of the early centuries witnessed
the saintliness of intensely prayer-
ful men and women such as Bene-
dict of Nursia, Bernard of
Clairvaux, John of the Cross,
Teresa of Avila, and their followers.
Then came the movements led

by Ignatius of Loyola and Francis
de Sales, all of which had a strong
impact on the spiritual lives of
everyday men and women.
In our age, spiritual retreats,

centring prayer, Bible study
groups, pilgrimages and so on
provide us with the opportunity
to deepen our consciousness and
love of the ever-present God.
We have been urged to en-

counter God in silence. Retreats
in particular create ways of si-
lence which, if we allow them,
are for most of us impossible to
attain in our daily lives.
Even our attempts at relaxing

are often disturbed by cell-
phones, social media, television
and so on—or by our concern
about what we might be missing
when we do not answer the cell-
phone, check our Facebook or
switch on the TV.
We might also be disturbed by

worries about work, family or
bills.
Amid the din of modern life,

many of us find it difficult to
hear God.
It is good to get away from

these distractions, if we can, to
refuel the spiritual tank by mak-
ing space and time for God.
Being alone with God, a time

to talk to him and listen to him,
can bring us great inner peace
and spur us to greater holiness.
And personal holiness attracts

others. Indeed, successive popes
have called on Catholics to be

public models of holiness, ad-
dressing especially the youth.
This is underpinned by our

prayer life.
Even Christian critics of our

faith may find little amiss in the
great example of prayer given by
modern saints such as Padre Pio
and Mother Teresa.
Over many centuries, the

Church has amassed an immense
volume of literature on prayer
and its necessity.
But ignorance of this spiritual

treasury prompts people to find
novel ways to meet their need to
express the longing of their souls
for God, such as in the New Age
movement, in curiosity about the
customary rituals of the East, and
the assortment of Evangelical and
Pentecostal Churches.
Obtaining the “power tools”

of spirituality may require invest-
ments, in time and funds, that
are beyond the reach of many
Catholics.
However, parish missions,

parish prayer groups and involve-
ment in devotional or prayer
movements—when that becomes
a possibility again—require no in-
vestment other than time.
In these times of lockdowns

and restrictions due to the coro-
navirus, several such options are
freely available on the Internet.
The free time created by these

restrictions can be put to good
purpose in firming up our spiri-
tual life.
The act of praying has no

price tag and its rewards are im-
mense.
Traditionally, growth in prayer

has been called growth towards
perfection, and it has three
stages, known as the purgative
way for beginners, the illumina-
tive way for the devout, and the
unitive way for those well-ad-
vanced in contemplation.
Those on the purgative way

strive to rid themselves of the ob-
stacles to perfection by training
the mind and will to struggle
against sin and temptation.
Those on the illuminative way

train their minds and wills in per-
sistent prayer and the practice of
the virtues.
The unitive way is the path of

the contemplative who lives in
habitual and trusting union with
God.
Not all may reach the heights

of perfection, but none should
fail in our Christian call to take
the first proactive step along the
path, and leave the rest to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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CASA SERENA
The retirement home

with the Italian flair. 

7A Marais Road, 

Bedfordview, Jhb.

Provides full board

and  lodging, medical

services and transport.

Senior  citizens wishing

to retire in this beautiful

Home, please phone

011 284 2917
www.casaserena.co.za 
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A CARMELITE nun once said that
prayer is the lifting of the soul to the
dwelling place of God. 

Well, truth be told, I have never met a
Carmelite nun, but I imagine that’s what
she’d say and I’m certain some holy per-
son has said it. 

If my false sense of piety disappoints
you, it is because, like most people, instead
of using this time to “let go and let God”, I
have been masterfully distracting myself. 

The number of excuses that I can come
up with for not doing the things I ought
to do is astounding. It seems I’m too busy
to read Scripture, or to pray the Rosary...
the list goes on. But what is prayer and
why do we need it?

When I was younger, I watched car-
toons and movies where the characters
would stare out of their windows at night
and wait for a shooting star. When it flew
past their window, they would close their
eyes and hold their breath and, you
guessed it, make a wish. 

The following morning they would be
greeted by a shining bicycle or a yo-yo or
whatever it is kids play with. 

I’m not sure where the practice came
from and why the heavy burden of our
biggest dreams is laid upon a meteor pass-
ing through our solar system. All I know
is that the fog that hangs over this deeply
flawed practice can sometimes move over
into the spiritual life. 

When disappointment inevitably
comes, it is easy to shift the blame to ex-
ternal forces, like the shooting star, thereby

removing any sense of accountability.
Prayer is a tricky thing. In our modern

world it walks the tightrope of faith
against the winds of superstition.

An abundance of devotions 
The Catholic faith is abundant in what

appears to be a registry of litanies, novenas
and chaplets. Some I have adopted with
great fervour, like the chaplet of Divine
Mercy and the novena to the Holy Spirit.
Other devotions I have thrown into the
bucket of scepticism. 

The latter occurs when they arrive at
the doorstep of the several WhatsApp
groups I am in. The instructions of these
messages usually go something like this:
“Pray this now...pass this message to ten
other people...if you don’t you will perish

in hell!” Comforting isn’t it? 
Such messages frustrate me as they take

prayers passed down from the saints, and
twist them into threats of damnation
through compulsion and blatant guilt-trip-
ping. Those who feel the need to litter the
Catholic digital world with cheap chain
mail, I beg of you, cease and desist.

Does this mean we should abandon all
attempts to come together (virtually) and
pray? Certainly not. It is as important now
as it was in the past to unite our hearts in
praise, thanksgiving, intercession and sup-
plication. 

All can be done with the many beauti-
ful prayers found in prayer books. 

When we don’t know how to pray, we
can ask the Holy Spirit to guide us: “The
Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do
not know how to pray as we ought, but
the Spirit himself intercedes with sighs too
deep for words” (Rom 8:26). 

I stress this last point lest we should fall
into laziness brought on by disengaged
“script reading” of prayer books.

The question remains: what is prayer?
The Catechism explains it by referring to
the Church Fathers who say that “prayer
is remembrance of God often awakened by
the memory of the heart”. 

And so in this time of waiting and won-
dering and wailing from the daggers in our
hearts, let us remember God.
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Chris Chatteris SJ
Pray with the Pope

The great value of 
family connections
Universal Intention: That today’s families may be
accompanied with love, respect and guidance. 

AS a great-uncle, I watch the progress of my
nephew and niece’s families with interest and
a measure of awe. 

I note the immense commitment, dedication
and energy required to bring up young children. On
one occasion I was moved to say to a niece that I
thought parenthood was a vocation. 

The families I am talking about would be de-
scribed as “nuclear”; in other words, they live in a
house physically separate from the extended family.
Some nuclear families have very little face-to-face
contact with the extended family except through
social media, such is the extent to which families
have been “globalised” today. 

The notion of “nuclear” is supposed to highlight
the independence of the basic family unity. It is like
a previous understanding of the nuclear structure
in which we imagine nuclear particles running
around independently of each other. 

More recent science, particularly quantum
physics, has shown that it’s not like that at all.
Atomic particles are, like all of reality, connected to
other particles, and they are ultimately connected
to everything else. 

In this quantum and systems view of reality, the
central characteristic of creation is its interconnect-
edness. This connectedness is not static, indeed it is
more like a great cosmic dance in which things are
constantly in motion but always linked in breath-
takingly creative ways. 

The extraordinary result of this vast cosmic cho-
reography is that the whole is much more than the
parts. The Amazon forest is a greater and more mag-
nificent phenomenon than its individual trees.

Being connected is the key
This more modern understanding of “nuclear”

enriches that concept of the nuclear family. Indeed,
it makes it unrecognisable. A certain measure of in-
dependence is important, but being connected is
what it’s really all about—and being connected is
healthier, safer and more satisfying.

Hence it is important for nuclear families to have
the necessary connections with the extended family
as well as with friends, colleagues and acquain-
tances. This seems to me—speaking as a complete
amateur of course—why the first need of a family,
especially a young one, is to feel connected. 

For example, a young mother looking after her
firstborn needs the support and advice of an older,
more experienced mother to reassure her that she’s
getting things right. There are many books on par-
enting these days, but there’s no substitute for wise
advice from a real person.

My nephew and niece are blessed to have a full
deck of grandparents, all of whom are in South
Africa. They also have a good spread of siblings
which makes for myriad uncles and aunties for their
children, which is great for their socialisation. As
more children arrive, this makes for a network of
cousins among the younger generation. 

We are social animals, not self-sufficient individ-
uals. The family network is where we grow and
learn. People who subscribe to the theory of the
sovereign individual should ask themselves who
changed their nappies and brought them through
the dangers and challenges of childhood to the rel-
ative security and independence of adulthood. 

It is simply and obviously not good for us to be
alone. The Covid-19 pandemic is teaching us this
again through the pain of separation.

Of course, many families do not fit the almost
idyllic description I have just given. The symbols we
use for families usually have figures representing the
father, the mother, and two or three children.

In South Africa and elsewhere, that symbolic rep-
resentation does not tally with the reality of single
parenthood, migrant labour, dire poverty and all
the other forces which contrive to cause traditional
family structures to break down.  

With such a high proportion of “non-tradi-
tional” families in our society we, as the Church,
will have to work hard and with much imagination
and prayer to accompany with love, respect and
guidance, all our families.

The 
nuclear
family is
more 
inter-
connected
than we
may think.
(Photo:
Sandy 
Millar/ 
Unsplash)

Say a little prayer...

“Prayer is a tricky thing. In our modern
world it walks the tightrope of faith
against the winds of superstition,”
writes Nthabiseng Maphisa.

CONSIDER these statements: “Peo-
ple don’t come to Church only be-
cause what you do is good; they

will also come because it must be good
for them.” 

And: “As a Church in this region, we
are not making an impact, both on the
people we serve and in society.

“Society changed and the Church
needed to respond to those changing
needs differently and effectively.”

These quotes are by Bishop Sithembele
Sipuka of Mthatha, the president of the
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference (SACBC).

Over the past several months there
have been a number of interactions and
engagements, through various Church fo-
rums, on the future of the Church.  

For many, it started with the Divine
Renovation conference in August 2018.
In 2019, after much discussion, debate
and the conference in September, the Jo-
hannesburg archdiocese published its
Synod 2019 document. In January this
year, the SACBC launched the Pastoral
Plan. During this time, some parishes
might have also started their own initia-
tives.  

When one looks at the feedback and
listens to the leadership of the Church,
you will note that, to a large extent, it
meets the needs of the faithful at a phys-
ical and mental level—it provides an es-
sential service. Some may say that’s what
people want.  

Not so. There is a cry for the leadership
(clergy and laity) of the Church to move
beyond that glass ceiling, so that there
would be, in addition, an emotional and
spiritual connection between the Church
and the people it serves.  

People are also looking to strengthen
their emotional being by connecting
more deeply to their spiritual wellbeing.
It is about building their self-esteem and
confidence in their Christian faith. 

It appears that the faithful are prepared
to push the boundaries—but they need
help, guidance and support.  

For the Church, it is the opportunity to
guide its people towards the calling for re-
newal—the calling for missionary disci-
pleship.  

We  can do so by creating a conducive
learning environment, where everyone is
empowered to extend their sense of Chris-
tian identity, not only by becoming stew-
ards within the Church but also within
society, contributing positively to the en-
vironment.  

In so doing, the Church can create
more meaning in people’s lives as it con-
nects in a real sense to where people are,
and allow them to find fulfilment in mak-
ing a difference in themselves and others,
by being of service.  

In essence, it’s a “new way of evangeli-
sation” by showing up and reaching out
rather than remaining “in isolation and
comfort”. 

Radical shift by leadership
This means a radical shift at a leader-

ship level, in moving the Church from an
essential service to a service that is built
on values-based principles and applica-
tion.

This is a culture that will shape the
Church, by adopting and applying a clear
set of foundational ground rules that will
steer the leadership and the faithful in
working together towards the Church’s
desired future.  

Values are guiding principles embodied
in relationships and will apply in deci-
sion-making, actions and a sense of com-
munity.  

In a values-driven culture, there is a
close alignment between personal values
and those of the Church, creating a uni-
fied and motivated community serving
God, society and the environment (see
the illustration).

As a Christian community, we should
automatically be values-driven. The Bible
is our values-driven guide book.  

The critical issue is whether these val-
ues are conscious, exposed, shared and
lived—or do they remain undercover, un-
conscious and undiscussed—which is re-
flected in our day-to-day relationships
and behaviour.  

It is about “walking the talk” with val-
ues being the “talk” and behaviour being
the “walk”.

When values are defined, understood,
applied and lived, the culture is defined
by the personality (or personalities) of the
leadership. And if the personality of the
leadership is stuck at the lower levels of
consciousness, then the Church will re-
main serving people at the lower order of
needs.  

Interestingly, none of the documents
at hand talk about leadership effective-
ness or cultural shifts or supporting
change capacity. It is now critical for the
leadership to set the example by building
capabilities and the agility to not only re-
spond to change but to be responsive to
change.  

When the time comes to review the
new Pastoral Plan, we cannot have a re-
peat of the concerns expressed above by
Bishop Sipuka.  

“Being Church” means becoming re-
sponsive!
n Dennis Jackson is an internationally certi-
fied and accredited integral coach, and man-
aging member of Nirvana Consulting.

The Church must be values-driven
Dennis
Jackson

Point of Debate
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The Mass of the possessed daughter

IN every diocese in South Africatoday, tucked away deep in the
underbelly, far from the dioce-

san authorities, lies an upsurge in
what the common man and
woman call “satanism”.
Some years ago even Gauteng’s

Education Department asked the
churches to assist in identifying
the strange phenomenon of floor-
grovelling students claiming that
“I am queen of the devil worship-
pers” or that they have been told
to kill a member of their families
in order to achieve some goal or
status. 
The following is a less dramatic

but still strange incident that hap-
pened in a township church,
rather than in a school classroom   
It was a normal bright, vibrant

African Mass. We were 45 minutes
into the celebration. Even the late-
comers had arrived and settled in
their places.
The long, sung Credo had just

begun as I detected a disturbance
coming from the side of the
church where it opens into the
hall. 
Probably just someone a bit

overcome with the heat, people
would handle it, I thought. They
normally do. 
I chose to look calm, priestly

and in control as the chairman of
the parish pastoral council ap-
proached with a serious look on
his face. Head close to mine, he
whispered that there was a woman
possessed in the church. 
Demons or devils in church, I

thought, dismissively. Sounds like
a contradiction. 

“For us men and our salvation”
sang the choir, not missing a note.
The chairman expected me to

do something. There was no escap-
ing the challenge, no dodging the
issue. What next?
To tell the messenger from the

community to sit down because
these phenomena don’t exist
would be like telling him that the
earth is flat and that if you keep
walking in the same direction you
will fall off into black space. 
Before becoming Pope Benedict

XVI, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger re-
flected on the devil: “When one
asks if the devil is a person, it
would be best to answer that he is
a non-person…of disintegration,
the destruction of the personal
being, and for this reason he pres-
ents himself without a face; his
greatest strength is to avoid being
recognised. It is true that this ‘be-
tween’ (one who divides, sepa-
rates) is a real power, or to put it
better, a group of powers.”
The PPC chairman was still

bending low beside me and await-
ing my answer.
“For us and for our salvation; he

was crucified under Pontius Pi-
late…” the choir sang in perfect
unison, knowingly raising the
decibels to muffle the now fearful
screaming not ten metres away. 
I had to make a decision fast. Si-

multaneously, I was trying to in-
terpret and decide on the
messenger’s use of the word “pos-
sessed”. Did the chairman know
the difference between epilepsy,
schizophrenia and other mental
disturbances that might be at play
in this person?
He had not told me that the

woman was showing signs of pos-
sible possession with displays of
abnormal strength or was speaking
or understanding previously un-
known languages. But there was
no time to test whether the victim
had knowledge of hidden things. 
I thought back. Yes, there had

been some local cases of disturbed

people with unusual behaviour
and talking in strange languages.
The PPC chairman certainly would
have been familiar with some
parishioner’s “having a spirit of
the ancestors”. But evil spirits?
Demons?
“We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of Life, who
proceeds from the Father and the
Son…” continued the choir, pro-
claiming the truths of the faith—
devils or no devils—in the
immediate vicinity.
I needed to act before they fin-

ished singing the Creed. 

The devil coming to Mass?
If I took the chairman at his

word he was inviting me to per-
form an exorcism during Mass. An
exorcism during Mass. What drama
the congregation were in for! The
primeval battle between good and
evil played out at Sunday Mass.
That is unheard of. 
I never knew of the devil or

devils coming to Mass voluntar-

ily—they would know it could ini-
tiate their own expulsion or exor-
cism. But not so fast. In Mark 1
Jesus expels an unclean spirit in
the synagogue!
But exorcism demands a thor-

ough investigation, an examina-
tion of the mental health of the
victim—and the permission of the
diocesan bishop. These things are
very rare, few and far between. But
perhaps it was a question not of
exorcism but of deliverance only.
Deliverance!
Yes, a quick decision had to be

made, one that would least disrupt
our celebration of the Mass. 
A new thought: was the demon

world trying to disrupt the Mass?
Some years earlier I had come
across satanic literature with the
instructions to smash by every
means possible all Christian com-
munities at their core. Was this
one of those occasions? 
I reasoned urgently that this

was God’s Mass, that God is in

charge. I would follow divine and
cultural promptings, do what was
expected of me, a priest.
I asked the chairman to tell a

server to fetch the holy water and
to call me when he arrived at the
sick person in the hall. My coordi-
nating instincts were suddenly in
full swing. Coordinating an im-
promptu service within a service
during the “We believe” prayer. 
“We believe in one holy,

catholic and apostolic church…” It
was reaching the final crescendo…
and time was running out.
Beckoned by a server, and dis-

tracted now by whatever was inter-
rupting our Mass, I walked with a
new-found courage and determi-
nation down the centre aisle and
into the hall. 
I advanced in the direction of

the victim, who was being held on
a chair by five people. I came up
behind her and signalled to the
“minders” not to tell her it’s me. I
knew that, according to collected
evidence, a real personal demon
was likely to recognise and remon-
strate angrily at a priest’s presence
with holy water. 
I squarely plonked my hand on

her bare head, commanded in the
name of Jesus that any evil beings
leave her, and then blessed her in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. She
jumped briefly, but they grabbed
her firmly while I poured holy
water on her head. 
I marched back to the altar, ar-

riving just as the choir sang the
concluding “Amen” to the profes-
sion of faith.
Apparently the daughter qui-

eted down after the dousing with
holy water. They normally do. And
that, I thought, was the end of
that. 

Problem solved?
Nobody came to tell me what

happened afterwards. People are so
used to these phenomena that
they don’t need a second mention.

A priest holds a crucifix which he uses in performing an exorcism. In
his article, Franciscan Father Patrick Noonan tells of his experience
with a young woman who seemed to be possessed by a demon.
(Photo: Don Feria, CNS)

One day at Mass, FR
PATRICK NOONAN OFM
was confronted with a
woman who seemed to be 
demonically possessed. 
But was she?
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A week later still nobody had men-
tioned the incident. The matter
was closed and seemed about to be
forgotten. 

Then one morning at Mass I
asked someone to fetch the
mother and daughter to come and
talk to me. For some still-lingering
reason I thought I should dig a lit-
tle deeper. 

A week later the mother
brought her. After my questioning
about the health of her daughter,
she told me her daughter was
being treated for a mental condi-
tion. Ah, that was it, I
thought. A pure and sim-
ple mental case. Problem
solved.

But in the back of my
mind I was still wondering
whether there was some
other intrusion in this per-
son’s life. Perhaps I sensed
it in the mother’s body
language. Something pe-
culiar, of another realm. 

I gave the mother a
basic spiritual recipe for
use at home, to test and
squeeze out any dark influences
that might be using the situation
for wrong purposes. 

I told her to start a regime of
prayer in the house, pray the
rosary, use blessed water (incense
too is recommended, I under-
stand), get a bible and a blessed
crucifix. All just precautionary
stuff, based on experience.

About two months later the
mother was back to the church for
a chat about how things were
going. She had nothing, she
thought, worthy of reporting to
me. 

But I probed a little this time, to
be more focused. Sometimes peo-
ple don’t make any distinctions
between the natural, the supernat-
ural, the preternatural, the normal,
the abnormal and the paranormal.

I asked some detailed questions
about her experiences at home and
at the church that Sunday. 

The mother, in a quiet, worried
tone of voice, told me that before
the church disturbance her daugh-
ter had been openly suicidal, had
had a craving to stay in a grave-
yard, had wished to kill someone,
had attempted to eat from a dust-
bin, had vomited or spewed water
regularly as if from a hosepipe. 

She had run away terrified
when a CD with hymns or prayers,
especially the Our Father, was

played. It normally took
two women and three
men to restrain her on
these occasions. Prayers
made her, or a spirit in
her, cry profusely. 

Also, in this state, on
the morning of the inci-
dent she had to be re-
moved from the church
before Mass when the
choir began to practise
their hymns. Calming
down she returned to the
church for Mass later.

My eyes opened at this informa-
tion. The situation had become
more sinister. 

The mother told me almost as
an afterthought that strange voices
had spoken from her daughter on
previous occasions during prayer
in the home. This was something
completely new in her experience
and, I might add, most uncom-
mon in local cultures. 

Frightening and shocking
What had happened behind the

curtain separating the church from
the hall on that Sunday morning
was not at all what I had pre-
sumed. It was frightening and
shocking to those who witnessed
it. 

For more than an hour—during
the remainder of the Mass—the

five parishioners had held the
young woman on a chair while she
raged and struggled. As they
prayed, she struggled more power-
fully. 

One of the handlers, a nurse,
suggested that the girl be brought
to the hospital, quickly. The West-
ern scientific approach. But there
was no agreement on going to the
hospital. Then a teacher grabbed
her handbag, produced her prayer
book, and prayed over the victim
“A Prayer of Deliverance from Sa-
tanic Bondages”. 

The victim immediately became
ragingly furious. Now they heard a
deep guttural, aggressive male
voice issuing from the young
woman: “Leave me alone, so that I
can go; I’m defeated. You have
called all these people; I don’t
want them.” And later: “I didn’t
come to play with you here. Just
leave me alone. You are hurting
me.”

The parishioners had held on
bravely. These troubled voices had
been repeated regularly until the

Mass ended and she was taken
home, quiet and exhausted. 

My probing of the mother con-
tinued; she was a devout Catholic
who used to work in a house of re-
ligious Sisters. 

She said that periodic prayer
had continued at home, and that
at one time the voice of the male
personality in the daughter had
once again exclaimed: “I want to
get out of you. I want to go into
another one.” 

Finally a weak, sad male voice
admitted: “I left you on the 7th of
November.” This further confused
the mother and those present.
Could a “demon” return briefly to
report its departure? Or was it
obliged to report its departure to
those who were praying for its
eviction, using our earthly time-
scale?

‘Where am I coming from?’ 
On a day not long before this,

two parishioners had gone to the
home to pray for the victim and
the usual commotion was gone
through again, but with less fury
than before. The frenzy was fol-
lowed by fainting, lying still on
the ground, frothing. But this time
it was different. 

Then it stopped. The young
woman had woken up in dismay
and asked, “Where am I coming
from?”, not remembering what
had gone before. 

According to the mother the
“illness” had gone into decline—or
the “demon” had begun to lose its
grip on the daughter—on the day
when the church altercation took
place. That had been the begin-
ning of the end. Peoples’ prayer
seemed to have brought the expul-
sion to a final conclusion. 

Today the woman appears to be
normal and has returned to work. 

So was it a mental illness such
as multiple personality disorder?

Or was it an evil spirit or spirits
finding refuge in, manipulating or
exploiting a mentally disturbed
person? Are these necessarily dif-
ferent? 

What happened here was not a
new phenomenon. Certainly, on
the side of the community, these
were committed, loving lay people
confronting what may have been
a demon or evil spirit, and doing a
mini-exorcism (or was it simply a
deliverance?) as if it was their nor-
mal Christian duty, like flower ar-
ranging. 

They knew nothing about for-
mal deliverance and less about ex-
orcism. They discerned off-the-cuff
what the matter was and took the
action they knew best. It’s called
faith in action. They also knew
they were supported by the epistle
of James 4:7: “Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.” They did
just that. 

It seems that demons or nasty
spirits are found in all cultures, are
highly adaptable, and are intrinsi-
cally evil, as shown by this affair.
Further, as our evidence again
shows, they hate to be discovered,
and they diminish and disinte-
grate when confronted by Chris-
tian solidarity and caring love. 

So much for unplanned, unpre-
dictable and mighty strange litur-
gies from the margins! 

Was the PPC chairman right
after all? But what if it’s not true? 

Some theologians believe that
“human personality is incommu-
nicable—that it cannot be shared
or ‘possessed’ by any other being,
whether human, demonic, or even
by God himself”. 

You be the judge.
n Fr Paddy Noonan is the author of
St Francis Uncensored, They’re
Burning the Churches, Help! My
Granny’s Dog Is A Racist, and other
books. He serves in the archdiocese of
Johannesburg.
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Fr Patrick Noonan OFM

A guttural
male voice 
issued from
the young
woman:

‘Leave me
alone; I’m 
defeated’

Help! My Granny’s Dog Is A Racist!
By Fr Patrick Noonan OFM   •   NEW REVISED VERSION OUT NOW

Many of us are still recovering from the damage apartheid 
did to us. Crime and racist tendencies nourish one another and feed off each

other. Read why Help, My Granny’s Dog Is a Racist proves this astonishing
claim — and others too — that will make you cry or laugh or angry or at least

embarrassed. Written by a Franciscan Father Paddy Noonan, author of 
the acclaimed They Are Burning the Churches.

AVAILABLE from Catholic bookshops, Amazon and Write-On Publishing:
frank@writeonpublishing.co.za or writeonpublishing.co.za (Click Here) or tel: 042 294-1023

See also: www.patricknoonanbooks.org.za (Click here)

What readers said:
David Sadie, director, Imsimbi Training:
The book should be compulsory reading in
our schools, helping to create a solid founda-
tion for our united rainbow nation.
Albert Nolan OP, theologian and best-sell-
ing author: 
For those white people who cannot under-
stand why black people react so strongly at
even the slightest sign of racism today, this
book will be a real eye-opener. Anyone inter-
ested in the real meaning of racism today
would do well to read this book.
Rev Gift Moerane, ecumenist and Execu-
tive Mayor, Emfuleni:
This easy-to-read book provides invaluable
information and points of referencing for any
national dialogue or public debate on social
cohesion and even reconciliation. The ques-
tions at the end of each chapter in the new

edition will be of great help to readers, teach-
ers and educators. I recommend Help! My
Granny’s Dog is a Racist as a resource man-
ual for ideas on national reconciliation and
nation building. Its timing is overdue. 
RM Mogane, paediatrician, St Anne's So-
dality, Gauteng: 
I believe we blacks have much to learn from
these pages. I never knew what white people
were feeling or going through in the ’80s
when apartheid was falling asunder.  This
book offers compelling suggestions for group
discussions in parish groups and schools. 
Fr Mokesh Kantilal Morar, Young Chris-
tian Students organiser:
With many people, even within the
Churches, in a state of denial, amnesia or
lethargy, this essential book comes at the
right time.  

Terry Oakley-Smith, Thought leader and
commentator on diversity:
I recommend this book for all South Africans
who want to play a role in bringing our frac-
tured unequal lives together.   
Kenneth N Lukuko, Institute for Justice
and Reconciliation, Cape Town:
This small volume opens for us in a most
original and sometimes moving manner a
thoughtful journey of discovery which points
towards social cohesion, a common human-
ity, and ultimately even reconciliation.  It
should draw widespread circulation in gov-
ernment and church schools and institutes of
educational.
John Allen Green OFM, writer and former
chaplain to the Knights of De Gama:
The story of Ruth and her inner journey of
discovery of the nonsense she grew up ac-

cepting should be the basis of a play; com-
pelling, thought-provoking, tearful and some-
times infuriating. It has all the makings of a
Broadway hit. The pertinent, sometimes hu-
morous questions at the end of each chapter
will add flavour to the discussion. It is a story
of hope! It is a book for our world and our
time. 
Didi Kgongoane, medical student: 
Help, My Granny’s Dog is a Racist! unveils
the forgotten story of the opening of Catholic
schools to all races, the secret persecution of
South African clergy in the ’80s stretching as
far as Washington, how other countries and
individuals deal with reconciliation even
today, and the struggles of the multi-cultural
community of the early Church. Catholics
don’t know these things! A perfect book gift.
Thank you, Fr Noonan!

www.patricknoonanbooks.org.za
http://www.writeonpublishing.co.za


THIS month, the Church in
South Africa lost two remark-
able and well-known women

of faith within days of each other. 
Both renowned historian Profes-

sor Joy Brain and Sr Maria-Corda
Waldhoer CPS were also valued
members of the historical commis-
sion serving the cause for the beat-
ification of Abbot Francis Pfanner,
the Trappist monk who founded
Mariannhill in 1882.
Prof Brain was 94 when she died

at her home in Kloof, Durban, on
June 17, after being fragile for some
time. 
Austrian-born Sr Waldhoer was

80 when she died of complications
from Covid-19 at Mthatha on June
12. As reported last week, she was
among four Precious Blood Sisters
from the Glen Avent convent to die
within days of each other.
Readers of Prof Brain’s historical

works gained illuminating insights
from her formidable knowledge of
the major personalities and actions
that were integral to the develop-
ment of the Church in Southern
Africa.

Bishop Stanley Dziuba of Umz-
imkulu, instructor of the cause on
the Pfanner Commission, said he
was deeply saddened at the news of
the two deaths and the loss to the
commission.
On her retirement as professor

of history at the University of Dur-
ban-Westville, Prof Brain became
the archivist at the chancery of the
archdiocese of Durban under Arch-
bishop Denis Hurley and then Car-
dinal Wilfrid Napier. 
“Every now and then someone

comes into your life almost unno-
ticed, until one day that person
breaks into your space in a way you
will never forget. That has been my
experience with Joy Brain,” Cardi-
nal Napier said. 
“Two projects in particular gave

access to the real Joy Brain: record-
ing the history of the diocese of
Umzimkulu and the coffee table
edition of the History of the Archdio-
cese of Durban on its 150th anniver-
sary. 
“This gave me insight not only

into to the sharp mind of Joy, the
history professor, but especially
into the heart of a devoted Catholic
wanting to let the world know
what her Church meant to her and
why,” he said.
Mgr Paul Nadal had known and

worked with Prof Brain for many
years. “Joy Brain possessed a mar-
ried surname that suited her ad-
mirably. When I was vicar-general
to Archbishop Denis Hurley, she
was the chancery archivist. She was
legendary for keeping accurate and
detailed records of the activities
within the archdiocese,” Mgr Nadal
recalled.
“She loved her work and she did

it all with a wonderful sense of hu-
mour. We spent many happy times
talking and reminiscing.”

Intellectual and spiritual
Prof Brain not only wrote impor-

tant works about the Catholic
Church in Southern Africa, but she
also fully lived her Catholic faith
intellectually and spiritually. For
many years she and her medical
doctor husband Peter regularly at-
tended Sunday morning Mass in
the monastery church at Mari-
annhill.
Prof Brain, with Prof Philippe

Denis OP, chairperson of the Pfan-
ner historical commission, brought
to the commission their valued ex-
perience of having served on the
commission which culminated in
the beatification of Benedict Daswa
as South Africa’s first martyr. 
They had also co-authored the

seminal 1999 book The Catholic
Church in Contemporary Southern
Africa. 
I first got to know Joy Brain

when she was working on a history
of St John Vianney Seminary, pub-
lished in 2002.  I was asked to con-
tribute a narrative on student life. 
I next met her when my work at

Mariannhill took me to the Durban
chancery where Prof Brain helped
me to access documents. On Au-
gust 25, 2002 we shared the unfor-
gettable celebration of the 150th
anniversary of the arrival of Bishop
Allard and his Oblate missionaries
in Natal.
Then came the Pfanner beatifi-

cation process which was inaugu-
rated at Durban’s Glenmore Centre
on October 31, 2009. Many ses-
sions of the historical commission
followed which brought me into
close contact with Joy and other
members as the commission secre-
tary.
It was during these sessions,

characterised by lively interaction,
that I got to know more of Joy and
Sr Maria-Corda Waldhoer—their
personalities that were part of the
scaffolding that sustained their pro-
fessional lives
Joy was sharp and forthright and

commanded attention the moment

she began to speak. She was also
witty and quick on repartee. She
had a formidable intellect matched
by a profound knowledge of who
did what to make the Catholic
Church a real presence in the life of
this country—from the pioneers to
the hierarchy, priests, religious and
laity who resisted apartheid and
racism.  She also had the courage to
speak truth to power.
In recording a pioneer priest’s

concern over the growing support
for the colour bar among his white
parishioners, Joy wrote that in his
reply in 1856, Bishop Allard estab-
lished, even at that early time, the
official Catholic response to racism.
She quotes Bishop Allard: “As to
colour, the Catholic Church does
not pay attention to it. Jesus Christ
died for all men (sic) without dis-
tinction.”
Among Joy’s doctoral thesis and

many published books is her work
on “Christian Indians in Natal”
and tracing the ancestry roots of in-
dentured Indian workers in South
Africa between 1860 and 1911. 
Her research involved catalogu-

ing and analysing passengers on
board 384 ships carrying some
152 184 Indians to grow the econ-
omy of Natal for colonial capital-
ists. 
On July 7 last year, the Durban

Book Fair honoured Joy and her pi-
oneering research on the indenture
system as “a priceless gift to a mar-
ginalised people’s history”.
Joy leaves three daughters: Eliz-

abeth, Philippa and Helen, herself
a prolific writer of children’s books;
and a son Robert. Her eldest son
Richard is deceased.

A devoted Sister
Sr Maria-Corda Waldhoer was

shaped by three passions: Her reli-
gious life as a Precious Blood Sister;
her devotion to Abbot Pfanner; and
service to the marginalised and
needy—work she lived out as man-
ager and remedial teacher at Ikwezi
Lokusa Rehabilitation Centre in
Mthatha. 
She had also served as superior

of her congregation at Mariannhill
as well as obtaining various de-
grees, including a diploma in spe-
cial education for children with
cerebral palsy.
Remembered by all as a kindly,

gentle and caring woman from
Puchkirschen, Upper Austria, who
answered “the voice asking, ‘Why
don’t you work for me?’”, Sr Maria-
Corda would jump at the chance to
do any special tasks to assist the
commission. 
Hers was a face that lit up at the

prospect of a good chat. She was re-
markably well informed on Abbot
Pfanner and was a fountain of sto-
ries and precious memorabilia that
made him come alive. 
Among my memories of her is

the time she stood in the sunlight
in 2010 to narrate the tableau com-
prising St Francis College pupils in
celebrating the 125th anniversary
of the arrival of the Sisters of the
Precious Blood in South Africa.
The Sisters went on to fulfil their

mission in pastoral work, in cate-
chetics, in education, poverty alle-
viation and healthcare. 
Their contribution to health

services reached a stage in the
growing threat from the HIV/Aids
pandemic when the Sisters at St
Mary’s Hospital showed great
courage and inspired human com-
passion to defy government policy
and begin ARV treatment for those
infected by the disease. 
Here was a new form of inspired

heroism at the service of mankind
and contributing to the cri de coeur
of Fr Bernard Huss CMM “for bet-
ter fields, better homes, better
hearts”. 
To Joy and Maria-Corda, two sis-

ters in faith who shared part of an
enthralling journey, adieu!    
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In the space of a few days,
two great women of faith
passed away. SYDNEY
DUVAL, who knew both of
them, pays tribute.

Tribute to two great
SA women of faith

Several members of the Pfanner Commission at the inaugural session
in 2009. (Front from left) Sr Maria-Corda Waldhoer CPS, Fr Stefan
Mandl CMM and Sydney Duval, (back) Fr Cyril Malinga, Prof Joy
Brain, Bishop Stanley Dziuba and Mgr Paul Nadal.
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AMID all the bad news, there
are certainly as many benefi-
cial stories from the lock-

down period as there are people
experiencing this unique human
condition. 

By now we have heard of many
interesting activities people have
discovered during their enforced
isolation.

However, there is one common
thought—death—that has natu-
rally passed through the minds of
all in this time of “retreat”. It be-
comes a more urgent considera-
tion each day as we hear of
increasing numbers of people
around the world dying due to the
coronavirus.

I guess being in a high-risk age
category, I started to look more
earnestly than ever at the possible
imminence of my own death. To
aid my reflection I took up again a
famous book by the Swiss-Ameri-
can psychologist  Dr Elisabeth
Kübler-Ross, On Death and Dying,
published in 1968—coincidentally
the year of my ordination.

In starting this book, I soon re-
called that a fellow Pretoria priest,
Fr Robert McKay, had written his
psychology doctoral thesis on the
same subject in the 1980s. So I
asked his brother, John, to loan me
a copy of his brother’s magnum
opus. John immediately arranged
for Fr McKay to send me his thesis
by e-mail from the United States
where he has lived for the past
three decades.

Upon reading this learned work
I came across a very meaningful
description of death, namely, that
it is a process. This triggered my
own reflection on the subject of
death.

Why I find this description of
something that we tend to shy
away from and to fear so exciting
and stimulating is because
“process” is so integral to our
human condition.

We certainly never experience
the totality of anything in life in
an instant. From our earliest years
we get to know that everything is

grasped and attained only over a
period of growth which usually in-
volves effort and, at times, even a
touch of suffering.

Our education schools us in the
arduous process of learning the ba-
sics of life, like speaking, reading
and writing a language, mastering
the concept and application of
numbers, and coming to terms
with drawing.

Even our physical development
is very much a process. I was re-
cently aware of this while observ-
ing a 14-month-old child learning
to take his first steps. As he did so,
his brother excitedly shouted: “He
is putting one foot in front of the
other!”

Nothing is instant
During lockdown I am looking

after a friend who is recuperating
from hip-replacement surgery.
Every morning and evening when
I serve her breakfast and supper
and chat about her progress, it is
apparent how patient she needs to
be in recovering from so major an
operation.

Indeed, nothing is achieved in-
stantly in life. Graduating from
school or university, for instance,
marks the culmination of years of

applied effort in acquiring knowl-
edge and skills in various fields.

One of the most common
human experiences of process is
marriage, which Canon Law de-
scribes as a union of life and love.
A marriage, then, is not just the
exchange of vows but an enduring
relationship-process.

When death is understood as a
process and not just a once-off

event, then one recognises that it
is actually a growth condition con-
current with life itself. In other
words, from the moment we are
conceived and begin to grow, our
process of dying is also initiated.

Of course, my understanding of
death being the reverse of the coin
of life is greatly influenced by Jesus
Christ’s personal experience of
human life and death.

However, even in the order of
nature, as the Gospels remind us,
unless a grain of wheat dies in the
earth it cannot begin to grow and
eventually produce a harvest.

Certainly the model of the
human Jesus teaches us much.
Once again the reality of process is
present in his sharing fully our
human condition. 

In fact, it is the course of his
human growth culminating in his
death on the cross that becomes his
redeeming act for humankind.

Unfortunately, too many peo-
ple think Christ’s redemptive ac-
tion is limited to only the events
in the last 24 hours of his life on
earth. 

In reality, he could accept his
final suffering and eventual
human death only because he had
grown fully moment by moment,
day by day in his human life.

In other words, while Jesus con-
tinued to grow in life, he grew si-
multaneously in his death that
culminated on the cross of Cal-
vary. 

That did not spare him fear of
the unknown that death connotes.
This is indicated by his words mo-
ments before giving up his spirit,
“My God, My God, why have you
forsaken me?”

Two sides of the coin
In coming to the realisation

that life and death are the two
sides of the coin of human exis-
tence, I am challenged to ask: How
ready am I for the culmination of
my own life and death process?

Like Jesus in his human condi-
tion, I continue to fear my own
death but, at least, I am consoled
and even strengthened by recog-
nising that it will be the culmina-
tion of something that has
developed throughout my life.

Of course, the Catholic
Church’s belief in purgatory, that
final stage of growth in the full-
ness of life, also heartens me in
facing my final human culmina-
tion not as extinction but as my
passing into the glory of Christ’s
Resurrection.

In 1996 my saintly godmother,
Rona Henshall, was about to have
surgery for an abdominal obstruc-
tion in the Little Company of
Mary Hospital. My two sisters, my
brother and I gathered around her
bed, literally to pray her by saying
the rosary into eternity. 

Almost miraculously, as we fin-
ished that powerful Marian prayer
we noticed Rona pinching her eyes
and a single tear running down
her cheek in the moment of her
death. I believe that that was the
moment of her purgatory.

If our current lockdown period,
which many compare to a retreat,
has only urged me to reflect seri-
ously on the meaning of death, I
believe, it has been profitable for
me. I hope it continues to be so for
you too.
n Fr Kevin Reynolds is a priest of the
archdiocese of Pretoria.

In the end, death is part of a process
Being in lockdown caused
FR KEVIN REYNOLDS to
reflect on our mortality —
and he found that to be a
profitable endeavour, as he
shares here. 

24-hours Crisis Helpline Number: 064 679-7279

Jubilee Year Camino to 
Santiagode Compostela
Official 7-Day Camino

From Lugo to Santiago de Compostela
September 2021

With spiritual director Fr Chris Townsend

TheTheSSoutherouthernn CCrossross

www.fowlertours.co.za/camino

To book or for info contact Gail at 
info@fowlertours.co.za or call 076 352-3809

“Realising that life and death are the two sides of the coin of human
existence, I am challenged to ask: How ready am I for the culmination
of my own life and death process?” writes Fr Kevin Reynolds. (Photo:
Gerd Altmann/Pixabay)

info@fowlertours.co.za
info@fowlertours.co.za
info@fowlertours.co.za
www.fowlertours.co.za/camino
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THE territory around the Sea
of Galilee—or Sea of Gen-
nesaret, as the evangelist

Luke called it; or the Kinneret, as
the locals know it—is the most
pastoral part in a Holy Land itin-
erary. 
Here, around the lowest fresh-

water lake in the world, Jesus per-
formed much of his public
ministry. And this is also the area
where most of the Twelve hailed
from. Indeed, it was Peter’s
Galilean accent that drew the sus-
picion of the bystanders at the
high priest’s palace the night Jesus
was betrayed. 
Almost all of Jesus’ Galilean

ministry took place in a small area
that can be defined by drawing a
triangle between the three towns
which Jesus condemned: Caper-
naum, Chorazin and Bethsaida
(Mt 11:20-24; Lk 10-13-14).
The region around the Sea of

Galilee has not always been pas-
toral. The diarist Corneille Le
Bruyn in 1679 noted “an abun-
dance of fish everywhere along
the shore”, a result of the Ot-
toman rulers’ exile of the region’s
Christian and Jewish fishermen.
In fact, Le Bruyn complained that
there were no boats at all in which
to cross the lake. 
There are now many boats: ap-

proximate replicas of first-century
fishing vessels of the kind the dis-
ciples might have used. They take
groups of pilgrims out on the lake
upon which Jesus once walked—
sailing in the jet stream of Jesus,
to turn a famous cliché. 
The lake and its surrounds are

agreeable and peaceful, a marked

contrast to the emotional and
physical exertion demanded by
Jerusalem. Here one combines
prayer with the joy of fellowship
on the same body of water where
Jesus and the disciples worked,
prayed and doubtless partied. 
To that end, the crew will

switch off the vessel’s engines for
a time of silent reflection and
prayer, but at another time they
might also play upbeat music, un-
less the guide or spiritual director
tells them not to. 
But a combination of prayer

and fun is important. It is incon-
ceivable that the times when Jesus
travelled with his disciples on the
waters were relentlessly serious,
joyless affairs. Indeed, in the
Gospels we occasionally find Jesus
in playful moods, teasing his lis-
teners and engaging in wordplay.
Jesus enjoyed having fun. 

Tabgha, the heart
The heart of what is known as

the evangelical triangle—the de-
stroyed towns of Capernaum,
Chorazin, Bethsaida—was the un-
prepossessing place known as
Heptapegon (the Seven Springs),
or Tabgha. 
These seven springs produce

warm water which in turn in-
creases the algae in this section of
the Sea of Galilee, and that at-
tracts more fish. It is for this rea-
son that the area was so popular
with fishermen, such as the disci-
ples in the profession. 
The Gospels relate two fish-re-

lated stories supposedly set
around Tabgha, though they don’t
actually name the place.
It is the reputed site of the feed-

ing of the multitudes (the famous
one in Mark 6; there are two such
miracles reported in the Gospels). 
A 5th-century basilica once

marked the spot. It was destroyed,
probably during the Persian inva-
sion of 614 in which almost all
churches in the Holy Land were

razed. After that, the place fell
into obscurity for the next 13 cen-
turies. 
Then, in 1932, two German ar-

chaeologists uncovered walls and
mosaics from the old basilica. The
church was finally rebuilt by the
Benedictines in 1980, as an exact
replica of the original basilica. 
That basilica was victim to

arson by Israeli terrorists in June
2015—one in an ongoing series of
attacks by Jewish extremists
against Christian sites—which
caused extensive damage to the
church’s courtyard. 
The basilica incorporates the

surviving ancient floor mosaics,
including the famous depiction of
the loaves of bread and the fish.
Below the altar is the rock on
which Jesus reputedly performed
the gastronomic miracle. 
There is little left of the rock

now. In the 4th century the pil-
grim Egeria noted that the rock
had been turned into an altar.
“People who go there take away

small pieces of the stone to bring
them prosperity,” she observed.
The mosaic at the altar is re-

markable: It depicts two fish and
four loaves. Four? Could those
Byzantines not count? Were they
working from a faulty translation?
No; the fifth loaf is the Bread of
Life on the altar!

St Peter’s Primacy
Just a few hundred metres away

is the spot where the Risen Lord
cooked the fish-breakfast for the
disciples and issued the Great
Commission to evangelise the
world.
Earlier that morning, Simon

Peter was standing on the deck of
his fishing boat, plying his trade,
oblivious to how much his life
would soon change. 
He and his companions—iden-

tified as Thomas, Nathaniel (alias
Bartholomew), James the Greater,
John and two other disciples—
were using the castnet method of
fishing, as Mark tells us (1:16). 
This method required that one

of the crew frequently had to
jump into the water to haul in the
catch—more so once the mysteri-
ous figure on the shore facilitated
a huge catch of 153 fish after
telling them to cast the net to the
other side. 
By the time he was digesting

the breakfast Christ had prepared
for him and the others, Simon
Peter’s days of hauling in the
catch of the day were done. He
had a new assignment: head of a
missionary movement and, effec-
tively, first pope. 
He became, as Jesus had stated

in the job advertisement a couple
of years earlier, a fisher of men
(and, indeed, of women), not of
freshwater livestock.
A small black basalt chapel,

built in 1933 over the remains of
a 4th-century church, marks the
spot. It is named after Peter’s Pri-
macy, but the previous church,
which stood there until 1263, was
known as Place of the Coals, a ref-
erence to Christ’s epicurean
method. 
The present church’s alterna-

tive name—preferred by Protes-
tants who don’t much like the
idea of popes—is Mensa Christi
(Christ’s Table), after the rock on
which Christ reputedly served the
most important breakfast in his-
tory. 
From the church one can walk

to the shore of the lake to join, in
prayer, Peter and Jesus. And, of
course, pilgrims put their feet into
the water of the Sea of Galilee.
The Church of Peter’s Primacy

is too small to accommodate large
pilgrim groups for Mass, so the
Franciscan custodians have built
amphitheatres for that purpose. 
Mass here is quite lovely, with

the sound of the lake’s waves gen-
tly lapping on the stony shore
providing a suitably bucolic
soundtrack (sometimes inter-
rupted by noisy tour groups). 

Mount of Beatitudes
Overlooking all these places, as

well as the Sea of Galilee, is the
Mount of Beatitudes—also called
Eremos, which is Greek for “soli-
tary”. 
The church here, built by the

master architect Antonio Barluzzi,
commemorates the Sermon on the
Mount. Its symmetrical shape is
octagonal, representing the eight
beatitudes; unusually, its altar is at
the centre. 
When it was built in 1937, the

church was financed by Italy’s fas-
cist dictator Benito Mussolini. A
plaque was set into the floor near
the church’s entrance to record Il
Duce’s largesse. 
After the fall and disgrace of

Mussolini, the plaque naturally be-
came a source of embarrassment
for the custodians of the church—
and one of mirth to tour guides
who, for a cheap laugh, would lift
the rug which was thoughtfully
placed to cover the commemora-
tive inscription. Wisely, the marker
was eventually removed. 
By rights, the church shouldn’t

be at the top of the rather hyper-
bolically termed mount (likewise,
calling the lake at the bluff’s foot
a “sea” is poetic licence liberally
taken). The revolutionary sermon
in Matthew 5:1-12 and Luke 6:17-
26 was more likely preached on
the hill’s gradient. 
The pilgrim Egeria described a

cave on the slope which local tra-
dition had identified as Jesus’ pul-
pit, with his large audience below
him at the foot of the bluff, per-
haps stretching to the shore of the
Sea of Galilee. 
If one descends the mount by

foot, one will find the cave. If time
permits, it can be a fascinating ex-
perience to recreate the scene,
with the spiritual director remain-
ing at the cave while the rest of
the group gathers at street level.
As the priest delivers the beati-
tudes, every word will be audible,
despite the considerable distance.
Truly, an echo of the Lord Jesus

himself.
n This is an edited extract from
Günther Simmermacher’s The Holy
Land Trek. Next week: Capernaum

Going to the Sea of Galilee
In part 6 of our virtual 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
we go with GünTher 
SiMMerMAcher to 
the Sea of Galilee.

From left: The rock on which Jesus performed the miracle of the loaves and fishes, with the Byzantine mosaic in front of the altar of the church of the Multiplication in Tabgha  • 
The church of the Beatitudes, built in the 1930s • View of the Sea of Galilee from the Mount of Beatitudes (All photos: Günther Simmermacher)

Pilgrims at the Sea of Galilee, with the basalt-stone chapel of St
Peter’s Primacy in the background.
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IN MEMORIAM
DE GOUVEIA—Maria Ap-
resentação Mendes. Born
02-01-1927. Died 27-06-
2019.  In loving memory of
our dearest Mother, Gran
and Avo on her first an-
niversary in Heaven. With
tears we cry each day, in
angel’s arms you were car-
ried away. Our memories of
love and laughter shall not
fade, for inside our hearts
you will always stay. We
shed our tears for you be-
cause we miss you so.
From your daughters Maria,
Celeste, Teresa and Hilda,
son-in-laws Bruce and
Sarel, your grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

PERSONAL
ABORTION WARNING:
The truth will convict a
silent Church. See www.
valuelifeabortionisevil.co.za

HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION
MARIANELLA Guest
House, Simon’s Town:
“Come experience the
peace and beauty of God
with us.” Fully equipped,
with amazing sea views.
Secure parking, ideal for
rest and relaxation. Special
rates for pensioners and

clergy. Malcolm Salida 082-
784-5675, mjsalida@
gmail.com

PRAYERS

MY SOUL magnifies the
Lord. And my spirit rejoices
in God my Saviour; Be-
cause he has regarded the
lowliness of his handmaid;
For behold, henceforth all
generations shall call me
blessed; Because he who
is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is
his name; And his mercy is
from generation to genera-
tion on those who fear him.
He has shown might with
his arm, he has scattered
the proud in the conceit of
their heart. He has put
down the mighty from their
thrones, and has exalted
the lowly. He has filled the
hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent
away empty. He has given
help to Israel, his servant,
mindful of his mercy. As he
spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his poster-

ity forever. Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son: and
to the Holy Spirit; As it was
in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be: world
without end. Amen. Magnifi-
cat.
HEAR ME, LORD, on be-
half of all those who are
dear to me, all whom I have
in mind at this moment. Be
near them in all their anxi-
eties  and worries, give
them the help of your sav-
ing grace. I commend them
all with trustful confidence
to your merciful love. Re-
member, Lord, all who are
mindful of me: all those
who have asked me to pray
for them, all who have been
kind to me, all who have
wronged me, or whom I
have wronged by ill-will or
misunderstanding. Give all
of us to bear each other’s
faults, and to share each
other’s burdens. Have
mercy on the souls of our
loved ones who have gone
before us. Grant them
peace and happiness.
Amen.
LET NOTHING DISTURB
YOU, let nothing frighten
you. All things are passing;
God only is changeless.
Patience gains all things.
Who has God wants noth-
ing. God alone suffices. St
Teresa of Avila

Word of the Week
Relic: Any part of the physical remains of a saint or
items that have touched the body of a saint. Every
Catholic altar will have a relic within it—originating
from the days when the early Christians celebrated
Mass in the Catacombs.

This week we congratulate:
June 25: Bishop Peter Holiday of Kroon-
stad on the 9th anniversary of his episco-
pal ordination
June 25: Bishop Siegfried Mandla Jwara
CMM, vicar apostolic of Ingwavuma, on
the 4th anniversary of his episcopal ordina-
tion as bishop of  Elephantaria Proconsulari
June 28: Bishop Jeremiah Masela of 
Polokwane on his 62nd birthday

Our bishops’ anniversaries

SOLUTIONS TO 921.
ACROSS: 1 Pickle, 4 Crisis, 9 A
kettle of fish, 10 Satanic, 11
Totem, 12 Adage, 14 Ashes, 18
Drama, 19 Address, 21
Tongues of fire, 22 Result, 23
Brutus. DOWN: 1 Praise, 2 Cre-
ated saints, 3 Latin, 5 Refutes,
6 Saint Benedict, 7 Scheme, 8
Beach, 13 Gradual, 15 Editor,
16 Basso, 17 Assess, 20 Defer.

Southern
CrossWord solutions

YOUR CLASSIFIEDS
Anniversaries • Milestones • Prayers • Accommodation • Holiday accommodation
Personal • Services • Employment • Property • Parish notices • Thanks • Others

Please include payment (R2.00 a word) with small advertisements for promptest publication.

To advertise e-mail
Yolanda Timm  at
advertising

@scross.co.za

Sunday June 28,
13th Sunday of the Year
2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16, Psalm 89:2-3,
16-19, Romans 6:3-4, 8-11, Matthew
10:37-42
Monday June 29,
Ss Peter and Paul
Acts 12:1-11, Psalm 34:2-9, 2 Timothy
4:6-8, 17-18, Matthew 16:13-19
Tuesday June 30
Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12, Psalm 5:5-8,
Matthew 8:23-27
Wednesday July 1
Amos 5:14-15, 21-24, Psalm 50:7-13,
16-17, Matthew 8:28-34

Thursday July 2
Amos 7:10-17, Psalm 19:8-11,
Matthew 9:1-8
Friday July 3, St Thomas
Ephesians 2:19-22, Psalm 117:1-2,
John 20:24-29
Saturday July 4,
St Elizabeth of Portugal
Amos 9:11-15, Psalm 85:11-14,
Matthew 9:14-17
Sunday July 5,
14th Sunday of the Year
Zechariah 9:9-10, Psalm 145:1-2, 8-11,
13-14, Romans 8:9, 11-13, Matthew
11:25-30

Liturgical Calendar
Year A – Weekdays Cycle Year 2

Sr Irenaea Christ OP
DOMINICAN Sister Irenaea

Christ died on May 29,
during afternoon commu-

nity Eucharist, at the age of 85.
Rosa Maria Christ was born on

May 18, 1935, in Eisenharz in
Bavaria, Germany, to Karl and
Maria Christ. Rosa Maria had a
very close relationship with her
brothers Karl and Josef and her
sister Ida.
At the age of 21, she entered

the King Williams Town Domini-
cans and pronounced her first
vows on August 4, 1958, at the
novitiate in Schledorf, Germany. 
Shortly after, she left for South

Africa to begin her profession as
cook and supervisor of kitchens. 
From 1959 Sr Christ was at the

Ermelo Convent School for five
years, and then transferred to the
Queenstown boarding school in
1966.
During this time her gift and

skills began to reveal themselves
in the ministry of hospitality,
compassion and welcome to
everybody, ranging from priests
and visitors from Lumko Centre
to groups of elderly sisters from

Stutterheim coming for a day’s
outing.
Part of her ministry was to

visit people both at home and in
hospital.
In 1972 Sr Christ was trans-

ferred to St Vincent School for
the Deaf in Johannesburg. 
This was a huge challenge as

she had to cater for a community
of almost 40 Sisters plus four
boarding establishments. But this

did not diminish her ministry of
relationships and hospitality. Her
“kitchen parlour” was a hive of
activity as people, priests and sis-
ters found a place of solace,
prayer and rest.  
Another aspect of her caring

and concern was for Fr Lodi and
others who worked in Soweto
and who came regularly for food
parcels.  
In 2008 Sr Christ retired from

St Vincent and became part of a
small community of Sisters living
in the parish of Rosebank, Johan-
nesburg. Her ministry did not di-
minish but flourished in both the
parish through her social/bible
prayer group, and at home by her
open-house availability. 
In 2018 she moved to St

Mary’s Convent where she still
maintained her relationships
through a steady flow of visitors. 
In William P Young’s novel

The Shack, the figure of God—
who is a great cook—says: “Life
takes a bit of time and a lot of re-
lationships.” This is truly a de-
scription of Sr Christ’s life. 

By Sr Catherine Hilkert OP
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SAVE SEVEN LIVES
One person can potentially save
seven lives by donating one heart,
one liver, one pancreas, two lungs
and two kidneys.
TELL YOUR FAMILY TODAY
Inform your family of your wish to
be an organ donor because the
next of kin must give doctors 
consent for organ donation.
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FROM OUR VAULTS
44 Years Ago: June 27, 1976

Bishop condemns detention, intimidation
Bishop John Murphy of Port Elizabeth has con-

demned the detention of three anti-apartheid ac-
tivists—Sipho Bothile, Krishna Varma and Dimza
Pityana—and the firing of shots and vandalism in an
attack on the home of Donald Woods, the Catholic ed-
itor of the Daily Dispatch in East London, which fol-
lowed telephonic death threats.

Seminary suspends lectures
News leaking through a “curtain of silence” is that

lectures at St Peter’s Seminary in Hammanskraal in Pre-
toria were suspended indefinitely following student
boycotts earlier this month over food complaints, and
possibly over the pending merger with St John Vian-
ney Seminary.

New archbishop for Salisbury
Auxiliary Bishop Patrick Chakaipa, 46, has been ap-

pointed the new archbishop of Salisbury [now Harare],
succeeding Archbishop Francis Markall.

Editorial: Causes for June 16 massacre
In his editorial, Mgr Donald de Beer notes that the

dispute over Afrikaans as the medium of instruction in
township schools was not “the deepest cause” for the
protests that led to the Soweto massacre on June 16,
but “the unnatural status of black South Africans, es-
pecially in our cities; and together with this...the in-
human conditions of life in Soweto and other urban
townships”. 

The Southern Cross is a mem-
ber of the Audit Bureau of Cir-
culations of South Africa.
Printed by Paarl Coldset (Pty)
Ltd, 10 Freedom Way, Milner-
ton. Published by the propri-
etors, The Catholic Newspaper
& Publishing Co Ltd, at the
company’s registered office, 10
Tuin Plein, Cape Town, 8001.
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DStv Audio 870
www.radioveritas.co.za

streaming live

Catch our interviews with Southern Cross editor
Günther Simmermacher every Friday on 8:30am
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011 663-4700 info@radioveritas.co.za

We can use your old 
clothing, bric-a-brac, 

furniture and books for our
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Woodstock, Cape Town.
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SAINT Eugene de Mazenod, the founder
of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate, to which I belong, left us

with these last words as he lay dying:
“Among yourselves, charity, charity, char-
ity.”. I don’t always live that, though I wish
I could, especially today.

We are in a bitter time. Everywhere
there is anger, condemnation of others,
and bitter disagreement; so much so that
today we are simply unable to have a rea-
sonable discussion on any sensitive politi-
cal, moral, or doctrinal issue. 

We demonise each other to the point
where any attempt to actually reason with
one another (let alone to reach agreement
or compromise) mostly just deepens the
hostility. If you doubt this, simply watch
the news any evening, read any newspa-
per, or follow the discussion on most moral
and religious questions. 

The first thing that is evident is the
naked hatred inside our energy and how
we tend to justify it on moral and religious
grounds. 

This is our protest: “We’re fighting for
truth, decency, justice, God, family,
Church, right dogma, right practice, for
Christ himself—so our anger and hatred
are justified.”

Anger is justified, but hatred is an infal-
lible sign that we are acting in a manner
contrary to truth, decency, justice, God,
family, Church, right dogma, right prac-
tice, and Christ.  

It would be hard to argue that this kind
of energy issues forth from God’s spirit and
does not source itself elsewhere. 

Looking at Jesus, we see that all his en-
ergies were directed towards unity. Jesus
never preached hatred, as is clear from the
Sermon on the Mount, as is illustrated in
his great priestly prayer for unity in John’s
Gospel, and as is evident in his frequent
warnings to us to be patient with each
other, to not judge each other and to for-
give each other.

But one might object: what about Jesus’
own (seemingly) bitter judgments? What
about him speaking harshly of others?
What about him losing his temper and
using whips to drive the money-changers
out of the temple? Indeed, what about his
statement, “I have come to bring fire to
this earth”? 

Understand Jesus correctly
These statements are perennially misin-

terpreted and used falsely to rationalise our
lack of genuine Christian love. 

When Jesus says that he has come to
bring fire to this earth and wishes it were
already blazing, the fire he is referring to is
not the fire of division but the fire of love. 

Jesus made a vow of love, not of alien-
ation. His message provoked hateful oppo-
sition, but he did not self-define as a
cultural or ecclesial warrior. He preached
and incarnated only love, and that some-
times sparked its antithesis. (It still does.) 

He sometimes triggered hatred in peo-
ple, but he never hated in return. Instead,
he wept in empathy, understanding that
sometimes the message of love and inclu-
sivity triggers hatred inside those who for
whatever reason at that time cannot fully

bear the word love. 
The incident of him driving the money-

changers out of the temple, forever falsely
cited to justify our anger and judgment of
others, has a very different emphasis and
meaning. 

His action as he cleanses the temple of
the people who were (legitimately) ex-
changing Jewish currency for foreign
money in order let to foreigners buy what
they needed to offer sacrifice, has to do
with him clearing away an obstacle in the
way of universal access to God, not with
anger at some particular people.  

We frequently ignore the Gospel. Fac-
tionalism, tribalism, racism, economic self-
interest, historical difference, historical
privilege, and fear perennially cause bitter
polarisation and trigger a hatred that eats
away at the very fabric of community—
and that hatred perennially justifies itself
by appealing to some high moral or reli-
gious ground. 

But the Gospel never allows for that. It
never lets us bracket charity, and it refuses
us permission to justify our bitterness on
moral and religious grounds. It calls us to
a love, an empathy and a forgiveness that
reach across every divide so as to wish
good and do good precisely to those who
hate us. 

And it categorically forbids rationalising
hatred in its name or in the name of truth,
justice, or right dogma.

The late Michael J Buckley, looking at
the bitter polarisation in our churches, sug-
gests that nothing justifies our current bit-
terness: “The sad fact stands, however, that
it is frequently no great trick to get religious
men and women to turn on one another in
some terrible form of condemnation. Wars,
even personal wars, are terrible realities,
and the most horrible of these are often
self-righteously religious. 

“For deceived or split-off under the
guise of good, under the rubrics of ortho-
doxy or liberality, of community or of per-
sonal freedom, even of holiness itself,
factions of men and women can slowly dis-
integrate into pettiness or cynicism or hos-
tility or bitterness. 

“In this way the Christian Church be-
comes divided.”

We need to be careful inside our cultural
and religious wars. There is never an ex-
cuse for lack of fundamental charity.

CHURCH CHUCKLE

14th Sunday: July 5
Readings: Zechariah 9:9-10; Psalm 145:1-2,
8-11, 13-14; Romans 8:9, 11-13; Matthew
11:25-30

WE have, you may have noticed,
been doing battle with a particu-
larly nasty virus in recent months—

and one of the features of the battle that
may have struck you (it has certainly been
speaking to me) is the people who come out
of it well. 

These are not the powerful or those who
“grab” the advantage for themselves, or in-
deed the politicians, but those who are pre-
pared to take a back seat, and those who are
willing to sacrifice themselves for the com-
mon good, and perform random acts of lov-
ing-kindness. That is the message coming out
of the readings for next Sunday.

The first reading is cited, of course, when
Jesus comes riding into Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday, in what might have been a major
publicity coup, but instead the “daughter of
Sion” is told to rejoice, because “your king is
coming, righteous and a Saviour”. And in-
stead of arriving in a Rolls Royce or a helicop-
ter, he is riding “on a donkey”. 

Better than that, this Saviour has no time
for “state-of-the-art transport”. Instead, he is
going to banish the chariot from Ephraim
and the horse from Jerusalem, and the nu-
clear bomb [‘warrior’s bow’, if you are feeling
pedantic]”. 

Best of all (and how much we need this

today): “He shall speak peace to the nations,
and then his dominion shall be from sea to
sea, from the Nile to the ends of the earth.” 

That, speaking peace rather than demand-
ing a selfish advantage, is the way to fight our
most urgent battles.

The secret is to work out what kind of a
God we are dealing with—and it is not the
one we sometimes long for, who is going to
win major victories at any price, destroying
all opposition before him. 

That is the God sung by the author of our
psalm for next Sunday, whose poem begins
in an outpouring of love: “I shall extol you
my God the king, and bless your name for
ever and a day.” Then he repeats his senti-
ment: “All day long I shall bless you, and
praise your name for ever and a day.” 

This is not an aggressive God, hungry for
power, but “the Lord, gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and great in steadfast love, good
to all, compassionate to all his creatures”. 

That is how we are to cope with the virus,
and with any other enemies that may cast a
shadow over us. And this is a God who is on
the side of those who are oppressed, “sup-
ports all who are falling, and raises up all
those who are bowed down”. 

Is that the kind of God you want? It’s the

God that you have, according to our Bible.
For Paul, in the second reading, this is a

very gentle God, so much so that “God’s
spirit is dwelling in you”; and our task is to
have the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus
from the dead. 

You see, “the One who raised Jesus from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bod-
ies, through his Spirit who is living in you”.
Paul makes a distinction here between “flesh”
(which I think is best understood as “human-
ity as closed to God”) and “spirit” (“humanity
as open to God”), and our liberating task is to
“live according to the spirit”. 

If you live according to the flesh, says Paul
in his unminced words, “you’re gonna die”.
The option for life is a matter of “putting to
death the actions of the body”. 

This is not the survival of the fittest, but
the beautiful world that our God has created
for us.

Then the Gospel reflects on what God is
like and therefore what we should be like. 

This is not a God who is only for those
with Oxford degrees, as Jesus tells us: “I con-
gratulate you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that you hid these things from the
clever and the first class; and you revealed
them to infants.” 

If you find yourself not very enthusiastic
about a God of this sort, or the kind of
friends he chooses, then perhaps you need
to look in the mirror. For we are dealing
with a mystery of God’s astonishing grace:
“Everything was handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except
the Father; and nor does anyone know the
Father, except the Son—and anyone to
whom the Son makes a revelation.” 

Finally the reading ends with this beauti-
ful invitation, which makes it clear that we
are not dealing with a God who demands
victory at any price, and allies who are
tough: “Come to me, all you who labour and
are burdened—and I am going to give you
rest.” 

Then he expresses the invitation rather
differently; but the point is the same: “Take
my yoke upon me, and learn my lesson. You
see, I am meek, and lowly of heart—and you
are going to find rest for your souls.” And it
goes, quite beautifully, even deeper: “My
yoke is easy; and my burden is light.”

That is the God who is fighting at our side
against any virus.

With God against virus

Never lack charity Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI

Final Reflection

Nicholas King SJ
Sunday Reflections

Southern Crossword #921

Solutions on page 11

The inscription on a tombstone read: 
Remember, man, as you pass by,
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, so you will be; 
Prepare ye then to follow me.

To which a passing wag added:
To follow you I’d be content,
if I only knew the way you went.
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ACROSS
51. If you know your onions,
you can do it (6)
4. Time of danger is seen twice
after little credit (6)
9. An awkward moment for
Friday abstinence meal
(1,6,2,4)
10. Devilish (7)
11. Pole disturbed motet (5)
12. Christian era before time
of history. It’s a proverb (5)
14. The Phoenix arose from
them (5)
18. Play for the actors (5)
19. Speech from where you
live (7)
21. They came down at Pente-
cost but did not speak (7,2,4)
22. An effect of deteriorating
lustre (6)
23. Julius Caesar’s last assassin
(6)

DOWN
1. Aspire to turn to great 
admiration (6)
2. What the pope did at the
canonisations (7,6)
3. The rite of the Western
Church (5)
5. Proves wrong (7)
6. The father of Western
monasticism (5,8)
7. It’s a plan or underhand plot
(6)
8. Musical note changes the
ache on the shore (5)
13. Response at Tridentine
Mass is in no hurry (7)
15. Rioted about the journalist
(6)
16. He is low in the choir (5)
17. Evaluate the beast twice
(6)
20. Freed to postpone (5)
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Remember, man, 
Remember, man, 
as you pass by,
as you pass by,

As you are now, 
As you are now, 
so once was I. 
so once was I. 
As I am now, 
As I am now, 

so you will be; 
so you will be; 

Prepare ye then 
Prepare ye then 

to follow me.to follow me.
To follow you 
I’d be content,
if I only knew 

the way you went
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