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The national political parties 
have had their conventions 
and chosen their candidates. 
Several smaller political 
conventions have been held 
also but do not make the 
news. You may wonder why 
the pastor does not talk from 
the pulpit about those 
candidates. The answer is simple. It is not the pastor’s job to 
promote certain parties or candidates from the pulpit. 
Pastors are called instead to tell everyone that, “God so 
loved the world that he gave his only son.” We call people 
to turn around from their sin, the literal meaning of 
repentance, and to embrace a faith filled life. 

It is true pastors are called to speak from Holy Scripture 
about moral issues of the day. These issues may or may not 
align with the position of any one party but pastors simply 
have to let the chips fall where they may. I can say after 48 
years of ordained ministry no one has ever suggested I have 
overstepped my bounds. All political parties are made up of 
sinners who could change with the way the wind blows. 
Some even end up compromising their own strongly held 
beliefs either to get votes or to act in a bi-partisan manner, 
although I think we would all agree we have not seen much 
of the latter lately! Any pastor who endorses particular 
candidates or parties from the pulpit may end up with egg 
on their face before it is all over. 

At the same time fellow church members may find 
themselves on different sides of an issue. The pastor could 
easily offend members of the congregation who are on the 
other side. It is hard enough to be a pastor to all members 
without adding the risk of driving some away because of 
politics! Now none of this says I will not be at the polls 
proudly voting for what I believe is best for our nation. 
Being a pastor doesn’t mean you give up that right but that 
you lead by making it known how important it is for all of 
us to get out and vote. 

So a pastor’s job is not to tell people whom to vote for, or to 
be a cheerleader in the political process. The pastor is to be 
a shepherd and an evangelist, guiding people and 
proclaiming God’s love, especially through the Gospel of 
Christ. These are some of the reasons why you will not hear 
Reformed pastors talking about politics from the pulpit. We 
would rather talk about Jesus. 

Faithfully, 
 

Jim 

 
 

 
 

Evan Hightower – Sept. 1st Heather Hill – Sept. 21st 
Myrt Newman – Sept. 6th Lisa Lawton – Sept. 24th 
Becky Schruff – Sept. 18th Anna Schruff – Sept. 27th 

 

 
 
Last month we asked for your help in supporting the 
Knights of Columbus, Ladies Auxiliary 11995 and their 
mission of collecting household goods necessary for 
homeless veterans moving into stable housing. As you can 
see from the picture below our congregation stepped up in 
true Christian fashion and we thank everyone who was able 
to contribute to this worthy cause. 
 

 
 

 
 

A Congregational Meeting is being 
called on Sunday, September 4, 2016 
immediately after worship for the 
purpose of nominating and electing 
two people to serve on the Elder 
Nominating Committee for the Elder 
Class of 2019. Please note that there 

will be no opportunity for escape between the Benediction 
and the start of this very brief meeting. 
 

 
 

On behalf of the Long Beach Community 
Food Pantry we would like to thank 
everyone who has been supporting our 
ongoing Food Drive and making it such a 
success. Please continue bringing items on 
Sundays and placing them in the basket at 
the front of the Sanctuary or by the door in 

McInnis-Wharton Hall. Your small act of kindness could be 
life changing for someone who otherwise would have 
nothing to eat. 
 

 
 

 



For the month of September we 
ask that you turn your thoughts to 
the tens of thousands of victims of 
last month’s catastrophic flooding 
in Louisiana and parts of 
Mississippi and Texas. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has already 
responded by sending needed emergency funds and 
deploying members of the National Response Team to 
assess the damage and begin organizing both immediate and 
long-term responses in the affected communities. Long after 
the initial wave of relief recedes with the waters, PDA will 
remain to accompany those impacted and to connect 
volunteers in the work of long-term recovery and 
rebuilding. The needs for the response will be great.  

Included in the September 4th Worship Guide will be an 
Insert talking about this worthy cause along with a reply 
form to use when making a donation. Donations may be 
made by check payable to Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and mailed directly to the address shown on the form or 
cash if dropped in the collection plate. Please include the 
appeal number (DR000191) on any checks sent so that the 
money will go to the Gulf Flooding. 

If making a cash donation in the collection plate, first place 
it along with the reply form in one of the envelopes 
provided on the back of each pew behind the Prayer Cards. 
This will ensure that any cash donations are kept separate 
from church tithings. At the end of the month we will 
forward all donations along with information supplied on 
the reply forms to PDA.  Any cash donations without reply 
forms will be submitted in the name of Long Beach 
Presbyterian Church. 

 
 

 

We are happy to announce that Long Beach Presbyterian 
Church now has its own informational website at: 

http://LBPCUSA.org 

In addition we now have an official email address for the 
church: 

LBPCUSA@outlook.com 

The site is still being updated but already has a calendar of 
events and basic information about the church. Please take a 
moment to check it out as it will be updated in conjunction 
with our Facebook page. 

The website is hosted by Grace Church Websites which also 
maintains the domain name registration and the general site 
layout for us at absolutely no cost. Grace was started in 
2016 by Don Vaccaro and his pastor and friend Reverend 
Dr. Boise Kimber to help churches, especially urban 
churches and small churches with limited resources, and has 
extended to other nonprofits. As of July 2016, Grace 
Church Websites has launched over 275 free websites to 
churches and other nonprofit organizations. 

 

You can now find and access our 
Facebook page even if you don’t 
have a Facebook account. Just go 

to facebook.com/LBPCUSA. You can then view the page 
without having to sign up for Facebook, although you will 
also have an option to do that too. If you do have a 
Facebook account, once you’re there click the  button 
and you will be notified when we post updates. 

 

Our readers for the month of 
September will be: 
 
 

  4th Bobby Thomas 18th Steve Dees 
 11th David Braud, Sr. 25th Tal Flurry 
 

 
 

 
 
We have been asked to please remember the following in 
our prayers: 

Barnett Family Matthew 
Buddy Bell Tom, Regina & Isaac McCarty 
Boswell Family Louise Ramsay 
Chelsea Tommy Underwood 
Clara Cupp Mary Westmoreland 
Jamie Tommie Wilson 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Long Beach Presbyterian Church has been 
chosen to host the next Presbytery Meeting 
in February 2017. The meeting will take 

place on February 3rd and 4th and will include 
representatives of PCUSA churches from all over 
Mississippi and South Alabama.  

 
 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be on Sunday, 
September 18, 2016 in the lounge immediately following 
the worship service. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

 Income Expenses Difference
(corrected) 

June 2016  $ 6,232.28 $ 2,393.60 $ 3,838.68
July 2016 $ 5,149.99  $ 2,135.84 $ 3,014.15
YTD 2016 $ 34,437.06 $ 19,921.01 $ 14,516.05

 
 

 
Submit your content for future issues of the Beacon by any 
of the following methods: 
 
By email: lbpcusa@outlook.com  
By hand: Give to Keith Cox, Ruth Lewis or place in the 

collection plate at Sunday Worship. 
By phone: Leave a message on the church answering 

machine at 228-863-7633. 
(Phone messages are checked on Saturdays) 
 
 
 

  
 
 

To have the Beacon emailed to you, please send a request including your name and 
email address to Lbpcusa@outlook.com. Please note that this will be maintained as 
a private email list and only used for Long Beach Presbyterian Church 
communications. 

The deadline for submissions to the 
October 2016 Beacon will be: 

WEDNESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2016


