
Sermon 161: Romans 12:9: Hate-Filled Christians

OUTLINE

God’s hatred
Our hatred

INTRODUCTION

If I say the phrase, ‘hate-filled Christians’ we would probably think of some of the bigoted 
pastors who have featured on the news.  For example, Steven Anderson, one reporter 
writes on his response to the 49 people gunned down in a Florida club last year, ‘The 
fundamentalist Christian pastor of an Arizona church is being condemned after he celebrated
the deaths of 49 people at an LGBT nightclub in Orlando in a hate-filled rant posted on 
YouTube.  Just hours after American’s worst mass shooting came to an end, Steven 
Anderson, pastor at Faithful Word Baptist Church in suburban Phoenix, unleashed a 
sickening tirade in which he said the victims deserved to die.  ‘The good news is that there’s
50 less pedophiles in this world, because, you know, these homosexuals are a bunch of 
disgusting perverts and pedophiles,’ Anderson said in the video.’1  Today we want to talk 
about being hate-filled Christians but this is not the sort of hate that Paul is talking about in 
Romans 12:9, ‘Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.’  

Last week we focused on how love is the headline of this list of duties, and how love is the 
key to our witness in the world today.  Second to love Paul speaks about our holiness as he 
talks about hate in the same verse as he calls us to love.  Paul calls us both to love and 
hate.  This verse jars with our present age.  We live in a sentimentalized, Disneyfied age 
where only positivity and warm eyed approval are associated with love.  So then the 
worldview of the 21st century is bankrupt and finds a verse with the words ‘love’ and ‘hate’ 
in it like Romans 12:9 practically incomprehensible.  The main problem is one of definitions. 
Our age is not able to define love as it has removed God who defines it and reduced it to 
lust or sentiment.  But more than that, the words ‘good’ and ‘evil’ are amorphous and 
vacuous concepts with no meaning.  This verse stands up against everything our present 
culture is about.  Firstly, it tells us that we can know good and evil, that they are objective 
that they are not self-determined or culturally determined conceptions.  Secondly, this verse
calls upon us to discern, to judge, to divide and to stand for something and against 
something else.  Thirdly, it calls for deep heart conviction and investment challenging the 
playful non-committing agnosticism of our pluralistic age.

We want to look at how we can be loving and hate filled Christians at the same time.  We 
will divide our topic up into two parts, we want to look first at how God who is live also 
hates as our template, and then look at how hate has a place in our lives as well.  

God’s hatred

We cannot understand what humanity is unless we first understand God, for we are made in
God’s image.  We are not divine, we are creatures, there is an infinite gap between God and
us, but there is an analogy between God and us.  The only way we can make sense of love 
and hate being in the same person is if we first see how they are at harmony in God.  

1 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-3639262/Orlando-shooting-victims-targeted-pastor-
s-hate-filled-rant.html



A shallow view of human behaviour puts various types of emotions in the bad category and 
others in the good.  Love, mercy, compassion, joy, these are positive and are put in the 
good category; but jealousy, anger, hatred, our mothers and fathers taught us all that these
are bad things.  This infantile approach to emotion is totally inadequate and does not reckon
with the fact that we are made in God’s image.  God is both love and hates.  God is both 
patient and jealous.  Our human capacity for these emotions is not created by the fall.  No, 
it is because God has these that we have them, the difference is that we are now sinful and 
He is holy.  We use them for selfish reasons, He is perfectly and unchangeably holy in all He
is.  There are differences in that He is impassable, and we are time bound and subject to 
change.  But there is an analogy between our emotions and God’s attributes.  

Let us consider God’s hatred then.  God does not hate in the same way that He loves.  God 
is love, but God is not hate.  God’s hatred is His justice/holiness in response to sin.  When 
Father, Son and Spirit were together before creation, there was love, but there was no 
hatred, because there was no sin to hate.  Think of love as God’s character, but hatred as 
the acting out of justice against sin.  God hates evil, and it is in this fashion that we are 
called to abhor evil in Romans 12:9.  We do not take our definition from our culture or self-
define it but fashion it on God who is perfect love and holiness.  

But we must not think that anger and love are not more deeply connected, we can all 
understand how love and hatred/anger can go hand in hand.  We can all understand it from 
the perspective of our relationships.  Think of parent and a child.  Have you ever been angry
at a child for their foolish self-harming actions?  Have you been extra angry because their 
actions were extra stupid and put them in greater harm?  C. S. Lewis put it this way, ‘Hot 
wrath, hot love.’  The greater the love, the greater the anger when the thing you love is 
harmed or opposed.  And, in relation to God he said, ‘God’s anger is the fluid that His love 
bleeds when you cut it.’  Another theologian put it this way, ‘God must be angry, a 
nonindignant God would be an accomplice in injustice, deception and violence.’  So we can 
see that in God anger and love, hatred and love are not opposed but are necessarily co-
existent.  If there is no strong feeling, then there is no love.  His strong love for humanity is 
part of the reason for His anger against sin.  

This is an aspect of God’s anger that we can relate to, but there is another aspect we must 
reckon with.  So far we have put forward the politically correct anger and hatred of God.  
We are all happy to believe in a God who gets angry when He is seeking our highest good.  
Many try and defend God’s anger by merely presenting this aspect.  This is one aspect, but 
there is more.  We dare not stop here and merely present God as the ultimate human rights
activist, or imply that judgement day is the day God only puts human rights matters 
straight.  Nor must we merely think of God as the ultimate eco-warrior who will restore 
creation and put away all thing harmful to the earth when Jesus comes again.  Sin is first 
and foremost against God, and His anger burns against not only things that hurt man and 
the earth, but that insult His glory and majesty.  In our country we would count a crime 
against the president twice as bad as a crime against a neighbour, moreso should we think 
this way when it comes to an infinitely Holy God who gives us existence and to whom all 
glory is due.  If sin were only those things done against man then hell would be a crime, but
since sin is something done against God, the reason for hell is not found in a man-centred 
but a God-centred value system.
  
We cannot hurt God though we can harm our neighbour, though many would kill God and 
rob Him of all His treasures if they could.  The severity of our sin is not measured like crime 
where the greater the act of harm the greater the punishment.  No, it is anything then that 
is against His person and will, whether expressed in His word or that will expressed in His 



design for His creation.  He has given us life and breathe and all good things, for this He is 
due all of our obedience. We are His and He has created us with a design and purpose, for 
this He should be obeyed.  He is infinitely glorious and worthy of all praise.  For this He 
should be given all we can give.  His laws are the wisest and the best for us, for this He 
should be submitted and gladly followed.  But no, we dethrone Him, we treat Him as if He 
were not there, or a liar, or not as He has revealed Himself.  We abuse His gifts, and replace
His will with ours.  His anger is equal to the seriousness of our sins.  Hell is God’s fair 
treatment of those who sin against infinite majesty.  God’s anger against sin burns hotter 
when against Him than against man, although all sin is against God, because he is of 
greater value than man.

  When Christians are called to hate what is evil.  We do not only hate that which is bad for 
mankind, we hate all things that are in opposition to God.  We love the things He loves and 
hates the things He hates.  It is for this reason that we cannot approve things that the 
government can legalise like abortion or homosexual marriage or drunkenness.  I would 
argue that it is Christianity alone because it has this biblical picture of God upon which our 
humanity is based is the only worldview that can consistently believe in good and evil, right 
and wrong. I remember picking up a hitchhiker on my way to Fairlie one day.  He was from 
the UK, about 20 years old.  I asked him if he believed in God, he said he was not sure.  So 
I volunteered that the present view of the world in the west, that we come from nothing by 
chance, and evolved to where we are by chance does not agree with our experience as 
human beings and our intuitive grasp of right and wrong.  I said that if you believe in 
evolution, there is no purpose behind your existence, no guiding hand, no right or wrong, no
plan being worked out, no destiny that we are headed to.  So if evolution is true you cannot 
argue for something to be right or wrong, that the punishment of crime was not based on a 
universal norm but was whatever the prevalent culture thought was a bad thing.  The 
evolutionary worldview cannot know what is good or evil, right or wrong, it can only speak 
descriptively not prescriptively.  And yet everything inside of us screams out for justice, that 
sin is real, that justice must be satisfied.  And so the West cannot decide on anything being 
right except to be intolerant of intolerance, to make the rule for all that no one can have the
rule for all, to make it truth that no one has the truth.  

Our hatred

We have seen how hatred is right and good in God, how then do we hate?  This is a most 
important question.  Hatred like a firearm is powerful and legal, it has a proper use but can 
do immense harm.  We must speak about our reactions to those things we disagree with.  
This generation has seen greater and faster changes to morals than any other before it.  We
have felt the fall from a mostly Christian worldview and value system to a Post-Christian one
in a sudden landslide.  Christians have gone on the offensive and been offensive.  One 
might think that any discussion of hatred should be avoided and we should over compensate
on the love side, but this is to allow the world and reaction and not the bible to determine 
the agenda.  We need to think deeply about how we are to hate.

The most common distinction used to help Christians is this one, to love the sinner but hate 
the sin.  It is simplistic but it is helpful.  There are all sorts of difficulties with it in that we 
are explicitly told that God is angry at the sinner and even hates them, Ps. 7:11, Prov. 6:16-
19.  However, from the point of view of a fallen sinner who has been redeemed and who 
has been given a mission to reach out and save other sinners, it is a helpful distinction.  It 
helps us see that we are to pursue the sinner who is sinning against God, yet all the while 
we disagree with their actions and are even deeply offended and grieved at them. 



I find that Jude 22-23 is very helpful, ‘And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by 
snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment 
stained by the flesh.’  Jude, the half-brother of Jesus is writing an epistle to the church to 
warn them about false teachers and to call them to faithfulness.  He speaks about how he 
wanted to write a nice encouraging letter about their common salvation, but given the times
he instead calls them to contend for the faith, v3.  Most of the letter describes the false 
teachers and speaks about their judgement.  Jude calls the Christians to prayer and faithful 
waiting, v20-21 and in these 2 verses speaks about how these believers ought to treat three
types of people who would be influenced by false teaching, perhaps even the false teachers 
themselves.  

The first thing you should see is that Jude does not write them off, he does not simply tell 
the Christians to shake the dust from their feet, but twice he uses the word ‘mercy’.  
Secondly, notice the call to show mercy while at the same time, doing it with fear, ‘hating 
even the garment stained by the flesh.’  Mercy and hatred in the same sentence but not 
directed towards the same object.  We can see Jude is aware of two important realities, 
firstly the necessity of the purity of the Christian as well as the need for sinners to be saved.
He seeks to communicate that the Christian remain pure as he reaches out in various ways. 
He speaks about snatching the unbeliever from the fire.  Think about this image.  When you
see a stick burning in the fire, you do not lingeringly put your hand in the fire, and then 
languidly hold onto a stick that is on fire.  There is heat and smoke and flame, and you pull 
the stick out and quickly release it.  This image is to impress upon the Christian that the 
unbeliever is in real danger and we must risk ourselves; but also that our reaching out to 
the lost is not to be done in such a way that we imbibe their actions and unbelief in the 
doing of it.  You will notice next he talks about having mercy, but with fear, fear of the sin 
knowing that the temptation that has taken them might take you too.  Hating the garment 
stained by the flesh is a word picture borrowed from the OT.

In Zechariah 3:1-5 we have a picture of Joshua the highpriest standing in a court room 
scene in a vision.  He as the representative of Israel who have been in exile in Babylon is 
portrayed as dressed in dirty garments, and is spoken of as a brand plucked from the fire 
v2.  Satan is there to accuse and seeks to bring judgement on the guilty.  But instead of 
judgement we see mercy, God provides a new garment in the place of dirty garments, He 
does not leave the brand in the fire but plucks it out.  Zech. 3:4, ‘And the angel said to 
those who were standing before him, "Remove the filthy garments from him." And to him he
said, "Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure 
vestments."’  Jude’s language reveals that this is the portion of scripture that he has in mind
when thinking of how we are to be towards the unbeliever.  We are not to be like satan who
accuses and hopes the fire takes them, but like God who hating the sin saves the sinner.     

The Christian is to be filled with a humble hatred.  We were once the one who was dressed 
in dirty garments, we were the ones who stood accused and had every right to be judged.  
But God had mercy on us.  Jesus died on the cross, he took my filthy garments and wore 
them, He was seen by God as dressed in my sins and died the death they deserved as 
penalty.  And when I trusted in Christ, when I asked God to have mercy on me, He took the
garment of Christ’s perfect holiness and dressed me in it so that I stand as holy in His sight. 
I dare not now stand in accusation against others pointing out their dirty garments, calling 
for judgement and pouring out vitriol.  How can one who deserved to die but has been 
saved do that, we do hate, but it is the sin and not the sinner.  We must pity those who are 
in the fire, we must see their pain, and be willing to risk harm in order to pull them out.  
This is how we are to be hate filled Christians.  To be a self-righteous judge and hater of 
sinners would make us like the unforgiving servant, who when forgiven much would not 



forgive another.  This is a sign that they have never understood the grace that has saved 
them.    

I find it instructive that in an age of racial divides and nationalism Paul calls for Christians 
not to hate other races or nationalities, but to hate evil.  The devil, his demons, sin, these 
are our real enemies and the source of the suffering and sin we see in the world today.  
People are puppets and we should turn our attention to the puppet masters seeking to 
rescue the puppets.  I believe Jesus is doing something like this when He prays, ‘Father 
forgive them, they know not what they do.’  Paul is aware of this when he tells us, Eph. 
6:12, ‘For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places.’

Let us not forget that a Christian is not merely defined by what they are against, by hating 
evil, but also by clinging to what is good.  That word ‘hold fast’ is one word in the Greek and
is a word that is used of a sexual union, 1 Cor. 6:16; it is a word of the deepest intimacy 
and connection.  Our association with goodness is not passing or shallow but we cling to it 
as a wife to her husband.  A Christian is to not only to be against things, but is to be a 
fertile field full of the fruits of the Spirit.  Sadly the state of Christians today is switched and 
more relaxed.  We do not see the clear black and white of hating evil and clinging to good, 
but being entertained by evil and sometimes being good.  

Now last week I shared from 1 John 3 on the fruit of salvation being love, and that those 
who hate are not Christians.  I have had more than one person come back to me wondering
whether they were saved because they struggle with hatred.  Let me give some 
clarifications about this before I close.  

Some people might think that I should not preach such a message if it is going to have that 
effect. No, I must, it is a good thing if you feel you might not be a Christian.  You see, it 
shows you that there is an area of your thinking where you have not yet applied the gospel 
to yourself.  If it is possible to shake you of your assurance, then be shaken and go back to 
the gospel to see how you can apply it consistently in that area of your life.  

But the basic question that one might have is this: can a Christian still struggle with hatred 
and anger?  The answer is most certainly yes.  The reason the unbeliever hates is because 
they have the capacity to hate resident in the fact they are made in the image of God, but 
on account of sin they employ that capacity to wrong ends.  And so instead of allowing the 
fuel of righteous anger to drive them towards putting away injustice they turn it into a 
weapon of mass destruction.  When you become a Christian you are not immediately 
glorified but have the Spirit give you a new heart with a new set of desires, but the old 
desires will be with you as long as you still have this unglorified body.  Old habits, old coping
mechanisms, old value systems, they are still with you and you need to be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind.  Growth is incremental and not immediate.  The main difference 
between a Christian and an unbeliever is Romans 7:22-23, ‘For I delight in the law of God, 
in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.’  The unbeliever 
is at enmity with God’s law he does not delight in it, his heart does not agree with God 
about his sins.  The Christian does agree and has a raging conflict in their hearts.  They feel 
the war between these two principles in themselves.  The war is proof of the new birth, if it 
bothers you, if you hate it, if you mourn your ungrateful heart that can still so easily hate 
others and not forgive them when God has forgiven you so mush, and the more see Gods 



love and forgiveness the more your mourn.  Good news, only a Christian can mourn in that 
fashion.

I will not make light of your sin, all sin is heinous and vile.  Confess it, wage war against it, 
but know that Christ has died to pay for even that sin.  The war is a sign of life and one day 
your calloused heart will be freed from that hatred.  Perhaps now you say with a bit more 
conviction, ‘Come Lord Jesus.’  

Christians are to be filled with hate, hatred towards that which is evil, whether they see it in 
themselves, the church of the world.  They are always on God’s side.  Yet it is a humble 
hatred that does not seek the destruction of the sinner but hopes to pluck them form the 
fire, but all the while they do it in fear recognising their own weakness to sin.  This is how 
we are to be both love filled and hate filled Christians       
    
   


