














3. The Transmitter of Prana. 

We have touched but little on the subject 

of the fire, the purpose of the etheric body 

being to convey it and distribute it to all 

parts of its system. We have dwelt on facts 

which might stimulate interest and 

emphasise the utility of this pranic vehicle. 

Certain facts need emphasis and 

consideration as we study this static ring 

and its circulating fires. Let me briefly 

recapitulate for the sake of clarity: 

The System receives prana from cosmic 

sources via three centres, and redistributes 

it to all parts of its extended influence, or 

to the bounds of the solar etheric web. 

This cosmic prana becomes colored by 

solar quality and reaches the furthest 

confines of the system. Its mission might 

be described as the vitalisation of the 

vehicle which is the physical material 

expression of the solar Logos.
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An endless circulation goes on that has 

neither a conceivable beginning nor 

possible end from the point of view of 

finite man, for its source and end are hid in 

the unknown cosmic fount. Were 

conditions everywhere perfected this 

circulation would proceed unimpeded 

and might result in a condition of almost 
endless duration, but limitation and 

termination result as the effects of 

imperfection giving place to a gradual 

perfection. Every cycle originates from 

another cycle of a relative completeness, 

and will give place ever to a higher spiral; 

thus eventuate periods of apparent 

relative perfection leading to those which 

are still greater.



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 

      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

The aim for this greater cycle is the 

blending, as we know, of the two fires 
of matter, latent and active, and their 
merging with the fires of mind and 
spirit till they are lost from sight in the 

general flame; the fires of mind and spirit 

burn up matter and thereby bring about 

liberation from the confining vehicles. 

The altar of earth is the birthplace of 

spirit, its liberator from the mother 

(matter), and its entrance into higher 

realms.
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We might here note a fact of interest, 

though of a mystery insoluble as yet to 

most of us, and that is, that these 

destructions by fire are part of the tests by 

fire of an initiation of that one of the 

Heavenly Men Whose karma is bound up 

with our earth. 

Each destruction of a portion of the web 

results in a greater facility of exit, and is in 

reality (when seen from the higher planes) 

a step forward and an expansion. A 

repetition of this takes place likewise in the 

system at the stated cycles.
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Once in the history of the race (in Lemurian 
days) this was seen in the destruction of the 
race and the continents by means of fire.45 
The Guides of the race at that time availed 
Themselves of just this very thing to bring 
about the finish of an inadequate form. The 
latent fire of matter (as seen in volcanic 
display, for instance) and the radiatory fire of 
the system were combined. Planetary 
kundalini and solar emanation rushed into 
conjunction, and the work of destruction 
was accomplished. The same thing may 
again be seen, only in matter of the second 
ether, and the effects therefore will be less 
severe owing to the rarity of this ether and 
the comparatively greater refinement of the 
vehicles. 

45In the Secret Doctrine, Vol. I, p. 473, footnote, the 

destruction of Lemuria by fire is hinted at, and in 

the Secret Doctrine, II, 149 footnote, the words 

occur, "Lemuria was not submerged but was 

destroyed by volcanic action, and afterward sank.''
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4. Disorders of the etheric body.  

We will now study the etheric body, and its 

ills and also its after death condition. This 

matter can be only briefly touched upon. 

All that may now be indicated is a general 

idea of the fundamental ailments to which 

the etheric may be subject, and the trend 

which applied medicine may later take 

when occult laws are better understood. 

One fact must here be brought out– a fact 

but little comprehended or even 

apprehended. This is the significant fact 

that the ills of the etheric vehicle, in the 

case of the microcosm, will be found 

likewise in the Macrocosm. Herein lies the 

knowledge that ofttimes explains the 

apparent miseries of nature. Some of the 

great world evils have their source in 

etheric ills, extending the idea of the etheric 

to planetary conditions and even to solar.
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Master DK is ever the healer—even in this 

presentation of His most cosmological 

work. –MDR’s commentary on TCF
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Disease is the Product of, and subject to, 

three influences. First, a man's past, wherein 

he pays the price of ancient error. Second, 

his inheritance, wherein he shares with all 

mankind those tainted streams of energy 

which are of group origin. Thirdly, he shares 

with all the natural forms that which the 

Lord of Life imposes on His body. These 

three influences are called "The Ancient Law 

of Evil Sharing." This must give place some 

day to that new Law of Ancient Dominating 

Good which lies behind all that God made. 

This law must be brought into activity by 

the spiritual will of man. –EH:29-30

Chrysalis
by Francis Donald
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As we touch upon the causes of etheric distress 
in man, their planetary and solar 
correspondences and reactions may perhaps 
be realised. We will need to bear carefully in 
mind when studying this matter, that all the 
diseases of the etheric body will appertain to 
its threefold purpose and be either: 

a. Functional and thereby affecting its 
apprehension of prana, 

b. Organic, and thereby affecting its 
distribution of prana, 

c. Static, and thereby affecting the web, when 
viewed solely from the angle of providing a 
physical ring-pass-not, and acting as a 
separator between the physical and the astral. 

These three different groups of functions or 
purposes are each of paramount interest, lead 
to totally different results, and react in a 
different manner both outwardly and inwardly.
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Viewed from the planetary standpoint the 
same conditions will be perceived, and the 
etheric planetary body (which is 
fundamentally the body in the case of the 
sacred planets, of which the Earth is not one) 
will have its functional disorders, which will 
affect its reception of prana, will suffer its 
organic troubles which may affect its 
distribution, and those disorders which 
permit of trouble in the etheric web, which 
forms the ring-pass-not for the involved 
planetary Spirit. Here I would point out that in 
the case of the planetary Spirits Who are on 
the divine evolutionary arc, the Heavenly Men 
Whose bodies are planets, the etheric web 
does not form a barrier, but (like the Karmic 
Lords on a higher plane) They have freedom 
of movement outside the bounds of the 
planetary web within the circumference of 
the solar ring-pass-not.46
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Another important hint is given: for the 
sacred planets, the etheric body is 
“fundamentally the body”. A sacred planet is 
one in which the informing Intelligence has 
taken the planetary fifth initiation. Such Logoi 
have overcome the magnetic influence of the 
dense physical vehicle, which the Logos of 
Earth has not. For the Lotus of Earth, the 
dense physical vehicle is still fundamentally 
the body. –MDR’s commentary on TCF
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Viewed from the planetary standpoint the 
same conditions will be perceived, and the 
etheric planetary body (which is 
fundamentally the body in the case of the 
sacred planets, of which the Earth is not one) 
will have its functional disorders, which will 
affect its reception of prana, will suffer its 
organic troubles which may affect its 
distribution, and those disorders which 
permit of trouble in the etheric web, which 
forms the ring-pass-not for the involved 
planetary Spirit. Here I would point out that in 
the case of the planetary Spirits Who are on 
the divine evolutionary arc, the Heavenly Men 
Whose bodies are planets, the etheric web 
does not form a barrier, but (like the Karmic 
Lords on a higher plane) They have freedom 
of movement outside the bounds of the 
planetary web within the circumference of 
the solar ring-pass-not.46



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 
      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

Viewed from the planetary standpoint the 
same conditions will be perceived, and the 
etheric planetary body (which is 
fundamentally the body in the case of the 
sacred planets, of which the Earth is not one) 
will have its functional disorders, which will 
affect its reception of prana, will suffer its 
organic troubles which may affect its 
distribution, and those disorders which 
permit of trouble in the etheric web, which 
forms the ring-pass-not for the involved 
planetary Spirit. Here I would point out that in 
the case of the planetary Spirits Who are on 
the divine evolutionary arc, the Heavenly Men 
Whose bodies are planets, the etheric web 
does not form a barrier, but (like the Karmic 
Lords on a higher plane) They have freedom 
of movement outside the bounds of the 
planetary web within the circumference of 
the solar ring-pass-not.46



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 
      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

46 The planetary Spirit is another term for 

the Logos of our planet, one of the "seven 

Spirits before the Throne," and therefore one 

of the seven Heavenly Men. He is on the 

evolutionary arc of the universe, and has 

passed many stages beyond the human. 

The planetary Entity is on the involutionary 

arc and is a very low grade Entity. He is the 

sum total of all the elemental lives of the 

planet.



All the involutionary lives, as earlier pointed 

out, form the vehicles for the spirit of the 

planet, or the planetary entity, who is the 

sumtotal of the elemental essences in 

process of involution. He holds a position (in 

relation to a Heavenly Man) analogous to 

that held by the different elementals that go 

to the make-up of man's three bodies, 

physical, astral and mental, and he is—like 

all manifesting beings—threefold in his 

nature, but involutionary. –TCF:302
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Again from the systemic standpoint, these 
same effects may be observed, functionally, 
this time in connection with the cosmic 
centre; organically, in connection with the 
sum total of the planetary systems; and 
statically, in connection with the solar or 
logoic ring-pass-not. 

We might now, for purposes of clarity, take 
up these three groups separately and briefly 
touch upon them and hint (for more will not 
be possible) at methods of cure and of 
adjustment.



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 
      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

Again from the systemic standpoint, these 
same effects may be observed, functionally, 
this time in connection with the cosmic 
centre; organically, in connection with the 
sum total of the planetary systems; and 
statically, in connection with the solar or 
logoic ring-pass-not. 

We might now, for purposes of clarity, take 
up these three groups separately and briefly 
touch upon them and hint (for more will not 
be possible) at methods of cure and of 
adjustment.



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 
      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

As we touch upon the causes of etheric 
distress in man, their planetary and solar 
correspondences and reactions may perhaps 
be realised. We will need to bear carefully in 
mind when studying this matter, that all the 
diseases of the etheric body will appertain to 
its threefold purpose and be either: 

a. Functional and thereby affecting its 
apprehension of prana, 

b. Organic, and thereby affecting its 
distribution of prana, 

c. Static, and thereby affecting the web, when 
viewed solely from the angle of providing a 
physical ring-pass-not, and acting as a 
separator between the physical and the astral. 

These three different groups of functions or 
purposes are each of paramount interest, lead 
to totally different results, and react in a 
different manner both outwardly and 
inwardly.
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What is the cosmic centre from which our 

solar system receives the prana which it will 

then qualify? If analogy holds good, it will be 

from an Entity in which our solar system acts 

as a chakra, and therefore from the cosmic 

Entity which expresses through seven sacred 

Suns (i.e., which expresses through the Seven 

Solar Systems of which ours is One.  –MDR’s 

commentary on TCF
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a. Microcosmic functional disorders. These 
have to do with the reception by man, via the 
necessary centres, of the pranic fluids. We 
must always bear in mind, and thus keep the 
distinction clear, that these emanations of 
prana have to do with the heat latent in 
matter; when received and functioning 
through the etheric body correctly, they co-
operate with the natural latent bodily 
warmth, and (merging therewith) hold the 
body in a vitalised condition, imposing upon 
the matter of the body a certain rate of 
vibratory action that leads to the necessary 
activity of the physical vehicle, and the right 
functioning of its organs. It will, therefore, be 
apparent that the A. B. C. of bodily health is 
wrapped up in the right reception of prana, 
and that one of the basic changes that must 
be made in the life of the human animal 
(which is the aspect we are dealing with now) 
will be in the ordinary conditions of living.
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"He who breathes forth the OM knows not himself alone. He knows the 

breath is prana, life, the fluid of connection. The ills of life are his because 

they are the lot of man—not generated in a shell, because the shell is not. 

He who is the SOUND and sounding forth knows not disease, knows not 

the hand of death.” –EH:131
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Latent or interior fire produces the internal heat 

which makes the solar system productive of all 

forms of life. It is the inherent warmth that causes 

all fertilisation, whether human, animal, or 

vegetable. 

Active or radiatory fire retains in life, and causes 

the evolution of all that has evolved into 

objectivity by means of latent fire. –TCF:53
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The love aspect shows itself through the heart, 

the circulatory system and the nervous system. 

This is in many ways most important for you to 

understand, for it controls paramountly the 

etheric body and its assimilation of prana or 

vitality. This prana works through both the blood 

and the nerves, for the life force uses the blood 

stream and psychic force works through the 

nervous system. –EH:106



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 
      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

a. Microcosmic functional disorders. These 
have to do with the reception by man, via the 
necessary centres, of the pranic fluids. We 
must always bear in mind, and thus keep the 
distinction clear, that these emanations of 
prana have to do with the heat latent in 
matter; when received and functioning 
through the etheric body correctly, they co-
operate with the natural latent bodily 
warmth, and (merging therewith) hold the 
body in a vitalised condition, imposing upon 
the matter of the body a certain rate of 
vibratory action that leads to the necessary 
activity of the physical vehicle, and the right 
functioning of its organs. It will, therefore, be 
apparent that the A. B. C. of bodily health is 
wrapped up in the right reception of prana, 
and that one of the basic changes that must 
be made in the life of the human animal 
(which is the aspect we are dealing with now) 
will be in the ordinary conditions of living.



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 
      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

a. Microcosmic functional disorders. These 
have to do with the reception by man, via the 
necessary centres, of the pranic fluids. We 
must always bear in mind, and thus keep the 
distinction clear, that these emanations of 
prana have to do with the heat latent in 
matter; when received and functioning 
through the etheric body correctly, they co-
operate with the natural latent bodily 
warmth, and (merging therewith) hold the 
body in a vitalised condition, imposing upon 
the matter of the body a certain rate of 
vibratory action that leads to the necessary 
activity of the physical vehicle, and the right 
functioning of its organs. It will, therefore, be 
apparent that the A. B. C. of bodily health is 
wrapped up in the right reception of prana, 
and that one of the basic changes that must 
be made in the life of the human animal 
(which is the aspect we are dealing with now) 
will be in the ordinary conditions of living.



THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA 

   I. The nature of the etheric body 

       • Its Purpose and Description 
      • Eight Statements 

 II. The Nature of Prana 

      • Solar Prana 
      • Planetary Prana 
      • The Prana of Forms 

III. THE FUNCTION OF THE ETHERIC BODY 

      • It is the receiver of prana 
      • It is the assimilator of prana 
      • It is the transmitter of prana 

      • Disorders of the etheric body 

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers 
      • The planetary Logos and the ethers 
      • Cosmic and systemic ethers 
      • Protective purpose of etheric body 

 V. Death and the etheric body 
      • Microcosmic death 
      • Macrocosmic pralaya

The three fundamental centres whereby 

reception is brought about must be 

allowed to function with greater freedom, 

and with less restriction. Now, owing to 

centuries of wrong living, and to basic 

mistakes (originating in Lemurian days) 

man's three pranic centres are not in good 

working order. The centre between the 

shoulder blades is in the best receptive 

condition, though owing to the poor 

condition of the spinal column (which in so 

many is out of accurate alignment), its 

position in the back is apt to be misplaced. 

The splenic centre near the diaphragm is 

sub-normal in size and its vibration is not 

correct. In the case of the aboriginal 

dwellers in such localities as the South Seas, 

better etheric conditions will be found; the 

life they lead is more normal (from the 

animal standpoint) than in any other 

portion of the world.
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The three fundamental centres whereby 

reception is brought about must be 

allowed to function with greater freedom, 

and with less restriction. Now, owing to 

centuries of wrong living, and to basic 

mistakes (originating in Lemurian days) 

man's three pranic centres are not in good 

working order. The centre between the 

shoulder blades is in the best receptive 

condition, though owing to the poor 

condition of the spinal column (which in so 

many is out of accurate alignment), its 

position in the back is apt to be misplaced. 

The splenic centre near the diaphragm is 

sub-normal in size and its vibration is not 

correct. In the case of the aboriginal 

dwellers in such localities as the South Seas, 

better etheric conditions will be found; the 

life they lead is more normal (from the 

animal standpoint) than in any other 

portion of the world.



1. Between the shoulder blades, 

2. Above the diaphragm, 

3. And the spleen –TCF:98
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The race suffers from certain incapacities, 

which may be described as follows: 

First. Inability to tap pranic currents, owing 

to the unhealthy lives passed by so many. 

This involves the cutting off of the source of 

supply, and the consequent atrophying and 

shrinkage of the receptive centres. This is 

seen in an exaggerated form in the children 

of the congested quarters of any great city, 

and in the vitiated anemic dwellers of the 

slums. The cure is apparent—the bringing 

about of better living conditions, the 

employment of more appropriate clothing, 

and the adoption of a freer and more 

salubrious mode of living. When the pranic 

rays can find free access to the shoulders, 

and to the diaphragm, the subnormal state 

of the average spleen will adjust itself 

automatically.
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Second. Over-ability to tap pranic currents. 

The first type of functional disorder is 

common and widespread. Its reverse can be 

found where conditions of life are such that 

the centres (through too direct and 

prolonged submittal to solar emanation) 

become overdeveloped, vibrate too rapidly, 

and receive prana in too great an amount. 

This is rarer, but is found in some tropical 

countries, and is responsible for much of 

the troublesome debility that attacks 

dwellers in these lands. The etheric body 

receives prana or solar rays too rapidly, 

passes it through and out of the system 

with too much force, and this leaves the 

victim a prey to inertia and devitalisation. 
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Putting it otherwise, the etheric body 

becomes lazy, is like an unstrung web, or 

(to use a very homely illustration) it 

resembles a tennis racket which has 

become too soft, and has lost its resilience. 

The inner triangle transmits the pranic 

emanations with too great rapidity, giving 

no time for the subsidiary absorption, and 

the whole system is thereby the loser. Later 

it will be found that many of the ills that 

Europeans, living in India, fall heir to, 

originate in this way; and by attention, 

therefore, to the spleen, and by wise 

control of living conditions, some of the 

trouble may be obviated.
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In touching upon similar conditions in the 

planet, both these types of trouble will be 

found. More cannot be said, but in the wise 

study of solar radiation upon the surface of 

the planet in connection with its rotary 

action, some of the group rules of health 

may be comprehended and followed. The 

spirit of the planet (or the planetary entity) 

likewise has his cycles, and in the 

absorption of planetary prana, and in its 

correct distribution, lies the secret of 

fertility and equable vegetation. Much of 

this is hidden in the fabled story of the war 

between fire and water, which has its basis 

in the reaction of the fire latent in matter, to 

the fire emanating outside of matter, and 

playing upon it.
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Fire always carries forward esoterically that 
which water has begun. –EA:287


