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Annual Church Meeting (Joint) 

  1. Opening Prayer 

  2. Apologies for absence 

  3. Minutes of the previous meeting 

  4. Matters arising 

  5. Election of Churchwardens 

  6. Presentation of Electoral Roll 

  7. Deanery Synod 
 a. Report on the proceedings of the Deanery Synod (Page 3) 
 b. Election of Deanery Synod reps 

  8. Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
 a. Report on the proceedings of the PCC (Page 3) 
 b. Election of PCC 

  9. Report on the Fabric of the Church (Page 4) 

10. Highlights over the year (Page 7) 

11. Finance (Page 9) 

12. Ministry Reports (Page 25) 

13. Reorganisation Update 

14. Close 

15. Short Communion service 
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Deanery Synod 

The Area Dean, Mark Fraser, opened the meeting on the 6th June and stated 
that we have come together today to listen and learn from one another. The 
group were split up into small groups to discuss how each parish had tried 
something new to grow disciples. There was then an opportunity to pray for 
the parish. 

At the meeting on the 27th September a video was watched and Mark spoke 
about the changes the Diocese will be making to the way that the Deanery 
Share will be allocated. Katharine will send out a link of the video and booklet 
to all Synod members. Mark welcomed Tors Ramsey, the newly appointed 
Church Growth Organiser. Tors then gave a short talk on her experience 
working in the Exeter Diocese where she had established a new worshipping 
community and how she hoped to implement these processes here. Exploring 
Opportunity for Mission in our own communities was then presented by Phil 
Marsh and Jane Gray. Tables were set up for each parish with a maps on each 
table showing your area along with a booklet of Deanery stories. A short talk 
and a power point presentation was then given by Phil and Jane which helped 
the meeting explore opportunities, ideas and mission in their own 
communities. A number of simple tools to help churches look at their parishes 
with fresh eyes were offered and introduced. Jane spoke about how she came 
to faith through prayer walking. 

The purpose of the Parochial Church Council (according to the PCC Powers 
Measures 1956) is to “cooperate with the minister in promoting in the parish 
the whole mission of the church, pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical”. 

Individuals are elected by and from the congregation together with a number 
of co-opted and ex-officio members including the Rector, Churchwardens and 
Deanery Synod representatives. Agendas and minutes of meetings are 
routinely posted on the notice board in the Church. 

Unsurprisingly, finances and buildings continue to dominate PCC meetings at 
all five churches, and will probably always do so! Finances, particularly in the 
amount of Parish Share that the Diocese are requesting, continues to be of 
concern, with all five of our churches feeling the amounts requested 
unsustainable in the long term. The building too continues to take up a large 
proportion of PCC meetings, not only regarding repairs but also in looking to 
put the building to greater use.  

The PCCs all agreed to reorganise as a single parish, which will hopefully 
happen within the next couple of months. 

The PCCs gratefully acknowledge and are immensely thankful for the many 
contributions of service made by volunteers in all areas of ministry at our 
churches throughout the past year.

PCC 
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Barton 

Once the faculty was approved we went ahead 
and had the lights installed along the edge of the 
path, this has made a big difference and lights 
up the path and also part of the church yard; we 
feel it was well worth the money. At the flower 
festival last year part of the wooden floor, at the 
front of the church, gave way and a temporary 
repair was done, this has now been repaired properly. During the Christmas 
Tree festival a piece of wooden floor behind the door gave way and we have 
now had this repaired, hopefully we won’t have any more mishaps. More 
recently the fan decided to stop working on the number two boiler, so with 
the repair on the number one last year and this repair we shouldn’t have any 
more trouble with heating. 

Carole Edis (Churchwarden) 

 

Gotham 

The new convector radiators in church are proving 
effective and the level of comfort in the colder 
weather has definitely improved. However, we still 
suffer from downdrafts from the clerestory 
windows which is unsolvable due to the very 
nature of the building which was not constructed 
with thermal insulation in mind! The fixed 
electrical wiring has recently been routinely inspected for both the church and 
hall. At the time of preparing this report the formal outcome is awaited but 
verbally I understand there is nothing major. PAT testing of electrical 
appliances has also been undertaken, similarly the formal report is awaited 
but again no serious problems are expected. An estimate is awaited to 
provide for a light sensor to the tower entrance external light and make 
suggestions as to how we can provide lighting to the footpath along the south 
side of the churchyard which is very dark and is the secondary exit route from 
the church in any emergency. Health and Safety procedures are in course of 
preparation to ensure we comply with current requirements and that church 
members acting as stewards or welcomers are briefed as to what action needs 
to be taken in the event of an emergency. The Church Hall is becoming a 
cause for concern as it is underused and in need of repair and renovation. The 
PCC is of the view that it would be unwise to consider investigating grant aid 
and fund raising unless there is a new vision as to a viable use of the building. 
With this in mind, a consultation exercise with the village as a whole is being 
undertaken to seek ideas and suggestions that might be considered as the 
only alternatives are conversion or sale.  
David Power 

Fabric 
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Kingston 

The roof, tower, porch, walls and windows are in 
good repair. In certain areas inside the sandstone 
runs. However, having taken advice from 
stonemasons and church inspectors, there is little 
that can be done to stop this from happening. The 
church furniture and floor are also in good repair. 
The grass in the churchyard is cut by contractors, but the rest of the work 
that has been done there has been done by Graham Grocock, for which we 
are extremely grateful. 

Angie Howard (Churchwarden) 

 

Ratcliffe 

We have had a busy year with a very successful 
joint Harvest and Christening Service on 9th 
September where 130 people attended. Our 
Autumn Fair in October was well attended raising 
vital funds totalling £1,085. Our Compline Service ran successfully during the 
months of June, July and August led by volunteers from our cluster of 
churches. Our Promise Programme in April was not as successful as we had 
hoped with no new regular givers although there were a number of one-off 
donations to the church. In September we completed the electrical rewiring of 
the church having received grants totalling £1,000 towards the cost of this 
work. This was carried out by Ontop Electrical based in Arnold. The total cost 
for the re-wiring came to £4,291. We purchased new outside lights but used 
the existing light fittings in the church as the contractor was able to modify 
them to comply with the present day wiring regulations. However, we had to 
purchase new lights in the chancel as the existing ones were too old to be 
used again. The old lights were sold on eBay for £45 and the old scrap wiring 
with some lead content was sold for £76.44 to R & Z Auto Salvage. We are 
now fully compliant for the future years ahead. Our joint Remembrance 
Service with Kingston was held this year in Ratcliffe and led by Andrew Third 
and it was good to see our Church full of people. Last year we had applied to 
the War Graves Trust to renovate the Gordon Clarke memorial a WWI stone 
where the lead lettering has failed badly. Unfortunately we were not 
successful with this application but have an opportunity to re-apply before 
April 2019. We have cleaned the memorial as requested and are waiting to 
apply for a grant. High level repairs to the louvres and cleaning to the spire 
was carried out by Horizon in February 2019 which took one week. This 
required a steeplejack and ladders on the outside of the spire as seen in the 
photographs over the page. The spire openings have had mesh fitted to 
prevent the birds from nesting inside the tower and spire. Thirty two slate 
louvres have been fitted and gutter guards fitted on the north side of the nave 

Fabric 
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and also on the south side of the 
south aisle. The guards should 
prevent us from annually clearing 
the gutters of leaves which block 
the down pipes. The cost of this 
work is £6,501 incl VAT. The altar 
window has given concern as 
daylight can be seen all around 
several of the diamond shaped 
glass panes. This has now been 
supported by Fablon which the workmen from Horizon 
fitted for us after completing their work on the spire. 
The Fablon is a sticky-back clear plastic material and should hold the glass in 
place until this window can be examined. We continue to keep watch on the 
pointing on the east wall of the chancel and the window on the east end of the 
south isle where the glazing is showing its age. The church continues to be 
open daily between 09:00 to 16:00 every day. We have had many visitors 
over the last year and they give generously in our collection box. 

Janet State (Churchwarden) 

 

Thrumpton 

The last Quinquennial inspection which was carried 
out in November 2015 identified no major defects. 
In each of the last two years reports I have referred 
to woodworm particularly affecting areas of the 
woodblock flooring under the seating within the 
Nave. During last summer the whole area was 
thoroughly inspected prior to a very substantial amount of repair work, total 
renewal of a large area of the woodblock flooring being carried out. Once this 
repair work was completed the whole area was resealed. This work was 
undertaken by a small group but was given huge physical support by the 
village. The same group intend relaying/repairing areas of the floor tiling 
within the chancel this summer. We have recently had substantial H & S work 
undertaken looking after the trees; this is a continual issue for us. We have a 
group of villagers who undertake Churchyard tidies at intervals throughout 
the year; supplemented by many others when needed. We currently have 
small areas of roof tile replacement plus pointing repairs to part of the gables, 
the boundary wall and the paving this work will be done shortly. The gutters 
have been inspected and cleaned plus the removal of a small shrub from the 
roof has been undertaken by us. There's a need for repair of cement pointing 
above the flashing on the tower roof. Finally the gates need repainting. The 
above works will all be carried out shortly. 

John Collins (Churchwarden) 

Fabric 
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Evangelism - Community 

Have run the Just10 course in all 5 villages looking at the 10 Commandments 
for today. 
Mothering Sunday assembly at Gotham school where flowers were handed out 
to children and over 100 parents attended. 
Handed out hot cross buns and Easter advertising at school gates on Maundy 
Thursday. 
Film “Risen” shown in Church on Easter Saturday. 
Easter eggs taken to Wollaton Care Home again. 
Barton and Gotham held Christmas Tree Festivals. 

 

 

Sunday Services 

Easter sunrise service at the Well House followed by breakfast. 
Our sermon series this year have been on Malachi and James. 
Lindsey Briggs leading services at Kingston alongside Angie. 
Sonya led the Harvest service at Kingston. 
Carole Edis and Sylvia Cutts continue to lead services at Barton. 
Anne Farnsworth leading services at Gotham. 
Fiona leading Gathering services. 
Barton, Kingston, Thrumpton and Gotham each held a Christingle Service. 
Fiona led Gotham’s Family Crib Service. 
 
 

 

Small Groups 

Our Bible study groups have run the Discipleship Explored course, along with 
studying Romans, 2 Peter, Acts 1-12, 2 Timothy, Mark, Amos, Revelation. 
Once a month various folk have been doing Wayne Grudem’s Christian Beliefs 
course. 
 

 

Highlights over the year 
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Mission 

Nigel continues to be involved in Sierra Leone. 
Richard worked on Reception at Keswick Convention. 
151 Shoeboxes collected. 
John Edmonds arranged carol singing in Gotham pubs. 
 
 

 

Children & Youth Ministry 

Jo Leatherland continues as YfC Key Worker at East Leake Academy. 
Gotham Primary School visits to church. 
Open the Book continues going into Gotham School once a fortnight with a 
team from across the 5 churches. 
Thanksgiving for Gift of Child service for Daisy-Grace Taylor at Ratcliffe, 
followed by baptism. 
Youth event tea at Normanton attended by 50 people from the 12 churches. 
Participated in Diocesan initiative YoungLIFE. 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care - Church Family 

Funerals of Pauline Wright, Norman Beeby. 
Church is GDPR compliant courtesy of iKnow Church software. 
Compline services during Holy Week at Gotham were led by Sonya, Anne 
Farnsworth & Margaret Heys. 
Reorganisation Working Group continues to progress the reorganisation of the 
453 Churches. 
Alannah confirmed by Bishop Paul at Clifton. 
Cluster Supper event at Kingston Village Hall. 
Church dinner at The Cuckoo attended by 29 people. 

 

Highlights over the year 
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Barton 

Although the Parishioners of St George’s Church Barton–in–Fabis are 
extremely generous with their financial support of the Church we were unable 
to pay the full amount of Parish Share requested by Southwell. This year, as 
previously, we were also unable to make our payments monthly but had to 
pay in two instalments which allowed us to raise the money first. This year we 
were only able to pay the 95% figure and although we hope to be able to pay 
the full amount in 2019 looking at our current finances it is very unlikely that 
we will even make the 93.6% (stretch) figure. The Parish share now takes all 
the covenanted finance and most of the money which is raised by supporters 
of St George to keep the church in good working order. This money was 
raised by holding a number of events throughout the year. The main fund 
raisers were a Frog Race, the Summer Fair, the Flower Festival and the 
Christmas Market plus a new fund raiser The Picnic in the Park. There were 
also many smaller events organised during the year including the monthly 
lunches and coffee mornings which as well as raising money are community 
events enjoyed by many members of the village. During the year we have 
donated money to Rainbows Hospice, Framework and the Royal British 
Legion. We are very fortunate in having a village which supports its church so 
generously and in turn we are able to assist those less fortunate than 
ourselves and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future. 

Liz Thornton (Treasurer) 

 

Gotham 

General Account Nat. West. Bank (including unpresented cheques) is 
£10,016.21. Bell Fund Account (Restricted for bells only) is £1,383.03. Cash 
in hand is £69.72. Our assets are therefore £11,468.96. 

We used all the fabric/repairs money apart from £234 in paying bills, mainly 
for the heating, having also received grants and donations, and I am still 
transferring £200 per month to build up that fund again. The Christmas Tree 
Festival raised £776.97 for Church funds and we had a donation of £250 from 
the quilter group. At the end of November we had a Gift Aid tax refund of 
£1,484.32, a total of £7,332.95 during the year, also a covenanted amount 
larger than usual was received at the end of November. The Christmas 
collections also helped, and telling people the cost of heating the church. We 
have decided to ask for an Open Church contribution of £2 for refreshments, 
and also have a collection on Tuesday morning Communion service, which we 
have not done before. Plans are also afoot for a Community Cinema in church 
during the darker months. While we cannot charge for entry, donations can be 
made and refreshments sold. We ended 2018 on a positive note with a 
wonderful Christmas tree festival which was supported by 48 village groups. 
The community spirit and working together was appreciated by everyone and 

Finance 
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Finance 

plans are already being prepared for Christmas 2019! Meetings have taken 
place with Steve Cumberland for a Promise Programme. This is now well 
under way with a hog roast booked for the Parish Supper early May, and we 
have gone into 2019 with hope and joy.   

Christine Smith (Treasurer) 

 

Kingston 

Kingston PCC has seen a decrease of around 3.5% in the balance sheet and 
funds available to it during 2018. The day to day trading activities (excl bank 
interest) saw a loss of (£4,700) across the year. Bank interest, £2,150 offset 
some of this, but adverse investment conditions saw the Investment Funds 
fall by (£900), so overall, the decrease in funds was (£3,400). Money in the 
deposit account and HSBC current account fell by (£2,500) reflecting the need 
to withdraw funds to pay the excess of expenditure over income. 

Income (incl bank interest) stood at £13,759 – flat compared with 2017. The 
Midsummer Chamber concert raised £435 (after costs), the proceeds from 
which were split between the Church and the DEC East Africa Appeal. This 
year’s concert will be held on 20th July 2019. Income was also down as Gift 
Aid recovery was not processed in the Financial Year, but we received a 
similar amount from the collection at the funeral of Norman Beeby. We are 
most grateful to the Beeby family for this generous donation. A planned giving 
campaign provoked limited interest, but c. £1,000 extra has been pledged, 
which will help offset the natural decline we face year on year. Outgoings at 
£16,310 were similar to 2017 where, despite a further reduction in Parish 
Share of £1,700, the amounts for general running costs increased and we had 
the additional overhead of the quinquennial inspection. 

As ever the focus is on generating fresh income and curtailing unnecessary 
expenditure wherever possible. 

David Woodhouse (Treasurer) 

 

Ratcliffe 

The giving campaign covering the whole village carried out in April produced 
only a modest increase in regular income but brought in two single donations 
amounting to £600. Donations through the collection plate were boosted 
significantly by higher attendance, more generous giving and a well attended 
christening and other donations, including donated items sold on eBay, 
amounted to £878. All together the total for regular giving, all donations and 
gift aid recovered of £7,064 was the largest for many years. There were no 
funerals or weddings in the year but the Autumn Fair continues to grow and 
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produced a profit of £1,085. Other sources of income were minor but it is 
worth noting that the return from the money invested with CCLA was almost 
4%. Total income of £9,117 was significantly more than last year. Parish 
Share paid of £6,943 was 95% of the amount requested by the Diocese and 
equalled 76% of total income, a level that is not sustainable in the long term. 
Donations of £749 were made in the year and running costs were similar to 
previous years apart from exceptional costs of £4,855 for electrical 
refurbishment, with the pain lessened by grants of £1,000. The overall result 
was a balance on the current account but a deficit of £5,134 when the repair 
work is taken into account. The reserves are still sufficient to carry out any 
major repair work required in the future.  

Graham Grocock (Treasurer) 

 

Thrumpton 

Thrumpton PCC 2018 accounts show a deficit of income over expenditure. 

Factors worthy of note are: 

1. During the year very little was spent on maintenance and repairs 
and clearly this is not going to be the case regularly. The Church 
building and surrounding churchyard will need continuing 
expenditure in most years to maintain good order. 

2. The money generated by the Annual Open Gardens and Flower 
Festival was a record in 2018 raising over £3,000. This event is 
heavily reliant on the weather and the nature of the event is under 
review with no guarantee of similar success each year. 

3. Weddings in the Church have reduced considerably in number with 
current future bookings at a low level. 

4. Whilst Thrumpton paid a record amount of its Parish Share it did not 
remit the full allocated amount. 

In short, the financial position remains stable but careful stewardship has to 
remain the byword. 

David Greenwood (Treasurer) 

Finance 
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St George’s Church, Barton-in-Fabis 

 

Statement of financial activities 

for the year ended 31st December 

Incoming Resources 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Voluntary income   

Covenants 5,335 5,949 

Income tax recovered - 3,556 

Collections, boxes and fees 1,345 817 

Grants and legacies 16,493 - 

Sundry donations 647 598 

   

Activities for generating funds    

Fetes, bazaars and other fundraising 8,353 9,113 

    

Income from investments   

Bank interest 

(Unrestricted: £38, Restricted: £240) 

14 278 

    

Extraordinary income (Restricted)   

Compensation for compulsory land purchase - 10,000 

   

Church activities   

Church fees 1,537 615 

Land rent (Restricted) 100 100 

    

Total Incoming Resources 

(Unrestricted: £20,686, Restricted: £10,340) 

33,824 31,026 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities 
as at 31st December 

Assets 

 Bank Balance:    £16,965 (2017: £17,241) 

 Prepayments & Accrued Income: £10,000 (2017: £-) 

 Unrestricted Funds:   £16,557 (2017: £17,173) 

 Restricted Funds:    £10,409 (2017: £69) 
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Resources Used 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Church activities   

Southwell Diocesan Quota 9,972 10,500 

Heating, lighting and water 1,128 1,340 

Insurance 2,801 2,968 

General repairs and maintenance 915 665 

Incumbent’s and staff expenses 1,122 651 

Upkeep of services & other sundry expenses 565 119 

Organist fees 160 200 

Photocopying and stationery - - 

Major works (Church lights) 5,880 2,869 

Sundry donations 830 538 

   

Cost of generating voluntary income   

Cost of fetes, bazaars & other fundraising events 1,733 1,372 

    

Governance costs   

Professional fees 75 80 

   

Total Resources Used 25,161 21,302 

   

Net Movement in Funds 

(Unrestricted: (£616), Restricted: £10,340) 

8,663 9,724 

Fund balances brought forward 

(Unrestricted: £17,173, Restricted: £69) 8,579 17,242 

Fund balances carried forward 

(Unrestricted: £16,557, Restricted: £10,409) 17,242 26,966 

St George’s Church, Barton-in-Fabis 

Statement of financial activities 
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St Lawrence Church, Gotham 

Receipts and Payments 

for the year ended 31st December 

 

Receipts 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Planned giving 26,836.10 29,252.65 

Collections and other giving  (Unrestricted: £5,136.38, 

      Designated: £200.00) 

3,990.79 5,336.38 

Other voluntary receipts       (Unrestricted: £1,305.85, 

      Designated: £2,510.00,  

3,134.78 

 

3,865.85 

Gift Aid recovered          (Unrestricted: £6,914.50, 

     Designated: £418.45) 

6,832.68 7,332.95 

Other receipts          (Unrestricted: £4,025.99, 

      Restricted: £31.19) 4,461.40 4,057.18 

Activities for generating funds 4,368.00 4,566.97 

Receipts from church activities 3,207.00 1,502.00 

Total Receipts 52,830.75 55,913.98 

   

Payments 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Cost of generating funds 1,781.67 - 

Missionary and Charitable Giving 464.83 502.66 

Parish Share   (Unrestricted: £22,545.00, 

       Designated: £7,965.00) 

29,421.25 30,510.00 

Clergy and Staffing costs 1,634.96 1,994.35 

Church Running Expenses (Unrestricted: £13,781.84, 

       Designated: £11,034.81, 

20,213.85 24,914.65 

Hall Running Costs  (Unrestricted: £1,838.03, 

       Designated: £968.00) 

1,995.83 2,806.03 

New Building Work 331.20 - 

Total Payments 55,843.59 60,727.69 

   

Excess of Receipts over Payments (3,012.84) (4,813.71) 

   

All assets at 1st January (Unrestricted: £6,139.99, 

       Designated: £8,140.78, 

18,713.45 15,700.61 

All assets at 31st December (Unrestricted: £9,249.87, 

       Designated: £234.00, 

15,700.61 10,886.90 



 

15 

St Lawrence Church, Gotham 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities 

as at 31st December 

 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Current assets   

6501: Bank current account   

 Bell Fund  (Restricted) - (10.00) 

 Church clock   (Restricted) (552.00) - 

 Fabric Repairs  (Designated) 8,185.00 234.00 

 Fabric Repairs (Restricted) 600.00 - 

 Youth for Christ  (Designated) (44.22) - 

 General fund   (Unrestricted) 6,140.62 9,180.15 

 Agency collection  (Restricted) 501.28 612.06 

 Total Bank current account 14,830.68 10,016.21 

6506: Bell Fund   (Restricted) 1,371.84 1,383.03 

6590: Cash in hand   

 General fund   (Unrestricted) (0.63) 69.72 

 Agency collection  (Restricted) 21.00 - 

 Total Cash in hand 20.37 69.72 

   

Total Current assets 16,222.89 11,468.96 

   

Liabilities   

6699: Agency collections (Restricted) 522.28 582.06 

Total Liabilities 522.28 582.06 

   

Grand Total 15,700.61 10,886.90 
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St Winifred’s Church, Kingston on Soar 

 

Statement of financial activities 

for the year ended 31st December 

Incoming Resources 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Voluntary Income   

Net Covenants 5,641 5,336 

Income tax received on Covenants 1,280 403 

Collections and boxes 1,670 1,734 

Sundry donations 332 1,312 

Total Voluntary Income 8,923 8,785 

Activities for generating funds   

Raffles - - 

Kingston Fair & Flower Festival - - 

Chamber Concert 467 575 

Bell Fund 17 15 

Total Activities for generating funds 484 590 

Church activities   

Wedding and Funeral fees 1,932 2,236 

Total Church activities 1,932 2,236 

Income from investments   

Bank interest 

(Unrestricted: £1,986, Restricted: £162) 2,034 2,148 

Total Incoming Resources 13,373 13,759 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 

 

 Investment Fund:  £58,282   (2017: £59,170) 

 Cash at Bank:  £1,991   (2017: £1,690) 

 Deposit Fund:  £34,012   (2017: £36,863) 

 Total Net Assets: £94,285   (2017: £97,723) 

  Unrestricted (General): £86,745 (2017: £90,345) 

 Restricted (Babington Trust): £7,540 (2017: £7,378) 
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St Winifred’s Church, Kingston on Soar 

Statement of financial activities 

Resources Expended 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Church activities   

Southwell Diocesan Quota 10,488 8,856 

Heating and lighting 982 1,053 

Insurance 2,288 2,425 

Clock repairs and service 199 385 

Repairs and maintenance 227 125 

Rector’s and Diocese expenses 674 1,027 

Printing and stationery 263 359 

Sundry donations 434 575 

Sundry expenses 122 40 

Organist’s fees 460 300 

Youth Worker Funding 500 500 

Cost of generating voluntary income   

Chamber concert expenses - 140 

Governance costs   

Professional Fees 100 525 

Total Resources Used 16,737 16,310 

Net (Outgoing)/Incoming Resources 

(Unrestricted: (£2,713), Restricted: £162) (3,364) (2,552) 

Unrealised (losses)/gains on investments 5,198 (887) 

Net movement in Funds 
(Unrestricted: (£3,600), Restricted: £162) 1,834 (3,438) 

Fund balances brought forward 
(Unrestricted: £90,345, Restricted: £7,378) 95,889 97,723 

Fund balances carried forward 
(Unrestricted: £86,745, Restricted: £7,540) 97,723 94,285 
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Holy Trinity Church, Ratcliffe on Soar 

Receipts and Payments for the year ended 31st December 

 

Receipts 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Giving   

Planned Giving 2,784 2,964 

Collections At Services 1,253 1,670 

Gift Aid Recovered 934 953 

Total Giving 4,970 5,587 

Donations   

Direct Donations 26 600 

Wall Box Donations 271 146 

Collection Boxes 62 93 

Other Donations - 639 

Goodwill Payment (NS&I) 50 - 

Total Donations 409 1,477 

Church Services   

Funeral Fees 917 - 

Gravestone Fees 130 - 

Profit On Cluster Supper - 89 

Total Church Services 1,047 89 

Fund Raising   

Sutton Bonington Show 242 174 

Autumn Fair 1,002 1,083 

Barton Street Fair 174 138 

Items Sold On eBay 24 - 

Ratcliffe Parish Meeting 25 25 

Total Fund Raising 1,467 1,420 

Investment Income   

Dividend From CCLA 390 398 

Interest From NS&I 107 146 

Total Investment Income 497 544 

Total Receipts 8,390 9,117 

Net Surplus/(Deficit) (2,301) (5,134) 
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Payments 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Church Activities   

Diocesan Parish Share 5,464 6,943 

Magazine 86 127 

Clergy Expenses 121 164 

East Leake Youth Worker - 500 

Natal Container 200 - 

Total Church Activities 5,871 7,733 

Donations   

Children’s Society 160 160 

Framework - 139 

Church Mission Society 160 160 

Notts Clergy Widows 40 40 

Friary - 50 

Love Russia 100 100 

Notts Historic Churches 100 100 

Total Donations 560 749 

Church Services   

Funeral Fees to Diocese 262 - 

Total Church Services 262 - 

Church Running Costs   

Insurance 1,472 1,589 

Electricity 201 233 

Waste Bin Service 35 35 

Fire Extinguishers 36 36 

Repairs & Maintenance 44 (76) 

New Tables - 64 

Candles & Holders - 32 

Electrical Refurbishment - 4,855 

Grant - Notts Historic Churches - (500) 

Grant - Allchurches Trust - (500) 

Roof Repairs 1,320 - 

Tree Surgery 780 - 

Food & Sundry Expenses 110 - 

Total Church Running Costs 3,998 5,769 

Total Payments 10,691 14,251 
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 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Current Assets   

Bank Balance 5,271 3,841 

CCLA Investment 10,000 10,000 

NS&I General Fund 3,320 3,344 

NS&I Fabric Fund 17,799 14,071 

   

Total Current Assets 36,390 31,256 

Holy Trinity Church, Ratcliffe on Soar 

 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities 

as at 31st December 
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities 
as at 31st December 

 

Assets 

 Bank Balance:  £13,383   (2017: £14,635) 

 Liabilities:   None Identified 

 Restricted Funds:  None 

Receipts 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Regular Giving 5,826 5,662 

Inland Revenue Reclaim 1,346 1,394 

Collections 750 644 

Church Box 38 - 

Donations 61 30 

Books 54 95 

Fees (Weddings/Funerals) 

 (Net of Diocese fees) 

2,345 788 

Notts County Council - 250 

Flower Festival Takings 3,611 3,843 

Total Receipts 14,531 12,706 

   

All Saints Church, Thrumpton 

 

Statement of financial activities 

for the year ended 31st December 
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Expenses 2017  £ 2018  £ 

Parish Quota 6,792 7,000 

Rector’s Expenses 116 99 

Visiting Ministers - 134 

Warden’s Expenses 100 122 

Supplies 47 41 

Organist fees/gifts 320 100 

Youth Work Contribution 500 500 

Donations 710 1,350 

Parish Messenger 146 216 

CCLI/Website 20 37 

Insurance 1,680 1,762 

Electricity 296 664 

Mowing 500 431 

Repairs and Maintenance 182 1,188 

Green Bins 55 28 

Hire of Village Hall 45 30 

Promise Programme Expenses 29 55 

Flower Festival Expenses 208 201 

Total Expenses 11,746 13,958 

Excess (Deficit) 

Receipts over Payments 2,785 (1,252) 

All Saints Church, Thrumpton 

Statement of financial activities 
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Ministry 

Reports 
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We are a small group who meet each 
Monday morning between 10:30 
and 12:30. As the leader, I have 
seen a significant growth in our 
understanding of the Bible over the 
past year. We have studied books 
from the Old and New Testament, 
together with some video based 
courses. We use a mixture of the 
Swedish Method, course study books 
and Internet material to facilitate our 
learning. We planned and delivered 
the Harvest Festival Service at 
Kingston and were pleased to see 70 
people attend. We hope to repeat 
this in 2019. We meet at Angie’s in 
Kingston and would welcome anyone 
who is able to join us. 

Sonya Hawkins 

 

This group of about 10 members has 
continued to meet at the home of 
Peter and Elaine Inskeep from 11:45 
till 1:00pm on Tuesday mornings 
with occasional breaks at holiday 
times. We have studied Discipleship 
using Philippians as our guide, 
explored Paul's 2nd letter to Timothy 
and 2 Peter. We then turned to 
Mark's Gospel for 10 weeks and are 
currently looking at selected chapters 
from John's Gospel as we move 
towards a shared Lent course based 
on the later chapters of that Gospel. 
Most of the time Peter has led these 
studies, but since his throat problem 
Richard has taken on that 
responsibility. We continue to enjoy 
these times tremendously - good 
friendship and fellowship, and always 
new things to discover within often 
really familiar Scripture. What a 
wonderful Person the Holy Spirit is! 

So by God's grace we grow. Come 
and join us. 

Peter Inskeep 

 

2018 saw the start of a house group 
in Barton, at Susan’s house on a 
Wednesday afternoon, run by both 
Susan and Carole, with eight 
members. We started off by watching 
a DVD named ‘Discipleship Explored’ 
followed by discussion then we 
moved on to 'Just 10’ everyone 
found that both speakers made it 
easy to understand God’s Word. We 
then decided to carry on studying the 
Scriptures, reading from the NIV and 
Study Bibles. No matter how many 
times we read these passages, 
discuss them and listen to everyone’s 
take on the passage we seem to 
have our eyes opened. Unfortunately 
for one reason or another our 
numbers have reduced and at the 
moment we have between 5 and 6 
depending if people are having to go 
to appointments, etc. After the Lent 
course we are hoping to continue for 
as long as possible. 

Carole Edis 

 

 

Bible study groups (CAMEO) 
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The Wednesday evening Bible Study Group is the oldest of our Bible Study 
Groups – well maybe not the oldest but the longest running! At the moment 
we are a group of 6 having seen one of our members go off to University and 
another move to Scotland. We’ve had new people join us who tell us they 
found it intimidating at first to join a group that they thought would be full of 
people who knew all about the Bible! I am pleased to say that they all agree 
how wrong they were and say the group have become a support and 
encouragement to them and coming along is not a chore. As well as a Bible 
Study Group it is a social time too. CAMEO stands for Come And Meet Each 
Other and that is exactly what happens. The group also say that they all think 
it’s important to be part of a group like this so you can get to know your Bible 
as well as other Christians and together grow your faith. Would we 
recommend it? Yes! Believe it or not, it is fun and the only way we can prove 
that to you is to invite you to talk to Richard who will put you in touch with a 
group that will best suit you. Having a full scale belly laugh during a Bible 
Study? Surely not! But yes, and it happens on more than one occasion. 
People who are excited by their Bibles? Yes, that’s us and we make no 
apology for that. I would like to record my thanks to Richard for his support 
and the insightful and enthusiastic way he has just led us through Revelation 
and for making it both memorable and enjoyable. 

Val Hopkins 

 

This is the newest of our Bible Study Groups meeting on Thursdays at the 
home of Ray and Janet State. As with all new groups it took a little while for 
discussions to become lively but even though this was new and untried for 
most of the group they have continued to come together each week and 
support each other as we open our Bibles and see what God has to say to us. 
We began with a video course called Discipleship Explored and then moved on 
to looking at Mark’s Gospel and we’ve even had what was called a forensic 
examination of Judas and his motives in betraying Jesus! We’ve discovered 
passages that we are convinced we’ve never read before and had those 
amazing ‘lightbulb’ moments when we’ve suddenly understood something for 
the first time! Some of the comments about this Bible Study have been: “I 
didn’t know what to expect but I am really enjoying it!”, “I have been to other 
Bible Studies but they have been different and usually have someone teaching 
us. This is different.”, “It’s good that we take the time to look at what 
interests us.” Can Bible Study be fun or make us excited about the Bible? Of 
course, and this group is proof of that! 

Val Hopkins 
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The team this year has consisted of Richard, David Smith, 
Valerie Brown, Val Hopkins, John Edmonds, Nigel Taylor 
(who bikes over from Kegworth) and Peter Inskeep, but not 
necessarily all of them all of the time. We continue to meet 
between 8 and 8:15am and pray through till 9am then 
breakfast till about 9:30. Prayers may be long but more 
often short, cover the range of praise, thanksgiving and intercession and 
often there is quiet time when our prayers are personal or of the listening 
variety. Of course, much of the time we are moved to pray about the needs of 
St Lawrence Church, people or the place. At 9am, we break for a hearty 
breakfast often enriched by John’s home baked bread and freshly squeezed 
orange juice. I cannot think of a better way to start the day – peaceful, 
restorative, close to our loving Lord and always good fellowship. Please think 
whether this could be for you – on a regular or occasional basis – no need to 
pray aloud if that is not your gift. Just to be with us would be good; no need 
to check OK, just turn up – there are 100 chairs! 

Peter Inskeep 

 

The team, consisting of John Edmonds, Andy Dzuda, Sonya Hawkins, Peter 
Inskeep and most recently Richard Coleman, has met 6 times in the past year 
on a Thursday evening in either John’s or Peter’s house, with John and Sonya 
occasionally meeting separately to plan details. We have stuck diligently to 
our mission statement, which is “to propose ways to grow the faith of the 
Church and take the Gospel message to our parish", not a word about 
funding, buildings or admin! In the past year we have brought at least 9 
proposals on outreach, 6 on growing faith and 3 that cover both aspects to 
the PCC, all of which have been accepted, although some must wait upon the 
formation of the new combined PCC this year. To mention but a few: Over 40 
Welcome Packs have gone out, many very well received at the door; 
Christmas and Easter cards with invitations to all 453 events and services 
have gone out with Messenger; a magnificent Easter event of quiet, reflection 
places in church was set up by John; follow-up cards have been sent to 
people having weddings, christenings or funerals in our church; a first church 
supper supported by 29 people took place in the Cuckoo Bush Pub; a group of 
us sang Christmas carols in all 3 village pubs and our first Away Day for many 
years is planned for Launde Abbey on Saturday, May 8th. This has been a 
rewarding year for us and we are very grateful for the enthusiastic support of 
the PCC. We have lots more great ideas to work on and enthusiasm abounds, 
but we recognise that the resources of the Church are limited. It’s very good 
to have Richard on the team for lots of reasons. 

Peter Inskeep 

Prayer Breakfast 

Faith & Outreach 
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Over the past year, Fiona Coleman and Anna Marsden 
have continued working together, meeting regularly each 
week to pray and plan a weekly Bible themed 
‘presentation’, suitable for the age of the children and 
aiming to make the Bible stories come to life, 
meaningfully and memorably for all. We have done this in 
a variety of visual and exciting ways through water, sand, 
lycra games, treasure hunts, songs, puppets, soft toys, 
laminated pictures, and by using props, Easter eggs and 
more. As in the previous years, the song time is: a 
mixture of children’s songs, video clips, action rhymes, lycra games with 
songs or singing with musical instruments. They have continued to include a 
few age appropriate hymns, Bible songs or verses, again linking to the theme 
of the week. The Bible and song time is still proving to be very popular and 
generally all families stop right to the end of each session to join in with this. 
A lot of the Christian songs have been learnt and remembered by the children 
and parents who happily sing along. Therefore, we have concentrated our 
weekly planning meetings on building up and developing upon the variety of 
available resources and session plans. As a means of trying to reach the wider 
village community more successfully, we have started up a group Facebook 
page (Gotham. Little Cherubs Toddler Group) to give families weekly 
information. At the moment this is an open group, and anyone can join. No 
personal information about children or parents is posted on it. Anna has also 
been adding or sharing posts to the Gotham Village Facebook group page. 
Anna also continues adding posts to the 453 Churches Facebook page in the 
hope that this continues to help keep families more informed about what is 
going to happen/has happened. We would like to thank Val Hopkins for the 
453 Churches Facebook posts on behalf of Little Cherubs. We are still using 
‘themes’ for each term and a termly programme is printed and given out at 
Little Cherubs and is on display in the 453 Churches near the end of each 
term. A big thank you to Richard for printing them out for us each term. We 
have been using our programme of Bible themes and have found it is a very 
useful resource. Starting once again in September (to coincide with the new 
school year), with God and a creation theme, the Nativity then followed on. In 
January, we moved on to the Old Testament characters and stories. We 
incorporated Mother’s Day and then moved into Easter. During the Summer 
term, we went on to stories Jesus told, His life and the New Testament 
characters and stories. Each week the craft and songs have also linked 
strongly with the week’s Bible story. More families have noticed this, and we 
have had positive feedback once again this year, providing more 
encouragement to us. Christmas time this year was definitely a highlight of 
the year for Little Cherubs. Charlotte, the owner of The Co-op Day Nursery in 
Gotham, approached Anna and asked if the Groups Christmas Tree display 
was going to be happening again in the Church this year. It was not, but we 
were welcome to make an event, which we did. We invited all the Under 5s 

Children’s ministry - Little Cherubs 
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groups (Katie’s Childminding, Toybox Childminding, Co-op Day Nursery and 
Gotham School Playgroup) in the village to a big Party In The Church. 
Totalling around 60 children! This year we will be seeing if there are any 
other/new Under 5s groups in Gotham that would like to join our list. The 
children were able to listen to the Real Christmas Nativity story through songs 
and games around the parachute, have a Christmas picnic watching a 
Christmas slide show and decorate their groups and the Church Christmas 
tree together. These were then displayed with the other trees joining in with 
the Church Christmas Tree Festival organised by Craig and Anne Farnsworth. 
Thank you to all those who helped get the Church organised for the Party and 
getting the tree ready for the children to decorate. Thank you also, to our 
Gotham Church Family who supported and helped on the Party day and/or 

with prayer for the success of this event. It certainly 
was a great success and one we intend to repeat next 
year! We had a lot of positive feedback from all the 
groups involved, confirming that the event had been 
enjoyed by all and something that they would definitely 
like us to repeat. They all enjoyed being able to bring 
friends and family to the Christmas Tree Festival to see 
their tree again and look for their decorations at the 
same time as enjoying looking around the Church at 
the other trees on display. We are also thinking how 
we might introduce another Under 5s event, maybe in 
May/June. They would appreciate prayer for this so 
they can have some inspiration and ideas on how to 

plan and take this idea further. Weekly attendance numbers have increased 
from last year and are at around 12-21 children (last year was 8-12 children). 
The new people who have come have seen information on Facebook, been 
invited by those who attend Little Cherubs, or because they have seen the 
banner on the side of the Church Hall. One of our aims continues to be to 
encourage toddlers that reach school age to come along to give the Sunday 
Club a try too. We would be thankful for any prayer to help with the healthy 
growth of both Little Cherubs, Sunday Club and the new Family Fun services. 
Another aim has been to encourage the Little Cherub families to attend 
Church services. We have been highlighting them each week during the Bible 
story/singing session time. While it has been encouraging to see a couple of 
toddler families continuing to enjoy some of the services at Gotham this year 
we do realise this is an area that is not at present growing. We have had one 
Little Cherubs meeting in the Church when we had an issue with the electric, 
however the adults made it clear that while they were quite happy in the 
Church they actually preferred the Hall as a venue for Toddlers. We would like 
to give a special big thank you to Elaine Inskeep, for very kindly continuing to 
prepare and organise the coffee rota each term and for her and Judith Powers 
who give their time faithfully and cheerfully each week, buying milk (and 
sometimes extra cakes/biscuits/scones) used for providing a welcome 
refreshment to all our families. Numbers are growing and we have very few 

Children’s ministry - Little Cherubs 
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Children’s ministry - Little Cherubs 

people who help with the tea/coffee and we would love to welcome a few 
more Church members to this valued team. If you feel you would like to join 
in serving/helping at Little Cherubs please do speak to Elaine Inskeep, Fiona 
Coleman or Anna Marsden. You would be very welcome. Richard continues to 
help us by getting the toys/equipment out for Anna to set-up and also putting 
them away. Thank you, Richard, for all your help each Friday. 2018 was a 
year of steady growth, as well as giving us a very positive and encouraging 
start to 2019. We are very grateful of all the support the Church has shown 
us. Thank you. 

Anna Marsden & Fiona Coleman 

It was with deep sadness that we had to close our Sunday Club 
because our numbers had been depleted so much by the 
attraction of sport. Our faithful team tried to hold on but the 
time spent in preparation was often to no avail as we often had 
either one child or no children attending. When Richard came 
back from the Diocesan Conference saying that the bishop was 
looking for 21 churches to make a step change in their children’s work to 
hopefully increase numbers, we decided to go along to the meetings to see 
what this was about. A step change had to be something completely new and 
not just a tweak of something we already had in place and had to include 0 to 
11-year olds. We had to go as a team of 5 which included Richard, a 
Churchwarden and 3 of our children’s team. Although we were not 
enamoured at driving to Southwell these car journeys and meetings gave us 
space to talk through ideas and put some flesh on the bones amongst groups 
that were all in the same situation as us, and from all that grew the seed of 
an idea that we needed to start again and have a monthly service aimed at a 
new worshipping congregation – families. What followed was lots of 
discussion and a new service called Family Fun was born. Family Fun will be a 
short, soft touch, interactive service aimed at those who are not used to 
coming to church. We intend that the church will look different each time and 
for each month we will take a relevant theme. It will happen at 4pm on the 
second Sunday of the month unless there is a special celebration we can work 
with like Mothering Sunday or Father’s Day. Our launch is Mothering Sunday, 
31st March 2019 and we hope you will pray with us for the success of this 
new venture as well as spreading the word and mentioning it to your own 
families. Our Children’s Team and the Open the Book Team will lead these 
services and they also ask for your prayers. I would like to personally thank 
those who have faithfully given their time, talents and enthusiasm to our 
children’s ministry over the years: Anna, Fiona, Sonya, Sue and Valerie and 
hope that they will look at the young people we have in our Church family 
and know that they had a part to play in their faith journey and be proud of 
that. Here’s to a new beginning.    Val Hopkins (Team Leader) 

Children’s ministry - Sunday Club 
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It continues to be a privilege to go in to Gotham 
Primary School every other week to lead assemblies 
when we Open the Book and dramatize Bible Stories. I 
think, after 7 years, we have now got used to our 
celebrity status as we are recognised while we are out 
and about and children explain to their parents who we 
are! The team have continued to work with different 
folk leading and this works incredibly well with new and 

different slants on the stories being found as we bring them alive for 
ourselves as well as the children. We also continue to build relationships with 
the school and the staff there and they have never failed to make us feel 
anything but welcome. My thanks to the team for their willingness and 
unfailing enthusiasm to be a part of this ministry in taking the Bible to 
children who perhaps would never hear it otherwise. 

Val Hopkins (Team Leader) 

 

 

 

 

Please look out for this new logo for our Family Fun Activities. 

Children’s ministry - Open The Book 



 

33 

Rock Solid is the Christian lunchtime club based at East Leake Academy. In 
the past year it has grown from one lunchtime a week to three, to cater for 
growing numbers and the different needs of the pupils who attend. Monday 
lunchtimes is for Y9-11 boys, Tuesdays is for Y7-8 boys and Wednesdays is 
for Y7-9 girls. Across the three groups up to 20 young people attend each 
week. The pupils who come along vary from regular church goers to those 
new to the Christian faith. 

Each session continues to be a combination of fun interactive activities based 
around a bite sized chunk of the Christian faith. Themes vary from seasonal 
ones based on the church calendar, such as the Lent Give Generously 40 Acts 
campaign, to ones that are relevant to their lives as teenagers, such as 
“Would Jesus have Tweeted?” to explore the pros and cons of social media. 

Jo Leatherland (Youth Worker at East Leake Academy) 

 

 

 

 

This is a 32 week course where we study the Bible and learn how to analyse 
passages and prepare talks from them. The majority of the speakers are 
Anglican trained. There are 32 of us in the 1st year and 8 in the 2nd year. We 
come from a very wide area - Lutterworth to Buxton, and from a variety of 
Church settings - mainly Free Church or Evangelicals. We also have visiting 
speakers on a range of subjects from Discipling Christians to Church planting 
and Youth Ministry. We have 2 morning sessions and in this time we have 
studied Deuteronomy, Doctrine of Christ and Mark’s Gospel. and we look 
forward to 2 Samuel, Malachi and Psalms. After lunch there are 2 more 
sessions on passage analysis, how to give a talk and single sessions given by 
the visiting speakers. The Bible lectures are very much in line with those 
many of us have heard at Keswick. I am enjoying the course immensely and 
hope it will enable me to lead better Bible studies in the future. As you know 
the Church has sponsored me to go on this course and I would like to thank 
everyone who has contributed. 

Sonya Hawkins 

Youth Work in East Leake Academy 

MMTC (Midlands Ministry Training Course) 
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Following on from our large scale celebrations in 2017 and 
the subsequent drive to raise the money to buy, customise 
and equip a container for the children’s work at iNdaleni 
we waited with true British spirit for things to be organised 
and done ultra-efficiently and quickly. But, as has been 
said in many circumstances “This is Africa” and we forget 
that African time is not our time! But, finally, on November 
11th 2018 Bishop Dino kept the promise he had made to 

us when he visited and blessed our container. 

As we can only imagine, the excitement at St John’s was huge as the 
congregation made sure everything was in order, including putting down a red 
carpet along the concrete path from the church to the container! Food was 
prepared, gifts for Bishop Dino and Elizabeth bought and, as if it knew, the 
grass around the container, the lawn, began to grow. Our container now has a 
new Zulu name which means place of acceptance. In Zulu it is KwaVumelani 
and is now in use with more children using it as a Sunday School. How 
exciting. 

We were also fortunate enough to 
host Frankie Thacker and her 
husband, Mike at the beginning of 
January. Frankie was the Rector of 
Richmond when our link first began 
and had spent a month working in 
the diocese 6 years ago but being 
hosted by us. During the weekend 
she was with us she met many old 
friends and made new ones as well 
as preaching and celebrating 
communion on the Sunday. 
What a joy it was to see that the 6 years apart seemed like 6 minutes as folk 
caught up with them. That’s the power of being part of a Christian family, and 
a joy also to get all the news. 

Melanie has continued to send prayer requests over each week and our 
weekly News Slip is sent over to a wide variety of folk over there as is our 
Messenger magazine. We continue to exchange messages at key times – 
Christmas, Easter, container blessing and occasionally at a time of 
bereavement. 

Our Link is strong and continues to thrive even though time and space 
sometimes makes that difficult. God has blessed us greatly with this 
opportunity to walk alongside our brothers and sisters on a different continent 
with a different culture 7,000 miles away and to be able to truly call them 
family. 

Val Hopkins (Parish Link Officer) 

Natal Link 



 

35 

The Gotham Events Committee is a sub-committee of the PCC and it meets to 
arrange and discuss events for the year at Gotham Church. This includes 
regularly occurring events as well as “stand alone” events. The PCC is 
updated at each PCC meeting and items are occasionally brought to the main 
PCC for discussion and decision making. As well as the events that have been 
organised throughout the year there are the usual Sunday services and 
events including: Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday, Harvest Festival, 
Shoebox Service, Remembrance Day, the service to Remember Loved Ones, 
our annual Christingle and No rehearsal Nativity as well as all our Christmas 
services. 

Holy Week and Easter  
Again the 3 Compline services on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday were lay-
led and held in the choir stalls. On Maundy Thursday, for the first time, we 
handed out Hot Cross Buns and copies of the Church services at the school 
gate. It was received very well and we even got a mention on Facebook! In 
the evening we held the Seder Meal in church. On Good Friday 12 noon there 
was the “At the Cross Service” at Thrumpton church followed by a walk back 
to Gotham via Ratcliffe, Ratcliffe Marina and Kingston. On Saturday afternoon 
was a screening of the film Risen. On Easter Day we had our first Sunrise 
Service at the Pump followed by breakfast in church ably organised by David 
and Christine Smith. The children took the donated Easter eggs to Wollaton 
Park Care Home and the musicians played for the residents. 

June  
On Father’s Day it was a Gathering-style Holy Communion with Yorkie Bars 
for the fathers and Open the Book Group portrayed The Prodigal Son. 

September  
A Cluster Supper was organised by Janet State and a team of Churchwardens 
and held in Kingston Village Hall. An excellent evening attended by 50 
members of the 453 Churches. 

October  
We held a joint 453 Thanksgiving service for people who serve the 453 
Churches. It was well attended and coffee and cake was enjoyed by all after 
the service. 

December  
Charlotte held her usual wreath-making session and the wreaths adorned 
many front doors in the village and beyond. We are grateful for her time and 
expertise. There was also the Christmas Tree Festival. We had an excellent 
response from the village and 46 trees were displayed in church. The Little 
Cherubs and all the Nurseries in the village came together in church to 
decorate their trees before they went on display. The trees looked beautiful 
and stayed in church until the New Year and were enjoyed by many. What will 
we do next year? Wait and see! 
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January 2019  
We had a joint 453 service which was led by Frankie Thacker from our Partner 
Parishes in Natal, South Africa. It was a joy to meet up with her and Mike and 
hear all the news from them particularly about the “container”. 

We can assure you all that there is an exciting timetable of events for 2019 
which we hope you will enjoy. In the meantime, I must extend grateful thanks 
to all who have given generously of their time and effort, which has led to the 
success of the events that took place in our beautiful church. We look forward 
to another joyful year and hope that we can count on your continued support 
which brings us closer together in love, friendship and fellowship. 

Anne Farnsworth

Events - Gotham 
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Over the past 12 or so months the band has managed to ring for practically 
all of the mid-morning Sunday services at All Saints. In addition, usually with 
the help of Anna Marsden and, more recently Helen Tesauro, both from 
Gotham, members of the band have rung at St Lawrence for the ‘Gathering’ 
service held there once per month and also for some of the additional 
Christmas services. The weekly practice continues to benefit from visitors 
from neighbouring villages - for which the Thrumpton ringers are very 
grateful. Without these regular visitors practice night would be much the 
poorer! 

Three quarter peals were rung at Thrumpton during the year by members of 
the All Saints band but with assistance from ringers from other towers. These 
all marked significant occasions for Thrumpton people: 

 on 20th July 2018 a Golden Wedding compliment to Mr Barry and Mrs 

Agnes Shaw. 

 on 30th September 2018 to celebrate the birth of Halifa Joziah 

Camara, a first grandchild for John Edmonds. 

 on 15th November 2018 to celebrate the life of ‘Ibu’ R S Hartono, 

whose daughter and son-in-law were resident Thrumpton ringers 
until some three years ago. 

Also, some members and an ex-member of the Thrumpton ringers took part 
in a quarter peal at Kingston on 9th March 2018 in thanksgiving for the life of 
Mr Norman Beeby. To keep up the tradition of ringing on St George’s day the 
ringers plus several visitors gathered at St George’s, Barton on Monday 23rd 
April and rang for almost an hour. On Sunday 11th November members of the 
band rang at Thrumpton, Barton, Kingston and Gotham to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the end of WWI. Other ringers from the district rang that day 
at Rempstone, East Leake, Sutton Bonington and Normanton. A national 
movement “Ringing Remembers” ensured that some ringing took place in as 
many towers in the UK as possible. The social get-togethers have continued 
and this year they included a visit to Belton House and, thanks to a special 
request from John Edmonds, a Burns Night supper with traditional fare. 
(Ringing is more than just standing in churches and pulling ropes!) The 
Thrumpton bells and fittings remain in generally good condition and are 
checked regularly (last inspection 25 February 2019). The ringers themselves 
continue to carry out routine maintenance. 
Finally: 

 thank you to all the ringers at Thrumpton for their continued loyal 

support week-by-week! 

 thank you also to our regular visitors, notably David Kerr from 

Sutton Bonington, Derek Bradshaw from East Leake and, from 
Ruddington, Ralph Hawthorn. 
 

Bell Ringing - Thrumpton 
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 special thanks to Mary for doing the secretarial and treasurer’s work, 

including reminding us of events we should be aware of, ensuring 
our safeguarding remains sound, cleaning the ringing room, leading 
our weekly ‘meetings’, looking after the display boards and many 
other, largely unseen tasks. 

 and, to reiterate, our first objective remains to ring the bells at All 

Saints, as well as we can, for services and other significant occasions 
- and to enjoy doing so! 

Peter Hawcock 

Bell Ringing - Thrumpton 
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The Annual Church Meeting (ACM) is held each year in the Spring to 
enable all Church members to participate in: 

 Electing our Churchwardens, Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

members and Deanery Synod representatives. 

 Receiving an Annual Report of the financial affairs of the Parish 

and the Audited Accounts for the previous year. 

 Receiving statutory reports in respect of the proceedings of 

the PCC and the Deanery Synod. 

 Supporting those who are responsible for the different areas of 
the Church’s life by hearing about the events of the previous 
year and plans for the year ahead. 

 Giving thanks for the Lord’s blessing for the previous year and 

to renew our vision for, and commitment to the year ahead. 
 

With the blessing of the Bishop and Archdeacon, the 453 Churches 

hold their Annual Church Meeting jointly. 

 This enables us to encourage one another with news from the 

other Churches. 

 It reminds us that we are part of a family of Churches who 

seek to do more things together. 

 

 

Why do we have 

an Annual Church Meeting? 

facebook.com/453Churches 

http://www.facebook.com/453Churches

