
Mary MacKillop Prayer

Ever generous God,
you inspired Saint Mary MacKillop
to live her life faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and constant in bringing hope and encouragement
to those who were disheartened, lonely or needy.
With confidence in your generous providence
and through the intercession of Saint Mary MacKillop
we ask that you grant our request.
We ask that our faith and hope be fired afresh by the Holy Spirit
so that we too, like Mary MacKillop, may live with courage, 
trust and openness.
Ever generous God hear our prayer.
We ask this through Jesus Christ. 
Amen

Dear Mercy College Community,

Yesterday, 8 August, was the feast day of St Mary 
MacKillop. Mary MacKillop was born in Melbourne 
(Australia) in 1842 and died in Sydney on 8 August 
1909. She took the religious name Mary of the 
Cross. Responding to the isolation of colonial 
families, she pioneered a new form of religious life 
to provide education for their children. She and 
her sisters shared the life of the poor, offering 
special care to destitute women and children. She 
is remembered for her eagerness to discover God's 
will in all things, for her charity in the face of 
slander, and for her abiding trust in God's 
providence.

Mercy Carpark
Unfortunately, I have been receiving some complaints about some drivers not following the carpark rules, and 
therefore putting students at risk in the carpark, on the bordering streets, and at the traffic lights. Some drivers are 
parking behind parked cars in bays in the Library carpark. This only adds to the frustration of others when it is time to 
depart and causes a concern for our students who are walking in the vicinity. Please exercise common courtesy to one 
another. 

Mercy College does not have control over what happens outside of our boundaries. Please ensure you do not:
• drop students off illegally on the side of Beach Road or Mirrabooka Avenue (these attract $100 fines), or
• drop students off in the right hand lanes.

Sometimes students are exiting cars and opening car doors into oncoming traffic.
Student safety is a priority and I thank the majority of parents who take the time to be patient and considerate in the 
best interests of all of our Mercy College Community, especially our children. 
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Trade Fair
Last week the Certificate III Business students showed their flair and business acumen at the Trade Fair for our Years 
Five and Six students.  The fair was extremely well organised and engaging for all students with a huge variety of 
activities for them to participate in. Face painting, cookie decorating, slime making, DIY shirt design, fishing game, 
Kick-A-Goal soccer trials, Uno and raffles were just a few of the options. A lot of fun was had by all and the students 
were very discerning as to how they ‘spent’ their tokens! A very big thank you to Ms Laura Matthews and all the Year 
12 Business class. We can’t wait for next year’s fair!

What the students thought...
“It was fun and the people who ran the activities were really nice” - Sienna G
“It was really fun painting the t.shirts” - Evie
“It was fun and the cookies were great” - Austin
"I really loved the penalty shootout, all of it was great though" - Matthew A
"The trade fair was so fun! I loved making the slime and eating cookies" Jen N

Plenary Council 2020  - Have Your Say! 
The Australian Catholic Bishops are preparing to give voice to the Catholic community right across Australia through 
the Plenary Council 2020. The last Plenary Council for the Catholic Church in Australia took place 80 years ago and the 
upcoming council is being seen as an opportunity to engage the wider community in important discussions around 
the future of the Church. 

The official launch on Pentecost Sunday 2018 began a year of consultation and calls us to reach out to all and to 
promote a more inclusive Church.  We can all play a meaningful role in this exciting and important journey together. 
This first stage of preparation will continue until Ash Wednesday 2019. You can submit your thoughts at: 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

Papal Blessing from Our Holy Father Pope Francis in Rome
On August 9, eight of our Mercy staff members had the privilege of attending the 
Catholic Schools’ Staff Breakfast where retired staff member, Ric High, was awarded 50 
Years of Service in CEWA schools.

As a bonus he received a special Papal Blessing from Our Holy Father Pope Francis in 
Rome. We wish Ric the very best in his retirement as he embarks on his new adventure 
in his caravan.

Kind regards
Ms Julie Hornby | Principal 
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Mary MacKillop Feast Day
Wednesday, 8 August, is the Feast Day of Australia’s first saint, Saint Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop.  Mary was born on the 15 January, 1842 in Fitzroy to Alexander and Flora 
MacKillop and was the eldest of eight children.  From an early age Mary, along with her 
brother John, were responsible for supporting the family financially after her father 
moved away.  At eighteen, she moved to the small township of Penola, in South 
Australia, to become governess to her aunt and uncle’s children.  It was here that she 
saw that there were many children who had no opportunity to go to school and so she 
started teaching them in her own time.  

With support from the priest of the region, Father Julian Tennison Woods, she started 
the first Catholic school in a disused stable.  Mary founded the Sisters of St Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart, known as the Josephites. Mary was determined to work with the poorest 
in the community; she sought out those who had no voice to speak for themselves, 
especially women, children, the elderly and the marginalised.  

She experienced many difficulties and challenges as she worked to fulfil the mission of her order: poverty, exclusion, 
excommunication and illness were all known intimately by Mary – still her faith in the providence and protection of 
God never wavered.

From humble beginnings Mary’s legacy continues today with Josephite sisters working in many parts of the world 
meeting the needs of the poorest. Mary MacKillop is indeed a “Saint for All Australians.”

Well Wishes
Our best wishes go to Mrs Stephanie Gullotto and her husband, Matt, as they await the arrival of their precious 
bundle of joy over the coming weeks.  We look forward to hearing of baby Gullotto’s arrival.  We welcome Ms Crystal 
Sharman to our community as the new Year Six teacher until the end of the school year.  Crystal is well known to our 
Mercy community and has worked in many classes as a relief teacher. 

Scoliosis
Just a reminder to all Year Seven parents. Please take the time to read the information regarding scoliosis via the  
website www.scoliosis-australia.org. If you have any concerns and or queries, please make an appointment with your 
doctor or contact the College’s nurse on 9247 9216.

Kate Buffham | School Nurse

Thinking About Becoming Catholic?
A ‘Course Enquiry’ dealing with the beliefs and practices of Catholics will be offered at Our Lady of Mercy Parish, 
Girrawheen commencing from late September, 2018. This course is for any adult interested in learning more about 
the Catholic Faith, usually, but not necessarily, with the intention of becoming Catholic. The course involves weekly 
one hour sessions, usually in the evening. The timing is flexible and will be arranged to best suit the participants.

The sessions will run from late September till shortly after Easter 2019 with some breaks. The main course of about 
four weeks is run in the Christmas to New Year period.

Enquies may be directed to the Parish Priest, Fr Albert Saminedi, on 0426 506 510,  the Parish office on 9342 3562 
(Tuesdays & Thursday, 10am - 1pm),  email sec@olomp.org.au or through Br Geoff Seaman on 9342 6710.

Catch-up Sacramental Program
During Semester Two we will be offering a Sacramental program for students who may have missed receiving 
sacraments for various reasons. These may include having missed Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation. If students have been baptised in another Christian denomination they can be prepared for being 
received into the Catholic Church. Preparation classes would be held after school one day a week. This program is 
being offered across the whole College community, Kindergarten to Year Twelve.

If you are interested or have any questions please contact Mrs Melissa Cartner, Mrs Carmel Gentelli-Pace or Mrs Jackie 
Holbrook either personally or by email or phone.

PRIMARY



School Banking
A reminder to bring your banking in each Tuesday and earn House points!  Whenever a deposit is made students can 
also ‘deposit’ a token from their house.  Each house will earn points towards their overall tally depending on which 
has the most tokens.  House points earned are shared at assemblies and always received enthusiastically.  So bring 
your bank books along to the Year One area or leave in the class satchel for processing. Every deposit brings you 
closer to earning some great prizes and going into the draw for the  big end of year rewards.  Also, our school benefits 
from every deposit with an incentive from the Commonwealth Bank for participating in the program.  

Science Week
Next Tuesday, 14 August, all Primary classes will visit the Science Fair in the Community Hall. The Science Fair is 
organised by the secondary Science Club students and teachers and is a fantastic opportunity for all students to 
engage in hands on activities and explorations around a theme.  We will share the fair through photographs in the 
next newsletter.  The National Science Week theme this year is Moments of Discovery – game changers and 
change makers through the ages.  Some of the activities planned at this year’s fair include:

• classification – preserved specimens to observe 
• microscopy – slides to prepare and observe                          
• human anatomy and medicine – human torsos to put together
• DNA and genetics – DNA models to make
• circuits – designing and building circuits
• telescopes – looking at our solar system
• travel – paper planes; buoyant boats to make
• construction – pyramids; bridges to make  
• technology – looking at the change in technology over time

2018 Primary Ninja Warrior
Whilst many of us have been glued to the television screens to watch Australian Ninja Warrior, our very own Mercy 
version recently played out in a pulsating grand finale. 

Early on, in the lead up week, every student from Years One to Six were put through a time trial course with the top 12 
(three from each house) qualifying for the final. Whilst the trials were challenging and closely contested, it was the 
increase in difficulty in the grand final that made it such a spectacle. As 200 primary students crammed in to the junior 
playground area to witness the twelve Mercy finalists take on the Ninja course, it was soon realised that the person to 
be crowned the 2018 Mercy Ninja Warrior Champion, was going to have to be a super talented athlete, not just at 
ground level over the obstacles, but also above their head with arial strength and endurance a big factor. 

McAdam’s Emma Ee and Flynn’s Joshua Saldanha and Vivian Nguyen kicked off proceedings with all three athletes 
struggling through the early parts of the course. O’Dea’s Maddy Howard and Jorden Friesema, both with incredible 
upper body strength were amazing as they forged through the rope section only to come unstuck on the dismount. It 
was then up to Augustine’s talented and speedy duo in Oliver Carr and Kevin Duong to tackle the course, but both boys 
failing to come to grips with the huge amount of upper body strength needed to negate the arial section. The very 
versatile Ethan Harders was next with an excellent early showing until he too fell on the sagging rope section. 

In the end it was left to four very strong, agile and incredibly athletic individuals. Isaac Le, last year’s runner up, made 
the course his own, completing it in 1 minute 55 seconds to just miss out on a podium spot in fourth place. Last year’s 
bronze medallist, Damien Jallah, showed the right mix of speed and strength as he raced through the obstacles in 1.20 
to again take the bronze. Flynn athlete and well known monkey bar specialist, Alysha Mowtschan, poised as always, ran 
a brilliant final with astonishing aerial ability, finishing just one second (1.13) behind the eventual winner in what was 
a phenomenally close contest. 

However, the day, and Ninja Warrior title, belonged to fellow Year Five and McAdam student, Shayla Dunkley, who 
stunned all onlookers with her gymnastic flare and well timed leaps. Shayla had meticulously planned her run knowing 
exactly how she was going to attack each and every obstacle. Her time of 1.12 was just enough to edge out Alysha and 
give her the newly crowned title of Mercy Ninja Warrior Champion for 2018. 
 
Congratulations to all finalists for such a thrilling and closely contested final!

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education Teacher



Early Bird Reading
Term Two once again proved to be hugely successful for our Early Bird Reading program. Over the nine weeks, we had 
332 students come to the Library on Wednesday mornings to read a great story or support one of our younger students. 
It was a pleasure to present 30 certificates to those students who were diligent and attended more than half of the 
sessions. Special mention needs to be given to 7 incredibly committed students who attended every single week of the 
term! Those students are Lachlan Short, Hope Semuntu, Victoria Semuntu, Ivan Duong, Tia James, Tia Buchanan and 
Dylan Buchanan. They each received one of our special gold certificates as well as a prize for their dedication. 
Congratulations!

Early Bird Reading is on every Wednesday in the Library during the term from 8.00am-8.25am. All primary students are 
welcome!

Ms Sallie and Mrs Deeny

Shoenstatt Shrine Excursion
On Tuesday the Year Four students went on an excursion to Shoenstatt Shrine as part of their Religion Unit about the 
Eucharist. They learnt about the sacred vessels used during the celebration of the Eucharist and they had the 
opportunity to wear the liturgical clothing worn by the priest, acolyte and altar servers. The students each decorated a 
candle with symbols of Communion and wrote a prayer which Sr Lisette has taken with her to the Shoenstatt Shrine in 
Germany. They visited a beautiful chapel where they each said a prayer and Sr Lisette helped them discover what a 
treasure they are to Jesus. 

Mrs Allison Barnard | Year Four Teacher



NAIDOC Week
Last week we celebrated NAIDOC Week with a wonderful mix of stories, art work, 
cooking, face painting and singing across all year levels.  We thoroughly enjoyed 
a fantastic dance performance by students from Governor Stirling Senior High 
School and listened to the beautiful voice of Lilly Gogos who shared some 
well-known songs, including Waltzing Matilda and I Am Australian, with the 
children.  We were also fortunate to have Ms Melissa Rooney, mum of John’te, 
Dorian and Keiyon, come to share with us some of her life story and speak about 
the importance of this year’s message – Because of Her, We Can.  It was good 
to hear the message that the strong women in our lives should be recognised for 
the vital role they play in shaping the generations of tomorrow.

SECONDARY

Merit Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week.  We are very proud of your 
achievements and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others.  Keep up 
the good work and striving to achieve your goals.  It is wonderful to recognise the big effort you have shown.  Well 
done!
Week Three
Pre-Primary Rho: Hadley Clifford, Heidi Galos and Victoria Dhieu
Pre-Primary Chi: Kai Le, Gloria Pavisic and Peter D'Castro

Year 1 Rho: Sienna D'Gama and Gabriella Paul D'Castro
Year 1 Chi:  Ryan Maw and Ebony Eggington-Bynder

Year 2 Chi:  Dylan Galloway and Kelly Nguyen

Year 3 Rho: Angela Pham and Dylan Westerburger

Year 4 Rho: Bree Galos and Kane Kwaw
Year 4 Chi: Bailey Guile and Marina Paul

Year 5 Chi: Henry Bui, Hayden Browne, Alexander Moir

Year 6 Rho: Shonim Ayyami and John Ni
Year 6 Chi: Dylan Principe and Siena Britton

Week Four
Pre-Primary Rho: Charlotte Wylie, Domenic Ivanoski and Heidi 
Mebrahtu
Pre-Primary Chi: Angela Pham, Atreyu Colella and Elias O’Brien

Year 1 Rho: Nuenue Aung and  Christian Nega
Year 1 Chi:  Meron Tesfagergis and Eli McKenna

Year 2 Chi:  JEva Beumer and Anthony Bui

Year 3 Rho: Henri Kalombo and Tahlia Maltese

Year 4 Rho: Anthony Nguyen and Jenson Harders
Year 4 Chi: CeCe Tang and Matthew Rodrigues

Year 5 Rho: Shayla Dunkley, Shenaya Berryman
Year 5 Chi: Aiden Groves and Yar Wade

Year 6 Rho: Kenzie Smith, Ethan Harders, Isaac Dzuy-Le
Year 6 Chi: Austin Moyle and Kathy Tran

ACC Lightning Carnival
On July 25, the Year Ten male AFL team participated in the ACC 
Lightning Carnival. The team had been training throughout Term 
Two in preparation for the carnival. The efforts of the students were 
outstanding. Led by captain Jake Watson the tackling pressure 
from the Mercy team was immense. Best players throughout the 
carnival were awarded to Thomas McLoughlin for his ruck work, 
Isaiah Hart-Hayward for his midfield clearance work and Blake 
Sunjich for his line breaking. The College missed out on making the 
Grand Final; however, it was great to have Mercy College 
participating in an AFL competition again.

A big thank you to Mr Ryan Lewis who helped train the students on 
Friday mornings. Jaylen Parsons in Year 12 has been outstanding in 
his role as student coach of the team.

Mr Albert Borrello | Coach



Mercy College Arts Camp
At the end of July, students from Music, Dance and Drama came together for the first ever Mercy College Arts Camp at 
Woodman Point. Term Three is always busy in the Arts as students prepare for their performances and hone their skills 
in preparation for the Catholic Performing Arts Festival.  

Held over three days the camp was a whirl of energy and excitement as students spent their time singing, dancing, 
acting or playing their pieces under the guidance of professional instructors to help them produce items of an 
excellent standard.  

Although the camp was intended to facilitate intensive and productive rehearsals all students were able to engage in 
fun and energetic adventure activities such as bike riding and archery as well as sporting games and beach walks in 
their free time. 

The Bush Dance on the first night was a display of straw hats, flannel and denim.  Hosted by the Mucky Duck Bush Band 
students gathered in the hall to skip, spin, do-si-do and strip the willow as they learnt to bush dance along to the live 
band.  Students had a lot of laughs and it was a great way to keep warm on a cool night. 

The final night, was an opportunity for many of our gifted students (and staff ) to showcase their musical acts or dances. 
It was a very entertaining and encouraging night and definitely a highlight for many.  

The overall behaviour of students on camp was exceptional with many new friendships birthed.  A big thankyou to 
students and parents from FOMM who helped to fundraise for this camp and for the supportive staff who gave their 
time to be part of this special event.

Mrs  Jodie Harders | Music Coordinator
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Year Eleven Retreat - Exploring the Dimensions of Me

The focus of Year Eleven Retreat is following the theme of exploring the dimensions of myself, God and others. Two 
days of reflection enabled students to make connections to their Religious Education Program and explore their 
spiritual, creative and physical dimensions and also their place in the world in which we live. On one day students 
explored the topic “Relationships” with the Youth Mission Team and on the other day they were engaged in a number 
of activities with Form Teachers. 

In Mercy College’s Strategic Plan, under the heading of Catholic Identity, we aim to prepare our students to be faith – 
filled contributors to a more just world. Our days of reflection therefore centred around a service activity where 
students physically created a sensory garden with vegetables and herbs for the Kindy/Pre Primary Area. The year group 
was extremely motivated by the fact that they were leaving a visible legacy on the school grounds and this would be 
their gift to the College. Students also put together picnic tables and benches for use in the Frayne area.

It was heart-warming to see students working alongside staff and in particular our property service team, led by Mr 
Soren Hansen, who were instrumental in highlighting the sacred gifts God has given us to do the work he is calling us 
to do. Over the two days students also created pieces of artwork, decorated a candle, participated in an obstacle course 
and had some time out for prayer. Many thanks to Year Eleven Form teachers, Mrs Carmel Gentelli-Pace, Ms Simone 
Morgan and Ms Karen Wilson for making it an unforgettable Retreat experience!

Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission


