Worship Resources
28 May 2023
Day of Pentecost
I Corinthians 12:3b-13
We Are One, We Are Many


Additional Scriptures
Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; John 7:37-39; Acts 2:1-21; 
Doctrine and Covenants 18:5f, 6a
 
Prelude
Choose music to symbolize the concept of “we are one, we are many.” Consider using music from many different cultures. Performance suggestion: invite all available and willing musicians in the congregation to prepare the prelude music all together or in various combinations. As much as possible, use all ages and skill levels.

The end of the instrumental prelude is an opportunity to include the sound of rushing wind. Sound files can be found free on the internet with a simple search. Slowly reduce the sound of the rushing wind and move directly into the Gathering Hymn. 

Welcome
Today in our worship we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament. We take note of the way the diverse crowd of people heard Peter’s explanation of what was happening in their own language thus creating new unity among them.

Blessings of Community Time 
Announcements, joys, and prayer concerns. Provide a microphone so speakers may be heard by those who are worshipping virtually. Remember students who are graduating or completing another year of school.
Call to Worship 	
Psalm 104:24, 30-34, 35b 
These verses could be read in unison by the congregation or alternated between two or more readers.

Hymn of Praise    
	“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”	CCS 92
	OR “Wind Who Makes All Winds That Blow” 	CCS 485
	OR “Siyahamba’ Ekukhanyen’ Kwenkhos’/ We Are Marching in the Light of God 	CCS 95


Invocation

Response

Pentecost Story - Scripture Reading: Acts 2:1-12 
Suggestion: omit the list of locations in verses 9-11.
OR: Read the story of Pentecost from a children’s story Bible; for example: https://www.woodlakebooks.com/search/results/inventory/Whole-People-of-God/Related-Books/Lectionary-Story-Bible-Year-A.

Explanation of Pentecost
The Day of Pentecost, celebrated 50 days after the Resurrection of Christ Jesus, marks the day when the disciples felt a renewed sense of connection with their risen Lord. Pentecost occurred during one of three major Jewish festivals that caused many visitors to come to Jerusalem from all over the Mediterranean world. As the story unfolds, each person present could understand the preaching of the apostles, even though they spoke different languages. To many, this day represents the birth of the Christian church.

Suggestion: if equipment is available use a video such as “The Holy Spirit Comes,” https://youtu.be/KwJJJoSGw84  to tell the Pentecost story. Be sure to secure permission to show and potentially stream the video.

Pentecost Hymn	
	“God Turned the Spirit Loose in Wind” 	CCS 484
	OR “On Pentecost They Gathered”	 CCS 483
	OR “As the Wind Song through the Trees” 	CCS 42

Prayer for Peace
Light the Peace Candle.
Prayer
Patient God,
You must be a patient God as you wait for your human creation to find pathways to peace in this world. We dream of a time when there will be peace; a time when the people and nations of the world will say “No! No more war!” Fighting is so much easier than the hard work of cooperation and peace. By your Holy Spirit grant us the courage to stop dreaming and get to work. Help us visualize a peaceful world, the Peaceable Kingdom that You created. And be patient with us as we seek to follow Jesus, the Peaceful One, in whose name we pray. Amen.

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Scripture Reading 			1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
Read by the speaker or another worshipper.

Message 
	Based on 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

Hymn of Community		
	“We Need Each Other’s Voice to Sing” 	CCS 324
	OR “Weave”			CCS 327
	OR “Sizohamba Naye / We Will Walk with God”	CCS 327
	Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.

Disciples’ Generous Response 
Statement
When has the Disciples Generous Response been an act of unity in diversity in your worship? (Example: there is diversity in the amounts of money given but all amounts are gratefully received.) Allow at least one full minute for meditation.

During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.
Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at www.CofChrist.org/disciples-generous-response tools.

Hymn in Celebration of the Holy Spirit
	“The Spirit of God like a Fire Is Burning” 	CCS 384
	OR “Spirit, Open My Heart” 	CCS 564
	OR “Lord, Who Views All People Precious” 	CCS 637
	OR “Keep Your Lamp Trimmed and Burning” 	CCS 633

Benediction

Sending Forth
	…preach, exhort, and declare the truth with a loud voice; with a sound of 
rejoicing. Cry Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed be the name of the Lord God!
	Pray always and I will pour out my Spirit upon you, and great shall be your 
	blessing…
-Doctrine and Covenants 18:5f and 6a, adapted

Postlude


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A - Letters 
Day of Pentecost  

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  

Exploring the Scripture 
In the Jewish tradition, Pentecost celebrates the spring harvest marked by the Feast of Weeks starting fifty days after the Passover. In the Christian tradition, Pentecost is associated with the Holy Spirit descending in rushing wind and tongues of fire on the gathering recorded in Acts 2. It is the event that unifies the church for mission in diverse languages and cultures. The Spirit that enlivened creation is the same Spirit that unites the church in Christ’s mission throughout the world today.  
Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth offers counsel for living the gospel in a multiethnic society. His words address issues, not unlike the ones we face in culturally diverse societies today. Unity amid ethnic and socioeconomic diversity was a challenge to the church in Corinth. The concern between individual freedom and authority also challenged unity in the community. Paul addressed these challenges by affirming diverse spiritual gifts for building up, unifying, and preparing the church for mission. 
Paul helps shift understanding spiritual power as something controlled by the spiritually elite to gifts given to all by divine grace. Celebrating the beauty in diversity, multifaceted spiritual gifts are given to all for the common good. These gifts are given for building up the community’s spiritual condition, not for division or spiritual elitism based on the believer’s abilities. The list of gifts recognized in these verses begins with wisdom and knowledge, which the Corinthians valued. Other gifts include faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, and finally, gifts of tongues and interpretation of tongues. The Holy Spirit gives all not according to status or merit but in the Spirit’s freedom for unity and oneness that transcend differences.   
In Roman society, the body politic metaphor was commonly used to urge members of the lower social class to accept and remain in their place. Many of the disciples Paul converted were from the middle and lower classes. Paul uses the metaphor to highlight the equality of the members. Diversity is not a threat to unity but a way of making unity possible through individual members’ contributions to the common good. Through baptism, the Spirit transforms diversity into the unified body of Christ. A member is a functioning organ in a living organism, not membership in an organization. Being baptized in the Holy Spirit is not a second-level baptism, nor is it identical with the baptism of water. The two are inseparably connected.  
The imagery of the Eucharist further expresses oneness as continuing participation in the body of Christ. Counsel in Doctrine and Covenants 165:3a affirms Paul’s message to the church in Corinth for living in a Christ-centered community: “More fully embody your oneness and equality in Jesus Christ. Oneness and equality in Christ are realized through the waters of baptism, confirmed by the Holy Spirit, and sustained through the sacrament of Communion. Embrace the full meaning of these sacraments and be spiritually joined in Christ as never before.”  
Words of counsel shared by President Stephen M. Veazey at the close of World Conference 2019 affirm that “renewing covenant with Jesus Christ includes the call to live as peaceful human beings who personify Christ’s peace.” The church as a Christ-centered community is called to unity and oneness that transcends differences. Such is an expression of Christ’s peace. The pursuit of peace requires unity.   
Central Ideas 
	The Spirit that enlivens creation and descended on the community through rushing wind and tongues of fire is the Spirit that unites the church in Christ’s mission throughout the world. 

	Diverse spiritual gifts are given in the Spirit’s freedom to build up and unify Christ’s body for the common good. 

	Baptism of water and Spirit and the sacrament of Communion spiritually form communities of unity and oneness in Christ that transcend differences. 


Questions for the Speaker 
	Where do you see examples of unity in diversity as expressions of Christ’s peace in your community? 

	How are diverse spiritual gifts used to build up, unify, and prepare your congregation or community for Christ’s holistic mission? 

	Where do you see examples of diversity threatening unity? Where do you see examples of diversity making unity possible through individuals contributing to the common good? 





Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters

Day of Pentecost

1 Corinthians 12:3–13 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
Pentecost means “fiftieth day.” On the fiftieth day after Passover, Jews celebrated with a festival. For Christians, Pentecost marks the fiftieth and final day of the Easter season. At Pentecost, the Spirit moves among the disciples and crowds of onlookers. It is on Pentecost that disciples begin their Spirit-filled ministry. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit often is depicted as flames or a dove descending to the people.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
One who breathes peace, you promised us the Holy Spirit, and today we celebrate its presence among us in this very place! Thank you for this Helper, whose closeness we sometimes see, sometimes feel, but always know.
As winds signal the change of seasons,
as fire warms the cold,
as breezes carry butterflies on their migration,
as embers hold the hope of renewal,
inspire us to bring peace wherever it is needed.
As peace flows in every language, open our eyes to the small corners in need of peace. Open our arms to hold another, quiet our voices to listen in the commotion, and strengthen our shoulders for the hard work ahead.
In the gentle and just name of Jesus, Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend five minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in, name what you would like to receive. As you exhale, state what you would like to release (for example: breathe in peace, exhale fear).
Breathe in and out, focusing on what you are breathing in and what you are exhaling.
Watch the time for five minutes. Urge participants to continue the breath prayer for the full five minutes.
When time is up, share these closing instructions: Offer a brief word of thanks to God, take a deep breath, and open your eyes when you are ready.

Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 12:3–13 NRSV
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
In the Christian tradition, Pentecost is associated with the Holy Spirit descending in rushing wind and tongues of fire on the gathering recorded in Acts 2. It is the event that unifies the church for mission in diverse languages and cultures. The Spirit that enlivened creation is the same Spirit that unites the church in Christ’s mission throughout the world today.
Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth offers counsel for living the gospel in a multiethnic society. His words address issues, not unlike the ones we face in culturally diverse societies today. Unity amid ethnic and socioeconomic diversity was a challenge to the church in Corinth. The concern between individual freedom and authority also challenged unity in the community. Paul addressed these challenges by affirming diverse spiritual gifts for building, unifying, and preparing the church for mission.
Paul helps shift the understanding of spiritual power as something controlled by the spiritually elite to gifts given to all by divine grace so that “we hear, each of us, in our own native language” (Acts 2:8 NRSV). Celebrating the beauty in diversity, spiritual gifts are given to all for the common good. They are given for building the community’s spiritual condition, not for division or spiritual elitism based on the believer’s abilities. The Holy Spirit gives all not according to status or merit, but in the Spirit’s freedom for unity and oneness that transcends differences.
In Roman society, the body politic metaphor commonly was used to urge members of the lower social class to accept and remain in their place. Many disciples converted by Paul were from the middle and lower classes. Paul uses the metaphor to highlight the equality of members. Diversity doesn’t threaten unity but makes unity possible through individual members’ contributions to the common good. Through baptism, the Spirit transforms diversity into the unified body of Christ.

Questions
Where do you see examples of diversity threatening unity? Where do you see examples of diversity making unity possible through individuals contributing to the common good?
How are diverse spiritual gifts used to build up, unify, and prepare the Body of Christ for mission?
How do you see your gifts being used for the good of the body?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response. Pray with me:
God of passion and purpose, may your Spirit guide our decisions as we make Responsible Choices with our resources. May we be wise in spending, prudent in saving, and generous in sharing, that your purposes of healing, wholeness, and well-being might be extended to all. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 328, “With Gifts That Differ by Your Grace”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
One who breathes peace, you promised us the Holy Spirit, and today we celebrate its presence among us in this very place! Thank you for this Helper, whose closeness we sometimes see, sometimes feel, but always know.
As winds signal the change of seasons,
as fire warms the cold,
as breezes carry butterflies on their migration,
as embers hold the hope of renewal,
inspire us to bring peace wherever it is needed.
As peace flows in every language, open our eyes to the small corners in need of peace. Open our arms to hold another, quiet our voices to listen in the commotion, and strengthen our shoulders for the hard work ahead.
In the gentle and just name of Jesus, Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend five minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in, name what you would like to receive. As you exhale, state what you would like to release (for example: breathe in peace, exhale fear).
Breathe in and out, focusing on what you are breathing in and what you are exhaling.
Watch the time for five minutes. Urge participants to continue the breath prayer for the full five minutes.
When time is up, share these closing instructions: Offer a brief word of thanks to God, take a deep breath, and open your eyes when you are ready.



Sharing Around the Table
1 Corinthians 12:3–13 NRSV
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
In the Christian tradition, Pentecost is associated with the Holy Spirit descending in rushing wind and tongues of fire on the gathering recorded in Acts 2. It is the event that unifies the church for mission in diverse languages and cultures. The Spirit that enlivened creation is the same Spirit that unites the church in Christ’s mission throughout the world today.
Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth offers counsel for living the gospel in a multiethnic society. His words address issues, not unlike the ones we face in culturally diverse societies today. Unity amid ethnic and socioeconomic diversity was a challenge to the church in Corinth. The concern between individual freedom and authority also challenged unity in the community. Paul addressed these challenges by affirming diverse spiritual gifts for building, unifying, and preparing the church for mission.
Paul helps shift the understanding of spiritual power as something controlled by the spiritually elite to gifts given to all by divine grace so that “we hear, each of us, in our own native language” (Acts 2:8 NRSV). Celebrating the beauty in diversity, spiritual gifts are given to all for the common good. They are given for building the community’s spiritual condition, not for division or spiritual elitism based on the believer’s abilities. The Holy Spirit gives all not according to status or merit, but in the Spirit’s freedom for unity and oneness that transcends differences.
In Roman society, the body politic metaphor commonly was used to urge members of the lower social class to accept and remain in their place. Many disciples converted by Paul were from the middle and lower classes. Paul uses the metaphor to highlight the equality of members. Diversity doesn’t threaten unity but makes unity possible through individual members’ contributions to the common good. Through baptism, the Spirit transforms diversity into the unified body of Christ.


Questions
Where do you see examples of diversity threatening unity? Where do you see examples of diversity making unity possible through individuals contributing to the common good?
How are diverse spiritual gifts used to build up, unify, and prepare the Body of Christ for mission?
How do you see your gifts being used for the good of the body?


Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response. Pray with me:
God of passion and purpose, may your Spirit guide our decisions as we make Responsible Choices with our resources. May we be wise in spending, prudent in saving, and generous in sharing, that your purposes of healing, wholeness, and well-being might be extended to all. Amen.


Thoughts for Children
You will need a:
picture of a dove
lit candle (electric can be substituted)
blanket
God has promised that God’s Spirit always will be with us. We call this the Holy Spirit. In the Bible we learn about God’s Spirit. Lots of words have described the Holy Spirit.
Dove (show picture)—How might the Holy Spirit be like a dove? Listen to what the children share and then say: When Jesus was baptized, the Spirit flew down like a dove and landed on Jesus.
Flame (light or turn on the candle)—How might the Spirit be like a flame? Give the children time to share their ideas, and then say: It flickered like a flame and touched everyone.
Comforter (let the children touch the blanket or wrap themselves in it)—How might the Spirit be like a comforter? Affirm any responses from the children, and then say: We feel as if we are wrapped in God’s love when we feel the Spirit with us.
Breath/wind (breathe out)—How is the Spirit like breath or wind? Give the children time to think of their answers, and then say: Sometimes the Spirit is like a mighty wind, and sometimes it is as quiet as Jesus breathing the Spirit upon the disciples. We can hear the Spirit in our breath, too. Cup your hands over your mouth and breathe into your hands. Listen…Can you hear the Spirit?
God promises the Holy Spirit always will be with us. Listen and watch for the Spirit in your life.


