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Subject: Grade 9 Social Science 
Term: 4         Week: 1  
Lesson Number: 80A 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 4 Civics and citizenship 
Topic 3: Government in Papua New Guinea 
Sub-topic: Government in Papua New Guinea 
Learning outcomes: 
1. Identify the various branches of government and describe their functions. 
2. Identify the other levels of government in Papua New Guinea and explain their  
    functions. 

 
Introduction 
In Lesson 80A we continue on the above topic by studying the different arms of 
government and the different levels of government in Papua New Guinea. 
 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat and 
legible. (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 
 
 
Practice Exercise 
 
Copy these questions into your book and then read the resource extract that follows to 
answer them. 
 
1. How can the Prime Minister and his cabinet be removed from government? 
2. a) What are the three arms of government in Papua New Guinea? 
    b) Briefly summarize their roles and functions in 2- 3 sentences. 
3. a)How many levels of government are found in Papua New Guinea? 
    b) Name them. 
4. What term is used to describe the sharing of power and authority from a higher level  
    of government to a lower level of government? 
5. What are the main aims of decentralization? 
6. What was one of the main reasons for the introduction of provincial governments in  
    PNG? 
7. a) What are the main roles of provincial governments in PNG? 
    b)  What are some powers that local level governments have in PNG? 
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Resource 
‘Government in Papua New Guinea (II)’ 

The Prime Minister leads the Government and has both lawmaking and executive roles. 
However, Parliament can reject his programme and or remove him from office by a Vote of No 
Confidence. The courts can rule his government's actions illegal. All three arms of government 
are based at Waigani, National Capital District. You can refer back to your notes in Lessons 69A 
and 70A on Vote of No Confidence.  
 
(i) The Legislature  
The first arm of the government is the legislature. It is the branch of government responsible for 
making laws. Parliament is made up of Members of Parliament (MPs) from the Government and 
the Opposition. 
 
(ii) The Executive  
The second arm of our government is the executive. The executive branch is responsible for the 
execution of laws and policies made by the parliament. The executive branch starts from the 
head of government to the members of enforcement agencies such as the police and the 
military. It therefore includes both the ministers and public officials. Under the constitution the 
National Executive Council (NEC), which is made up of ministers chosen by the Prime Minister, 
is the main constitutional body. The constitution states that the NEC should comprise of no less 
than six, and no more than a quarter of the total number of parliamentary members (MPs). 
Given that there are now 111 MPs there may only be 28 Ministers.  
 
(iii) The Judiciary  
The third arm of the government is the Judiciary. The Judiciary is the branch of government that 
is empowered to decide legal disputes. Its main function is to give a ruling on the meaning of 
law, and it interprets the law. In other words it plays an important role in the maintenance of the 
rule of law.  
 
What is Empowerment?  
 

To empower is to give power or authority to do or have over something or someone  

 
What is Decentralisation? 
  

Decentralisation is the giving of power to the lower levels of government, that is, the 
National government giving the power to the Provincial and Local Level governments, to 
carry out some activities, such as Licensing, and a few others.  

 
It is where a part of public policy decisions or power taken in a country’s central government is 
given to smaller national bodies.  Political decentralisation of this form aims to give citizens and 
their elected representatives more power in local public decision-making, and greater influence 
over the public policies that affect their lives. Papua New Guinea‟s decentralisation policy 
accepts a three level government system. This comprises of the National Government, 
Provincial Government and the Local Level Government.  
 
The main aims of decentralisation are to:  
o bring government closer to the people 
o promote greater participation of the 

people 

o increase government accountability and 
o channel goods and services through 

lower local level government 
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Lower Levels of Government 
 
A. Provincial Government 
When the Constitution of Papua New Guinea was adopted in 1975, there was no reference in it 
for provincial assemblies and governments. However, to prevent a secessionist threat from 
Bougainville, a constitutional change was made in September 1976 to provide for provincial 
government. To secede is to break away or withdraw formally from a political organisation or 
country. For example, Bougainville wanted to break away from Papua New Guinea and form its 
own country. The National government had to give them considerable decision-making and 
administrative powers in matters of direct concern to them. The National government also had 
to give provinces reasonable financial support. However the condition did not give provincial 
governments freedom. They could not make laws that go against the Constitution.  
 
On many issues, national law overruled provincial law. The National government could suspend 
provincial governments for corruption, mismanagement, a breakdown in running of the province, 
or constant violations of laws or lawful directives from the National government. A provincial 
government system was then introduced in 1976. The National Parliament modified the 
provincial government system in 1995. The provincial assemblies were made up of national 
members from each province, including a governor.  
 
What are the roles of the provincial government?  
Provincial governments are responsible for these following activities. 
 provincial taxes 
 community and village schools  
 local government 
 village courts  
 the sale and distribution of alcoholic 

drinks 

 the licensing and control of small trade 
stores  

 the licensing and control of sports and 
recreation centres 

 Libraries; museums and cultural centres.   

 
B. Local Level Government   
Papua New Guinea has 260 rural and 24 urban local level governments. They decide what 
services will be offered in their area. The Organic Law on Local-level Government gave local 
governments the power to make laws related to local peace, order, and good government.  
 
These include various matters such as;   

 the traditional copyright 
 land and sea resources 
 the consumption of alcohol 
 village courts, and 
 the local development and planning.   

 
National or provincial governments would be able to override local laws on the 12 subjects only 
where they can show that this would be in the national or provincial interest.  
 
The Organic Law also gave the local-level governments new direct grants of money from the 
national government, new taxing power and the right to borrow money from sources in PNG or 
overseas. Local-level council members also are subject to the Leadership Code. You can refer 
back to your notes on the Leadership Code in Lesson 78A. 
 
(Source: Gr 9 Social Science. Unit 4.pdf. (2017). Flexible, Open and Distance Education. 
Department of Education: Papua New Guinea. (Pages  69 – 71)) 


