
Sermon 13: 1 Kings 7:13-51: Furnishing the Temple

OUTLINE

Furnishings of bronze
Furnishings of gold

INTRODUCTION

Furnishing a new house can be fun as you indulge your artistic ideas, and put a personal 
touch on every room, catering for your personal idiosyncrasies, whether it is a certain type 
of reading chair, a colour scheme, or a theme.  Furnishing the temple was very different to 
that.  When Moses built the first tabernacle he was shown the design by God because it was
God’s house, not Moses house, Heb. 8:5, ‘For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he 
was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that 
was shown you on the mountain.”  Solomon for the most part sticks to Moses design.  The 
only real addition was an external one where he added the two pillars.  But each piece of 
furniture was deliberate and functional to the whole process of the sacrifices that 
maintained the relationship between a holy God and a sinful people.  As we look at the 
furniture of the temple, we are going to be looking at the pieces of bronze and gold.  There 
are two big items not mentioned, the bronze altar which not being linked to the interior and 
was not explained in detail.  Also it was made predominately of stone and did not need the 
attention of the artist.  As well as the Ark of the Covenant which was not remade at all.  

You will have picked up that there is a lot of detail about the various bronze items of 
furniture.  The golden items would have been familiar to the Jews as being part of the 
tabernacle but the newer renovated items would have been unknown.  We agree with those
commentators who take this to be an indication of God’s delight in the beauty of the 
craftsmanship of the various parts of the temple.  Since Solomon is a type of Christ, and the
temple prefigures the church there is a powerful truth being communicated here: God the 
mastercraftsman is building a beautiful temple, which is us.  The precious metals and the 
artistic care, are a reminder of the beautiful thing that God is making of us as His living 
temple.  So as we wade through a large section luxuriate in the attention to detail.  
Remember as well that the common Israelite would not have ever seen the interior of the 
temple and this was the only way they would get to know what is inside.  See the mercy of 
God who gives His people glimpses of the things they cannot see.  Appreciate how God 
loves to tell His people about the beauty and detail of His presence

Furnishings of bronze

Our portion begins with the identity of the worker of bronze, v13-14, ‘And King Solomon 
sent and brought Hiram from Tyre.14 He was the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, 
and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in bronze. And he was full of wisdom, 
understanding, and skill for making any work in bronze. He came to King Solomon and did 
all his work.’  We are assured here of his Jewish credentials.  But more important is the way 
in which he is described as full of wisdom and understanding.  It is a reminder of the way 
the Spirit enabled Bezalel and Oholiab, Ex. 30:1-6.  God has given a task and He provides 
the necessary skills to bring it to pass.  Paul tells us that officers in the church when they 
speak the word in love and every other body part when it works according to its gifting also 
builds up the body of Christ, the living temple of God.  There are no wasted gifts, all can be 
used to edify the church.  But why get the best craftsman in the world to deck out the 
temple in this way?  God is a God of beauty and He is the master craftsman who is doing 



this in our own hearts.  He is making perfect things out of broken things and the furnishing 
of the temple is a reminder of the way God is renovating our own hearts, filling us with the 
fruits of the Spirit and conforming us to Christ’s image.  

V15-22 give us the detail about the two bronze pillars.  They are about 8.1 metres tall, 5.4m
in circumference, and hollow being about 3 inches thick.  They both had large and ornate 
capitals topping the pillars.  These pillars would have resembled trees and reminded of 
Eden.  They were covered in pomegranates and lily work.  Pomegranates are a picture of 
bounty and fruitfulness with the interior full of seeds.  Lilies in the Scripture are associated 
with love.  They were most likely symbolic and decorative as opposed to load bearing, since 
they were hollow.  We see that they were named.  Since the temple faced East the southern
pillar was called Jachin and the northern, Boaz.  

So as the worshipper walked into the temple complex with the temple directly in front of 
him, he would have the laver on his left and the altar on his right and at the entrance to the
temple proper would be these two humungous ornate pillars.  Jachin means ‘He will 
establish.’  The same Hebrew root word is used in the promise of God to David that He 
would ‘establish’ his throne 2 Sam.7:12-13.  This would bring to mind the covenant promise 
to David and indicates the faithfulness of God in establishing the throne of David.  Boaz 
meant ‘in Him is strength.’  So if you take these two pillars together, the one indicates the 
promise of God and the second the power of God.  One indicates the good plan of God to 
prosper Israel through her king, and the second reminds of the power of God which is able 
to perform this promise in faithfulness.  So although the pillars did not literally support the 
roof of the temple, the two pillars did graphically portray the true support and pillar of 
Israel: God.  By His power in fulfilment of His promise He would through His King bless 
Israel.  In Christ we have already received a greater blessing in salvation than any earthly 
kingdom could give, and one day He will finish His work and we will have all the other 
benefits as well.  

The next item to note is the sea, this was the large basin of water used by the priests to 
wash themselves in v23-26.  This large basin held about 44000 litres of water.  It had a 
circumference of 45 feet.  This large pool probably had two main meanings.  Firstly, it 
indicated the need for cleansing before coming into God’s presence Ex. 30:17-21, ‘The LORD
said to Moses,18 "You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for 
washing. You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water
in it,19 with which Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet.20 When they 
go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food 
offering to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die.21 They shall 
wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to 
them, even to him and to his offspring throughout their generations."’  Together with the 
altar these two external parts of the furniture would be the first things we encounter and 
the only way forward.  The altar with its sacrifices figures our need for someone to die in 
payment for our sins, and the washing indicates the need for forgiveness and cleansing.  
The message is clear, no sinner can come into the presence of God without first being 
cleansed.  

The basin is also thought to be a reminder of the Red Sea in one way every part of the 
furniture reminds Israel of the Exodus.  The Passover sacrifice was what secured their 
freedom and corresponds with the Bronze altar, after that the Israelites came to the Red 
Sea and God parted it for them, this matches the Basin.  Then there was the Manna from 
heaven and the pillar of fire, which line up with the lampstand and showbread.  And then 
finally they come to Sinai and receive the Ten Commandments which are in the Ark.  And all



these items also point to Christ.  He is our Passover Lamb; He cleanses us by His cross 
work.  He is the light of the world and the bread from heaven.  And He is the presence of 
God among us who fulfils the law.  

Some see significance in the fact that this large body of water, kept still and peaceful in the 
presence of God would have had significance for the Ancient Near mind.  The sea was often 
associated with chaos, it was the place the enemies came from, but here it the ‘sea’ brought
to order indicating God’s rule over the chaos.  

Verses 27-39 speak about 10 stands with 10 mini basins which hold about 900 litres each.  
These were used to wash the burnt offerings.  

V40-47 lists all the items made of bronze and adds the other various pots, shovels, dishes 
and tongs used as part of the sacrificing process.  Every small item was made with care, 
every part of the temple was holy and every part contributed to the worship.  Every piece 
was consecrated and set apart.  As you try and find a parallel in your own life think of the 
minutiae of your life, the little parts and see yourself as a living sacrifice who gives each and
every part in worship to God.  

Furnishings of Gold

Next we come to the items of gold, v48-50, ‘So Solomon made all the vessels that were in 
the house of the LORD: the golden altar, the golden table for the bread of the Presence,49 
the lampstands of pure gold, five on the south side and five on the north, before the inner 
sanctuary; the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, of gold;50 the cups, snuffers, basins, 
dishes for incense, and fire pans, of pure gold; and the sockets of gold, for the doors of the 
innermost part of the house, the Most Holy Place, and for the doors of the nave of the 
temple.’  Why are some items made of gold and others of bronze.  Gold was used for the 
items inside the temple building, bronze was used for the items in the courtyard.  The closer
you get to the presence of God the more precious the metals used.  The items in the Holy 
place/nave were the same as the Tabernacle.  The golden altar, the table for the 
showbread, and the lampstand.  The only major difference is that there are 10 lamps like 
the one in the Tabernacle.  

Firstly, we have the golden altar or the altar of incense.  Incense was part of every good 
hosts hospitality.  In the ancient world the smells of animals and sweat were always a reality
especially in the desert where water was scarce.  Incense was supplied to disguise the 
smells and was a thoughtful touch by any host.  In this instance the incense is covering over
the offence of our sin.  And in the altar of incense we have a graphic picture of how a 
sacrifice is received from the bronze altar.  An animal would be offered and the fat of the 
animal, or the appropriate parts would be burned, the smell and smoke would rise into the 
heavens.  The altar of incense shows that the smell is as incense to God and penetrates to 
his throne where it pleases him.  Prayer is often seen as incense in the Scriptures and so we
associate the incense that penetrates God’s presence as a sweet odour with Christ’s prayers 
on our behalf.  Christ is our mediator who intercedes on our behalf, his high priestly prayer 
in Jn 17, and his heavenly intercession are more effective than the physical incense offered 
in the Tabernacle.

Next we have the showbread.  This was placed on a table in the inner room.  In Ancient 
Middle Eastern custom to give a meal and hospitality was a very important thing.  If 
someone was in your home and having a meal with you.  You were not only offering food 
but protection and whatever other needs they may have.  The showbread is a meal that 



God invites Israel to have with him, that they might enjoy his fellowship and protection.  Of 
coarse the Israelites are not able to eat the bread, only the priests are, but the priests do it 
vicariously, that is on behalf of Israel.  The bread was made up of twelve loaves symbolizing
the twelve tribes all provided for and invited to the supper.  The bread was renewed every 
day indicating that God was always, daily inviting the Israelites to have this meal with him.
But the bread would also have reminded the Israelites of the Manna from heaven and the 
wonderful way in which God provided for them while they were in the wilderness.  But for 
the Christian the main significance of the bread is that it points to Jesus as the bread of life 
who has come down from heaven.  And anyone who eats of him will never hunger again.  
In Christ the bread which we could never eat is now accessible to all by faith, and the 
fellowship meal with God is no longer done by priests on our behalf, but by all who will 
accept Christ by faith.

The lampstands which are found in the room representing the second heavens which is the 
skies and the heavenlies and where angels are active, has some obvious symbolism.  Firstly,
the lampstands would give light all night long, and was the only light besides the shekinah 
glory of God.  The seven lights of each lamp would have reminded the Israelites of the Sun 
and Moon and the five known planets of the day.  Reminding them of the light which God 
provides for them.  However, the Sun and Moon and the stars and planets were not only for
light but to order the Israelites lives, giving them times and seasons.  And as you look at the
Jewish calendar the number seven recurs quite often.  There were 7 days in a week, the 
seventh month of the year was the month of atonement, the seventh year was the year of 
the release of slaves, and the seventh times seventh year was the year of Jubilee when all 
bought land would be returned to it’s rightful owner.
However the symbolism would have gone deeper.  The fact that the lamps are in the shape 
of a tree and hidden in the inaccessible presence of God would have reminded them of the 
tree of life in the Garden of Eden, a Garden from which they had been thrown, never to eat 
of that tree again.  Well now there is access, by way of a priest, to the tree in God’s 
inaccessible presence once again.  There is also an obvious connection between the bread 
and the lamp to the pillar of fire, and the Manna from heaven which God provided for them 
in the Wilderness.  But the most obvious connection for the Christian is that the lamp 
reminds us of Jesus.  Jesus is the light of the world, the light that has come from the 
presence of the Father into this world to save us.  He is like the lamp, for he is the only light
there is in this world of darkness.

We will make mention of the Ark in the next section. 

How do we apply a portion like this to ourselves?  There are two applications we need to 
make.  Firstly, we need to see in the temple, because it was the OT means by which sinful 
people could have fellowship with a Holy God, how each part reminds us of the person and 
work of Christ.  The work of our salvation is pictured in the story of Israel represented in the
various parts of the furniture.  The crossing of the Red Sea, the Passover sacrifice, the pillar 
of fire and cloud, the manna in the wilderness and the giving of the law and establishing a 
covenant.  These prefigure Christ’s own baptism and sacrificing of Himself, who goes into 
the heavenly tabernacle to make an offering of Himself for the forgiveness of His people.  
And we now approach the presence of God by the blood and cleansing of Christ as priests 
who can penetrate to the Holy of Holies by what Christ has done.  
Secondly, we need to recognise that God is building a temple and this earthly rendition with 
its attention to detail and beauty and employment of master craftsmen is a picture of the 
care and concern God has for us.  The pillars speak to us of God’s promise and power to 
complete His work in us, each part holy and to be used in the worship of God speaks to us 
of total consecration as living sacrifices.  We are to be both encouraged and challenged.  



Encouraged in God’s promise and power and the wonderful beauty and glory He is 
bestowing upon His living temple, and all the while challenged to employ each item of our 
lives in a constant service of worship.                  


