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regional spotlight

1848 Winery 2020 2nd 
Generation Chardonnay, 
Galilee, Israel ($24) Bright and 
racy, tangy and lively, with crisp 
acidity, fresh pear, soft minerals, 
and good balance. 90

Barkan 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Kerem Ben Zimra, Israel ($25) Medium 
ruby color and aromas of cherry and 
earth followed by flavors of ripe cherry 
and spice. Tangy, rich, smooth, and long. 
92
 

Barkan 2018 Platinum Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Galilee, Israel ($35) 
A pure expression of Cabernet: 
crisp, tangy, and generous, with 
black cherry and plum leading to 
a long, classic finish. 94

Carmel Winery 2017 Merlot, 
Galilee, Israel ($20) Dark, with a 
meaty nose; smooth and tangy 
amid lush plum. A modern and 
charming wine with a camel on 
the label. 92

Carmel Winery 2018 
Gewürztraminer, Galilee, Israel 
($20) Rose-petal nose. Smooth 
and creamy yet bright with 
tangy acidity and floral notes; 
clean and long. 94

Clos Mesorah 2017 Montsant, 
Spain ($90) Dark color; ripe and 
layered with smooth, rich berry 
notes. Wonderful now, but with 
huge aging potential. This wine 
may not be from Israel, but I 
didn’t want to leave it out. 94

ISRAELAscendant
TASTING THROUGH THE CREAM OF THE KOSHER CROP

by Anthony Dias Blue

Last year, I wrote a column  
extolling the impressive kosher 
wines I had recently been tasting, 
most of which came from Israel. 
This year, the wines are looking 
even better: They’re rich, deep, and 
modern, with style and complexity. 

The Israeli winemaking renais-
sance is being led by a passionate 
band of young professionals who 
have trained in France, California, 
and Australia. They’re making so 
many good wines that it would be 
impossible to list them all: What 
follows is the best of a very strong 
crop. (There’s one ringer among 
them, so read carefully.) Especially 
outstanding were the bottlings 
from Judean Hills’ Shiloh Winery; 
I’ve included seven of their expres-
sions to demonstrate the consistent 
excellence that is possible in this 
reawakened wine region. 
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Ephod Winery 2018 Keter, 
Galilee, Israel ($30) Deeply 
colored; clean and balanced 
yet smooth and lush. Spicy and 
toasty, with notes of vanilla; 
long and complex. 93

Ephod Winery 2018 Regesh 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Galilee, 
Israel ($35) Rich garnet color 
and an earthy nose. Fresh, 
juicy, and charming; clean, 
smooth, and balanced, with a 
lasting finish. 92

Odem Mountain Winery 2017 
Har Odem Reserve Merlot, 
Odem Mountain, Israel ($50) 
Deep garnet color and a 
smooth, spiced nose. Silky 
texture with notes of spice, 
herbs, chocolate, plum, and 
toasty oak; complex, balanced, 

and long. 92

Psâgot NV The Land Red 
Blend, Jerusalem, Israel ($28) 
Rich garnet color and a toasty 
nose; smooth texture and 
notes of bright plum and spice. 
Lifted and long. 93

Segal 2018 Petit Unfiltered 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Galilee, 
Israel ($50) This fresh, bright, 
and tangy Cabernet from 
Galilee is luscious and gener-
ous yet balanced, showing 
style and finesse. 93

Tabor Winery 2020 Chardonnay, Mt. 
Tabor, Galilee, Israel ($15) Clean, crisp, 
and fresh, with tangy citrus and pear; 
ripe yet balanced, with a long finish. An 
excellent value. 91

Tabor Winery 2017 Adama 
Shiraz, Galilee, Israel ($15) 
Deep color and a ripe berry 
nose. Clean, fresh, and juicy, 
with depth, balance, and spice 
notes culminating in a long, 
tangy finish. 92

Maia by Tulip 2018 Apollonia 
Saint-Tropez, Samson, Israel 
($22) Peachy aromatics meet 
smooth texture in this dry 
white with a fresh and juicy 
palate of clean yet lush flavors. 
The finish is long and appeal-

ing. 91   
ROYAL WINE CORP. 

Spotlight on 
Shiloh Winery
Shiloh Winery 2018 Mosaic 
Exclusive Edition, Judean Hills, 
Israel ($75) A lush Bordeaux blend 
from talented winemaker Amichai 
Lourie, the flagship wine for this 
remarkable winery is smooth, rich, 
and generous, showing depth and 
exceptional finesse. 95

Shiloh Winery 2017 Secret 
Reserve Petit Verdot, 
Judean Hills, Israel 
($50) Deep garnet color. 
Spicy, with bright varietal 
flavors and smooth, dense 
texture; stylish and long. 
92

Shiloh Winery 2018 Secret 
Reserve Shiraz, Judean Hills, 
Israel ($50) Velvety, dense, and 
lush with ripe blackberry, spice, 
and hints of vanilla. Delightful and 
long. 93

Shiloh Winery 2018 Secret 
Reserve Cabernet Franc, Judean 
Hills, Israel ($50) Deep and 
layered, with lovely spice and rich 
texture. Nuanced and long. 93

Shiloh Winery 2019 Shor 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Judean Hills, Israel ($35) 
Smooth yet fresh with 
racy plum and berry notes 
and elegant spice; meaty 
and toasty. A complete 
wine. 92

Shiloh Winery 2019 Shor Merlot, 
Judean Hills, Israel ($35) Deep 
garnet color. Lush and ripe, with 
deep, pure flavors and velvety 
texture; toasted and layered, 
long and showing considerable 
finesse. 93

Shiloh Winery 2020 Chardonnay, 
Judean Hills, Israel ($30) Showing 
smooth, ripe pear, this is lush and 
tangy yet clean and balanced with 
good length and depth. 92

ROYAL WINE CORP. 


