
This lesson encourages students to discuss the freedoms contained in the Bill of Rights and whether 
those freedoms should still be allowed in wartime. Students will be presented with cases of individuals 
arrested with the Espionage Act, and then discuss whether those freedoms should have been allowed 
during WWI. 

Before Class...

❏ READ THROUGH all the materials provided. Based on the case files, students will be generating reasons why freedoms 
should be restricted or not restricted. If you think your students will have trouble initially, you can look at one of the 
cases as a class. (See the next page for some possible ideas students might generate.)

❏ PRINT STATIONS and HANDOUTS Each student should have a copy of the guiding notes for the structured debates. 
Each pair should have a copy of the case files. (You can create groups of three if needed.) You can also add in timers to 
the Google Slides presentation if you wish. Just search for a specific time (like 2 minutes) on Youtube, and then insert the 
video. 

NOTE: If having students work with the digital version, you will need to make some adjustments depending on your classroom 
situation. I’ve reduced the slides to each case and then there is space for both sides of the argument. I would expect that teachers 
would need to have a full class discussion and limit the small group instruction to make this work effectively. It’s unfortunate, but 
SACs really work best with a full classroom of students. If it is at all possible, try to complete the in-class version. 

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8 - 11!!

Supporting Question ● Should people be able to express their freedom of speech and press during 
a time of war?

Formative 
Performance Task

Students will participate in a structured academic controversy (SAB) in which they 
debate whether individual freedoms should be restricted in war time. 

Conceptual 
Understanding (NY 
State)

8.4b - International, economic, and military developments swayed opinion in 
favor of the United States siding with the Allies and entering World War I. 
Domestic responses to World War I limited civil liberties within the United States.

Content Specifications 
(NY State)

 8.4b.3 - Students will examine the restrictions placed on citizens after United 
States entry into the war, including the Espionage Act (1917) and the Sedition Act 
(1918).

Sources: Student Resources:
● Each student should have a copy of the handout to record the information 

discussed. 
● Each pair should receive copies of the case files for students to analyze.

Teacher Resources:
● Link to the Google Slides Presentation for the classroom debate
● Link to the printable handouts and case files 
● Link to the Digital version of the presentation - (Some slides have text 

locked in the background, however, teachers can edit this text by clicking 
Slide - edit theme. The text is merely locked so that students don’t 
accidentally delete sections.)

Before Class...


