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Last week we started the “Here I Am” series with Jesus and Peter. It was an 
overview to how God calls us to be part of what He is doing, even when we may 
feel unqualified or disqualified. Jesus forgave Peter and let him know that he 
wanted him to be part of God’s work in the world. Today, and in each of the 
coming weeks, we will look at a biblical character who literally said “Here I am” to 
God. We’ll look at their life situation, what aspect of God’s character they were 
responding to, and how their story might inform our story. Our goal (and the 
tagline of this series) is to be listening, available, and ready to go. 
 
Today we look at Abraham and what is, perhaps, the defining moment in his faith 
and life. Even more important than that defining moment, however, is God’s 
definitive demonstration that He will keep His promises. And that, ultimately, is 
what affects us the most. We may be shocked and/or encouraged by Abraham 
and Isaac and what they went through, but in the end, those reactions should be 
overshadowed by the great demonstration of God’s faithfulness in keeping His 
promises. Take note of the THREE times Abraham says “Here I am” in today’s text. 
 
“Here I Am” #1: listening and ready 
 
The text and the story open up with the first “Here I am.” God calls Abraham’s 
name and he responds – listening, available, ready to go – “Here I am.” 
 
This is a hard story to start with, but I don’t want to shy away from it just because 
it’s hard. And really, it’s more than hard; it’s incomprehensible. We are told in 
verse 1 that this is a test, but God didn’t tell Abraham that.  
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There are many bits of background to this. God had previously told Abraham 
something and Abraham had doubted and made a back-up plan. God told him he 
and Sarah would have a child in their old age and though they had not been able 
to have children. But Abraham had the child, Ishmael, with Hagar because he 
wanted an heir. God told Abraham to go through Egypt and then through the 
country of King Abimelech. Rather than trust God, Abraham lied to both rulers and 
said Sarah was his sister instead of his wife because he was afraid. And twice God 
intervened to deliver him. And now God was asking an even more impossible 
thing. 
 
Secondly, child sacrifice was not unknown. In fact, it was practiced by some of the 
surrounding people. It’s what other gods demanded. Abraham could have 
rationalized his action because others did this. But was the God of Abraham like 
other gods? God had promised Abraham children and blessing. Would God go 
against His word? 
 
And finally, note that God is not just making an unfeeling demand, but knows and 
expresses the depth of what this sacrifice would cost a father. In the end, God the 
Father is the one who sacrifices His only Son and Abraham the father can truly 
understand what that means, some 2000 years before the cross. 
 

Abraham, take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac… and 
offer him as a burnt offering (a pure sacrifice for sin). (Genesis 22) 

 
The language is notably familiar to language used in the New Testament to 
describe Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross: 
 

If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all 
things? (Romans 8) 

 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3) 

 
The purpose of this story is not for us to out-think God or judge God or get inside 
God’s head and understand such a thing. I think that’s one of the things being 
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tested. Abraham, will you obey God in all things or just the ones you understand? 
Or if God is good and faithful, will you trust even when you don’t understand? I 
think of Peter and the disciples who heard Jesus teaching about “eating his flesh 
and drinking his blood” and were disgusted to follow such a teacher. But Peter 
rightly said, “Where else will we go… you have the words of life?” I think about 
young children whose parents ask them to get on a bike without training wheels 
or dive headfirst into a pool of water and it seeming like certain death. But either 
through trust or obedience, we mostly move forward. 
 
And I will offer this one release-valve for the anxiety this passage can produce. I 
don’t believe God will ask you to sacrifice your child. This was a once in history 
event that prefigured God’s sacrifice of His only son and functioned on levels 
unique to Abraham and God’s covenant. But I DO believe God will ask us to do 
things we don’t understand. And I do believe we will face the two tests or 
temptations of Abraham: 1) to judge and reject God; or 2) to make our own back-
up plan. 
 
Ultimately, this story will teach Abraham and us about the faithfulness and 
goodness of God, and the extent of God’s sacrifice and love for the sake of the 
world.  
 
“Here I Am” #2: with you 
 
The second time Abraham says “Here I am” is not to God, but to his son, Isaac.  
 
This second occurrence of these words teaches us about the nature of 
companionship. By that I mean togetherness or not being alone. Scripture 
describes this with various words: companionship, community, covenant. What I 
want you to see and hear in the story is that neither Abraham nor Isaac were 
alone in this trial. God identified with Abraham’s challenge as a father and 
Abraham fixed his faith on God the Father. Abraham likewise was present for and 
with Isaac in this test, even though Isaac didn’t understand everything that was 
happening either. Isaac fixed his faith on Abraham his father. 
 
There is a particular phrase that highlights that.  
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Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the 
lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you.” Abraham took 
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife.” (vv.5-6) 

 
The young men are left behind and Isaac has to carry the wood on which he will 
be sacrificed. It reminds me of Jesus carrying his cross towards his own crucifixion. 
And Abraham carries the fire and knife. It’s what comes next that caught my eye. 
Look right after that at the end of verse six: 
 
 So the two of them walked on together. 
 
Companionship. Community. Covenant. There was a point at which Abraham 
wielded the knife to circumcise Isaac and bind him to the covenant. Now, in the 
very last moments of this test, the father walks with the son. And Abraham is 
more than physically present for his son. Isaac calls out to his father, saying, “My 
father!” (v. 7) And for the second time in the longer story, Abraham responds, 
“Here I am.” The first time was to answer God when He called his name. Now, 
when Isaac calls him, he responds, “Here I am, my son.” In the midst of an 
impossible trial, the father is there for and with the son. 
 
One of the ways we live out our faith is that our “here I am” to God is mirrored in 
saying “here I am” to one another. That is one of the foundational purposes of 
church, of the gathered community of faith. We are here to walk life WITH each 
other because that’s how God walk’s life with us. Just as Jesus named the greatest 
commandment as love of God AND love of neighbor, our listening, being available, 
and being ready to go are a “here I am” to God AND a “here I am” to each other 
and the world around us.  
 
“Here I am” #3: listening attentively 
 
The third time Abraham says “here I am” is to the Angel of the Lord. And this was 
at the most crucial time of all because it was when everything was on the line. It 
was the moment of deciding whether to turn away, make a back-up plan, or carry 
through. And that can be the hardest time to keep listening. But Abraham neither 
turned away or tuned out God, but remained fully ready, listening, and ready to 
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go. And he heard God’s faithfulness and provision through the angel and the ram 
in the thicket. 
 
Again, I don’t believe God will ask something this extreme of you because I believe 
this was functioning as a covenant moment for us to learn from, not re-enact. This 
is most especially true because in Christ God accomplished this ultimate sacrifice 
that we could not imagine or perform. But I do believe that God asks us to do 
things we don’t understand at the time. I believe we choose between making 
back-up plans, turning away, or tuning in. And it is the last that is hardest… 
listening more rather than listening less, saying even a third time to God, “Here I 
am, listening, available, and ready.” 
 
What Does God Ask? 
 
So what sorts of things might God ask of us if we are listening, available, and ready 
to go? And what does faithfulness look like? 
 
When God gives us the opportunity to tell someone else about Jesus, we respond 
in faith saying, “Here I am - you have not given me a spirit of fear, but a spirit of 
power and boldness.” 
 
When God gives us the opportunity to pray for someone, we respond in faith 
saying, “Here I am – you have given me your Holy Spirit to help me pray.” 
 
When God allows us to suffer illness or grief, we respond in faith saying, “Here I 
am – I will praise the Lord as long as I have breath.” 
 
When we are walking through a valley of deep darkness, we respond in faith 
saying, “Here I am, Lord – and I trust my Good Shepherd to walk with me, even in 
the dark valley.” 
 
Faith is our choosing to participate in God’s promises by acting like the children of 
promise he has said we are in Christ. 
 
Faith is not clinging to our old and worn battle plans for getting through a fear-
filled life. Faith is trusting God’s promises for salvation, peace, joy, and blessing in 
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Christ. Faith is saying “Here I am” when Jesus says follow me, for we believe we 
are beloved children whom the Father loves dearly.  
 
Finally, don’t read Genesis 22 in fear that faith means God will ask the unthinkable 
of you. In the New Testament, God promises not to give us more than we can 
handle in His strength. Read Genesis 22 as Good News – even in the face of the 
unthinkable, God will not fail. God is faithful and will keep his promises to you and 
to your children. His promises are for salvation through Jesus Christ – his only son, 
the beloved son – whom God sent for us and our salvation. God’s promises are for 
an eternal home with God for all those who trust in Christ. God’s promise is to be 
with us in life and through life – even at the end of life – and to never forsake us. 
 
And God has invited us not only to receive these promises, but to participate in 
them. As we respond to God, “Here I am,” God will use us to bless and teach 
others of His faithfulness. Our faithful response will remind us and those we meet 
that “The Lord will provide.” Amen. 
 
**If you would like to dig into Genesis 22 in more depth, I have put a four part 
sermon-study out in the welcoming area. If you are reading online you can access 
that study HERE. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/l5fs922lmh3kfzh/Four%20Sermon-Studies%20on%20the%20Akeidah%20%28Gen%2022%29.pdf?dl=0

