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Hi everyone.

Kuto Bay, Ile des Pins, new Caledonia 
Courtesy of SY Lola Lei

What an amazing year it has been for us. Varekai is now safely tucked up 
in her berth at the Town Basin Marina in Whangarei while we take a well 
earned rest for 5 weeks to visit family in England for Christmas! Wow it's 
going to feel cold! Thank you to all those who took part in our Pacific 
Circuit Rally, seminars & Members nights and to all our sponsors for their 
continued support. We very much appreciate you all. Have a safe & Happy 
Christmas............NIGEL, AMANDA & ELLA 

http://www.safetyatsea.co.nz/
http://www.kiwiyachting.co.nz/
http://www.yachtingworld-vanuatu.com/
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz
http://www.rnzys.org.nz/
http://www.vudamarina.com.fj/
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz


Island Cruising is all about offering the cruising 
community "peace of mind" – through the help, 
guidance and support they give to boat owners  
wanting to venture offshore. For this same rea-
son, they are aligned to Baileys, as they feel com-
fortable with the first class insurance cover and 
claims support we can provide to their members. 

Please feel free to contact us at any time for 
more information, or with some feedback - which 
is always welcomed. 

Baileys Insurance Brokers 

Ltd 
Phone: 09 444 8860 or 0800  89858500 898585 

Fax:     09 443 4479 

Email:  pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz=Message%
20frm%20web%20site 

Postal Address: 
FREEPOST 1399 
PO Box 101-101 
North Shore 
Auckland 0745 
New Zealand 

Office: 
Unit 9 
35 Apollo Drive 
Rosedale 
Auckland 0632 
New Zealand 

ANCHORAGES - WHERE ARE YOUR FAVOURITE PLACES? 

Tiritiri Matangi  36 deg 36.18's, 174 deg 52.92'e 
Tiri is administered by the Department of Conservation as a scientific reserve, protecting 
the island for its wildlife, conservation, scientific, recreational & historical values. It is 
reverting to its original forest with an extensive planting programme. There are many 
walking tracks and the bird life is stunning...Tuis, Saddlebacks, Kereru, Stitchbirds, Kaka, 
Kokako; the list goes on, plus the previously extinct Takahe are a real thrill! At night you 
may be lucky enough to spot Kiwi, Tuatara or Giant Weta too! Tiritiri Matangi is free of 
mammalian predators and it is very important to keep it that way. You need a light NE 
wind and no swell to anchor safely. There are a number of anchorages on both the north 
and south sides of the Whangaparoa Peninsulato to spend the night however.

tel:+64-800-89-8585
mailto:pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz?Subject=Message%20from%20web%20site
mailto:pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz?Subject=Message%20from%20web%20site
http://www.baileysinsurance.co.nz/


Island Cruising NZ is very proud to announce that our new website 

is currently under construction and are very excited about its 

imminent launch. We very much appreciate the generous 

sponsorship from  Superior Personnel who have given us so much 

help and guidance to finally get this off the ground.  

Please watch out for the change over the next couple of months at 

www.islandcruising.nz  



MEMBERS PROFILE 

Names: Steve & Jenny 

Boat Name & Make: Close Encounters, Bruce Farr 1104 

Occupations: Consultant and School teacher 

A favourite anchorage: Matuku in the Lau Group of Fiji has some of the most 
friendly people in the world. A local man called Jessie James showed us around the 
island and then gave us bananas, coconuts, and a flax basket. The Southern Lagoon 
in Noumea and Isle of Pines, New Caledonia, has to be the most beautiful place; 
White sand, isolated islets, and amazing snorkeling. The Swallow Caves at Vava'u, 
Tonga, is another one. And of course, Port Vila, Vanuatu, must be the best port to 
provision.    

About us: Jenny is a school teacher and Stephen is a consultant.  Stephen's dream 
started as a teenager and has sailed the NZ waters for 20 years. Jenny's first sailing 
experience was only 2 years before this adventure.   This year was the first offshore 
experience for both of us on the ICNZ 2019 Pacific Circuit Rally. 

Sailing dreams: Sailing around the Antarctic, the most isolation untouched place 
on earth is Stephen's ultimate dream (not shared by Jen). Further exploring the 
pacific is a must. Ultimate we love going places you cannot fly to. Meeting people 
in isolated communities.  Swimming in blue warm water and seeing raw wildlife. 

And yes, all in a much bigger boat! 



South Pacific Animal Welfare (SPAW) is a registered charity in New Zealand and was founded in 2010 to provide veterinary care and desexing 
programmes to animals living on islands in the South Pacific. New Zealand run and managed, the organisation is often the only life-line of hope for 

animals who are injured, abused or sick. SPAW recruits veterinarians and veterinary nurses from New Zealand, Australia and around the world to deliver 
free veterinary services to the islands of Tongatapu, Vava’u, Niue, Fiji, Samoa and Rarotonga in the Cook Islands. 

The charity is responsible for the introduction of regular veterinary clinics on several south pacific islands since 2010, including Niue where we have 
delivered five clinics and our main project Tonga is now in its 8th year and in 2018 we will celebrate 40 clinics to the Kingdom. SPAW also visits Vava’u 
and Taveuni in Fiji regularly. Often, SPAW volunteers are the only veterinary professionals an island community will see and it is our hope that by being 

present and fostering positive animal welfare activities that over time people will display higher levels of compassion for all animals.  Our services include 
desexing dogs and cats, livestock care, varying surgerical procedures, and the provisioning parvovirus vaccines and parasite care to as many animals as 

we can reach during a field clinic.

mailto:247SAILING@GMAIL.COM


PROUD SUPPORTER OF ISLAND CRUISING 

http://www.hydrovane.com/


Island Cruising NZ
2020 Pacific Circuit Ra lly5 5 Countries, months, Endless beautiful anchorages
Join us, relax , explore and make new friends in Paradise 

NZ- Tonga - Fiji (via Lau group) - Vanuatu -  New Caledonia (via Loyalty Islands) - NZ 

Make your sailing dreams a reality - Island Cruising Style 

Departs NZ m i d  May 2020 and returns NZ mid October 2020

:  

One  third full & places are limited so dont miss out!

Ho w can you resist??!!

Registration now open - complete an expression of interest for 
more details. Visit www.islandcruising.nz

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz


ISLAND CRUISING NZ

2020 VANUATU & 
NEW CALEDONIA 

RALLY 

Registration is now open for the 
2020 Sail Vanuatu & New Caledonia 

Rally on our website www.islandcruising.nz 
and by using this link:

https://form.jotform.co/82100430557850
Join us in mid May 2020 to explore the lesser visited 

islands of Vanuatu for around 2 months before 
departing for rally clearance into the Loyalty Islands 
and onward into New Caledonia for the rest of the 
sailing season returning to NZ in mid October 2020.



OUR SOJOURN TO THE BANKS GROUP, VANUATU 

By Island Cruising NZ Members Ben & Helen of SY Panthera, 
One of the many highlights of our ICNZ 2019 Pacific Circuit Rally was taking our boat Panthera on a side trip to the 
more remote Banks Group of Islands which lie about a one-day sail NNE of Vanuatu’s largest island Esperito Santo. 
We sailed from Fiji directly to Luganville, and after a couple of nights at anchor in Hoggs Harbour (another de-lightful 
spot next to Champagne Beach), we set off for the southwest corner of the island of Gaua arriving there in torrential 
rain and gusty winds which quickly cleared. 
The Banks Group consist of three main islands (Gaua, Vanua Lava and Ureparapara), which together with the Torres 
Islands to the northwest make up Torba province. The provincial administrative centre is Solo on Vanua Lava which 
is also the northern most customs office in the country, and the jumping off point for yachties heading further north 
to the Solomon Islands. Both Gaua and Vanua Lava have active volcanoes. The total population is about 9000 people 
who between them speak 15 different local languages. This is truly remote Vanuatu and corrugated iron roofs are 
rare. Supply boats from Esperito Santo are also rare, and although the people are all members of one or other branch 
of Christianity, old traditions and superstitions are still common. We were honoured on leaving Ureparapara by having 
the waters calmed for us through the use of special leaves. 
During our short sojourn in the Banks Group we were able to make visits to Dolov Village, Bushman’s Bay and 
Losalava on Gaua Island; Waterfall Bay in Western Vanua Lava; and Lesereplag at Ureparapara Island. As well we 
stopped at the  Customs Office in Sola to get a new Cruising Permit allowing us to sail back south to Port Vila. 

Anchored under the rainbow at Ureparapara
courtesy of SV Local Talent



We were made to feel so very welcome at each of the villages and were treated to formal welcoming ceremonies 
with flowers, leis, speeches and (in one instance) song ... followed by refreshments. These were held in individual 
family’s homes at Dolov and Waterfall Bay ... and included gifts of fresh fruit and vegetables. We can’t adequately 
express how honoured we felt to be invited into their lives in this way. In Dolov village we were treated to a 
performance of Water Music by the local women, a tradition taught to all village girls from an early age. In 
Ureparapara we were formally welcomed, along with Gail and Dean from SV Local Talent, by Chief Nicholson and 
his family and Chief John. This was followed by a village tour led by Melody, Chief Nicholson’s wife. Her lively sense 
of humour gave an added dimension to the tour!  

Trading is “alive and well” in this Province and people’s needs were for the basics in life. In exchange for beautiful 
fresh fruit and vegetables and lobster, we were able to help with needles and thread; batteries; torches; clothes; 
towels; a file for sharpening tools (wish we’d had more of these); ointment for ringworm; playing cards; fishing lures; 
a hand saw ... and wait for it ... communion wine! In fact three villages were unable to offer parishioners communion 
as they had no wine so that was an easy fix, and it didn’t matter that it was alcohol removed! The people of 
Ureparapara are reliant on the supply boat for all their staples and the village Co-op shop had run out of soap, rice, 
sugar, batteries and salt. They were thus very grateful for any donations. 

Helen at the Welcome Ceremony With Chief Nicholson & his wife Melody 



The magnificence of the geography in the Banks Group of Islands has to be seen 
to be believed. The twin waterfall just falling out of the rock cliff that can be 
seen from miles out at sea; similarly the single one in the next bay along; 
imposing, densely bush covered volcanic cones (the tops seemingly perpetually 
covered in cloud); the tiny, flat Reef Islands that look like trees growing on the 
water; and rugged coastal reefs (which we made sure to steer clear of). And to 
anchor in a cauldera at Ureparapara, with the steep bush-clad sides towering 
over us, just encapsulated it perfectly! This was topped off by lots of rainbows 
due to the fine rain coming from the clouds hanging over the vol-canic peaks. 
Getting to and around in the Banks Group has its challenges and requires an 
adventurous spirit. In particular we found the weather to be very changeable; 
the anchorages quite small; the wind strength regularly to be 10 knots stronger 
than PredictWind’s predictions; and their predictions for wind direction were 
also not particularly reliable. We found that the Rocket Guide was invaluable in 
helping us to find suitable anchorages and for local knowledge - don’t leave 
home without it! We left the Banks Group knowing that we would have liked 
much more time to spend at each of the villages, and to have visited more 
places, and hopefully we will return. 

https://cruising-vanuatu.com/index.html or discounted price as 
direct download to device by Island Cruising NZ. 

Fruit Gifts at Dolov Village 



YACHTING WORLD MARINA
PORT VILA, VANUATU

welcome@yachtingworld-vanuatu.com

•  Yachts up to 70 foot
• 30amp power and potable water
•  Wifi to your yacht
• Marina night Security
• Harbour Moorings for rent
• Duty free diesel for Yachts in transit
• Solar heated showers
• Laundry washed, dried and folded
• Mail and parcel collection
• Marina Waterfront Restaurant(23490)

Full service Marina



Don’t give a free ride to
invasive species.

Planning on going on a few boat trips this summer?
Protect your underwater metals with Propspeed® and enjoy

more speed without fouling invaders being part of your journey.

@propspeed www.oceanmax.com





Sail South Pacific Cruising Guides
For Island Cruising NZ - Full Member Bundles

These app based cruising guide “bundles” have been developed just for ICNZ Members

The Sail Fiji / Sail Tonga Bundle is a comprehensive full   
information Cruising Guide combining Fiji’s amazing        

islands from East to West;- Lau Group, Eastern, Central & 
Western Waters, plus planning information and routes 
around Fiji. Especially developed for the ICNZ Pacific 

Circuit Rally we’ve also included The Tongan Archipelago 
from South to North. A vast array of information designed 

to allow you to “Cruise With Confidence”.

For those of you that love cruising the magic that is New 
Zealand Cruising the Sail New Zealand Bundle is a 

comprehensive  full information Cruising Guide        
combining a Planning Section to assist getting around 

the NZ coastline from the tip of the North  Island to the 
top of the South. Anchorages, cautions, tight passages, 
activities both on and off the water & stunning photos  

we guarantee you’ll find new and exciting  places you’ve 
never visited before.

For Pricing and download information 
please scan the QR code 

ICNZ Members - Special Rates.
PCR participants - Rally Pricing.

Available only 
on iPad.
iOS 11.0 
or later

www.sailsouthpacific.com



!
!

The ‘Perfect Base’ in Opua 

Self contained apartment • 10 mins walk or 2 mins by car 
from the Bay of Islands Marina & Boatyard • 

• Full Kitchen, Laundry Facilities, Comfortable Lounge • 
• Discounts for ICNZ Members • 
e:perfectbaseopua@gmail.com 

p: +64 274633659             facebook:@PerfectBaseOpua 



THE JUNIOR JETTY 
By Ella 

Hi there, Ella here……

I can't believe that this 
years rally has ended! 
The year has just flown 
by and its almost 
Christmas! Mum, Dad and 
I are flying to England 
tomorrow to be with my 
Granny and Grandpa, 
Aunt and Uncle and my 
cousins for Christmas! 
I'm really excited 
because it will be my 
first ever Christmas in 
England. Then we are 
going to Finland for 
three days!! I hope your 
Christmas is going to be 
as amazing as mine!
Look forward to seeing 
you out there!!  ......Ella

JOKE TIME

Fast Facts 




Q. What's the difference between
roast beef and pea soup?

A. Anyone can roast beef!!!!!!!

There are more than 230,000 known 
species living in the world's oceans. It is 
believed that only 5% of the world's oceans 
have been explored, which means there 
are likely hundreds of thousands or even 
millions of species of ocean animals that 
are undiscovered. 

An electric eel, which lives in the ocean, 
could power 10 light bulbs with its 
electricity.

Blue Ribbon Eel

Baby Cowfish

Ribbon eels tend to live in lagoons or coastal reefs 
throughout the Indian and Pacific Oceans, from East 
Africa to French Polynesia, as far north as southern 
Japan, and south to Australia and New Caledonia



My visit to Ilot Mato 
By Ella Richards 

This little island in New Caledonia off the south coast of Grand Terre, is a wonderful little place to visit. As you sail closer to this 
small but breath-taking landmass, you will see it’s beautiful reef stretch out around it like a cloak. When I was sailing round the is-
land ready to go through its pass, I saw three little dolphins playing in the waves by the reef and I knew when I saw them that I 
would love it there. As we entered the pass I could see all the different details on the coral that made up the lovely reef. There 
were loads of colourful fish swimming all around. After a tasty lunch we decided to go ashore and climb to the top of the island 
where it gives you an amazing view of the reef. While I paddle boarded to the beach I was greeted by a small Green Sea Turtle! It 
swum right underneath my board, so close I could almost touch it. 

After we got ashore, we started to walk around the beach looking for the path that takes you up to the top of the island. When we 
found the it, which was marked on the beach by rocks, we began to walk up. As we strolled I saw something moving on the side of 
the path. When I got closer I realized that it was a Banded Sea Snake! It was hiding underneath some tree roots, but when it saw 
us the snake started slithering even closer to the path. In the end we were forced to step round it, which wasn't my favourite 
part! The walk was short but steep, however the view waiting for us at the top of the hill was worth all the walking and stepping 
round Sea Snakes. 



 

It was absolutely spectacular! You can see a full 360 degrees around. As we stood we saw two Sea Osprey fighting over a fish. My Dad 
got an excellent picture of one of them. The water was crystal clear. We could see huge schools of fish moving around as birds were 
diving down trying to catch them. The boats in the anchorage looked as if they were floating over the sand.  

We walked back down after spending a good 15 minutes looking at the wonderful view. While standing on the beach, I saw something 
sticking out of the  water moving along the edge of the reef. It was the fin of a Black Tip Reef Shark. As we watched three more 
popped up swimming in a circle. We reckoned that they were trying to catch their dinner. I really wanted to go snorkelling, but by the 
time we got back to Varekai it was too late in the day.  

This island was beautiful and well worth a visit. I hope that any of you when you are sailing by, spend a day or two at this wonderful    
island to enjoy it’s amazing features and diverse wildlife.  



The Tide has come in! 

The forecast tables have been redesigned with innovative 

new features. We now display tides! 

Forecast Tables 

• Completely redesigned for a better experience on all devices

• A summary view of each weather variable, to simplify interpretation

• The summary uses forecast intelligence for each hour

• The tables can now be viewed without vertical scrolling

Tidal Heights 

• Truly global coverage for all forecast locations

• Tidal height data derived from satellite data and your local hydrographic

offices

• Generally accurate to within 0.15m and 20 mins

Daily Briefing also now shows Tides! 

The daily briefing interprets all the data in the 
forecast tables to give you a forecast you can 
expect from an expert. 

ECMWF data is now hourly 

We’ve increased the ECMWF frequency from 
3hrs to every hour for more accurate table 
forecasts! 

https://predictwind.intercom-mail.com/via/e?ob=pIyYahZwbSJst%2FOO2l8Vab6JGKQpn2YO%2FN%2FpgjWetas%3D&h=987db77696f4440e153892abfe3a7a174b2815c4-24685060968


FOR SALE 
"Vivacious" - 42ft Passport

Major refit 2012. 

Very capable offshore 

boat.  

Completed circumnavigation and  

 several Pacific Circuits. 

Extensive inventory on request 

All modern equipment. 

NZ Registered Ship. 

Fastidious Owner of 14 years 

Island Cruising member for 16 

years 

Price reduced to NZ

$149,000 for quick 

sale
Contact owner Russ by email: 

russte66@gmail.com 

mailto:russte66@gmail.com


FOR SALE 
SY Finch -  Beneteau 50 designed by Bruce Farr & Russell Bowler 

SY Finch was built and certified to strict EN GRP standards at Beneteau’s La Rochelle yard in France in 2004. She is a fast 4x double berth cruising yacht with 
kindly sea-keeping qualities. Fully kitted out to ensure optimum safety and self-sufficiency at ocean. She has cruised extensively in the South Pacific from 
Tonga to New Caledonia, with her best time from Auckland to Royal Suva Yacht Club of 5 days 23 hrs. Typical for her Kiwi design team!  
SY Finch comes with all her standard sailing and safety kit including additions of new 3.4 m Zodiac tender and 15hp Yamaha outboard, 2x 6 man liferafts, plus: 
- 2017 upgrade of fridge, freezer, autopilot, and 30l/hr watermaker

- Iridium GO, AIS, Furuno depth sounder, and Garmin 5012 plotter/radar

- 3x solar panels, wind generator, etc mounted on a 316s/s arch with davits

- 1000Ahr house batteries, 200Ahr bow battery for the bow thruster and
Falcon winch

- All sails and standing rigging replaced since arriving in NZ, including Main,
Trisail, Genoa, Blade, Spitfire, Genacker with sock, plus spare 135% Genoa.

- Engine: Yanmar 100hp with 80 &120 Amp/hr alternators on Shaft with 3blade
Gori folding prop, plus fixed 3 blade spare.

- Beam: 4.48 m

- Draft: 1.85 m

For more details, or to view SY Finch at Orakei marina

email: bgrayson@graysonwagner.co.nz 

mailto:bgrayson@graysonwagner.co.nz


• Say No to single use plastic bottles by using a refillable water
bottle.

• Say No to plastic straws at home and encourage your friends to
do the same.

• Use reusable bags and containers for lunches.

FOR SALE

https://www.trademe.co.nz/trade-me-motors/boats-marine/yachts/keeler/
auction-1831739458.htm

Sailing Yacht 'KENA"
Kena has returned from 18 months sailing the Pacific 
and Australia. All equipment is in date for Cat 1 and 

ready to go again!
For further details visit: 

http://www.predictwind.com/


PARACHUTE SEA ANCHOR

Para Force 10, suitable for a vessel up to 

11 metres, no extra ropes or buoys 

included, very good condition, never used. 

Cost $A1,100.00 Asking $250.00 

For both items please contact Aaron: 
021-978872 or email aaronlove@xtra.co.nz

EQUIPMENT 
FOR SALE

LIFERAFT

Waypoint 4 Man Valaise purchased from Safety at 
Sea, new October 2016, now just past service date. 
Never inflated. Made in UK. 

New cost is $3,990.00, service cost is between 
$400-500. 
Asking $1,500.00. 
Unit 1c , Pine harbour Marina. 
Auckland, NZ. - 0220 429 349 - 

allisterspick@hotmail.com.

Special deals for ICNZ 
Members.. 5% off on the sale 

of all new YANMAR engine 
packages.

10% off all labour during 
routine servicing to ICNZ 

members. 
**Conditions apply** Proof of 

membership required



Pacific Circuit Rally 2019 - Part 2
By Nigel Richards. 

Last issue we tracked the Rally fleet through Tonga and as far as Musket Cove in  

Fiji. This issue we will follow them as they trek through Vanuatu and New

Caledonia. But first a game of Kubbs on the beach at famous Musket Cove, Island 

Bar. The    ladies versus the men, of all ages competed for the victory        

satis- faction. Way to go boys! The lowest tides of the year postponed 

the paddle board racing, but revealed all the reefs of the bay in 

great detail. 

The fleet assembled then at Vuda Marina for the Fijian fare-

well party. The live jazz band had so much fun providing the 

entertainment that they stayed on for an extra hour for  

dancing and fun. The attraction of the PCR group got 

the better of other Vuda visitors and in the end the whole 

place was in raucous laughter and dancing.  On clearance day 

everyone was   presented with a salusalas by members of the marina 

staff and serenaded Isa Lei, always a very touching and tear jerking   

experience. 

The passage through to Aneityum and Anelghowhat was a fast trade 

wind run with sheets eased. The fish locker of most of the fleet were 

topped up on the trip, except that of Varekai! We broke the record 

this season for the most miles for trailing an intact lure for the   

longest distance, without a fish! 

The clearance team were flown down from Port Vila for our arrival, so 

all official paperwork was completed in the Varekai clearance ‘office’. 

The fleet then enjoyed a couple of days rest including snorkelling 

shark cave, the paradise marine sanctuary and other delights of  

Mystery Island. Roger Nagared and his family provided us all with an 

experience of Ni-Van traditional welcome and cultural living. 
SV Silvermoon. 



Many crews enjoyed walking into the surrounding hills and some 

ventured to the hidden waterfall. Everyone learned huge amounts 

about the local life and how they sustain themselves in such a   

beautiful environment. As during previous visits to Anelghowhat, the 

whole village made us all feel extremely welcome. Even if there were 

an abundance of spears and war clubs on show. Interestingly we 

shared the anchorage with a cruise ship on the second day. 

Watching the villagers change to accommodate cruise ship 

passengers was quite entertaining. 

The next stop for the fleet was at Port Resolution on the 

island of Tanna. As usual, a very warm welcome awaited 

us all as the anchors hit the sand. Traditional canoes 

paddled out to barter fruit and vegetables. We split the 

fleet into two groups for the ute ride to Mount Yasur. 

As in previous years, the ground movcing experience 

provided by the active volcano did not disappoint. 

Explosive lava from one large vent provided heart 

stopping moments for all. It never ceases to amaze me how the power of 

nature sits there bubbling away, waiting to display an       

indescribable force from the depths of the planet. Each year 

the shape of the vent changes, but the uncontrolled  

destructive potential doesn't. 

After the mountain experience 

many of the crews spent the follow-

ing days and evenings with the local 

villagers, sharing life experiences and 

food platters. Walks and swims       

together formed the basis of new 

friendships for all ages. 

Mount Yasur, always spectaular 



From Tanna some of the fleet  headed straight to Port Vila for ren-

dezvous with flights, friends and  family, whilst some 

cruised through the anchorages of Erromango. At Dillon’s 

Bay crews were treated to the new yacht club and walks 

around Unpongker village, whilst at Polenia Bay on the 

east side of the island, humpback whales produced a show 

for the anchorage off Potnarvin. One of the best fresh pro-

duce markets is in Port Vila on Efate. You can buy pretty much any selection of fruit 

or vegetable there, 24 hours a day, six days a week. The growers spend the week living un-

der the tables and maintaining a plentiful stoke for all. On a leisurely stroll back to boat 

late in the evening it is not uncommon to see the kitchen staff from many a hotel of res-

taurant in the market topping up the fridge supplies. The locals were vying for a good 

camera angle as well as tourists when a music group demonstrated theirs skills outside 

the market one morning. With dress fabrics, local food and crafts, it really is a focal point 

of the town.. However, there is now a art and craft specialist market on the wharf front, 

overlooking the harbour, where the different crafts from each island of Vanuatu can be 

found. 

One entertainment theme that the Ni-Van are particularly proud of is their fire shows. The best 

places to see the dancers in traditional dress spin the pyrotechnic batons are at Mele Beach, just 

around the headland from the main port area, or on the beach at the Iririki Resort Island. Varekai’s 

mooring buoy was just off that beach. 

It felt like the show was put on just for 

us each Saturday night! From Port Vila 

many of the fleet headed out on a quick 

exploration to some of the islands to the 

north of Efate. With the restriction to 

navigation around waters of Port        

Havannah and surrounding coast, the 

fleet had to time their departures back 

south carefully for the trip 



around Devil’s Point. A trade wind induced swell there can make it uncomfortable outside 

slack water. Nguna and Pele saw many of the fleet stop off for snorkelling and 

relaxing before the passage up to Epi and Ambrym. A few boats 

trekked up to Espiritu Santo for a Million Dollar dive, one of the more 

famous attractions. Malakula and the Maskelyne Islands proved to be 

successful ‘hunting’ grounds for the elusive dugong and the plentiful 

turtles.  Elsie, Lemara and the rest of the team at Yachting World, Port 

Vila, put on a great evening to see us off to New Caledonia. Music and more 

dancing were the theme as  fun was had byb all the age groups. 

Our passage to Lifou this year produced a bit of windward work. 

The southerly dip in the trade winds just a few days before de-

parture left us no time for an alternate plan. The French officials 

were booked to arrive 4 days later, so unfortunately

Tãwhirimãtea’s influence created a little tight sailing to make 

the time gate. 

Drueulu in the Bay de Santal once again produced some 

glorious weather and a perfect location for yet another mo-

bile clearance office aboard Varekai. As usual the team 

from Noumea were professional and efficient in their du-

ties. The fleet did their part buy preparing their vessels in 

accordance with the regulations. With the safety con-

cerns at Ouvea this year follows some events resulting 

serious injuries, the fleet headed west and south west. 

Some making the trip to Ile de Pins directly from Lifou, 

some heading for Grand Terre anchorages on the east 

coast of the mainland. Ile’s Nemou and Toupet were 

popular stop offs as were Baie’s de Kouakuo and Yate, 

though the later proved a little rolly. However, the din-

ghy expedition up the river to the village shop was fun, topped off with ice creams and a deer 

at the gas station, not an everyday sight!  



A few ‘cloud’ downers were consumed    

before the next hop south. Richard 

Chesher’s Rocket Guide proved invalua-

ble with information on tidal flows on the 

way. With a nice blip in the south east 

trade winds, the anchorages behind Ile 

Nou and Nemo provided a beautiful visual contrast 

with the mineral rich orange beaches and green fauna. In calm        

conditions this as a great spring board into the Canal de la Havannah. 

In fact you can see the entrance to the pass from behind Ile 

Nou. With the 

beautiful weather continuing the fleet was 

spread far and wide throughout the southern lagoon from Baie de Kuto 

on the Ile des Pins in the south to Baie de St Vincent, north of Noumea on the 

west coast. Many found themselves in the various dramatic and baron

anchorages of the Baie de Prony. With the night time lights from the       

earth-working plant off set by the flat dark waters, the surreal surroundings 

challenged many to call it anything but beautiful. With the time ticking, the 

fleet started to converge upon the space limited anchorage and marinas of Noumea for the final get together. 

Weather watching had already started for passage planning back to New Zealand. The early indications on the 

GRIB’s from PredictWind were giving some chances of the mid–October departure as planned. With two boats 

heading west to Australia and some extras joining us on the trip to Opua, as always the weather became the 

hot topic on conversation. With the sad loss of SV Essence on their final approach to New Zealand, passage

management was discussed in detail. All options were covered. With a lovely window for departure started 

lining up, final plans were made. Again ICNZ were able to clear the fleet on the skippers’ behalf, all the official 

departments working together to allow us to complete formalities in just a couple of hours. The fleet   

departed and headed back to the cool spring weather of Aotearoa. As often the case, the planned passage   

needed some management. The timing of the low pressure system changed on passage    requiring some     

slowing down and waiting. A few of the fleet anchored at Norfolk Island, we arrange for that in advance, some 

chose to heave-too. All the fleet though timing their approach into New Zealand nicely. The  final get together 

was held at the Marina Café finishing off a fantastic Pacific Circuit Rally. Looking forward to next year already! 



FAST FACTS

Email: David at readyallready@gmail.com

 The cables carrying phone and
internet data across oceans are
only 2.7 inches in diameter and
just lay on the ocean floor

 Great White Sharks congregate in
the middle of the Pacific Ocean in
an area known as the White Shark
Café. The area has very little food
for the animals; researchers
describe it as the shark equivalent
of a desert. The reasons for this
behavior have not yet been
identified





"That's what a ship is, you know - it's not 
just a keel & a hull & a deck & sails, that's 
what a ship needs. But what a ship is, 
really is, is freedom." Capt. Jack Sparrow

"A tourist remains an outsider throughout 
his visit; but a sailor is part of the local 
scene from the moment he arrives." - Anne 
Davison
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