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Year 2014 was yet another exciting one for us in AID Boston. We 
would like to thank and appreciate the continued support from our 
friends for the causes that affect the most marginalized communities in 
India. Since its inception in 1991, AID has continued to listen to, partner 
with, and provide solidarity to the communities at the grassroots. We 
constantly strive to learn and understand the issues faced by the 
communities and in the process, draw great strength from their energy 
and resilience.

In 2014, AID Boston raised about $245,000 and disbursed 
approximately $220,000 towards 15 projects across 8 states of India. 
With every project that AID supports, we strive to increase engagement 
with the grassroots partners through phone calls, site visits, and inviting 
them to the US to give public talks and hold workshops.

We organized 8 seminars in 2014 and hosted 2 fundraising 
concerts: a Carnatic music concert by Mrs. Sudha Ragunathan and a 
dance concert by the extraordinary visually challenged artistes of 
Articulate Ability.  We utilized tabling opportunities during local events 
to raise awareness around AID's activities.

A significant portion of our funds come from individual 
donations made possible by the efforts put in by volunteers and 
supporters like you. So we would like to thank all donors, volunteers, 
supporters, and well-wishers of AID for their continued support. 

Our efforts are aimed at sustainable, just, and equitable 
development of India with the most marginalized communities at the 
center of the development process. We are energized by supporters 
and passionate volunteers and we now welcome you to relive some of 
the memories from 2014 through this annual report. We hope this brings 
forth the impact of your support to AID and its partners. 

Humbly Yours,
AID Boston Volunteers

2014 in Review



Funds Disbursed by Focus Area
Total funded: $220,000

Program Efficiency

2014 Financial Summary
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JSS has set up a crèche program 
called Phulwari, providing meals 
and a safe, secure, and stimulating 
environment for 1200 infants from 
38 remote villages in Chhattisgarh.
 

School Health Program
Where: Sittilingi Valley, Tamil Nadu    
NGO: Tribal Health Initiative (THI)
Funded: $1,100
This school health program is an 
initiative to spread health 
awareness amongst the tribal 
communities by educating children 
in the 5th to 11th standards about 
basic health issues and sanitary 
needs, with a total outreach of 
1627 children across six of the most 
remote schools in the area.

Project Highlights

HEALTH

Kutti Doctors ('Tiny Doctors')

These are ‘Kutti Doctors’, trained by 
health workers of Tribal Health 
Initiative. Two of these children 
successfully convinced their parents 
to build toilets in their houses after 
learning in school, about issues 
surrounding open defecation. One 
even noticed her father's hacking 
cough and persuaded him to visit 
the health center for a checkup; she 
had learned about the symptoms of 
tuberculosis and was aware of the 
prevalence of the disease within the 
community.

Rural Crèche Program
Where: Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh           
NGO: Jan Swasthya Sahyog (JSS)
Funded: $101,100



Tribal Girls' Education
Where: Shivrajpur, Gujarat
NGO: Trust for Reaching the Unreached (TRU)
Funded: $15,800
Residential facilities provide girls from 
marginalized tribal communities in the 8th-
12th standards, a safe and conducive 
atmosphere for math, science, and 
extracurricular activities.

Santhali Children's Education 
Where: Bhirbhum, West Bengal   
NGO: Muhammad Bazar Backward Classes 
Development Society (MBBCDS)
Funded: $11,800
MBBCDS runs bridge schools for children from 
the marginalized Santhal tribe. Its activities 
such as singing and dancing have helped 
preserve the culture of the Santhal 
community.

Kadam Education Initiative
Where: Ahmedabad, Gujarat  
NGO: Kadam
Funded: $6,600
Kadam acts as a bridge between the 
children of displaced families in Ahmedabad 
and the municipal school system, providing 
education and pursuing advocacy as a 
means of addressing the problems of 
displacement.

Project Highlights
EDUCATION

Volunteers from AID-Boston and 
other AID chapters got together 
to write and mail letters to the 
students of the Girls' Education 
Project in Shivrajpur, telling them 
more about themselves. Not long 
after, the girls sent back letters in 
Hindi! A simple exercise like this 
allows AID to be engaged directly 
with the very people supported by 
the project.

AID-Boston volunteers 
exchange letters with 
students in Gujarat!



Promoting sustainable organic 
agriculture
Where: West Bengal
NGOs: BTS, Mukti, and BKSWS 
Funded: $20,700
 
What started with 25 farmers 
being trained in 2009, after 
Cyclone Aila hit, has now grown 
to over 10,000 farmers practicing 
sustainable organic farming on 
1000 acres of land. These 
practices have now taken the 
form of a social movement, 
bringing to the forefront other 
issues like gender equity. 

The involvement of AID has 
strengthened the participation of 
women in agricultural issues and 
lent support to concerns 
regarding health and 
environmental hazards of using 
chemical fertilizers.

Project Highlights

AGRICULTURE

When worms crawl under 
your bed

Manashi and Montu are betel leaf 
farmers from the Taranagar village 
in the Sunderbans, West Bengal. 
They started vermicomposting in a 
small earthen pot a year ago. 
Seeing the positive effect of 
vermicompost on the quality of the 
leaves, they made a temporary pit 
with a plastic sheet and bricks 
under their bed. Since the 
earthworms need constant shade 
and protection from rain and other 
insects, they found the space 
under their bed to be optimal.



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Project Highlights
Integrated Development Project
Where: Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh      
NGO: Appropriate Reconstruction Training and 
Information Centre (ARTIC)
Funded: $1,600
This project combines attention to agricultural 
livelihoods, energy conservation and generation, 
healthcare and nutrition needs, and campaigns 
to better access government development 
schemes.

Humanize India Project
Where: Uttar Pradesh      
NGO: Social Development Foundation (SDF)
Funded: $9,200
A movement to provide alternate livelihood for 
women from marginalized communities, mainly 
Dalit, otherwise involved in manual scavenging 
or agrarian labor. This is done through workshops 
and establishment of two skill development 
learning centers in the state.

Community Mobilization and Empowerment
Where: Sitapur, Uttar Pradesh
NGO: Sangtin Kisan Mazdoor Sangathan 
Funded: $12,800
Poor women and men, predominantly Dalit, 
come together to campaign for access to 
irrigation waters, employment under NREGA, and 
a fair and lawful implementation of the 
development policies made by the state in the 
name of rural peasants and laborers.

The cutting of land by 
the Sharda River

The Sharda River has been 
cutting through the block of 
Reusa in the Sitapur district 
for decades, having 
displaced some families as 
many as three times. In 
2013 and 2014, Sangtin 
Kisan Mazdoor Sangathan 
(SKMS) successfully 
campaigned in ensuring the 
construction of a bulwark to 
protect against flooding and 
in getting land allotted to 
families who were rendered 
landless by the river. 



Protection of Grasslands and 
People’s Livelihoods
Where: Karnataka
NGO: Environment Support Group (ESG)
Funded: $9,800
The Amrit Mahal Kaval grasslands 
ecosystem is  the last remaining large 
and contiguous grassland  in the state. 
ESG works with 70 villages in this 
ecologically sensitive area, protecting 
its rich biodiversity, which supports the 
livelihood of thousands of pastoral and 
agrarian communities.

Community Environmental 
Monitoring
Where: Tamil Nadu
NGO: The Other Media
Funded: $5,700
This project strengthens the democratic 
space for pollution-impacted 
communities  by empowering them 
with tools such as Right to Information 
(RTI) in their journey to justice. The work 
bridges the gap between the 
community and the Pollution Control 
Board, ensuring that corporations do 
not exceed regulated emissions.

Project Highlights
ENVIRONMENT

Monitoring Contamination of 
Water and Soil

Routine testing and monitoring of 
water and soil by community 
members ensures that the 17 
million liters of effluents dumped on 
a daily basis by industries from 
SIPCOT in Cuddalore do not 
contaminate their drinking water 
and the soil they use for agriculture. 
These regularly collected data are 
then presented to the Pollution 
Control Board officials who 
approach industries that violate any 
regulations. The same principles of 
community-based monitoring of 
industrial pollution are now being 
applied to other parts of the country.



SOCIAL JUSTICE
Project Highlights

Strengthening Local Governance using 
RTI
Where: Rajasthan     
NGO: Manthan
Funded: $8,700
An initiative focusing on increasing awareness 
and effective usage of the Right To 
Information (RTI) act to strengthen local 
governance. Awareness camps, kiosks, 
helplines, public hearings and social audits 
are organized with the aim of making the 
government more accountable and 
transparent in the execution of schemes for 
pensions benefiting the elderly, widows and 
the differently abled. 

Community Empowerment Through RTI
Where: Sunderbans, West Bengal
NGO: Mukti
Funded: $14,800
Empowering communities by developing 
awareness on RTI, and building capacity to 
facilitate effective engagement of civil 
society for advocacy with duty bearers. This 
ensures  service provision, good governance, 
reduction in corruption and promotion of an 
accountable grassroots democracy.

Spreading the word 
on RTI

NGO Manthan set up a 
kiosk one day outside the 
Jaipur secretariat in order 
to provide  some practical 
information about Right to 
Information (RTI) Act to 
common people. On that 
day alone, they were able 
to distribute information to 
around 80 people from 15 
districts.



Speaker engagements

Dalit Women's Self-Determination 
Yatra - with Asha Kowtal and 
Thenmozhi Soundararajan [04/26/2014]

Climate Change, False Solutions and 
Impacts on Communities - with Jiten 
Yumnam [05/20/2014] 

India's Predicament : Balancing 
National and Ecological Security - 
with Leo Saldanha and Bhargavi 
Rao [06/09/2014]

Collective Struggles : A Perspective 
from Unorganized Sector Workers in 
Bihar, India - with Kamayani Swami 
[06/15/2014]

Successes in Struggles for Gender 
Equity in Rural India - with Ayesha 
Khatun [06/24/2014]

Zindabad Express - with Ravi 
Kuchimanchi and Aravinda 
Pillalamari [09/11/2014]

Triumphs of Dalit People Against 
Discrimination: An Insider View - with 
Martin Macwan [09/14/2014] 

Campaigning for Universal Access to 
Healthcare in India - with Sudha 
Nagavarapu [11/08/2014]

Jiten Yumnam

Ayesha Khatun

Attendees at A Kowtal and T 
Soundararajan's talk



fundraising
Annual Team-AID-ASHA 
Marathon Program

Team-AID-ASHA is AID 
Boston’s annual fundraising 
program in collaboration 
with ASHA for Education and 
is currently in its 13th 
successful year. This 
program allows both first 
timers and experienced 
runners to train for a half or 
full marathon, while raising 
funds for the two 
organizations. The program’s 
growth and success over the 
years is attributed to an 
excellent coach and a 
group of dedicated 
volunteers who create a fun 
and friendly atmosphere. 
Funds raised support both 
AID and ASHA. More info at 
http://www.teamaidasha.org

Annual Donor Dinner 
 
The 4th year of AID Boston’s 
Donor Dinner event, “Milan”, 
was a great success. AID 
lifelong activists, Ravi 
Kuchimanchi and Aravinda 
Pillalamarri along with  
Development Coordinator, 
Somnath Mukherji, spoke to  
donors about AID’s 
philosophy, areas of work,  
and impact. An exciting 
feature this year was  
volunteer participation in 
the form of a project 
presentation which brought 
out the interconnected 
nature of issues that AID 
addresses through its work. 
Volunteers also put on an 
engaging skit which brought 
focus to an all too common 
scenario of unsustainable 
development and how an 
affected community comes 
together to overcome it. 

Carnatic Concert by 
Sangita Kalanidhi Sudha 
Ragunathan 

Sudha Ragunathan, 
recipient of India’s fourth 
highest civilian honor, the 
Padma Bhushan, enthralled 
the audience through 
classical Carnatic 
compositions and bhajans. 
Mrs Ragunathan also made 
a heartfelt appeal to the 
audience towards 
supporting AID’s initiatives 
and herself made a 
generous donation to the 
cause. 

Dance Concert by 
Articulate Ability

When five visually 
challenged dancers took to 
the stage, the audience 
was stunned. Articulate 
Ability, a nonprofit that 
nurtures talent among 
people with disabilities, 
performed to raise funds for 
AID in October 2014. The 
artists amazed the 
audience with their talent 
and ability to highlight the 
beauty of Indian classical 
dance. This event served as 
a powerful reminder that a 
physical disability need not 
stand in the way of 
achieving what may seem 
impossible. 

Vox Populi: Open Mic 

AID Boston/MIT volunteers 
and friends together put on 
an open mic event which 
was attended by over 50 
people from the 
community. There was 
stand up comedy, singing, 
dancing, poetry reading - a 
lot of fun with good food 
and company. 



 

AID is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, voluntary organization whose objective is to address grassroots issues that 
affect India. The problems of poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, health, social inequalities and 

corruption reinforce one another. AID believes that the solutions to these problems must be 
interconnected, just like the problems themselves are. AID supports and initiates efforts in various 

interconnected spheres such as education, livelihoods, natural resources, health, women's 
empowerment, and social justice. While supporting these projects, AID does not stop at just providing 

money to the organizations but takes the necessary next step with the grassroots organizations in 
making the project beneficial to the local community in the long term.

AID-Boston, PO Box 390884, Cambridge, MA 02139
www.aidboston.org | info@aidboston.org

         facebook.com/aidboston       @aidboston        meetup.com/AID-Boston      

Volunteers from Boston-based group, WRISE, 
perform a self-written play  based on Gerda Lerner's 
“The Creation of Patriarchy” at AID-Boston's 
gender-issues focused retreat in July 2014.

AID-Boston volunteers set up a publicity workshop 
to share tips with fellow volunteers on writing, 
publishing, photography, and working with the 
press.

AID Boston volunteer Nandini visiting Dalit women 
supported by the Social Development Foundation.

Face painting activities while tabling at annual 
Independence Day celebrations at Boston Hatch Shell.

 

JOIN US!

AID-Boston thrives on the dedication of many volunteers who put 
time and energy into coordinating projects with grassroots partners, 
visiting project sites in India, organizing fundraising activities, 
working on critical administrative tasks, and engaging with local 
communities on issues that AID cares about. If you are interested in 
joining us or finding out more about how you can contribute, we 
would love to hear from you. We meet every Sunday on the MIT 
campus. 

http://www.aidboston.org/
mailto:info@aidboston.org
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