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Bulgoback, a Post Office and inn, long gone. 

Various views , from the 1870's  thru to the 
1920's

  Just a small Inn and Post Office, but a most 
important and popular stopping place on many a 
journey to the High Country.

The lower right photo was taken in 1910.



INTRODUCTION
  The receipt of a fading, empty envelope collected many years ago from the old Dargo landfill 
(“tip”) threw up a brief flash of sunlight on a world now past, and, despite having no knowledge of 
any of this area, or these families, I thought to “dig”,  and I now share of families steeped in the true
pioneering spirit, all of integrity and  esteem, and a bond in family love that lasted a lifetime. 
   In no way do I represent this as fully researched family  or district history. Rather, accept it as a  
brief reflection on the life and times of  four truly pioneering families ; Donovans, Longs, Phelans 
and Hardys. 

   That envelope represented a world of formality, preciseness and communication that seems to 
have passed, and  as well, inspires thoughts of that early community and its real hardships. The  
handwriting, so neat and flourishing, but not showing  perfection of hand, appears to represent just a
simple communication  between friends. So, we  may well wonder just why this envelope, finally 
emptied of contents, was so important as to be kept for seventy years before being discarded to  a 
final resting place at the Dargo dump. Let me now attempt to find some answers to that question.

   Who was “Miss Mary Donovan", and what was her place growing up near Bulgoback, a small inn
on the track from Stratford via the  Insolvent (and later Freestone) tracks, whose earliest purpose of 
settlement was to meet the needs of travelers to the goldfields of the Crooked river and beyond?

BULGOBACK INN, HOTEL,  and the HARDY'S
  The area had already been mentioned as auriferous, and would have been prospected early. The 
Gippsland Guardian, 1st June 1860, recorded:-

  “Cobbanah Creek is rich in indications of auriferous deposits, quartz, schist, and 
conglomerate abounding, whilst the spurs from the dividing ranges are granite. 
Similar remarks will apply to Budgeee Budgee Creek and Castleburn, the latter 
bringing the waters from the eastern face of Castle Hill; its bed being frequently 
of blue schist, with vertical veins of quartz.” 
  
    The Hardys , British migrants, were noted at Bulgoback by 1868 had established the Bulgoback 
Inn and Post Office close to the Bulgoback Creek, eventually  licensed in 1882, and with seven 
guest rooms.  Joseph Hardy had married Elizabeth Mitchell in Melbourne during 1857. They 
produced twelve children. William Henry (1857), Elizabeth (1858) , George Foster (1859), Isabella 
Jane (1861), Alfred Joseph (1863), John Thomas (1864), Annie Maria (1866), Charles Edward 
(1866), Maria (1868), Frederick Walter (1870), Emily Louise (1872), Samuel Dixon (1874). (Ref.1)

    In the  Maffra Spectator of 16 March 1882 a correspondent notes the death of Joseph Hardy:-

  “Mr. Hardy has resided at Bulgoback for many years, has held this position of 
postmaster since the first opening of an office in these remote parts. His strict 
attention to business, coupled, with his urbane and courteous manner, gained for 
him both respect and esteem. Mr Hardy leaves, a wife and large family to mourn 
his loss.” 
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   Our letter, dated September 1910, arrived at a later Bulgoback P.O, still run by the Hardy's, and 
now as well  serving a small population living on land selections and blocks that included the 
twenty seven  small allotments surveyed and offered for sale in 1865. The earliest photograph 
(above) of the Bulgoback Post Office, was taken about 1873 and but a few years prior to Mary's 
birth.  The other photos taken in the 'Twenties  show a well finished hotel, and mature  pines. 

  Mail deliveries in those years were Tuesdays and Fridays at 1 pm, and even in 1912 were recorded
as still by horse. Now, to the modern mind this is trivial information.  However, these mail drops 
were times of  community gathering, with sharing  of gossip and news as locals gathered and 
impatiently waited for both the inevitably late arrival, and then the further wait as the mail was 
sorted. In some months there was another small delay, “the count”, for the survival of these small 
post offices depended on a certain volume of traffic which was tallied daily during the “counting 
months.” These were days before widespread ownership of  telephone, radio was still a novelty, and
person-to-person,  letter, or telegram was the primary mode of communication. In some areas social
interactions were very much centered around, even restricted by one's faith, and the mail drop was a
time when all could intermingle and converse freely on on a secular basis.  Letters to one ounce 
were delivered anywhere in Victoria for 2d in 1910.

  From 1911 a telephone service was available at Bulgoback, but this was on a totally unreliable 
single wire “party line” already in place, and shared right through to the Crooked River. The 
frustration and fragility of this primitive system can be better understood by reading the  fiery 
correspondence attached below as Appendix Six. 
A telephone conversation  was also a costly affair. As you read the rates following, bear in mind that
in 1911 a pair of men's tweed trousers cost two shillings, and the stockmen at Taberrabera received 
wages of 15s per week. (It is not clear whether “keep” was deducted from this, or was an additional 
bonus.)

The opening announcement in the Stratford Sentinel, and Briagalong Express of 17 Nov 1911  
declares:- 

 “....... A telephone office has also been opened at Bulgoback and the rates for 
conversations are as follow : — Leebrooks 6d, Dargo 2d, Stratford 8d, Munro 8d, 
Fernbank Is, Bairnsdale Is, Maffra 8d, Sale 8d, Boisdale Is, Briagolong Is, 
Tinamba within Maffra network, Newry Is, Heyfield Is.” (One shilling was equal to 
twelve pennies. “s” means shilling, “d” means pence (pennies)

   Conversations were usually timed in three minute blocks using a large timer attached to the Post 
Office switchboard, with the operator breaking into the conversation to give a warning to ensure a 
timely ending to the conversation. Your luck in extending the conversation depended both on other 
user demand, which included “booked” calls, and  your rapport with the operator!
 
 The contemporary account following, by “Sylvie,” well describes the physical state of the 
telephone line, while the Appendix mentioned above details  the human problems associated with 
telephony in those days:- From the Gippsland Mercury, 24 Apr 1914.

 “A TRIP TO DARGO, BY SYLVIE.
   It was seventeen years since the writer had visited Dargo, and when the 
opportunity presented itself again advantage was gladly taken of it. In company 
with Mr. Bennett, M.P., I was driven to Dargo by Mr. P. Coloe, of the Swan Hotel, 
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Stratford, arriving there the same evening. Mr. Coloe being an experienced driver 
made our trip most pleasant, and told us the names of the different mountain 
peaks along the route, and the qualities of the timber and soil. 
The telephone line from Stratford to Dargo, which is the only means of 
communication Dargo and Talbotville have with the outside world, excepting a bi-
weekly mail, presented a unique appearance; and Mr. Bell, the inventor, would no 
doubt have been more struck with the cleverness of his invention if he had been 
able to see the line which dived now on a fence, now on the ground, now up above, 
and in one place is even embedded in the earth, and at the same time is used for 
the purposes of communication. It is no wonder that in wet weather it is useless, 
and that complaints have been made as to the bad state of the line. Although the 
departmental estimate is £206 many people think it could be done for half that 
amount, especially when it is remembered that the timber for the posts is growing 
alongside the line; and if no posts at all were used, but the wire were attached to 
trees, it would be infinitely better than at present. After it leaves Bulgoback it has
been  repaired by Messrs. W. Coloe and J. Traill, who did the work on behalf of the
Dargo committee, and made a thorough job of it, at small cost. 
  It was also noted that the Freestone Creek road from Briagolong, which is 
destined in the far-off days to reach Dargo,was a very much better and more level 
road than the Insolvent Track. It, however, has not been completed yet from 
Briagolong to where it junctions with the old road, although five miles more are to
be done shortly. The grade in the new road is only 1 in 20, as against 1 in 9 in the 
old. It is no wonder that Dargo and the Crooked River feel neglected, and regret 
the departure from political life of Mr. Edgar, when their road is left in the 
unsatisfactory state it is to-day. It was pointed out to us as we approached 
Bulgoback the position the new road was to take, and how much better it would be
than the old; but at present Hardy's Hill is  worse than it has been for years, as it 
is dangerous to descend it unless trees are dragged behind the vehicles, and the 
loose stones lying on it make it very hard for the horses' feet, and almost 
impassable to motors. When ascending it, people have to get out of the buggy and 
walk, owing to its steepness and almost impassable nature. Mr. Hardy has bought 
Gee's holding,   and is waiting at Bulgoback for  the new road to be 
made.......................”

In 2008 the author observed single telephone wire insulators  high in trees along the Freestone 
route, and speculates these are still remnants of what Sylvie describes.

In 1910 we are still in a world where transport was by horse, buggy, or foot. Bicycles were just 
appearing. Goods were transported by cart, sled,  or by teams of oxen.  Long journeys were made in
stages, and the number of hotels and inns on the road to Dargo allowed not only for refreshment, 
but also for  resting or changing 0f horses.
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The Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo Chronicle 25 July 1896 shares observations of 
transport methods of those times.

“This Dargo district is an out-of the-way corner as far as cycling is concerned; still
there are cyclists there now,and a large and interesting field is open for wheelmen 
to explore. Seven miles after leaving Dargo you reach the Mitchell  River valley, 
and have as pretty a ride as one could wish for, along a good road following the 
river. Bulgoback is 16 miles from Dargo, and here I first saw how they work pack 
horses in this mountainous district. There were 12 packhorses run by Jack 
 Hubbard, of the Crooked river, up Talbotville way. Each beast carried a 2001b 
pack, and they all had bells on their necks, which made a lively musical medley as 
the stout little horses trudged smartly up the hills, not in the least concerned at 
my bicycle, which must have been a sight quite now to them. These packhorses 
take some queer loads; for one time they brought down from the mountains the 
effects of a family and four children in boxes, two on a horse. Then they take back 
loads of rock salt and bring down produce.  It is an out-of-the way place to take a 
bicycle, but for my part I say you can ride a bicycle any where, and if you are out 
on a  holiday jaunt in quest of health, the novel experiences you meet with in 
these out of-the-way places lend a peculiar charm to the tour. “
 

DONOVANS, LONGS, and LIFE by CASTLEBURN CREEK

The Castleburn area was already opening up to agricultural purpose. The Gippsland Times of 24 
June 1929 records an anecdote noting the presence of McDonalds settled at Bulgaback creek 1863, 
and an advertisement of 1865 indicated that Castleburn Station, of 16 000 acres with a 14 mile river
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Gee's Hotel at 
Cobbana,  1910, 

a few miles south of
Hardy's, on the 
track to Dargo.

Closed in 1942 for 
removal to 
Castleburn  by Jack 
Treasure, but burned
in 1965 according to
Vince Phelan 

(See his notes re. Gees in Ref.
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frontage, was for sale, unstocked.

  Thomas Donovan had married Mary Long, whose parents Peter and Mary Long were recorded as 
settled on Castleburn Station by the time of Johanna Long's birth in 1869, and titles indicates they 
were the purchasers of parts of what we now call  Castleburn Station, at least by 1868 when Peter 
Long advertised for a slaughterhouse licence at Squirrel Forest. Castleburn Station had not sold 
instantly when advertised in 1865, because an agent's advertisement in 1866 advises those with 
sheep or cattle grazing there to remove them or they would be impounded.  Mary Long's youngest 
daughter, Catherine was born in 1863 (and is buried at Dargo) indicating the couple's presence in 
the area prior to purchasing their first of many blocks. 
 
  Peter Long seems to be a colorful character. The first references to Peter show him to be miner on 
the Wentworth, and a butcher. Although he later successfully applied for a slaughterhouse licence at 
Squirrel Forest, he had long supplied miners on the Wentworth diggings with meat. A great dispute 
arose regarding the  allegedly illegal source of his animals, and the two day court case, complete 
with its charges of nobbled witness' is later here appended. 
  A witness statement indicates he was functionally illiterate, and he was also noted for his 
intemperate language,  and Gippsland Times of  24 Oct 1868 contains his public apology to the 
Grant Postmaster.

   “Public Notices  I PETER LONG, hereby desire to publicly APOLOGISE to WM. 
F. HOPKINS, postmaster at Grant, for all the accusations made by me at the Post-
office, Grant, on Sunday 12th April, 1868, acknowledging that the expressions used
by me on that occasion were without the slightest authority, and I publicly desire 
to express my regret for having used the expressions on the date above named,; 
and further agree to pay all legal costs an, charges incurred in the proceedings 
instituted against me. (Signed) PETER LONG.”

  Several references to his drinking appear, and finally in 1882, after a three day binge following the
wedding of his daughter, slit his own throat. The full story is also appended.
  A later court case saw him together with a Denis Fitzpatrick who, shortly after leaving Peter's 
company, attempted to violate one Maria Louisa Chalk, and who received eighteen months hard 
labour for his effort. (Gippsland Times, 5 Sept 1865)
  The step from miner and slaughterman to Casteburn Station would seem to defy explanation, but a
small reference in the Gippsland Times, 31 Jan 1867 may explain:-

“One of the best claims on the Wentworth, held previously by Mr Peter Long, is 
again taken up for the purpose of being worked over again.”

  Perhaps this was one story of a miner who "made it" and went ahead. Most didn't!

   Mary Long continued on at Castleburn until her death in 1903. After reading the story of the 
rustled cattle, one may be a little suspicious of her part in delaying the constable, allowing Peter's 
escape, and we may just wonder a little about her character before becoming a successful grazier 
continuously expanding her holdings. 

  Whilst the events associated with her Grandfather's character occurred too early to have had direct 
effect on Mary Donovan, she would have grown up in a district well aware of the stories of his 
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colourful past, and the imputation that may have for her family's place in the community.

 Peter Long died by his own hand , recorded in the Bairnsdale Advertiser, 7 Nov 1882:- 

 “We were informed by Sergeant Goodenough on Saturday that a well-known 
squatter in Gippsland, Mr. Peter Long, of Squirrel Forest, had made a determined 
attempt at suicide on the previous Thursday at Blackall Crook. It appears that last
week Mr. Long had been at Stratford attending the marriage of his daughter, and 
on returning home had indulged in a drinking bout at the Stockyard, and during it
had expressed his intention of cutting his throat. He stopped at Mr. Leo's, where, 
in consequence of his manner and his threats, he was watched closely. He managed
to elude his watchers, how ever, and got into a paddock, where he was seen in a 
kneeling posture by Mrs. Lee, and that lady observing blood flowing from him 
called the assistance of a packer who was passing, and on going to the man they 
found that he had inflicted a severe wound in his throat, but could not discover 
the instrument which lead been used. Mr. Long was immediately taken to the 
Gippsland hospital, which institution he reached on Friday. He succumbed to the 
injuries inflicted the following day, and at the inquest death from suicide while in 
a state of temporary insanity was returned. “

 Mary Long continued to run Castleburn Station and expand her land holdings by actively chasing 
land grants. Upon her death in 1903 her sons Peter and Jerome continued at Castleburn, trading as 
Long Bros. 

   Mary's parents,  Mary and Thomas Donovan were obviously well settled close to Castleburn 
Creek by late 1889 and had obtained permission to erect a school for their children which, when 
established, worked “half time” with the school at Waterford. Interestingly, the Gippsland Times of 
18 Apr 1898 had reported the school as already open  half time with Waterford, the teacher being 
Mr Gay. I suspect that, in typical pioneer fashion, the job was done as needed, and then the 
permissions were sought!  Not recorded as a Government school, the teacher would have been paid 
by parents at an agreed levy per pupil, and would not necessarily had formal qualification. The 
small enrollments at these small schools would not provide  sufficient income to attract a fully 
trained, “career” teacher,  and  it would not be easy to attract a quality candidate. An appendix 
records a teacher (and drinking mate of Peter Longs) at Dargo Flat who certainly did not “measure 
up,” and details a lawsuit about unpaid fees.
  Several years later there is a request to the Avon shire for a grant to enable a bridge across the 
creek to enable their children to cross to school in winter.  An enlightening letter to the editor, 
appended below with a follow up commentary  considers upgrading this school to be a total waste 
of public money, and leaves us with a mystery as to just who was agitating for the upgrade.
Chas. Daley,  in Notes of Lecture the, l0th July, 1916,"DARGO AND THE WONNANGATTA 
RIVER"  records the building, a log hut, in disrepair.

  “Darkness had fallen when I reached the top of the very steep descent to Hardy's
Hotel at Bulgoback, where I stayed for the night. The morning was typical of 
spring. The air was balmy ; the dew on the grass and flowers ; birds were singing 
gaily, and the sun's rays were genially but not unpleasantly warm. Bulgoback is a 
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pretty spot on a shady creek. It is well wooded, a fine forest of mountain ash 
being in the vicinity. From here to Dargo rabbits were very numerous. A few miles
farther on granite again outcropped in succession to the Ordovician. I passed a log
hut on the road with the legend, " State School No. ? on it. It was used by some 
rabbit-trappers as a sleeping-place.” 

  The Gippsland Times, 13 Jun 1887 reported that the Gippsland Prospecting Board had allocated  
Thomas Donovan, £150, to prospect country between Sandy's Creek and Haunted Stream. From 
1888 to 1916 we find Thomas receiving amounts from, and tendering for council work, in the Avon 
Shire, as well as, I assume, still carrying on his business as a carrier..

 A fine obituary to Thomas Donovan in the Gippsland Times of 30 Nov 1936, mentions ten living 
children, which I assume to be in order of birth:-

 "Katie (Mrs. J. Anderson, Bairnsdale), Mary (Mrs. Jim Phelan, Dargo), Dan 
(Tinamba), Patrick (Maffra), Julia (Mrs. D. Scott, Dargo), Peter (Kilmany), Thomas 
(Maffra), Maggie  (Mrs. T. Phelan, Dargo), Dennis (Castleburn, Dargo), and Lizzie 
(Mrs. M. Coloe, Boisdale)." 

    Tantalisingly, Mary's mother's earlier obituary in The Gippsland Times of 16 July 1917, stated 
 "A grown up family of four daughters and five sons left to mourn their and loss." 
(Nine children are mentioned, not ten?)

       Perhaps, as was the way of the time, the family had taken on a female relative who had been 
left bereft, and so not counted in the bloodline? This is an entirely possible speculation in view of 
Mary's sister Ellen's death in 1900 at age 33. Did she die in childbirth, and leave an infant that was 
best cared for by her sister in the family situation?
   Or did that seemingly out-of-place Donovan reference on the tombstone of Catherine Mary  
Phelan at the Dargo cemetery allude? It is recorded on one Phelan “tree” that Nora Elizabeth  
daughter of David Phelan and Mary Clune, died Nora Elizabeth Donovan. Something does not “add
up” here. Were there two Phelan children raised as Donovans?

   Two of the Donovan boys enlisted, and returned. Not so fortunate were the Hardys.
(The Age of The Age October 14, 2007 pays  tribute to “the Dargo 10, a sacrifice forged on 
Flanders fields.”  The “Dargo Ten” were recorded as Bill and Ned Connolly, Tom Higgins, Albert 
Reeves , Denis Camm, Percy and Dan Hardy, Bob See, Harry Wilson, and Peter Long. 
 The Hardy's  lost  one son  Dan, who had been recommended for the Distinguished Conduct Medal,
on October 12 1917, at Passchendaele. 

   The district sent it's youth off to war with ceremony, sometimes by group, sometimes individually.
 On 27 Jul 1915 , Peter Donovan was given a personal send off by his district:-

 “ A large gathering of friends of Pte. P. Donovan assembled at Dargo on 
Thursday evening to bid him good-bye. Pte. D. Donovan shortly sails for the front. 
Cr Riggall, J.P. took the chair. Pte Donovan's brother Patrick is already at the front.
The departing guest was presented with a wristlet watch. Reference was made to 
Pte. J Phelan, of Dargo, now at Malta wounded. Last report received he was 
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recovering. A long program of toasts songs, speeches and recitation was carried 
out  …..(unreadable scan here)...... enthuiastically honoured, and the proeedings 
concluded with "AId Lang Syne”

   Pte J. T Phelan mentioned above, was a son of John Phelan, then of Freeburgh , who embarked 
with 9th Light horse ,was wounded at Anzac Cove, sent to Malta to recover, but never returned to 
the front. Returned to Australia 24 June 1916, to receive a Service pension of 15s per fortnight. Was
survived by his wife Margaret, and finally laid to rest in the Dargo cemetery.

  A rough guess based on the sibling order and known dates of birth of her brothers, puts Mary in 
her mid twenties when she received the letter. And still at home. We may well wonder whether she 
was needed at home on account of her mother's crippling injury, a result of a fall from a horse. 
  The closeness of the district families eventually prevailed to provide Mary with a local partner, 
James (Jim) Phelan of Dargo. History attests that her sister  Maggie also found a Phelan partner, 
Tom.  There is evidence that establishes that she had married by December 1913, but I have not 
sought to find the records..
   
   Perhaps we can let our minds wander a little here to build a picture. Mary Donovan Sr., with a 
string of pregnancies in this lonely place,  and eventually with ten children to raise. Thomas relying 
mainly on Shire contracts that included roadworks and fencing for income, and obviously away for 
periods fulfilling them. The farm, on land “of the poorest description,“  obviously under her care 
whilst he was away, and the additional challenge of the children's education with only a half-time 
school, and then inaccessible at times across Castleburn Creek. The isolation of that area is obvious 
to any traveler on the Dargo road even today. Can't you feel just admiration for such as these? On 
top of the normal uncertainties of contract work, Mary and Thomas were raising their young family 
through the poverty of the Great Depression of the 1890's. The growing rabbit plague, the drought 
of 1884, and the rapid extension of the poisonous St John's Wort  along the river  would not have 
helped their farming endeavour.  At least Mary had the close presence of her mother and siblings, a 
comfort not available to many of our pioneer women. 
   The distance of any medical services from Castleburn must have weighed heavily on those 
bringing children into the world in this isolation. Unless you were wealthy enough and well planned
to travel closer to medical services for delivery, you were in the hands of any local woman who was
experienced enough to call themselves a midwife, but without any facility to cater for those 
unmentionable horrors that could turn a remote birth into a tragedy.  Vince Phelan recalls Mrs trail 
from Waterford as the midwife for Mary Donovan, his Mother. (Ref. 2)

  The Gippsland Times of Sept 13 1893 records a “home visit” by a member of the clergy 
responding to a sick call !

  “The Dargo correspondent of the "Omeo Telegraph" says a rather smart piece of 
horsemanship was accomplished by the Rev. M. Boyne, of Omeo, on Friday last, he
having been sent for on a sick call to come over to a daughter of Mrs M. Long, 
Castleburn; leaving Omeo at 4 o'clock, p.m. and arriving at Castleburn before 12 
midnight, doing the whole journey,  a distance of 60 miles, in less than eight hours.
This, considering the roughness of the track and darkness of the night, was a most
remarkable feat,and many people living here could hardly credit it could be done 
in the time.” 
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   The reader may picture  ”a track”  but the reality was that most of these tracks were of minimal 
width, some wide enough for horse traffic only. Following the bush fires of 2006, the country was 
burned clean and many of these old tracks and trails that carried all the traffic of the mining boom 
became visible again. Typically, the early mining trails opened up at Government expense were 
only  a few feet wide (One to two metres to the modern generation) and were not wide enough for a 
buggy.

Left: The track from Grant via Victoria Spur to the Crooked river.              Photos by G. Keating

Right, a section of the original mining track from Omeo to Dargo, rising from Tucker Creek.

  In the absence of close medical assistance, or spare money, these were years of  home remedies  
which included sulphur poultices, castor oil purgatives,  kerosene for nits, and turpentine whose 
valued properties included treatment for intestinal parasites. A few drops of kerosene on a spoon of 
sugar was a widely used cure for the croup. The regular visit of the often Indian hawker with his 
wagon full of common household requirements  and trinkets, also offered bottles of  propriety  
tonics and cures for all common ailments, and most families stocked at least one of the common 
favourites.

A common “cure all” was “Holloway's ointment and pills”. With these, the medicine cupboard was 
complete!

“HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT.
All sufferers from coughs, colds, bronchitis, arthritis and irregular action of the heart are earnestly recommended to rub 
Holloway's searching Ointment well over the throat, breast, and back as the case may require, twice a day. Invalids may 
confidently rely upon the beneficial  effects resulting from this treatment : this Ointment is the most trustworthy remedy for
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all internal and external ailments of the throat. 

Bad Legs, Bad Breasts, Ulcers, Abscesses, Wound and sores of any kind
 May be thoroughly healed by the application of the Ointment to the parts affected, 
after they have been duly fomented with warm water. Under the action of this powerful Ointment, aided by the Pills, the 
depraved humours of the body will be quickly removed, even scrofulous ulcers and foul sores, however old or inveterate, can
thus be cured. 

In Gout, Rheumatism , and Neuralgic Pain. 
This Ointment never fails to give relief. Its very first application lessens the inflammation and diminishes both heat and 
pain. This soothing Ointment, by depurating the blood on its route to or from the affected parts, promotes healthy action. In
severe and chronic cases the Pills should always be taken, as their purifying alternative and restorative qualities place the 
whole mass of solids and fluids in a wholesome condition. 

The Mother's Friend
Skin diseases, however desperate , swiftly be radically Cured. Scald heads, itch, blotches on the 
skin, scrofulous sores or King's evil, and such like affections, yield of the mighty power of this fine Ointment, provided it be 
well rubbed around the affected parts two or three times a day and the Pills be taken according to the printed directions. 

Dropsical swellings, Paralysis and Stiff Joints.
   Many of the worst cases of the above diseases will yield in a comparatively short time, if the Ointment be diligently 
applied to the affected parts, even when other means have failed. Whenever the malady has been of long standing the 
Ointment should be assisted by Holloway's purifying Pills which act upon the stomach and liver, guarding digestion against 
fulling into the disordered state, which the pain, tightness and fever attending these ailments are apt to produce, and which 
much retards recovery, and sometimes even makes serious the slightest case. 

 Piles, Fistulas , and Internal Inflammations. 
 Persons addicted with these distressing complaints  will find in this wonderful Ointment 
 instant means of relief, and all can effect their own cure without explaining their infirmity to anyone. The Pills, if in 
small doses, greatly assist the Ointment, as they purify the blood and regulate the stomach. 
 Both the Ointment and Bills should be used in the following complaints  Ague, Gout, Sore Throats,  Asthma, Headache, 
Stone and Gravel,  Bilious Complaints, Indigestion, Secondary Symptoms, Liver Complaints , Blotches on the  skin, 
Lumbago, Piles, Ulcers, Bowel complaints, Rheumatism,
 Venereal affections, Debility,  Worms of all kinds, Dropsy, Retention of Urine, Female Irregularities, Scrofula, Weakness 
from whatever cause,  King's Evil, Fevers of all kinds.
The Pills and Ointments are sold at Prof. Holloway's Establishment, 583 Oxford street, London ; and by nearly every 
respectable Vendor of Medicine throughout the Civilised World, in Boxes and pots, at Is 4d, 2s 9d, 4s 6d, l1s, 22s, and 33s 
each.  The 22s size thirty-three, and the 33s size fifty-five times the quantity of a ls 4d Box or pot. 
 The smallest Box of pills contains four dozen ; and the smallest Pot of Ointment one ounce. Full printed directions are 
affixed to each Box and Pot, and can be had in any country, even  Turkish, Arabic, Armenian, Persian, or Chinese.”  (King’s 
evil, scrofula,  was a tuberculous swelling of the lymph glands)

 Hygiene is understood today as closely linked to regular bathing. In those times, the custom for 
many was a once a week routine, all using the same tub and the same water. A more communal 
affair than we could understand today, but of necessity where water supplies were severely 
restricted by small roof areas and inadequate collection systems. Those few lucky enough to be able
to “pump” from the river in the 1870's did just that, but manually. The pump was a lever affair, and 
each stroke might only deliver one litre, in today's terms. Someone would have the daily task of  
throwing that lever back and forth for ten or more minutes each day to keep the tank or drum 
topped. 
   Another method was common for providing the domestic and stock water in those early times, 
and this picture shows a sled found in the bush at the Haunted Stream following the 2006-7 
bushfires. Simply, a large forked log was selected, and planks placed across the forks. After some 
shaping of the nose, a water tank was wired onto the platform and dragged to the water by horse. 
Water was bucketed in, and the whole thing dragged back to the house!
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Above. Horse drawn water sled found at the Haunted Stream. Bolts for the horse chains are  visible 
at the front. Deck planks are dislodged, and the remains of the water tank are not visible in this 
frame. Photo by G. Keating

  It did not follow that these less bathed children were any less healthy than those of today. In a 
family as large as the Donovans the older girls would have great responsibility in helping look after 
the younger children. No fuss, no bother, just a natural part and place of the family bonded in need, 
and  a natural expression of the “mothering ability,” of which it is best not to speak of today! With 
the large Donovan family, the duties attaching Mary's early place in the sibling order, ensured she 
would have approached her later marriage with a sound knowledge of exactly what motherhood 
entailed. 

  The home heating we take for granted today was non existent. The kitchen fire, or the big log fire 
that served both purposes,  was all that kept the home warm. To keep this fire going meant more 
daily effort, both to chop a log into a length small enough to drag home, but then to use the bow 
saw, or axe again, to cut the log into manageable pieces. With father away from home, the elder 
children would have this responsibility.

   The horse was still “king” in these years, and everybody had to be able to catch, saddle, ride and 
care for their animal. Every school had a horse paddock, and it was common for three or even four 
children to be transported to school on the one horse. 
   Informal “records” or benchmarks existed for most journeys, and those that were able to show  
better times attained a legendary status, renowned, and widely reported.
  A fine effort by John Long, Mary's brother is recorded in the Bairnsdale Advertiser, 28 Aug 1888.

 “A rather smart piece of travelling on horseback was accomplished by Mr Jno 
Long of Castleburn a few days ago. The young man left Mr McCarthy's residence 
about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, and after a ride over rough mountainous  country 
reached Lindenow Flat at half-past 6 o'clock the same evening, the journey, which 
is fully 40 miles, thus occupying two hours and a  half.  We (Times) understand 
from a well-known resident of that locality that Mr Long's record has not yet been 
beaten. “

 Mitigating the loneliness and isolation of those parts were the regular balls and dances held at 
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Dargo. Such events were attended by many who travelled huge distances, and were another place 
were the sectarian nature of the times could be forgotten, and alluded to in the final sentence of this 
report of the RC ball.

 Gippsland Times 29 Oct 1908
 “DARGO R.C. BALL. The annual R.C. Ball took place in the Mechanics' Hall on 
October 16th, and was a pronounced success, financially and socially. The 
committee, and all concerned in the general man- agement, deserve great credit 
for the popular success achieved. Misses Burke and Grace Cahill acted as joint 
hon. secretaries. This is always the ball of the year It is eargely looked forward to 
by the followers of Terpsi- chore-those who 'delight to chase the glowing hours with
flying feet.' Addi- tional eclat was given to this year's function by reason of the 
large number of visitors from distant parts, who graced the ball by their presence-
Melbourne, Sale, Stratford, Bairnsdale, Omeo, Briagolong, Talbotville, being 
represented. Another factor towards its success was the excellent dance music 
provided by the Seaton musicians -Messrs T. McManus (picolo), Sweet- apple 
(violin), Miss McManus (piano). It was universally allowed to be the most enjoyable
dance given for many years in Dargo. The decorative scheme in the ball room was 
bright and pretty. Ropes of greenery, with Australian, British and American flags, 
formed a festooned canopy overhead, and the walls were partly screened with 
ferns and draped flags. The stage, which was given up to the musicians and non- 
dancers, was draped with curtains, flags and floral and green ropes. Among those 
whom availed themselves of this restful spot were noticed Mesdames W. Riggall, 
A. Wishart, P. Coloe, A. Reeves, T. Traill, F. Traill, McCarthy, J. Traill, Miss Burke,
Rev. Father O'Brien, Mr Cornish (Omeo), Messrs W. Riggall, R. Ryan, D. Long, T. 
Cahill, and others.
 Other visitors to the ball included Messrs M. Breheny, Haughey and H. Bock 
(Sale), L. Walters (Briagolong), D. Long (Castleburn). 
 To forget to mention the ladies' dresses would be as malapropos as to give the 
play of "Hamlet" and leave out that individual himself.
 Both plain and fancy dress was worn. Among the latter Mr M. McCarthy takes 
foremost place as a Toreador-black and red, with gold facings and gold 
embroideries. Miss Annie McGuire, as a Spanish lady, had dress of gold tissue, 
zouave of black jetted velvet, sequins, mantilla of black lace, with soft pink rosesa
very pretty and striking costume Miss Grace Cahill looked regal as Night, gown of
black velvet, trimmed with silver tissue and fringe, crown of velvet and silver, 
surmounting long, black, silver-starred lace veil, reaching to end of train.
 Miss Joe Long, who had arranged a shamrock set, looked exceedingly well in 
white silk, trimmed with shamrocks, green sash, shamrock fan, shamrocks in hair.
 The other ladies and gentlemen in this pretty set were Misses Angel Long, Maggie
Norton, Julia Donovan, and Messrs P. Long, Jas. Norton, D. and P. Donovan. Miss 
Ruby Cahill, as Spring, looked very nice in pale green frock, with pink and white 
flowers- garland of roses. Amongst the numerous pretty evening gowns worn were 
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noticed Miss Coloe, in white silk, veiled in white and gold gauze, corsage finished 
with heliotrone flowers, white, heliotrope and gold brocaded belt, gold coil and 
tassels in the hair; Mrs Howard (Port Melbourne) looked charming in brown 
duchesse satin, veiled in nut-brown ninon, bodice appliqued with floss silk 
embroidered lace, gold cord and tassels worn in the hair; Misses Mary and Nora 
Phelan, beautiful gowns of white Oriental satin: Mrs J. Walsh, white Sicilian, 
velvet and lace trimmings; Miss Kitty Norton, white silk; Mrs Higgins, pink silk; 
Miss Elsie McLean (Sale), white silk, gold coil and tassels worn in the hair; Miss 
Marjorie Coloe, white silk frock, bodice veiled in chiffon, and trimmed with silk 
filet lace; Mrs Ryan, white silk, lace trimmings, floral silk sash; Mirs Keyte 
(Bairnsdale), pretty pink silk gown, trimmed with lace; Miss Alice Hurley, gown of
rich pink silk, lace trimmings, soft pink flowers in the hair; Miss Hardy 
(Bulgoback), light check silk ; Mrs Boyce, white silk;Mrs W. A. Coloe, white silk; 
Miss Scott, white silk; Mrs Krug, white costume, pale blue flowers worn in hair; 
Misses Traill, white silk; Miss Culhane (Talbotville), cream silk, lace trimmings. 
Many other very pretty dresses were noticed, but want of space, and a dread of 
the Editor's pruning knife, compel us to pass on. Mr Maycock made an efficient 
M.C. The arrangements at the ticket office and door were well looked after by 
Messrs J. Hurley and J. Traill , respectively. Great pleasure was given by Miss 
Alice Hurley, who sang during the evening "Kathleen Mavourneen," in a rich and 
well modulated voice. The refreshments, choice and in abundance, were supplied 
by the ladies of the district. They were in the capable hands of Mesdames J. 
Hurley, W. A. Coloe, W. Burley. In referring to the success of he ball the Rev. Father
O'Brien took occasion to thank the people for the generous manner in which they 
had helped it along. He specially thanked friends of other denominations for their 
kindly help. It was, he said, a pleasure to see the evidences of good citizenship and
fraternal feeling that existed between the members of all denominations.”

 MARRIAGE into the PHELAN FAMILY

I have no record of the Marriage of Mary Donovan  to James Phelan, or where they lived in the 
early years. James was a son of John Phelan, one time butcher of  Freeburg.
  Mary and James Phelan   in turn produced a daughter Mary (plus sons Len, Vince, and one other  
who I have not researched) , who married Gordon Hutchison on 17 Jan 1944, and  who died 6/4/93. 
The Headstone indicates:-

 "HUTCHISON, Mary Elizabeth, died 6.4.1993, aged 77 years, loved wife of Gordon, 
loving mother of  Michael, John, Paul and David, daughter of James and Mary 
Phelan, sister of Len "

  This wedding was well recorded in the  Gippsland Times of 17 Jan 1944. (Dellicknora is SW of 
Bonang, but a few miles from the NSW border, where  Mr T Hutchison had mining and pastoral 
persuits. )
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  "WEDDING   HUTCHINSON - PHELAN On January 5, St. Mary's Cathedral, Sale,
was the scene of a very pretty Wedding. The contracting parties were Mary 
Elizabeth Phelan, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Phelan "Lenara," Dargo, and 
Gordon Hutchison, of   Dellicknora, only son of Mrs. G. Hutchinson and the late 
Mr. T. Hutchison.
 The Rev. Fr. Mansfield, cousin of the bride, assisted by Rev. Fr. Callinan, 
performed the Wedding ceremony with Nuptial Mass. Miss Wilson, of Sale, 
officiated at the organ. 
 The bride entered the church on the arm of her father. The wedding gown was of 
white magnolia satin, long train, long sleeves finished with points over the wrists.
 Tulle and lace veil  held in place with a coronet of water lilies. Miss Elma Scott, 
cousin of the bride, as bridesmaid, was dressed in pale green net and lace, and 
carried a bouquet of red gladioli. Two cousins of the bride, Patricia and Cecily 
Coloe, as train-bearers, wore mauve lace and taffeta frocks with net veils and 
sprays in their hair, and carried baskets of mauve and pink carnations. Little 
Edna Hutchison, as flower girl, was dressed in salmon pink net and lace, and 
carried a basket of flowers. 
  The bridegroom was attended by Len Phelan, brother of the bride, who acted as 
best man. The mother of the bride wore a black beaded frock with a fawn fur- 
fabric coat, and black accessories, and a spray of red carnations. The mother of 
the bridegroom chose black beaded romaine frock and accessories.  The reception 
was held at "The Lounge," Sale, where the bride's parents entertained a number of 
friends, invaluably assisted by Mrs. Dixon. During the reception Reece's Orchestra 
added much pleasure to all present. The wedding cake was made by the bride's 
mother, and decorated by Mrs. N. King, of Dargo. Many congratulatory telegrams 
were read from near and far. The bride looked very charming in a rose pink 
ensemble suite with black accessories and a very nice black halo hat, when leaving
by train on a honeymoon trip."

 
    The death of James Phelan of Dargo was recorded in the Gippsland Times of 27 Aug 1925 at the 
early age of 51 years, from lockjaw, a symptom of tetanus, an illness virtually unknown in these 
days of vaccinations and antibiotics.

   "The passing away of Mr James Phelan, of Dargo, is regretted by a large circle 
of friends. The deceased was a son of the late David Phelan, and was a well 
known identity of the district, and was held in the highest esteem. His demise was
due to tetanus commonly known as lock jaw.
   He had attained the age of 51 and leaves a widow and family of four. His 
remains were brought to St. Mary's Cathedral on Tuesday, the funeral taking place 
yesterday, when the whole countryside round Dargo was represented, twelve motor 
cars containing life-long friends of deceased coming a distance of about 70 miles 
to pay their last tribute of respect. The casket was covered with wreaths and other

15



floral items of sympathy"  His estate in 1906 was valued at 4994 pounds. 

   James' father, David Phelan could well be categorised as an entrepreneurial  hop grower, 
businessman, and grazier. 
   The Gippsland Times of 6 Feb 1884 reported the neat and colorful hop fields and imposing drying
sheds of the Dargo growers as they put heart and soul into this new industry, an enterprise that 
David Phelan was at the center of.-

  “A visit to the Dargo has now an additional pleasure given to it, in consequence 
of the verdant drapery of the various hop gardens dotted over it, making the place
more beautiful than before. The plants are looking strong and healthy, and from 
present appearances bid fair to give a fair yield. Mr Hurley is having an imposing 
looking structure built for a hop kiln, which is nearing completion, and so also is 
Mr David Phelan, his building being likewise well advanced, and when both are 
completed will not look much unlike a couple of new churches. Mr Thomas Cahill's 
hops are looking grand, the ground being kept scrupulously clean, so also are Mr 
Hurley's. Both these growers are pursuing the long pole system. Mr S. T. Riley is 
growing his hops on Collier's string system, and his plants have a very forward 
appearance. Mr David Phelan is trying both systems, and both at present look 
equally well The two systems at Dargo should be now well on their trial, as for 
climate and soil all the crops have an equal start, and a couple of seasons ought to
set the question at rest, which system will prove the better. “

The  answer to this final question soon became clear in the  Gippsland Times, 16 Mar 1885, where 
we find David not only is growing hops, but is drying and baling for others.

  “Hop picking is in full swing, and the fields which have been picked have turned 
out very well so far. Mr P. McKenna's 2-acre field yielded 15 cwt, and Mr. T. Cahill's
6- acre field about 35 cwt. Mr. S. T. Riley's garden is now being picked, but is not 
turning out as well as it should do, on account of its being grown on the string 
system, which has unfortunately proved a failure. It is well for the promoter of 
that system that  he is not in Dargo at present, or perhaps he would require 
protection, for the string system hop growers are "riled." Mr. J. Hurley's paddock 
will be finished about Thursday, and the yield will be about 36 cwt from 4 acres, 
that is about 9cwt to the acre, which considering the dryness of the season, is an 
excellent yield. There are not enough pickers, as I predicted in a previous letter, 
and goodness knows what they will do when the hops are full grown and some of 
the fields enlarged. Mr D. Phelan's home-made press is acting very well, only it 
takes more men to work it than Mr J. Hurley's, a fact which is likely to make it the
dearest in the end. Great discussion is taking place at present as to what the 
drying is to cost.   Mr. D. Phelan asks 2d per lb for drying, and then to charge for 
baling and pressing after- wards. The hop growers of Dargo, with one exception, 
had, I understand, an agreement when hop growing first started here, to the 
effect that drying should not exceed £15 per ton. Letters have been received by 
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most of the hop growers here from a Bairnsdale agent, asking to be entrusted 
with the cure of their consignment, but I think most of them will take their hops 
to Melbourne themselves, so as to gain an insight into the mode of doing the 
commercial business.” 

The Gippsland Times, 15 Jul 1885  reveals a severe crop failure.

 “I do not hear of any great revival in the hop market, and some of the growers 
talk of ploughing out their hop crops, whilst others offer to rent their farms. 
Potatoes, hay and chaff are selling at enormous prices, the people of this part 
having given more attention to the hops than anything else for some time, hence 
these prices. I heard a gentleman say the other day "Look at the fine land of 
Dargo, but where are its hay- stacks, &c.I can only say, ask the hop demon, who 
has usurped the rights, of the fodder king. Hops have had their day, and  now I 
suppose the older article of consumption will take its place once more, and hops 
will be spoken of as a thing of the past, which impoverished Dargo more than ever
anything else did. The Dargo people were too sanguine of success in hop growing 
to look on the dark as well as the sunny side, therefore, when the fall did come, it 
only fell the more heavily ; but their experience has been well bought, and perhaps
the next time they will look before they leap, and the knowledge  they have gained 
in this may prove in the future more beneficial than otherwise, an we must only 
struggle on with the belief that "The sun may be shining to-morrow, Although it is 
cloudy to-day."
 
 By the next season, in the way typical of the farming community, heart had returned, and those 
"bitten" were trying for success once more. Again, David advances the hop industry in dargo with a 
lagge personal investment.  Gippsland Times, 28 Jun 1886:-

 " Mr D. Phelan has leased Mr T. Cahill's hop farm, and that, being six acres, along
with his own eleven acres will make a rather, considerable garden. So if he has a 
good season, and prices continue good, he is likely to recoup himself for his 
hitherto unsuccessful hop growing career. He has, I believe, let a contract for 
cutting 12,000 poles, to that looks  like business. Mr J. Hurley is satisfied with his,
so far, and intends cultivating hops again. He has also to renew a considerable 
number of his poles this year, and as poles are not over plentiful, that is, in close 
proximity to the place, they will be likely to cost more than formerly in the 
carting,  if not in cutting. Both of these hop-growers have kilns, and can dry their 
own hops, so, with their expenses thus reduced, they can better afford to grow 
hops than those who have to pay for drying. Thus it is that they are the only ones 
here now who are,engaged in hop-growing pursuits."

   It is not my intention here to expand the history of hop growing in the Dargo area, but to make it 
clear that the Phelans were certainly pioneers and innovators in the local hop industry, real 
"stickers", and this is what I was trying to show; that Mary Donovan had certainly “hitched” to a 
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worthwhile family in every respect. 
   David Phelan must have persevered with his hop growing, being noted at the wedding in 1892 of 
Margaret McGuire to Edward Grey, as “the hop man.” He passed away in 1906.

David Phelan's wife's  death was recorded in the Gippsland Times of 29 Oct. 1928.

  “PHELAN- On the 28th October, at her residence Dalmore, Dargo, Mary, widow 
of the late David Phelan, and dearly loved mother of John (New Zealand), Ellen, 
David, Thomas (deceased), Mary, Matthew, James, and Nora. Aged 81 years. A 
colonist of 75 years. R.I.P.”  

MORE of the DONOVAN  FAMILY

The Donovans has earned their place in their community by hard work and honesty, and 
the obituaries of both Mary Donovan's parents reflect the esteem of the district:-

 Gippsland Times  30 Nov 1936

    "OBITUARY The Late Mr. Thomas Donovan A well-known and highly-esteemed 
resident of Dargo, in the person of Mr. Thomas Donovan, passed away at the 
Gippsland Hospital, Sale, on Monday morning last, aged 86 years. The late Mr. 
Donovan was born in County Cork, Ireland. He came to Australia about 63 years 
ago, and soon migrated to the Dargo and Grant districts, where he was engaged in
carting supplies to the diggings. He also engaged in contracting work for the Avon 
shire. Later he selected land at Castleburn, near Dargo, where he devoted himself 
to farming pursuits up till about two years ago, when ill health compelled him to 
retire. 
  Since that time he had been living with his daughter (Mrs. T. Phelan) at Dargo. 
His wife, who predeceased him 18 years ago, was formerly Miss Mary Long, a 
member of another well-known Dargo family. 
  A man of the strictest integrity, the late Mr. Donovan enjoyed the respect of a 
large circle of friends, and he has left behind him an honored reputation and a 
name which is held in the high est esteem throughout the districts which knew him
so well. He was the father of a family of ten children, all of whom were present at 
the funeral on Tuesday after noon. 
  The members of the family are Katie (Mrs. J. Anderson, Bairnsdale), Mary (Mrs. 
Jim Phelan, Dargo), Dan (Tinamba), Patrick (Maffra), Julia (Mrs. D. Scott, Dargo), 
Peter (Kilmany), Thomas (Maffra), Maggie (Mrs. Tom. Phelan, Dargo (M 1916)), 
Dennis  (Castleburn, Dargo), and Lizzie (Mrs. M. Coloe, Boisdale). To all the 
relatives the deepest sympathy will be extended. 
  Rev. Father Mansfield, of the Carmelite Order, Kew, who is a nephew, conducted a
Requiem Mass at the Roman Catholic Church at Dargo, on Tuesday morning, and 
later, assisted by the Rev. Father Callanan, of Maffra, preached the burial service 
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at the Dargo cemetery. The large attendance at the grave side was a striking 
tribute to the memory of a respected citizen."
(Headstone actually indicates death on 19.11.1936, age 84)

 
      Thomas' estate, administered by his son Dennis in 1941 was described by notice of sale as:-

 “SOUND DAIRYING and GRAZING PROPERTY of 100 acres at Cobbanah about 
11 miles from Dargo. Adjoins Mr. Alex Guy's Property. Consists of about half rich 
flats very suitable for growing Maize, Potatoes, Peas, Beans or any other root or 
cereal crop-balance good sound grazing country. Watered by "Castleburn" Creek. 
Subdivided  into 5 paddocks. Comfortable 4 roomed Weatherboard House in good 
order and all necessary conveniences. Garden with fruit trees, including 10 Walnut
Trees. “

  Interestingly, this figure closely matches the land previously obtained by a land grant of 18 Aug 
1883 by Mary's grandmother, Mary Long.
  “Mary Long, Squirrel Forest, 98a 24p, parish of Budgee Budgee, under 19th sec., 
formerly applied for by Peter Long”

But, one hundred acres  does not match the aggregated area of the many allotments to T. Donovan 
recorded on the parish plan, nor does any 98 acre block appear on the Cobbanah or Budgee parish 
plan. Another mystery.

   From all accounts Dennis Donovan was a fortunate man, as this report from the Morwell 
Advertiser, 3 May 1929, indicates.

  “Mishap To Rifle Team. CAR FALLS 40 FT INTO CREEK TWO KILLED, 
THREE INJURED 
  A shocking accident occurred on the Dargo road, about five miles from the 
Dargo township, at half-past 3 o'clock on Saturday night last when two men were 
killed and three seriously injured owing to a seven seater motor car in which they 
were travelling leaving   the  road and falling 40 ft. into Orr's Creek. The victims 
were :
 KILLED    KING, THOMAS, aged 65 years, of Dargo. 
                  TRAILL, HILTON, aged 23 years,  carpenter's labourer, of  Dargo. 
 INJURED  KING, ROY, aged 24 years, single of Dargo- Fracture of the base of 

         the skull. -        
                 DONOVAN, DENNIS, aged 26 year, single, farm labourer, of Dargo- 

        Fractured ribs, and lung penetrated by rib. 
                GUY, EDWARD, aged 24 years, single, of Dargo- Fractured skull and 
fractured pelvis.   
  On Saturday morning the victims of the accident and two other men who formed 
the Dargo rifle team motored to Stratford from Dargo. On the return journey 
about half-past 3 o'clock, Traill was driving, and all went well until about 5 miles 
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from Dargo when something went wrong with the steering gear when the car was 
negotiating a curve in the road. According to the wheel tracks the car, instead of 
making the turn, went straight over the mountain side, and landed in Orr 's Creek,
about 40ft. below. There is a slope to the creek for a short distance, then it falls 
away sharply. Two of the men were pinned under the car. Mr George Fluton, school
teacher at Dargo, who was one of the occupants of the car, though dazed, managed
to walk two miles to Mr Joy's home for assistance, while Mr Percy Lee, who had 
sustained a cut leg and suffered from shock, walked to Waterford, where be 
collapsed. Mr Joy went to the scene of the accident, and seeing that nothing could 
be done he hurried to Dargo for assistance. Several parties accompanied by the 
bush nurse, Sister Deadin, immediately left for the scene of the mishap. They 
found King conscious, but suffering severely, and before his death he said goodbye 
to those around him. Traill was dead. The injured men were very exhausted, 
having been in about one foot of icy cold water for two hours. They were taken to 
Waterford, and the bodies of the dead men were removed to Dargo. When the 
three injured men had been attended to by the bush nurse they were taken in a 
motor lorry to Sale, and arrived at the Gippsland Hospital at half-past 11 o'clock 
on Sunday morning. Mr King has left a widow and grown up family of one 
daughter and four sons. He was a very old resident of Dargo, where he had been 
engaged in farming. His son Roy was one of the injured men .”

  A rifle club was to be found in almost all small towns, and the regular Saturday tournaments 
occupied a large following, and travel to and fro across East Gippsland. The fact that this team were
returning to Dargo in the early hours indicates that there was an element of social interaction that 
followed the formal competition of the afternoon. Most clubs had ladies teams, and Bairnsdale, 
Dargo, Sale, Stratford, and  Maffra clubs competed regularly. Firearms were an integral part of 
every household, and most homes would have at least one weapon close to hand. Children, 
including girls, were trained to respect the gun,and to shoot accurately at a very early age. This is 
not to say accidents did not happen. The Gippsland Times records a lad on the way to his local State
School with his pea rifle in hand, accidentally shot his companion in the arm.  Imagine the fuss if 
that happened today!

  A profile of the war service  of  Mary Donovan's brother, Patrick John Donovan is referred to at 
“http://www.adoptadigger.org/find-a-digger/article/1-diggers-database/1813-donovan-patrick-john”

     “Patrick John Donovan was born in DARGO Gippsland Victoria. The son of 
Mary (nee Long ) and Thomas Donovan. He was one of 10 Children. Later in life 
Patrick moved to Queensland and was the Constable at Police Depot, Petrie 
Terrace, North Brisbane. (1913 electoral rolls, Ancestry.com). 
 He left Montville to join the Light Horse Regiment (Nambour Chronicle 12 Feb 
1915 (p.5). He was 26 years and 1 month when he Enlisted on the 8th Feb 1915. 
Embarked Brisbane, Queensland on Board HMAT A30 BORDA 16th June 1915. 
Unit name 4th Light Horse Field Ambulance. Rank of Enlistment DRIVER. (A 
Driver in WW1 road a team of horses which pulled wagons, medical supplies, guns
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etc. They were essential in getting supplies to the men at the front. 
    He was reverted to Private on the 16th of March 1916. Transferred to 15th 
Field Company Engineers on 23rd of March 1916. The 15th took part in the 
fighting on the Western Front in France and Belgium. It was under the Command 
of Brigadier General Harold Elliott. For the next two and half years they saw 
service in the trenches (source Wikipedia) including the Battle of the Somme. 
Patrick was gassed during this time like many others. 
  On the 21st March 1919 with almost 500 troops, he boarded HMS Kildonan 
Castle (a former mail ship with Castle Line) and returned to Australia. He arrived
in Melbourne on the 15th of May 1919 and was Discharged on the 14th July 1919. 
He was Happily Married. Had 5 Children and 18 Grand Children. A True 
Gentleman and a Wonderful Grandfather. Patrick passed away in 1981 at the Grand
Old Age of (93).”  This indicates a date of birth for Patrick as approx. Dec 1888.

  

   Peter James Donovan enlisted at Stratford for war service on 14/6/15, at the 
age of “23 7/12” years, which puts his birth at around November 1891. 
Left, Pt. Peter Donovan, who was wounded in action, France, 23/8/16.

The obituaries of Thomas' wife Mary allude to a crippling injury.
 Gippsland Times 16 July 1917:-

    "The death took place after a long illness of Mrs T. Donovan, of Castleburn, on Wednesday 
morning.  The deceased lady, who was a sister to  Cr. J. Lang J.P., of Stratford was held to the 
highest esteem, as evidenced by the large attendance at the  funeral, which took place at 
Dargo on   Thursday. The Rev. Father O'Brien,  of  Omeo, held Requiem Mass and officiated 
at the graveside. A grown up family of four daughters and five sons  left to mourn their and 
loss. Two sons were fighting on the battle- fields of France." (Patrick and Peter)

  And in the Bairnsdale Advertiser  14 July 1917:-

   "Word was received on Wednesday says the Stratford correspondent of the "Mercury" of 
the death of Mrs T. Donovan, of Castleburn. The deceased lady, who was about 60 years of 
age, had been a resident of Castleburn nearly all her life. and some years ago received a fall 
from a horse, injuring her spine, and the last few years she has been an invalid.  The funeral 
took place yesterday at Dargo, and was largely attended. Great sympathy is felt for the 
husband and the members of the
family."  (Actually deceased 11.7.1917, age 58)
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CONCLUDING

    As we leave this touching journey, this tiny glimpse of a world now passed, I present just one 
final entry from the Gippsland Times of 17 Jan 1883, which wonderfully illustrates  the real sense 
of community,  the real concern for their "fellow man" that these early families had. Here the 
miner's cause was far distant, but the heart and generosity of those pioneers shines as the collection 
is recorded, in amounts that were surely quite large by the values of the day.

     "CRESWICK CALAMITY     The following" subscriptions, in aid of the widows 
and orphans of the 22 miners killed at Creswick, were collected by Messrs J. 
McDonald and F. Sprinks, at Bulgoback and Waterford : J. McDonald, Castleburn, 
£1; A. Traill, Waterford, 5s; F. C. Hunter, Castleburn, 10s : F. Sprinks, Bulgoback, 
10s ; C. Dow, Bulgoback, 5s; E. P. O. Sligo, Bulgoback, 5s ; Mrs P. Long, Castleburn, 
10s : G. Traill,.Waterford, ls ; H. Abbott, Waterford, 5s ; Michael Hogan, Waterford, 
5s ; T. Donovan, Castleburn, 5s ; a friend, Waterford, 5s ; J. McCarthy, 
Waterford,5s; J. Dullea, Castleburn, 5s; Henry Hardy, Bulgoback, 5s Alfred Hardy, 
Bulgoback, 5s; John Hardy, Bulgoback, 5s; James Trembath, Bulgoback, 5s; Samuel
Hardy, Bulgoback, 1s ; Annie M Hardy Bulgoback, 1s; Emily L. Hardy, Bulgoback 
Is; Frederick Hardy, Bulgoback , 1s;  George Foster Hardy, Bulgoback, 10s ; C. 
Hardy, Bulgoback, 2s 6d; James Tullock, Bulgoback, 5s; Robert F. Meek, Budgee, 
5s. 
 We have received a cheque for the above sums, amounting to £7 Os 6p, which we 
shall be glad to hand over to the local treasurer.-En. G.T."

   Finally, I share my thought as to what was so special about that envelope, a reminder of 
something Mary thought worthy of retaining to the end. Nothing as romantic  as an early note from 
a prospective suitor, or close confidant. No, that envelope probably contained a precious letter from 
her brother, Patrick who had just moved to Queensland. It was found found at the Dargo tip some 
years after her passing, by someone with a keen eye for old stamps. Mary had treasured and held 
tightly that bond to her brother all her life. 
 It was a bond forged of necessity, in the need to trust and rely on each other, and to provide each 
other with help and companionship in those isolated acres on Castleburn Creek. Such bonds may be
yearned for, but will not be found today. They arose from a life and time so different from ours, and 
the memories of which we should all now treasure.

   In closing, you will see I have engaged in some speculation, and only been able to scratch the 
surface of  the  story. I am sure there are those about who could fill in the gaps, and paint a more 
enlightening picture of the life and times of the Donovans, Longs, Phelans  and Harveys about who 
I know nothing except for the flash of time a tiny scrap of paper illuminated.

  Compiled by Peter Ward, 1530 Calulu Rd, ,Bairnsdale. 17/6/2014

 This work may contain copyright material, which is reproduced here for private study purposes 
only.
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Ref 1 . The Hardy family  is well researched, and I refer the interested reader to start at the Orchard 
family ged, to be found at http://www.ourkin.org/individual.php?pid=I001305&ged=orchard2.ged 

Ref 2. “A Drive from Cobbanah to dargo”, Vince Phelan, Gippsland Heritage Journal, P 42ff

 The following appendices are included to enhance the reader's background understanding of these 
pioneering times.

Appendix 1  Relating to the Bulgoback School

Gippsland Times 18 Aug 1879
“PROPOSED STATE SCHOOL AT BULGOBACK. TO THE EDITOR OF THE 
GIPPSLAND TIMES. Sir,-About two years ago we had a neat little State school 
erected at Bulgoback, 20 feet x 12. At that time there was an average attendance 
of 16 children, and the accommodation was considered ample. Since then, and at 
present, the average attendance is about 11 or 12, which is made up from two 
families living about two and a-half miles apart, and as the country about 
Bulgoback is of the poorest description, there is not much likelyhood of any more 
families settling there for years to come. Yet, I see by a Melbourne paper, that a 
sum of £320 is placed on the estimates for the purpose of erecting a new school at
Bulgoback, which the gallant Mayor says is urgently requircd. Now, sir, let us pause 
for a moment, and take into consideration that £320 is about to be thrown away for
the purpose of educating 11 or 12 children, especially when the building at present
used for that purpose is adequate for the requirements of this place for years to 
comen. And let us take into further consideration that in three or four years at the
most, the children at present attedending the Bulgoback State school will be 
educated up to the standard required by the Act. What then will be the use of our
£320 The State school will be standing in wilderness.     What use will it be of, 
except that it will act as a monumentt to show of our present extravagant system 
of educattion, which is ruining this colony. It is no wonder that our Treasury is 
empty when the public money is squandered in such a reckless manner; for I have 
no doubt that there are many such cases as the above happening daily in this at 
pre sent misgoverned colony of Victoria. By publishing this yon will oblige, Yours, 
Etc “

 And the “bunfight” continued!  
 Gippsland Times 29 Aug 1879
  “GRANT.  (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)  Aug. 24. 'Referring again to 
the £320 placed on the Education estimates under the head of urgent cases for 
Bulgoback and Water ford, half-time schools in this district, your correspondent 
"Caution" appears to have good reason for his remarks, for the latest Issue from the
Department, after corresponding with it and F. L. Smyth, is that the Dargo school 
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is not an urgent case and cannot be proceeded  with. As it was presumed-that 
some error had been made by the Department, that question was asked, but 
quietly passed over in two in stances, so we are  left with. no alternative but to 
take it for granted that the money is to be expended at Bulgoback and Waterford. 
£320 to be spent in buildings on three half-time schools, what a farce. Twenty-one 
children from three families being the number on the combined roll, fourteen 
attend Bulgoback, seven Water ford; three of the number have reached the age of 
15, another is certificated; two are only 4 years old, and one is 6, then there are  
but 13 scholars coming within the meaning of the Act. Of these 13 seven are over 
12 years of age and under the able tuition of Mr W. G. Lawson, may  reasonably be
expected to gain their certificates ere long. There is but little probability' of other 
families settling down in this locality. The  probable increase in the present 
families is not likely to keep pace with the number that will reach the required 
standard. The :buildings in, which the schools are held are considered by our 
Board of Advice and the public generally to be ample for the number in 
attendance. No complaints have ever been made to the Department of a want of 
accommodation at either places by Board of advice or Teacher, and it's is a 
complete enigma here as to who  has succeeded or had the influence to induce the 
Department to lavish £320'on these places. Per contra:st we have a school at Dargo 
-the largest in  the district- for the enlargement of which our Board of Advice has 
been urging on the department pertinaciously for the past eighteen months.  In 
January last the department wrote that as the average had reached 60 the school 
should be enlarged, provision for which should be made on the Estimates for the 
present year. In the Educational report for 1878, page 125, a sum of £160 is the 
sum estimated for additions to the teacher's residence, a place  so limited that the 
parlor has to do duty as kitchen and bedroom, which must be intolerable to any 
one, especially with a large family, such as the present teacher has. The school 
building was originally built to accommodate 30 to 50 scholars; the average 
attendance is now 70, with every probability of an increase in the number. On the 
occasion of a visit paid to the school one day last week, 72 pupils were in 
attendance, three teachers were also present, and the visitor, and so stifling was 
the heated atmosphere, even at this coal season of the year, that the latter was 
glad to beat a speedy retreat, and, had there been more free agents others would 
have been glad to have done likewise. In the summer time, if the attendances are 
maintained, this school will be a veritable black hole, but it is scarcely likely that 
parents will allow their children to suffer such a purgatory. All this and much more
has at  various intervals been represented to the department, and yet in its 
immaculate wisdom it chooses to overlook the representations made by the Board, 
and says point blank Dargo's wants are not urgent, and cannot be attended to at 
present ; at the same time it is prepared to spend £320 on places where there
 is neither urgency nor necessity nor any legitimate representation been made by 
the constituted authority in such matters. The question naturally arises, "Of what 
good is a Board of Advice at all if its advice is treated thus contumeliously.
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 (The two families referred to here are possibly those of T. Donovan and C.E Davey who requested 
permission of the Avon Shire to privately build a school as reported in the Gippsland Times of  9 
Sept 1897)

 Gippsland Times 10 Dec 1879
  “Mr W. P. Hepburn, state school inspector, visited this district last week, and 
inspected our schools with the following results.
 Waterford and Bulgoback half time schools, W. G. Lawson, head teacher. For 
results, Waterford obtained 98, Bulgoback 84; Frances Traill, Jane Traill, and 
Mary Hurley, obtained certificates. 
Talbotville school, James Groutsch, head teacher. Results, 64.5 ; William Ross 
obtained certificate.-Dargo school, B. B. Jones, head teacher. Results, 72 ; no 
certificates obtained.-Grant school, Alex. Mackenzie, head teacher. Results, 77 6 ; 
Rosa Chrisman, Amelia Cross, 
 Jemima Thomas, Mary A. Quigley, Georgina Lee, and Francis E. Walsh, obtained 
their certificates. The reports of the inspector in respect to the Waterford and 
Grant schools were highly favourable. The report for Talbotville was also 
favourable considering 
that the present teacher has only been in charge of the school for three months. “

( You will note the school ranking of 84. A strong result for a school with only half-time 
instruction.)

Appendix 2      Bulgoback Inn References.

   I record here that researchers note the site of two graves in the ground bythe Bulgoback Hotel. No
Hardy family burials appear to be recorded at this site. Initially I thought of the possibility of one 
being the grave of Charles Hardy, who, having committed suicide, under the rules of the Church 
then operating would normally be denied a burial in “consecrated ground.”
  A little research showed that this was not the case, Charles lies in the Stratford Cemetery. 
It would have been a dreadful injustice if the man who served his community with such dedication, 
and earned such respect,  has been denied a final resting place among them.
  More research is needed here. These graves may be those of infants who never travelled far along 
life's pathway.

Gippsland Times 15 Nov 1882
  “APPLICATION, FOR A PUBLICAN'S LICENSE. I GEORGE FOSTER HARDY, 
of Bulgoback, in  the Colony of Victoria do hereby, give notice that, I desire to 
obtain, and will at the next Licencing Meeting to be holden at Grant on the Eighth
day of December, apply for a Certificate authorising the issue of a PUBLICAN'S 
LICENSE for a house situated at Bulgoback, known as the Bulgoback Hotel, 
containing seven rooms, exclusive of those required for the use of the family.  
Dated the 13th day of November,1882”
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Gippsland Times 10 Dec 1888
 '”Having reached Bulgoback, a little scorched and dusty, we found our old and 
most highly esteemed friend, Mrs Hardy, awaiting our arrival, and in a very short 
time, she had ready, with the aid of her kind and attentive daughter, a dinner 
which could not be surpassed in any part of Gippsland, and I can recommend any 
one travelling this lonely road to have a look in and see for themselves. “     

Gippsland Times  11 Sept 1919
  “TRAGEDY AT BULGOBACK. Word has been received that Mr. Charles E. Hardy,
of Bulgoback, came to an untimely end yesterday morning under tragic 
circumstances. He lost one son at the war, and the other returned home a few days
ago. The police at Sale were not in possession of any particulars last night.”

Maffra Spectator 15 Sept 1919
 SUICIDE AT BULGOBACK. Charles E. Hardy, an elderly man, residing at 
Bulgoback, committed suicide at 9, o'clock on Wednesday morning last. The 
previous night a. party from Dargo, driven by Mr Coloe in his car,  stayed at the 
house, and Mr Hardy was in good health and spirits, but, when the car left at 
about 9 o'clock in the morning, a noise was heard by the family like the bursting of
a tyre. On looking the members going to the door, he noticed that the car had 
disappeared, so the noise could not be accounted for until he went into a room and
found Mr Hardy with a hole in his left chest caused by a gunshot. the charge had 
come out on the left shoulder, and Mr Hardy was dead.  It was known that there 
had been only one cartridge in the house, and the exploded case of this was found 
in one barrel of of the Breech-loader used. An inquiry was held on Thurs day at 
Bulgoback before Mr. Thos. King JP and Constable Hayes and Dr Backhouse gave 
brief evidence as to the occurrence. The finding was that deceased had died of a 
gunshot wound,  inflicted during temporary insanity.  

And, the Hardy seniors:-
Gippsland Times  15 Sept 1913
“Death. HARDY.-On the 9th September, 1913, at her daughter's residence, 
MacArthur Street, Sale, Elizabeth Hardy 
(late of Bulgoback, aged 80 years.     At Rest.”

Stratford Sentinel, and Briagalong Express 23 July 1915
“The death of Mr Alfred Joseph J. Hardy, which took place at the Gippsland 
Hospital on Friday last,
 removes one of the oldest resident natives of Gippsland. The deceased gentleman 
was born at Stratford in a small cottage on the present site of Joreensen's orchard,
in the year 1862. When a lad his people removed to Bulgoback, and resided there 
on the property now held by the deceased's brother, Mr Charles Hardy, and where 
his parents died many years ago.”
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Appendix 3       Accommodation  along the track to Crooked River

Gippsland Guardian 7 Apr 1865
  “For the information of parties visiting the Gold fields of Gippsland we publish 
the following table of distances, and where accommodation is to be had :—
 Route from Port Albert, to the Crooked River, via Sale.   Miles.
Tarraville from Port Albert ... ... ... 3 1/2
Woodside ... ... ... 15 1/4 
Grant's Half-way House ... ... ... 20
Salter's Hotel ... ... ...  28 1/2 
McPhail's Hotel, Merriman's Creek.  33 1/4
Davis's Bridge Inn, Longford ... .„ 45
Sale ... ... ... 47 3/4
Stratford ... ... ....... 59 
Marshall's accommodation house  ... ... ...  71 
Louis's accommodation house  ... ... ...  79 
Iguana Creek ... ... ...   82 
Cobanna Creek, Antoi's ... ... ...   92 
Pretty Boys' Pinch, Jones's  97
Bulgoback ... ... ...   101 
Squirrel Forest ... ... ...  103        ½ (This would be FrederickSmiths.  P.W)
Castleburn Creek, Martin Coloa's  105 
Wangangarra, J. Jones's .. . 107
Wangangarra, Alex. Traill's 109 
Dargo ... ... ...  117 
Dargo, D. Connolly ... ... ...   120 
Spring Hill, Shorten's ... ... ...  127
Mount Pleasant ... ... ...  131 
Crooked River ... ... ...   138   ”

(Peter Long's hotel would be between Smiths and Coloe's.  P.W)

Appendix 4  Road to Bulgoback

Gippsland Times 18 Apr 1898

  “A splendid new ride is approaching completion on the Crooked River, two bridges
are let over creeks just below Dargo, and various parts of the Insolvent track are 
being repaired- and not too soon- for a fellow scribe came to grief there lately 
while travelling up here with his single buggy. He was found by some young fellows
coming up for the races with his horse and buggy capsized.“
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Gippsland Times  19 Feb 1915

  “HAUNTED HILL. After resting a couple of hours, the party moved on to 
Bulgoback, which is at the foot of the steepest and roughest hill on the road 
between Stratford ant Dargo. In some parts the grade is about 1 in 6. It is the 
"Haunted Hill' of this road. 
In a few weeks a new road-a deviation will be opened, which will completely cut 
out Bulgoback Hill, thanks to Mr J. W. McLachlan, M.L.A,, and especially to Mr 
W. H. Edgar, who authorised this work when he was the Minister of Public Works. 
The new road has a grade of 1 in 20, and will therefore be a boon and a blessing to
weary travelers on this mountain road.”  

Gippsland Mercury 24 Apr 1914
The full text of “A TRIP TO DARGO, BY SYLVIE.” 

 “A TRIP TO DARGO, BY SYLVIE. It was seventeen years since the writer had 
visited Dargo, and when the opportunity presented itself again advantage was 
gladly taken of it. In company with Mr. Bennett, M.P., I was driven to Dargo by 
Mr. P. Coloe, of the Swan Hotel, Stratford, arriving there the same evening. Mr. 
Coloe being an experienced driver made our trip most pleasant, and told us the 
names of the different mountain peaks along the route, and the qualities of the 
timber and soil. The telephone line from Stratford to Dargo, which is the only 
means of communication Dargo and Talbotville have with the outside world, 
excepting a bi-weekly mail, presented a unique appearance; and Mr. Bell, the 
inventor, would no doubt have been more struck with the cleverness of his 
invention if he had been able to see the line which dived now on a fence, now on 
the ground, now up above, and in one place is even embedded in the earth, and at 
the same time is used for the purposes of communication. It is no wonder that in 
wet weather it is useless, and that complaints have been made as to the bad state 
of the line. Although the departmental estimate is £206 many people think it could
be done for half that amount, especially when it is remembered that the timber for
the posts is growing alongside the line; and if no posts at all were used, but the 
wire were attached to trees, it would be infinitely better than at present. After it 
leaves Bulgoback it has been repaired by Messrs. W. Coloe and J. Traill, who did 
the work on behalf of the Dargo committee, and made a thorough job of it, at 
small cost. It was also noted that the Freestone Creek road from Briagolong, 
which is destined in the far-off days to reach Dargo,was a very much better and 
more level road than the In- solvent Track. It, however, has not been completed yet
from Briagolong to where it junctions with the old road, although five miles more 
are to be done shortly. The grade in the new road is only 1 in 20, as against 1 in 9 
in the old. It is no wonder that Dargo and the Crooked River feel neglected, and 
regret the departure from political life of Mr. Edgar, when their road is left in the 
unsatistactory state it is to-day. It was pointed out to us as we approached 
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Bulgoback the position the new road was to take, and how much better it would be
than the old; but at present Hardy's Hill is  worse than it has been for years, as it 
is dangerous to descend it unless trees are dragged behind the vehicles, and the 
loose stones lying on it make it very hard for the horses' feet, and almost 
impassable to motors. When ascending it, people have to get out of the buggy and
 walk, owing to its steepness and almost impassable nature. Mr. Hardy has bought
Gee's holding,   and is waiting at Bulgoback for the new road to be made. One 
estimate was that it was to be done in two years time. However, it does not seem 
as it it would be done in four years, unless those responsible get a move on. After 
leaving Bulgoback the country became more familiar to my- self, and a very 
enjoyable holiday so many years ago was brought to memory. It was a great 
pleasure to find Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Traill still residing at Waterford, also Mr. and 
Mrs. McCarthy. The country looked better   about there than anywhere else, and 
the different shades of green were pleasing to the eye, after so many miles of 
parched country. It is worth noting that along the Dargo road is to be found some 
excellent timber, such as ironbark and box, and it is likely that it a few years 
sleepers and piles will be obtained from there. The view on the road is also very 
pretty, and it is possible on a clear day to see Lake Wellington, and also Lindenow. 
Some of the land is very rich. It is important, for the welfare of the district, that 
the new road should be made, and it would only be a short time before settlers 
would come, and tourists would have a beautiful and safe ride to Dargo. When we 
reached Dargo we stayed at that well- known hostel, the Bridge Hotel, which is 
kept by Mr. Dan Hurley. During our stay we met with the greatest  kindness and 
hospitality from every- one, and it was not long before we felt thoroughly at home, 
and were taking part in musical evenings and tennis tournaments. The people 
soon became acquainted with Mr. Bennett, whom they voted a good fellow and a 
practical man, who would assist them in every way possible to improve their 
means of communication, and make their present hardships easier to endure. Mr. 
Bennett visited the rifle range, and was pleased to learn that the rifle club had 55
members, and that under the captaincy of that energetic worker, Constable 
Perdrisat, was having a most successful season. He promised to use his influence 
to get the inspector when he visited Dargo to approve of the magazine shed and 
telephone on the range at the same time, so that a refund of the money spent on 
both undertakings would be obtained by the club; whilst he would endeavour 
 to get the Defence Department to provide a double pit at the targets. In the 
evening Mr. Bennett had a most successful political meeting, reported in last 
Tuesday's  Mercury. The speech was very thoughtful and convincing; whilst the 
eloquent manner in which it was delivered made a deep impression on the minds 
of the audience. On Good Friday afternoon Mr. C. R. Rigby, a Melbourne 
University student, who had just received word of his transference from the 
Crooked River State-school to one near Hamilton, invited me to go the trip with 
him round the hills to Mr. R. Spaull's,up the Crooked River. It was a revelation 
what bad roads were when I saw the bridle track which the Crooked River people 
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had to traverse ill order to reach Dargo, although the scenery was very pretty, and 
made the time pass most pleasantly.  In going there we forded the Crooked River 
six times. A hill with a rocky face, and called Gibraltar, looked very imposing, and
a flag on its summit added to its majesty. This flag had been put here by the 
surveyors who had been marking out the new road. A very pretty view of Mount 
Wellington is obtained, and the dazzling sunlight added lustre to the scene. It was 
a grand spectacle when the moon rose, to see the dark clouds scudding just over 
the crests of the hills; whilst lower down were bush-fires, with multi-coloured 
flames throwing sparks into the air and presenting a fairy like scene. We reached 
Mr. Spaull's just after dark, and found it him a true type of the hardy pioneer 
hewing a way for himself and future generations out of the forest.
 All his belongings, including the house, had to be conveyed by pack- horses along 
the bridle track, and his mails only reached him once a week; so settlers who take 
up land there have to face many privations. When the road is made tourists will 
be able to come from Sale or Bairnsdale, and travel via Waterford through The 
Gap to Myrtleford. This will be one of the prettiest trips in the State, and will 
open up some excellent land. The settlers at Talbotville also deplore the loss of Mr.
Edgar; as that gentleman when a Minister of the Crown had visited there, and 
ascertained for himself the needs of the residents. It should be mentioned that 
there are two roads to Talbotville the one to Crooked River, and the other which 
runs right through Dargo. On the day after leaving Mr. Spaull's we visited the 
Crooked River State-school, which is owned by the residents, and attended by 16 
scholars. The Government provides a teacher, and pays the residents 1/-  per 
annum. The building is of wood, and is cosy and serviceable, with ordinary school 
desks, which it must have been difficult to carry on pack-horses. The rocky 
playground was too rough for an ordinary cricket ball; so the children had one 
specially made of willow. It strikes one, when in such a picturesque spot, that it is 
an ideal place for the study of nature, which I noticed was in the school 
curriculum. In this country the Pioneer River, which is a small branch of the 
Crooked River -so called from its windings- flows into the Wonnongatta, which 
forms the Wongungarra, and joins the Dargo-Mitchell River. 
 It is a well-watered and fertile country, which will grow any- thing; whilst there 
are many acres of rich river flats, with an abundance of timber, but which remains
practically unknown and unsettled, through having no road. Amongst the 
innovations of this country life is the bush nursing scheme, which is being 
successfully carried out by Nurse Brown who resides at Dargo, and whose 
capability is much appreciated by all.”

Gippsland Times, 30 Sept 2012
 “An accident happened on Thursday on the Dargo road to a vehicle in which Mr. 
Herbert Woodhouse was driving Miss Martin and Miss Williams 
to the Dargo . The horse Mr. Woodhouse was driving shied as they were going 
down a hill near Castleburn. One young a lady jumped out and escaped with a few
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scratches, but the other occupants of the buggy were thrown out and were badly 
shaken, The horse was injured and the shafts broken.” 

 The Gippsland Times 4 Aug 1879 reports on the road, and a mention of the Hardys

 “ On the 26th June, a petition was presentedl to he Minister of Public Worlks by 
Mr F. L. Smyth, emanating from Bulgoback, asking that a sum of money be placed
on the estimates for repairs of roads between Gee's, Blulgoback and Dargo, to 
which a satisfactory reply was received; and we are glad to see that the 
Government has taken immediate action in the work so urgently required. The 
first batch of men arrived on the 26th inst., and have pitched their camp on 
Granite Creek, and will commence work on the Cobbannah-near Gee's-and work 
upwards. Accidents are not unfrequent after dark on the bad portions of these 
roads, the mailman the other night having narrowly escaped a broken leg by his 
horse falling into one of the deep ruts that are so numerous in the locality of the 
Bulgoback post office. Reefing matters on the " Budgee" are rather dull. The 
prospector is away in Sale trying to form a company to prospect the lease, and fir 
the heuefit of tile district we hope he will be successful. The Messrs Hardy Bros.-
on the same line of reef have made arrangements with an experienced miner to 
join, on equal terms. They have commenced to sink a shaft on the leader found by 
them about a month ago in their No. I East claim, which, by its appearance, may 
likely prove to be the main reef. The quartz shows fine gold all through, anti 
becomes very solid the deeper they sink. As so0n as sufficient quartz is got up 
they intend sending five tons of it to Grant for a trial crushing. We wish them 
success. Our alluvial miners have scarcely recovered from the damages caused by 
the flood in May last, but the few that have got fairly to work again let us know 
that there is some gold left yet, the returns from some of the mines being very 
favourable.”

Appendix 5       A  fine tribute to Daniel Hardy from his Commanding Officer.

Gippsland Mercury, Sale 23 Apr 1918   
 THE LATE PTE. D. J. HARDY.  
  “Miss G. Hardy, of Bulgoback, is in receipt of the following letter from the O.C. of 
the company to which her late brother, Pte. D. J. Hardy, belonged:- 
  France, 25/1/I8. Dear Miss Hardy,-Your letter received to-day. I am very glad to be
able to tell you about your brother, who was perhaps one of the best men in the 
company, and that is saying a good bit. He was a marvelous boy. At Messines he 
was recommended for his work,  and at the Ypres battle he was in charge of 
sixteen stretcher bearers - a very responsible post-and he never came back to the 
line without bringing water or trench mortar shells, or some thing. Others would 
come up empty, but not he. He always carried something, and didn't care who he 
gave it to-New Zealanders or Australians, it was all the same to him. He was a 
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marvel to everybody, and after the stunt he was recommended for the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, the highest decoration that could be given to a 
soldier. Five officers spoke for him, and in the second Ypres battle he was just the 
same. In this battle he was killed while carrying out an officer. Captain Stubbs. A 
shell landed right under him, killing him and the others instantly. He was 
regretted by all, and the company is proud of him. I spoke to your other brother 
to-day, and told him to write often. He has written once a week , I know. He is a 
good boy, and is well. I will look after him as well as I can.  I am glad to be able 
to tell you something about Dan, for he was one of the best men we ever had.
Yours sincerely, Jas. H. Lambden, Capt., O.C. C Coy., 37th Battalion.”

Appendix 6        The Party Line!

  This was a telephone service in which all parties shared the same wire. Each telephone was 
assigned a certain ring code, “eg. Two longs and a short” and persons would (should!) only pick up 
the phone when their code was heard. Conversations were short, and innumerable accusations were 
made of neighbour listening to neighbour. 
  Initially, the line from Stratford to Crooked River was a “Post Office to Post Office” service, with 
private conversations taking place at the Post Office, and being entirely managed by the personnel 
in charge. It was recorded that the line was already in a bad state of repair in 1909, before the 
Leebook and  Bulgoback Telephone Offices were added

    An amazing exchange is recorded below, and a close reading will show the reader that the 
telephone service was normally only a  six days per week service, and required the presence of an 
operator to organise calls , something that took effort to guarantee.

Stratford Sentinel, and Briagalong Express 25 Jun 1915
  “On the 3rd June, the "Every Week” published the following paragraph from its 
Dargo correspondent, and in their issue of yesterday a reply from Miss Lee, of 
"Leebrook," appears :—
"I regret very much having to chronicle the following, but in justice to those closely
connected, as well as the public, I feel it my duty to do so. Owing to the rather 
sudden death of the late much respected Mr H, McGuire, of Dargo, on, Sunday, 
23rd May, it was necessary to send telephone messages to absent members of the 
family, and also to make mortuary arrangements. Miss Cahill, postmistress of 
Dargo, promptly complied with the request, and Bulgoback office (much to their 
credit) promptly replied, but although Dargo and Bulgoback offices repeatedly 
called from half-past 2 pm. until 8 at night, they failed to get a reply from either 
Stockdale or Leebrook offices, or the doctor, who is always switched on, all of 
whom heard the repeated calls.  The indifference to answer the calls necessitated 
sending a messenger through the rain at 9 o'clock at night to Stockdale, a distance 
of forty miles.

32



 ... In remote places like this, courtesy at least is expected and is generally 
received, therefore it was had to believe that such inhumanity existed, but such is 
the case in this instance. Knowing the hospitality and kindness of the Stockdale 
postmistress (Mrs Wright). I am inclined to say I do not think she is to blame, and 
according to very favorable reports of the "Leebrook" people,One is inclined to 
think they are innocent. Evidently someone is to blame, so who are we to look to 
for this high-handed callous Kaiserism.  Further, if a doctor does not answer when 
he hears the call, what is the use of being switched on to him? You might as well 
be switched on to a stump. However, a letter has gone to the Deputy Postmaster-
General praying for an inquiry into this high handed, indifferent, callous 
"Kaiserism."”

  Naturally a swift response followed.
 
  “To the Editor "Every Week,"
Sir,—In your issue of the 3rd inst there appears an item of news from your Dargo 
correspondent, which for effrontery and assumption, and also by reason of the 
baseless and uncalled for statements contained therein, is anything but a credit to 
the intelligence and tact of the writer. The matters referred to were the events 
connected with the demise of the late Mr Hugh McGuire, of Dargo. Your 
correspondent asserts that on Sunday 23rd May, the postmistress at Dargo 
endeavored to communicate with Stockdale, Leebrook, and Stratford by telephone 
in order to make the necessary mortuary arrangements, and that  in all three 
places named, the repeated calls' were heard and ignored. In a burst of 
indignation the writer of the scathing epistle asserts that the persons in charge of 
the telephone heard the calls and with "callous indifference" bordering on 
"Kaiserism" turned a deaf ear to the appeal of common humanity.  Is your bush 
correspondent endowed with the gift of  clairvoyancy that he can so confidently 
assert that those calls were heard  or are his statements merely the outpourings of
a mind too small and feeble to grasp and appreciate the fact so patent to all that 
the call of a telephone in a country office is one that is at all times promptly and 
cheerfully attended to. I may say that so far as the Leebrook telephone is 
concerned the instrument was silent on the  date referred to, although at all times 
during that day there were persons in the immediate vicinity of the 'phone. The 
assertion that the people 'out back'  might as well be switched on to a stump as a 
doctor who will not answer when he hears a call is a gross injustice to the 
gentlemen concerned, and in keeping with the rest of your correspondent's 
ridiculous and uncalled for tirade of lies and  vituperation But it was ever thus 
some bungle-headed busybody is always ready to endeavor to right a grievance 
without pausing to find out whether it is real or imaginary and it only goes to 
prove the old saying "Fools rush in" etc,
 I have the doctor's authority for stating that no call reached him on that day, and 
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assuming that your correspondent's statement that the ringing continued from 2.00
in the afternoon until late in the evening is not untrue, the question then arises 
whether the postmistress at Dargo was not disregarding her official instructions 
in endeavouring to raise the doctor on a matter which, although important to the 
relatives of the deceased gentlemen, could in nowise be regarded as an urgent call 
for medical aid the only circumstance under which the use of the line on Sundays 
is permitted. Trusting that you will see your way clear to insert this correction 
and clear the Leebrook post office of the baseless and uncalled for charge of 
neglect, and in the hope that your correspondent will in future act with a little 
more tact and consideration for the feeling of "other people, I am yours etc.—E. 
LEE.”
 P S. Your correspondent's reference to the "favorable reports received by him of 
the Leebrook people" which incline him to "THINK they may be innocent" of the 
charge which he so enthusiastically hurls at them in the first part of his brilliant 
literary production is not appreciated by us. Dingo-like he made his snap and ran 
away.”

Appendix 7     A Young lady's view of Dargo, and a report of the Treasure youths community 
mindedness.

Stratford Sentinel, and Briagalong Express,   20 Sept 1912
“About Dargo.
                   By Maggie Jones, Grade VII.
  Dargo is situated on the Mitchell River about 50 miles from Stratford, The road 
to Dargo is cut through the mountains and in one place there is a cutting 16 miles 
long, called the  Insolvent Track. This track is very steep and dangerous in parts 
and the Government has promised to regrade it so as to make it more convenient 
for travellers and for the horse wagons which are used for taking up the goods to 
the people up there, and to bring their produce away, as they have no other means 
of getting their produce away except by horse wagons or else pack-horses
 or mules. But the latter are not very much used now on the Track as the Dargo 
people just keep them for packing to Grant, or Talbotville. On the way up to Dargo
there are several accommodation houses. First the Stockdale hotel 15 miles from 
Stratford, then Cobannna Creek where the mailman usually changes horses. A few 
miles father along is Bulgoback Hotel and post office, then Waterford, and a 
straight drive of seven miles brings you right into Dargo, which can hardly be 
called a town. It is more like a little village nestling at the foot of the hills, there 
are no streets , just one long road from one end of the place to the other, with a 
few houses situated here and there along the road. The river is very pretty and at 
one time it was well stocked with black fish and mountain trout. There used to be 
a dredge on the Lower Mitchell river at one time and a lot of alluvial gold got 
their. It is a great potato growing district and the.' people go in for dairying, 
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grazing and fattening bullocks, but of late years, what with rabbits, (which are 
there in hundreds) and the drought there is very little of the latter done now. There
are two hotels, two stores, and a post and telegraph office, one butchers shop, one 
blacksmith, one church of England, one R.C., Chapel a fine Mechanics, and the 
State School. In time to come if the land is thrown open for selection and good 
roads made it should become a very busy little centre as the ground is some of the
best in Victoria being mostly beautiful black soil. If the roads were improved from
Dargo through to Grant, and Talbotville, thence on to Harrietville. The Hospice 
and into Omeo, it would become one of the most beautiful of Victoria's pleasure 
resorts and would be an ideal trip for tourists as the view from Mt  Feathertop is 
very grand and beautiful especially when the surrounding hills are covered with 
snow.”

Geelong Advertiser,  28 May 1917 
“A family named Treasure, living in the Dargo High Plains, is mentioned by the 
Director of Education as an instance of the interest taken by children living in the
remote parts or the State in the Young Workers' Patriotic Guild, which was 
established in connection with the Education Department's Patriotic Fund. There 
is no school near their residence, and in the winter they are isolated by the snows. 
Last year the family took a house near the Wuk Wuk school, and since then the 
children have contributed steadily to the funds of the Guild, and three of them 
have been awarded a certificate. Although they are now back in their winter home 
their enthusiasm is unabated. The older boy. in a letter to the department, says:
—"I am sending 6/. which I got for a fox skin, and 2/- earned by growing 
vegetables. Jim is sending in 1pound - for three months' chopping wood. Don has 
had very bad luck. He trapped rabbits find had a lot of skins, hut the dogs got into
the shod  and destroyed them all. But he says when he goes to "Castleburn" for the 
winter he will he able to make a good deal for the fund out of trapping. I am sorry
we can only send you 11/- this time." 
  These children, says Mr. Tate, Director of Education, live where newspapers but 
 seldom penetrate, hut nevertheless isolation does not shut out their interest  in big
world happenings.” 

Appendix 8    Land Values

Gippsland Times, 26 Aug 1865

 "Situated on the Cobbanah Creek, . Upset price, £8 to £10 per acre.; Allotments 1 
to 4 -2 roods to 2 acres.
 Situated on the Bulgaback Creek. Upset price, £8 per acre for unimproved lots; for
improved, £10 per acre. Allotments 5, 6, 8, to 13  -2rood to 2 roods 24 perches.
 Situated at Squirrel Forrest. Upset price, £8'to £10 per acre. Allotments 14, 15  - 
2roods 16 perches,:
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 Situated at Castleburn Creek. Upset price, £5 per acre. Allotments 16, 17, 18.  2 
acres. 
 Situated on the River Mitchell. Upset price, , £8per acre.  Allotments 22 to 25, 27, 
28, 29 -1 rood to 1 acre."

Appendix 9     The Long family.

  Subject to correction, this is my reading of the family order, with the limited detail I possess. Very 
much subject to correction and further research
Children of Peter and Mary Long:-
Catherine Mary  Born 1863, died 1896 at 33 years. Buried at Dargo
Mary.  Married Thomas Donovan
Unknown daughter?
Ellen “Fourth daughter”, Born 1867, Died 8/11/1900 aged 33. Married to M. McMahon on 16 Sept  
1889
For sons John, Peter and Jerome I have not searched further for information as to births and deaths

Appendix 10   Land Grants , Long , Hardy

  Gippsland Times, 22 Aug 1883
“ GRANT LOCAL LAND BOARD. (F3OM OUR OWN CORRESPONDDEDT.) 
SATURDAY, 18Tu AUGUST. (Before Land Officer James Stirling Esq.) 
 Mary Long, Squirrel Forest, 98a 24p, parish of Budges Budges, under 19th sec., 
formerly applied for by Peter Long.-Recommended. 
 Isabella McFadyen, Budges Budgee, 100a,parish of Cobannah.-Not present. 
Refused. 
 John Nolan, Wonnangatta, 22a 2r 25p, parish of Wongungarra, under 19th sec. 
-Absent through sickness. Postponed. 
 David Nolan, Wonnangatta, 28a, parish of Wungungarra, under 19th sec.--
Recommended subject to approved survey.
 Richard O'Keefe, Talbotville, 4a, parish of Wongungarra, under 49th sec. 
Recommended, subject to the Land be part approving of the form of survey; 
 also prior to issue of crown grant (Sept 4 1880) a special report to be obtained on
the auriferous character of the country. 
 Isabella Elles, Dargo, 109a, parish of Quagmunjie, under 19th sec.-Recommended. 
 Frederick Warren, Conglomeration 320a, parish of Cobannah.-Recommended 
subject to approved survey. 
 Samuel J. Warren, Melbourne, 320a, adjoining above, under 19th sec.-
Recommended subject to approved survey.
 Maria Warren, Melbourne, 320 acres adjoining above.-Recommended subject to 
approved survey.
 Peter Norton, Dargo, 98a 2r 38p, parish of Quaqmungie. -Recommended.
 Michael Higgins, Crooked River, 5 acres, parish of Wongungarra.-Not present. 
Postponed. 
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 John Hubbard, Wonnangatta,320acros parish of Wongungarra.-Recommended 
subject to approved survey. 
 David Phelan, Dargo, 15 acres parish of Dargo.-Postponed. 
 William Bourke, Dargo, 250 acres and 50 acres parish of Dargo.-Postponed. 
 Patrick Bourke, Dargo,250a and 50a, parish of Dargo: under 19th sec.-Postponed. 
 Robert Hargraves  320a, parish of Cobannah, adjoining Warren's selection, under 
19th sec.-RefusedJohn Nolan, Wonnangatta, 28a; parish of Wongungarra, under 
19th sec.-Absent through illness. Postponed.”

 Bairnsdale Advertiser 4 Sept 1890
“PARISH of BUDGEE BUDGEE. Henry Gee, Edward T. Peel and Ernest Peel, 
applied for block 30, 80a.-Tho land officer recommended that this block be surveyed
off into three portions and each applicant be given a portion. 
Fred. W. Hardy. block 31, 600 acres. Recommended.
 Mary Long, block 30, 55Oa.- Recommended, subject to the excision of 20 acres In 
north-east portion of block. 
PARISH of COBBANAH. George Foster Hardy, block 20, 270a. Recommended.”
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Appendix 11   Location of  Bulgoback Hotel.

The site of the Bulgaback Hotel is now on private property. Coordinates are approximately 37 Deg 
35Min 3.244s South, 147 Deg 11 Min 35.35 s East, allotment to J Hardy adjoins south end old 
reserve.
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Appendix 13 A railway line into Dargo!

The late 1800's were ones of great enthusiasm and vision. For years arguments for light rail had 
been put up, and smashed down. Finally in 1888 a deputation met with the minister of railways.

Maffra Spectator, 3 June 1889

  “RAILWAYS IN GIPPSLAND. DEPUTATION TO THE MINISTER OF 
RAILWAYS. (BY OUR SPECIAL REPORTER.)
 A large deputation including delegates from all parts of Gippsland who had met a
short while since at Maffra on the subject of the new lines of railway which the
 Government should be  asked to insert in their coming railway bill for the 
opening up of Gippsland, waited on the Minister of Railways on Wednesday last, 
and had  a long interview with him. The introducers were Mr. M'Lean, Mr. Harris, 
Mr. Mason, and Mr. Foster, M.'sP., and at the outset Mr. M'Lean 
 stated the case generally. He said that they were of opinion that the claims of 
Gippsland to railway communication would be better stated first
 as a whole, the gentleman representing localities afterwards going into the 
question of route. They had drawn up a list of the lines which they 
 intended to submit to the Minister, and those were as follows :- 
 1. Briagolong to Dargo. 
 2. Dawson to Glenmaggie. 
 3. Lindenow railway station via Cobbanah Creek to Dargo.  
 4. Bairnsdale to Paynesville. 
 5. Stratford to connect with Bairnsdale and Paynesville line. 
 6. Briagolong to Stratford. 
 7. Sale to the Great Southern line at Port Albert, Alberton, or Yarram. 
 8.. Loop between Maffra and Stratford lines. 
 9. Sale to Bairnsdale via The Heart, Clydebank, Bongwordwn, &c. 
 10. Sale to Dutson via Glencoe and Longford. 
 11. Rosedale to Yarram .
 The Dargo country was in an exceptionally unfortunate position. For years past 
it had been so cut off from the outside
 world that the inhabitants were living amongst themselves without being able to 
do any exporting. He was perfectly certain that this would become
 in the future a very important district. The country which was referred to 
embraced a locality where six rivers converge, every one of them having 
 a large area of rich alluvial soil in splendid flats. In some places these flats were 
narrow, but in other places they were broad and opened out for 
 half a mile or three quarters. The land was extremely rich, 
and there were exceptional facilities for irrigation. “  
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Appendix 14  Peter Longs / T. Donovans holding

   Center of Allot 8b  approx. 37 Deg 31 Min 52.24s South, 147 Deg 13 Min 05.01 s East
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According to the sketch map below, Peter Long's store would be close to where the Castleburn 
Creek turns to follow the road as you leave Castleburn

APPENDIX 15    Peter Long in Court, serious charges of cattle stealing.

Gippsland Times Friday 12 June 1863 

SALE POLICE COURT. Satnrday, 6th June. A. Arbuckle, W. Pearson, and J. M. 
Allen, Esqrs., on the Bench. William Besoff was arraigned under a charge of cattle
stealing from the Taberabbara run. Sergeant M'Donald, who prosecuted on the 
part of the Police, said that the graver charge had been withdrawn, but that he 
amended the police sheet, and he now charged the prisoner with having a portion 
of a carcass and a hide in his possession, for which he could not satisfactorily 
account. Mr. Atkinson, who defended the prisoner, protested against bringing the 
prisoner up on the second charge. He was prepared with evidence which must have
dismissed the charge of cattle stealing, but he was taken by surprise, and he had 
no means of communicating with the prisoner so that he might he able to bring 
forward evidence to acquit his client of the minor charge. The Bench, however, 
decided that the cases were so nearly identical in proof, that they would proceed 
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with the inquiry. John Reed, mounted constable, was then sworn, and examined by
Sergeant McDonald From information I received, I lodged a complaint before the 
bench at Bairnsdale. and obtained a search warrant.  I then proceeded to the house
or tent of the prisoner and arrived there on the 28th of last month.. The prisoner's 
tent is situated on the Wentworth gold diggings. 
 I found lying outside, the hut a piece of hide, which piece I now produce. I found 
also inside the tent about four or five hundred pounds of beef, cut up. Part was in 
a sock, and the remainder was piled upon a board. The beef was all cut in small 
pieces, like those produced. I left Constable Jennings in charge of the tent whilst I
went down to the claim where prisoner was working. I told him what I had come 
about, and gave him the usual caution. I then asked him where he got the beef, and
he told me he went to Tabberrera and shot two bulls, of which the meat now 
produced was part. He said he gave two hind quarters to a man named Dalton. He
told me  the part of the hide produced was part of one of the bulls. He also said 
he killed the bulls because Mr. A. Macmillan told him to shoot any wild bulls he 
saw.
 Cross-examined by Mr. Atkinson-The meat   in the bag was concealed. It was 
placed in a bunk, and covered with clothes. He told me the tent was his, but 
another man lived with him in it. Mr. Macmillan told me he did not give the 
prisoner liberty to shoot any cattle or bulls. He admitted that he told Long to 
shoot wild bulls. 
 I asked prisoner where the remainder of the hide was, and ho said be cut it up for
the use of his mates. Angus Macmillan sworn--I am a settler. I reside at 
Culgmundi. I know the prisoner Besoff. I never authorised him to kill cattle on 
Taberabbara, or anywhere else. Taberabbara is my run. I saw prisoner on the  12th 
of May. He gave me information of cattle having been stolen from my run. He first
asked me if I had any cattle for sale, and I said no, that the cattle belonged to 
Messrs. Kaye and Butchart, and that I had only a few head which were brought up 
a short time since. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Atkinson--I have only about 60 head of cattle on the runs 
of Culgmundi and Taberabbara. I did not give a general permission to the diggers 
to shoot bulls when they liked. Cuigmundi and Taberabbara are both my runs. The 
license is paid, and in my name. 
Andrew Dalton sworn--I am a miner, residing on the Wentworth. I know the 
prisonor He gave me a piece of beef about a month ago. I was to repay the beef 
again. I assisted prisoner to kill a bull. I cannot say exactly how long since, but it 
is possibly three weeks. 
Prisoner had something of an old gun with him which he shot the bull with. I 
helped him to skin it. We left the hide when we skinned the beast and took the 
meat away on pack horses. The meat was brought to Besoff's place. The colour of 
the hide now produced is something like the colour of the bull which I saw killed. 
Cross-examinad by Mr. Dalton--I never saw the prisoner kill a beast before. I 
never heard Mr. Macmillan tell the miners to shoot cattle, for I never saw the man
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until I saw him to-day in court. I believe the miners thought they were at liberty to
shoot wild cattle. 
Bartholomew Slattery examined- I live on the Wentworth, and am a miner. About 
three or four weeks ago saw meat come to prisoner's tent. I live with prisoner. He 
does not sell meat, it is all consumed in the tent. I saw a man take some away 
from the tent. The beef now spoken of was brought to the tent during my absence. 
Richard Joseph Smyth. Sworn- I am a miner residing on the Wentworth. I never 
heard Mr. Macmillan give leave to any one to shoot cattle or bulls. He told men he 
had given Long authority to shoot what he wanted.
Prisoner was fined £20 or four months' imprisonment, Mr. Atkinson lodged the 
amount, of the fine in court, and applied for a copy of   the case to be laid before 
the law officers of the crown. 

    Peter Long was then brought up charged with having a large quantity of beef 
on his premises, for the possession of which he could not satisfactorily account. 
John Reed, mounted constable, deposed On the evening of the 21st May I called at
prisoner's hut, and could not find him. Mr. Macmillan and was with me, and he 
and I then returned to the bush and camped out all night. Early next morning we 
want to prisoners  hut again, when I saw Mrs. Long. She said if I waited a few 
minutes Long would give  himself up. I found nothing in the house. Mr. Macmillan
and I then went to the stock yard, which was about a mile away. I then saw the 
head of a poley beast, with on ear recently cut off. Mr. Macmillan remarked that 
that was the ear that was branded. I saw blood in a couple of places in the yard. 
R. J. Smyth sworn-- know the prisoner.  He is a gold miner, and supplies minors 
with provisions. I do not know of his having slaughtered any cattle, but I know he 
sells meat. There is always plenty of meat on the premises, and I have seen 
prisoner sell meat very frequently. I saw carcasses of beef there about three weeks 
ago. I do not know if Long was in the yard when I saw the three carcasses there 
first. Long told me that he had authority to take what he wanted off Taberabbara. 
After his arrest I asked him how he got the beef, and he said in the usual way. The
carcases were bought down to the house on horses. I helped to do it. I saw one hide
the time I was there. I do not know what be came of it. There was no brand on the
hide I saw. Cross-examined by Mr  Atkinson-The men on the Wentworth would 
starve if they did not get beef somewhere. I have often seen prisoner bring cattle 
from the Mitchell, and have written orders on Dreverman and Co., in favour of 
Taylor and Saunders, to pay for the cattle. Prisoner used to get me to write for 
him, as he could not write well himself. I saw Mr. Macmillan at Long's on the 
evening before Long was arrested. I also saw him on the morning on which he 
gave himself up. Mr. Macmillan came to my hut shortly after daybreak, and said 
he camped out all night. Both on that morning and the evening before we had 
some conversation relating to this case. Mr. Macmillan said he had told Long to 
kill bulls, but not to let him know anything about it. When he said bulls, he 
winked his eye, which made me believe that bulls meant any sort of cattle. Angus 
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Macmillan deposed that he never authorised the prisoner to take cattle or bulls off
Taberabbara. 
Witness believes that Reed Foster's stockman identified the hide of a heifer which 
he saw at prisoner's yard. He identified the head as belonging to mother and 
offspring. This was on the 12th of May. I tracked the cattle from Cuigmundi to the 
Wentworth, about 12 miles. I was accompanied by a black- fellow. 
Cross-examined- I was at Long's the night before he gave himself up. There were 
three men there. I saw Mrs. Long, and told her that her husband had better give 
himself up, as no harm could come to him. I did not sell any cattle, nor had I any 
to sell. I said " kill a bull when you like." I saw Long about six weeks since. He had 
been trying to purchase cattle. I did not say to the diggers, " Now, boys, I know you
are hard up for meat, but I told Peter Long to get you some." I met Long on the 
Dargo road. He told me Mr. Dougherty would not sell him any cattle. I told him he
could shoot as many bulls as he liked. I did not give him leave to shoot any bulls 
or cattle on Cuigmundi or Taberabbara. I told him if he came there for bulls he 
must let me know. I did say you may shoot as many wild bulls as you like, but I 
did not give him liberty. 
By the Bench-- Whose property are these bulls you are alluding to ?  
 Witness-They are either Foster's, Kaye and Butchart's, or mine. 
  James Raymond, an aborigine, made a statement in capital English, but though 
one of those blacks who were christened by the Missionary,  he was not sworn, as 
he did not know the nature of an oath. I helped Long to drive in three cows, two 
of which were branded NR. I shot the three by the order of Peter Long.
 Bill shot one, and I think I shot the remainder. I do not know what occurred after,
as I  went to the hut, and remained there drunk.   The beast that was not branded
was  a poley yellow cow. I helped to drive the cattle off Dargo. Peter Long came to
me in the morning at Dargo, and I told him I could not go that day, as I had to 
take rations out for Mr. Macmillan. I met Long at Stoney Creek the morning after 
by appointment. I saw Long the evening before at the Dargo hut. Teddy Mole, the 
cook, told me Peter wanted me. We took about seven head of cattle to the Yards. 
We could not get the cattle to go inside, and we killed three out of the seven. The 
yard belonged to Peter, and the cattle belonged to Mr. Dougherty. Peter paid me £2 
per head, and I bought a pair of boots from him. I remained at Peter's for three 
days, drinking. I saw them cut up the beef. I did not got any orders from Mr. 
Macmillan to help Peter, nor did I tell him I was going away. 
The Bench refused to permit the witness to be cross-examined, as he had not been
sworn, and his statement could not be taken for evidence. Sergeant M'Donald 
applied to have the case remanded until Monday, as the witness Reed had 
evidently kept himself out of the way; though duly summoned.   Mr. Atkinson said 
that if they adjourned the case, he hoped they would do so to a day when Capt. 
Carey would be at home, as he had considerably more experience than any of the 
magistrates comprising the present bench. The case was then remanded until 
Monday. 
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(The Gippsland Guardian,12 jun 1863, reported what the 'Times had missed.

MONDAY, 8TH JUNE.   On the Bench were the Police Magistrate,  and Messrs. 
Allen, Pearson, Inglis, and Arbuckle, J.P's.   
 Peter Long, remanded from Saturday, was then brought up, charged with having 
beef in his possession for which he could not satisfactorily account. Before 
proceeding with the case, Mr. J. M. Allen, J.P., said that, as a stranger on this 
Bench, he hoped he might not be considered intrusive, but he deemed it his duty to
say that Mr. Atkinson had grossly insulted the Bench on Saturday. The Police 
Magistrate here said some words in a low tone, the whole Bench retired for about 
ten minutes, and the subject apparently dropped. On the return of the Bench, the 
previous depositions of Long's were read. Mr. Atkinson and Mr. Patten appeared 
for the prisoner. R. J. Smith was re-sworn, but the only question asked him was 
ruled out of order.
 Frederick Reed sworn-I am a stockman in Mr. Foster's employ at Dargo: I saw the
prisoner, about the first week in May, at the Dargo hut. He came there about an 
hour be fore sun-down. Prisoner 
 said he wanted to see Jemmy Raymond, a black-fellow and stock rider belonging 
to Mr. Macmillan. Long remained all night. On the following morning I went out 
on the run, and left Long at the station. When I came back it was about sun down,
and Long was gone. Mr. Macmillan and I went to the Wentworth. He said he heard 
that three head of his cattle were killed there. I also received the same 
information from a man that came from the Wentworth. This was on the 11th. We 
went to a stock- yard on the Wentworth river, and saw there the heads of two 
beasts: I saw the head of a red poley heifer just outside the stock-yard. I also saw 
the head of a poley cow, and the inside of a couple of beasts and a hide. I fancy I 
saw a beast with a hide like the one we found, but could not swear to it I fancy the
cow belonged to Kaye and Butchart. I did not identify the hide, but said it 
resembled that of a heifer which used to run with its mother at Cuigmundi. They 
were both poleys, and their heads resembled those found outside the yard. The cow
was branded--the heifer was not. The hide of the heifer was like the one I saw-it 
was red. The cow was a brindle poley, branded NR, and I have always seen them 
running together No further evidence being produced, the Bench dismissed the 
case.

The Gippsland Guardian,12 jun 1863, reported what the 'Times had missed.
“Servant Macdonald said he felt it to be his duty to oppose bail, from
 the manner in which the witness had been tampered with. Bail refused.”

APPENDIX 16  Early Castleburn survey.
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Appendix 17  A mention of Peter Long, again associating with a dubious companion.
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Gippsland  Times,  20 Sept 1865
 “ASSAULT WITH INTENT. Denis Fitzpatrick was placed at the bar, charged with 
the above offence. Mr. Hughes appeared on his behalf. Maria Louisa Chalk 
deposed:
 Was a single woman. Had a daughter, aged one year and ten months. Saw the 
prisoner on 23rd May last. Was then on her way up to Mount Pleasant. Was 
walking. The child was with her. Had stopped at Coloe's the night previous. 
Prisoner had seen her there. Had no conversations with him. Left in the morning 
after breakfast. Prisoner came up about 9 a.m. He said, "Good morning.' Went into
a house kept by Mrs. Jones. Remained there half an hour. Had a glass of brandy 
and water. 
 Mrs. Jones gave it as a preventative against cold. Prisoner and a man named 
Peter Long were there. Left the house before prisoner. He offered to carry the  
child, but she declined to allow him. Prisoner over took her about three quarters 
of a mile upon the road. He walked for some distance by her side. Crossed  the 
river together in a boat. Had dinner at Trail's accommodation house, but no 
conversation with the prisoner. On leaving, a woman named Mrs. Prudence 
accompanied her two miles, carrying the child. Prisoner passed them on the road. 
Had gone about a mile after being left by Mrs. Prudence when a man came up 
from behind, and kept step with her. Put the child down and led her by the hand. 
The man then went in advance and she lost sight of him. Put her child on
 her back 'wrapped' and fixed in a cloak. A little further on prisoner started up 
from a hollow and caught hold of her, saying,   "come here." Had the child  on her 
back. Called to him for Heaven's sake not to touch her. He then put one arm round 
her waist. (We here omit a portion of the evidence.)  He did not accomplish his 
purpose. Screamed out loudly. Heard some pack-horses coming, when prisoner ran 
away. Ran to the packers and requested them to go after him. They did so, and 
captured him. People who had accompanied her part of the way from Stratford 
came up. All went back to Traill's. Was very much bruised. 
Cross-examined: Was not a married woman. Lived at Grant with the father of her 
child. Edward Cahill, a packer, at Stratford, deposed that on 23rd May, two men 
named Wells and Tracey, with himself, were travelling in company with pack 
horses. Saw the prisoner and a woman near Traill's. He was getting up from the 
ground. Heard no screams on account of the horse-bells. Did not know whether or 
not the prisoner saw them. The woman came up and asked if any of them had a 
mother or sister, to protect her. She was excited. Saw no marks on her face. Found 
the prisoner concealed in the bush under a log. John Tracey corroborated the 
evidence of last witness. 
William Fellow deposed: Knew prosecutrix. Saw her at Coloes' on 23rd May. She 
passed him on the road. Saw her in the afternoon sitting by the road side. Her hair
was disarranged. Observed a scratch under her lip. Returned with her to Traill's. 
Saw the prisoner at Traill's. Kept watch over him. He wished him to take a glass of
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port wine, which was declined. He said  he should not be blamed for what he had 
done when in drink. 
Cross-examined: Travelled with her from Stratford. Carried the child part of the 
way. Had some words with her on the road. She seemed to think it compulsory on 
his part to carry  the child. He therefore at last refused to do so. Advised her to 
remain at Coloe's till her friends came for her. Noticed nothing improper in her 
conduct on the way. Knew her in Sandhurst, but would rather not say anything as 
to the character she bore there. 
Mrs. Prudence deposed: Resided at Traill's. Recollected 23rd May.  Saw the 
prosecutrix on that day. She had some dinner. Accompanied her a piece of the 
road, when she left carrying her child. Saw her when she returned. They slept 
together that night. Proscutrix was very much bruised. Constable Davey deposed: 
Saw the prosecutrix on the day in question.  Her hair was disarranged. She 
appeared to be much excited. Prisoner said after his arrest that he would sooner 
pay £50 than go before a court. There was £16 or £17 found upon him. This 
terminated the case, and the prisoner having addressed the jury, they retired, and 
after a short deliberation re turned into court with a verdict of "Guilty." The 
prisoner was sentenced to eighteen months' imprisonment with hard labor. 

Appendix 18      Hutchison family, Dellicknora references.

Gippsland Times 25 May 1933 refers to  T. Hutchison, whose son Gordon married Mary Phelan, 
Mary Donovan and James Phelan.

 “The crushing of four and a half tons of stone from the Golden Chain mine at 
Dellicknora (East Gippsland), owned by Messrs T. Hutchison and G. Walsh,
 gave a return of 23 oz. 14 dwt. retorted gold.” (Dellicknora is 12m NW of Bonang)
 
 Bairnsdale Advertiser 27 Apr 1895 mention of Robert Hutchison.
 “The Bonang mine is shut down at present and the men are out of work and 
leaving here, some going to Pambula, others to Tasmania. A few hands are getting
work at the mines at Dellicknora, about 12 miles north of Bonang, one of which is 
the Bonanza mine, owned and worked by Messrs Simpson and Smith and 
discovered by Mr C. Simpson some four years ago, who, with his partner, 
persevered and  stuck to it for upwards of two years without any returns till 
August of 1893, when they had a small trial crushing of 7 tons, which gave 9oz. 
7dwt. They then continued work and put a man on to raise another crushing, which
they put through in February, 
 1894, 34 tons yielding 73oz. 13dwt. 12gr. Since then it has worked on satisfactorily
to the present time, having crushed 383 tons of stone for a total yield of 465oz. 
6dwt. 22gr. The shoot of gold is now proved by a tunnel for 350 feet, without tile 
slightest break or fault, being good average stone from 6 inches to 3 feet wide 
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throughout the length of the drive. A contract to sink a winze from the bottom 
level, to prove the lode for another 50 or 100 feet, is being let. This mine is finding
employment for a number of unemployed of the district. A new discovery, about 
three miles north-east of the Bonanza, discovered by Mr Robert Hutchison, 
caused considerable excitement for a time. The stone taken out near the surface 
was extremely rich, but as depth was attained it became less rich though still good
average stone all through, and in three weeks a crushing of 10 tons was taken out 
and crushed and cleaned up on the 5th inst. for the satisfactory yield 
 of 30oz. 16dwt. John Hobbs and William Carter, tributers on the South Bonanza, 
crushed and cleaned up from 8 tons on the 10th inst. for a yield of 41oz. 12dwt. 
This was taken out by three men in five weeks, and has paid handsomely. The 
Bonanza and Bonanza South will crush again about the second week in May, and 
the new find, which is styled the Coolgardie, will crush about a week later. There 
are several parties about the locality prospecting, but up to the present nothing 
payable has been met with, but all are in hopes of striking something good soon, 
the indications met with being favorable.”
 
Bairnsdale Advertiser,  9 Dec 1893, mention of John Hutchison 
 “ALLEGED BREACH OF THE STOCK TAX ACT. John LM. Christie v. Chas 
Clifford, for having uncustomed goods in his possession, to wit, 52 head of cattle.
 Detective Christie appeared for the Customs department and Mr Commina for the
defendant. Detective Christie said the charge was laid under the 210th 
 section of the Customs Act, by which the defendant was liable, if found guilty, to a
fine of £100, or treble the value of the uncustomed goods seized. 
 The Commissioner of Customs had elected to recover a fine of £100. Mr Commina
applied to have the information amended by having the word "knowingly" inserted 
before the word "concerned " --that the defendant was knowingly concerned, etc. 
Detective Christie objected, stating that it had been overruled elsewhere in other 
courts. The amendment was not allowed. Detective Christie deposed that he was a
revenue detective and an officer of the Customs 
 department. On the 1st December, in company with Sergeant Mullany, he went in 
search of 52 head of cattle, branded JO inverted on the near ramp, and found 
them at the Broadlands Hotel, Lucknow. Sergeant Mullany asked the defendant 
what was his name, and he replied, Chas. Clifford. Asked where he resided when 
he was at home, the defendant said at Brown's camp, N.S.W., that he left there on 
the 21st November and went to Mrs Peter Cameron's, at Delicnora, where he picked
up 52 head of cattle, branded JO on the near rump, which he brought down to 
Lucknow. placing them in Mr Appel's paddock tor safety pending driving them into
Messrs Desailly, Macarthur and Co.'s yards to be sold. The defendant said his 
registered brand for New South Wales was JO inverted on the near ramp, and that 
the brand was kept at Brown's camp, and also a JO brand at Mrs Cameron's as a 
matter of convenience. Witness showed him a declaration (produced) and asked 
him if it was his signature to it, and he replied " yes." Asked what about the other 
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signature, the defendant said that was his brother's, J. W. Clifford. Witness said he 
had reason to believe that the cattle were smuggled, and that the declaration made
by the defendant and defendant's brother was false, and that unless he could 
satisfy witness the cattle would have to be seized. Or being asked by witness it he 
was aware that that he was liable for perjury for signing the declaration, the 
defendant said if knew as much then as he did now, he would not have signed it He
further said that about three weeks ago be saw at Brown's camp 20 of the cattle he
brought down to Lucknnow. Delicknora was seven miles, he said, from Brown's 
camp. The former place was four miles and the latter three miles, he said, from 
the border. Asked if he could point out any of the cattle which had been branded 
at New South Wales, the defendant said he could point out about 20 head rf the 
cattle he brought down which he branded or saw branded by his brother within the 
last five years. Asked who owned Delicknora, the defendant said Mrs Peter 
Cameron, a sister of his. Her brand, he said, was PC. He said he also I brought 
down 10 head of cattle, 8 PC's and 2 J 's, and that JH was John Hutchinson's 
brand. Sergeant Mullany and witness then accompanied the defendant to a 
paddock near the Broadlands Hotel. The defendant pointed out some cattle, 
rounded them up, took down a slip-panel, and ran them on to the road. Witness 
counted them, and could only make 51. Asked what had become of the other one 
the declaration said 52 
 The defendant said he left it or the road. Witness could see that the cattle were 
branded  JC on the ramp, and the cattle witness was in search of, and he asked the
defendant if those were the cattle he made the declaration about, and he replied in
the affirmative. On being asked to point out the cattle that he saw branded at New
South Wales, the defendant pointed at a lot, one at a time. Witness then seized the 
cattle and put them in another paddock for safety. At the hotel the defendant mode
a written statement to Sergeant. Mullany, which was similar in effect to what 
witness had stated. The cattle seized were subject to a duty of £1 10s. each, or a 
total duty of £78 for the 52 head. The defendant called on witness  several times 
at the hotel that night,. and aekcd if witness thought the, Customs would take the 
duty and let the cattle go. Witness said in face of the declaration, which aggravate-
I the offence, they certainly would not. The defendant  admitted to him that when 
the declaration was read over to him lie knew it was untrue. He asked witness if 
he (witness) was aware that cattle strayed over the border. Cross examined by Mr 
Commins, witness said he had no pecuniary interest in the case. Sometimes he 
was rewarded and some times  he was not He denied that he caught hold of the 
defendant when, he first spoke to him, or that he he said could. "snavel" him for 
the false declaration, but that he would not do that if the defendant would admit 
that the cattle were bred in New South Wales. He had no recollection of saying to 
the defendant that if he would admit that he would make it as light for him as he 
could. He denied that he told the defendant that he (defendant) had made a 
declaration at the border that none of the cattle were branded in New South Wales.
Sergeant Mullany deposed that he accompanied Detective Christie to Lucknow on 
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the 1st inst. The statement produced, signed by the defendant and written by 
Detective Christie, was read over to the defendant by wit ness. No threat nor 
inducement was made or held out to the defendant to make the statement. Witness
corroborated the evidence given by Detective Christie. Senior Constable Clarke, of 
Orbost, described the brands of the cattle seized, -p over C, which was the 
registered brand of the Clifford Bros. in New booth Wales. The Cliffords did not 
own any land in Victoria. He was on duty at the border in July and August, and 
had he seen any of Clifford's cattle on the Victorian side then he would have seized
them. In reply to Mr Commins, witness said there was nothing to prevent a man 
branding Victorian bred cattle with a New South Wales registered brand. Was 
interested as informer in any penalty which might he inflicted. Defendant's late 
father owned the Dellicknora run, and his sister and brother-in.law (W. Rich) owned
portions of the run. Defendant's cattle might occasionally stray on to these 
properties, but he never had 200 cattle on the run. William Thomas Porter, 
customs officer, Delegate, said he received notice from the Cliffords that they were
going to remove cattle from Dellicknora run to Bairnsdale. They said they were 
Victorian  bred cattle, and asked witness to prepare a document to that effect, so 
that they could produce it on the road if required. He prepared the declaration 
which had been read. He saw the cattle at the time. There was no attempt at 
concealment on the part of defendant or his brother. To the Bench- It was to avoid 
the cattle being seized there and then that the declaration was made. Mar 
Commins said that if it were not for the statement extorted from the defendant, 
who was almost paralysed with fear at the time, from the manner in which the 
detective and the sergeant questioned him, there would not he any case against his
client. The evidence to be given for the defence would completely clear the 
defendant. Charles Clifford,  grazier, said he resided sometimes at Brown's Camp 
N.S.W., and sometimes at Dellicknora, having relatives at both places. The New 
South Wales land was very poor for cattle, and they only had a few head there, 
going in for sheep principally. 
 Independent of the present cattle, there were now at Dellicknora 180 head of 
mixed cattle, bullocks, cows and calves. His father and Mr John Hutchinson were 
partners in the Dellicknora run, and since his father's decease some of the cattle 
had been running there. His sister and Mr Rich owned portions ofthe run, and 
were possessed of cattle. Witness had cattle on the Tubbut run, on the Cahanandra
run, and also on the Crown lands forming part of the old run, all of which was in 
Victoria. The cattle seized were the progeny of Victorian cows. When branding, 
about 14 of them escaped the muster, and beingnear the boundary they were 
branded with the other cattle at Brown's camp, about three years ago, and were 
then returned into Victoria. On Friday last, he was sitting on a fence at Luck now, 
when two men in plain clothes came up. One of them asked him his name, and 
then said he was Detective
 Christie, from Melbourne, and the other man was Sergeant Mullany, of 
Bairnsdale. Christie caught him by the arm and said " You made a false 
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declaration about those cattle," and said he could snavel witness if they liked, but 
did not want to do that if he would admit that the cattle came from the New South
Wales. They went into the hotel, and Christie questioned witness, - who said the 
cattle came from Dellicknora. 
 Christie said "It's no use you saying that. Constable Clarke will be here tomorrow 
morning with witnesses to prove that you brought the cattle from New South 
Wales Christie said that the declaration made by witness set out that the cattle 
were bred and branded in Victoria. Witness replied that he did not know that it 
did. If he had known that he would not have signed it. At this stage the court 
adjourned until eleven o'clock on Monday morning.
 
Bairnsdale Advertiser, 5 May 1900, judge declares George Hutchison, father of thirteen children, “a 
worthless vagabond”

“ A "WORTHLESS VAGABOND."
 In the Divorce Court on Thursday, before his Honor the Chief Justice, Eleanor 
Ann Hutchinson, of Dellicknora, 90 miles from Bairnsdale, sought a dissolution of
her marriage with her husband, George Hutchinson, on the grounds of desertion. 
The suit was undefended. Evidence in support of the petition was given to the 
effect that the parties were married on the 21st of May, 1860, by the Rev. Mr 
Logan, at the Presbyterian Church, Sale. At that time the respondent was a 
stockrider or carrier. They lived at Bendoc for some time after that, and 
subsequently went to reside at Dellicknora. There were fourteen children of the 
marriage, thirteen of whom were how living. Respondent was of drunken habits, 
and matters reached a climax on the 26th of January, 1887, when he tried to choke 
her. He also slashed her with a stockwhip. Petitioner was earning the money with 
which to keep the house going, but the respondent spent it. She told him that he 
had better go away for three years and try to cure himself of his drunken habits. 
In the meantime, he was to send her some money. He agreed to go away, but sent 
no money, though, when his mother died, he received a legacy of £100, which, he 
allowed to go towards making a home for his son. He did not return to his home, 
though petitioner had frequently written to him telling him to come back, as he 
had apparently been cured of his drunken ways. Six of the children were being 
supported by her energy. His Honor termed the respondent a worthless vagabond, 
and granted a decree nisi, with costs.”

Appendix 19.  Peter Long in poor company, and wrapped up with the story of an unworthy teacher

27 May 1873 ,  O'Farrell, teacher at Dargo Flat.

 LEGAL INTELLIGENCE. GRANT POLICE COURT. Before A. W. Howitt, Esq., 
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J.P., and Mr. M. Mackintosh. J.P.   S. T. RILEY v. R. H. O'FARRELL.
 Claim for £5 10s 6d. Plaintiff sworn; defendant came to my place on 19th 
December, 1872, and remained three days or more; he left on the fourth, and 
returned the following day; had his meals and bed, and extra attendence in the 
shape of cups of coffee and chocolate, and keeping the place clean; he had been 
drinking; on 23rd December he came again and asked for spirits; I gave him a 
bottle of colonial wine on 24th he came again, I gave him wine instead of spirits, 
on 27th he had one meal ; on 3rd January, 1873, he asked me to put the school 
 in order; I did so, and charged at the rate of £1 per day; it took me about half a 
day; on the same day he had a bottle of wine and one meal; about the 8th he had 
bread from my wife, from the 8th to 22nd he had ten meals; I kept an account in 
my mind. 
 To defendant : I gave you to the amount of a bottle of wine; you took what I 
consider a bottle of wine out of a decanter holding more than a bottle ; the charge 
for extras is for attendance, coffee, and chocolate, over the four days; your being 
intoxicated was the cause ; you were drinking at my place a part of the time; I 
recollect the 21st of December last year; recollect you and Peter Long being in my
place; don't recollect you being then all night with him; you were not playing cards
in my place.
 To Bench: They were drinking in my place ; I recollect Mr Nesbit being in the 
place about that time, he had some drinks; the 8s charged on the 21st I did not 
receive from any person; I have received a £1 from Mr Long since the 21st on 
account of the drink on that night ; put the school in order at your request ; I did 
not put the school in such disorder that it required putting in order ; 
 I helped to put the maps up near the ceiling; from the 8th of January last, up to 
the time I took out the summons, I could not swear I served you with an account. 
 Jane Riley, wife of plaintiff, proved about the date defendant came to their place,
 but could not swear to dates,  although defendant had the goods charged in the 
bill. To defendant: I don't exactly keep  a boarding house ; I refused to board you;  
you were suffering from the effects of drink ; you drank wine at my place you did 
not pay for it. Plaintiff produced his book, and was re-examined on the entries. 
The book produced is my memorandum book that I keep my accounts in. I have no
other book; I could not swear that the entries were made day by day on the dates 
put to them ; the 8th of January was not the last date I had a business transaction
; all the  entries are in my writing.
 To the Bench: I have other entries relating to another account; I did not make all 
the entries as  shewn in the book at one time, they were made since the beginning 
of the year ;   could not swear if I made all the entries at twice ; a portion, was 
entered front the slate. and a portion from memory; they were all entered before 
the last court. (The Bench stated their opinion that all these entries had been 
made at one time, with one pen, and one ink ; the two accounts commencing  in 
April last were entered after the one commencing in Deember last.
To defendant :  The bill you got shewed a balance of 6s 6d on the 8th of January; I 
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did accept an order from you on Mr Kelly for £4, as settlement of the grog account 
of £6. 
 Defendant sworn : Was one the spree, and drinking at plaintiffs place ; I went to 
his place about 3 o'clock on the 19th, I had only one meal in the place, and paid for
it ; plaintiff as one of the school committee helped to put the  school in disorder to
hold a ball, and I naturally asked him to put it in order again ; all the bread I got 
was about a p0und and a half of what I call dough: I could have   glazed windows 
with it ; in the previous accounts I received, bread, butter, and sugar is all charged
in the bill, although plaintiff now tries to separate the accounts ; I admit the 
balance of 6s 6d and 1s 6d for the dough.    
 To plantiff: I swear I had money in my pocket when I went to your place, and I 
paid you money ; I have paid you for brandy, when I had no money you refused me,
but if I had the money I swear you would give it to me ; I got only the bread I 
speak of; I did insist on you cleaning the school, but not to pay you. The Bench 
were of opinion that the evidence for plaintiff, his accounts, and his book were not
at all satisfactory,  and therefore would only make an order for 8s without costs.    

LEGAL INTELLIGENCE. GRANT POLICE COURT. (Before A. W. Howitt, Esq., 
J.P., and Mr. M. Mackintosh. J.P.) F.A. SEIDENBURG v. J. FARQUHAR. 
Claim for £-. goods sold and delivered. A letter from defendant was read, giving a 
valid reason for his non attendance, and offering to pay the debt in small weekly 
instalments. Order for payment of 10s weekly, with 5s costs, in default distress.

 
 PERJURY.   R. H. O'Farrell was charged as above on   the information of S. T. 
Riley. James Travis, sworn : I am Clerk of Petty Sessions at Grant.
 Remember 22nd of April last. Defendant was the complainant in a case O'Farrell 
v. Riley for work and labour done, and goods supplied and for instructing  Riley 
and his children. I administered the oath to him on that occasion in the usual 
manner, I heard Mr Howitt, the chairman  of the Bench ask O'Farrell,  "are you 
teaching the school at Dargo Flat under the Board of Education?" or words to that 
effect. He replied: I am not employed by the Board of   Education in any way, that 
his teaching the school was a private arrangement between the School Committee 
and himself. At this stage of the proceedings the prosecuting constable drew the 
attention of the Bench to the state accused was in, being evidently suffering from 
an overdose of Hennessy, and unfit to conduct his defence. The case was then put 
back to the end of the list. The Bench read him a severe
 lecture for appearing in court in such a state while answering a serious charge.  
 
 R. H. FARRELL, RECALLED.   James Travis, re-sworn : Defendant said   he had
not been employed by the Board of Education in the school referred to at the time 
the instruction was given for which he  sued Riley. 
 To defendant : I swear positively you said you were not employed by the Board of 
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Education in any way. I heard the chairman of the Bench ask you repeatedly, as he 
said your answer might influence them in giving their decision.   
 S. T. Riley, sworn: I am a blacksmith residing at Dargo Flat. Remember the 22nd 
of April last. I was sued by O'Farrell for  school fees. He swore that he was not 
employed by the Board of Education from the 5th of August 1872 to the end of 
March 1873.  
 I was one of the school committee during that time. The school was vested in the 
Board of Education. O'Farrell was engaged verbally by resolution of the 
committee about the end of July, 1872, and appointed teacher of the Dargo Flat 
School. Mr Kelly was correspondent. A scale of fees was  fixed by the committte. 
To defendant : To the best of my belief I heard Mr Howitt ask you if you would 
swear on your oath that you were not employed by the Board of Education from 
the 5th August 1872 to the end of March 1873. You replied  "I will." 
 J. B.Kelly, sworn : I am a storekeeper residing at Dargo Flat. Am correspondent 
of the Dargo Flat School. Remember seeing O'Farrell about the end of July 1872. 
He put in an application for the teachership of the school. I have not the 
application with me.
 The bench said the application must be produced. A remand was then asked for, 
when it was discovered that a remand could only be given for eight days, and at 
the end  of that time no magistrate could be obtained to grant a further remand, 
and the accused was unable to obtain a bail. 
 The case was   then withdrawn, and the accused discharged. R. H. O'Farrell 
pleaded guilty to being drunk and disorderly, and in consideration of his having 
been already four days in Grant gaol he was cautioned and discharged.  
 

Appendix 21. A terrible accident to Thomas Phelan, a nephew of  John Phelan of Freeburgh

A small notice in the Zeehan and Dundas Herald 12 Nov 1898 gave a lead to follow in trying to find
more of J ohn  Phelan, listed as the father of  9th Horseman, J.T Phelan , buried at Dargo.

 “Bereavement Notice. The Relatives of the late THOMAS JAMES PHELAN desire
to tender their Grateful and Heartfelt THANKS to the good people of Zeehan for 
their kind expressions of Sympathy and Floral Wreaths and Tributes of unfeigned 
respect to their lonely dead, so far from 
home and kindred. J. T. PHELAN, Freeburgh, Victoria.”

A terrible story emerged, but a fine tribute to the qualities found within this Irish migrant family.

Zeehan and Dundas Herald,  25 Oct 1898.   Fatal Mining Accident

“AT THE WESTERN MINE.
Shortly after 4 o'clock yesterday after noon an accident occurred at the Western 
mine, whereby a young man named Thomas Phelan met his death.
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Phelan was employed at the Western as a miner, and was working on afternoon 
shift. It appears that the deceased was working on the No.6 level, and yesterday 
afternoon et 4 o'clock he entered the cage with three others, and the signal was 
given to tbe driver of tbe winding engine to lower the men down the shaft, The 
cage descended rapidly, and stopped at No. 4 level. Here Phelan stepped out of the
cage, thinking he had arrived at No. 6 level, and the cage went on its downward 
journey. If appears that the No. 4 platman told Phelan of his mistake, and the 
signal was given for the cage to ascend to the No.4 so that he might be taken down 
to No.6. The cage ascended, and stopped to allow the deceased to enter. Unaware 
of what a terrible fate the next moment had in store for him, Phelan stepped upon
the cage, and then, Whether from a wrong or confused signal, or from some yet 
unexplained reason, the cage ascended instead of descending. The deceased was 
hardly on the cage when it ascended, and Phelan, who could not have been well 
within the cage, was struck by the cap of the drive, and he fell from the cage back 
on to the edge of the plat, and must then have fallen headlong down tbe shaft, his 
body striking sgainst the timbers as it dashed through the darkness to the bottom 
of the shaft, The poor fellow fell from No. 4 to No. 8 level, a distance of 270ft, and
must hove been killed instantly. His body was soon recovered, and conveyed to the
morgue at the rear of the Hospital, a number of the deceased's mates and others 
accompanying the ambulance.  When the body was stripped and placed on a slab 
in the morgue it was seen that it was terribly mangled. The head was the least 
crushed. The right eye, ear, and the forehead and chin are scratched and about a 
quarter of an inch of the lower lip is torn off. The left arm is badly knocked about,
and the right arm s almost severed from the body. The back of the body from the 
left shoulder to the spine is torn open, the wound reaching nearly to the middle of 
the back. The calf of the left leg is broken asunder, am the bones protrude. The 
left foot is smashed to pulp, and there are  other minor injuries. 
 The deceased was about 30 years of age a native of Ireland and unmarried, a 
sister resides at Kilkenny, Ireland, and an an uncle lives at Freeburgh, a mining 
town, near Bright, Victoria. He had been in the colonies for 12 years, three of 
which had been spent on the West Coast. 
   It is not too much to say that the death of Thomas Phelan will be deplored by 
everybody who came in contact with him, for he was a man of strong personality 
and one of Natures gentlemen. He had been a student at the School of Mines for 
two years and a-half , and this present term he had taken up chemistry, assaying 
and geology, and intended to shortly undergo examination as a candidate for a 
mine manager's certificate. Besides being a student at the school of Mines the 
deceased was a useful citizen and much  interested in the great social questions. 
He was at one time president of the Democratic League, and was an A.M.A. 
committee man. And a prominent member the recently-formed Atheneum Club. He
was a born orator, a slow but tenacious thinker; his future seemed  full of promise,
and had he not been cut off in early manhood Thomas Phelan may have been a 
successful leader of men. Last Saturday night  at the meeting of the Atheneum 
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Club, at the School of Mines, tie deceased took part in a discussion on Portion of 
Henry George's "Progress and Poverty", and his measured  eloquence and capable 
treatment of tbe subject of discussion won the applause of his fellow members. 
Mr O. A. Waller, lecturer at the School of Mines, says Phelan knew more of the 
inexact science of political economy than any other man he knew in Zeehan, and 
none took greater interest in the social movement. Those who only knew the 
deceased slightly were distressed when the news of the terrible death be came 
public. and in his death Zeehan has lost a quiet and useful citizen, whose place it 
will not be easy to fill.”

Appendix 21      Extracted from “RootsWeb”, children of James Phelan and Mary Clune

Births

Surname Given Event Father Mother Age Birth Place Year
"PHELAN" Jno Born David Mary CLUNE GRANT 1868 9557
"PHELAN" Ellen Born David Mary CLUNE DARG 1870 1971
"PHELAN" Thomas Born David Mary CLUNE DARG 1872 1924
"PHELAN" Thomas Died David Mary CLUNE 1 DARG 1872 9034
"PHELAN" David Born David Mary CLUNE DARGO FL 1873 15939

"PHELAN"
Thomas 
Matthew

Born David Mary CLUNE DARG 1875 1734

"PHELAN" Mary Born David Mary CLUNE DARGO FL 1877 14786
"PHELAN" Matthew Born David Mary CLUNE DARG 1879 22383
"PHELAN" Hanora Born David Mary CLUNE DARG 1881 15647
"PHELAN" James Born David Mary CLUNE DARG 1884 1931

Deaths

Surname
Given 
Names

Father Mother Death Place    Age        Year        Reg 

"PHELAN"
Thos 
Matthew

Phelan 
David

Mary CLUNE
Died 
DARGO

1925 9168 

"PHELAN" Ellen Mary
Phelan 
David

Mary CLUNE Died SALE 73 1943 20667

"PHELAN" Mary
Phelan 
David

Mary CLUNE Died SALE 51 1931 7015

"PHELAN" James David Mary CLUNE Died SALE 74 1958 25480
"PHELAN" David David Mary CLUNE Died MAFF 91 1963 21779
"PHELAN" Matthew David Mary CLUNE Died YARR 89 1969 741

"DONOVAN"
Nora 
Elizabeth

Phelan 
David

Mary CLUNE Died SALE 74 1956 17353
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Appendix 22       More of  Chas. Daley,'s  “ Notes of Lecture ,“  the, l0th July, 1916,"DARGO AND
THE WONNANGATTA RIVER" 

  At the July meeting of the Club I gave a series of brief ex- 
planations of a number of lantern slides illustrative of alpine 
Gippsland, more particularly the Mount Wellington and Dargo 
districts. As the former locality has been the subject of two 
or three papers in the Naturalist, I purpose confining these notes 
to Dargo and the Wonnangatta River, as up to the present that 
portion of Gippsland has been unnoticed in our journal. 
    It was on a September vacation that, in company with a 
friend, I started from Stratford to walk to the township of 
Grant, 67 miles distant, via Dargo Flat, thence down the 
Crooked River, reaching the Dargo road again at Waterford. 
The country between Stratford and Stockdale is fairly well 
settled, and not of great interest, red gum, stringy-bark, and 
yellow box being the chief eucalypts. Approaching Stockdale, 
for some miles there is an undergrowth of thick scrub, gay 
with wild-flowers, and comprising most representatives of the 
typical flora of the Gippsland scrub near the foothills — viz., 
Cassinia acitleata, Correa speciosa, Hovea heterophylla, Come- 
sperma voluhile, Goodenia ovata, Helichrysum hicidttm, Epacris 
imprcssa (in varied tints), Indigofera atistralis, Tetratheca ciliata, 
Platylohitim obtusanguhim, &c. The composites, legumes, 
Droseras, and Heath-Myrtles were well represented, and this 
area should well repay botanical research. 

  We reached Stockdale (16 miles) in time for a good tea. 
From here the road immediately rises into the densely-wooded 
ranges, where the Golden Wattle was in profuse bloom on each 
side of the road. A year before, a destructive bush-fire had 
raged through the district, and the scorched gums, after the 
winter rains, were freely sprouting with accelerated energy, 
the glossy green leaves forming bunches of tender vegetation 
on the stems of the trees, giving a pleasing effect as the sunshine 
played on and through them. An interesting conglomerate 
formation is found shortly after leaving Stockdale, being part 
of the geological formation of the Carboniferous or Upper 
Palaeozoic era, which extends from Iguana Creek to Mansfield, 
including the Wellington Range. Alluvial gold has been 
obtained from this conglomerate, which is peculiar in the 
respect that in some of the rounded stones are impressed other 
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pebbles. A hill is passed over which, with its red shales, is 
also part of the same geological series. The track, which keeps 
high up on the range, winding in and out, with steep fall to the 
valleys beneath, is well shaded by the forest timber. It is wide 
enough for the passage of one vehicle, and, as the fall of a tree 
across the track through wind or fire is a frequent occurrence, 
it is usual to carry an axe in vehicles using the road, otherwise 
much delay may be caused by the obstruction, the slope from 
the road being too steep to pass if off the track. From this, 
known as the " Insolvent Track," a fine panorama of forest, 
valley, and mountain is seen, especially westwards, towards 
Walhalla, about 50 miles distant ; Lake Wellington is also 
visible southward through the trees. About Mount Difiiculty 
— which does not belie its name — the climbing is very steep. 
On the hilly side of the track the Spurious Sarsaparilla hung 
in festoons ; Hovea heterophylla, Veronica perfoliata, and 
Boronia myoporoides bloomed profusely. In the deep valleys, 
ferns and bracken, musk and hazel, made a dense under- 
growth, and the course of creeks could easily be traced by the 
golden tint of the wattles in contrast with the green of the 
gums, mostly stringy-bark, box, ironbark on the ridges, with 
white gum, a little red gum, and peppermint in the valleys. 
Wonga Pigeons repeatedly flew across the track, this fine bird 
frequenting the new foliage on the fire-blackened gums. Eight 
miles along he track I was tempted by the sign, " Water," on 
a tree, to descend into one of the valleys, where a well had 
been sunk and a pump erected. Although the distance was 
not great, it took half an hour to get back on the track. 

Towards " Gee's Junction " a granite formation occurs, with 
a slight change in the flora. " Gee's," i6 miles from Stockdale, 
was the only sign of habitation along the road. I found that 
the owner was away, leaving the accommodation open ' to all 
and sundry who passed. I called for a drink of water, and a 
carrier who was camped there wanted me to stay ; but I 
decided to push on past Cobannah Creek to Bulgoback, five 
miles further on. This creek had a good flow of water, and 
its fern-clad banks and dense vegetation, with the Silver Wattle 
marking its course from the mountains with the outpoured 
lavish gold of spring, made a picture of delight. Past 
Cobannah Creek, fern and musk, wattle, trailers, with gums 
towering above the verdure, were features of the road. Budgee 
Budgee, an old alluvial diggings, was passed, tunnels showing 
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where the workings, now overgrown, had once been. 

  Darkness had fallen when I reached the top of the very 
steep descent to Hardy's Hotel at Bulgoback, where I stayed 
for the night. The morning was typical of spring. The air 
was balmy ; the dew on the grass and flowers ; birds were 
singing gaily, and the sun's rays were genially but not un- 
pleasantly warm. Bulgoback is a pretty spot on a shady creek. 
It is well wooded, a fine forest of mountain ash being in the 
vicinity. From here to Dargo rabbits were very numerous. 
A few miles farther on granite again outcropped in succession 
to the Ordovician. I passed a log hut on the road with the 
legend, " State School No. ," on it. It was used by 
some rabbit-trappers as a sleeping-place. At a farm on the 
road, where I stopped for a few minutes, a man was skinning 
some kangaroos recently shot. At the request of some 
interested persons the protection given to kangaroos had been 
suspended for a month, and, under certain restrictions, to guard 
against indiscriminate slaughter, property-owners could shoot 
the animals. The result was that over i,ooo skins were sent 
to Melbourne for the month, and the request for further 
suspension of protection was refused. In conversation with 
several persons, I found there was a difference of opinion in 
regard to the damage caused by kangaroos. It was said the 
opportunity was taken to get rid of a number of skins which 
otherwise could not legally have been disposed of. As there is 
such ^ large area of unused and undeveloped forest country. 
I do not think the kangaroos can do much harm. I passed one 
lot of seven browsing in a valley below the track. A pretty 
mountain stream is the Castleburn, which, skirting the ranges, 
flows into the Mitchell. There are several farms on the flats 
through which it flows. Pardalotes were in great numbers 
along this creek.   
  Approaching Waterford, past rocky hills, one sees the 
Mitchell River for the first time, wattles and willows along its 
stony course. On the flat, amid the scrub of thistle, bracken, 
and blackberry, were hundreds of rabbits of all colours and 
shades, in greater numbers than I have ever seen them. They, 
and not the native fauna, are the farmer's worst enemy. A 
fine bridge crosses the Mitchell at Waterford. From the river 
there is a gradual rise up the track until one comes to The Gap, 
then a long, winding course into Dargo Flat, evidences of old 
mining operations being seen along the road. 

60



Dargo is a picturesque town surrounded on every side by 
mountains, its elevation being only 400 feet above sea-level. 
Here, again, granite and Ordovician are in contact, the former 
outcropping here and there. The Dargo is a clear mountain 
stream, with wattle and willow along its banks, fields of maize, 
potatoes, millet, &c., along the river flats. Staying at the Dargo 
Hotel, I got every attention and comfort. During the day 
spent there I made a short excursion along the road to Omeo 
in one direction, and to the granite hills in another. 

Next morning, with promise of a beautiful day, the wunder- 
lust again seized me ; and, leaving pleasant, peaceful Dargo, 
I shouldered my pack and set out for Grant, in the mountains, 
16 miles distant. Following the river for some distance, I found 
the track soon rose rapidly and circuitously with the winding 
of the Dargo River, on which I saw the Water Lizard, 
Physignathus howittii, a frequent denizen of the water-courses. 
It has the appearance of the Lace Lizard, but always keeps 
near or in the water. The view from the ascending track was 
a splendid one, especially up the Dargo River, with its fern 
gullies and heavily-timbered adjacent slopes. This track, 
fifty years ago, was very busy with prospectors, but now is 
seldom used. His Majesty's mail, in the person of two horse- 
men, overtook me ; one was going to the Crooked River, and 
the other to the Dargo High Plains. They kept me company 
for a little while, then passed on, kindly carrying my pack 
with them to Grant. I found the ascent difiicult, as in the 
sixteen miles there is a rise of 3,600 feet. Woollybutt and 
Snow Gums were the chief eucalypts, the contrast between these 
trees being very pleasant as the sun shone through the close 
verdure on the greens and greys. 
Passing the Dargo High Plains road on the right, I reached 
Grant, and received a hearty welcome at the hotel. The town- 
ship, named after the Hon. James Macpherson Grant, one of 
our earlier and much-respected public men, was founded in 
1864. Previous to this a lone shanty had been the only sign 
of settlement. In 1861 Mr. A. W. Howitt had discovered 
alluvial gold in the Good Hope Creek, and an alluvial rush set 
in to the Crooked River. In 1864 the Alpine Expedition to 
open up tracks for prospectors in the mountains was sent by 
the Government to the Crooked River. Thence over 200 miles 
of mining tracks were made by the party, under Angus M'Millan, 
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the discoverer of Gippsland, as far as Omeo to the north-east 
and to connect with Harrietville over the Snowy Plains to the 
north-west. Whilst track-cutting at the Crooked River, gold 
in the quartz was discovered in the Pioneer reef by the party, 
and the result was a great influx of diggers. Over 200 reefs 
were opened, and the camp which had been formed at Skye, 
or Mount Pleasant, became the prosperous mining town of 
Grant, which in 1865 had a population of thousands. 
" Ichabod ! " — at my visit there were only two residents. Year 
by year after the gold fever had subsided the population 
dwindled, and the once busy town of the " roaring sixties " 
sank into nothingness. The town, 4,000 feet above sea-level, 

stands facing the spur which connects with Mount Wellington. 
A fine view is obtained of Snowy Bluff, Mount Kent, and Castle 
Hill — all high mountains, snow-clad in winter, bold and 
rugged in outline. The district is rich in gold, but its distance 
from railways, difficulty of access, and the working-out of the 
lodes near the surface, have prevented further development. 
The bush is encroaching more and more upon the town, and 
it is not improbable that, like other decadent mining centres, 
it will in time completely disappear. 

From Grant the track leads down to Talbotville, on the 
Crooked River, a tributary of the Wongungarra, which, flowing 
south on the west of the high plateau containing the Dargo 
High Plains, joins the Wonnangatta, or Big Water, the chief 
affluent of the Mitchell. From Talbotville, also a decadent 
mining centre, M'Millan's track leads up the Wonnangatta 
River about 30 miles to " Bryce's," one of the outposts of 
civilization in the wilds. This river has eaten deeply into the 
ancient lofty plateau which forms the alpine system of North 
Gippsland, and is, here and there — as on the Dargo High Plains, 
Snowy Plains, Mount Useful, and Mount Lookout — capped 
with the residuum of a basaltic flow over the Ordovician, 
Carboniferous measures, and Miocene gravels. 
A mining track goes over the Snowy Plains, past Mount 
Tamboritha, right near the head of the Wonnangatta River, 
which rises to the north-east of Mount Howitt. …...
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Appendix 23       A  Hardy marriage ends.

Bairnsdale Advertiser and Tambo and Omeo   Chronicle 7 Nov 1917

    “BAIRNSDALE PETTY SESSIONS. MONDAY, NOV. 5.  Maintnance Case. 
May Hardy proceeded against William H. Hardy, her husband, for leaving her 
without proper means of support. Mr Agg appeared for thi complainant, and Mr 
Thomson for the defendant. Complainant said she was married to the defendant at 
Bairnsdale. On the 1st January, 1890. After the marriage they lived at Bulcoback. 
In 1906 they took the Grand Coffe, Palace at Bairnsdale, and remained there about
twelve months. 
 That venture proved a failure, and her husband went to Deptford to prospect. 
 While there he did not con tribute to her support. Later she borrowed money and 
went to West Australia. 
 She returned from there to Melbourne and got employment with her sister. 
During the past five years she  had only received £a from her husband, and during
thelast three years her husband had not paid her anything. 
 There were no children of the marriage. Mr Thomson put in several letters that 
had passed between the parties. In one written in 1913, witness said she did not 
want to have any thing more  to do with her husband, and that the best thing he 
could do was to stop where he was (at Warburton). 
Defendant wanted his wife to go and live with him there, but she said she was 
going for a holiday. Complainant replied that her husband was nothing to her and 
no man at all for accepting £10 from his dying mother. 
 Mr Thomson (to witness): Don't you know that that money was left him by his 
mother's will ?--
 Witness: No. 
 Your husband said he did not know why you did not speak to him and in 
Bairnsdale you said he had a cheek to  speak to you in the street. 
 -I was supporting him in the coffee palace. But your husband put £100 into that 
business. Replying to further questions, witness said she had earned as much as £2
per week by working for herself, while her husband only earned £1 per week on his
account. That was all he was getting at Warburton.
 By Mr Agg: Her husband had money in the bank. She had received nothing from 
him for the past three and a half years.
 William Skinner, of Calulu, gave unimportant evidence. This was the case for the 
com plainant. Mr Thomson said the defendant had offered to provide a home for 
his wife, but she would not consent to go and live with him.  Defendant was a man
who was only getting £1 per week and his keep, and he thought it hard  if he had 
to maintain his wife separatey. She had declared that her husband was nothing to 
her.  William Hardy, the defendant, said he found £100 of the money with which to 
buy the coffee palace business.  That venture did not prove a success, and his wife 
went off to West Australia, paying her own passage money.
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 She was away for twelve months. When his wife was in West Australia he heard 
through her sister that she was ill  and he sent her £10. He was work ing at Calulu,
getting 36/- per week and paying 17/- for his keep. 
 He went to Warburton, to the Robertson's to work,and came back again to Calulu,
and again returned to Warburton.  He got some letters from his wife and replied 
to them. Altogether he had ,paid his wife £35 In different sums.
 The money his wife had accused him of taking from his dying mother was £10 
that had been left to him.
 About 13 months ago he went to see his wife. She had some photographs which he
wanted. He had asked her to come to live with him' on more than one occasion, 
but she refused. She came to Robertson's at Warburton, but did not have a talk 
with him. He did not wish his wife to  come and live with him now, as he 
contemplated taking other proceedings. 
 By Mr Agg: When he and his wife were first married they lived at his mother's 
place at Bulgoback. His wife had tea rooms at Paynesville before taking the coffee
palace at Bairnsdle. The money made there was put  into hie coffee palace. He 
had £200 in his bank at the present time. lHe was not willing to take his wife back
now. By Mr Thomson: : Previously he, would have taken his wife back if she had 
been willing. Mr Grey said the law was that if a man took upon himsn:Ilf the 
responsibilitics of marriage,  must support his wife. Even if a man left his wife, 
he mnust still support her adeouatly. But if she, stayed away from her husband. 
 refused, live with him, then it did not fit how that she was entitled to 
maintinence, In this case the partiess hld lived together first at  Bulgaback. 
Subsequently they went to live at Payvnesville, taking Miss Ives's tea 'rooms. and 
then came to Bairnsdale to the coffce palace, 
 In 1901 the wife went off to West Australia, and from there corresponded with 
her husband. When she came back to Vicoria she did not attempt  to find her 
husband. In 1913 she received a letter from her husband and in replying she told 
him that she did not want to see, him or have anything  to do with him. Since then
she had made no effort to end that state of affairs. Therefore, the case must 
be dismissed. Mr Thomson said he would not ask for costs.”

Corrections and clarifications to   peter.ward12@bigpond.com  
  DRAFT ONLY          NOT FOR PUBLICATION Peter Ward 2/07/2014
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