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Questions: 

(1) Briefly define semantic roles! (4) 

Answer:  
A sematic is the role underlying relationship that a participant has with the main in a 

clause. Sematic role is the actual role a participant play in some real or imagined 

situation, apart from the linguistics encoding of those situations. Sematic roles are used to 

indicate the role played by each entity in a sentences and are raging from very specific to 

very general. 

 

Example: “The boy kicked the ball”, then the verb describe an action (kick). The noun 

phrases in the sentences describe the role of entities, such as people and things, involves 

in the action. We can identify a small number of sematic roles (also called ‘thematic 

roles’) for these noun phrases.  

 

While most modern linguistics theories make reference to such relationship in one form 

or another, the general terms, as well as the terms for specific relations, varies:  

“participant role”, “Sematic role”, and “deep case”have also been employed with similar 

sense. 
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Question (2) 
 Define the following linguistic terms each with one example: (4*4=16) 

Term Definition Example 

Agent Someone or something that makes 

something happen is known as 

Agent. An agent is a person or 

group of people that represent 

another person or that take action 

for the other people. 

A bee taking pollen from flower to 

flower is an example of the agent of 

the bee being an agent of pollen. 

Theme In linguistics, the theme of a 

sentence is what is being talked 

about, and the comment (rheme or 

focus) is what is being said about 

the topic… Topic, which is defined 

by pragmatic consideration, is a 

distinct concept from the 

grammatical subject, which is 

defined by syntax. 

The boy kicked the ball. In this 

example the boy is am agent and the 

boy is theme.  

Instrument The sematic role of an inanimate 

thing that an agent uses of 

implement an event is known as 

instrument. It is the stimulus or 

immediate physical cause of an 

event. Discussion: Instrument 

words are usually nouns occurring 

in the noun phrase of clause: 

someone cut the bread with knife. 

The boy cut the rope with an old 

razor. In this example boy is an 

agent and razor is an instrument. 

Goal A goal is an idea of the future or 

desired result that a person or a 

group of people envision, plan, and 

commit to achieve. 

I want to become known as an 

expert in business strategy. I will 

commit to my career development 

and learnt how to increase sales. I 

want to be more confident. 
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