
For the Twenty-ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time, through the parable of the persistent widow wearing down the unjust judge, 
Jesus urges us to have faith. “Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will he 
be slow to answer them?”

Monday is the Memorial of St. Ignatius of Antioch. Tuesday is the Feast of Saint Luke, evangelist, with its own special readings. 
Wednesday we remember Saint John de Brébeuf and Saint Isaac Jogues, priests and martyrs, and their companions.

Paul's Letter to the Ephesians speaks about God's mercy and grace, calling us “members of the household of God” and saying 
that as a community we “are being built together into a dwelling place” of the Spirit. Paul, who was probably a prisoner at the 
time he wrote this letter, urges us to live “in a manner worthy of the call you have received” and calling us to patience and 
humility.

This week in Luke's Gospel we hear Jesus giving us his challenging message: be prepared for the coming of the Kingdom, be 
unencumbered enough to follow Jesus freely. He says, "“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s 
life does not consist of possessions.” Our faith and calling as Christians means we are called to go beyond what our world and 
culture requires: “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person 
entrusted with more.” Jesus envisions his mission on earth as a purifying fire, “and how I wish it were already blazing!” He tells 
us, “If you are to go with your opponent before a magistrate, make an effort to settle the matter on the way.” The weekday 
gospels end with the parable of the gardener who saves the barren fig tree from being cut down, saying to his owner “Sir, leave 
it for this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut it 
down.”

On the Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time we have Jesus' dramatic story of the Pharisee and the tax collector standing in the 
temple, the Pharisee relieved that “I am not like the rest of humanity” and the tax collector with eyes down, begging for mercy. 
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Daily Prayer This Week

As Jesus continues to head toward Jerusalem in this week’s readings, it can be easy to pray, if we can focus. For simple thoughts 
and feelings to make their way into the background of our reflections this week we have to make a conscious choice to do it. 
Once we choose to let ourselves be reflective in this way, we can let this week’s readings into our consciousness.

It becomes real when I realize that I am on the road with Jesus to Jerusalem in my life. I can sense the resistance in me to face 
all that it means. I resist the call to greatness that Jesus offers – to be a servant for others. Greed can take a serious role in my life 
– unconscious, of course, but once I experience how many things I “want,” I’ll sense the role of greed within me.

I see the potential for my fruitfully connecting with my Lord throughout this busy week when I hear the call to be “vigilant” and 
to be aware of the “signs” of times today. Some days we can begin our days like getting on a treadmill and going all day. If I’m 
only attentive to what is immediately in front of me, I start to lose perspective. With reflection, I can see the “big picture” again 
and why I’m here and for whom I am responsible. Sometimes I’ll have the courage not to be a “peace at all costs” person, but 
will actually take steps, say things, come together with others to “set the earth on fire.”

Finally, perhaps this week I can simply get back in touch with being “called” and respond in a dozen simple ways, to thank the 
Lord for calling me and asking for the grace to be faithful.

We can prepare for Sunday later this week by begging our Lord to heal our blindness – our blindness to who we are and to the 
needs of those around us – and to follow him on the road to Jerusalem.

Dear Lord, sometimes I can be so dense. Thanks so much for getting through to me now and again. When I “get it,” it seems that I 
want to be your disciple with every ounce of being within me. I really get the “fire” image you use. At other times, all I see is my needs 
and the ways I seem to be unfulfilled or falling short in some way. Release me from myself, that I might be free to give myself to my 
brothers and sisters who need my love and care. Then, I’ll follow you into the toughest of situations with courage and hope.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm

VIDEO MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS "MUJER EXCEPTIONAL",
OR EXCEPTIONAL WOMAN, DEDICATED TO THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE PROCLAMATION OF ST. 
TERESA OF ÁVILA AS A DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

[St Teresa of Ávila Catholic University, 12-15 April 2021]

I greet the participants in the university congress that is commemorating the 50th anniversary of the proclamation of Saint Teresa 
of Jesus as Doctor of the Church.

The expression “exceptional woman”, which gives the title to your meeting, was used by Saint Paul VI.[1] We are before a person 
who stood out in many dimensions. However, it should not be forgotten that her recognized relevance in these dimensions is nothing 
more than the consequence of what was important to her: her encounter with the Lord, her “determined determination”, as she said, 
to persevere in union with him through prayer,[2] her firm intention to carry out the mission that had been entrusted to her by the 
Lord, to whom she offered herself with simplicity saying, in that simple, and one might even call it ‘rustic’ language: “I am yours, 
for You I was born, / What do you want of me?”.[3] Teresa of Jesus is exceptional, first of all, because she is holy. Her docility to 
the Spirit united her to Christ and she remained “all afire with the love of God”.[4] She expressed her experience with beautiful 
words, saying: “Already I gave myself completely,/ and have changed in such a way,/ That my Beloved is for me,/ and I am for my 
Beloved.”.[5] Jesus had taught that “out of the abundance of the heart, his mouth speaks” (Lk 6:45). The audacity, creativity and 
excellence of Saint Teresa as a reformer are the fruit of the inner presence of the Lord.

We say that we are not experiencing “an epoch of changes, but an epochal change”.[6] And in this sense, our times share many 
similarities with those of the 16th century in which the Saint lived. As then, today too Christians are called to ensure that, through 
us, the power of the Holy Spirit may continue to renew the face of the ground (cf. Ps 104:30 ), in the certainty that after all, it is 
saints who allow the world to advance and approach its ultimate goal.

It is good to remember the universal call to holiness of which the Second Vatican Council spoke (cf. LG, 39-42). “that all the 
faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity; by this 
holiness as such a more human manner of living is promoted in this earthly society. In order that the faithful may reach this 
perfection, they must use their strength accordingly as they have received it, as a gift from Christ.... They must devote themselves 
with all their being to the glory of God and the service of their neighbor”. Thus says number 40 of Lumen Gentium. Holiness is 
not only for some “specialists of the divine”, but rather it is the vocation of all believers. It is through Baptism that we receive 
the union with Christ, which mystics like Saint Teresa experience in a special way by pure grace. The saints stimulate and 
motivate us, but they are not there for us to literally try to copy them. Holiness is not copied, “for that could even lead us astray 
from the one specific path that the Lord has in mind for us. The important thing is that each believer discern his or her own 
path”,[7] each of us has his or her own journey of holiness, of encounter with the Lord.

In fact, Saint Teresa herself warned her nuns that prayer is not to experience extraordinary things, but to unite ourselves to Christ. 
And the works of charity are the sign that this union is real. “This is the reason for prayer, my daughters, the purpose of the 
spiritual marriage: the birth always of good works”[8], she said in The Interior Castle. And before that in the same book, she had 
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I tell you, he will see to it that justice 
is done for them speedily. But when 
the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?
Luke 18:1-18

warned: “When I see people very anxious to know what sort of prayer they practise, covering their faces and afraid to move or 
think lest they should lose any slight tenderness and devotion they feel, I know how little they understand how to attain union 
with God since they think it consists in such things as these. No, sisters, no; our Lord expects works from us. If you see a sick 
sister whom you can relieve, never fear losing your devotion; have compassion…. This is the true union of our will with the will 
of God”.[9] In The Interior Castle, she also said this: in short, “a person’s perfection is measured not by the information or 
knowledge they possess, but by the depth of their charity”,[10] and other similar things.

Saint Teresa teaches us that the path that made her an exceptional woman and a person of reference throughout the centuries, the 
path of prayer, is open to all those who humbly open themselves to the action of the Spirit in their lives, and that the sign that we 
are advancing on this path is to be ever more humble, more attentive to the needs of our brothers and sisters, better children of the 
holy People of God. Such a path is not open to those who consider themselves to be pure and perfect, the Cathars of all the 
centuries, but to those who, aware of their sins, discover the beauty of the mercy of God who welcomes and redeems everyone, 
and invites everyone to friendship. It is interesting that the consciousness of one’s own condition as a sinner is what opens the 
door to the path of holiness. Saint Teresa, who considered herself very “weak and wretched” — this is how she described herself 
— recognized that God’s goodness “is greater than all the evil we can do”, and he “remembers not our ingratitude”... Remember 
his words and “see what he has done for me”, she said, “who first wearied of offending” him before he “ceased forgiving me”. 
We are first to weary of offending God, of walking in strange ways, rather than God of forgiving us. He never grows tired of 
forgiving. We get tired of asking for forgiveness, and therein lies the danger. The Lord is “never weary of giving and never can 
[his] mercies be exhausted. Let us not tire of receiving”,[11] opening our hearts with humility. One of her favourite passages of 
Scripture was the first verse of Psalm 89, which in a sense, she made her motto for life: “I will sing forever the mercies of the 
Lord”. That “mercy” of God.

Prayer made Saint Teresa an exceptional woman, a creative and innovative woman. Starting from prayer, she discovered the ideal of 
fraternity that she wanted to make a reality in the convents she founded: “all must be friends with each other, love each other, be fond 
of each other and help each other”.[12] And when I see ‘quarrels’ in a convent, inside a convent, or ‘quarrels’ between convents, ‘I 
am from here’, ‘I am from there’, ‘I interpret this way’, ‘I accept this from the Church, I do not accept this’… the poor nuns have 
forgotten their Foundress, what she taught them. In prayer she felt treated as a bride and friend of the risen Christ. Through prayer 
she opened herself to hope. And I want to finish this greeting with this thought. Like Teresa, Doctor of the Church, we are 
experiencing a difficult time, one that is not easy at all, that requires God’s faithful friends, strong friends.[13] The great temptation 
is to give in to disappointment, resignation, the foreboding and unfounded omen that everything will go wrong. That infertile 
pessimism, this pessimism of people who are incapable of giving life. Some people, frightened by these thoughts, tend to shut 
themselves off, to take refuge in little things. I remember the example of a convent, in which all the nuns had sought refuge in little 
things. The convent was called Saint ... I will not say who, and was in a city, but they called it the “Convent trifle, trifle, trifle”, 
because they were all locked up in trifling matters, as a refuge, in selfish projects that do not build community, but rather destroy it. 
Instead, prayer opens us, it allows us to appreciate that God is great, that he is beyond the horizon, that God is good, that he loves us 
and that history is not getting out of hand. We may be walking “through the valley of the shadow of death” (Ps 23:4); do not be afraid 
if the Lord is with you. He never stops walking by our side and leading us to the goal that we all long for: eternal life. We can have 
the courage to do great things, because we know that we are favoured by God.[14] And with him, we are capable of facing any 
challenge, because in reality his company alone is what our hearts desire and what gives us the fullness and joy from which we were 
created. The Saint summarized this in a well-known prayer which I invite you to pray frequently:

Let nothing disturb you,
let nothing frighten you,
all things pass away
God never changes;
patience obtains all things,
whoever has God lacks nothing.
God alone suffices!

May Jesus bless you, and the Virgin and Saint Joseph accompany you. And please do not forget to pray for me. Thank you.

[1] Homily on the Proclamation of Saint Teresa of Jesus as Doctor of the Church, 27 September 1970.
[2] Cf. Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Way of Perfection.
[3] Saint Teresa of Jesus, “I am Yours and born for You”, The Complete Poetry of St. Teresa of Avila.
[4] Cf. The Book of my Life.
[5] Saint Teresa of Jesus, “I am Yours and born for You”, The Complete Poetry of St. Teresa of Avila.
[6] Cf. Address to the Roman Curia on the occasion of the Christmas greetings, 21 December 2019.
[7] Cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 11.
[8] The Interior Castle, VII, 4.6.
[9] The Interior Castle, V, 3,11.
[10] Gaudete et Exsultate, 37.
[11] Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Book of my Life, Chapter 19, n. 15.
[12] Saint Teresa of Jesus, Path of Perfection, Chap. 4 n. 7.
[13] Cf. Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Book of my Life, Chapter 15, n. 5.
[14] Cf. The Book of my Life, Chapter 10.3: “Without God nothing can be done — cannot, in my opinion, be purchased with all 
the labours of the world, because of the great gain it brings us. And what greater gain can we have than some testimony of our 
having pleased God?”.

Source:https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210415_videomess
aggio- mujer-excepcional.html
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As Jesus continues to head toward Jerusalem in this week’s readings, it can be easy to pray, if we can focus. For simple thoughts 
and feelings to make their way into the background of our reflections this week we have to make a conscious choice to do it. 
Once we choose to let ourselves be reflective in this way, we can let this week’s readings into our consciousness.

It becomes real when I realize that I am on the road with Jesus to Jerusalem in my life. I can sense the resistance in me to face 
all that it means. I resist the call to greatness that Jesus offers – to be a servant for others. Greed can take a serious role in my life 
– unconscious, of course, but once I experience how many things I “want,” I’ll sense the role of greed within me.

I see the potential for my fruitfully connecting with my Lord throughout this busy week when I hear the call to be “vigilant” and 
to be aware of the “signs” of times today. Some days we can begin our days like getting on a treadmill and going all day. If I’m 
only attentive to what is immediately in front of me, I start to lose perspective. With reflection, I can see the “big picture” again 
and why I’m here and for whom I am responsible. Sometimes I’ll have the courage not to be a “peace at all costs” person, but 
will actually take steps, say things, come together with others to “set the earth on fire.”

Finally, perhaps this week I can simply get back in touch with being “called” and respond in a dozen simple ways, to thank the 
Lord for calling me and asking for the grace to be faithful.

We can prepare for Sunday later this week by begging our Lord to heal our blindness – our blindness to who we are and to the 
needs of those around us – and to follow him on the road to Jerusalem.

Dear Lord, sometimes I can be so dense. Thanks so much for getting through to me now and again. When I “get it,” it seems that I 
want to be your disciple with every ounce of being within me. I really get the “fire” image you use. At other times, all I see is my needs 
and the ways I seem to be unfulfilled or falling short in some way. Release me from myself, that I might be free to give myself to my 
brothers and sisters who need my love and care. Then, I’ll follow you into the toughest of situations with courage and hope.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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The expression “exceptional woman”, which gives the title to your meeting, was used by Saint Paul VI.[1] We are before a person 
who stood out in many dimensions. However, it should not be forgotten that her recognized relevance in these dimensions is nothing 
more than the consequence of what was important to her: her encounter with the Lord, her “determined determination”, as she said, 
to persevere in union with him through prayer,[2] her firm intention to carry out the mission that had been entrusted to her by the 
Lord, to whom she offered herself with simplicity saying, in that simple, and one might even call it ‘rustic’ language: “I am yours, 
for You I was born, / What do you want of me?”.[3] Teresa of Jesus is exceptional, first of all, because she is holy. Her docility to 
the Spirit united her to Christ and she remained “all afire with the love of God”.[4] She expressed her experience with beautiful 
words, saying: “Already I gave myself completely,/ and have changed in such a way,/ That my Beloved is for me,/ and I am for my 
Beloved.”.[5] Jesus had taught that “out of the abundance of the heart, his mouth speaks” (Lk 6:45). The audacity, creativity and 
excellence of Saint Teresa as a reformer are the fruit of the inner presence of the Lord.

We say that we are not experiencing “an epoch of changes, but an epochal change”.[6] And in this sense, our times share many 
similarities with those of the 16th century in which the Saint lived. As then, today too Christians are called to ensure that, through 
us, the power of the Holy Spirit may continue to renew the face of the ground (cf. Ps 104:30 ), in the certainty that after all, it is 
saints who allow the world to advance and approach its ultimate goal.

It is good to remember the universal call to holiness of which the Second Vatican Council spoke (cf. LG, 39-42). “that all the 
faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity; by this 
holiness as such a more human manner of living is promoted in this earthly society. In order that the faithful may reach this 
perfection, they must use their strength accordingly as they have received it, as a gift from Christ.... They must devote themselves 
with all their being to the glory of God and the service of their neighbor”. Thus says number 40 of Lumen Gentium. Holiness is 
not only for some “specialists of the divine”, but rather it is the vocation of all believers. It is through Baptism that we receive 
the union with Christ, which mystics like Saint Teresa experience in a special way by pure grace. The saints stimulate and 
motivate us, but they are not there for us to literally try to copy them. Holiness is not copied, “for that could even lead us astray 
from the one specific path that the Lord has in mind for us. The important thing is that each believer discern his or her own 
path”,[7] each of us has his or her own journey of holiness, of encounter with the Lord.

In fact, Saint Teresa herself warned her nuns that prayer is not to experience extraordinary things, but to unite ourselves to Christ. 
And the works of charity are the sign that this union is real. “This is the reason for prayer, my daughters, the purpose of the 
spiritual marriage: the birth always of good works”[8], she said in The Interior Castle. And before that in the same book, she had 

warned: “When I see people very anxious to know what sort of prayer they practise, covering their faces and afraid to move or 
think lest they should lose any slight tenderness and devotion they feel, I know how little they understand how to attain union 
with God since they think it consists in such things as these. No, sisters, no; our Lord expects works from us. If you see a sick 
sister whom you can relieve, never fear losing your devotion; have compassion…. This is the true union of our will with the will 
of God”.[9] In The Interior Castle, she also said this: in short, “a person’s perfection is measured not by the information or 
knowledge they possess, but by the depth of their charity”,[10] and other similar things.

Saint Teresa teaches us that the path that made her an exceptional woman and a person of reference throughout the centuries, the 
path of prayer, is open to all those who humbly open themselves to the action of the Spirit in their lives, and that the sign that we 
are advancing on this path is to be ever more humble, more attentive to the needs of our brothers and sisters, better children of the 
holy People of God. Such a path is not open to those who consider themselves to be pure and perfect, the Cathars of all the 
centuries, but to those who, aware of their sins, discover the beauty of the mercy of God who welcomes and redeems everyone, 
and invites everyone to friendship. It is interesting that the consciousness of one’s own condition as a sinner is what opens the 
door to the path of holiness. Saint Teresa, who considered herself very “weak and wretched” — this is how she described herself 
— recognized that God’s goodness “is greater than all the evil we can do”, and he “remembers not our ingratitude”... Remember 
his words and “see what he has done for me”, she said, “who first wearied of offending” him before he “ceased forgiving me”. 
We are first to weary of offending God, of walking in strange ways, rather than God of forgiving us. He never grows tired of 
forgiving. We get tired of asking for forgiveness, and therein lies the danger. The Lord is “never weary of giving and never can 
[his] mercies be exhausted. Let us not tire of receiving”,[11] opening our hearts with humility. One of her favourite passages of 
Scripture was the first verse of Psalm 89, which in a sense, she made her motto for life: “I will sing forever the mercies of the 
Lord”. That “mercy” of God.

Prayer made Saint Teresa an exceptional woman, a creative and innovative woman. Starting from prayer, she discovered the ideal of 
fraternity that she wanted to make a reality in the convents she founded: “all must be friends with each other, love each other, be fond 
of each other and help each other”.[12] And when I see ‘quarrels’ in a convent, inside a convent, or ‘quarrels’ between convents, ‘I 
am from here’, ‘I am from there’, ‘I interpret this way’, ‘I accept this from the Church, I do not accept this’… the poor nuns have 
forgotten their Foundress, what she taught them. In prayer she felt treated as a bride and friend of the risen Christ. Through prayer 
she opened herself to hope. And I want to finish this greeting with this thought. Like Teresa, Doctor of the Church, we are 
experiencing a difficult time, one that is not easy at all, that requires God’s faithful friends, strong friends.[13] The great temptation 
is to give in to disappointment, resignation, the foreboding and unfounded omen that everything will go wrong. That infertile 
pessimism, this pessimism of people who are incapable of giving life. Some people, frightened by these thoughts, tend to shut 
themselves off, to take refuge in little things. I remember the example of a convent, in which all the nuns had sought refuge in little 
things. The convent was called Saint ... I will not say who, and was in a city, but they called it the “Convent trifle, trifle, trifle”, 
because they were all locked up in trifling matters, as a refuge, in selfish projects that do not build community, but rather destroy it. 
Instead, prayer opens us, it allows us to appreciate that God is great, that he is beyond the horizon, that God is good, that he loves us 
and that history is not getting out of hand. We may be walking “through the valley of the shadow of death” (Ps 23:4); do not be afraid 
if the Lord is with you. He never stops walking by our side and leading us to the goal that we all long for: eternal life. We can have 
the courage to do great things, because we know that we are favoured by God.[14] And with him, we are capable of facing any 
challenge, because in reality his company alone is what our hearts desire and what gives us the fullness and joy from which we were 
created. The Saint summarized this in a well-known prayer which I invite you to pray frequently:

Let nothing disturb you,
let nothing frighten you,
all things pass away
God never changes;
patience obtains all things,
whoever has God lacks nothing.
God alone suffices!

May Jesus bless you, and the Virgin and Saint Joseph accompany you. And please do not forget to pray for me. Thank you.

[1] Homily on the Proclamation of Saint Teresa of Jesus as Doctor of the Church, 27 September 1970.
[2] Cf. Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Way of Perfection.
[3] Saint Teresa of Jesus, “I am Yours and born for You”, The Complete Poetry of St. Teresa of Avila.
[4] Cf. The Book of my Life.
[5] Saint Teresa of Jesus, “I am Yours and born for You”, The Complete Poetry of St. Teresa of Avila.
[6] Cf. Address to the Roman Curia on the occasion of the Christmas greetings, 21 December 2019.
[7] Cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 11.
[8] The Interior Castle, VII, 4.6.
[9] The Interior Castle, V, 3,11.
[10] Gaudete et Exsultate, 37.
[11] Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Book of my Life, Chapter 19, n. 15.
[12] Saint Teresa of Jesus, Path of Perfection, Chap. 4 n. 7.
[13] Cf. Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Book of my Life, Chapter 15, n. 5.
[14] Cf. The Book of my Life, Chapter 10.3: “Without God nothing can be done — cannot, in my opinion, be purchased with all 
the labours of the world, because of the great gain it brings us. And what greater gain can we have than some testimony of our 
having pleased God?”.

Source:https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210415_videomess
aggio- mujer-excepcional.html
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Dear Lord, sometimes I can be so dense. Thanks so much for getting through to me now and again. When I “get it,” it seems that I 
want to be your disciple with every ounce of being within me. I really get the “fire” image you use. At other times, all I see is my needs 
and the ways I seem to be unfulfilled or falling short in some way. Release me from myself, that I might be free to give myself to my 
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the Spirit united her to Christ and she remained “all afire with the love of God”.[4] She expressed her experience with beautiful 
words, saying: “Already I gave myself completely,/ and have changed in such a way,/ That my Beloved is for me,/ and I am for my 
Beloved.”.[5] Jesus had taught that “out of the abundance of the heart, his mouth speaks” (Lk 6:45). The audacity, creativity and 
excellence of Saint Teresa as a reformer are the fruit of the inner presence of the Lord.

We say that we are not experiencing “an epoch of changes, but an epochal change”.[6] And in this sense, our times share many 
similarities with those of the 16th century in which the Saint lived. As then, today too Christians are called to ensure that, through 
us, the power of the Holy Spirit may continue to renew the face of the ground (cf. Ps 104:30 ), in the certainty that after all, it is 
saints who allow the world to advance and approach its ultimate goal.

It is good to remember the universal call to holiness of which the Second Vatican Council spoke (cf. LG, 39-42). “that all the 
faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of charity; by this 
holiness as such a more human manner of living is promoted in this earthly society. In order that the faithful may reach this 
perfection, they must use their strength accordingly as they have received it, as a gift from Christ.... They must devote themselves 
with all their being to the glory of God and the service of their neighbor”. Thus says number 40 of Lumen Gentium. Holiness is 
not only for some “specialists of the divine”, but rather it is the vocation of all believers. It is through Baptism that we receive 
the union with Christ, which mystics like Saint Teresa experience in a special way by pure grace. The saints stimulate and 
motivate us, but they are not there for us to literally try to copy them. Holiness is not copied, “for that could even lead us astray 
from the one specific path that the Lord has in mind for us. The important thing is that each believer discern his or her own 
path”,[7] each of us has his or her own journey of holiness, of encounter with the Lord.

In fact, Saint Teresa herself warned her nuns that prayer is not to experience extraordinary things, but to unite ourselves to Christ. 
And the works of charity are the sign that this union is real. “This is the reason for prayer, my daughters, the purpose of the 
spiritual marriage: the birth always of good works”[8], she said in The Interior Castle. And before that in the same book, she had 

warned: “When I see people very anxious to know what sort of prayer they practise, covering their faces and afraid to move or 
think lest they should lose any slight tenderness and devotion they feel, I know how little they understand how to attain union 
with God since they think it consists in such things as these. No, sisters, no; our Lord expects works from us. If you see a sick 
sister whom you can relieve, never fear losing your devotion; have compassion…. This is the true union of our will with the will 
of God”.[9] In The Interior Castle, she also said this: in short, “a person’s perfection is measured not by the information or 
knowledge they possess, but by the depth of their charity”,[10] and other similar things.

Saint Teresa teaches us that the path that made her an exceptional woman and a person of reference throughout the centuries, the 
path of prayer, is open to all those who humbly open themselves to the action of the Spirit in their lives, and that the sign that we 
are advancing on this path is to be ever more humble, more attentive to the needs of our brothers and sisters, better children of the 
holy People of God. Such a path is not open to those who consider themselves to be pure and perfect, the Cathars of all the 
centuries, but to those who, aware of their sins, discover the beauty of the mercy of God who welcomes and redeems everyone, 
and invites everyone to friendship. It is interesting that the consciousness of one’s own condition as a sinner is what opens the 
door to the path of holiness. Saint Teresa, who considered herself very “weak and wretched” — this is how she described herself 
— recognized that God’s goodness “is greater than all the evil we can do”, and he “remembers not our ingratitude”... Remember 
his words and “see what he has done for me”, she said, “who first wearied of offending” him before he “ceased forgiving me”. 
We are first to weary of offending God, of walking in strange ways, rather than God of forgiving us. He never grows tired of 
forgiving. We get tired of asking for forgiveness, and therein lies the danger. The Lord is “never weary of giving and never can 
[his] mercies be exhausted. Let us not tire of receiving”,[11] opening our hearts with humility. One of her favourite passages of 
Scripture was the first verse of Psalm 89, which in a sense, she made her motto for life: “I will sing forever the mercies of the 
Lord”. That “mercy” of God.

Prayer made Saint Teresa an exceptional woman, a creative and innovative woman. Starting from prayer, she discovered the ideal of 
fraternity that she wanted to make a reality in the convents she founded: “all must be friends with each other, love each other, be fond 
of each other and help each other”.[12] And when I see ‘quarrels’ in a convent, inside a convent, or ‘quarrels’ between convents, ‘I 
am from here’, ‘I am from there’, ‘I interpret this way’, ‘I accept this from the Church, I do not accept this’… the poor nuns have 
forgotten their Foundress, what she taught them. In prayer she felt treated as a bride and friend of the risen Christ. Through prayer 
she opened herself to hope. And I want to finish this greeting with this thought. Like Teresa, Doctor of the Church, we are 
experiencing a difficult time, one that is not easy at all, that requires God’s faithful friends, strong friends.[13] The great temptation 
is to give in to disappointment, resignation, the foreboding and unfounded omen that everything will go wrong. That infertile 
pessimism, this pessimism of people who are incapable of giving life. Some people, frightened by these thoughts, tend to shut 
themselves off, to take refuge in little things. I remember the example of a convent, in which all the nuns had sought refuge in little 
things. The convent was called Saint ... I will not say who, and was in a city, but they called it the “Convent trifle, trifle, trifle”, 
because they were all locked up in trifling matters, as a refuge, in selfish projects that do not build community, but rather destroy it. 
Instead, prayer opens us, it allows us to appreciate that God is great, that he is beyond the horizon, that God is good, that he loves us 
and that history is not getting out of hand. We may be walking “through the valley of the shadow of death” (Ps 23:4); do not be afraid 
if the Lord is with you. He never stops walking by our side and leading us to the goal that we all long for: eternal life. We can have 
the courage to do great things, because we know that we are favoured by God.[14] And with him, we are capable of facing any 
challenge, because in reality his company alone is what our hearts desire and what gives us the fullness and joy from which we were 
created. The Saint summarized this in a well-known prayer which I invite you to pray frequently:

Let nothing disturb you,
let nothing frighten you,
all things pass away
God never changes;
patience obtains all things,
whoever has God lacks nothing.
God alone suffices!

May Jesus bless you, and the Virgin and Saint Joseph accompany you. And please do not forget to pray for me. Thank you.

[1] Homily on the Proclamation of Saint Teresa of Jesus as Doctor of the Church, 27 September 1970.
[2] Cf. Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Way of Perfection.
[3] Saint Teresa of Jesus, “I am Yours and born for You”, The Complete Poetry of St. Teresa of Avila.
[4] Cf. The Book of my Life.
[5] Saint Teresa of Jesus, “I am Yours and born for You”, The Complete Poetry of St. Teresa of Avila.
[6] Cf. Address to the Roman Curia on the occasion of the Christmas greetings, 21 December 2019.
[7] Cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 11.
[8] The Interior Castle, VII, 4.6.
[9] The Interior Castle, V, 3,11.
[10] Gaudete et Exsultate, 37.
[11] Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Book of my Life, Chapter 19, n. 15.
[12] Saint Teresa of Jesus, Path of Perfection, Chap. 4 n. 7.
[13] Cf. Saint Teresa of Jesus, The Book of my Life, Chapter 15, n. 5.
[14] Cf. The Book of my Life, Chapter 10.3: “Without God nothing can be done — cannot, in my opinion, be purchased with all 
the labours of the world, because of the great gain it brings us. And what greater gain can we have than some testimony of our 
having pleased God?”.

Source:https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210415_videomess
aggio- mujer-excepcional.html





Church of Saints Peter and Paul   圣伯多禄圣保禄堂

Book of Remembrance for the Faithful Departed 
已亡信友纪念册

Dear Friends,
Do feel free to write down your prayer intentions for the faithful departed. We will pray for 
these intentions at all masses in the month of November. We also welcome your love 
o�erings. Proceeds will go to the Parish Maintenance Fund. God bless.

亲爱的兄弟姐妹，
本堂欢迎你们在这已亡信友纪念册写下你们的意向。请在这个纪念册上填上亡者的姓名。
本堂将会在所有十一月份的弥撒中为这些亡者祈祷。我们也欢迎你门的爱心捐献。所
得款项将拨入本堂的维修基金。天主保佑。

Love Offering
爱心捐献

Method 1

Method 2

Method 3
Drop your love offering into the 
money box placed in front of Infant 
Jesus shrine.

via PayNow (online transfer) 
Parish UEN : T08CC4023DP2A 
Entity Name : The Titular Roman Catholic   
   Archbishop of Singapore
For PayNow Reference, 
please state "Prayers for Souls".

Via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make cheque payable 
to "Church of Saints Peter and Paul"
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 
188551 at the back of the cheque, please state 
"Prayers for Souls" as reference.
Please DO NOT mail cash.





Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these at 
only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when
the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 





 

 
To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


