
Examples of Democratic debate-related articles on leftist turn 
 
Survey experiment treatment 
 
Primary debates showcase leftward turn of Democratic Party 
 
The first few debates of the Democratic primary season have illustrated how far to the left the party has 
moved.  
 
Many candidates supported decriminalizing illegal border crossing and expanding undocumented 
immigrants’ access to government services.  
 
Others called for replacing a private health insurance with a government-run health system, and 
establishing free public college for all children from working-class families. 
 
New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/29/us/politics/democratic-debates-immigration.html 
 
Democrats Veer Left on Immigration at Debates, Pleasing Base (and Trump) 
 
For an issue as thorny and vexing as immigration policy, a question during the Democratic debate on 
Thursday was remarkably clear. 
 
“Raise your hand if you think it should be a civil offense rather than a crime to cross the border without 
documentation?” José Díaz-Balart, one of the moderators, asked. 
 
Eight candidates raised their hands, some more eagerly than others. Former Vice President Joseph R. 
Biden Jr. raised a finger. 
 
When pressed by Mr. Díaz-Balart about whether he would deport undocumented immigrants without a 
criminal record, Mr. Biden did little to clarify his specific stance, instead defending the Obama 
administration’s policies that deported roughly three million undocumented immigrants. 
 
He praised former President Barack Obama’s record on immigration and said: “To compare him to what 
this guy is doing is absolutely, I find close to immoral.” He added: “We should fundamentally change the 
way we deal with things.” 
 
That even Mr. Biden endorsed changing the law showed just how much Democrats’ stances on 
immigration have changed since “this guy” — that would be President Trump — took office. And nearly 
all of the Democratic hopefuls in this past week’s debates offered a sharp example of how the Trump 
administration’s immigration policies have pushed Democrats to the left, embracing ideas that would 
have been seen as unthinkable before the Trump presidency. 
 
The debates, in which there was almost unanimous embraces by the top-polling candidates for 
decriminalizing illegal border crossings and for offering undocumented immigrants health insurance, 



excited many in the Democratic base. But the debates also raised questions about whether the 
Democratic candidates were entering terrain that would be perilous in a general election. 
 
Washington Post 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/democratic-candidates-veer-left-leaving-behind-
successful-midterm-strategy/2019/06/30/e04f1464-9a6d-11e9-830a-
21b9b36b64ad_story.html 
 
Democratic candidates veer left, leaving behind successful midterm strategy 
 
A defining moment in the first set of Democratic debates came when one of the candidates barely 
registering in early polls, Julián Castro, launched a blistering attack on fellow Texan Beto O’Rourke for 
not supporting his plan to end criminal penalties for undocumented immigrants crossing the southern 
border. 
 
By the next night, the question in the Democratic Party was all but settled. Of the 10 candidates onstage 
Thursday, nine raised their hands to say they backed Castro’s plan. All 10 said they would back federal 
health subsidies for undocumented immigrants, an idea President Barack Obama rejected a decade 
earlier. 
 
The New Yorker 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/what-the-democrats-turn-leftward-means-for-the-
partys-chances-in-2020 
 
What the Democrats’ Turn Leftward Means for the Party’s Chances in 2020 
 
Last week, twenty Democratic candidates for President debated in the course of two nights in Miami. 
Kamala Harris and Elizabeth Warren appeared to bolster their campaigns, with Harris, in particular, 
making headlines for her criticism of Joe Biden’s past opposition to school busing. Later in the week, 
Harris explicitly announced that she supports a return of school busing to ease segregation in education. 
This followed all of the candidates at Thursday’s debate coming out in favor of government-funded 
health care for undocumented immigrants, Elizabeth Warren supporting the decriminalization of border 
crossings, and Harris initially seconding calls from Warren and Bernie Sanders for the abolition of private 
health insurance. (Harris claimed that she misunderstood the question; earlier this year, she appeared 
to take several different positions on the issue.) Joe Biden’s unsteady performance, meanwhile, 
weakened the candidacy of the Party’s highest-profile moderate. 
 
With President Trump and his team delighted by the Democrats’ leftward turn, a central question 
emerges: Will running on a more explicitly progressive platform energize the Democratic base, or will it 
cost the Party the 2020 election? 
 
Los Angeles Times 
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-2020-democratic-debate-miami-analysis-
20190626-story.html 
 



This is not your father’s Democratic Party: Debate shows how leftward it has moved 
 
Reporting from Washington —  The Democratic Party opened its 2020 presidential debates with a 
remarkably policy-focused exchange that illustrated how consistently to the left they have moved. For 
the night, at least, this was Elizabeth Warren’s party. 
 
The Democratic senator from Massachusetts, who entered the debate with momentum behind her 
campaign, set the tone and dominated the early part of the debate, which focused on economic policy. 
 
“When you’ve got a government, when you’ve got an economy that does great for those with money 
and isn’t doing great for everyone else, that is corruption, pure and simple,” she said. “We need to make 
structural change in our government, in our economy and in our country.” 
 
Even those of her rivals who don’t fully share that assessment declined chances to put themselves at 
odds with Warren. Instead, they sang from the same hymnal of left-wing economic populism declaring 
the need for broad reforms of the political and economic system. 
 
“It is time we have an economy that works for everybody,” said Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey, after 
minimizing his differences with Warren’s plan to break up big tech companies. 
 
The shift in the party goes beyond economics. As the debate made clear, it includes gun control, 
abortion, climate change and immigration, among other issues. On each of those, candidates took 
positions to the left of those embraced by either of the last two Democratic presidents, Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama, who was barely mentioned by any of the candidates. 
 
New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/29/us/politics/2020-democrats.html 
 
Liberal Democrats Ruled the Debates. Will Moderates Regain Their Voices? 
 
The Democratic debates this past week provided the clearest evidence yet that many of the leading 
presidential candidates are breaking with the incremental politics of the Clinton and Obama eras, and 
are embracing sweeping liberal policy changes on some of the most charged public issues in American 
life, even at the risk of political backlash. 
 
Vowing to eliminate private health insurance, decriminalize illegal immigration and provide government 
health care benefits to undocumented migrants, high-profile contenders like Senators Bernie Sanders, 
Elizabeth Warren and Kamala Harris are wagering that they can energize voters eager to dismantle 
President Trump’s hard-line policies. 
 
New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/09/us/politics/bernie-sanders-2020-election-
democrats.html 
 
Bernie Sanders-Style Politics Are Defining 2020 Race, Unnerving Moderates 
 



DES MOINES — The sharp left turn in the Democratic Party and the rise of progressive presidential 
candidates are unnerving moderate Democrats who increasingly fear that the party could fritter away its 
chances of beating President Trump in 2020 by careening over a liberal cliff. 
 
Two months into the presidential campaign, the leading Democratic contenders have largely broken 
with consensus-driven politics and embraced leftist ideas on health care, taxes, the environment and 
Middle East policy that would fundamentally alter the economy, elements of foreign policy and 
ultimately remake American life. 
 
Politico 
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/06/27/democrats-lead-with-their-left-1385147 
 
Democrats lead with their left 
 
There are people who argue that the Democratic Party’s steady leftward progression during the 
Trump years is largely an optical illusion — a distorted impression one gets from assigning too 
much significance to social media noise or flamboyant figures like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. 
 
Ten Democrats making their case to be president on a debate stage in Miami Wednesday night 
suggest a much different conclusion. 
 
This is a party eager to go on the ideological offensive not just against Donald Trump (whose 
name did not dominate the evening even as he was invoked plenty) but against an economic 
and political power structure that candidates argued is deeply corrupt. Liberals must be 
empowered to bring bad actors to heel through robust intervention of government. 
 
Over the course of two hours, people who are inarguably some of the party’s most 
consequential and ascendant figures endorsed the mandatory abolition of private health 
insurance, sharply higher taxes on the wealthy, the decriminalization of illegal border crossings. 
They spoke with contempt about the alleged profiteering, manipulation, and cruelty of 
corporations. They argued that ordinary Americans are right to feel screwed, and multiple 
candidates boasted that they are tough enough to turn the screws on the victimizers, for a 
change. 


