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The REDI region is 
serviced by rail, a 

network of all-season, 
paved highways, and 

a well-established 
trucking industry.

 www.rediregion.ca info@rediregion.com (780) 926-4233

AGRICULTURE
incredible!

 Farmers in Canada’s 
northernmost commercial 

agriculture area have a 
robust frontier mentality: 

they work hard, work together, 
and are willing to try new crops and 

techniques.  The region produces proven, 
high-quality field crops to meet consumer 

demand worldwide.

300 K
Agricultural 
land base of

hectares

Plenty 
of space

FARMING: AN INDUSTRY 
AND A LIFESTYLE

About 700 farms in the REDI Region produce oilseeds, grain, and pulses, as well as livestock; 
including cattle, chickens, pigs, sheep, and horses.  The predominantly grey-wooded soil of the Boreal 
Forest landscape, combined with a favourable climate, grows high-yielding crops. 

Many farms in the REDI Region are family-owned and 

operated. This trend is most noticable in the La Crete area, 

which is home to the Mennonite community that makes 

up 30% of the REDI region population.  

Each major centre in the region has an active Agricultural 

Society providing educational and recreational events.  

The Mackenzie Applied Research Association (MARA) 

in Fort Vermilion offers scientific research support for 

producers.  The region provides an opportunity to develop 

a prosperous farm operation while enjoying a healthy 

lifestyle and strong sense of community.
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LOCATION, PRODUCTION, 
INNOVATION
Processing companies recognize the 

Northwest Region for its consistent yields 

of quality oilseeds and cereal grains, 

along with its significant recent growth 

in hemp and field pea production.

Geographic conditions contribute to agricultural 

success for the area.  Long hours of daylight and 

cool summer nights, adequate moisture, wind 

direction, soil types, less disease pressure due to 

cold winters, newly cultivated land, and the forest 

break to the south, all contribute to a superior 

product.  Oats have heavier, whiter, and larger 

kernels, oilseeds have more Omega 3, peas and 

wheat have higher protein, and hemp grows taller 

for more fibre.  Seed grown in northern conditions 

is renowned for its vigour.

In 2018, 272 farms in the REDI Region were 

classified as Certified Organic.  MARA assists 

local farmers throughout the 3-year certification 

process.  Most organic farms grow cereal crops, 

particularly oats, which have a strong market 

value.  Both conventional and organic farms have 

drastically increased field pea production (from approximately 80,000 to more 

than 400,000 metric tonnes in 10 years) in response to consumer demand.  

Pulses also require fewer input costs and fit well into crop rotation strategies.

Typically producers transport crops via rail from High Level, or by trucking 

to 24 different elevators in the Peace Country.  A new High Throughput Grain 

Elevator owned by Richardson Pioneer Ltd. is expected to be operational 

in High Level by January, 2021.  It can store up to 32,000 metric tonnes of 

canola, wheat, barley, and oats.  Train car capacity on the loop-track design will 

accommodate up to 135 cars per week, eliminating a transportation bottleneck 

for farmers and potentially saving the time and expense of trucking.

Given the climate, land obtainability, and existing infrastructure, the agriculture 

industry in the Northwest is ready to grow!

Producers are supported locally by 
value-added businesses such as farm 
supply stores, veterinary clinics, 
trucking, machinery dealerships, 
feed mills, seed cleaning 
co-ops, and grain 
terminals.
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41%
Of Alberta’s 

certified 
organic farms 
are in the REDI 

Region

 Crops by 

acreage 

in 2016 

In the REDI Region, 1000 kernel weights and protein 
values are generally higher across all crops.

CANOLA              35%

OTHER             32%

WHEAT         21%

BARLEY

OATS

7%

5%
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