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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.  Welcome 

            2   to the Water Planning Council meeting for 

            3   Wednesday, July 5, 2017.  I'd like to welcome CT-N 

            4   for being with us this afternoon.  I appreciate 

            5   them filming our meeting, so we can get our agenda 

            6   out to the public.  I appreciate them being here.  

            7              The first order of business before we 

            8   get into the approval of the June 21st transcript 

            9   is that I would like to introduce our newest 

           10   member, who I've received a letter from Ben 

           11   Barnes, Secretary of Office of Policy and 

           12   Management, appointing Garrett Eucalitto who is 

           13   the undersecretary of the Office of Policy and 

           14   Management.  And he's going to be the newest 

           15   member of the planning council.  

           16              Welcome.  

           17              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Thank you.

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Looking forward to 

           19   working with you.  

           20              And by the same token, I'd also like to 

           21   thank former undersecretary, Acting Undersecretary 

           22   David LeVasseur, for his many years of service to 

           23   the Water Planning Council.  And we may see him 

           24   back in some other role in the near future, but we 

           25   certainly appreciate his efforts and dedication 
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            1   and passion for the water plan, and I want to go 

            2   on record letting him know that.  

            3              Would you like to say something?

            4              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, I would agree.  

            5   I've worked with Dave for 16 years, and in 

            6   planning, and he was a wealth of knowledge.  And I 

            7   wish him well in his retirement.

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  I guess I personally, on 

            9   a personal note, I very much enjoyed working with 

           10   him.  We had a lot of fun.  I think the end 

           11   results are going to be discussed this afternoon.  

           12              So without further ado, the first order 

           13   of business is the approval of the June 21st 

           14   transcript.  I understand there has been some 

           15   difficulty accessing this transcript.  But this 

           16   has been emailed out to people -- 

           17              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  (Nodding head in the 

           18   affirmative.)

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- that need to see it.  

           20   If you have a problem getting it, see Gail 

           21   Lucchina, or contact Gail Lucchina from our office 

           22   to get that.  

           23              And I believe the kinks, Mr. Neeley, 

           24   are being worked out?  

           25              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  Yes.  The DEEP help 
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            1   desk is working on it now.

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  It's been more 

            3   important as we go through this process.  

            4              So the motion is order to approve the 

            5   transcript of the 21st.  

            6              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  So moved.  

            7              LORI MATHIEU:  I'll second.

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion made and 

            9   seconded.  

           10              Any questions?  

           11              (No response.)

           12              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in 

           13   favor, signify by saying aye.  

           14              THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  

           16   The transcript is approved.  

           17              Next what we're going to do is have a 

           18   final update on the draft water plan report, and 

           19   we're going to hear from Kirk once again.  Per the 

           20   state statute, we are about to recommend this.  

           21   We're not going to take a formal vote today to 

           22   accept the plan.  We're going to actually 

           23   distribute the plan.  It's going to be posted.  It 

           24   should be posted, per statute, on the DEEP 

           25   website, the DPH website, the OPM website, the 
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            1   PURA website, and the CEQ website.  And then we're 

            2   going to also draft a notice for public comment on 

            3   a 120-day comment period, and then we're going to 

            4   talk about that outreach a little bit later on.  

            5   But that's what we're going to be doing per the 

            6   statute.  So we all have final plans before us 

            7   today.  

            8              And with that, Kirk, would you like 

            9   to -- 

           10              KIRK WESTPHAL:  Thanks, Jack.  I would 

           11   have put a tie on, if I knew I would be speaking 

           12   today.

           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're always happy to 

           14   see you, Kirk, and Elaine.  

           15              KIRK WESTPHAL:  We delivered the final 

           16   draft report on Friday, last Friday, the last day 

           17   of June.  It went out electronically.  And we have 

           18   delivered paper copies.  I'll let Elaine kind of 

           19   go through that.  But this is the result of a 

           20   year's worth of work with the planning council, 

           21   the subcommittees, and the stakeholders 

           22   representing water interests throughout the state.  

           23   We look at this plan as the first time that much 

           24   technical information has been consolidated in one 

           25   place, and we hope that that's useful.  And also 
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            1   the first time the consensus-based recommendations 

            2   of stakeholders from every imaginable water 

            3   interests in the state have been produced.  And we 

            4   hope that those policy guidelines can be useful as 

            5   you reach out now to the legislature, to local 

            6   governments, to public citizens, and explain what 

            7   the plan is, and how it can be used, and get their 

            8   feedback on it.  

            9              So we hope that you have benefited from 

           10   the process.  We think it went very well in terms 

           11   of gathering information, interpreting 

           12   information, and putting it into forms that people 

           13   generally agreed were going to be functional and 

           14   useful on a technical level, and then on the 

           15   policy level finding those areas that we generally 

           16   agreed on by consensus and could put forward now 

           17   as the basis for future decisions and legislation.  

           18              So as you read through it, and as you 

           19   reach out, we hope that we'll be able to find a 

           20   way to help you do that.  I know that's something 

           21   we'll be talking about.  But we hope that you will 

           22   cast this plan as the first time that Connecticut 

           23   has this information in one place in front of them 

           24   to use for decisions, and the first time so much 

           25   consensus has been achieved on a lot of these key 
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            1   issues.  

            2              On the administrative side, Elaine, if 

            3   you want to talk a little bit about how the copies 

            4   were distributed and what's what there.  

            5              ELAINE SISTARE:  Sure.  So as of now, I 

            6   think all members of the Water Planning Council 

            7   have paper and electronic copies of the final 

            8   draft June 2017 dated State Water Plan.  The way 

            9   that we had agreed upon was providing 16 paper 

           10   copies of the report to the Water Planning 

           11   Council.  I think I've given two to each of Jack 

           12   and Garrett, and Betsey and Lori have at least 

           13   four.  Perhaps I've got another copy for you in 

           14   the back of the room.  We also are providing paper 

           15   copies to the chairs of the Advisory Group, the 

           16   Science and Technical Committee, and the Policy 

           17   Committee, the chairs only at this point.  

           18              But I guess one thing I'll say, like 

           19   Kirk said, it certainly was a great value of work 

           20   done in a year.  I think we've done a lot of, you 

           21   know, collectively made a lot of progress.  One 

           22   thing that I did last week, or we as a team did, 

           23   was prepare our acknowledgements and our thank you 

           24   letters.  So certainly the leadership, the 

           25   guidance that we've received, and then that 
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            1   collective effort from the various subcommittees, 

            2   it was something that, you know, last week -- 

            3   we've seen it all along, but putting it in paper 

            4   last week made me appreciate it even more.  So 

            5   thank you all.  

            6              KIRK WESTPHAL:  I'll extend that thanks 

            7   to each of the four of you and to the committee 

            8   chairs.  Bob Moore, Maureen Westbrook, Margaret 

            9   Miner, and Virginia deLima for their tireless 

           10   efforts working to organize the committees, to hit 

           11   the pause button when things needed to be 

           12   reevaluated, and working toward that consensus 

           13   that we talked about.  Everybody who served on the 

           14   committees, I think, deserves to be commended.  

           15   There was a lot of listening, a lot of discussion, 

           16   but it was all moving toward consensus.  And so 

           17   from that perspective I think it was a very 

           18   successful process, and I extend my thanks and 

           19   congratulations to all of you.  

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  

           21   And thank you.  A year ago when we started if you 

           22   wanted me to wager if we were going to get to this 

           23   point, I probably would not have taken it.  We had 

           24   some challenging beginnings to the water plan, but 

           25   thanks to your tenacity, and your great work, and 
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            1   also the work of the subcommittees headed up by 

            2   Virginia, and Bob, and Margaret, and Maureen, I 

            3   think that we've been tremendously successful to 

            4   be able to go out with a wonderful plan, I think, 

            5   for the public to see, and to be able to read, and 

            6   for the first time ever in the history of the 

            7   State of Connecticut to have such a plan to go 

            8   out, and to be able to get input from the public 

            9   as we prepare to bring it to the General Assembly 

           10   in January of 2018.  So from my perspective, I 

           11   just can't thank you and your team enough, as well 

           12   as Mike and his crew from NEIWPCC as well.  

           13              (Applause.) 

           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  We can applaud, yes.  

           15   We'll take applause.

           16              KIRK WESTPHAL:  It's been a pleasure.  

           17   Thanks.  

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Applause to you.  Thank 

           19   you very much.  But our work is not done.  

           20              KIRK WESTPHAL:  So we're going to sit 

           21   in the back now.  

           22              (Laughter.)

           23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So with that, 

           24   before we move on to -- okay, let's move to the 

           25   whole discussion of outreach right now, and what 
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            1   we're going to be attempting to do over the next 

            2   six months.  I indicated already who, in fact, 

            3   what departments, in fact, get copies of this, and 

            4   should have copies posted on their website.  The 

            5   statute, believe it or not, only calls for a 

            6   meeting, one meeting.  Of course, we're going to 

            7   do a lot more than that.  We talked about going 

            8   out to Council of Governments, chambers of 

            9   commerce, legislative members, municipalities, 

           10   CCM, groups such as that, to get this out to the 

           11   public.  But we have done, as we've indicated in 

           12   the past, we have done our fair share of public 

           13   outreach during the form -- organization of this 

           14   plan, but we want to continue that.  

           15              Lori.    

           16              LORI MATHIEU:  So as far as outreach, 

           17   we have received from NEIWPCC, also from CDM 

           18   Smith, some ideas and thoughts, kind of a sketch 

           19   of a plan for the 120-day comment period.  So I 

           20   was thinking a lot about it over the holiday 

           21   weekend, and thought that it would be important to 

           22   have one of the Water Planning Council Members be 

           23   a lead on the outreach effort.  And I would be 

           24   willing to volunteer my time to be the leader, if 

           25   you so chose, to lead an effort to coordinate the 
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            1   outreach for the plan, to set up who we would 

            2   present to, what webinars we would do, set up the 

            3   presentations, work with NEIWPCC, work with 

            4   whomever else, from people, volunteers from the 

            5   advisory group, whoever wanted to participate, and 

            6   from others, from agency representatives, but to 

            7   coordinate it.  I think somebody needs to 

            8   coordinate it, and then be able to bring the 

            9   information back and provide the status updates 

           10   over the next six months.  I think it would be 

           11   important to keep track and to make sure we're 

           12   being effective and casting a broad net.  I think 

           13   you've mentioned that before, that we make sure we 

           14   get out to many, many different audiences.  And 

           15   I've said a number of times, I believe, that we 

           16   need to reach out to business groups, we need to 

           17   reach out to city councils, we need to reach out 

           18   to Council of Governments, we need to reach out to 

           19   environmental groups, watershed groups, town 

           20   municipal groups, inland wetland commissions, 

           21   planning and zoning.  We need to cast a wide net 

           22   and try to figure out how we deal with all of that 

           23   and plan for it.  Maybe over the next three weeks 

           24   we could develop a plan and then bring it back to 

           25   the Council, and I could present on that back to 
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            1   you, if that's okay.

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, one of the things 

            3   that we have -- I think that's something worthy of 

            4   consideration.  One of the things we had talked 

            5   about historically, as you know, was getting our 

            6   communications directors together from our 

            7   respective agencies to kind of sit down and come 

            8   up with an outreach plan.  And I think we have 

            9   talent within our agencies that can assist with 

           10   that.  And of course we have at the PURA Gail 

           11   Lucchina who is, you know, pretty much full-time 

           12   on this, so she could assist you as well, and 

           13   maybe DEEP could assist, and OPM could assist.  

           14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think what's 

           15   really critical is framing the common message.  I 

           16   think Lori and I have talked about this before.  I 

           17   think that the sort of summary that CDM Smith has 

           18   put together really does a good job of beginning 

           19   to frame what we need to deliver and how we should 

           20   deliver it and framing that message.  And then I 

           21   think it's really about how do we sort of energize 

           22   and get people out there with the common message 

           23   to broad groups.  

           24              And I think Lori's offer is very 

           25   generous.  I agree that we should utilize our 
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            1   agency resources along the way also, but a 

            2   coordinated effort.  I think we also need to talk 

            3   about, if we're going to get feedback, how do we 

            4   integrate that feedback into the final plan we 

            5   actually submit to the legislature.  We need to 

            6   start talking about that before we actually 

            7   actively get out and start the research -- or the 

            8   outreach process so that there's an understanding 

            9   because people were talking about how do they get 

           10   heard in terms of their input.  

           11              LORI MATHIEU:  We have set up a docket.  

           12   We have a docket number for comments.  

           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Neeley, what's the 

           14   docket number?  

           15              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  17-07-01.  

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  17-07-01.  

           17              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So there's a docket 

           18   number there.  What I plan to do is I'll import 

           19   the electronic version of the latest draft.  And 

           20   then I think the Water Planning Council needs to 

           21   sort of, among themselves, decide initially -- I'd 

           22   like to put a notice up there with it saying 

           23   here's a copy of the draft.  Pursuant to statute, 

           24   you know, there's an opportunity for public 

           25   comment between now and whatever the date is, and 
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            1   they could submit -- it will be with instructions 

            2   on how to submit comments on the plan.  You can do 

            3   that today.  You don't need an outreach plan.

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'd like authorization 

            5   as chair to be able to do that.  

            6              Does anybody disagree with me doing 

            7   that?  

            8              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No.  

            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  So we'll get that drawn 

           10   up today.  

           11              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So I'll draft a 

           12   proposed notice for written comments submitted to 

           13   you four, and let you take a look at it, and 

           14   comment on it.

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That sounds good.  

           16              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  And anybody else you 

           17   want to see it.

           18              LORI MATHIEU:  It does beg the question 

           19   when do we start the public comment period because 

           20   it's 120-day public comment period.  When do we 

           21   start that?  Do we start right away?  

           22              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  It's got to be at 

           23   least 120 days.  

           24              LORI MATHIEU:  The minimum, right.  

           25              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So it could be, now, 
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            1   it could be August 1st, it could be September 1st.

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, I'm 

            3   envisioning -- this isn't etched in stone -- is 

            4   that we could start public comment tomorrow, but I 

            5   would hope by December 1st, middle or pre 

            6   Thanksgiving we have everything we need, to your 

            7   point, Betsey, to get someone to finalize a report 

            8   and enter the report based upon the comments that 

            9   we'd be receiving during the outreach period.  

           10              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think we're going 

           11   to need more than 30 days based on CDM Smith's 

           12   experience with the comments that came in.  So I 

           13   think -- 

           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Maybe November 1st.

           15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes -- 

           16              LORI MATHIEU:  I was thinking before 

           17   Thanksgiving.  

           18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.

           19              LORI MATHIEU:  So to get that holiday 

           20   season time to make the adjustments, as necessary.  

           21   But I think as comments come in, we could also be 

           22   talking about those, and thinking about how to 

           23   make changes.

           24              THE CHAIRMAN:  And I'm hoping that 

           25   somehow we get some funding to, since CDM Smith 




                                      18                         

�


                                                                 


            1   was so integral to the draft plan, that they be in 

            2   a situation to assist us with the final plan.  

            3              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So probably make the 

            4   deadline the middle of November.  If we start the 

            5   clock today by posting it, that would be like 135, 

            6   140 days.  So start now and then run through the 

            7   middle of November.  

            8              LORI MATHIEU:  If we could wait to make 

            9   sure all four agencies have it posted.  If you 

           10   post your notice, and then we link to your web 

           11   page.  

           12              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  However you want to 

           13   do it, or you can just put it -- they talk about 

           14   it being prominently placed on a website.  I'll 

           15   get the notice running, and you tell me how you 

           16   want it managed after that.  

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So maybe within a 

           18   week we have that done, and then we start the 

           19   public comment period then.

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  That's fine.  

           21              Okay.  So is there anybody on the -- I 

           22   don't think we're going to have a formal vote, per 

           23   se, but is there any disagreement that we should 

           24   not move forward with this?  Anybody have any 

           25   concerns with what we plan on doing?  
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            1              LORI MATHIEU:  Sounds good to me.  

            2   Let's get started.  

            3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Agreed.  

            4              LORI MATHIEU:  I want to introduce my 

            5   staff who's here who can work with Gail, and Linda 

            6   Ferraro sitting in the front.  You can wave.  

            7   Linda is the public health services manager within 

            8   the drinking water section.  She's fairly new 

            9   within our section, but she's going to be -- she's 

           10   a very, very capable person, very, very capable of 

           11   helping out with a tremendous effort.  So we're 

           12   happy to have her aboard in our section.  And 

           13   Linda will be here at every meeting, and is going 

           14   to be part of the outreach group.

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Welcome.  Thank you, 

           16   Linda.  

           17              And that's a nice segue over to the 

           18   Water Planning Council Advisory Group.  And I know 

           19   that Len DeJong has shared some thoughts with us 

           20   about their role moving forward.  We still, at 

           21   this point in time we need to talk about putting a 

           22   new cochair to work with Margaret in place, and 

           23   John Hudak, as we know, is being considered for 

           24   that.  I spoke to Larry Bingaman, president, last 

           25   week, and he's going to be talking with him about 
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            1   time commitment, and going to be getting back to 

            2   us unless, Margaret, maybe you've heard.  

            3              Have you heard anything, Margaret?

            4              MARGARET MINER:  From Larry?  

            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.

            6              MARGARET MINER:  No, I haven't, that 

            7   I'm aware of, heard anything.  

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So as soon as we 

            9   get that taken care of, we'll be making 

           10   appointments and be looking at the whole council, 

           11   in general, moving forward in how it can fit into 

           12   our outreach plan.  Because, as I have said in the 

           13   past, it's very integral to our whole outreach 

           14   effort, and then perhaps even expanding even more 

           15   in getting the Water Planning Council Advisory 

           16   Group made up of a few people in the steering 

           17   committee, and people from the advisory group, 

           18   people that still wanted to maintain a role in it 

           19   so -- 

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  Expand it a bit.  

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  

           22              LORI MATHIEU:  Because I think there 

           23   are a number of people who were very active in the 

           24   steering committee over the last year and a half 

           25   that we don't really want to lose.  I mean, they 
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            1   are valuable to the process.

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Absolutely.

            3              LORI MATHIEU:  People like Larry, and 

            4   Sam Gold, for instance, and the representatives of 

            5   the various groups provided a high level of input.  

            6   Beth -- 

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Beth Barton.

            8              LORI MATHIEU:  -- Beth Barton.  So if 

            9   we could look at expanding.  Maybe we wait to hear 

           10   back from Larry, and then go from there.  

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  

           12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, may I make a 

           13   suggestion?  So, as you said, Len DeJong has put 

           14   together physically a Water Planning Council 

           15   Advisory Group white paper.  As I understand it, 

           16   Len has shared that with the Water Planning 

           17   Council members and that we've all seen it.  It's 

           18   really thoughtful.  It has a suggested 

           19   organizational structure that includes how to 

           20   accommodate addressing the State Water Plan as 

           21   potentially a subcommittee.  I think it was Len's 

           22   intention to share that with the Water Planning 

           23   Council Advisory Group after the Water Planning 

           24   Council had a chance to see it.  I would really 

           25   encourage that that happen, as long as all the 
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            1   other members are comfortable with that.  

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.  

            3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And for the Water 

            4   Planning Council Advisory Group to consider it and 

            5   come back with its recommendations.  

            6              And Len, I don't know whether you'd 

            7   like to add thinking to that at this time?  

            8              LORI MATHIEU:  Betsey, I just haven't 

            9   had -- I haven't had a chance to really look at it 

           10   and digest it yet.  So sharing it beyond us, I'm 

           11   not comfortable with at this point.  

           12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think that it's 

           13   pretty -- given the time and sort of the 

           14   importance, how could we facilitate that shorter 

           15   than sort of the next meeting.  That would be my 

           16   thought.  

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  And I could review it by 

           18   Friday.  But I just haven't had a chance to review 

           19   it in detail and get any comments back.  

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Hi, Len.

           21              LEN DEJONG:  Good afternoon.

           22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.  

           23              LEN DEJONG:  Betsey, thanks for 

           24   introducing the concept paper.  And as Betsey had 

           25   mentioned, the intent was to -- because I saw it 
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            1   on your agenda today to be discussed, to have 

            2   something in your hands, thinking that it might be 

            3   helpful to review.  But we need to engage the 

            4   Water Planning Council Advisory Group, obviously, 

            5   so that would be the next step.  

            6              And I would encourage -- and I think I 

            7   just heard you say that -- I would encourage 

            8   getting it out to the Water Planning Council 

            9   Advisory Group as soon as possible.  It's a 

           10   workgroup process that we are all familiar with.  

           11   The Water Planning Council Advisory Group has 

           12   worked through workgroups.  It basically takes a 

           13   workgroup and creates a responsibility for that 

           14   workgroup to be the implementation of the State 

           15   Water Plan, thereby opening up the opportunity for 

           16   other talented individuals, who Lori and others 

           17   have pointed out, to join into that process, and 

           18   has that working through the Water Planning 

           19   Council Advisory Group.  

           20              So I guess when you're ready, let me 

           21   know, and I will send it out to the Water Planning 

           22   Council Advisory Group because I'd like very much 

           23   to do that.  

           24              LORI MATHIEU:  Len, thank you for your 

           25   work.  I glanced at it.  I apologize.
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  It came in Friday, I 

            2   believe, right?  

            3              LEN DEJONG:  Right.  

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  It came in Friday, so 

            5   Friday before Labor Day Weekend.  So don't beat 

            6   yourself up.  We appreciate you getting to it.  

            7   We'll get some recommendations back by Friday.  

            8              LEN DEJONG:  Terrific.  Thank you.  

            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's what I'm going to 

           10   do.  

           11              Can you do it, Betsey?  

           12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I'm comfortable with 

           13   it as drafted.

           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Friday.  Okay.  

           15              LORI MATHIEU:  And I'll get comments to 

           16   you and the rest by Friday.  

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  

           18              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  I didn't have a 

           19   chance to read it fully because I was reading part 

           20   of this.

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm very impressed.  

           22              Thank you, Len.  Appreciate it.  

           23              Okay.  

           24              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Jack, before we 

           25   leave outreach, my understanding -- and Mike 
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            1   Jennings has sent us an email.  Actually, 

            2   apparently he was working on July 4th.  My 

            3   understanding is that NEIWPCC still has some staff 

            4   time available under -- 

            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much, 

            6   Betsey, for reminding me.  

            7              Mike Jennings, come up here, will you, 

            8   please?  

            9              Mike Jennings is taking time off from 

           10   his week off to be with us today.  We appreciate 

           11   that.

           12              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  Good afternoon.

           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.

           14              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  Yes, we do have some 

           15   resources left.  The exact dollar amount is still 

           16   to be determined.  June 30th starts the period 

           17   where our quarterly financial reports are 

           18   officialized, so I'll have that information when I 

           19   get back from vacation.  But I am estimating that 

           20   we will have the ability to provide about 250 

           21   hours worth of assistance between July 1 and 

           22   December 31st.  

           23              December 31st is when our MOU with 

           24   Connecticut OPM expires.  If we were to not expend 

           25   all the resources prior to that, we could discuss 
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            1   possibly, you know, extending that period out.  

            2   But based on what I hear, 250 hours is probably 

            3   going to go quick, depending how we're able to 

            4   assist.  But we do have money remaining in the 

            5   initial allocation that we received to continue to 

            6   provide assistance.  And the MOU does have a vague 

            7   clause in it that says provide other assistance to 

            8   the WPC, as needed, to work on the State Water 

            9   Plan.  So I don't think it's a question of does 

           10   the MOU need to be modified right now.  I think we 

           11   can get involved, and it's just a question of how 

           12   best can we help you all.

           13              LORI MATHIEU:  So Jack, to the idea of 

           14   an outreach coordinator for the councils through 

           15   myself, the idea would be I would work with Mike, 

           16   I would work with any volunteers from the advisory 

           17   group, would work with Gail, work with Linda, and 

           18   put together a plan over the next two weeks, and 

           19   then share that with all of you to get your input 

           20   before the next meeting, which is August 1st.  

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Uh-huh.

           22              LORI MATHIEU:  So that we would have a 

           23   solid plan going into August 1st.  And so we would 

           24   have the website.  We have the way for people to 

           25   comment and to view it.  Right now we start the 
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            1   public comment period next week, and we put 

            2   together our plan over the next two.

            3              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  And we have some 

            4   resources that we can -- I need to dig up some 

            5   past information, but we had an in-house training 

            6   where the concept was basically how do you put an 

            7   outreach campaign together, and it talked about 

            8   different social media strategies.  And it has a 

            9   template for formalizing the plan based on what 

           10   your objectives are, how many people you want to 

           11   see, how many people do you want to put the 

           12   information in front of versus how many people are 

           13   going to then go to the web and take the next 

           14   step, and then how many people are going to 

           15   ultimately, you know, convert over and come in and 

           16   provide comments.  

           17              So we have some information that can be 

           18   part of the development of that plan that's going 

           19   to tell you, you know, you've got to get it in 

           20   front of 10,000 people to get 100 people to go to 

           21   your website to get 10 people to actually submit 

           22   comments.  But it also talks about where to put 

           23   your efforts and resources to get it in front of 

           24   the most people as efficiently as possible.  

           25              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  One of the things -- and 

            2   we should have something ready to go today, and we 

            3   don't -- is a press release.  I mean, we don't 

            4   have a press person for the Water Planning 

            5   Council.  We should have something ready, and I 

            6   don't know if we want to do that -- 

            7              LORI MATHIEU:  How did we draft the 

            8   first one -- that was very effective -- before we 

            9   went to the Norwich Council of -- 

           10              THE CHAIRMAN:  OPM did it actually.

           11              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  We have a PIO, 

           12   Chris McClure -- 

           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  He did a great job.  

           14              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  -- who is OPM's 

           15   public information officer.  We can definitely get 

           16   people in touch with him to prepare something 

           17   again.

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that was very -- 

           19   that really -- 

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, that was great.  

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  That got us a great deal 

           22   of publicity.  That one press release just took on 

           23   real life.

           24              LORI MATHIEU:  It did.  

           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  So really good.  
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            1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And I'd like to 

            2   volunteer Corinne Fitting to work with the group 

            3   who's sort of developing the outreach plan also.

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Absolutely.  

            5              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think it's 

            6   important that all the agencies be involved and 

            7   participating.

            8              LORI MATHIEU:  Thank you.  That's good.

            9              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  All set?  

           10              LORI MATHIEU:  Thank you, Michael.

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Michael, thank you so 

           12   much.  Appreciate you being here.  

           13              Okay.  Anything more on outreach?  I 

           14   think we have a -- 

           15              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know who made 

           16   the comment, but addressing comments as they're 

           17   coming, and thinking about how they're going to 

           18   get addressed.  I know at the back end of the 

           19   process we have to think through who's going to 

           20   make changes to the plan, as needed and necessary, 

           21   and my recommendation is somehow we get CDM Smith 

           22   back in because they wrote it, along with MMI, 

           23   right?  Dave Murphy is in the audience there.  

           24   Right?  So I think it would be important to bring 

           25   them back toward the tail end, if we can find some 
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            1   funding, to be able to assist on that effort.  

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey, anything more?  

            3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No.  

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  

            5              Okay.  So the next thing we're going 

            6   to -- oh, Margaret, do you have anything more for 

            7   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group you'd 

            8   like to share with us today?  

            9              MARGARET MINER:  I have a couple of 

           10   notes.  

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.

           12              MARGARET MINER:  One is you spoke about 

           13   alternates, and we spoke informally.  But the 

           14   group, we have a policy that a member can have an 

           15   alternate if the alternate is from the same group, 

           16   and we did that basically with the health 

           17   districts.  Alicea Charamut will be the alternate 

           18   for Vin Ringrose from the DEEP Fisheries Advisory 

           19   Council.  We have Missy Schlag.  Melissa Schlag 

           20   will be an alternate for Karen Burnaska.  I don't 

           21   know if Melissa is here.  She is the -- 

           22              MELISSA SCHLAG:  On the phone.

           23              MARGARET MINER:  Hello, Melissa.  

           24   Melissa is with CFE, and she has a new title, 

           25   water advocate.  And Karen is coming less often, 
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            1   so that's another alternate.  And then I believe 

            2   the Consumer Counsel mentioned that they were 

            3   looking at an alternate arrangement also.  So 

            4   those were notes from our meeting.  And then I had 

            5   a resolution, which we adopted, that I'd like to 

            6   read for you.

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.

            8              MARGARET MINER:  My printer was taking 

            9   20 minutes to warm up as I left the office, so I 

           10   don't have the 50 copies I had hoped to have.  But 

           11   we voted on this resolution on June 20th:  

           12              "Whereas Maureen Westbrook has been a 

           13   brilliant, dedicated, and effective leader on 

           14   water policy as a member of the Water Planning 

           15   Council Advisory Group since 2001.  

           16              "And whereas Maureen Westbrook has been 

           17   a faithful, diligent, fair, and generous (with 

           18   cookies) leader of the WPCAG.  

           19              "And whereas Maureen Westbrook is an 

           20   absolutely wonderful and wise colleague.  

           21              "The WPCAG hereby awards her the title 

           22   of Supreme Water Wonk and Our Best Friend," signed 

           23   on behalf of the group.  So I will hand that up to 

           24   you.  

           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
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            1              (Applause.)

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Margaret.  I 

            3   can't agree more.  Maureen really was so 

            4   instrumental in helping us facilitate the 

            5   legislation for this plan, and working with the 

            6   legislators throughout the process, working with 

            7   the council.  And truth be told -- and I can share 

            8   this now -- she wanted to, because her company is 

            9   growing and her work responsibilities, she wanted 

           10   to leave sooner, and I asked that she stay on at 

           11   least till we get through this phase, and she did.  

           12   And I really respect her a great deal, and I can't 

           13   thank her enough on a personal level for what 

           14   she's done for the council and for water in the 

           15   State of Connecticut.  So I think this resolution 

           16   is very, very appropriate.  So thank you.

           17              MARGARET MINER:  You're welcome.  

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Do you have something 

           19   else?  

           20              MARGARET MINER:  I don't think so 

           21   except we really do miss the sweets.  

           22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I'll have to get 

           23   some cookies for you.  

           24              Okay.  We're going to move on to an 

           25   update from Lenard Engineering relative to the 
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            1   City of New Britain environmental study.  

            2              Good afternoon.  

            3              JAMES ERICSON:  Good afternoon.  

            4   Mr. Chairman, members of the Water Planning 

            5   Council, members of the public.  Thank you for 

            6   inviting us today.  My name is James Ericson, Vice 

            7   President of Lenard Engineering, Glastonbury, 

            8   Connecticut.  With me today is Ray Esponda, Deputy 

            9   Director of Public Works for the City of New 

           10   Britain; and Michael Klein, a principal in 

           11   Environmental Planning Services.  

           12              At our last -- it's probably been 

           13   several months since I addressed this commission.  

           14   I think one of the commissioners asked for some 

           15   changes in how we report our progress, and we've 

           16   done that in our monthly reports.  One thing, 

           17   which was to provide a copy of the legislation, 

           18   which is now attached to each of our monthly 

           19   reports.  Also, provide more detail on where we 

           20   are on different parts of the project, so we have 

           21   a more detailed percent complete on each task 

           22   there.  And you also asked for an ecological 

           23   consultant to be present at the next meeting, and 

           24   Michael is here to give a small presentation.  We 

           25   had the privilege of being at the June CEQ meeting 
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            1   where we made a very similar presentation, percent 

            2   complete, talked about items of interest to that 

            3   commission, and we'll make a similar one today.  

            4              At this time what we would like to do 

            5   is tell you about the percent complete.  Michael 

            6   can talk about some of the techniques that his 

            7   staff has used in collecting the data.  But right 

            8   now the data is still in progress.  We're still 

            9   collecting some.  We're still summarizing it and 

           10   analyzing it.  And so we don't have any results to 

           11   present to this commission at this date.  Our 

           12   intent is to get draft submissions from our 

           13   subcontractors, Environmental Planning Services, 

           14   Leggette Brashears & Graham on geology and 

           15   groundwater, and Tighe & Bond on water quality and 

           16   air and noise by late summer/early fall.  And 

           17   after we review that, provide a draft document to 

           18   the City of New Britain in the fall of 2017.  So 

           19   they're the client.  They're going to have the 

           20   first review of the draft report.  So until then 

           21   it's hard to release bits and pieces of data, but 

           22   we're hoping you appreciate we want to provide a 

           23   complete report first and foremost.  

           24              On the latest report, which is dated 

           25   June 30, 2017, once again, we went percent 
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            1   complete on the various tasks that we were at.  

            2   And you've heard me talk about the engineering 

            3   task at the previous meetings.  I think of more 

            4   interest might be to have Michael talk about the 

            5   ecological studies that have been done to date, 

            6   and then we can answer specific questions to the 

            7   best of our ability.  

            8              Michael Klein.

            9              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Mr. Chairman, members 

           10   of the council, my name is Michael Klein.  I'm a 

           11   biologist and a soil scientist.  I've been working 

           12   here in Connecticut for a little bit over 40 years 

           13   in the consulting field.  Environmental Planning 

           14   Services, I think, has a somewhat unique specialty 

           15   here.  Virtually all of our work is involved in 

           16   wetlands, biological and soil sciences, and our 

           17   skill set is very broad, as well as deep.  All of 

           18   the members of our firm have at least 20 years of 

           19   experience in those fields in Connecticut.  

           20   Everyone is a registered soil scientist, certified 

           21   professional wetland scientist, but also a 

           22   biologist with different areas of expertise from 

           23   the biological and ecological side.  Jim Cowen is 

           24   a highly skilled field botanist, and a member of 

           25   the Connecticut Botanical Society for decades, and 
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            1   a former member of the board of directors.  Eric 

            2   Davison has a degree in wildlife management.  Matt 

            3   Davison is a certified forester.  And my 

            4   specialties are in impact assessment, permitting 

            5   and mitigation planning.  

            6              We began our field work midsummer 2016.  

            7   You may recall that we were here toward the end of 

            8   the summer in 2016, and we reported that we had 

            9   quickly determined that it was necessary, in order 

           10   to provide a reasonable analysis of potential 

           11   impacts, to do a full-season biological and 

           12   ecological survey.  Unfortunately, the plants and 

           13   animals don't always go according to our schedules 

           14   and the times that we get authorized to do work.  

           15              In this particular case that 

           16   recommendation was implemented.  The scope was 

           17   expanded to include a full season of field work, 

           18   which we began last winter.  Again, the animals 

           19   and the plants respond on their own schedules, but 

           20   we have so far been successful in collecting all 

           21   of the field data that we require, as it's 

           22   available, including detailed surveys of amphibian 

           23   activity, and vernal pool activity, turtle 

           24   activity.  And that's the sort of the earliest 

           25   part of the field season is looking at the vernal 
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            1   pools in the late winter and spring, as the spring 

            2   proceeds doing surveys for turtles, breeding 

            3   birds, starting the botanical survey.  Most of the 

            4   field work is complete, with the exception of the 

            5   botanical work.  Some of the plants are not 

            6   identifiable to the species level until they 

            7   flower or set seed or fruit.  So that will take us 

            8   through the balance of the growing season.  

            9              The field surveys, as you can see from 

           10   the report, are between 70 and 100 percent 

           11   complete in terms of data collection, with the 

           12   exception of the forest ecology survey, and Matt 

           13   will be working on that this month.  The wetland 

           14   delineation work is 100 percent complete.  We've 

           15   been focusing on the field data collection, so the 

           16   analysis and interpretation of that data is what 

           17   largely remains to be done.  

           18              We're on schedule to complete the work 

           19   according to the schedule that Jim outlined to 

           20   you.  We would anticipate submitting a draft 

           21   report of our findings to Lenard in the 

           22   summer/early fall.  That will be finalized and 

           23   eventually included as a stand-alone document in 

           24   the report.  So we're fully confident that we'll 

           25   have the ability to provide a complete and 
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            1   thorough assessment of the resources at and around 

            2   the site, and to assess the impacts of the 

            3   proposed alternatives that are developed.

            4              JAMES ERICSON:  Thank you, Michael.  

            5   And in addition to Environmental Planning 

            6   Services, a very qualified subcontractor on the 

            7   same side, Leggette Brashears & Graham for geology 

            8   and groundwater impacts, and Tighe & Bond doing 

            9   water treatment and water quality and air and 

           10   noise pollution impacts, also very qualified 

           11   subcontractors with decades of experience.  So our 

           12   intent is to provide a very thorough comprehensive 

           13   plan with our data included in the reports so that 

           14   these councils and the public may view it and make 

           15   their own determination as to the impacts.

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Questions?  

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  I have a question.  You 

           18   said you started in the winter?    

           19              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Yes.

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  So in order to get a 

           21   full season, you'll have to go through this fall, 

           22   which would be November?  

           23              MICHAEL KLEIN:  There's really very 

           24   little biological activity that was associated 

           25   with the scope that we were asked to look at that 




                                      39                         

�


                                                                 


            1   doesn't occur during -- 

            2              LORI MATHIEU:  You might want to speak 

            3   into the mike.

            4              MICHAEL KLEIN:  I'm sorry.  There's 

            5   really very little biological activity that is 

            6   associated with the scope that would take place in 

            7   the fall and early winter, so October, November, 

            8   December, January and early February time period 

            9   really not a lot going on.  The vegetation is 

           10   dormant.  Most of the wildlife is either in 

           11   hibernation or has migrated away.  So our typical 

           12   sort of biological field season for data 

           13   collection starts with the vernal pool activity, 

           14   which is coming earlier and earlier, but still 

           15   usually late February, early March, and extends 

           16   through essentially the last flowering plants and 

           17   just before the first frost, so September/October 

           18   time frame.

           19              LORI MATHIEU:  Even with the season 

           20   growing longer, September seemed to be warmer, and 

           21   November seems to be warmer, leaves are dropping 

           22   later.  It just seems that in order to get a full 

           23   year of study of impacts, you're going to need a 

           24   full year of time.  And your timing just doesn't 

           25   seem to match with what Lenard just stated.
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            1              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Again, the season may 

            2   be extending a little bit later, leaves may be 

            3   dropping a little bit later, but there's still no 

            4   new activity that we wouldn't have already been 

            5   able to identify and collect the data on.  The end 

            6   of the growing season doesn't provide any 

            7   additional activity.  The breeding birds have 

            8   already bred during the midsummer.  When we 

            9   started last year, they're usually hunkered down 

           10   on their nests, a little bit harder to tease out.  

           11   So we prefer to look at them in the early part of 

           12   the season when their mating activity makes them 

           13   active and they're calling, and so forth.  

           14              The plants may survive longer, but 

           15   they've already set their seed and completed the 

           16   growth processes that are necessary to do the 

           17   identification.  The reptiles and the amphibians 

           18   may be active a little bit longer, but again, the 

           19   optimal time period for doing the survey work for 

           20   those organisms is either in the midspring when 

           21   the vegetation isn't so dense that we can't find 

           22   them, and before it gets really hot and they tend 

           23   to hunker down.  So they've already either -- 

           24   they've already been -- we've already been able to 

           25   do the ID work that's required.  
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            1              LORI MATHIEU:  So you said you started 

            2   in the winter.  What month was that?  

            3              MICHAEL KLEIN:  I believe it was late, 

            4   just the end of February or March 1st when the 

            5   first wave of vernal pool activity occurred.  

            6              LORI MATHIEU:  So that's not a full 

            7   year then -- 

            8              MICHAEL KLEIN:  It's not a full -- 

            9              LORI MATHIEU:  -- in calendar.  I'm 

           10   thinking calendar year.

           11              MICHAEL KLEIN:  It's a full biological 

           12   year.  

           13              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.

           14              JAMES ERICSON:  Just to add to that.  

           15   The original scope was to look at a 15-week 

           16   duration and with some field work but a lot of 

           17   record research.  And during the summer and fall 

           18   of 2016, we had the drought.  I know Michael and 

           19   Eric were out on the site.  And because of the 

           20   severe drought conditions, it wasn't ideal to look 

           21   at wetland resources, or anything else to that 

           22   extent.  So they did have some activity in the 

           23   late summer and fall of '16 as well, but, as 

           24   Michael said, the primary activity happened in 

           25   '17.  
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  You had indicated -- so 

            2   your actual report will be in November.  But what 

            3   particular date will it be, do you think?  

            4              JAMES ERICSON:  Our target is to submit 

            5   a draft report to the City of New Britain in the 

            6   fall of '17, September/October, somewhere in that 

            7   time frame.  Once we receive review and comment, 

            8   the report will be finalized, and then per the 

            9   legislation copies provided to the Water Planning 

           10   Council and Council on Environmental Quality, and 

           11   then follow the time frame in the legislation to 

           12   ensure proper public comment.  

           13              LORI MATHIEU:  Does that give you 

           14   enough time to study the entire period that you 

           15   spoke of, February through -- you have to stop 

           16   your work probably in August in order to get that 

           17   report done for September.  I think this is a big 

           18   question.  A lot of people have been coming here 

           19   and questioning this issue.  And so I think it's 

           20   real serious on the timing, the amount of study, 

           21   have you covered all months, are you being 

           22   comprehensive.  I mean, we've heard questions time 

           23   and time again.  There's a lot of people 

           24   questioning that.  That's why I'm going to ask you 

           25   again to explain.  You started in February; you're 
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            1   going to end sometime in August.  That doesn't 

            2   seem to cover the entire period of when everything 

            3   you just went through would be studied fully.  

            4   Because that is one of the major impacts here.  

            5              And I'd like to hear more on the 

            6   drinking water side, the water quality impacts to 

            7   that reservoir that is an active source right now 

            8   for the city that we're in, New Britain.  And I'd 

            9   like to hear more about that as well, because the 

           10   statute talks about impact to water quality, 

           11   effect to water quality, effect to that drinking 

           12   water supply.  So I'd like to hear more about that 

           13   as well.  But I'd like to hear more from Michael, 

           14   if I could?  

           15              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Sure.  Again, it's 

           16   somewhat -- actually it's largely weather 

           17   dependent.  But to the extent that the seasons are 

           18   starting earlier, we will probably get through to 

           19   be able to collect all the data we need to in 

           20   August, I've said August/September, to allow for 

           21   some variation in that, depending on the weather 

           22   and so forth.  We will start to work on pulling 

           23   all that information together in August, and 

           24   again, still, you know, think end of the summer, 

           25   or early fall, is an appropriate time frame.  It 
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            1   may be end of October, but we don't -- you know, 

            2   we may need to get one last field visit out there 

            3   on the botanical side in late August or early 

            4   September, but that shouldn't delay the report in 

            5   any significant way.

            6              JAMES ERICSON:  I'd like to add to 

            7   that.  If Michael's firm needs more time after say 

            8   a draft was submitted and requires one or two more 

            9   visits to confirm the previous assumptions in 

           10   September/October, I think there's enough fee in 

           11   the project to allow him to do that, to come back 

           12   and issue any modifications.  So I think I'm going 

           13   to rely on Michael's 40 years of doing this as our 

           14   expert saying when is the appropriate time, but 

           15   not to limit him to this date it's got to be in 

           16   and stop work.  There will be time for him to go 

           17   out there and relook at that to make sure that 

           18   question is answered.  

           19              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any further questions?  

           21              JAMES ERICSON:  Do you want something 

           22   on the water quality right now?  

           23              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, please.

           24              JAMES ERICSON:  Okay.  All right.  As 

           25   far as the water quality evaluation, Lenard 
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            1   Engineering has been working closely with Tighe & 

            2   Bond, our subcontractor.  They're a New England 

            3   based firm, very, very well versed in water 

            4   quality, water treatment.  We have collected data 

            5   and shared that with them of all the raw water 

            6   sources that would potentially go into the 

            7   reservoir.  We're also looking at water quality at 

            8   the quarry itself and in the process of collecting 

            9   several rounds of water quality samples from 

           10   existing stormwater that's there.  They're 

           11   presently summarizing that, doing a treatability 

           12   study, can they adequately treat that water, and 

           13   what are some of the challenges, if any, to do so.  

           14   So right now I have not yet seen a draft of their 

           15   study, but they're pretty far along, and that's 

           16   one important component.  If we do create a 

           17   reservoir at the site, what would the water 

           18   quality be, are there any challenges to treating 

           19   it.  So that will be part of the evaluation.  

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  And also the water 

           21   quality changes when you continue to take away the 

           22   watershed from the existing source and the impacts 

           23   on the existing reservoir, the Shuttle Meadow 

           24   Reservoir.  Right?  That's also being included?  

           25              JAMES ERICSON:  Yes.  We'll make sure 
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            1   that's included.  Yes.  

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything further?  

            3              (No response.)

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  

            5   Appreciate you being here.  

            6              JAMES ERICSON:  Thank you very much.

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Moving on in the agenda, 

            8   next is the discussion of the remaining funds, 

            9   which we've already discussed.  

           10              The Water Planning Council Advisory 

           11   Group report.  I don't know if you have anything 

           12   further on your working groups, Margaret?  

           13              MARGARET MINER:  Well, the two groups 

           14   that appear to be still active are the Watershed 

           15   Lands Group, and of course we have plenty to do, 

           16   and the Drought Workgroup.  Well, Virginia is 

           17   here.  That was an excellent group, and it hasn't 

           18   disbanded, and it still may have work to do.  

           19   Other than that, I believe we'd be looking at what 

           20   groups would be needed going forward.  But those 

           21   two are more or less in place and have the people 

           22   on the list that come to the meetings when we have 

           23   them.  

           24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any questions?  

           25              (No response.)
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  

            2              I don't think we need an executive 

            3   session.  

            4              Old business would be the drought 

            5   report update.  Bruce has a new position now.  

            6   He's coordinating this.  Right?  

            7              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yes.

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Hey, Bruce.

            9              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  Hello.  Basically 

           10   where things stand right now are that the 

           11   Interagency Drought Workgroup has -- 

           12              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Bruce, will you 

           13   introduce yourself for CT-N?  

           14              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  I'm sorry.  Bruce 

           15   Wittchen of OPM.  And the Interagency Drought 

           16   Workgroup, which handles the drought announcements 

           17   and so on, has decided to reach out to the 

           18   individual agencies that are part of the group and 

           19   ask each to designate someone at a level who's 

           20   able to free up some time to work together to 

           21   basically look at how things went with the recent 

           22   drought as far as how things ramped up, how things 

           23   ramped down, and to look into what we can do to 

           24   improve things working with the draft drought plan 

           25   that Virginia's group had provided to you last 
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            1   year.  And that group is kind of getting itself 

            2   going right now, and we should expect over the 

            3   course of the summer that they'll be getting to 

            4   work.  And each of your agencies has a 

            5   representative, along with the Department of 

            6   Agriculture and Emergency Services, and trying to 

            7   coordinate a little better with the Emergency 

            8   Services Agency because this is something they do 

            9   really well.  And so they will take a more 

           10   prominent role in working with the drought 

           11   planning.  

           12              THE CHAIRMAN:  So we still -- right, we 

           13   have to approve it here.

           14              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  It will be up to your 

           15   group to approve it.  And I think that prior to -- 

           16   if not for the most recent drought, you would, 

           17   quite possibly, you know, move forward with that 

           18   drought plan now, based on the comments you've 

           19   received, review them.  

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  

           21              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  But some things turned 

           22   up in going through this drought.  We went to a 

           23   higher level of drought than we ever had.  We 

           24   never had been in a drought watch before.  We had 

           25   not previously had such regional differences.  So 
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            1   that's why the agencies are going to be looking at 

            2   how things turned out, and maybe the plan has to 

            3   be tweaked even a little further.  And I'm not 

            4   saying that you would necessarily go through 

            5   another public review process, because I don't 

            6   know how many changes the agencies will want to 

            7   do, you know, outside of what public comments were 

            8   received, but expect maybe towards the end of the 

            9   summer, or thereafter, to get a presentation by 

           10   somebody better prepared than I am today to talk 

           11   about the kinds of things that may need to be 

           12   updated.  

           13              LORI MATHIEU:  If I might?  So I know 

           14   that the group is moving forward to address the 

           15   comments that were received, and the plan that 

           16   Virginia had worked on.  As you mention, the 

           17   experience that we had, there was a lot of lessons 

           18   learned, and very, very valuable lessons learned.  

           19   There was some legislation.  Legislators are quite 

           20   interested in moving pieces of legislation on 

           21   drought.  

           22              So one of the things in our department 

           23   that we've asked our water utilities to do is to 

           24   review their trigger levels, their drought trigger 

           25   levels very carefully, and update them, if 
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            1   necessary.  Now, we sent that out in a letter last 

            2   fall, and we're going to continue to push for that 

            3   because there were a lot of questions as to, well, 

            4   the Governor has asked for this, and the water 

            5   utilities are over here, and why isn't there more 

            6   of a connection, and why aren't they following -- 

            7   you know, why aren't they one to one?  Well, 

            8   they're not one to one.  It's not that -- I wish 

            9   it was that simple, but every system is a little 

           10   bit different, and has their own unique 

           11   challenges.  

           12              So I've tasked my staff who were 

           13   working with Bruce to think about that because 

           14   that is a real serious concern.  And trying to 

           15   explain it, I know we work really hard to explain 

           16   it in the press releases, but it's really very -- 

           17   it confuses a lot of people, I think, when you 

           18   issue a press release and it says one thing, and 

           19   then the water utility is saying something very 

           20   different.  Now, that might be reality, but that 

           21   is a challenge I think we have to think about and 

           22   overcome.  

           23              I would suggest that if Noah and USGS 

           24   are not part of that group, if they would be so 

           25   kind to assist.  I think they've provided -- in 
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            1   the 15 years that I've been part of this group, 

            2   they provided excellent information.  And if they 

            3   could help us with, you know, thinking through the 

            4   changes we need to make, which I think are fairly 

            5   significant to the current plan, and I think you 

            6   would agree with that.

            7              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  Right.

            8              LORI MATHIEU:  So I think there's work 

            9   to do, and it's not going to be in four weeks.  I 

           10   think it's going to be fairly significant work.  

           11   That's my assessment anyway.  But I thank you, 

           12   Bruce, for leading all of this.  I appreciate it.

           13              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  If I can add one 

           14   thing, and this will probably come to the planning 

           15   council to decide, and that's the question that we 

           16   have a plan that the advisory group's workgroup on 

           17   the drought plan put it together.  We know there 

           18   are things that are very good in there that would 

           19   help immediately.  There are things that should be 

           20   changed further.  It's only a plan.  It can be 

           21   updated in the short term to correct as many of 

           22   the deficiencies as possible.  I know there is an 

           23   opinion, a broad opinion in that drought plan 

           24   workgroup to move forward with what we can right 

           25   now to make improvements.  
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            1              And so we don't want to hold out until 

            2   it's perfect because none of us are young enough 

            3   to see that through the end, but at least to make 

            4   some significant changes, get that thing adopted, 

            5   and continue this process so that as we're 

            6   learning in the future we can keep updating it.  

            7   So I really do think towards the end of the 

            8   summer, early fall, that it may be possible to 

            9   come back to you with something.  

           10              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thanks very much, Bruce.  

           11   Appreciate it.  

           12              WUCC?  

           13              LORI MATHIEU:  The WUCC continues on.  

           14   We're in our second year of planning.  We are 

           15   moving forward this month with the integrated 

           16   report, full steam, which includes items on water 

           17   conservation, emergency planning, 

           18   interconnections.  A lot of things that you might 

           19   find in the executive summary of the State Water 

           20   Plan, you might see being discussed at a WUCC 

           21   meeting.  So the WUCC meetings are playing out 

           22   over the next couple of weeks in July.  I plan to 

           23   be presenting at each WUCC meeting between July 

           24   and August on the State Water Plan.  So next week 

           25   I'm going to be starting some presentations to get 
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            1   the word out on the State Water Plan.  So there's 

            2   a lot of effort moving forward.  

            3              David, do you have anything to add, 

            4   David Murphy from MMI?  Don't be shy.  Come on.  

            5              DAVID MURPHY:  No, you said it all.  

            6              LORI MATHIEU:  I did.  Okay.  Thank 

            7   you.  That's all.

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think it's important 

            9   that as any of us speak on this that you let each 

           10   other know that we keep some kind of file so we're 

           11   not duplicating efforts, or anything like that.

           12              LORI MATHIEU:  True.  I'll be tracking 

           13   also.

           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  We should probably be 

           15   tracking where we're going to speak, I'm sure.  

           16   Betsey and Garrett may be doing the same as well 

           17   as myself so -- 

           18              Okay.  Any other new or old business 

           19   before we open it up to public comment?  

           20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So we are continuing 

           21   to process comments that came in on the 

           22   Connecticut River classification, and that's the 

           23   minimum stream flow update at present.  

           24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.  

           25              Okay.  Any other new or old business?  
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            1              (No response.)

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, public comment.  

            3   Any public comment today?  

            4              Yes, sir.  Come right up.  Give your 

            5   name.  Have a seat.  

            6              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Good afternoon, members 

            7   of the Water Planning Council.  

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon, sir.  

            9              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Mr. Chairman.  Paul 

           10   Zagorsky, New Britain, Connecticut.  

           11              You probably know why I'm here, but 

           12   it's on the -- 

           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  We always like to see 

           14   you, sir.

           15              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  I try to make it once a 

           16   month.  

           17              With respect to the study, there are a 

           18   number of concerns, some of which Lori had 

           19   mentioned, some of which the CEQ has mentioned.  

           20   And the first concern is that the CEQ, when they 

           21   heard the same thing that you heard today, is that 

           22   the study, they're going to complete it, then 

           23   they're going to give it to New Britain for review 

           24   and comment.  And the CEQ said, well, can we see 

           25   that draft before it's sent; or two, can we see 
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            1   the comments that New Britain makes on that.  

            2              And my position on that is New Britain 

            3   is Tilcon.  They have the same lobbyist working 

            4   for New Britain working for Tilcon.  The initial 

            5   proposal that LEI made on June 17, 2016 states, 

            6   and I'm quoting, "We anticipate requiring up to an 

            7   additional two weeks to make final revisions to 

            8   our report based on receiving written and verbal 

            9   comments from New Britain and Tilcon."  

           10              That obviously is the fox watching the 

           11   chicken coop.  Because you probably are aware in 

           12   2007 there was a public act with respect to a 

           13   study to be done.  It was going to be done by DPH, 

           14   but there was a question as to whether New Britain 

           15   or Tilcon could be involved with it.  The Attorney 

           16   General wrote an opinion saying that if an 

           17   environmental evaluator, selected by entities who 

           18   stand to benefit financially from an evaluation, 

           19   the independence of the evaluator is compromised 

           20   because a land lease, which is what it would be 

           21   here, would financially benefit both the city and 

           22   Tilcon.  Neither can be involved in the selection 

           23   of an independent third-party evaluator.  

           24              What's clear on this going back 10 or 

           25   11 years is that, especially with respect to 




                                      56                         

�


                                                                 


            1   Lenard, is they are working hand in hand with New 

            2   Britain and Tilcon on this proposal.  And there's 

            3   some quotes in here.  The kickoff meeting for 

            4   this -- and they use the word quarry project.  

            5   They don't use the word environmental study.  It's 

            6   a quarry project.  To discuss the quarry project, 

            7   it was hosted by Tilcon with four senior Tilcon 

            8   officials.  All the study consultants, Jim Ericson 

            9   was there, Mayor Erin Stewart was there, Gil Bligh 

           10   of the water department and, what's worse, 

           11   Tilcon's lobbyists and public relations people.  

           12              My concern is if it started out with 

           13   they're being so involved, I don't want it to end 

           14   that way.  I mean, there's nothing we can do 

           15   really to not know whether they're going to meet 

           16   with Tilcon, which I'm sure they are, whether 

           17   they're going to meet with Tilcon lobbyists, which 

           18   I'm sure they are, which are going to meet with 

           19   New Britain.  But I think it should be adamant 

           20   that if they submit any of these proposals, you 

           21   need to know who it was submitted to, if comments 

           22   were made, because there's no doubt -- and what 

           23   Tilcon wants is they're not concerned with an 

           24   environmental study.  Everybody in the room knows 

           25   that.  They're concerned with one thing, is 
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            1   getting their quarry, the quarry, that watershed, 

            2   for 40 to 50 years.  

            3              The second issue that I have is the 

            4   scope of the study.  I think it is incomplete.  

            5   This is to look at environmental impacts of use on 

            6   local hydrology, forest ecology, natural land 

            7   resources, and formations and wetland systems.  

            8   You know, you talk about the statewide water plan.  

            9   You've been dealing with this as long as that 

           10   plan.  This goes back to June of last year.  

           11              And your initial approval of the plan 

           12   in a letter you sent June 28, '16 said the focus 

           13   is protection of the environment.  And you 

           14   referenced comments made by the CEQ, and you 

           15   attached them to your letter, Mr. Chairman.  And 

           16   it says that the requirements of Subsection B1, 

           17   which is the environmental, are quite broad in 

           18   scope, and we anticipate paying particular 

           19   attention to the ecological impacts.  

           20              And with respect to the scope -- and I 

           21   think that answers some of the questions you 

           22   have -- I think it's underwhelming, at best.  

           23   They've acknowledged that there are endangered 

           24   species there, the bats.  They've also indicated 

           25   to the CEQ they're not studying that bat habitat.  
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            1   They're not studying snakes.  Firsthand, I can 

            2   tell you there are rattlesnakes up there.  The 

            3   adjacent mountain, which 72 and 84 splits, it's 

            4   called Rattlesnake Mountain.  

            5              They're not studying invertebrates.  

            6   What they are, in terms of when you asked about a 

            7   fall study, they don't seem to be concerned about 

            8   that.  Well, they're not studying migratory birds.  

            9   They've indicated -- and they've asked that.  CEQ 

           10   has said, well, are you studying migratory birds?  

           11   No.  Would you consider studying migratory birds?  

           12   No.  And clearly there are migratory birds there.  

           13   The take of migratory birds without a permit under 

           14   the Migratory Bird Act is illegal.  Essentially 

           15   it's a taking of the forest.  But they're not 

           16   studying it.  What they're not studying almost 

           17   exceeds what they are studying.  It's also the 

           18   scope of how they're studying.  They're saying 

           19   they're studying breeding birds, and the method 

           20   they're using will be identified visually and via 

           21   song, will inventory birds using a habitat 

           22   based -- 

           23              And Dr. Beach is here who is a well 

           24   credentialed biologist.  I'll sing her praises 

           25   because she would never do it.  She was a 
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            1   principal investigator at the Charles Darwin 

            2   Galapagos Island Research Center for seven years.  

            3   And when she talked about that study method, she 

            4   says, "It's a quick method that will document only 

            5   the presence of species that the observer can 

            6   identify by sight and sound during a casual walk 

            7   through the study site.  The resulting data will 

            8   not produce an abundance estimate for any species 

            9   and will not be useful in applying for permits.  

           10   The standard for estimating avian abundance used 

           11   throughout the country is a transect-based point 

           12   count method that includes an estimate by the 

           13   observer of the distance to the bird detected."

           14              They're not using any of those methods.  

           15   I mean, my wife knows birds.  She could walk 

           16   through those woods and probably say, yeah, I know 

           17   that voice, and I know what that bird looks like.  

           18   That's not what this study entails.  

           19              And what is also disconcerting is -- 

           20   and these are quotes repeatedly that he's stated, 

           21   to the paper, he stated before the CEQ, or before 

           22   you is that his stated goal is to maximize the 

           23   safe yield from the new reservoir to serve the 

           24   city while balancing the environmental and 

           25   ecological impacts and which minimizes impacts on 
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            1   the environment.  

            2              Now, Public Act 16-61 talks about the 

            3   impacts on local hydrology, forest ecology, 

            4   natural land resources information, and wetland 

            5   systems.  I mean, my take is how do you minimize 

            6   the environmental and ecological impacts of 

            7   blowing up 131 acres of land?  I don't know how 

            8   you do that.  

            9              There was a TV show when I was a kid -- 

           10   I'm sure some of you may remember -- Hogan's 

           11   Heroes.  And it's almost like the Sergeant Schultz 

           12   approach to this, "I know nothing, I see nothing, 

           13   and I hear nothing."  If you're not looking for 

           14   anything, you're not going to find anything, and 

           15   that's their approach to this study.  This is a 

           16   large, relatively undisturbed block of land that 

           17   probably is adjacent to thousands of other acres.  

           18   It's surrounded by an urban area, which means 

           19   there's a ton of wildlife that has gone into that 

           20   area and made it their home, but they're not 

           21   studying that.  

           22              And lastly, both the CEQ and you have 

           23   indicated that with respect to the environmental 

           24   studies, that they need to provide the data, and 

           25   they need to provide the dates, who, what, when, 
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            1   and where.  Because if they're saying they've 

            2   started this study in February, and they're going 

            3   to be done in August, and Lenard went before the 

            4   City of New Britain last year to get more money 

            5   because they say that it has now become a four 

            6   seasonal evaluation.  This is a two season 

            7   evaluation.  And they're saying they started the 

            8   study in February, but in their October 28, 2016 

            9   monthly report to your agency it says 

           10   Environmental Planning Services has conducted both 

           11   office and field studies on wetlands, wildlife, 

           12   forestry, and related work.  They have completed 

           13   GPS mapping of all wetlands and watercourses on 

           14   the site, and they have completed their summer and 

           15   fall field evaluations on wetlands, mammals, 

           16   birds, and reptiles, and forest ecology.  Now, 

           17   those two don't reconcile.  Because if they said 

           18   they were done with it in October, and they're 

           19   saying today they started it in February, 

           20   something is amiss.  

           21              And, you know, in their May report that 

           22   they submitted it was all -- everything pertaining 

           23   to the reservoir and the quarry essentially had 

           24   been done, but several areas of the study 

           25   pertaining to the environment had yet to be 
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            1   addressed or minimally addressed.  They include 

            2   the bird breeding surveys, the evaluation of 

            3   ecological impacts, the wetland function 

            4   evaluation, and forest ecology assessment.  I 

            5   mean, you need to see the data to know when they 

            6   went out there because I think that's Science 101.  

            7   If you went out there on September 8th, you went 

            8   out there, you note it, and you said this is what 

            9   I saw, this is where I was.  And that needs to be 

           10   done.  

           11              And with respect to the data, you also 

           12   need to see all the nonenvironmental data, because 

           13   they are working hand in hand with Tilcon's 

           14   consultants, with Tilcon engineers, and the City 

           15   of New Britain.  I mean, they've written -- on 

           16   July 5th Mr. Ericson sent a three-page letter with 

           17   probably requests for there's 15, 25, 28 -- 34 

           18   different pieces of documentation or studies from 

           19   Tilcon and New Britain.  So if they're referencing 

           20   the ecological data as all the data that they 

           21   compiled and the documents they compiled, that 

           22   that should be referenced that it was obtained 

           23   from Tilcon, obtained from Tilcon, obtained from 

           24   Tilcon.  They're being paid $354,000 and, in my 

           25   estimation, they're relying -- this is supposed to 
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            1   be an independent study, not saying we're taking 

            2   Tilcon's data.  Are they verifying it?  I don't 

            3   know what they're doing.  I wish they were still 

            4   here to address some of these concerns.  

            5              I'm thankful that the WPC puts this on 

            6   the agenda every month so that the updates can be 

            7   given, and we have a chance to hear.  This is the 

            8   first time I've ever heard that they started this 

            9   in February.  That's contrary to everything 

           10   they've been representing up to this point in 

           11   time.  And, truthfully, my concern is, is all this 

           12   environmental data being done in the months of May 

           13   and June, because it surely looks like it?  They 

           14   went from May with a ton of zeros to their June 

           15   report with 50, 60, 70, 80 percent done.  So I 

           16   don't even think they started it in February.  

           17              So those are concerns I've had.  I've 

           18   had them from the beginning.  It's a year later, 

           19   and I'm still saying the same thing.  So I 

           20   appreciate your time.  

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much, Paul.  

           22              Any questions?  

           23              Yes.

           24              MARGARET MINER:  I have some other 

           25   comments for the public period, or talk on a 
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            1   couple of things.  

            2              But just to follow up on this, the 

            3   independent study.  I know when the bill was being 

            4   proposed, Jay Malcynsky, the lobbyist for New 

            5   Britain and Tilcon, said yes it will be an 

            6   independent study.  Our fault, we didn't insist on 

            7   it being -- that the finances be taken care of, 

            8   but the understanding was that it would be an 

            9   independent study.  

           10              I'm not much of a naturalist, but I was 

           11   taught that in the snow is the time that you can 

           12   identify all sorts of species that you might not 

           13   be able to spot other times of the year because 

           14   they leave footprints everywhere.  So I was trying 

           15   to think when they were talking was there snow on 

           16   the ground back there when they were or were not 

           17   in there, but I heard that, and more experts here.  

           18              The scope of study.  I was doing filing 

           19   over the last big fight over this thing, and I 

           20   believe that there was perhaps a scope of study 

           21   proposed then.  And I don't know if the present 

           22   consultants, if they've been using it, or using 

           23   part of it, or how they have made use of that in 

           24   CEQ, but it might be, it might be an example of 

           25   what the study should be.  In CEQ there was a fair 
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            1   amount of discussion of what would be available, 

            2   the data.  You know, we don't just want the 

            3   summary, the data interpretation.  And this even 

            4   came up during the legislation, what data will be 

            5   made available.  And our belief is that field 

            6   notes, the entire work product of the study is 

            7   essential to evaluating it.  

            8              Second, it's kind of a -- I don't know 

            9   if it's a real public hearing, or an informational 

           10   hearing they're going to have in New Britain, but 

           11   the question was asked in CEQ, people will raise 

           12   comments.  Will you be making those comments 

           13   public, and your response to those comments 

           14   public?  The answer was more or less probably, but 

           15   there might be some barriers to doing that such as 

           16   it might be a Homeland Security issue.  You can 

           17   imagine, I stood up at that point to question what 

           18   an assessment of bird species might have to do 

           19   with Homeland Security.  They said, well, just an 

           20   example.  Why does that example pop into your 

           21   head?  

           22              On Lori's point, one thing I haven't 

           23   seen is you're asking what's the effect during the 

           24   time that we're progressing toward this reservoir 

           25   in 40 or 50 years.  So they've talked about doing 
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            1   some water quality studies, but I'm interested in 

            2   water quantity studies.  This is a reservoir.  

            3   This land basically is a water storage site.  So 

            4   what incrementally will be lost during the work?  

            5   How will that be compensated for?  And I just -- 

            6   it's hard to even get numbers.  Okay.  If you blow 

            7   up, let's say, five acres at a time, or ten acres 

            8   at a time of this land, what do you lose in terms 

            9   of water storage?  Those numbers are hard to -- 

           10   well, we've had trouble coming by them.  But I 

           11   think that's the kind of analysis you need for can 

           12   you really do this work in a drought and not be 

           13   endangering the existing natural water storage 

           14   that you have.

           15              So those are the questions that popped 

           16   up in CEQ, in my mind, and I just wanted to bring 

           17   them to your attention.  Thank you.  

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  

           19              Any further public comment?  Yes.

           20              MARTHA SMITH:  Martha Smith of West 

           21   River Watershed Coalition in New Haven.  

           22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.

           23              MARTHA SMITH:  Good afternoon.  I just 

           24   have a couple, I guess, comments, requests 

           25   regarding the outreach.  
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            1              And, you know, Betsey you mentioned 

            2   that you need to frame a common message as you go 

            3   forward, and you all get together.  And one of the 

            4   things that was mentioned about a week ago by Beth 

            5   Barton was emphasizing the triple bottom line.  

            6   And I'm just putting a push that that gets 

            7   included in your common message.  

            8              And then I also just have a question on 

            9   the outreaches.  How are you going to handle the 

           10   WUCCs?  There's a lot of crossover and back and 

           11   forth, and I'm just kind of curious how -- will 

           12   the WUCCs be mentioned in the outreach, or if 

           13   someone has a comment that really relates more to 

           14   WUCCs, or how is this going to happen?  And then 

           15   also is there going to be outreach for the WUCCs, 

           16   and how will that be coordinated with this?  

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  I have more of a 

           18   question on your question.

           19              MARTHA SMITH:  Sure.  

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  What exactly do you 

           21   mean?  

           22              MARTHA SMITH:  Well, you know, we keep 

           23   hearing that there's things that are overlapping 

           24   between the two, the water plan and -- I guess I'm 

           25   still a little unclear, in my mind, on how the two 
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            1   are going to be integrated.  And there are two 

            2   separate reports, but they're also related.  So 

            3   that's why I'm just kind of curious how is the 

            4   outreach going to be handled for both of them.  

            5              LORI MATHIEU:  So I see the State Water 

            6   Plan as an overarching plan for all water in the 

            7   state.  And, as Kirk mentioned, I think, earlier, 

            8   that it's not an answer, it's not providing the 

            9   answer about you must do this, you must do that.  

           10   It's not telling you what to do.  It's basically 

           11   giving you an awful lot of guidance and a lot of 

           12   thought and a lot of study, as you know.  You've 

           13   been in a lot of meetings.  

           14              The WUCC has a certain very specific 

           15   set of statute requirements to cover.  There is 

           16   statutory requirements, there's regulatory 

           17   requirements.  Those have to be covered.  A number 

           18   of areas overlap.  There's a state policy and 

           19   guidance on interconnections, for instance.  

           20   Essentially the policy is we like 

           21   interconnections.  It's a good idea.  It's a good 

           22   way to share water, a good way for water systems 

           23   to be resilient.  What the WUCC talks about in the 

           24   integrated report, which over the next year in the 

           25   three regions of the state is to ask the water 
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            1   utilities to look at where it makes sense to 

            2   actually physically interconnect, and how much 

            3   water do you have, who has excess water, who could 

            4   share water, who should share water, who should be 

            5   interconnected for resiliency sake, but also for 

            6   sharing water.  And there's a difference there.  

            7   There's the big picture planning, and the policy 

            8   that moves it forward.  And then the WUCC starts 

            9   to look at more of the details and the 

           10   requirements to be met under the statute and the 

           11   regulations under the contract with MMI.  So 

           12   there's the connection.

           13              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.  So if someone 

           14   were to make a comment on the State Water Plan 

           15   that was really more related to the WUCC, would 

           16   you just say see the WUCC or -- I'm just curious.  

           17   Say if somebody wanted to say something very 

           18   specific on interconnections and they were 

           19   commenting on the State Water Plan, but you would 

           20   say this is being determined by the WUCCs?  

           21              LORI MATHIEU:  It depends on what the 

           22   question is.  

           23              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.  

           24              LORI MATHIEU:  Because there's a 

           25   question of policy.  And the overall arching, from 
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            1   what I recall in reading this and being part of 

            2   the meetings, was that interconnections make sense 

            3   for public water systems.  It doesn't say how to 

            4   do it.  It doesn't say where the systems are and 

            5   who should be connected.  That's where the WUCC 

            6   comes in.  The WUCC has the details.  The WUCC 

            7   looks at the big picture policy.  

            8              And are we consistent with the State 

            9   Water Plan?  I would say yes.  And the idea to 

           10   connect water systems is not to move water all 

           11   over the state, but frankly, basically emergency 

           12   interconnections should be in place when you have 

           13   two systems that sit side by side.  Because we've 

           14   seen critical problems happen, and people have to 

           15   put hoses, systems have to put fire hoses across 

           16   the -- so that makes no sense in today's world.  

           17   You should be connected.  You should have an 

           18   interconnection agreement.  You should be able to 

           19   share your water with your neighbors.  Many 

           20   utilities are working toward that end.  And that's 

           21   what the WUCC does, it tries to foster more of 

           22   those interconnections where the big picture has 

           23   been discussed over the last year and a half about 

           24   interconnections and just as a big policy picture.  

           25   So I see those as different but connected.
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            1              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.  Well, I guess 

            2   this will probably come up again.  Because for 

            3   someone who's been sitting in on the water 

            4   planning part for the report, but knowing that 

            5   this whole WUCC process was also going on, it's 

            6   always kind of a little confusing.  And I'm just 

            7   kind of -- I guess I'm urging that there needs to 

            8   be some mention of it maybe in the outreach.  And 

            9   I'm not quite sure -- 

           10              LORI MATHIEU:  Of the WUCC process?  

           11              MARTHA SMITH:  Yes.  

           12              LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, absolutely.  

           13              MARTHA SMITH:  And I'm not quite sure 

           14   how that would be handled.

           15              LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.  I think if 

           16   you're willing to volunteer to be part of our 

           17   outreach group, that would be wonderful.  Because 

           18   I think that's a very good comment.  I think we 

           19   have to make sure we're all consistent and on the 

           20   same page, as well as something like minimum 

           21   stream flow.  There should be discussions of major 

           22   planning efforts that are moving forward while 

           23   we're talking about the State Water Plan at the 

           24   same time and how they interconnect.  So while 

           25   we're looking at minimum stream flow, while we're 
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            1   looking at the WUCC, I think it's really very 

            2   important to explain all of those important 

            3   efforts to people.

            4              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.    

            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

            6              MARTHA SMITH:  Thank you.  

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other public 

            8   comment?  Any other public comment?  

            9              Yes, Margaret.  

           10              David?  Oh, you're pointing to 

           11   Margaret.  

           12              MARGARET MINER:  No, you can go David.  

           13   Go on, David.

           14              No?  Well, I'll go then.  

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

           16              MARGARET MINER:  He can come after and 

           17   contradict everything I say.  I always like to go 

           18   last in case that happens.

           19              Just to follow up on some of the other 

           20   things.  I think Martha was pointing to one thing.  

           21   Some of the comments that came in on the last 

           22   iteration of the plan really went to some of the 

           23   conceptual issues in the plan, what do we mean 

           24   with balance, what is the significance of public 

           25   trust resource, and some basic questions, 
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            1   including, as she mentioned, the WUCCs.  You know 

            2   I find the law quite muddled, the WUCC law, and 

            3   we've submitted lots of questions.  

            4              On a technical thing, I understand that 

            5   the transcripts will be available somehow or other 

            6   from the water planning meetings.  At the 

            7   beginning of WUCC meetings they were being 

            8   recorded, but I don't think they are being 

            9   recorded now.  And I must say there are questions 

           10   that come up in my mind, oh, what exactly did, 

           11   let's say, MDC say in that meeting of the central 

           12   WUCC?  Are other audio records available for that, 

           13   or any records?  

           14              LORI MATHIEU:  The meeting minutes are 

           15   being taken and published on the web page, and 

           16   they are published within a week, and I believe 

           17   every WUCC has those records.  And you can go to 

           18   the Department of Public Health's web page to find 

           19   those.

           20              MARGARET MINER:  Right.  So that's 

           21   what's available.  I find that the topics being 

           22   discussed, the very ones you mentioned, Lori, you 

           23   say you'll see a lot of similar topics being 

           24   discussed.  And interconnections is a very good 

           25   example.  The water plan was spurred into being 
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            1   because of interconnection questions to do with 

            2   supplying water to UConn.  So it's really hard to 

            3   know how to separate them.  And what I'm seeing -- 

            4   and I hope to get to a lot of WUCC meetings -- 

            5   usually is, you know, questions regarding 

            6   environmental impact.  Is there anything in your 

            7   plan in the next five years that might have an 

            8   impact on the environment?  Well, gosh, you know, 

            9   that's supposed to be something that we all know 

           10   and would be considered in the Water Supply Plan.  

           11   So I basically feel that the two plans really have 

           12   many areas of identical topics under 

           13   consideration.  I think people are only beginning 

           14   to tune into the implications of the expanded 

           15   service areas.  

           16              I know in Western Connecticut I was at 

           17   a talk this weekend, and we have the map of the 

           18   expanded service area of Aquarion, which takes up 

           19   most of Western Connecticut.  I've heard at the 

           20   WUCCs, in voting, that they get to decide, even if 

           21   it's a DPH well that's being proposed, as in 

           22   central WUCC.  They said every project has to come 

           23   to us first.  And then a week ago Eversource 

           24   announced that it's buying Aquarion.  So people in 

           25   my part of the state are looking at their water, 
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            1   their electricity, and some of their gas.  The 

            2   dominant utility will be a private corporation 

            3   elsewhere based in two states.  So combining the 

            4   WUCCs with economic changes that may happen 

            5   really, I think, are just inextricably linked into 

            6   the water plan.  

            7              And then just a last comment.  A couple 

            8   of times in the past year there's been a 

            9   request -- and this isn't WUCCs.  There's been a 

           10   request for changes in groundwater classification.  

           11   Repeatedly in all of our discussions we've talked 

           12   about, you know, are we really paying enough 

           13   attention to groundwater, how good is it, how much 

           14   is where.  And I'm sure to be following up.  But 

           15   I'm curious, at least going forward, shouldn't 

           16   requests to the changes in groundwater 

           17   classification really be considered in relation to 

           18   the entire water plan and how much water we have 

           19   available, and where, and who's asking for these 

           20   changes, and how do they fit in with the Clean 

           21   Water Act requirements and preserving A and AA 

           22   water?  I'm concerned.  So for future discussions 

           23   I'm hoping that when requests come in for 

           24   groundwater reclassification, they come to the 

           25   Water Planning Council as a whole and be 
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            1   considered in relation to the state comprehensive 

            2   plan.  So those were my scattered public comments.  

            3   Thank you.

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good comments.  

            5              Is there anybody else there?  Any other 

            6   public comments?  

            7              David, you just pointed to Margaret.  

            8   Thank you. 

            9              Any other business to come before us?  

           10              (No response.)

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, thank you very 

           12   much.  Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

           13   August 1st, here at 1:30 p.m.  Thank you.  

           14              Motion to adjourn.  

           15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.  

           16              LORI MATHIEU:  Second.  

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?  

           18              THE COUNCIL:  Aye.  

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  We are adjourned.  Thank 

           20   you very much. 

           21              (Whereupon the above proceedings 

           22   adjourned at 3:02 p.m.)

           23              

           24              

           25              
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.  Welcome
  


 2   to the Water Planning Council meeting for
  


 3   Wednesday, July 5, 2017.  I'd like to welcome CT-N
  


 4   for being with us this afternoon.  I appreciate
  


 5   them filming our meeting, so we can get our agenda
  


 6   out to the public.  I appreciate them being here.
  


 7              The first order of business before we
  


 8   get into the approval of the June 21st transcript
  


 9   is that I would like to introduce our newest
  


10   member, who I've received a letter from Ben
  


11   Barnes, Secretary of Office of Policy and
  


12   Management, appointing Garrett Eucalitto who is
  


13   the undersecretary of the Office of Policy and
  


14   Management.  And he's going to be the newest
  


15   member of the planning council.
  


16              Welcome.
  


17              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Thank you.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Looking forward to
  


19   working with you.
  


20              And by the same token, I'd also like to
  


21   thank former undersecretary, Acting Undersecretary
  


22   David LeVasseur, for his many years of service to
  


23   the Water Planning Council.  And we may see him
  


24   back in some other role in the near future, but we
  


25   certainly appreciate his efforts and dedication
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 1   and passion for the water plan, and I want to go
  


 2   on record letting him know that.
  


 3              Would you like to say something?
  


 4              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, I would agree.
  


 5   I've worked with Dave for 16 years, and in
  


 6   planning, and he was a wealth of knowledge.  And I
  


 7   wish him well in his retirement.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  I guess I personally, on
  


 9   a personal note, I very much enjoyed working with
  


10   him.  We had a lot of fun.  I think the end
  


11   results are going to be discussed this afternoon.
  


12              So without further ado, the first order
  


13   of business is the approval of the June 21st
  


14   transcript.  I understand there has been some
  


15   difficulty accessing this transcript.  But this
  


16   has been emailed out to people --
  


17              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  (Nodding head in the
  


18   affirmative.)
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- that need to see it.
  


20   If you have a problem getting it, see Gail
  


21   Lucchina, or contact Gail Lucchina from our office
  


22   to get that.
  


23              And I believe the kinks, Mr. Neeley,
  


24   are being worked out?
  


25              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  Yes.  The DEEP help
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 1   desk is working on it now.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  It's been more
  


 3   important as we go through this process.
  


 4              So the motion is order to approve the
  


 5   transcript of the 21st.
  


 6              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  So moved.
  


 7              LORI MATHIEU:  I'll second.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion made and
  


 9   seconded.
  


10              Any questions?
  


11              (No response.)
  


12              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in
  


13   favor, signify by saying aye.
  


14              THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


16   The transcript is approved.
  


17              Next what we're going to do is have a
  


18   final update on the draft water plan report, and
  


19   we're going to hear from Kirk once again.  Per the
  


20   state statute, we are about to recommend this.
  


21   We're not going to take a formal vote today to
  


22   accept the plan.  We're going to actually
  


23   distribute the plan.  It's going to be posted.  It
  


24   should be posted, per statute, on the DEEP
  


25   website, the DPH website, the OPM website, the







8


  
 1   PURA website, and the CEQ website.  And then we're
  


 2   going to also draft a notice for public comment on
  


 3   a 120-day comment period, and then we're going to
  


 4   talk about that outreach a little bit later on.
  


 5   But that's what we're going to be doing per the
  


 6   statute.  So we all have final plans before us
  


 7   today.
  


 8              And with that, Kirk, would you like
  


 9   to --
  


10              KIRK WESTPHAL:  Thanks, Jack.  I would
  


11   have put a tie on, if I knew I would be speaking
  


12   today.
  


13              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're always happy to
  


14   see you, Kirk, and Elaine.
  


15              KIRK WESTPHAL:  We delivered the final
  


16   draft report on Friday, last Friday, the last day
  


17   of June.  It went out electronically.  And we have
  


18   delivered paper copies.  I'll let Elaine kind of
  


19   go through that.  But this is the result of a
  


20   year's worth of work with the planning council,
  


21   the subcommittees, and the stakeholders
  


22   representing water interests throughout the state.
  


23   We look at this plan as the first time that much
  


24   technical information has been consolidated in one
  


25   place, and we hope that that's useful.  And also
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 1   the first time the consensus-based recommendations
  


 2   of stakeholders from every imaginable water
  


 3   interests in the state have been produced.  And we
  


 4   hope that those policy guidelines can be useful as
  


 5   you reach out now to the legislature, to local
  


 6   governments, to public citizens, and explain what
  


 7   the plan is, and how it can be used, and get their
  


 8   feedback on it.
  


 9              So we hope that you have benefited from
  


10   the process.  We think it went very well in terms
  


11   of gathering information, interpreting
  


12   information, and putting it into forms that people
  


13   generally agreed were going to be functional and
  


14   useful on a technical level, and then on the
  


15   policy level finding those areas that we generally
  


16   agreed on by consensus and could put forward now
  


17   as the basis for future decisions and legislation.
  


18              So as you read through it, and as you
  


19   reach out, we hope that we'll be able to find a
  


20   way to help you do that.  I know that's something
  


21   we'll be talking about.  But we hope that you will
  


22   cast this plan as the first time that Connecticut
  


23   has this information in one place in front of them
  


24   to use for decisions, and the first time so much
  


25   consensus has been achieved on a lot of these key
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 1   issues.
  


 2              On the administrative side, Elaine, if
  


 3   you want to talk a little bit about how the copies
  


 4   were distributed and what's what there.
  


 5              ELAINE SISTARE:  Sure.  So as of now, I
  


 6   think all members of the Water Planning Council
  


 7   have paper and electronic copies of the final
  


 8   draft June 2017 dated State Water Plan.  The way
  


 9   that we had agreed upon was providing 16 paper
  


10   copies of the report to the Water Planning
  


11   Council.  I think I've given two to each of Jack
  


12   and Garrett, and Betsey and Lori have at least
  


13   four.  Perhaps I've got another copy for you in
  


14   the back of the room.  We also are providing paper
  


15   copies to the chairs of the Advisory Group, the
  


16   Science and Technical Committee, and the Policy
  


17   Committee, the chairs only at this point.
  


18              But I guess one thing I'll say, like
  


19   Kirk said, it certainly was a great value of work
  


20   done in a year.  I think we've done a lot of, you
  


21   know, collectively made a lot of progress.  One
  


22   thing that I did last week, or we as a team did,
  


23   was prepare our acknowledgements and our thank you
  


24   letters.  So certainly the leadership, the
  


25   guidance that we've received, and then that
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 1   collective effort from the various subcommittees,
  


 2   it was something that, you know, last week --
  


 3   we've seen it all along, but putting it in paper
  


 4   last week made me appreciate it even more.  So
  


 5   thank you all.
  


 6              KIRK WESTPHAL:  I'll extend that thanks
  


 7   to each of the four of you and to the committee
  


 8   chairs.  Bob Moore, Maureen Westbrook, Margaret
  


 9   Miner, and Virginia deLima for their tireless
  


10   efforts working to organize the committees, to hit
  


11   the pause button when things needed to be
  


12   reevaluated, and working toward that consensus
  


13   that we talked about.  Everybody who served on the
  


14   committees, I think, deserves to be commended.
  


15   There was a lot of listening, a lot of discussion,
  


16   but it was all moving toward consensus.  And so
  


17   from that perspective I think it was a very
  


18   successful process, and I extend my thanks and
  


19   congratulations to all of you.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


21   And thank you.  A year ago when we started if you
  


22   wanted me to wager if we were going to get to this
  


23   point, I probably would not have taken it.  We had
  


24   some challenging beginnings to the water plan, but
  


25   thanks to your tenacity, and your great work, and
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 1   also the work of the subcommittees headed up by
  


 2   Virginia, and Bob, and Margaret, and Maureen, I
  


 3   think that we've been tremendously successful to
  


 4   be able to go out with a wonderful plan, I think,
  


 5   for the public to see, and to be able to read, and
  


 6   for the first time ever in the history of the
  


 7   State of Connecticut to have such a plan to go
  


 8   out, and to be able to get input from the public
  


 9   as we prepare to bring it to the General Assembly
  


10   in January of 2018.  So from my perspective, I
  


11   just can't thank you and your team enough, as well
  


12   as Mike and his crew from NEIWPCC as well.
  


13              (Applause.)
  


14              THE CHAIRMAN:  We can applaud, yes.
  


15   We'll take applause.
  


16              KIRK WESTPHAL:  It's been a pleasure.
  


17   Thanks.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Applause to you.  Thank
  


19   you very much.  But our work is not done.
  


20              KIRK WESTPHAL:  So we're going to sit
  


21   in the back now.
  


22              (Laughter.)
  


23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So with that,
  


24   before we move on to -- okay, let's move to the
  


25   whole discussion of outreach right now, and what
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 1   we're going to be attempting to do over the next
  


 2   six months.  I indicated already who, in fact,
  


 3   what departments, in fact, get copies of this, and
  


 4   should have copies posted on their website.  The
  


 5   statute, believe it or not, only calls for a
  


 6   meeting, one meeting.  Of course, we're going to
  


 7   do a lot more than that.  We talked about going
  


 8   out to Council of Governments, chambers of
  


 9   commerce, legislative members, municipalities,
  


10   CCM, groups such as that, to get this out to the
  


11   public.  But we have done, as we've indicated in
  


12   the past, we have done our fair share of public
  


13   outreach during the form -- organization of this
  


14   plan, but we want to continue that.
  


15              Lori.
  


16              LORI MATHIEU:  So as far as outreach,
  


17   we have received from NEIWPCC, also from CDM
  


18   Smith, some ideas and thoughts, kind of a sketch
  


19   of a plan for the 120-day comment period.  So I
  


20   was thinking a lot about it over the holiday
  


21   weekend, and thought that it would be important to
  


22   have one of the Water Planning Council Members be
  


23   a lead on the outreach effort.  And I would be
  


24   willing to volunteer my time to be the leader, if
  


25   you so chose, to lead an effort to coordinate the
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 1   outreach for the plan, to set up who we would
  


 2   present to, what webinars we would do, set up the
  


 3   presentations, work with NEIWPCC, work with
  


 4   whomever else, from people, volunteers from the
  


 5   advisory group, whoever wanted to participate, and
  


 6   from others, from agency representatives, but to
  


 7   coordinate it.  I think somebody needs to
  


 8   coordinate it, and then be able to bring the
  


 9   information back and provide the status updates
  


10   over the next six months.  I think it would be
  


11   important to keep track and to make sure we're
  


12   being effective and casting a broad net.  I think
  


13   you've mentioned that before, that we make sure we
  


14   get out to many, many different audiences.  And
  


15   I've said a number of times, I believe, that we
  


16   need to reach out to business groups, we need to
  


17   reach out to city councils, we need to reach out
  


18   to Council of Governments, we need to reach out to
  


19   environmental groups, watershed groups, town
  


20   municipal groups, inland wetland commissions,
  


21   planning and zoning.  We need to cast a wide net
  


22   and try to figure out how we deal with all of that
  


23   and plan for it.  Maybe over the next three weeks
  


24   we could develop a plan and then bring it back to
  


25   the Council, and I could present on that back to
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 1   you, if that's okay.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, one of the things
  


 3   that we have -- I think that's something worthy of
  


 4   consideration.  One of the things we had talked
  


 5   about historically, as you know, was getting our
  


 6   communications directors together from our
  


 7   respective agencies to kind of sit down and come
  


 8   up with an outreach plan.  And I think we have
  


 9   talent within our agencies that can assist with
  


10   that.  And of course we have at the PURA Gail
  


11   Lucchina who is, you know, pretty much full-time
  


12   on this, so she could assist you as well, and
  


13   maybe DEEP could assist, and OPM could assist.
  


14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think what's
  


15   really critical is framing the common message.  I
  


16   think Lori and I have talked about this before.  I
  


17   think that the sort of summary that CDM Smith has
  


18   put together really does a good job of beginning
  


19   to frame what we need to deliver and how we should
  


20   deliver it and framing that message.  And then I
  


21   think it's really about how do we sort of energize
  


22   and get people out there with the common message
  


23   to broad groups.
  


24              And I think Lori's offer is very
  


25   generous.  I agree that we should utilize our
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 1   agency resources along the way also, but a
  


 2   coordinated effort.  I think we also need to talk
  


 3   about, if we're going to get feedback, how do we
  


 4   integrate that feedback into the final plan we
  


 5   actually submit to the legislature.  We need to
  


 6   start talking about that before we actually
  


 7   actively get out and start the research -- or the
  


 8   outreach process so that there's an understanding
  


 9   because people were talking about how do they get
  


10   heard in terms of their input.
  


11              LORI MATHIEU:  We have set up a docket.
  


12   We have a docket number for comments.
  


13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Neeley, what's the
  


14   docket number?
  


15              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  17-07-01.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  17-07-01.
  


17              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So there's a docket
  


18   number there.  What I plan to do is I'll import
  


19   the electronic version of the latest draft.  And
  


20   then I think the Water Planning Council needs to
  


21   sort of, among themselves, decide initially -- I'd
  


22   like to put a notice up there with it saying
  


23   here's a copy of the draft.  Pursuant to statute,
  


24   you know, there's an opportunity for public
  


25   comment between now and whatever the date is, and
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 1   they could submit -- it will be with instructions
  


 2   on how to submit comments on the plan.  You can do
  


 3   that today.  You don't need an outreach plan.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'd like authorization
  


 5   as chair to be able to do that.
  


 6              Does anybody disagree with me doing
  


 7   that?
  


 8              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No.
  


 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  So we'll get that drawn
  


10   up today.
  


11              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So I'll draft a
  


12   proposed notice for written comments submitted to
  


13   you four, and let you take a look at it, and
  


14   comment on it.
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  That sounds good.
  


16              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  And anybody else you
  


17   want to see it.
  


18              LORI MATHIEU:  It does beg the question
  


19   when do we start the public comment period because
  


20   it's 120-day public comment period.  When do we
  


21   start that?  Do we start right away?
  


22              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  It's got to be at
  


23   least 120 days.
  


24              LORI MATHIEU:  The minimum, right.
  


25              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So it could be, now,
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 1   it could be August 1st, it could be September 1st.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, I'm
  


 3   envisioning -- this isn't etched in stone -- is
  


 4   that we could start public comment tomorrow, but I
  


 5   would hope by December 1st, middle or pre
  


 6   Thanksgiving we have everything we need, to your
  


 7   point, Betsey, to get someone to finalize a report
  


 8   and enter the report based upon the comments that
  


 9   we'd be receiving during the outreach period.
  


10              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think we're going
  


11   to need more than 30 days based on CDM Smith's
  


12   experience with the comments that came in.  So I
  


13   think --
  


14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Maybe November 1st.
  


15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes --
  


16              LORI MATHIEU:  I was thinking before
  


17   Thanksgiving.
  


18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
  


19              LORI MATHIEU:  So to get that holiday
  


20   season time to make the adjustments, as necessary.
  


21   But I think as comments come in, we could also be
  


22   talking about those, and thinking about how to
  


23   make changes.
  


24              THE CHAIRMAN:  And I'm hoping that
  


25   somehow we get some funding to, since CDM Smith
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 1   was so integral to the draft plan, that they be in
  


 2   a situation to assist us with the final plan.
  


 3              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So probably make the
  


 4   deadline the middle of November.  If we start the
  


 5   clock today by posting it, that would be like 135,
  


 6   140 days.  So start now and then run through the
  


 7   middle of November.
  


 8              LORI MATHIEU:  If we could wait to make
  


 9   sure all four agencies have it posted.  If you
  


10   post your notice, and then we link to your web
  


11   page.
  


12              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  However you want to
  


13   do it, or you can just put it -- they talk about
  


14   it being prominently placed on a website.  I'll
  


15   get the notice running, and you tell me how you
  


16   want it managed after that.
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So maybe within a
  


18   week we have that done, and then we start the
  


19   public comment period then.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  That's fine.
  


21              Okay.  So is there anybody on the -- I
  


22   don't think we're going to have a formal vote, per
  


23   se, but is there any disagreement that we should
  


24   not move forward with this?  Anybody have any
  


25   concerns with what we plan on doing?
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 1              LORI MATHIEU:  Sounds good to me.
  


 2   Let's get started.
  


 3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Agreed.
  


 4              LORI MATHIEU:  I want to introduce my
  


 5   staff who's here who can work with Gail, and Linda
  


 6   Ferraro sitting in the front.  You can wave.
  


 7   Linda is the public health services manager within
  


 8   the drinking water section.  She's fairly new
  


 9   within our section, but she's going to be -- she's
  


10   a very, very capable person, very, very capable of
  


11   helping out with a tremendous effort.  So we're
  


12   happy to have her aboard in our section.  And
  


13   Linda will be here at every meeting, and is going
  


14   to be part of the outreach group.
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Welcome.  Thank you,
  


16   Linda.
  


17              And that's a nice segue over to the
  


18   Water Planning Council Advisory Group.  And I know
  


19   that Len DeJong has shared some thoughts with us
  


20   about their role moving forward.  We still, at
  


21   this point in time we need to talk about putting a
  


22   new cochair to work with Margaret in place, and
  


23   John Hudak, as we know, is being considered for
  


24   that.  I spoke to Larry Bingaman, president, last
  


25   week, and he's going to be talking with him about
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 1   time commitment, and going to be getting back to
  


 2   us unless, Margaret, maybe you've heard.
  


 3              Have you heard anything, Margaret?
  


 4              MARGARET MINER:  From Larry?
  


 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.
  


 6              MARGARET MINER:  No, I haven't, that
  


 7   I'm aware of, heard anything.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So as soon as we
  


 9   get that taken care of, we'll be making
  


10   appointments and be looking at the whole council,
  


11   in general, moving forward in how it can fit into
  


12   our outreach plan.  Because, as I have said in the
  


13   past, it's very integral to our whole outreach
  


14   effort, and then perhaps even expanding even more
  


15   in getting the Water Planning Council Advisory
  


16   Group made up of a few people in the steering
  


17   committee, and people from the advisory group,
  


18   people that still wanted to maintain a role in it
  


19   so --
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  Expand it a bit.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.
  


22              LORI MATHIEU:  Because I think there
  


23   are a number of people who were very active in the
  


24   steering committee over the last year and a half
  


25   that we don't really want to lose.  I mean, they
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 1   are valuable to the process.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Absolutely.
  


 3              LORI MATHIEU:  People like Larry, and
  


 4   Sam Gold, for instance, and the representatives of
  


 5   the various groups provided a high level of input.
  


 6   Beth --
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Beth Barton.
  


 8              LORI MATHIEU:  -- Beth Barton.  So if
  


 9   we could look at expanding.  Maybe we wait to hear
  


10   back from Larry, and then go from there.
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.
  


12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, may I make a
  


13   suggestion?  So, as you said, Len DeJong has put
  


14   together physically a Water Planning Council
  


15   Advisory Group white paper.  As I understand it,
  


16   Len has shared that with the Water Planning
  


17   Council members and that we've all seen it.  It's
  


18   really thoughtful.  It has a suggested
  


19   organizational structure that includes how to
  


20   accommodate addressing the State Water Plan as
  


21   potentially a subcommittee.  I think it was Len's
  


22   intention to share that with the Water Planning
  


23   Council Advisory Group after the Water Planning
  


24   Council had a chance to see it.  I would really
  


25   encourage that that happen, as long as all the
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 1   other members are comfortable with that.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.
  


 3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And for the Water
  


 4   Planning Council Advisory Group to consider it and
  


 5   come back with its recommendations.
  


 6              And Len, I don't know whether you'd
  


 7   like to add thinking to that at this time?
  


 8              LORI MATHIEU:  Betsey, I just haven't
  


 9   had -- I haven't had a chance to really look at it
  


10   and digest it yet.  So sharing it beyond us, I'm
  


11   not comfortable with at this point.
  


12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think that it's
  


13   pretty -- given the time and sort of the
  


14   importance, how could we facilitate that shorter
  


15   than sort of the next meeting.  That would be my
  


16   thought.
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  And I could review it by
  


18   Friday.  But I just haven't had a chance to review
  


19   it in detail and get any comments back.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Hi, Len.
  


21              LEN DEJONG:  Good afternoon.
  


22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.
  


23              LEN DEJONG:  Betsey, thanks for
  


24   introducing the concept paper.  And as Betsey had
  


25   mentioned, the intent was to -- because I saw it
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 1   on your agenda today to be discussed, to have
  


 2   something in your hands, thinking that it might be
  


 3   helpful to review.  But we need to engage the
  


 4   Water Planning Council Advisory Group, obviously,
  


 5   so that would be the next step.
  


 6              And I would encourage -- and I think I
  


 7   just heard you say that -- I would encourage
  


 8   getting it out to the Water Planning Council
  


 9   Advisory Group as soon as possible.  It's a
  


10   workgroup process that we are all familiar with.
  


11   The Water Planning Council Advisory Group has
  


12   worked through workgroups.  It basically takes a
  


13   workgroup and creates a responsibility for that
  


14   workgroup to be the implementation of the State
  


15   Water Plan, thereby opening up the opportunity for
  


16   other talented individuals, who Lori and others
  


17   have pointed out, to join into that process, and
  


18   has that working through the Water Planning
  


19   Council Advisory Group.
  


20              So I guess when you're ready, let me
  


21   know, and I will send it out to the Water Planning
  


22   Council Advisory Group because I'd like very much
  


23   to do that.
  


24              LORI MATHIEU:  Len, thank you for your
  


25   work.  I glanced at it.  I apologize.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  It came in Friday, I
  


 2   believe, right?
  


 3              LEN DEJONG:  Right.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  It came in Friday, so
  


 5   Friday before Labor Day Weekend.  So don't beat
  


 6   yourself up.  We appreciate you getting to it.
  


 7   We'll get some recommendations back by Friday.
  


 8              LEN DEJONG:  Terrific.  Thank you.
  


 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's what I'm going to
  


10   do.
  


11              Can you do it, Betsey?
  


12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I'm comfortable with
  


13   it as drafted.
  


14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Friday.  Okay.
  


15              LORI MATHIEU:  And I'll get comments to
  


16   you and the rest by Friday.
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


18              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  I didn't have a
  


19   chance to read it fully because I was reading part
  


20   of this.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm very impressed.
  


22              Thank you, Len.  Appreciate it.
  


23              Okay.
  


24              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Jack, before we
  


25   leave outreach, my understanding -- and Mike
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 1   Jennings has sent us an email.  Actually,
  


 2   apparently he was working on July 4th.  My
  


 3   understanding is that NEIWPCC still has some staff
  


 4   time available under --
  


 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much,
  


 6   Betsey, for reminding me.
  


 7              Mike Jennings, come up here, will you,
  


 8   please?
  


 9              Mike Jennings is taking time off from
  


10   his week off to be with us today.  We appreciate
  


11   that.
  


12              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  Good afternoon.
  


13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.
  


14              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  Yes, we do have some
  


15   resources left.  The exact dollar amount is still
  


16   to be determined.  June 30th starts the period
  


17   where our quarterly financial reports are
  


18   officialized, so I'll have that information when I
  


19   get back from vacation.  But I am estimating that
  


20   we will have the ability to provide about 250
  


21   hours worth of assistance between July 1 and
  


22   December 31st.
  


23              December 31st is when our MOU with
  


24   Connecticut OPM expires.  If we were to not expend
  


25   all the resources prior to that, we could discuss
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 1   possibly, you know, extending that period out.
  


 2   But based on what I hear, 250 hours is probably
  


 3   going to go quick, depending how we're able to
  


 4   assist.  But we do have money remaining in the
  


 5   initial allocation that we received to continue to
  


 6   provide assistance.  And the MOU does have a vague
  


 7   clause in it that says provide other assistance to
  


 8   the WPC, as needed, to work on the State Water
  


 9   Plan.  So I don't think it's a question of does
  


10   the MOU need to be modified right now.  I think we
  


11   can get involved, and it's just a question of how
  


12   best can we help you all.
  


13              LORI MATHIEU:  So Jack, to the idea of
  


14   an outreach coordinator for the councils through
  


15   myself, the idea would be I would work with Mike,
  


16   I would work with any volunteers from the advisory
  


17   group, would work with Gail, work with Linda, and
  


18   put together a plan over the next two weeks, and
  


19   then share that with all of you to get your input
  


20   before the next meeting, which is August 1st.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Uh-huh.
  


22              LORI MATHIEU:  So that we would have a
  


23   solid plan going into August 1st.  And so we would
  


24   have the website.  We have the way for people to
  


25   comment and to view it.  Right now we start the







28


  
 1   public comment period next week, and we put
  


 2   together our plan over the next two.
  


 3              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  And we have some
  


 4   resources that we can -- I need to dig up some
  


 5   past information, but we had an in-house training
  


 6   where the concept was basically how do you put an
  


 7   outreach campaign together, and it talked about
  


 8   different social media strategies.  And it has a
  


 9   template for formalizing the plan based on what
  


10   your objectives are, how many people you want to
  


11   see, how many people do you want to put the
  


12   information in front of versus how many people are
  


13   going to then go to the web and take the next
  


14   step, and then how many people are going to
  


15   ultimately, you know, convert over and come in and
  


16   provide comments.
  


17              So we have some information that can be
  


18   part of the development of that plan that's going
  


19   to tell you, you know, you've got to get it in
  


20   front of 10,000 people to get 100 people to go to
  


21   your website to get 10 people to actually submit
  


22   comments.  But it also talks about where to put
  


23   your efforts and resources to get it in front of
  


24   the most people as efficiently as possible.
  


25              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  One of the things -- and
  


 2   we should have something ready to go today, and we
  


 3   don't -- is a press release.  I mean, we don't
  


 4   have a press person for the Water Planning
  


 5   Council.  We should have something ready, and I
  


 6   don't know if we want to do that --
  


 7              LORI MATHIEU:  How did we draft the
  


 8   first one -- that was very effective -- before we
  


 9   went to the Norwich Council of --
  


10              THE CHAIRMAN:  OPM did it actually.
  


11              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  We have a PIO,
  


12   Chris McClure --
  


13              THE CHAIRMAN:  He did a great job.
  


14              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  -- who is OPM's
  


15   public information officer.  We can definitely get
  


16   people in touch with him to prepare something
  


17   again.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that was very --
  


19   that really --
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, that was great.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  That got us a great deal
  


22   of publicity.  That one press release just took on
  


23   real life.
  


24              LORI MATHIEU:  It did.
  


25              THE CHAIRMAN:  So really good.
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 1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And I'd like to
  


 2   volunteer Corinne Fitting to work with the group
  


 3   who's sort of developing the outreach plan also.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Absolutely.
  


 5              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think it's
  


 6   important that all the agencies be involved and
  


 7   participating.
  


 8              LORI MATHIEU:  Thank you.  That's good.
  


 9              MICHAEL JENNINGS:  All set?
  


10              LORI MATHIEU:  Thank you, Michael.
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Michael, thank you so
  


12   much.  Appreciate you being here.
  


13              Okay.  Anything more on outreach?  I
  


14   think we have a --
  


15              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know who made
  


16   the comment, but addressing comments as they're
  


17   coming, and thinking about how they're going to
  


18   get addressed.  I know at the back end of the
  


19   process we have to think through who's going to
  


20   make changes to the plan, as needed and necessary,
  


21   and my recommendation is somehow we get CDM Smith
  


22   back in because they wrote it, along with MMI,
  


23   right?  Dave Murphy is in the audience there.
  


24   Right?  So I think it would be important to bring
  


25   them back toward the tail end, if we can find some
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 1   funding, to be able to assist on that effort.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey, anything more?
  


 3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
  


 5              Okay.  So the next thing we're going
  


 6   to -- oh, Margaret, do you have anything more for
  


 7   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group you'd
  


 8   like to share with us today?
  


 9              MARGARET MINER:  I have a couple of
  


10   notes.
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.
  


12              MARGARET MINER:  One is you spoke about
  


13   alternates, and we spoke informally.  But the
  


14   group, we have a policy that a member can have an
  


15   alternate if the alternate is from the same group,
  


16   and we did that basically with the health
  


17   districts.  Alicea Charamut will be the alternate
  


18   for Vin Ringrose from the DEEP Fisheries Advisory
  


19   Council.  We have Missy Schlag.  Melissa Schlag
  


20   will be an alternate for Karen Burnaska.  I don't
  


21   know if Melissa is here.  She is the --
  


22              MELISSA SCHLAG:  On the phone.
  


23              MARGARET MINER:  Hello, Melissa.
  


24   Melissa is with CFE, and she has a new title,
  


25   water advocate.  And Karen is coming less often,
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 1   so that's another alternate.  And then I believe
  


 2   the Consumer Counsel mentioned that they were
  


 3   looking at an alternate arrangement also.  So
  


 4   those were notes from our meeting.  And then I had
  


 5   a resolution, which we adopted, that I'd like to
  


 6   read for you.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Sure.
  


 8              MARGARET MINER:  My printer was taking
  


 9   20 minutes to warm up as I left the office, so I
  


10   don't have the 50 copies I had hoped to have.  But
  


11   we voted on this resolution on June 20th:
  


12              "Whereas Maureen Westbrook has been a
  


13   brilliant, dedicated, and effective leader on
  


14   water policy as a member of the Water Planning
  


15   Council Advisory Group since 2001.
  


16              "And whereas Maureen Westbrook has been
  


17   a faithful, diligent, fair, and generous (with
  


18   cookies) leader of the WPCAG.
  


19              "And whereas Maureen Westbrook is an
  


20   absolutely wonderful and wise colleague.
  


21              "The WPCAG hereby awards her the title
  


22   of Supreme Water Wonk and Our Best Friend," signed
  


23   on behalf of the group.  So I will hand that up to
  


24   you.
  


25              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
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 1              (Applause.)
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Margaret.  I
  


 3   can't agree more.  Maureen really was so
  


 4   instrumental in helping us facilitate the
  


 5   legislation for this plan, and working with the
  


 6   legislators throughout the process, working with
  


 7   the council.  And truth be told -- and I can share
  


 8   this now -- she wanted to, because her company is
  


 9   growing and her work responsibilities, she wanted
  


10   to leave sooner, and I asked that she stay on at
  


11   least till we get through this phase, and she did.
  


12   And I really respect her a great deal, and I can't
  


13   thank her enough on a personal level for what
  


14   she's done for the council and for water in the
  


15   State of Connecticut.  So I think this resolution
  


16   is very, very appropriate.  So thank you.
  


17              MARGARET MINER:  You're welcome.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Do you have something
  


19   else?
  


20              MARGARET MINER:  I don't think so
  


21   except we really do miss the sweets.
  


22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I'll have to get
  


23   some cookies for you.
  


24              Okay.  We're going to move on to an
  


25   update from Lenard Engineering relative to the
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 1   City of New Britain environmental study.
  


 2              Good afternoon.
  


 3              JAMES ERICSON:  Good afternoon.
  


 4   Mr. Chairman, members of the Water Planning
  


 5   Council, members of the public.  Thank you for
  


 6   inviting us today.  My name is James Ericson, Vice
  


 7   President of Lenard Engineering, Glastonbury,
  


 8   Connecticut.  With me today is Ray Esponda, Deputy
  


 9   Director of Public Works for the City of New
  


10   Britain; and Michael Klein, a principal in
  


11   Environmental Planning Services.
  


12              At our last -- it's probably been
  


13   several months since I addressed this commission.
  


14   I think one of the commissioners asked for some
  


15   changes in how we report our progress, and we've
  


16   done that in our monthly reports.  One thing,
  


17   which was to provide a copy of the legislation,
  


18   which is now attached to each of our monthly
  


19   reports.  Also, provide more detail on where we
  


20   are on different parts of the project, so we have
  


21   a more detailed percent complete on each task
  


22   there.  And you also asked for an ecological
  


23   consultant to be present at the next meeting, and
  


24   Michael is here to give a small presentation.  We
  


25   had the privilege of being at the June CEQ meeting
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 1   where we made a very similar presentation, percent
  


 2   complete, talked about items of interest to that
  


 3   commission, and we'll make a similar one today.
  


 4              At this time what we would like to do
  


 5   is tell you about the percent complete.  Michael
  


 6   can talk about some of the techniques that his
  


 7   staff has used in collecting the data.  But right
  


 8   now the data is still in progress.  We're still
  


 9   collecting some.  We're still summarizing it and
  


10   analyzing it.  And so we don't have any results to
  


11   present to this commission at this date.  Our
  


12   intent is to get draft submissions from our
  


13   subcontractors, Environmental Planning Services,
  


14   Leggette Brashears & Graham on geology and
  


15   groundwater, and Tighe & Bond on water quality and
  


16   air and noise by late summer/early fall.  And
  


17   after we review that, provide a draft document to
  


18   the City of New Britain in the fall of 2017.  So
  


19   they're the client.  They're going to have the
  


20   first review of the draft report.  So until then
  


21   it's hard to release bits and pieces of data, but
  


22   we're hoping you appreciate we want to provide a
  


23   complete report first and foremost.
  


24              On the latest report, which is dated
  


25   June 30, 2017, once again, we went percent
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 1   complete on the various tasks that we were at.
  


 2   And you've heard me talk about the engineering
  


 3   task at the previous meetings.  I think of more
  


 4   interest might be to have Michael talk about the
  


 5   ecological studies that have been done to date,
  


 6   and then we can answer specific questions to the
  


 7   best of our ability.
  


 8              Michael Klein.
  


 9              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Mr. Chairman, members
  


10   of the council, my name is Michael Klein.  I'm a
  


11   biologist and a soil scientist.  I've been working
  


12   here in Connecticut for a little bit over 40 years
  


13   in the consulting field.  Environmental Planning
  


14   Services, I think, has a somewhat unique specialty
  


15   here.  Virtually all of our work is involved in
  


16   wetlands, biological and soil sciences, and our
  


17   skill set is very broad, as well as deep.  All of
  


18   the members of our firm have at least 20 years of
  


19   experience in those fields in Connecticut.
  


20   Everyone is a registered soil scientist, certified
  


21   professional wetland scientist, but also a
  


22   biologist with different areas of expertise from
  


23   the biological and ecological side.  Jim Cowen is
  


24   a highly skilled field botanist, and a member of
  


25   the Connecticut Botanical Society for decades, and
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 1   a former member of the board of directors.  Eric
  


 2   Davison has a degree in wildlife management.  Matt
  


 3   Davison is a certified forester.  And my
  


 4   specialties are in impact assessment, permitting
  


 5   and mitigation planning.
  


 6              We began our field work midsummer 2016.
  


 7   You may recall that we were here toward the end of
  


 8   the summer in 2016, and we reported that we had
  


 9   quickly determined that it was necessary, in order
  


10   to provide a reasonable analysis of potential
  


11   impacts, to do a full-season biological and
  


12   ecological survey.  Unfortunately, the plants and
  


13   animals don't always go according to our schedules
  


14   and the times that we get authorized to do work.
  


15              In this particular case that
  


16   recommendation was implemented.  The scope was
  


17   expanded to include a full season of field work,
  


18   which we began last winter.  Again, the animals
  


19   and the plants respond on their own schedules, but
  


20   we have so far been successful in collecting all
  


21   of the field data that we require, as it's
  


22   available, including detailed surveys of amphibian
  


23   activity, and vernal pool activity, turtle
  


24   activity.  And that's the sort of the earliest
  


25   part of the field season is looking at the vernal







38


  
 1   pools in the late winter and spring, as the spring
  


 2   proceeds doing surveys for turtles, breeding
  


 3   birds, starting the botanical survey.  Most of the
  


 4   field work is complete, with the exception of the
  


 5   botanical work.  Some of the plants are not
  


 6   identifiable to the species level until they
  


 7   flower or set seed or fruit.  So that will take us
  


 8   through the balance of the growing season.
  


 9              The field surveys, as you can see from
  


10   the report, are between 70 and 100 percent
  


11   complete in terms of data collection, with the
  


12   exception of the forest ecology survey, and Matt
  


13   will be working on that this month.  The wetland
  


14   delineation work is 100 percent complete.  We've
  


15   been focusing on the field data collection, so the
  


16   analysis and interpretation of that data is what
  


17   largely remains to be done.
  


18              We're on schedule to complete the work
  


19   according to the schedule that Jim outlined to
  


20   you.  We would anticipate submitting a draft
  


21   report of our findings to Lenard in the
  


22   summer/early fall.  That will be finalized and
  


23   eventually included as a stand-alone document in
  


24   the report.  So we're fully confident that we'll
  


25   have the ability to provide a complete and
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 1   thorough assessment of the resources at and around
  


 2   the site, and to assess the impacts of the
  


 3   proposed alternatives that are developed.
  


 4              JAMES ERICSON:  Thank you, Michael.
  


 5   And in addition to Environmental Planning
  


 6   Services, a very qualified subcontractor on the
  


 7   same side, Leggette Brashears & Graham for geology
  


 8   and groundwater impacts, and Tighe & Bond doing
  


 9   water treatment and water quality and air and
  


10   noise pollution impacts, also very qualified
  


11   subcontractors with decades of experience.  So our
  


12   intent is to provide a very thorough comprehensive
  


13   plan with our data included in the reports so that
  


14   these councils and the public may view it and make
  


15   their own determination as to the impacts.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Questions?
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  I have a question.  You
  


18   said you started in the winter?
  


19              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Yes.
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  So in order to get a
  


21   full season, you'll have to go through this fall,
  


22   which would be November?
  


23              MICHAEL KLEIN:  There's really very
  


24   little biological activity that was associated
  


25   with the scope that we were asked to look at that
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 1   doesn't occur during --
  


 2              LORI MATHIEU:  You might want to speak
  


 3   into the mike.
  


 4              MICHAEL KLEIN:  I'm sorry.  There's
  


 5   really very little biological activity that is
  


 6   associated with the scope that would take place in
  


 7   the fall and early winter, so October, November,
  


 8   December, January and early February time period
  


 9   really not a lot going on.  The vegetation is
  


10   dormant.  Most of the wildlife is either in
  


11   hibernation or has migrated away.  So our typical
  


12   sort of biological field season for data
  


13   collection starts with the vernal pool activity,
  


14   which is coming earlier and earlier, but still
  


15   usually late February, early March, and extends
  


16   through essentially the last flowering plants and
  


17   just before the first frost, so September/October
  


18   time frame.
  


19              LORI MATHIEU:  Even with the season
  


20   growing longer, September seemed to be warmer, and
  


21   November seems to be warmer, leaves are dropping
  


22   later.  It just seems that in order to get a full
  


23   year of study of impacts, you're going to need a
  


24   full year of time.  And your timing just doesn't
  


25   seem to match with what Lenard just stated.
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 1              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Again, the season may
  


 2   be extending a little bit later, leaves may be
  


 3   dropping a little bit later, but there's still no
  


 4   new activity that we wouldn't have already been
  


 5   able to identify and collect the data on.  The end
  


 6   of the growing season doesn't provide any
  


 7   additional activity.  The breeding birds have
  


 8   already bred during the midsummer.  When we
  


 9   started last year, they're usually hunkered down
  


10   on their nests, a little bit harder to tease out.
  


11   So we prefer to look at them in the early part of
  


12   the season when their mating activity makes them
  


13   active and they're calling, and so forth.
  


14              The plants may survive longer, but
  


15   they've already set their seed and completed the
  


16   growth processes that are necessary to do the
  


17   identification.  The reptiles and the amphibians
  


18   may be active a little bit longer, but again, the
  


19   optimal time period for doing the survey work for
  


20   those organisms is either in the midspring when
  


21   the vegetation isn't so dense that we can't find
  


22   them, and before it gets really hot and they tend
  


23   to hunker down.  So they've already either --
  


24   they've already been -- we've already been able to
  


25   do the ID work that's required.
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 1              LORI MATHIEU:  So you said you started
  


 2   in the winter.  What month was that?
  


 3              MICHAEL KLEIN:  I believe it was late,
  


 4   just the end of February or March 1st when the
  


 5   first wave of vernal pool activity occurred.
  


 6              LORI MATHIEU:  So that's not a full
  


 7   year then --
  


 8              MICHAEL KLEIN:  It's not a full --
  


 9              LORI MATHIEU:  -- in calendar.  I'm
  


10   thinking calendar year.
  


11              MICHAEL KLEIN:  It's a full biological
  


12   year.
  


13              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.
  


14              JAMES ERICSON:  Just to add to that.
  


15   The original scope was to look at a 15-week
  


16   duration and with some field work but a lot of
  


17   record research.  And during the summer and fall
  


18   of 2016, we had the drought.  I know Michael and
  


19   Eric were out on the site.  And because of the
  


20   severe drought conditions, it wasn't ideal to look
  


21   at wetland resources, or anything else to that
  


22   extent.  So they did have some activity in the
  


23   late summer and fall of '16 as well, but, as
  


24   Michael said, the primary activity happened in
  


25   '17.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  You had indicated -- so
  


 2   your actual report will be in November.  But what
  


 3   particular date will it be, do you think?
  


 4              JAMES ERICSON:  Our target is to submit
  


 5   a draft report to the City of New Britain in the
  


 6   fall of '17, September/October, somewhere in that
  


 7   time frame.  Once we receive review and comment,
  


 8   the report will be finalized, and then per the
  


 9   legislation copies provided to the Water Planning
  


10   Council and Council on Environmental Quality, and
  


11   then follow the time frame in the legislation to
  


12   ensure proper public comment.
  


13              LORI MATHIEU:  Does that give you
  


14   enough time to study the entire period that you
  


15   spoke of, February through -- you have to stop
  


16   your work probably in August in order to get that
  


17   report done for September.  I think this is a big
  


18   question.  A lot of people have been coming here
  


19   and questioning this issue.  And so I think it's
  


20   real serious on the timing, the amount of study,
  


21   have you covered all months, are you being
  


22   comprehensive.  I mean, we've heard questions time
  


23   and time again.  There's a lot of people
  


24   questioning that.  That's why I'm going to ask you
  


25   again to explain.  You started in February; you're
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 1   going to end sometime in August.  That doesn't
  


 2   seem to cover the entire period of when everything
  


 3   you just went through would be studied fully.
  


 4   Because that is one of the major impacts here.
  


 5              And I'd like to hear more on the
  


 6   drinking water side, the water quality impacts to
  


 7   that reservoir that is an active source right now
  


 8   for the city that we're in, New Britain.  And I'd
  


 9   like to hear more about that as well, because the
  


10   statute talks about impact to water quality,
  


11   effect to water quality, effect to that drinking
  


12   water supply.  So I'd like to hear more about that
  


13   as well.  But I'd like to hear more from Michael,
  


14   if I could?
  


15              MICHAEL KLEIN:  Sure.  Again, it's
  


16   somewhat -- actually it's largely weather
  


17   dependent.  But to the extent that the seasons are
  


18   starting earlier, we will probably get through to
  


19   be able to collect all the data we need to in
  


20   August, I've said August/September, to allow for
  


21   some variation in that, depending on the weather
  


22   and so forth.  We will start to work on pulling
  


23   all that information together in August, and
  


24   again, still, you know, think end of the summer,
  


25   or early fall, is an appropriate time frame.  It
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 1   may be end of October, but we don't -- you know,
  


 2   we may need to get one last field visit out there
  


 3   on the botanical side in late August or early
  


 4   September, but that shouldn't delay the report in
  


 5   any significant way.
  


 6              JAMES ERICSON:  I'd like to add to
  


 7   that.  If Michael's firm needs more time after say
  


 8   a draft was submitted and requires one or two more
  


 9   visits to confirm the previous assumptions in
  


10   September/October, I think there's enough fee in
  


11   the project to allow him to do that, to come back
  


12   and issue any modifications.  So I think I'm going
  


13   to rely on Michael's 40 years of doing this as our
  


14   expert saying when is the appropriate time, but
  


15   not to limit him to this date it's got to be in
  


16   and stop work.  There will be time for him to go
  


17   out there and relook at that to make sure that
  


18   question is answered.
  


19              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any further questions?
  


21              JAMES ERICSON:  Do you want something
  


22   on the water quality right now?
  


23              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, please.
  


24              JAMES ERICSON:  Okay.  All right.  As
  


25   far as the water quality evaluation, Lenard
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 1   Engineering has been working closely with Tighe &
  


 2   Bond, our subcontractor.  They're a New England
  


 3   based firm, very, very well versed in water
  


 4   quality, water treatment.  We have collected data
  


 5   and shared that with them of all the raw water
  


 6   sources that would potentially go into the
  


 7   reservoir.  We're also looking at water quality at
  


 8   the quarry itself and in the process of collecting
  


 9   several rounds of water quality samples from
  


10   existing stormwater that's there.  They're
  


11   presently summarizing that, doing a treatability
  


12   study, can they adequately treat that water, and
  


13   what are some of the challenges, if any, to do so.
  


14   So right now I have not yet seen a draft of their
  


15   study, but they're pretty far along, and that's
  


16   one important component.  If we do create a
  


17   reservoir at the site, what would the water
  


18   quality be, are there any challenges to treating
  


19   it.  So that will be part of the evaluation.
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  And also the water
  


21   quality changes when you continue to take away the
  


22   watershed from the existing source and the impacts
  


23   on the existing reservoir, the Shuttle Meadow
  


24   Reservoir.  Right?  That's also being included?
  


25              JAMES ERICSON:  Yes.  We'll make sure
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 1   that's included.  Yes.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything further?
  


 3              (No response.)
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 5   Appreciate you being here.
  


 6              JAMES ERICSON:  Thank you very much.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Moving on in the agenda,
  


 8   next is the discussion of the remaining funds,
  


 9   which we've already discussed.
  


10              The Water Planning Council Advisory
  


11   Group report.  I don't know if you have anything
  


12   further on your working groups, Margaret?
  


13              MARGARET MINER:  Well, the two groups
  


14   that appear to be still active are the Watershed
  


15   Lands Group, and of course we have plenty to do,
  


16   and the Drought Workgroup.  Well, Virginia is
  


17   here.  That was an excellent group, and it hasn't
  


18   disbanded, and it still may have work to do.
  


19   Other than that, I believe we'd be looking at what
  


20   groups would be needed going forward.  But those
  


21   two are more or less in place and have the people
  


22   on the list that come to the meetings when we have
  


23   them.
  


24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any questions?
  


25              (No response.)
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
  


 2              I don't think we need an executive
  


 3   session.
  


 4              Old business would be the drought
  


 5   report update.  Bruce has a new position now.
  


 6   He's coordinating this.  Right?
  


 7              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yes.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Hey, Bruce.
  


 9              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  Hello.  Basically
  


10   where things stand right now are that the
  


11   Interagency Drought Workgroup has --
  


12              GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Bruce, will you
  


13   introduce yourself for CT-N?
  


14              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  I'm sorry.  Bruce
  


15   Wittchen of OPM.  And the Interagency Drought
  


16   Workgroup, which handles the drought announcements
  


17   and so on, has decided to reach out to the
  


18   individual agencies that are part of the group and
  


19   ask each to designate someone at a level who's
  


20   able to free up some time to work together to
  


21   basically look at how things went with the recent
  


22   drought as far as how things ramped up, how things
  


23   ramped down, and to look into what we can do to
  


24   improve things working with the draft drought plan
  


25   that Virginia's group had provided to you last
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 1   year.  And that group is kind of getting itself
  


 2   going right now, and we should expect over the
  


 3   course of the summer that they'll be getting to
  


 4   work.  And each of your agencies has a
  


 5   representative, along with the Department of
  


 6   Agriculture and Emergency Services, and trying to
  


 7   coordinate a little better with the Emergency
  


 8   Services Agency because this is something they do
  


 9   really well.  And so they will take a more
  


10   prominent role in working with the drought
  


11   planning.
  


12              THE CHAIRMAN:  So we still -- right, we
  


13   have to approve it here.
  


14              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  It will be up to your
  


15   group to approve it.  And I think that prior to --
  


16   if not for the most recent drought, you would,
  


17   quite possibly, you know, move forward with that
  


18   drought plan now, based on the comments you've
  


19   received, review them.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.
  


21              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  But some things turned
  


22   up in going through this drought.  We went to a
  


23   higher level of drought than we ever had.  We
  


24   never had been in a drought watch before.  We had
  


25   not previously had such regional differences.  So
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 1   that's why the agencies are going to be looking at
  


 2   how things turned out, and maybe the plan has to
  


 3   be tweaked even a little further.  And I'm not
  


 4   saying that you would necessarily go through
  


 5   another public review process, because I don't
  


 6   know how many changes the agencies will want to
  


 7   do, you know, outside of what public comments were
  


 8   received, but expect maybe towards the end of the
  


 9   summer, or thereafter, to get a presentation by
  


10   somebody better prepared than I am today to talk
  


11   about the kinds of things that may need to be
  


12   updated.
  


13              LORI MATHIEU:  If I might?  So I know
  


14   that the group is moving forward to address the
  


15   comments that were received, and the plan that
  


16   Virginia had worked on.  As you mention, the
  


17   experience that we had, there was a lot of lessons
  


18   learned, and very, very valuable lessons learned.
  


19   There was some legislation.  Legislators are quite
  


20   interested in moving pieces of legislation on
  


21   drought.
  


22              So one of the things in our department
  


23   that we've asked our water utilities to do is to
  


24   review their trigger levels, their drought trigger
  


25   levels very carefully, and update them, if
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 1   necessary.  Now, we sent that out in a letter last
  


 2   fall, and we're going to continue to push for that
  


 3   because there were a lot of questions as to, well,
  


 4   the Governor has asked for this, and the water
  


 5   utilities are over here, and why isn't there more
  


 6   of a connection, and why aren't they following --
  


 7   you know, why aren't they one to one?  Well,
  


 8   they're not one to one.  It's not that -- I wish
  


 9   it was that simple, but every system is a little
  


10   bit different, and has their own unique
  


11   challenges.
  


12              So I've tasked my staff who were
  


13   working with Bruce to think about that because
  


14   that is a real serious concern.  And trying to
  


15   explain it, I know we work really hard to explain
  


16   it in the press releases, but it's really very --
  


17   it confuses a lot of people, I think, when you
  


18   issue a press release and it says one thing, and
  


19   then the water utility is saying something very
  


20   different.  Now, that might be reality, but that
  


21   is a challenge I think we have to think about and
  


22   overcome.
  


23              I would suggest that if Noah and USGS
  


24   are not part of that group, if they would be so
  


25   kind to assist.  I think they've provided -- in
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 1   the 15 years that I've been part of this group,
  


 2   they provided excellent information.  And if they
  


 3   could help us with, you know, thinking through the
  


 4   changes we need to make, which I think are fairly
  


 5   significant to the current plan, and I think you
  


 6   would agree with that.
  


 7              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  Right.
  


 8              LORI MATHIEU:  So I think there's work
  


 9   to do, and it's not going to be in four weeks.  I
  


10   think it's going to be fairly significant work.
  


11   That's my assessment anyway.  But I thank you,
  


12   Bruce, for leading all of this.  I appreciate it.
  


13              BRUCE WITTCHEN:  If I can add one
  


14   thing, and this will probably come to the planning
  


15   council to decide, and that's the question that we
  


16   have a plan that the advisory group's workgroup on
  


17   the drought plan put it together.  We know there
  


18   are things that are very good in there that would
  


19   help immediately.  There are things that should be
  


20   changed further.  It's only a plan.  It can be
  


21   updated in the short term to correct as many of
  


22   the deficiencies as possible.  I know there is an
  


23   opinion, a broad opinion in that drought plan
  


24   workgroup to move forward with what we can right
  


25   now to make improvements.
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 1              And so we don't want to hold out until
  


 2   it's perfect because none of us are young enough
  


 3   to see that through the end, but at least to make
  


 4   some significant changes, get that thing adopted,
  


 5   and continue this process so that as we're
  


 6   learning in the future we can keep updating it.
  


 7   So I really do think towards the end of the
  


 8   summer, early fall, that it may be possible to
  


 9   come back to you with something.
  


10              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thanks very much, Bruce.
  


11   Appreciate it.
  


12              WUCC?
  


13              LORI MATHIEU:  The WUCC continues on.
  


14   We're in our second year of planning.  We are
  


15   moving forward this month with the integrated
  


16   report, full steam, which includes items on water
  


17   conservation, emergency planning,
  


18   interconnections.  A lot of things that you might
  


19   find in the executive summary of the State Water
  


20   Plan, you might see being discussed at a WUCC
  


21   meeting.  So the WUCC meetings are playing out
  


22   over the next couple of weeks in July.  I plan to
  


23   be presenting at each WUCC meeting between July
  


24   and August on the State Water Plan.  So next week
  


25   I'm going to be starting some presentations to get
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 1   the word out on the State Water Plan.  So there's
  


 2   a lot of effort moving forward.
  


 3              David, do you have anything to add,
  


 4   David Murphy from MMI?  Don't be shy.  Come on.
  


 5              DAVID MURPHY:  No, you said it all.
  


 6              LORI MATHIEU:  I did.  Okay.  Thank
  


 7   you.  That's all.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think it's important
  


 9   that as any of us speak on this that you let each
  


10   other know that we keep some kind of file so we're
  


11   not duplicating efforts, or anything like that.
  


12              LORI MATHIEU:  True.  I'll be tracking
  


13   also.
  


14              THE CHAIRMAN:  We should probably be
  


15   tracking where we're going to speak, I'm sure.
  


16   Betsey and Garrett may be doing the same as well
  


17   as myself so --
  


18              Okay.  Any other new or old business
  


19   before we open it up to public comment?
  


20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So we are continuing
  


21   to process comments that came in on the
  


22   Connecticut River classification, and that's the
  


23   minimum stream flow update at present.
  


24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
  


25              Okay.  Any other new or old business?
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 1              (No response.)
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, public comment.
  


 3   Any public comment today?
  


 4              Yes, sir.  Come right up.  Give your
  


 5   name.  Have a seat.
  


 6              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Good afternoon, members
  


 7   of the Water Planning Council.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon, sir.
  


 9              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Mr. Chairman.  Paul
  


10   Zagorsky, New Britain, Connecticut.
  


11              You probably know why I'm here, but
  


12   it's on the --
  


13              THE CHAIRMAN:  We always like to see
  


14   you, sir.
  


15              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  I try to make it once a
  


16   month.
  


17              With respect to the study, there are a
  


18   number of concerns, some of which Lori had
  


19   mentioned, some of which the CEQ has mentioned.
  


20   And the first concern is that the CEQ, when they
  


21   heard the same thing that you heard today, is that
  


22   the study, they're going to complete it, then
  


23   they're going to give it to New Britain for review
  


24   and comment.  And the CEQ said, well, can we see
  


25   that draft before it's sent; or two, can we see
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 1   the comments that New Britain makes on that.
  


 2              And my position on that is New Britain
  


 3   is Tilcon.  They have the same lobbyist working
  


 4   for New Britain working for Tilcon.  The initial
  


 5   proposal that LEI made on June 17, 2016 states,
  


 6   and I'm quoting, "We anticipate requiring up to an
  


 7   additional two weeks to make final revisions to
  


 8   our report based on receiving written and verbal
  


 9   comments from New Britain and Tilcon."
  


10              That obviously is the fox watching the
  


11   chicken coop.  Because you probably are aware in
  


12   2007 there was a public act with respect to a
  


13   study to be done.  It was going to be done by DPH,
  


14   but there was a question as to whether New Britain
  


15   or Tilcon could be involved with it.  The Attorney
  


16   General wrote an opinion saying that if an
  


17   environmental evaluator, selected by entities who
  


18   stand to benefit financially from an evaluation,
  


19   the independence of the evaluator is compromised
  


20   because a land lease, which is what it would be
  


21   here, would financially benefit both the city and
  


22   Tilcon.  Neither can be involved in the selection
  


23   of an independent third-party evaluator.
  


24              What's clear on this going back 10 or
  


25   11 years is that, especially with respect to
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 1   Lenard, is they are working hand in hand with New
  


 2   Britain and Tilcon on this proposal.  And there's
  


 3   some quotes in here.  The kickoff meeting for
  


 4   this -- and they use the word quarry project.
  


 5   They don't use the word environmental study.  It's
  


 6   a quarry project.  To discuss the quarry project,
  


 7   it was hosted by Tilcon with four senior Tilcon
  


 8   officials.  All the study consultants, Jim Ericson
  


 9   was there, Mayor Erin Stewart was there, Gil Bligh
  


10   of the water department and, what's worse,
  


11   Tilcon's lobbyists and public relations people.
  


12              My concern is if it started out with
  


13   they're being so involved, I don't want it to end
  


14   that way.  I mean, there's nothing we can do
  


15   really to not know whether they're going to meet
  


16   with Tilcon, which I'm sure they are, whether
  


17   they're going to meet with Tilcon lobbyists, which
  


18   I'm sure they are, which are going to meet with
  


19   New Britain.  But I think it should be adamant
  


20   that if they submit any of these proposals, you
  


21   need to know who it was submitted to, if comments
  


22   were made, because there's no doubt -- and what
  


23   Tilcon wants is they're not concerned with an
  


24   environmental study.  Everybody in the room knows
  


25   that.  They're concerned with one thing, is
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 1   getting their quarry, the quarry, that watershed,
  


 2   for 40 to 50 years.
  


 3              The second issue that I have is the
  


 4   scope of the study.  I think it is incomplete.
  


 5   This is to look at environmental impacts of use on
  


 6   local hydrology, forest ecology, natural land
  


 7   resources, and formations and wetland systems.
  


 8   You know, you talk about the statewide water plan.
  


 9   You've been dealing with this as long as that
  


10   plan.  This goes back to June of last year.
  


11              And your initial approval of the plan
  


12   in a letter you sent June 28, '16 said the focus
  


13   is protection of the environment.  And you
  


14   referenced comments made by the CEQ, and you
  


15   attached them to your letter, Mr. Chairman.  And
  


16   it says that the requirements of Subsection B1,
  


17   which is the environmental, are quite broad in
  


18   scope, and we anticipate paying particular
  


19   attention to the ecological impacts.
  


20              And with respect to the scope -- and I
  


21   think that answers some of the questions you
  


22   have -- I think it's underwhelming, at best.
  


23   They've acknowledged that there are endangered
  


24   species there, the bats.  They've also indicated
  


25   to the CEQ they're not studying that bat habitat.
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 1   They're not studying snakes.  Firsthand, I can
  


 2   tell you there are rattlesnakes up there.  The
  


 3   adjacent mountain, which 72 and 84 splits, it's
  


 4   called Rattlesnake Mountain.
  


 5              They're not studying invertebrates.
  


 6   What they are, in terms of when you asked about a
  


 7   fall study, they don't seem to be concerned about
  


 8   that.  Well, they're not studying migratory birds.
  


 9   They've indicated -- and they've asked that.  CEQ
  


10   has said, well, are you studying migratory birds?
  


11   No.  Would you consider studying migratory birds?
  


12   No.  And clearly there are migratory birds there.
  


13   The take of migratory birds without a permit under
  


14   the Migratory Bird Act is illegal.  Essentially
  


15   it's a taking of the forest.  But they're not
  


16   studying it.  What they're not studying almost
  


17   exceeds what they are studying.  It's also the
  


18   scope of how they're studying.  They're saying
  


19   they're studying breeding birds, and the method
  


20   they're using will be identified visually and via
  


21   song, will inventory birds using a habitat
  


22   based --
  


23              And Dr. Beach is here who is a well
  


24   credentialed biologist.  I'll sing her praises
  


25   because she would never do it.  She was a
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 1   principal investigator at the Charles Darwin
  


 2   Galapagos Island Research Center for seven years.
  


 3   And when she talked about that study method, she
  


 4   says, "It's a quick method that will document only
  


 5   the presence of species that the observer can
  


 6   identify by sight and sound during a casual walk
  


 7   through the study site.  The resulting data will
  


 8   not produce an abundance estimate for any species
  


 9   and will not be useful in applying for permits.
  


10   The standard for estimating avian abundance used
  


11   throughout the country is a transect-based point
  


12   count method that includes an estimate by the
  


13   observer of the distance to the bird detected."
  


14              They're not using any of those methods.
  


15   I mean, my wife knows birds.  She could walk
  


16   through those woods and probably say, yeah, I know
  


17   that voice, and I know what that bird looks like.
  


18   That's not what this study entails.
  


19              And what is also disconcerting is --
  


20   and these are quotes repeatedly that he's stated,
  


21   to the paper, he stated before the CEQ, or before
  


22   you is that his stated goal is to maximize the
  


23   safe yield from the new reservoir to serve the
  


24   city while balancing the environmental and
  


25   ecological impacts and which minimizes impacts on
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 1   the environment.
  


 2              Now, Public Act 16-61 talks about the
  


 3   impacts on local hydrology, forest ecology,
  


 4   natural land resources information, and wetland
  


 5   systems.  I mean, my take is how do you minimize
  


 6   the environmental and ecological impacts of
  


 7   blowing up 131 acres of land?  I don't know how
  


 8   you do that.
  


 9              There was a TV show when I was a kid --
  


10   I'm sure some of you may remember -- Hogan's
  


11   Heroes.  And it's almost like the Sergeant Schultz
  


12   approach to this, "I know nothing, I see nothing,
  


13   and I hear nothing."  If you're not looking for
  


14   anything, you're not going to find anything, and
  


15   that's their approach to this study.  This is a
  


16   large, relatively undisturbed block of land that
  


17   probably is adjacent to thousands of other acres.
  


18   It's surrounded by an urban area, which means
  


19   there's a ton of wildlife that has gone into that
  


20   area and made it their home, but they're not
  


21   studying that.
  


22              And lastly, both the CEQ and you have
  


23   indicated that with respect to the environmental
  


24   studies, that they need to provide the data, and
  


25   they need to provide the dates, who, what, when,
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 1   and where.  Because if they're saying they've
  


 2   started this study in February, and they're going
  


 3   to be done in August, and Lenard went before the
  


 4   City of New Britain last year to get more money
  


 5   because they say that it has now become a four
  


 6   seasonal evaluation.  This is a two season
  


 7   evaluation.  And they're saying they started the
  


 8   study in February, but in their October 28, 2016
  


 9   monthly report to your agency it says
  


10   Environmental Planning Services has conducted both
  


11   office and field studies on wetlands, wildlife,
  


12   forestry, and related work.  They have completed
  


13   GPS mapping of all wetlands and watercourses on
  


14   the site, and they have completed their summer and
  


15   fall field evaluations on wetlands, mammals,
  


16   birds, and reptiles, and forest ecology.  Now,
  


17   those two don't reconcile.  Because if they said
  


18   they were done with it in October, and they're
  


19   saying today they started it in February,
  


20   something is amiss.
  


21              And, you know, in their May report that
  


22   they submitted it was all -- everything pertaining
  


23   to the reservoir and the quarry essentially had
  


24   been done, but several areas of the study
  


25   pertaining to the environment had yet to be
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 1   addressed or minimally addressed.  They include
  


 2   the bird breeding surveys, the evaluation of
  


 3   ecological impacts, the wetland function
  


 4   evaluation, and forest ecology assessment.  I
  


 5   mean, you need to see the data to know when they
  


 6   went out there because I think that's Science 101.
  


 7   If you went out there on September 8th, you went
  


 8   out there, you note it, and you said this is what
  


 9   I saw, this is where I was.  And that needs to be
  


10   done.
  


11              And with respect to the data, you also
  


12   need to see all the nonenvironmental data, because
  


13   they are working hand in hand with Tilcon's
  


14   consultants, with Tilcon engineers, and the City
  


15   of New Britain.  I mean, they've written -- on
  


16   July 5th Mr. Ericson sent a three-page letter with
  


17   probably requests for there's 15, 25, 28 -- 34
  


18   different pieces of documentation or studies from
  


19   Tilcon and New Britain.  So if they're referencing
  


20   the ecological data as all the data that they
  


21   compiled and the documents they compiled, that
  


22   that should be referenced that it was obtained
  


23   from Tilcon, obtained from Tilcon, obtained from
  


24   Tilcon.  They're being paid $354,000 and, in my
  


25   estimation, they're relying -- this is supposed to
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 1   be an independent study, not saying we're taking
  


 2   Tilcon's data.  Are they verifying it?  I don't
  


 3   know what they're doing.  I wish they were still
  


 4   here to address some of these concerns.
  


 5              I'm thankful that the WPC puts this on
  


 6   the agenda every month so that the updates can be
  


 7   given, and we have a chance to hear.  This is the
  


 8   first time I've ever heard that they started this
  


 9   in February.  That's contrary to everything
  


10   they've been representing up to this point in
  


11   time.  And, truthfully, my concern is, is all this
  


12   environmental data being done in the months of May
  


13   and June, because it surely looks like it?  They
  


14   went from May with a ton of zeros to their June
  


15   report with 50, 60, 70, 80 percent done.  So I
  


16   don't even think they started it in February.
  


17              So those are concerns I've had.  I've
  


18   had them from the beginning.  It's a year later,
  


19   and I'm still saying the same thing.  So I
  


20   appreciate your time.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much, Paul.
  


22              Any questions?
  


23              Yes.
  


24              MARGARET MINER:  I have some other
  


25   comments for the public period, or talk on a
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 1   couple of things.
  


 2              But just to follow up on this, the
  


 3   independent study.  I know when the bill was being
  


 4   proposed, Jay Malcynsky, the lobbyist for New
  


 5   Britain and Tilcon, said yes it will be an
  


 6   independent study.  Our fault, we didn't insist on
  


 7   it being -- that the finances be taken care of,
  


 8   but the understanding was that it would be an
  


 9   independent study.
  


10              I'm not much of a naturalist, but I was
  


11   taught that in the snow is the time that you can
  


12   identify all sorts of species that you might not
  


13   be able to spot other times of the year because
  


14   they leave footprints everywhere.  So I was trying
  


15   to think when they were talking was there snow on
  


16   the ground back there when they were or were not
  


17   in there, but I heard that, and more experts here.
  


18              The scope of study.  I was doing filing
  


19   over the last big fight over this thing, and I
  


20   believe that there was perhaps a scope of study
  


21   proposed then.  And I don't know if the present
  


22   consultants, if they've been using it, or using
  


23   part of it, or how they have made use of that in
  


24   CEQ, but it might be, it might be an example of
  


25   what the study should be.  In CEQ there was a fair
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 1   amount of discussion of what would be available,
  


 2   the data.  You know, we don't just want the
  


 3   summary, the data interpretation.  And this even
  


 4   came up during the legislation, what data will be
  


 5   made available.  And our belief is that field
  


 6   notes, the entire work product of the study is
  


 7   essential to evaluating it.
  


 8              Second, it's kind of a -- I don't know
  


 9   if it's a real public hearing, or an informational
  


10   hearing they're going to have in New Britain, but
  


11   the question was asked in CEQ, people will raise
  


12   comments.  Will you be making those comments
  


13   public, and your response to those comments
  


14   public?  The answer was more or less probably, but
  


15   there might be some barriers to doing that such as
  


16   it might be a Homeland Security issue.  You can
  


17   imagine, I stood up at that point to question what
  


18   an assessment of bird species might have to do
  


19   with Homeland Security.  They said, well, just an
  


20   example.  Why does that example pop into your
  


21   head?
  


22              On Lori's point, one thing I haven't
  


23   seen is you're asking what's the effect during the
  


24   time that we're progressing toward this reservoir
  


25   in 40 or 50 years.  So they've talked about doing
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 1   some water quality studies, but I'm interested in
  


 2   water quantity studies.  This is a reservoir.
  


 3   This land basically is a water storage site.  So
  


 4   what incrementally will be lost during the work?
  


 5   How will that be compensated for?  And I just --
  


 6   it's hard to even get numbers.  Okay.  If you blow
  


 7   up, let's say, five acres at a time, or ten acres
  


 8   at a time of this land, what do you lose in terms
  


 9   of water storage?  Those numbers are hard to --
  


10   well, we've had trouble coming by them.  But I
  


11   think that's the kind of analysis you need for can
  


12   you really do this work in a drought and not be
  


13   endangering the existing natural water storage
  


14   that you have.
  


15              So those are the questions that popped
  


16   up in CEQ, in my mind, and I just wanted to bring
  


17   them to your attention.  Thank you.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


19              Any further public comment?  Yes.
  


20              MARTHA SMITH:  Martha Smith of West
  


21   River Watershed Coalition in New Haven.
  


22              THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.
  


23              MARTHA SMITH:  Good afternoon.  I just
  


24   have a couple, I guess, comments, requests
  


25   regarding the outreach.
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 1              And, you know, Betsey you mentioned
  


 2   that you need to frame a common message as you go
  


 3   forward, and you all get together.  And one of the
  


 4   things that was mentioned about a week ago by Beth
  


 5   Barton was emphasizing the triple bottom line.
  


 6   And I'm just putting a push that that gets
  


 7   included in your common message.
  


 8              And then I also just have a question on
  


 9   the outreaches.  How are you going to handle the
  


10   WUCCs?  There's a lot of crossover and back and
  


11   forth, and I'm just kind of curious how -- will
  


12   the WUCCs be mentioned in the outreach, or if
  


13   someone has a comment that really relates more to
  


14   WUCCs, or how is this going to happen?  And then
  


15   also is there going to be outreach for the WUCCs,
  


16   and how will that be coordinated with this?
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  I have more of a
  


18   question on your question.
  


19              MARTHA SMITH:  Sure.
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  What exactly do you
  


21   mean?
  


22              MARTHA SMITH:  Well, you know, we keep
  


23   hearing that there's things that are overlapping
  


24   between the two, the water plan and -- I guess I'm
  


25   still a little unclear, in my mind, on how the two
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 1   are going to be integrated.  And there are two
  


 2   separate reports, but they're also related.  So
  


 3   that's why I'm just kind of curious how is the
  


 4   outreach going to be handled for both of them.
  


 5              LORI MATHIEU:  So I see the State Water
  


 6   Plan as an overarching plan for all water in the
  


 7   state.  And, as Kirk mentioned, I think, earlier,
  


 8   that it's not an answer, it's not providing the
  


 9   answer about you must do this, you must do that.
  


10   It's not telling you what to do.  It's basically
  


11   giving you an awful lot of guidance and a lot of
  


12   thought and a lot of study, as you know.  You've
  


13   been in a lot of meetings.
  


14              The WUCC has a certain very specific
  


15   set of statute requirements to cover.  There is
  


16   statutory requirements, there's regulatory
  


17   requirements.  Those have to be covered.  A number
  


18   of areas overlap.  There's a state policy and
  


19   guidance on interconnections, for instance.
  


20   Essentially the policy is we like
  


21   interconnections.  It's a good idea.  It's a good
  


22   way to share water, a good way for water systems
  


23   to be resilient.  What the WUCC talks about in the
  


24   integrated report, which over the next year in the
  


25   three regions of the state is to ask the water
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 1   utilities to look at where it makes sense to
  


 2   actually physically interconnect, and how much
  


 3   water do you have, who has excess water, who could
  


 4   share water, who should share water, who should be
  


 5   interconnected for resiliency sake, but also for
  


 6   sharing water.  And there's a difference there.
  


 7   There's the big picture planning, and the policy
  


 8   that moves it forward.  And then the WUCC starts
  


 9   to look at more of the details and the
  


10   requirements to be met under the statute and the
  


11   regulations under the contract with MMI.  So
  


12   there's the connection.
  


13              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.  So if someone
  


14   were to make a comment on the State Water Plan
  


15   that was really more related to the WUCC, would
  


16   you just say see the WUCC or -- I'm just curious.
  


17   Say if somebody wanted to say something very
  


18   specific on interconnections and they were
  


19   commenting on the State Water Plan, but you would
  


20   say this is being determined by the WUCCs?
  


21              LORI MATHIEU:  It depends on what the
  


22   question is.
  


23              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.
  


24              LORI MATHIEU:  Because there's a
  


25   question of policy.  And the overall arching, from
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 1   what I recall in reading this and being part of
  


 2   the meetings, was that interconnections make sense
  


 3   for public water systems.  It doesn't say how to
  


 4   do it.  It doesn't say where the systems are and
  


 5   who should be connected.  That's where the WUCC
  


 6   comes in.  The WUCC has the details.  The WUCC
  


 7   looks at the big picture policy.
  


 8              And are we consistent with the State
  


 9   Water Plan?  I would say yes.  And the idea to
  


10   connect water systems is not to move water all
  


11   over the state, but frankly, basically emergency
  


12   interconnections should be in place when you have
  


13   two systems that sit side by side.  Because we've
  


14   seen critical problems happen, and people have to
  


15   put hoses, systems have to put fire hoses across
  


16   the -- so that makes no sense in today's world.
  


17   You should be connected.  You should have an
  


18   interconnection agreement.  You should be able to
  


19   share your water with your neighbors.  Many
  


20   utilities are working toward that end.  And that's
  


21   what the WUCC does, it tries to foster more of
  


22   those interconnections where the big picture has
  


23   been discussed over the last year and a half about
  


24   interconnections and just as a big policy picture.
  


25   So I see those as different but connected.
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 1              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.  Well, I guess
  


 2   this will probably come up again.  Because for
  


 3   someone who's been sitting in on the water
  


 4   planning part for the report, but knowing that
  


 5   this whole WUCC process was also going on, it's
  


 6   always kind of a little confusing.  And I'm just
  


 7   kind of -- I guess I'm urging that there needs to
  


 8   be some mention of it maybe in the outreach.  And
  


 9   I'm not quite sure --
  


10              LORI MATHIEU:  Of the WUCC process?
  


11              MARTHA SMITH:  Yes.
  


12              LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, absolutely.
  


13              MARTHA SMITH:  And I'm not quite sure
  


14   how that would be handled.
  


15              LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.  I think if
  


16   you're willing to volunteer to be part of our
  


17   outreach group, that would be wonderful.  Because
  


18   I think that's a very good comment.  I think we
  


19   have to make sure we're all consistent and on the
  


20   same page, as well as something like minimum
  


21   stream flow.  There should be discussions of major
  


22   planning efforts that are moving forward while
  


23   we're talking about the State Water Plan at the
  


24   same time and how they interconnect.  So while
  


25   we're looking at minimum stream flow, while we're
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 1   looking at the WUCC, I think it's really very
  


 2   important to explain all of those important
  


 3   efforts to people.
  


 4              MARTHA SMITH:  Okay.
  


 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


 6              MARTHA SMITH:  Thank you.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other public
  


 8   comment?  Any other public comment?
  


 9              Yes, Margaret.
  


10              David?  Oh, you're pointing to
  


11   Margaret.
  


12              MARGARET MINER:  No, you can go David.
  


13   Go on, David.
  


14              No?  Well, I'll go then.
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


16              MARGARET MINER:  He can come after and
  


17   contradict everything I say.  I always like to go
  


18   last in case that happens.
  


19              Just to follow up on some of the other
  


20   things.  I think Martha was pointing to one thing.
  


21   Some of the comments that came in on the last
  


22   iteration of the plan really went to some of the
  


23   conceptual issues in the plan, what do we mean
  


24   with balance, what is the significance of public
  


25   trust resource, and some basic questions,
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 1   including, as she mentioned, the WUCCs.  You know
  


 2   I find the law quite muddled, the WUCC law, and
  


 3   we've submitted lots of questions.
  


 4              On a technical thing, I understand that
  


 5   the transcripts will be available somehow or other
  


 6   from the water planning meetings.  At the
  


 7   beginning of WUCC meetings they were being
  


 8   recorded, but I don't think they are being
  


 9   recorded now.  And I must say there are questions
  


10   that come up in my mind, oh, what exactly did,
  


11   let's say, MDC say in that meeting of the central
  


12   WUCC?  Are other audio records available for that,
  


13   or any records?
  


14              LORI MATHIEU:  The meeting minutes are
  


15   being taken and published on the web page, and
  


16   they are published within a week, and I believe
  


17   every WUCC has those records.  And you can go to
  


18   the Department of Public Health's web page to find
  


19   those.
  


20              MARGARET MINER:  Right.  So that's
  


21   what's available.  I find that the topics being
  


22   discussed, the very ones you mentioned, Lori, you
  


23   say you'll see a lot of similar topics being
  


24   discussed.  And interconnections is a very good
  


25   example.  The water plan was spurred into being
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 1   because of interconnection questions to do with
  


 2   supplying water to UConn.  So it's really hard to
  


 3   know how to separate them.  And what I'm seeing --
  


 4   and I hope to get to a lot of WUCC meetings --
  


 5   usually is, you know, questions regarding
  


 6   environmental impact.  Is there anything in your
  


 7   plan in the next five years that might have an
  


 8   impact on the environment?  Well, gosh, you know,
  


 9   that's supposed to be something that we all know
  


10   and would be considered in the Water Supply Plan.
  


11   So I basically feel that the two plans really have
  


12   many areas of identical topics under
  


13   consideration.  I think people are only beginning
  


14   to tune into the implications of the expanded
  


15   service areas.
  


16              I know in Western Connecticut I was at
  


17   a talk this weekend, and we have the map of the
  


18   expanded service area of Aquarion, which takes up
  


19   most of Western Connecticut.  I've heard at the
  


20   WUCCs, in voting, that they get to decide, even if
  


21   it's a DPH well that's being proposed, as in
  


22   central WUCC.  They said every project has to come
  


23   to us first.  And then a week ago Eversource
  


24   announced that it's buying Aquarion.  So people in
  


25   my part of the state are looking at their water,
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 1   their electricity, and some of their gas.  The
  


 2   dominant utility will be a private corporation
  


 3   elsewhere based in two states.  So combining the
  


 4   WUCCs with economic changes that may happen
  


 5   really, I think, are just inextricably linked into
  


 6   the water plan.
  


 7              And then just a last comment.  A couple
  


 8   of times in the past year there's been a
  


 9   request -- and this isn't WUCCs.  There's been a
  


10   request for changes in groundwater classification.
  


11   Repeatedly in all of our discussions we've talked
  


12   about, you know, are we really paying enough
  


13   attention to groundwater, how good is it, how much
  


14   is where.  And I'm sure to be following up.  But
  


15   I'm curious, at least going forward, shouldn't
  


16   requests to the changes in groundwater
  


17   classification really be considered in relation to
  


18   the entire water plan and how much water we have
  


19   available, and where, and who's asking for these
  


20   changes, and how do they fit in with the Clean
  


21   Water Act requirements and preserving A and AA
  


22   water?  I'm concerned.  So for future discussions
  


23   I'm hoping that when requests come in for
  


24   groundwater reclassification, they come to the
  


25   Water Planning Council as a whole and be
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 1   considered in relation to the state comprehensive
  


 2   plan.  So those were my scattered public comments.
  


 3   Thank you.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good comments.
  


 5              Is there anybody else there?  Any other
  


 6   public comments?
  


 7              David, you just pointed to Margaret.
  


 8   Thank you.
  


 9              Any other business to come before us?
  


10              (No response.)
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, thank you very
  


12   much.  Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
  


13   August 1st, here at 1:30 p.m.  Thank you.
  


14              Motion to adjourn.
  


15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.
  


16              LORI MATHIEU:  Second.
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?
  


18              THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  We are adjourned.  Thank
  


20   you very much.
  


21              (Whereupon the above proceedings
  


22   adjourned at 3:02 p.m.)
  


23
  


24
  


25
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