
Sermon 38: 2 Samuel 7: The Davidic Covenant

OUTLINE

David’s promise
David’s praise

INTRODUCTION

One of the key things the covenants of the bible do is manifest the grace of God.  To a 
greater or lessor extent God’s glorious grace is put on display.  And in this chapter we have 
the Davidic Covenant presented putting forward another glorious glimpse of our gracious 
God.  This is one of the most important chapters of the bible because it is one of the major 
steeping stones in the lead up to the coming of Jesus as the Saviour of the world.  As you 
move through the OT you see a development that moves from the vague to the clear.  In 
Genesis 3:15 you see that God’s response to the devil and sin is to promise a man born of a 
woman who will crush the head of the serpent.  In the Abrahamic covenant you see that 
this man will be born to Abraham and bring blessing to all nations.  Under Moses we see in 
the various administrations of the tabernacle and the priesthood the principles of an 
innocent Passover lamb saving God’s people from the Angel of Death, and many other 
lessons.  Well now in the glorious chapter we have another piece of the puzzle added, we 
see that David will have a son who will be king forever.  From this point on the Messiah will 
be known as the Son of David.  

This chapter falls into two parts, firstly, David’s desire to build God a house to which God 
responds with promises to David; and secondly, David’s response of praise to God.  

David’s promises

Our chapter begins with David being given rest, ‘Now when the king lived in his house and 
the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies.’  The notion of rest is a 
massive theme in the bible, the original Sabbath rest in Eden was a promise of the eternal 
life that awaited Adam when he succeeded in his obedience.  He never entered that rest.  
The nation of Israel was promised rest when they entered Canaan, here we are under David
and he is experiencing a measure of fulfilment to that promise.  The rest of the chapter 
however will reveal that the rest pictured in Eden is not finally fulfilled in what David 
experiences but there will be another King and another kingdom which will come with a 
greater rest that is yet to come, something more than mere political rest.  

David has been in a flurry of activity until now, and now he has an opportunity to breathe 
and to reflect.  V2, ‘the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent."  We must appreciate David’s heart here.  His 
house is established, his city is secure, his wars are essentially fought but he is not content 
with merely having personal success, He is thinking about more than his own kingdom and 
happiness but about God’s glory.  In particular he turns to thinking about the temple of God.
In the OT this was a physical building where God’s physical presence dwelt among His 
people.  David sought to honour God’s glory by building a house suitable to His glory, as the
tent of the tabernacle, a mobile home seemed inappropriate to the present situation.  He 
felt a disjuncture between his cedar palace and the tent of the tabernacle.  If we were to 
follow David’s concerns today we would have to turn our minds to the church and God’s 
glory established through its health and expansion in the world today through the gospel.  



Nathan assuming God was with David told him to go for it, v3, ‘And Nathan said to the king,
"Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you."’  But then God reveals to his 
prophet a word, it has bad news and good news.  ‘Bad news David you are not going to 
build Me a house, good news, I will build you a dynasty.’  In many ANE kingdoms kings 
would build huge and beautiful temples to their idols to secure prosperity and victory in 
battle, in Israel God is not bribed He graciously bestows His favour upon us.  

In verses 5-7, the first part of God’s response we see that God has deliberately lived in a 
tent, v6, ‘I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling.’  God has been 
moving with His people.  He has opted out of the usual expensive temple while His people 
have been on the move in order to be with them.  We cannot help but think of the idea of 
the Shepherd, ‘For Thou art with me.’  God is the covenant God who dwells with His people,
a lack of having a spectacular temple is a reminder of this gracious presence.  In the NT 
God takes this a step further and the Word became flesh and tabernacle among us.  

V8-9 shows God’s grace to David in particular, ‘Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my 
servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following 
the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel.  And I have been with you 
wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for 
you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.’  Notice the past, present 
and future elements of God’s grace to David.  In the past God took David from being a 
shepherd and made him a king.  Then we see God’s perpetual presence and enabling of 
David in everything he did.  And finally we see a future promise of greatness.  

In v10-16 God communicates that He is going to do two things.  He is going to establish 
Israel and He is going to build David a house.  In other words, God is going to put His house
on hold and serve Israel and David first.  Here we have the model for fatherhood, and what 
a husband ought to be motivated by.  It is this sacrificial love that serves first, even though 
it is in charge which magnifies the grace of God. This is the beauty of God’s grace, majesty 
serving the unworthy.  This is the pattern for all Christian service.

But let us look at the promises God makes.  V 11 announces God’s intent to build David a 
house, ‘Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.’  How, 
v12, ‘When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.’  
David’s son not David will build a temple, v13, ‘He shall build a house for my name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.’  But what if he sins like Saul, can that 
kingdom be taken from him, v14-16, ‘I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. 
When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the 
sons of men, but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I 
put away from before you.  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me. Your throne shall be established forever.'"’

On David’s death bed Solomon is indeed made king.  Solomon is from his body.  And it is 
Solomon who builds a very spectacular temple.  He is called a man of peace as opposed to 
David who is a man of war and blood.  But this promise points to something larger than 
Solomon.  The promise speaks in terms of a singular Son ruling on an eternal throne, whose
kingdom will last forever.  On first glance you could possibly make it sound like many 
generations of sons, but the wording is literally fulfilled in Christ who is even now seated on 
David’s throne at the right hand of the Father.  The throne of David was a token of Adam’s 
original regency over God’s creation, Christ has reheadshipped the human race by ascending



and taking His seat at the right hand of the Father.  All authority on heaven and on earth 
has been given to Him.  He has been inaugurated into His kingdom; we are in the period of 
awaiting the final consummation.  These promises are like a high school microscope.  The 
ones we had had three levels of magnification, on the surface it appears to be Solomon, or 
an offspring of Solomon, but upon closer inspection you see that God is talking about the 
Seed born to the woman, the seed born to Abraham who would be a blessing to the 
nations.  The temple that the Son is building is not merely a temple of stone but a temple of
living stones, the church.  

Another ingredient of this covenant is where we see that David’s sinful sons will not be able 
to be unadopted from God.  They will be disciplined but never cast off like Saul.  The 
bloodline of David will be preserved by grace until Christ comes.  This reminds us of God’s 
way with us now.  He is a Father and not a judge to us.  He is holy but He will no longer 
destroy us, because of His grace, because of Him putting our sins on Christ, He now deals 
with us as sons.  We must not abuse the grace that has saved us, there will be 
consequences, though we may not lose our salvation.  

David’s praise

How would you respond to God if you were David?  V18, ‘Then King David went in and sat 
before the LORD and said, "Who am I, O Lord GOD, and what is my house, that you have 
brought me thus far?’  We see that he goes into the tabernacle, as close as he can get to 
the holy of holies.  He sits down, and tries to articulate how confounded he is by God’s 
grace.  When presented with such love we cannot but help feel how unworthy we are of it, 
‘Who am I?’  David knows he is a sinner, that he is a nobody, that the things God is doing 
for him and has done for him are more than he is worth.  There is nothing in himself or his 
family to merit this treatment.  It is by grace alone that David has received such blessings.  
We should likewise be amazed, God has given Christ for us, He has adopted us, and 
promoted us to royal priests, He has employed us as His ambassadors and we will have an 
eternal inheritance, part of the reward of another’s work.  ‘Who am I…that you have 
brought me thus far?’

But David’s praise goes from being utterly astounded to whatever is more than that.  For he 
has been talking about all David has received up till present but there is more.  V19-20, ‘And
yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord GOD. You have spoken also of your servant's
house for a great while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord GOD!  And what
more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Lord GOD!’  Please notice the 
words, ‘and this is instruction for mankind.’  David is saying this, all the world needs to sit 
up and listen to what God is implying by this promise to David.  That God is promising this 
eternal Son to sit on an eternal throne is something all mankind needs to notice because 
this is the fulfilment of the promise of Gen. 3:15, the Desire of all the ages.  David is 
speechless that he would be an instrument to this plan of God.  I imagine that Mary would 
have felt the same way.  

Look at David’s response, v22, ‘Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For there is none like
you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears.’  
This God who is fulfilling the greatest promise ever given, this God who humbles Himself to 
use sinful men, this is the great God, there is no other God than this God.  As David looks at
all the other religions he knows there is no other gracious God, no other promise keeping 
God, no other God that serves men first.  It is this display of grace and fidelity that proves 
God alone is God.  His grace is His greatest apologetic.  



Next David meditates on how blessed God’s people are, v23-24.  Notice that God came to 
them and saved them personally from Egypt.  Notice how they are redeemed and set free 
from slavery.  Notice how they are redeemed to be God’s possession and to serve Him.  
They are saved for the sake of His glory.  He demonstrates His power through their 
weakness in overcoming the nations.  They are preserved and established forever.  All this 
God has done for Israel, sound familiar?  God has come in the person of Christ to save His 
Church; He has redeemed us by the blood of the Passover Lamb that we might be set free 
from satan, sin and death.  But we are saved not to be a law unto ourselves but God’s 
possession and for the glory of His name.  God glorifies Himself in our weakness among the 
nations of the earth through the spread of the gospel.  And the church will be established 
forever, for nothing can snatch us out of His hands.  This is God’s covenant faithfulness to 
us in Christ.  

But notice that David prays the promises of God.  David calls on God to confirm His word, 
v25.  He talks about finding courage to ask for what God has already promised, v27.  This is
a model for all prayer.  We can confidently ask for that which God has already promised 
with the firm expectation that He will give it.  We are reminded that God promising it does 
not exclude our responsibility to pray and God condescending to incorporate us in bring His 
purposes to pass.  Someone has said that if there were no promises there could be no 
prayer because there would no confidence to ask anything.  

God shows us His grace through His covenants.  I trust you have been reminded of God’s 
grace to us as it is given to David.        
  
         
       

 


