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Name of Project: Connecting the Gutman Collections to the Black Teacher Archive  

Brief description of archives: Gutman Library Special Collections collects, preserves, and 
makes accessible materials related to the history of schooling, teaching, and curriculum in the 
United States. Black schoolteachers and their historical contributions to American life are 
understudied and under-acknowledged. The Black Teacher Archive is an Andrew W. Mellon 
funded initiative based at Gutman Library to locate, digitize, and construct an online and open 
access portal of “Colored Teacher Association” journals. Launching in September 2023, the 
project has required contributions from over 65 archival institutions to create the post-custodial 
digital collection. Of the 1,841 items digitized for the project so far, about 30 items can be found 
in a Harvard archival collection.  
  

Anticipated outcomes/final product: 

• Prepare a report of the findings of a collection analysis of Gutman’s general and special 
collection holdings of published and archival materials related to Black educators in the 
mid-19th and 20th centuries.  The report will be used to connect Gutman’s resources to 
the Black Teacher Archive, as well as to identify gaps in Gutman’s holdings to be 
remediated by future collecting or deepening connections to partner institutions.   
 

• Enhance the discovery and use of material about African American educators in the 
Gutman collections through the creation of an open-source resource guide.   

Project description:   
Gutman Library seeks a graduate student in African American Studies, American Studies, 
History, Education, Public Policy or a related field to develop strategies for connecting resources 
between the Black Teacher Archive and the Gutman Library Collections. The Pforzheimer Fellow 
will work closely with the Black Teacher Archive Project Manager and Gutman’s Special 
Collections and Research Librarian. Using OCLC’s Green Glass collection analytics tool, manual 
review, and other methods, the Fellow will conduct a collection analysis of Gutman’s holdings 
of published and archival materials related to Black educators in the mid-19th and 20th 
centuries. The Black Teacher Archive is a collaborative effort to centralize publications by Black 
educator organizations in the 20th century. Through a collaborative effort with 65 institutions 
across the country, the project has coordinated the digitization of over 1,825 items. The Fellow 
will help us determine our collection strength, identify opportunities for improvement, and 
draw connections between Gutman’s holdings and the digital Black Teacher Archive.  To 
produce the collection analysis and open-source guide, as well as to enhance understanding of 
the Black Teacher Archive, the fellow will:  

• Research African American education/educator library collections. 



• Review Gutman’s holdings relating to African American educators.  
• Analyze Gutman collection trends and strengths.  
• Suggest Gutman items for digitization for online access.  
• Become familiar with the Black Teacher Archive collection and scope  
• Participate in BTA project meetings and events.  
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