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Lesson Number: 23B 

Subject: Grade 10 Social Science 
Term: 1    
Week: 9    Lesson Number: 23B 
Date: ___/___/2021 
UNIT 9.4: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP 
Topic: COMPARATIVE CASE STUDY: SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT 
Learning outcomes:  
1. Identify the types of rights of citizens in China 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction 

This lesson covers the Week 9 content: 

 LESSON 23: RIGHTS OF CITIZENS 

 
Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible. (I will 

check your Exercise Book when you return to School) 

 

Resource 

Read your Resource 5: Rights of Citizens and complete the Practice Exercise below in your 

exercise book. 

 

The Citizens’ Rights in China 

 

Is China strictly following communist system of government? 

 It is quite interesting to know about China, a communist country that may have 

limited citizen rights and obligation, attached with freedom. The current constitution 

after several amendments state that all citizens are equal. Rapid socio-economic 

change in China has been accompanied by relaxation of some restrictions on 

basic rights, but the government remains an authoritarian one-party state. It places 

uninformed controls on expression, association, assembly, and religion; prohibit 

independent labour unions and human rights organizations; and maintains Party 

control over all judicial institutions. 

 

The following are some of the citizens’ rights issues that China has not addressed. 

 

1. Freedom of expression 

 

The government has multiple controls over all media and publications. There is 

internet censor that blocks outside content from reaching the Chinese users. 

Punishments are given in the form of jail sentence, or detainment and their work 

deleted. 

 

2. Freedom of religion 
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Although the constitution guarantees freedom of religion, the government restricts 

religious practices to officially approved mosques, churches, temples, and 

monasteries organized by five officially recognized religious organizations. It audits 

the activities, employee details, and financial records of religious bodies, and 

retains control over religious personnel appointments, publications, and seminary 

applications. Unregistered spiritual groups such as Protestant ―house churches‖ 

are deemed unlawful and subjected to raids and closures. Members are harassed 

and leaders are detained and sometimes jailed. 

 

3. Health and disability rights 

 

This right is not properly addressed where there were people affected through 

environmental pollution and related threats to health. Laws were also enacted to 

protect people living with disability but as usual there were loopholes to this 

amendment. 

 

4. Women’s Rights 

 

Women’s reproductive rights and access to reproductive health remain severely 

curtailed under China’s population planning regulations. While the government 

announced that Chinese couples will now be allowed two children if either parent 

was a single child, the measure does not change the foundations of China’s 

government enforced family planning policy, which includes the use of legal and 

other tough measures—such as administrative sanctions, fines, and coercive 

measures, including forced abortion—to control reproductive choices. 

 

5. Migrant and Labour Rights 

 

The official All-China Federation of Trade Unions (ACFTU) continued to be the 

only legal representative of workers; independent labour unions are forbidden. 

Despite this limitation, workers have become increasingly vocal and active in 

striving for better working conditions across the country, including by staging 

protests and strikes. 

 

6. Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 

 

To date there is still no law protecting people from discrimination on the basis of 

sexual orientation or gender identity, which remains common especially in the 

workplace. Same-sex partnership and marriage are not recognized under Chinese 

law. 

China participated in the review of its compliance with the Convention on the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities by the international treaty body charged with 

monitoring implementation of the convention and a review of its overall human 
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rights record at the UN Human Rights Council, but it failed to provide basic 

information or provided deeply misleading information on torture, arbitrary, 

detention, and restrictions on freedom of expression. The UN agencies operating 

inside China remain tightly restricted, their activities are closely monitored by the 

authorities 

 

Practice Exercise 1 

Copy the Question and then answer in your exercise book. 

1. Explain how the Chinese’s lack of freedom of expression will benefit the government. 

2. Write whether you agree or disagree next to each statement below. Justify your answer. 

i. My obligation is to disrespect the constitution.  

ii. In China, there is freedom of speech. 

iii. Law guarantees our right and freedom and at the same time imposes upon us duties and 

obligation. 

iv. China observes all the Articles of the UN Declaration of Rights. 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the end of Lesson 23. Next lesson is: 

 Lesson 24:Law & Order -  China 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


