
31 January 2021 Year B

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 714
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden not your hearts.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 1 February 2021 - SAT 6 February 2021
MON: Hebrews 11: 32-40, Mark 5: 1-20 TUE: R1: Malachi 3: 1-4, R2: Hebrews 2: 14-18, Luke 2: 22-40 
WED: Hebrews 12: 4-7, 11-15, Mark 6: 1-6 THU: Hebrews 12: 18-19, 21-24, Mark 6: 7-13 FRI: Hebrews 
13: 1-8, Mark 6: 14-29 SAT: Hebrews 13: 15-17, 20-21, Mark 6: 30-34

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Fourth Week of Ordinary Time – 31 January 2021

On the Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time Mark's Gospel brings us the story of Jesus driving out unclean spirits from a man in the 
synagogue. The people are impressed because he taught with authority in ways the scribes did not and they marveled that even 
the unclean spirits obey him.

Tuesday is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, with its own special readings. Friday is the Memorial of Saint Agatha, Virgin 
and Martyr and Saturday the Memorial of Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs.

The first reading this week continues with the Letter to the Hebrews. Jesus is priest and we should not be discouraged.

In Mark’s Gospel this week, Jesus continues to heal and teach. A man in the Gerasenes is healed of unclean spirits and wants 
to stay with Jesus but he tells the man, “Go home to your family and announce to them all that the Lord in his pity has done 
for you.” The young daughter of a synagogue official is sick and on the way to cure her, as Jesus stood in a crowd, he felt 
the power go out of him as a woman with a hemorrhage touched his cloak. “Your faith has saved you,” he reassures her. To 
the synagogue official he says, “Do not be afraid; just have faith” and heals his daughter. He teaches in the synagogue in his 
hometown “and they took offense at him.”  He was not able to perform miracles there, because of their lack of faith. Jesus 
sends his apostles, in twos, to share the good news. After publicly promising a dancer anything she wants, Herod reluctantly 
gives the girl her wish and orders John the Baptist to be beheaded. When Jesus' disciples return from their journeys, he 
encourages them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” But as they tried to get away “and saw 
the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach 
them many things.”

The Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time has readings that deal with suffering and weakness. In Mark's Gospel, we see Jesus go to 
Simon Peter's house to heal Peter's mother-in-law. Crowds of people gather for healing outside the house. In the morning, Jesus 
slips away to pray, only to be searched out by Peter. Jesus says, “Let us go on to the nearby villages that I may preach there also. 
For this purpose have I come.”

Daily Prayer This Week

The readings this week seem to be about healing and call. In our ongoing renewal, we can ask our Lord to be continually healed 
of what is getting in my way and to continually be more and more open to my call.

Even though we are trying to be people who find intimacy with God in the very midst of our everyday lives, there might be 
moments this week when we plug into a really great connection with our Lord. So often that happens when we find ourselves in 
need of healing. Perhaps after many years of one part of our life being dominated by an unclean spirit, we discover a readiness 
to be whole again, pure again. Maybe we encounter a sin that has become “my” sin, my obstacle to growth in my relationship 
with God. This may be the week to open my heart to pure grace and reconciliation.

This could be the week when we discover what a handicap fear itself is in my life. It may be the reason I don't ask or even reach 
out to touch Jesus for healing. This may be the week we are being invited to no longer be afraid and to let our Lord love us and 
heal us. Touching his cloak, without words, may be enough for us.

This week, like so many, can be a time for us to be consciously aware of our being called - placed in a position of being his 
disciple. In that situation, whatever way the invitation comes to us, we are clearly facing an opportunity to be a source of 
good news, rather than bad news; to love tenderly, rather than selfishly; to be a gatherer of others, rather than a divider; and 
to be a source of compassion, rather than a heartless judge. And, when that happens, we can delight in spending a bit more 

time with Jesus, comforting us for being his disciple there. We can “come away with him” for even a brief moment and give 
thanks that we had that taste of his ministry, happening through us.

When we rest each night this week, expressing our thanks for this daily prayer is quite in order.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Reflection

I Know Who You Are

Mark’s gospel marks the inauguration of Jesus’ public ministry with a scene in which he demonstrates his teaching and his 
power over an “unclean” spirit.  Trying to grasp what they have observed, the gathered crowd describes the particular quality 
of his teaching:  he teaches as “one having authority.”  This teaching authority is matched by his authority over evil.  Yet, for 
all that, the crowd does not seem to be able to identify the source of this authority and power. The source is identified by an 
unlikely voice—that of the possessed man, who shouts out: “I know who you are — the Holy One of God!”

Throughout the gospel of Mark, amidst the continual teaching and miracle-working of Jesus, the question lingers:  Who is this 
man?  This continues until, at the moment of his death on the cross, another unlikely voice reveals Jesus’ identity:  the Roman 
soldier who sees Jesus die calls out: “Truly this man was the Son of God!”

We can admire the teachings of Jesus.  And why not?  They have had a major influence on the western world and much beyond.  
We can marvel at the miracles described in the gospels.  But do we really grasp and abide in the truth of WHO HE IS?  Jesus, not 
merely a “good man” or the “best of men,” but the Holy One of God, the Son of God.

And what difference would that make?  If we could grasp in a consistent way the truth of who he is, would that change anything 
in our lives?

Thomas Merton, Trappist monk and one of the best known American Catholics of the last century, experienced his conversion 
journey in stages.  One of the most important experiences of that journey occurred when he visited the Church of Saints Cosmas 
and Damian in Rome.  As he gazed at the mosaic of Christ in glory which surrounds the altar, it suddenly dawned on him:  the 
Jesus spoken of by Christians is no mere “historical figure” but the Lord who is alive and who interacts with those who believe 
in and worship him.  This experience contributed powerfully to Merton’s conversion to a deeper Christian faith, then to the 
Catholic faith and eventually to his monastic vocation.

Have we encountered Jesus in this way, as someone alive and who is in relationship with us?  Or do we still relate to him as 
someone from “back then” and “out there”?  Pope Francis, in quoting words of his predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI, reminds us: 
“Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life 
a new horizon and a decisive direction.”

Jesus, draw us to know you in our hearts as you are:  the Holy One of God, the Son of God, our Savior and Lord, alive and 
in our midst!

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/012421.html

Year of St. Joseph (8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021)

For the next four weeks, we will be introducing four prayers to St. Joseph which can be prayed by everyone and also can be 
specifically for some groups of people, namely; Prayer For Purity (for the youths), Prayer For A Happy Death (for the dying), 
Prayer to St. Joseph, Protector of the Church (for the Church) and Litany of St. Joseph.

Week 3

PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH, PROTECTOR OF THE CHURCH

St. Joseph, husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus,
you have been charged with the protection of the universal Church
so that you might care for all the children of the Kingdom
in the same way you lovingly cared for the members of the Holy Family.
From heaven, where you now live with Jesus and Mary,
Guide and protect the people of God walking toward fullness of life.
Bring together from the four corners of the world all your children
so that they may live in one Spirit. 
Lead all Christians to unity in the same faith.
Obtain for the Holy Father, for all our bishops, and for all the faithful, who with them, form the Church community, 
the graces of enlightenment and strength 
so that all may live in the teaching of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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This message is regarding the CatholicSG Telegram channel 
(https://t.me/CatholicSG). Our Church has been finding a way to reach 
out to our Catholics in a non-intrusive and timely manner. Since 2017, we 
have started the channel on Telegram to allow our laity to receive important 
messages delivered directly to their mobile phones. 

However, not many people are aware of this channel. We need your help in 
creating awareness of this channel, so that they can know of the happenings 
in our local Church - i.e. Chancery notices, MARS booking, etc. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO - Share this image and text! 
 1. On your social media channels or 
 2. On your WhatsApp chat groups or 
 3. To those who have recently joined Telegram

“Hello! Want to be in the know and never miss any of our Church’s official messages? Join the Telegram 
channel (https://t.me/CatholicSG) and receive important information directly on your mobile!” 

Thank you for being part of this effort in spreading this message to your flock!

Drawing from the same spirit of the law of Ash Wednesday and in 
consultation with His Grace - during this time of the Covid-19 
pandemic, to minimise contact with multiple persons, the church will 
not be distributing oranges this Lunar New Year. As such, we 
encourage everyone to bring their own oranges to be blessed by the 
presider after Mass.

During the Blessing of oranges, the Presider prays the prayer from 
the Sanctuary, while the people raise the oranges to be Blessed from 
the pews.

While this may seem impersonal during 
these unusual circumstances, let us 

celebrate the spirit of the Lunar New 
Year as best we can whilst still 
observing the necessary 
precautions that will protect our 
familes and loved ones.

Thank you and have a blessed 
Lunar New Year!



by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Join us online with the links below: 

Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

将通过以下 Facebook 与 Youtube 链接播放。

1月30日，星期六，早上10.00时

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。

修会生活的演变



A Call to Share in God's Plan - 
The work of a Catechist is truly 
God's work. Because of this, a 
Catechist is called, not just to 
teach, but to partake in the 
mission of God to bring Christ's 
light to all. We ask for prayers 
that more people will respond to 
this calling and the grace for us 
to seek out the right catechists. 
If any of you feel called or would 
like to discern your call,
please contact Nicolette at the 
following email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

The CCD Ministry is pleased 
to announce that registration 
for catechism classes for new 
applicants are now open for 
Year 2021 intake. Catechism 
classes are currently conducted 
online every Sundays.

In tandem with registration for 
students, the CCD Ministry is 
also actively recruiting parents 
to join our team of catechists 
and parent volunteers. 
 
For more more information, pls 
email Nicolette at 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

Reg

istration for Catechism



1870 - 2020

and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2: 5

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.

拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these at only SGD600.00*

只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received

有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Church of Saints Peter and Paul Singapore
sp
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50
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Order now!
Fewer than 100 sets left! All proceeds go to the church.

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

Send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email or through Facebook Messenger below



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (every Wednesday only, from 13 January 2021)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 7.30pm, 
Saturday and Sunday: 9.00am - 4.30pm
Public Holidays: Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.30pm - 5.00pm) .Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 

 

SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE


