
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Branch HQ: The George Inn, Main Road, Wilby. The village is on the outskirts of Wellingborough and Main 

Road is the A4500 that runs from Wellingborough to Northampton. For SatNav users the post code is NN8 
2UB. It’s only a few minutes away from the A45 and A509 so there is easy access from most directions. 
The pub has a large tarmac car park and, for those of you who like a pint, there are a couple of real ales on 
tap. 

Pure Triumph Films Shows: On the second Tuesday of each month at Pure Triumph, Wellingborough at 
7.30pm. Free admission but it’s probably best if you contact the shop beforehand to save a wasted journey: 
kevin.lington@puretriumph.co.uk. We are forging closer ties with Pure Triumph, the first fruit of which was 
the Branch’s attendance at the launch of the Trophy in November. Expect a few more joint events in 2013. 

Jack’s Hill Café Bike Night: The bike nights continue through the winter on the 1st Friday of each month. 
Find it on the A5 just north of Towcester. 
 

Northants Branch Events List 

Wed 21st November Branch Night at The George 

Wed 5th December Branch Night at The George 

Tue 11th December East Northants Classic Club’s “Stuff the Turkey” at the 19th Hole, Irchester. 
We’ve been invited back to help the ENCC celebrate Christmas with Fish & 
Chips (or possibly Chicken & Chips). 

Cost will be around £7. Advance bookings via Phil Short 

Wed 19th December Branch Night at The George 

Wed 26th December Wild & Woolly Scramble at The Arm Farm, Blisworth, near Northampton. Yes, 
after a 1-year sojourn at Market Harborough the race is back where it belongs.  

Don’t know what the start time is, so check the local press or got to 
www.nmcc.co.uk. Admission is free but drop some cash in the charity buckets. 

Wed 2nd January Branch Night at The George 

Wed 9th January Committee Meeting (provisional) 

Wed 16th January Branch Night at The George 

Wed 6th February Quiz Night at The George. General knowledge quiz with questions set by 
Sarge. Who will walk away with the “Holy Piston”? Bring a pen. 

Wed 20th February Branch Night at The George 

Wed 6th March Branch Night at The George 

Wed 20th March Branch AGM. All members are invited to attend. 

Some time in March we will be holding our Annual Dinner. Date and venue to be decided – hopefully 
details will be available in January. 
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Off to the Continent: There’s the possibility of some overseas trips next year… 

Normandy: The East Northants Classic Club is organising a trip to Normandy in April and TOMCC 
members are invited. Talk to Phil Short if you are interested. 

Austria: If the article in the September Nacelle about the Tridays event whetted your appetite then book 
two weeks off work in June. Paul Golding is organising a trip to the 2013 event that will take 10-12 days 
and cover around 2,000 miles. (www.tridays.com)  

Belgium: Another of Paul Golding’s overseas jaunts, this time a weekend trip to the Bikers Loft in Belgium 

– in late August. 

Legal Matters… 

European Riding: It’s now a legal requirement that all motorists and motorcyclists in France carry with 
them two breathalyser kits. Failure to carry them leads to an on the spot fine. If you forget to pack them 

you should be able to pick them up cheap at the channel ports. France and other European countries have 
different legal requirements so don’t get caught out. The BMF web site has a section about this: 
http://www.bmf.co.uk/pages/bmf_main_pages.php?main_page_id=901 (a work in progress at the moment 
but still of interest). 

MOTs for pre-1960 vehicles: Many of you will have heard that it is no longer compulsory to get an annual 
MOT for pre-1960 vehicles, but there have been some conflicting stories In the press. To try to clarify this, 
here’s what has been published by the Department for Transport’s “Vehicle & Operators Services Agency” 
(VOSA)… 

From 18 November 2012 classic and historic vehicles, those manufactured before 1 January 1960, will be 
exempted from the MOT test.  

Classic and historic vehicles are often very well maintained by their owners and have a much lower 
accident and MOT failure rate than newer vehicles. The current requirement to undergo an MOT test goes 
over and above the obligations set out in European legislation. Following a public consultation which 
showed high levels of support for the proposals, vehicles manufactured before 1960 will be exempted from 
the MOT test from 18th November 2012 reducing costs for owners.  

Owners of affected vehicles will still be able to take exempt vehicles for an MOT test on a voluntary basis.  

If you are presented with any of these vehicles you should continue to conduct the test as for any other 
vehicle and apply the appropriate pass/fail criteria as set out in the Inspection Manuals.  

The date of manufacture is normally based on the chassis, but if you have a pre-1960 chassis with a later 
engine fitted it might be best to double-check with VOSA. You may also wish to check with your insurance 
company to make sure that requirement to undergo an annual roadworthiness test is not hidden in the 
small print. 
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