
Mullingar-Kinnegad 
110 kV Project

Community Fund
What it is and how to apply



We develop new electricity 
infrastructure only when 
required. EirGrid is a state-
owned company and we 
answer to government and to 
regulators. We work for the 
benefit and safety of every 
citizen in Ireland; we abide by 
strict laws and safety standards.

When we expand our grid, this 
work will affect communities 
near new transmission lines. 
In some locations, and to 
some observers, electricity 
transmission lines have a visual 
impact on the landscape. This 
is because  they can seem 
intrusive when first built.  

This is why, in January 
2014, EirGrid developed 
a Community Fund. We 
introduced this after a 
consultation process 
where we listened to 
public feedback.

We’re building a more 
efficient, more effective 
and more economic electricity 
network. The Community Fund 
recognises the importance 
of the local communities 
who support this work. 

EirGrid is responsible for a safe, secure 
and reliable supply of electricity: 

now and in the future. We develop, 
manage and operate the electricity 

transmission grid. This brings power 
from where it is generated to where 

it is needed – throughout Ireland. 
We use our grid to supply power 
to industry and businesses that 
use large amounts of electricity.
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What is the 
Community Fund?
EirGrid operates thousands of 
kilometres of power lines across 
the island of Ireland. These 
power lines need many pylons 
and transmission stations. 

When EirGrid plans routes for 
new lines, we consider many 
factors. These include the 
need to protect the interests 
of individuals, households, 
businesses and communities. 

We aim to create as little 
disturbance as possible, but it’s 
hard to avoid private, business 
or community property.

In 2012, the Government issued 
a policy statement on this issue. 
It recommended that EirGrid 
should provide a direct benefit 
to surrounding communities 
when we build new lines. 

In response, we now create a 
dedicated fund for each grid 
improvement project. These 
funds make payments to 
communities who are closest to 
new transmission infrastructure. 

In the case of the 
Mullingar-Kinnegad 
110 kV Project, we have 
created a total fund of 
€360,000 to support 
local community projects.

We are now inviting applications 
for grants from this fund to 
create positive social impacts in 
this area. We will award grants 
to charities, or to community 
and voluntary organisations 
that operate near this new line. 
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This is a new 110 kV 
electricity line, spanning 
approximately 24km across 
counties Westmeath and 
Meath. It will run between 
transmission stations in 
Mullingar and Kinnegad.

This line will improve the 
security of electricity supply 
to the region. At present, 
increased demand for energy 
is straining the electricity 
transmission network. As 
a result of this, the 110 kV 
network is approaching 
its technical limits.

At the moment, EirGrid supplies 
electricity to Mullingar using 
two 110 kV overhead lines. This 
project will add a third line, 
which is a standard solution 
for a town of Mullingar’s size.

Adding this new 110 kV 
line will make a significant 
improvement to the 
electricity transmission 
network. This will benefit the 
quality, flow and security of 
electricity for the region.

An Bord Pleanála granted 
Planning Approval for this 
new line in January 2013.

What is the EirGrid 
Community Fund?
Our Community Fund awards 
grants to local projects near 
new grid infrastructure. On 
this project, we asked The 
Community Foundation for 
Ireland to define the area where 
local groups could apply for 
a grant. You can see a map 
of this area on this page.

If your organisation 
creates positive social 
impacts in this area, then 
you can apply for a grant 
from our Community Fund.
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What is the Mullingar-
Kinnegad 110 kV Project?
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Our focus is to support 
community led projects near to 
the new Mullingar-Kinnegad line. 
For this reason, the main criteria 
we use when making a grant 
is the location of the project. 

On the opposite page, you can 
see a map of the area where this 
Community Fund will operate. 
Your project needs to be in 
this area to apply to this fund. 

You will also have to be a 
not-for-profit community 
or voluntary group with 
charitable aims.

If you qualify on both these 
counts, there are two levels 
of grants you can apply for.

€1,000 to €10,000
These grants will suit 
smaller initiatives, and 
will be administered by 
Westmeath County Council.

€10,000 to €50,000
For these amounts, our fund will 
look for benefits proven to last 
over the medium to long term. 

We will also prioritise 
projects where community 
and voluntary groups work 
together to serve a wider area 
or a larger number of people. 

The Community Foundation 
for Ireland will administer 
these larger awards. 

They have advised us on 
the main issues within the 
Mullingar-Kinnegad area. 

We will be looking for 
applications that address 
these issues, which we explain 
in the following pages.

How will this Community Fund work?
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What social 
issues will our  
larger grants 
aim to help? 

Who are our 
partners for this 
Community Fund? 

We have asked three 
independent organisations 
to help administer this fund. 
They will work with EirGrid 
to decide which community 
projects will receive grants 
from our Community Fund.

The Community 
Foundation for Ireland
The Community Foundation 
for Ireland is a registered 
charity, and their patron is 
President Michael D Higgins. 
Since 2000, this charity 
has built up a track record 
in empowering donors who 
want to make a real difference 
in their communities. 

They achieve this using a 
model of philanthropy based 
on trust, effectiveness and 
impact. The Community 
Foundation for Ireland has a 
strong relationship with over 
3,000 non-profit organisations, 
and will support EirGrid to 
manage larger grants. 

These awards - from €10,000 
to €50,000 - aim for a long-
term, strategic impact in your 
area. Further information on 
The Community Foundation 
for Ireland is available 
on www.foundation.ie

Westmeath 
County Council
The local county council 
will manage grants of less 
than €10,000 from the 
fund. Like The Community 
Foundation for Ireland, 
they will provide an 
independent point of view 
to the awards process.

Exeter University - 
Professor Wright
Professor Patrick Devine 
Wright will provide an 
independent assessment 
of this Community Fund. 
He will investigate how the 
fund distributes benefits 
to local communities near 
this new power line. 

The aim is to research how 
the fund works. Firstly, he 
will assess how EirGrid 
and local stakeholders 
award grants, and if this 
affects local acceptance 
of the project. He will also 
consider how this fund 
operates, and how best to 
assess its effectiveness. 
Finally, he will look at 
perceptions of the fund. 
He will share his findings 
with EirGrid and with 
key stakeholders, both 
in Ireland and abroad.

Employment
We want to help people in 
the Mullingar-Kinnegad area 
to gain or improve skills that 
are necessary for good jobs. 
We welcome applications 
from community groups or 
voluntary organisations that 
focus on employment training. 

If you help unemployed people 
to prepare for and access job 
opportunities, we want to 
help you. We’re particularly 
interested in training that 
focuses on younger or 
older unemployed people. 
We know that supporting 
these groups will have the 
most positive impact on 
the entire community.



Education
We want to help children and 
young people to stay at school 
in the Mullingar-Kinnegad area. 
We’re looking to support charity 
and voluntary bodies that 
identify and support children 
at risk of leaving school early. 

We also want to help those 
who provide training and 
supports for early school 
leavers. In particular, we 
welcome applicants who 
provide education and 
training for this group.

We also want to use our 
fund to help after-school 
programmes for children of 
all ages. Our grant assessors 
are particularly looking to 
help after-school services that 
support disadvantaged children. 
We also want to support groups 
that aim to resolve social 
and economic challenges 
by helping schoolchildren.

Environment
As the operator of the electricity 
grid, EirGrid has a particular 
interest in energy awareness 
and energy efficiency. 

We want to fund projects or 
initiatives that help promote 
these topics in the Mullingar-
Kinnegad area. We’re 
particularly looking to support 
ideas that will reduce energy 
usage or lower energy costs 
for good causes in the region.

We’re also open to applications 
for support that helps 
the broader community 
environment. This could 
include investments in public 
or community amenities. It 
could also be used to fund 
an initiative or development 
from existing groups like your 
local TidyTowns committee.

Community Facilities
We will also use our fund to 
help provide or improve long-
term facilities, amenities and 
activities for the community. 
We are especially interested in 
applicants that provide facilities 
for children and young people. 

If you have a proposal to 
renovate or enhance an existing 
facility, or to develop a new 
one, we want to hear from you.

The Community Foundation for Ireland identified four 
key issues that need particular support. For grant 
amounts from €10,000 to €50,000, we will give priority 
to applications that address the following themes.
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For amounts of €10,000 or less, 
Westmeath County Council 
will partner EirGrid to select 
the organisations for grant aid. 

This is to ensure a fair and 
objective distribution of these 
smaller grants across the 
project area. Westmeath County 
Council will form a panel to 
decide who gets these grants. 
This panel will include elected 
councillors, council staff and 
representatives from EirGrid.

When selecting who benefits, 
we aim to choose organisations 
that will gain most from 
these smaller grants. In 
particular, we will prioritise 
organisations whose plans 
will help groups of people. 

We also want to prioritise 
organisations that cannot 
easily find alternative ways 
to fund their plans.

If you wish to apply for a 
grant of less than €10,000, 
please apply directly to 
Westmeath County Council at 
the following contact details. 
The deadline for applications 
is Friday May 20th 2016.

Westmeath County Council 
Áras An Chontae 
Mount Street, 
Mullingar, 
Co. Westmeath 
N91 FH4N

Tel: 044 9332000 
www.westmeathcoco.ie

For amounts from €10,000 
to €50,000, The Community 
Foundation for Ireland will 
run a grants selection panel. 

This panel will have an 
independent chairperson, 
and will have six members. 
There will be two EirGrid 
representatives, two from 
the community, and two 
from The Community 
Foundation for Ireland.

As a first step, The Community 
Foundation for Ireland will 
collate all the applications. They 
will filter out applicants that 
do not meet the qualification 
criteria. They will then supply 
a short-list to the grants 
selection panel that will 
assess the applications.

How will we decide what projects 
are awarded grants? 
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We will ask short-listed 
applicants to present an 
overview of their proposal 
to the selection panel as 
part of their application. 
The final decision will be 
made by majority vote, 
with the independent chair 
having the casting vote.

If you wish to apply for a grant 
of between €10,000 and 
€50,000, please apply directly 
to The Community Fund 
for Ireland. If you visit their 
website at www.foundation.ie, 
they supply full details on 
how to apply, including an 
official application form and 
details of judging criteria. 
The deadline for applications 
is Friday May 20th 2016.

The Community  
Foundation for Ireland 
32 Lower O’Connell Street 
Dublin D01 K0V2

Tel: 01 874 7354 
www.foundation.ie

Please do not apply for either 
grant until you have read 
the fund criteria at the back 
of this publication. We can 
only consider applications 
that meet all the qualifying 
criteria, and that are 
located in the project area. 
(See map on page 4.)

What is the 
timetable of 
applications 
and awards?
April
From Thursday 28th April, 
you can apply for a grant.

For grants of less than 
€10,000, please contact 
Westmeath County Council 
for an application form.

From €10,000 to €50,000, 
please see The Community 
Foundation for Ireland website 
at www.foundation.ie.

May
For either size of grant, 
you must submit your 
completed application form 
on line by Friday 4.30pm 
on 20th May 2016.

During the summer, we will 
inform successful applicants 
of our decision. We will then 
make grant payments in early 
September when this new line 
goes into permanent use.



• Our Community Fund will award grants to not-
for-profit organisations with charitable goals.

• We can’t accept applications from 
individuals. We won’t support groups with 
an exclusively religious or political focus.

• We will accept requests for funding 
from sporting or animal welfare groups. 
However, we will only award a grant if your 
organisation uses these activities as a 
means to achieve other charitable goals.

• The fund can’t help with retrospective 
supports – you must apply for future needs.

• We want to help your organisation 
achieve a specific, measurable 
goal. This means we won’t accept 
applications for general sponsorship, 
running costs, or general research.

• We also want to ensure our fund helps the 
local community – so we won’t support 
individual salaried positions or trips abroad.

• Please limit your application to just one 
strand, so we can help more good causes.

• Your organisation must have Audited Accounts 
available for our inspection, if requested

• The organisation must have a bank 
account or access to one. All grants will 
be awarded by bank transfer and will 
be paid directly to the organisation.

• We encourage applicant organisations 
to consider adopting The Governance 
Code for charities.  See www.
governancecode.ie for more information.

• Please be aware that we will publicise 
these grants for promotional 
and information purposes.

What kind of organisations can apply?
If you run a voluntary or community organisation in the Mullingar-
Kinnegad area, here’s what you need to know before you apply:
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• Acknowledge receipt of the grant in 
writing or by email. You will also need 
to confirm that the grant will be used 
for the purpose it was applied for, and 
to agree to our terms and conditions.  

• Provide feedback to The Community 
Foundation for Ireland on the 
supported initiatives.

• Monitor and report progress in relation to 
the supported projects at agreed intervals.

• Submit an Interim Report after six months 
and a Final Outcome and Financial 
Monitoring Report when complete. This 
report will confirm how the grant has been 
spent and the impacts of the project. The 
Community Foundation for Ireland will supply 
guidelines for completion of such reports. 

• In addition, successful applicants may be 
asked to submit a short report two to three 
years after completing the project. This is to 
measure the long-term impact where relevant.

• We’ll ask you to acknowledge the support 
of EirGrid Community Fund on any 
materials associated with the grant.

• EirGrid may choose your project for a site visit 
- selected projects will be notified in advance.

• We will also ask some applicants to take part 
in interviews with the University of Exeter 
as part of their research on this process.

What happens after we award a larger grant? 
If your application for a grant from €10,000 to €50,000 is successful, 
we’ll need your organisation to do the following:   
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