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From The Editor.

2016 got off to a glorious start, the annual Norman Perren Memorial Trial held in the
grounds of Seckford Hall near Woodbridge exceeded all expectations. On New Years
Day cars of all types gathered on the frosty undulations adjacent to the A12 to take
part in a days sport. The usual Dellows and specials were present as was a rather
splendid nineteen thirties Wolseley Hornet. Star motor of the day must have been the
1172cc Cannon built by Mike Daniels and later used by Arthur Davy, both E.C.M.C.
members. Carefully restored by John Holder -who himself is a former member- the
purpose built trials car was brought to the meeting to shake it down before entering
the Historic Sporting Trials Association events held nationally.

However this pales into insignificance against some of the other entrants, a group of
teenagers – not yet old enough to drive on the road – tried their hand(s) at the sport.
Apprehension on their faces quickly turned to grins as they found their way further
up the slopes as the day progressed.  This is  so important  as no club can or  will
survive unless it attracts new blood. Within 24 hours of the meeting our facebook
page had over  700 hits  as  they  told  their  mates  about  the  trial  –  thus  making a
mockery of me mocking facebook in a previous edition of this periodical. Five years
ago I said that the Eastern Counties Motor Club had a fantastic past but little or no
future. I am pleased to state that yet again I have been proved wrong!

New Year … New members!



First Hand Account of a Second Hand FIAT.

During the early nineteen fifties E.C.M.C. member Ken Laverton was a FIAT 
man, he entered one of the Italian saloons in the 1950 Bentwaters Speed Trials 
but for whatever reason it did not run.  In fact what he really hankered for was a 
pre-war Balilla, an attractive sports car with an o.h.v  4 cyl. motor coupled to a 
four speed gearbox, having found one at the right price in London's West End 
the Laverton's brought it home to work on. Luckily Sylvia; Ken's very 
understanding wife was handy with a typewriter and this account of their first 
years ownership of RN 83 appeared in the E.C.M.C Annual Review 1952/53.

BEGINNERS’ LUCK

S. AND K. D. LAVERTON

To  lots  of  people,  motor  sport  means  watching  famous  drivers  compete  at
Silverstone, or perhaps going in for a few rallies. Not many take to sports car racing.
A pity, because it can be enormous fun.

We chose the 1100 cc class because it is not vastly expensive in terms of initial cost
of motor car, nor in running costs. And there are plenty of events for cars this size,
whereas the smaller cheaper 750cc class doesn’t feature so many times in the sports
car calendar. 

Having decided that a Balilla Fiat was probably our best buy, there followed several
months of alternating hope and frustration as each new motoring journal appeared,
full of adverts for every conceivable model but the relatively rare 508s.

When one turned up in London, advertised by a private owner, we rushed off to see
it,  and fell  for  it  on sight.  After  checking it  over  we bought  it  (though not  before
experiencing a hair-raising trial run through half the back streets and mews of W.1.,
which ended by running out of petrol in Grosvenor Square - and there are no petrol
pumps just there).

Then came much arduous work. Apart from major items, it was astonishing, at least
to one of us, how much there was to be done. Bostick came into it a good deal; also
bitumastic  paint.  Both  were  found to  be  distressingly  liable  to  attach themselves
firmly to everything but the place intended. During this period, unexpected Sunday
afternoon visitors, tracing sounds of activity to the garage, were liable to find there a
partially disassembled motor car, with pairs of legs protruding from beneath. There
were parts of the cars in the hall, and even in one of the bedrooms. This was the
training time of the future “competitor’s assistant”.

Eventually RN 83 emerged, in surprisingly good trim. The date was October 1951.
We soon learned about the rigours of open car motoring in the English winter. In a
Balilla, the passenger sits slightly further back than the driver, and is therefore very
prone to lumbago and similar ailments. The model is said to be the draughtiest sports



car ever made. We can well believe this. Still, wind deflectors and electrically heated
ex-R.A.F. jackets, rewired for 12 volts, improved things a bit and it became possible
for the passenger to remain sufficiently to take Tapley readings, check the milometer,
and do a bit of navigating on test runs.

By the time the 1952 season began,  we’d grown very pessimistic.  RN 83 would
surely be the slowest 1100 in the country. With trepidation, we arrived early in the
paddock  for  the  E.C.M.C.  closed  meeting  at  Snetterton  in  April.  However,  there
weren’t many 1100's competing, and RN 83 didn’t do too badly. During practice, the
odd bits of paper that had accumulated in the cockpit were very effectively cleaned
out by suction, produced by the wake of a Bentley thundering past on the straight!
One lesson learned was the need for two stopwatches simultaneously (to check up
on opponent’s performance). Seemingly the drill was developed by people with at
least  three  hands  and  two  pairs  of  eyes,  or  possibly  one  pair  of  eyes  with
independent suspension. 

Encouraged by this first modest success, we boldly entered for the Maidstone and
Mid-Kent  closed  invitation  meeting  at  Silverstone  in  May.  This  brought  up  the
question of whether to stay overnight near the circuit or to do the whole thing in a
day. Having decided on the former, and after a minor panic because we soon found
that  we  ought  to  have  booked  up  long  before,  we  eventually  found  a  pub  in
Buckingham able to give us room. On this occasion we discovered that unless you
are the deepest of sleepers, it is as well to remember to get a room that is not (a)
overlooking A5 (or A anything else)  in a narrow street next to traffic lights on a hill
and (b) over the bar.

Opposition that day was formidable. There were nine in the 1100cc class for the
scratch race. C. le Strange Metcalfe’s Balilla won. RN 83 was lying fourth, in the fifth
of seven laps, when she failed to appear pats the pits. Some time later, the driver
appeared, minus the car, very hot (both footed and tempered), after a long walk from
the spot where the radiator hose had burst and emptied hot water all over the engine.
Motto: check even the radiator relief valve next time.

At Snetterton, in June, the E.C.M.C. ran the 1100cc and 1500cc classes together,
with grid places according to practice times. This resulted in RN 83 putting in the
fastest practice lap in the smaller class (Metcalfe was Silverstoning that day). But
alas a vital bit of one of the carburettors fell off at the hairpin in the very first lap, and
RN 83 limped back to the paddock, with petrol  pouring all  over the hot exhaust.
Surprising how un-inflamable petrol can be, sometimes.

August Bank Holiday saw us at Thruxton, an interesting twisty circuit, not quite so flat
as most airfields. Practice that day was enlivened by letting the racing cars out with
the sports cars. A Cooper threw up a stone that broke RN 83's mirror. Pressing on,
nevertheless,  to  get  in  a  few extra practice  laps,  all  went  well  until,  on  a rather
sharpish bend, Duncan Hamilton went by sideways, on the inside, shaking his fist
with one hand,  and steering out of  the slide with the other.  This apparition was
sufficient to cause instant retreat to the pits to replace the mirror.

The race itself was conducted in a cloudburst of Silverstone dimensions. This was as
alarming to watch as it was to take part in. It soon became obvious that the technique



of aiming the car at the middle of the wall of spray in front wasn’t good enough, for
several sections of the wall detached themselves as cars took to the grass on the
first corner. It was a singularly damp, though not dejected, crowd that collected in the
tea tent after that race.

For a change, we tried the B.A.R.C. hill climb at Brunton in September. This time we
were fortunately blessed with a fine day, and everyone seemed particularly pleasant
and  friendly.  Astonishing  how nearly  50  cars  can  pack  themselves  into  a  small
farmyard, doing duty as a paddock. And pleasing to be bettered only by the ex-
Hawthorn Riley and a trim J4 MG.

RN 83's last race for the season was at Silverstone again in the M.C.C. meeting. The
One Hour Blind, that this meeting is famous for, we reckoned to be rather too much
for the tyres. A pity - it would have given the “mechanic” the chance of a ride around
the circuit - a remarkable and probably nerve-shattering experience. Perhaps just as
well the tyres were wearing thin. 

Instead we entered for the 5-lap handicap race (20 entries), which started with RN 83
and Metcalfe’s CMG 99 side by side on the scratch mark; and ended with CMG 99 in
third place and RN 83 at a respectable distance behind, with several other cars in
between!

So ended our first season’s sport. RN 83 has had a few months’ well earned rest,
and is now ready for the 1953 season.

-

The FIAT in 1942 before the Lavertons purchased it.
It was then known as “The Wombat”.



E.C.M.C. Snetterton 26th April 1952.  L to R:- Jack Digby in front of Bill Last's Buckler. Don
Moore (M.G) P. W. Strawson (Singer) Moray Rash (M.G) and Ken Laverton's FIAT Balilla...

        … Not only was this Ken's first race it was also the first “proper” race 
to be held on the new Snetterton Heath Circuit....



                                                                                                                                                                               ©The Guy Griffiths Collection.

                                                                                                                                                                               ©The Guy Griffiths Collection.



                                                                                                                            © The Charles Dunn Collection. National Motor Museum.

The farmyard start of the Brunton Hill Climb....
 

                                                                                                                     © The Charles Dunn Collection. National Motor Museum.

….and out into the Wiltshire countryside.



                                                                                                                                                     © James Brymer...Ferret Fotographics

The Balilla at the Goodwood chicane

                                                                                                                                               © James Brymer...Ferret Fotographics

An unknown hillclimb.



By 1956 Ken was competing with a Lotus VI, subsequently RN 83 was sold on
to fellow FIAT enthusiast Bert Westwood from Clacton, Westwood had a similar
Balilla which he had raced at Brooklands in the thirties. Much to Ken's chagrin
Bert  used his  new purchase for  Autocross.  It  was  in  this  trim when present
owner Alan Cameron acquired RN 83 in 1984, thankfully with more honourable
intentions.  Having been restored  to  her  former  glory;  RN 83 has  become a
regular sight at V.S.C.C. meetings piloted by Alan's friend Andrew Mortimer.

An old magazine article showing Bert Westwood using the Balilla for autocross!

                  

RN 83 as purchased by Alan Cameron.



Being used for autocross did the car no favours 
but it survived the ordeal.

Andrew Mortimer kindly drove RN 83 in the pouring rain to be at
the South Suffolk Show.



Ken & Sylvia Laverton would be thrilled to know that their car was still competing!

--oo0oo--

A Taste of Things to Come

There are many in East Anglia who still remember the exploits of Norwich rally
driver Ted Cleghorn. Most would have been aware that he lost an arm in a pre-
war accident in a lorry, few knew he lost an eye at the same time! The Historic 
Review has been privileged to have access to his photo album and in a future 
edition there will be a long overdue article on this remarkable man. In the 
meantime here is a little taster.



                                                                                                                                                             © James Brymer...Ferret Fotographics

Ted and his wife “Mibbs” tackle Happy Valley on the 1953 Chiltern Trial in their Dellow.

Ted Cleghorn with navigator Donny Burrell at the start 
of the 1954 Red EX Rally



Ted with fellow E.C.M.C. member Norman Morley at Harvey Lane Garage in Norwich
before heading off to Scotland for the start of the 1959 Monte Carlo Rally

 in their Singer Gazelle 

After the Singer Ted rallied Triumph Heralds, here he is on the Monte in 1962 
navigated by Rodney Wright.

There will be more on Ted Cleghorn in future editions of the Historic Review.

--oo0oo--



The following has been copied from a  report of an E.C.M.C. Trial which
took  place  on  18th January  1953.  The  exact  locations  and  the  actual
newspaper or reporter is not known.

EASTERN COUNTIES MOTOR TRIAL

“MUD PLUGGING” UP
“LOVERS' LEAP”

Thorough Test of Skill
and Reliability

Drivers did the most incredible things with motor-cars of all shapes and sizes
at the Eastern Counties Motor Club's Annual trial,  fondly known amongst the
fraternity as “mud plugging,” yesterday (writes our Motoring Correspondent).
This kind of thing comprises a sort of cross-country run with cars – a reliability
trial but not a race.

The cars leave the starting point at three-minute intervals and follow a route
card which leads them through lanes, cart tracks and farmyards. Over heaths
and all manner of rough land, with the wheels rarely coming into contact with
metalled roads. An average speed of 20 m.p.h. is maintained.

Interspersed along the route are “observed sections” which require no small
amount of skill to be navigated correctly so that no marks are lost. Strictly
speaking sporting trials are events for cars specially built for the job, but the
E.C.M.C. permit any make and type of car to enter their trial  and give an
award in each class. They believe in letting as many of their members have
their fun as possible. Thirteen cars, ranging from family saloons to sports cars
and “specials,” left the start at Tunstall yesterday. I travelled in a Ford Zephyr
containing four  passengers  and one  and a  half  cwt.  of  lead  in  the  boot  –
another  car  used two bags  of  cement  as  ballast!  Nobody experienced any
difficulties on the cross-country part, but the fun started at the first observed
section aptly named “Jacob's Ladder – a one in three gradient,  muddy and



bumpy – and only the gallant one-armed driver, A.E. Cleghorn in a Dellow
reached the top. We in the Zephyr, in spite of frantically bouncing up and
down as one might on horseback, stuck halfway up and lost marks.

“ Monty's Mount”
Then followed “Monty's Mount,” an equally awkward, long twisting incline on
which a  number of  cars had to receive assistance,  including I  am afraid the
Zephyr. After more tracks and heathland we underwent a special speed driving
test in a sand quarry, consisting of tight bends between bamboo cane lanes. As
the lanes became churned up the test became more and more difficult and the
saloon cars in particular had great trouble navigating the figure of eight. I blush
to admit it, but the Zephyr was one of those dug out.

We made our way to “Slippery Sam” the acceleration and braking test. From a
standing start at point A the cars sped down 100 yards of slippery, muddy lane to
point B, braking to a standstill before point C, 12 yards farther on.

The final observed section, “Lovers Leap” was a truly amazing hill and nobody
reached the top, although Cleghorn went very near, covering some 40 yards of
it. Cleghorn was the outright winner of the event and winner of the open car
class – a splendid driving feat in view of his great handicap. A woman driver,
Mrs P. Reeve, in a Ford Pilot was first in the closed car class.

Results

Special class: 1 R.G. Playford (Ford Special)
2 K. Cotterell (Walbro Special)

Open Class: 1 A.E. Cleghorn (Dellow)
2 W.J. Jacobs (Land Rover)
3 Dan Hastings (Morgan)
4 D. Moore (M.G.)
5 A.C. Westwood (Fiat)

Closed class: 1 Mrs. P. Reeve (Ford Pilot)
2 J. Shand (Ford 10)
3 D. R. Burrell (Hillman Minx)
4 P. Rayner Green (Ford V8)
5 A.J. Davey (M.G.)
6 R.G. Barton (Ford Zephyr)



Ted & Mibbs Cleghorn get the furthest up “Lovers Leap”

--oo0oo--



OBITUARY

It is with sadness I have to tell you that former Norwich racing driver Mike
McKee has passed away aged 82.  In the mid-1950s Mike worked for Mann
Egertons the Jaguar dealer in Norwich where he met local farmer and racing
driver Jack Sears. Jack suggested he tried racing at the local circuit Snetterton.
Armed with an XK120 Mike took part in his first race meeting, winning two
races and was hooked.

With a desire to learn to race properly Mike enrolled at Jim Russell's new racing
driver's school which had opened at Snetterton: he was one of the first students
quickly becoming the 'star' pupil. Jim entered Mike into his first 'proper' race at
Brands Hatch on Boxing day 1957, using the school's Elva-Climax Sportscar in
which Mike finished an excellent third. More races in the Elva in 1958 provided
further success and Mike became an instructor himself. Jim Russell was badly
injured at Le Mans in 1959 and was flown back to the Norfolk & Norwich
Hospital where Mike's father the eminent surgeon Kenneth McKee attended to
him. From his hospital bed Jim appointed Mike Chief Instructor and also gave
him the task of racing his Formula 2 Cooper-Climax T45 for the rest of the
season. Mike won the prestigious Vanwall Trophy at Snetterton and also took
part in the combined F1/F2 Silver City Trophy race in October 1959 with the
Cooper. Mike's father would often take his patient Jim Russell to various race
meetings to watch Mike race. In 1960 Russell was back on his feet and entered
Mike in Formula Junior races using a school Lotus 18 which became a works
drive as Russell was entrusted with running the Team Lotus FJ team. Mike had
illustrious  team  mates  in  Jim  Clark,  Trevor  Taylor  and  Peter  Arundell.  He
recorded  several  FJ  wins  including  races  at  Reims  and  Roskilde  on  the
continent, but he also raced a Lotus Elite at Le Mans in 1961 and other cars that
owners wanted him to try in club events. 



The photographs shows Mike entering the hairpin in the Formula Junior Lotus
18 early on in 1960 and proudly winning the Alick Dick trophy at the Eastern
Counties  Motor  Club  meeting  on  19th  June  1960  driving  Max  Cremer's
Triumph  TR2.  Mike  retired  from racing  at  the  end  of  1961  and  moved  to
Monaco in the 1970s, setting up the Monaco Fine Arts Gallery which sponsored
Ronnie Peterson's March 761 in the 1976 Monaco Grand Prix. Our thoughts go
out to Mike McKee's family and friends.

                                                                                                                                                               Photograph courtesy of Ivan Cremer

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Many thanks to Michael Hammond of the Guy Griffiths Collection, Jonathan 
Day of the National Motor Museum and Ted Walker of Ferret Fotographics for 
the use of their photographs in this edition of the Historic Review.



Classified Adverts.

-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940
-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car

control, self analysis and the ability to relax and
break those bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local
airfield, our personal support and encouragement
can make the difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

-

http://www.dissigns.co.uk/
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com


Classic Car Restoration 
Valley Farm Business Unit

New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
http://www.mx5expert.com/


I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk
-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


And Finally.

Many of you would have read of the death of the sports car driver Mike Salmon 
earlier this month. Although Mike was never a member of the Eastern Counties 
Motor Club he did take part in at least one of our race meetings.

ECMC 100 Trophy Meeting 18th June 1961. L to R:- Mike Salmon (D'Type Jaguar),
Gill Baird (Lister Jaguar), Robert Staples (A.C. Ace) Dickie Stoop (Porsche Carrera)

Mike Salmon 1933-2016
-
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To contact the editor regarding these articles or for historic research write to:- 
Leigh Trevail
The Cottage
Bridge Road

Scole
Diss

IP21 4DP

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

