
    
  

        
         

     
    

               
               

              
              

         

          
          

           
       

 
            

              
               

        
 

         

   

 
              

            
 

         
  

Repetition  with  Variety  

Effective Instruction in Mathematics 
Activity 1 

Think about how you can or do promote reasoning and problem solving by using repetition with 
variety in your classroom instruction. Think of how this would apply when working on addition. 

Repetition with variety means that students receive multiple opportunities to work on a target goal 
in different ways. This requires students to think at deeper levels because information is being 
used in slightly different ways or for different purposes. 

Repetition without variety (or rote repetition) means that the same information is presented in the 
same way until students demonstrate mastery. This entails memorizing or recognizing information. 

Directions: Read the following description of activities and determine if the activity reflects 
repetition with variety or rote repetition. Circle the appropriate response. 

File  Folder  Activity  
 

The teacher laminates addition sentence cards and cupcakes to a file folder and then creates 
laminated cherries to place on top of the cupcakes. Students count and put the correct amount of 
cherries on top of the cupcake during independent work time every day until they can do it with 
80% accuracy on four out of five days. 

Rote Repetition Repetition with Variety 

Create Trading Cards 

Students create math fact trading cards, specifically with themes and colors that suit their interest 
or hobbies. Once the cards have been created, students can practice memorizing their math facts. 

Rote Repetition Repetition with Variety 
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Repetition with Variety Page 2 

Saving for a Bike 

Every week, EJ’s parents give him $4 for helping with chores. EJ is saving his 
money to buy a bike. How much money has he saved after two weeks? Three 
weeks? Four weeks? How much money has he saved after ten weeks? If the 
bike cost $60, how many weeks will it take to have enough money for the bike? 

If EJ receives $5 a week for helping with chores, how many weeks will it take to 
have enough money for the bike? 

Weeks (W) Amount Saved (A) 
1 4 
2 4+4 
3 4+4+4 
4 
10 
A = 4 × W 

Rote Repetition Repetition with Variety 

Add Tens, Then Add Ones 

The student solves problems involving the sum of two two-digit numbers, 46 + 35. The student 
uses a hundred chart to skip count by tens and then count the ones. The student then checks their 
answer by using the more familiar ten-frame. 

Rote Repetition Repetition with Variety 

Now, work with a partner to generate a variety of activities that reflect repetition with variety when 
learning addition. Write your ideas here and be prepared to share them with the group. 

© 2020 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
Department of Allied Health Sciences, UNC-Chapel Hill. All rights reserved. 

DLMÒ Service Desk Support: DLM-support@ku.edu 
Professional Development Team: DLMpd@unc.edu 

mailto:DLMpd@unc.edu
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu



