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“Spring is in the air” ... and all around Kloof there 
are signs of new life. Dry branches are shooting 
new leaves,  flowers are budding, and our 
feathered migrants are returning.  

Yellow-billed Kites are back in our skies, and we 
will soon see the return of such beauties as the 
African Paradise Flycatchers (pictured above). 

If you are interested in what birds we have the 
privilege of living with in Kloof, you can download   
a full list from the Kloof Conservancy website: 

Join us on Saturday, 19 October for some family fun 
and learn more about the birds of Kloof at our next 

 event. See page 5 for more details. 

www.kloofconservancy.org.za/local-info/bird-list/

Back-to-Nature

SCHOOLS WORK WITH US TO MONITOR RIVER HEALTH
On 29 August we carried out our 2nd Molweni 
River Health School Project monitoring. This is a 
Kloof Conservancy project involving learners from 
7 high schools in the Molweni Catchment area: 
Hillcrest High, Thomas More College, Kloof High, 
Wyebank Secondary, Kwabazothini High, 
Tholulwazi Secondary and Kwadinabakubu High. 

This project utilises the miniSASS test kit to give  
an indication of the health of a river. Although the 
test is very basic and only gives an indication of 
river health, the results are not encouraging. 

The first sampling day was held in February this 
year and the health at the 7 monitoring points was 
generally poor. Subsequent testing by Metro Water 
using a more comprehensive test, showed 
marginally better results. 

The August result showed a deterioration at 6 of the 
7 points. The full results will be fed into a national 
database, and are available on our website: 
www.kloofconservancy.org.za  

A number of partners are working with us on this 
project, and we thank them for their support and 
commitment: GCS Environmental Consultants; 
Groundtruth Environmental Consultants; eThekwini 
Municipality (Metro Water, Natural Resources, DSW, 
Stormwater and Catchment Management); Umgeni 
Water; Krantzkloof Honorary Officers; Royal 
Haskoning DHV – Environmental Consultants; 
eZemvelo KZN Wildlife; SPAR Waterfall; and KZN 
Department of Agriculture & Environmental Affairs.

The next sampling day is scheduled for February 
2014.

Thomas More College sampling on the Molweni at 
the Interpretative Centre.

Wyebank Secondary counting invertebrates at their 
sampling point on the Uve Stream just inside 
Krantzkloof Nature Reserve.
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As a result of the good co-operation we have with 
the Durban Natural Science Museum, our 
Mammals found in the Kloof area list has been  
updated. Leigh Richards, Curator of Mammals at 
DNSM, added 10 species to the list, including 
Caracal (pictured right), White-tailed Mongoose, 
and three species of bats. 

Leigh used the results of her own research as well 
as photographic evidence from residents to 
confirm the presence of these mammals.

Visit our website where you can download lists of 
many other species such as butterflies and reptiles.

             Garden Acrea  : This photo of a Garden Acrea 
shows the transparent section on the wings of these 
butterflies which are plentiful in Kloof. 

They have a typical wingspan of 45-50 mm for 
males and 49-53 mm for females. Adults are on wing 
year round, but are more common October-April. 

The larvae feed on Kiggelaria africana also  known as 
the Wild Peach.

             This larvae 
almost stumped our resident expert, Steve 
Woodhall. He suspects it is the larvae of an Arctiine 
Tiger Moth. 

Tiger moths are stout, hairy moths with broad 
wings and bright colours. They are often 
poisonous. The conspicuous colours, particularly 
those on the back wings, warn birds that they are 
inedible.

Arctiine Tiger Moth larvae: 

             On Saturday 7 September, we introduced 13 
Sanparks Junior Rangers and two SANParks Honorary Rangers to Krantzkloof Nature Reserve. The team is 
based at Ogwini Comprehensive Technical Secondary School in Umlazi.

Siphiso Ncongo, a teacher at the school and a SANParks Honorary Ranger, kindly volunteered to assist us 
as a marshal in the recent 3 Falls Trail Run. When we learnt about his passion for the environment and his 
efforts to develop Junior Rangers (a SANParks initiative) we immediately offered to assist with an 
educational hike through Krantzkloof Nature Reserve. eZemelo KZN Wildlife assisted by providing 3 Field 
Rangers to help with the walk. 

None of the 13 youngsters had ever been on a hike before so it was an eye-opener for them. The tough 
6hr hike was a challenge but seemed to be thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.

Kloof Conservancy hosts SANParks Junior Rangers:  

CROWNED EAGLE NEWS
The Crowned Eagles at Ronald’s Kloof are nesting 
again and the first egg was laid on 20 August. 

Incubation is approximately 49 days so we can 
expect an eaglet in the 2nd week of October.

We are keeping a close eye on the nest and will 
keep you updated on developments. For regular 
updates, you can also visit our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/KloofConservancy

Don’t forget to e-mail photographs of any interesting sightings you may make of Kloof’s flora and 
fauna to info@kloofconservancy.org.za. We also encourage you to record your observations on   

SANBI’s citizen scientist project, iSpot. For more information visit: http://www.ispot.org.za/

Are you a member of Kloof Conservancy? 
For only R150 a year, you can help us make a real 

difference. Visit our website for more information: 
www.kloofconservancy.org.za/membership/

GENETS ADAPTING TO URBAN 
ENVIRONMENTS

Craig Widdows of the Large Spotted Genet research 
project sent us this update: Kloof residents should 
keep a lookout for baby genets as it is now the 
breeding season. In particular, have a look in your 
ceiling as this appears to be a favourite place for 
“urbanised” genets as you can see from the 
photograph!

Our results have shown that females genets are 
making use of roofs for raising their young. It’s safe 
for the youngsters (from crowned eagles, dogs and 
other predators), warmer in roofs as opposed to 
natural hollows, and also provides a variety of food 
such as rodents and cockroaches. These safe 
breeding areas allow mother genets to spend more 
time foraging as the youngsters are safe within 
roofs. 

An amazing behavioural adaptation to the urban 
environment!

Arum Lilies are illegally being harvested in wetlands 
throughout the Upper Highway, in particular 
Springside Nature Reserve and Kassier Road area. 
This is an earnest plea to everyone to please not buy 
these lilies. Arum Lilies are a “Specially Protected” 
plant and constant removal of the blooms, which 
produce the seeds, has led to a drastic reduction in 
numbers and even disappearance in their natural 
areas. 

Please report illegal harvesting, selling or buying of 
arum lilies to Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife on 031 274 
1150. Hawkers can also be reported to Metro Police   
031 767 1222. When the buying stops, the 
harvesting will too!
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This month, we continue our series on eThekwini Municipality’s State of 
Biodiversity Report 2011–2012 and look at why it is important for the city to 
report on the state of biodiversity.

The full report can be downloaded from our Dropbox (3MB file): 

The following is an extract from the report. 

http://db.tt/vPvGEZkr?dl=1/ 

SOUTH AFRICA IS THE THIRD MOST BIO-DIVERSE 
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD ...”

This year Durban expressed its commitment to 
utilising and testing the Singapore Cities 
Biodiversity Index (CBI), the first global self-
assessment tool for cities around the world to 
measure biodiversity. The CBI was endorsed at the 
10th Conference of the Parties to the Convention of 
Biological Diversity (CBD/COP10) in Nagoya, Japan. 
The CBI is an important information sharing and 
communication platform as it encourages cities 
from around the world to make information about 
their biodiversity assets available. This initiative 
enables the trending of biodiversity data and 
encourages cities to develop systems to monitor 
their biodiversity and is a huge leap towards the 
collection of detailed and accurate biodiversity data 
on a global scale. 

Durban is one of 36 cities from around the world 
that have already supplied data to the CBI. An 
additional 40 cities have indicated their intention to 
utilise the CBI.

South Africa is the third most bio-diverse country 
in the world, and Durban contains:

?Three of the country’s eight terrestrial biomes  
– savanna, forest, grassland;

?Eight broad nationally recognised vegetation 
types. These include: Eastern Valley Bushveld, 
KwaZulu-Natal Coastal Belt, KwaZulu-Natal 
Hinterland Thornveld, KwaZulu-Natal 
Sandstone Sourveld, Ngongoni Veld, Scarp 
Forest, Northern Coastal Forest, and Mangrove 
Forest;

?Over 2 000 plant species;

?97 kilometres of coastline with a diversity of 
beach types and productive rocky shores;

?17 river catchments and 16 estuaries;

?4 000 kilometres of rivers; 

?An open space system of approximately           
75 000 ha (2011/2012), representing almost   
1/3 of Durban’s total municipal area.

“
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Save energy by not overloading your fridge. 
Excessive products in your fridge will lower the 
quality of the food and use more electricity – as 
much as 10-20% more for each extra product.

DO NOT OVERLOAD 
                            YOUR FRIDGE                     

Simplify your life by only keeping belongings that 
you use/enjoy on a regular basis. By making the 
effort to reduce what you own, you will naturally 

buy less/create less waste in the future.

SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 6-hour guided walk. R30pp. Meet at Kloof 
Falls Rd picnic site at 08:00. NB: This is a strenuous walk!

Alien Eradication at Msinsi CCA: Come and join us and help to eradicate 
IAPs from this environmentally important grassland. Meet at 08:30 cnr. 
Klooflands and Msinsi Roads.

Guided Walk at Glenholme Nature Reserve: Meet at 08:30 at the Tea 
Garden. Donations go towards maintenance and upkeep. 

Birds of Krantzkloof: Back-to-Nature event at the Interpretative Centre.
Event 1 – 08:00 Walk followed by talk by local birdman Dave Bishop.
Event 2 – 11:00 Bird Activities for young children organised by BirdLife 
Port Natal. 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 4-hour guided walk. R30pp. Meet at Kloof 
Falls Rd picnic site at 8:00.

SUNDAY 6 October

SATURDAY 12 October

SUNDAY 13 October

SATURDAY 19 October

SUNDAY 20 October 

LEGISLATION ON IAPs – THE CASE CONTINUES

On Friday 19 July 2013 the Minister of Environmental Affairs published new regulations with regard to 
NEMBA. The date of commencement of the Regulations is still to be determined by the Minister by notice 
in the Gazette. On Wednesday 24 July 2013 the Minister of Environmental Affairs published in the 
Government Gazette an amendment to NEMBA. We do not believe that the interim regulations and the 
lists that were published give full and proper effect to NEMBA. We are currently assessing the best way to 
continue with our project to ensure that our (and all South Africans’) environmental rights under s24 of 
the Constitution be upheld by the state.

You can get full details on the case on our website:  www.kloofconservancy.org.za/alien-busters/ 
enforcement-project/

KLOOF CONSERVANCY EVENTS IN OCTOBER
For more information please visit our website: www.kloofconservancy.org.za

TREE DAY 2013 IN CELEBRATION OF ARBOUR WEEK
A KLOOF CONSERVANCY EVENT

BACK TO
NATURE

Our programme to eradicate Invasive Alien Plants 
has continued and education and training is a key 
component. In early September we held our 5th IAP 
identification and eradication course for gardeners 
with 8 participants. We have now trained 60 
gardeners in the past 18 months. 

The course is a joint venture with the School of 
Garden Design and is led by Simon Maphumulu, an 
accredited WESSA trainer.

            Kloof Conservancy sponsored four participants 
to attended the Tree Identification Course. We see   
this as a small step in our commitment to broaden  
our ‘environmental footprint”.  

The Flora & Fauna Publications Trust kindly donated 
Pooley’s Trees of Eastern South Africa for the occasion.

Left to right: Sifiso Ncongo a teacher from Umlazi (also a 
SANParks Honorary Ranger), Sbonelo Gumi and Phindile 
Hlope, eZemvelo KZN Wildlife, and Simon Maphumulo, 
Msenge Landscapes (also the chairperson of the newly 
formed Kwa-Ximba Conservancy).

              Attentive participates at the Tree Identification  
course run by David Johnson as part of the Kloof 
Conservancy TREE DAY, 
which was held on 
September 1 at the 
Interpretative Centre, 
Kranzkloof Nature 
Reserve.

Right: David Johnson
explaining how to plant 
a tree.

www.kloofconservancy.org.za
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