Worship Resources
7 May 2023
Fifth Sunday of Easter
1 Peter 2:2-10
Become Living Stones


Additional Scriptures
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; John 14:1-14; Acts 7:55-60; Doctrine and Covenants 163:2a, 3a

Preparation
The Reflection and Call to Worship need different stones in a basket, enough for the people in the congregation to choose one. The Leader has three empty baskets next to the podium. People speaking need to be well-prepared to participate in this activity. Make sure Persons 1a, 2a, and 3a stay seated while the members of the congregation place their stones in baskets. Persons 1a and b, 2a and b, and 3a and b need to sit around the congregation – not the six together. The Leader stays at the podium. People online can use Chat to say which basket to place their stone. It would be a good idea for the Leader to give a brief outline to the congregation to help prepare them for this activity.

Prelude

Welcoming Hymn	
	“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 	CCS 87
	OR “Sizohamba Naye/We Will Walk with God” sing several times	CCS 377
		Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own. Or
		sing along with the vocal recording found on Community of Christ Sings 
		Audio Recordings.

Welcome, Joys, and Concerns

Call to Worship
As they are able, participants move to the front and choose a stone and then sit back down. Be prepared to take stones to those who cannot come forward. Persons 1a, 2a, and 3a in the Reflection do not get a stone.

Reader 1:  Doctrine and Covenants 163:2a
Reader 2:  Doctrine and Covenants 163:3a

Hymn 		
“Onward to Zion”	 	CCS 390
OR “Summoned by the God Who Made Us” 	CCS 330

Invocation

Response

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Scripture Reading: Matthew 26:17-30

	Communion Talk

Hymn of Preparation
	“Blessed Is the Body and the Soul”	CCS 238
	OR “Welcome, Jesus, You Are Welcome”	CCS 277

Invitation to Communion
All are welcome at Christ’s table. The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is a sacrament in which we remember the life, death, resurrection, and continuing presence of Jesus Christ. In Community of Christ, we also experience Communion as an opportunity to renew our baptismal covenant and to be formed as disciples who live Christ’s mission. Others may have different or added understandings within their faith traditions. We invite all who participate in the Lord’s Supper to do so in the love and peace of Jesus Christ.

Blessing and Serving of the Bread and Wine

For guidelines on the Lord’s Supper, including online participation, see www.OurMinistryTools.org

Prayer for Peace
Hymn of Peace
	“O for a World”	 CCS 379
	OR “For the Healing of the Nations” 	CCS 297

Light the Peace Candle.

Prayer
Loving Creator,
Help us listen to your call to shape us – to become living stones. Our individual calling fits together with other individual callings to build the Peaceable Kingdom. It takes discipline, accuracy, hard work, community unity, and time to develop giftedness. 

Help us to hear the call to move forward to a transformative calling and action. We cannot do it alone; we need each other. Just as a stone supports others, so do we require the support of each other. Just as the individual is called, so is the community called to be a beacon of light for others to move toward Jesus, the Peaceful One. Grant us peace while we try to listen. Amen.

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Reflection   See script below, which ends with:
After all are seated.
Congregation:    Jesus, your song is awake in my soul.

Homily
	Based on 1 Peter 2:2-10

Disciples’ Generous Response
Ministry of Music or Congregational Hymn
	“Can Steel and Stone and Swirling Spire” 	CCS 281
	OR “Take My Life, That I May Be/Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad” 	CCS 610
		Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.

Statement
We are committed to being a cornerstone of peace. Giving our tithes helps us build the Peaceable Kingdom in such a way that extends beyond the borders of our own sacred space. It is an expression of love and discipline that promotes the worth of all persons and embraces the worth of all creation.

During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

The first Sunday of the month focuses the Disciples’ Generous Response on Abolish Poverty, End Suffering, which includes Oblation ministry.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at www.CofChrist.org/disciples-generous-response tools.

Closing Hymn	
	“Living Stones” 		CCS 279
	OR “Make Us, O God, a Church That Shares”	 CCS 657



A Psalmist’s Prayer
In you, O Lord, we seek refuge…You are indeed our rock and fortress…Our times are in your hand…
				-Psalm 31:1a, 3, 15a, adapted
	Go with us and help shape us into living stones for the blessing of all creation. 
	Amen.

Response     sing twice
	“Lead Me, Lord”		CCS 450
	OR “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”	CCS 192

Postlude
_________________________
Reflection
Three pairs of people are ready to minister: Persons 1a and 1b; 2a and b; 3a and b. Person 1b has a large sign that says, “HOMELESS.” Person 2b has a large sign that says, “LOST.” Person 3b has a large sign that says “DIFFERENT.” The pairs sit close to each other in the congregation. Persons 4, 5, and 6 are also ready to minister.

Person 1a:	stands   He's dirty and smells. I don't want him here. 
Person 1b walks to the front and holds up the HOMELESS sign.
Leader: 	I don't know what to do. 
Person 1a sits back down.

Person 2a:    stands 	 She lives a life that is downright wrong. I don't want her here. 
Person 2b walks to the front and holds up the LOST sign.
Leader: 	I don't know what to do.
Person 2a sits back down.

Person 3a:    stands    She's different than me. She looks different and thinks different. I 
		don't want her here. 
Person 3b walks to the front and holds up the DIFFERENT sign.
Leader: 	I don't know what to do. 
Person 3a sits back down.

Person 4: 	I know what to do. 
Walks up front and gives Person 1b their stone. 
	Jesus, your song is awake in my soul. 
Stands by the three, 1b, 2b, and 3b.

Person 5: 	I know what to do. 
Walks up front and gives Person 2b their stone. 
	Jesus, your song is awake in my soul. 
Stands by the three, 1b, 2b, and 3b.

Person 6: 	I know what to do. 
Walks up front and gives Person 3b their stone. 
	Jesus, your song is awake in my soul. 
Stands by the three, 1b, 2b, and 3b.

Leader: 	You're right! You're right! 
Gets three baskets and gives one to each of the three, 1b, 2b, and 3b. To the congregation: 
	You are all welcome to come up and place your living stones in a basket of your choice. 
Participants walk to the front and place a stone in one of the baskets. 
	Please come and stand with the marginalized, the oppressed, and those in need. Don't go back to your chairs yet. 

Hopefully, all but 1a, 2a, and 3a will participate. Once everybody is in front:
Person 1b: 	I know what to do. Jesus, your song is awake in my soul. 
Walks down and gives their basket to Person 1a.
Person 2b: 	Jesus, your song is awake in my soul. 
Walks down and gives their basket to Person 2a.
Person 3b: 	Jesus, your song is awake in my soul. 	
Walks down and gives their basket to Person 3a.

Leader: 	Please welcome the persons now holding baskets. Then return to your 
	seats.

After all are seated.
Congregation:    Jesus, your song is awake in my soul.


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A – Letters 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
Exploring the Scripture 
Scholars are not sure of the authorship of this letter, even though it is credited to Peter. Regardless, the letter contains essential instruction for new converts, describing several images for the church. It is addressed to a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles scattered throughout northern regions of Asia Minor.  
The first image involves seeing those being addressed as newborn infants. The metaphor of a new birth extends to being baptized after conversion to the announced good news. The longing of a newborn is compared to the readers’ longing for “spiritual milk” (v. 2). The author counsels that adopting the image of an innocent, trusting infant is the place to start, “to taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8). 
Second, it suggests that Christians are like living stones—building blocks in building God’s spiritual house. This idea has a direct connection to the Psalmist’s description: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner” (Psalm 118:22). God views this cornerstone as precious, and the hearers are told to rest their faith on this solid foundation of Jesus Christ. The spiritual house or temple image provided a way for new believers to imagine being part of the Christian body, a body built by God, not human origin. 
The reference to a “spiritual house” is more than a physical building. Hearers are encouraged to fashion themselves into a community of disciples who accept the good news of Jesus Christ and embody their belief. 
While they may still feel like newborn infants, the author uses terms that were often found in the Hebrew Bible to describe Israel: “a chosen race,” “a royal priesthood,” “a holy nation,” and “God’s people,” to explain the new Christian movement. Such a movement centered in Jesus Christ is closely connected to Jesus’ religious heritage, which provided credibility to their new reality. These new Christians were recognized and loved by God. 
The passage ends with a reminder that it is God who “called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” Only God’s presence among them will help transform these newborn babes into God’s people of faith. 

Central Ideas 
New believers in Jesus Christ can be compared to infants who need to begin with “milk” and grow in trust and understanding. 
	Jesus as the chief cornerstone provides the foundation for Christians to become “living stones,” shaping a spiritual house.  

	Being “living stones” involves embodying the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Questions for the Speaker 
How does the image of a newborn align with your understanding of being a disciple of Jesus? 
	What do you remember about being a new disciple of Jesus Christ? What are some of the ways you have transformed since then? 

	How might we share our faith with those seeking? With new disciples? 

	Describe or draw your image of being part of God’s spiritual house. 

	When has your congregation or community felt like a spiritual house? Describe those feelings. 





Sacred Space – Small Group Resources
Year A, Letters

Fifth Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 2:2–10 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
Today is the fifth Sunday of the Easter Season. The Easter Season lasts fifty days and concludes with the Day of Pentecost.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Gracious God and precious friend, extend your peace throughout creation in flowing ribbons of love. Let all who seek you know your presence and be moved to greater acts of peace in their communities. May they know your infinite tenderness and intimate friendship as they seek greater knowledge of you. Bring your presence to those struggling with loneliness and uncertainty, that they may understand your desire for their companionship and reach out to you in love. Be with those who feel weak and useless, that they would find strength in their trials and the confidence to share this strength with others.
Above all, we pray that your peace, love, and grace would impress on our hearts the desire to live in service to you. As we go forward from this sacred place, may we carry your peace and love with us to all the corners of the world. In Jesus’s most precious name we pray. Amen.
—Molly Bagley
Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word rejoice in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done, we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God. Take a deep breath and open your eyes when you are ready.

Sharing Around the Table
1 Peter 2:2–10 NRSV
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
    a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the very head of the corner,”
and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
    and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people,
    but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
    but now you have received mercy.
This letter is addressed to a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles scattered throughout northern Asia Minor. It contains essential instruction for new converts, offering several images (newborn infants, living stones, a spiritual house) for the people of the church.
The hunger of a newborn is compared to the readers’ longing for “spiritual milk.” The author counsels that adopting the image of an innocent, trusting infant is the place to start to “taste and see that the Lord is good.” The text suggests that Christians are like living stones—building blocks in constructing God’s spiritual house. This idea connects directly to the psalmist’s description: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone” (Psalm 118:22 NRSV). God views this cornerstone as precious, and the hearers are told to rest their faith on this solid foundation of Jesus Christ.
The spiritual house, or temple, image provided a way for new believers to imagine being part of the Christian body—a body built by God, not of human origin. The reference to a “spiritual house” is more than a physical building. Hearers are encouraged to fashion themselves into a community of disciples who accept the good news of Jesus Christ and embody their belief.
While they still may feel like newborn infants, the author uses terms that often were found in the Hebrew Bible to describe Israel: “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, [and] God’s own people” to explain the new Christian movement. Such a movement centered in Jesus Christ is connected closely to Jesus’s religious heritage, which provided credibility to new believers. These new Christians were recognized and loved by God.
The passage ends with a reminder that it is God who “called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” Only God’s presence among them will help transform these newborn babes into God’s people of faith. The same is true for us.

Questions
How does the image of a newborn fit with your understanding of being a disciple of Jesus?
How have you received “spiritual milk” on your journey as a disciple? How has it helped you to grow in understanding of and relationship with God?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, we share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 197, “Lord, Have Mercy”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Gracious God and precious friend, extend your peace throughout creation in flowing ribbons of love. Let all who seek you know your presence and be moved to greater acts of peace in their communities. May they know your infinite tenderness and intimate friendship as they seek greater knowledge of you. Bring your presence to those struggling with loneliness and uncertainty, that they may understand your desire for their companionship and reach out to you in love. Be with those who feel weak and useless, that they would find strength in their trials and the confidence to share this strength with others.
Above all, we pray that your peace, love, and grace would impress on our hearts the desire to live in service to you. As we go forward from this sacred place, may we carry your peace and love with us to all the corners of the world. In Jesus’s most precious name we pray. Amen.
—Molly Bagley



Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word rejoice in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done, we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God. Take a deep breath and open your eyes when you are ready.


Sharing Around the Table
1 Peter 2:2–10 NRSV
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
    a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the very head of the corner,”
and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
    and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people,
    but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
    but now you have received mercy.
This letter is addressed to a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles scattered throughout northern Asia Minor. It contains essential instruction for new converts, offering several images (newborn infants, living stones, a spiritual house) for the people of the church.
The hunger of a newborn is compared to the readers’ longing for “spiritual milk.” The author counsels that adopting the image of an innocent, trusting infant is the place to start to “taste and see that the Lord is good.” The text suggests that Christians are like living stones—building blocks in constructing God’s spiritual house. This idea connects directly to the psalmist’s description: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone” (Psalm 118:22 NRSV). God views this cornerstone as precious, and the hearers are told to rest their faith on this solid foundation of Jesus Christ.
The spiritual house, or temple, image provided a way for new believers to imagine being part of the Christian body—a body built by God, not of human origin. The reference to a “spiritual house” is more than a physical building. Hearers are encouraged to fashion themselves into a community of disciples who accept the good news of Jesus Christ and embody their belief.
While they still may feel like newborn infants, the author uses terms that often were found in the Hebrew Bible to describe Israel: “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, [and] God’s own people” to explain the new Christian movement. Such a movement centered in Jesus Christ is connected closely to Jesus’s religious heritage, which provided credibility to new believers. These new Christians were recognized and loved by God.
The passage ends with a reminder that it is God who “called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” Only God’s presence among them will help transform these newborn babes into God’s people of faith. The same is true for us.

Questions
How does the image of a newborn fit with your understanding of being a disciple of Jesus?
How have you received “spiritual milk” on your journey as a disciple? How has it helped you to grow in understanding of and relationship with God?


Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, we share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.


Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
—1 Corinthians 11:23–26 NRSV
Communion Statement
All are welcome at Christ’s table. The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is a sacrament in which we remember the life, death, resurrection, and continuing presence of Jesus Christ.
In Community of Christ, we also experience Communion as an opportunity to renew our baptismal covenant and to be formed as disciples who live Christ’s mission. Others may have different or added understandings within their faith traditions. We invite all who participate in the Lord’s Supper to do so in the love and peace of Jesus Christ.
This Easter Season let us experience the resurrected Christ as we share in Communion as an expression of blessing, healing, peace, and community.
In preparation, let’s sing Community of Christ Sings 522, “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ.”



Thoughts for Children
You will need:
Jenga blocks
Lincoln Logs, or some other type of building block
collection of other random items

Invite all participants to use the materials to build a strong and stable structure. Tell them before they begin that they will have three minutes to complete their structure and give them reminders when there is a minute and when there are thirty seconds remaining to build.
Once the time is up, comment on each participant’s building, praising their creations. Then ask:
How did you decide what pieces to include in your structure? How did you determine which pieces not to use? How did you determine how it would look? (Affirm all answers.)
In today’s scripture, we are told that we can be built into spiritual beings who live like Jesus. Just like you had to make decisions as you built your structure, we have to make decisions about how we will build ourselves.
What are some things that can help you make wise decisions as you build yourself? (Affirm all answers.)
Thank you all so much for your wise answers. I look forward to seeing how you each continue to build yourselves!
Allow participants to knock down structures if they wish before returning to their seats. 


