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The Story of a Harvester

THE evening hours of Sunday the 18th Novem
ber1962 can never be forgotten in my life. That was

when the Lord Jesus filled me a 16-year old college student
with the joy of eternal salvation. I thought I had reached
mount Everest in happiness and there was no place higher
than that. To my pleasant surprise this proved false in a
weekend gospel campaign I was attending in my native
town Nazareth. The preacher was Dr. J. Victor Manoharam
of Youth For Christ. Just before his concluding sermon
he gave an opportunity to those who had never once testified
publicly. After much hesitation I got up and spoke a few
words in a crowd of friends, relatives and neighbours.
When I sat down I was bubbling with so much of joy that
I could not listen to what the preacher spoke afterwards
that evening. I came home hopping and jumping and that
was truly “joy unspeakable!” New heights were reached in
experiencing the joy of salvation everytime I testified during
the last 40 years of my walk with God.

The Joy of Harvest

A Christian who fails to witness for Christ will soon
become joyless. There is nothing comparable to the joy of
harvest. A life committed to non-stop witnessing of the
Gospel is illustrated in Psalm 126 which is a Song of
Ascents, which means a song sung by Jewish worshippers,
while climbing the mount of Zion or the stairs leading to
the Jerusalem Temple. “Those who sow in tears shall reap
in joy. He who continually goes to and fro weeping, carrying
seeds for sowing, shall doubtless return with shouts of
joy, bringing sheaves with him” (vv 5,6).

The contents of this book are the compilation of what I
have learnt from Scriptures and soulwinners, in my life
and work, as a college student, a building engineer and a
missionary. No author can totally conceal his biography
while writing. When the readers understand why the author
writes what he writes, their appreciation becomes more
and application of the said principles becomes relevant.
This introductory chapter therefore is to acquaint you with
the author’s background.

Sowing in the morning

Dawn preaching was common in my native town,
especially during the 40 days of Lent. I hardly failed to
join the teams to shout aloud the message of repentance
and forgiveness in street corners. This experience taught
me how to present a gospel message in just 10 or 15
sentences. When I sat for my daily meditation of the Bible
after returning from dawn preaching, it was like morning
bath in the waters from the wells of salvation (Isa 12:3).
The luxurious baths in five-star hotels or the Courtallam
falls would be not so refreshing.
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Campus training

Soulwinning activities during my undergraduate student
days, 1963-68, in and around Karaikudi proved to be the
training ground for various methods of evangelism. Our
college prayer fellowship was named as Gospel Team. Apart
from a daily evening gathering for prayer and meditation,
we had a 3-hour afternoon intercession each Saturday for
the weekend ministries. The magazine, Herald of His
Coming, was a monthly shot in the arm. We learnt to cry,
“Give us souls, or we die!”

Pen mightier than gun

We went room to room in hostels, and house to house
in streets for tract distribution. If the inmates and residents
received us with a smile we were happy, and if they frowned
at us it only made us happier! We ordered tracts from
several publishers, but the tract we mostly used was the
one I wrote with the help of my friend Mr. A. Lionel and
the other team members. The original title of this tract
was, Good News of Deliverance. Now it is, Blessing For
You!, available in over 10 Indian vernaculars. A preacher
may dilute his message when he desires to please the
audience. A gospel tract never does it. It keeps telling the
same thing over and over again. It is not afraid of being
torn or burnt.

India lives in villages.

Village evangelism of our Team was most challenging.
It was there we learnt conversational evangelism, open-air
preaching, praying for the sick, and demon-casting. Oh
the joy when during the subsequent visits to the villages
you hear testimonies like these: “My husband has stopped
drinking and beating me!”... “Jesus appeared to me in a

dream and said He is the living God. I have thrown away
my idols. I want to join you!”... “My daughter is behaving
normally now. Thank you for driving out the devil from
her!”... “Can you come to the next village at 4 kilometers
where I can gather my husband’s relatives to hear you?”...
“My six-year old son does not eat without praying to
Jesus!” Ours was the excitement of the seventy and the
exuberance of the Saviour (Lk 10:17-24).

Smile of the poor

The answer of Jesus to the questions of the delegation
sent by John the Baptist always fascinated us. The most
stricking statement in it was, “The poor have the gospel
preached to them” (Mt 11:5). This attesting sign of Jesus’
Messiahship stirred us deeply. We wanted to do something
solid to the poor and the neglected. God brought us across
a group of lepers. A retired Christian doctor had been
gathering them on Sundays at about 4 km from our college
campus for worship and treatment. He was doing what he
could from his humble means. At our request he arranged
for these lepers who were about ten to gather on Thursday
evenings also so we could minister to them. We bought
eatables and fruits from our pocket money and spent about
two hours with them week after week. With hands on
plough we understood God’s heart for the poor and our
inexcusable obligation to them. Bringing smile on the faces
of these “untouchables” made us overflow with the oil of
gladness.

100 Youth Team

I joined the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in
Chennai in 1968 for my master’s degree in technology.
Evangelist N. Jeevanantham was just then mobilising a
100 youth team in the city for aggressive evangelism. His



zeal for evangelism was contagious. Brother Glady
Eshwararaj’s piano accordion was an added attraction.
Brothers John Piriyadoss, Joseph Balachandran and
Ponraj Isaac were among the close associates of Brother
Jeeva. Academic life in the IIT was quite hectic but I
somehow found time to join these fire brands and received

a baptism of consuming love for the perishing souls.

Hospital corridors

The five years (1971-75) I worked in the Christian Medical
College & Hospital, Vellore laid for me another layer of
foundation for the ministry of evangelism. How the dedicated
doctors and staff of this Hospital fought to the last to save
lives, gave me many precious lessons on saving souls.
Everyday I saw human suffering firsthand. Whenever and
wherever possible I paused a while to speak words of
comfort and courage to the patients and relatives. My doctor
wife and I had been newly married, and I found it irritating
when she would be called at odd hours to attend to
emergencies in the paediatric ward. She would patiently
explain to me why I should not murmur. “Thank You,

Lord, for teaching me that we cannot bless others without
sacrificing ourselves!”

Mr. C. Samuel the then Chief Engineer of the CMC
Hospital was my boss. He was passionate for rural
evangelism. The Deputy Chief Engineer Mr. Edward
Packianathan was another mighty soulwinner. My assistant
Brother A. Jeyaraj would do anything in order to save

souls. People used to comment whether it was an
Engineering Department or Evangelism Department!
Brother D.G.S. Dhinakaran had just started to hold gospel
campaigns then. I would gratefully remember forever how

he encouraged me by sharing his pulpit with me several
times. The meetings in Mettur Dam are still green in my
mind.

“Why this waste?”

Youth frequently ask me how I decided to leave
Engineering for Evangelism. Here is my answer: “From
day one of my Christian life I was gripped with a desire to
live all out for God to glorify Him and save souls. It was
mounting up steadily during my student life and career
years. Visits to some tribal villages in Orissa and other
northern States of India added fuel to fire. Missionary
Evangelist T. L. Osborn’s words that the Need is the Call
kept ringing aloud in my ears. I wanted to invest the best
part of my life in God’s service. With increasing
responsibilities in God’s work, I could not do justice both
to my job and the ministry. There was a growing
dissatisfaction that I was not doing enough for souls. The
dominant thought in all my Bible meditation and private
prayer was about God’s missionary call. My wife and my
mom were supportive. With perfect ease and peace of mind
I submitted my resignation in 1975.” Of course there were
many who asked, “Why this waste?” But to me it was an
act of worship! I have not regretted my decision. I am now
fiftyfive (2002). What a joy to have poured nearly thirty
years totally at the feet of Jesus!

After her training in the CMC Hospital, Vellore, my wife
was a private practitioner in a muslim-dominated suburb
where she had a roaring practice with women and children.
She gave away 51% of her income to missions until she
also joined me to serve in BYM fulltime. Till this day she
does not accept any salary from the Mission. We lack
nothing.
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Vision begets mission!

The Blessing Youth Mission (BYM) which the Lord led
me to found alongwith a few others in 1971 has now
branched out to 11 States of India. The Mission has a
publishing ministry in English and 10 Indian vernaculars.
Nepali is the most recent addition. Presently there are over
275 fulltime missionaries with this organisation stationed
all over the country to labour for revival in existing churches
and to plant churches in virgin soils. Working in this set-
up has been an unique privilege for me to practically
understand the principles of evangelism and church-

planting.

Let’s also go!

I was coordinating the ministry of BYM from its central
office in Vellore for the first 17 years. I then handed over
administration to my first associates and moved out to
stay in mission fields alongwith my wife from 1987. We
spent two years in Karnataka, three years in Orissa, two
in Maharashtra, six months in the Sitteri Hills of Tamilnadu
and then moved to Madhya Pradesh in 1995. Our next
move was planned for Rajasthan, but I was diagnosed for
a serious heart problem in April 1996. I immediately had
to be rushed to the CMC Hospital in Vellore where I
underwent a byepass surgery. Following this health setback

I was advised not to get back into field stress but help the
Mission as an advisor and continue my writing and
itinerant ministry. I thank God for His gracious extension
of my life so I may still be a part of the Happy Harvest! If I
had not entered fulltime ministry before I was thirty and
waited to do so after fifty, how I would have missed the
best!

Smell of the fields

The nine years Lilian and I spent in the fields with our
frontline missionaries were perhaps the best part of our
ministerial life. Walking with the missionaries to villages,
watching them communicate the Gospel to people groups,
worshipping with the first generation Christians, and
working on relief programmes for the poor gave us plenty
of outside-the-classroom teaching on missiology. The simple
lifestyle of the missionaries and what separation from
children and relatives meant to them were observed
firsthand which challenged us enormously. Packing and
unpacking of household goods every two years, living out
of suitcases, staying in hostile atmosphere with people of
different cultures and languages, managing with collapsible
cots and chairs, non-availability of certain favorite foodstuff
(I love seafood!), lack of good medical facility, transport
and communication, and scores of such things were not
easy but adventurous. My wife will pick up any language
in less than a month’s time. But I would have only learnt
to smile in that language at the end of two years! For a
company-lover and a conversationalist like me it was a
killing experience. Nevertheless the “smell of the fields”
kept me refreshed.

Pauls for Timothy

Edinburgh ’80 was the first international missions
conference I attended. The next one was Amsterdam ’83
organized by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.
Meeting with men like Ralph Winter, Leighton Ford and
Patrick Johnstone (author of Operation World) was a rich
and rewarding experience in catching a world vision. The
brief moments I spent with God’s men like Leonard
Ravenhill (author of Why Revival Tarries), George Verwer
(founder of Operation Mobilisation), David Wilkerson
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(author of Cross & the Switchblade), Arthur Wallis (author
of God’s Chosen Fast), Pat Robertson (The 700 Club) and
Edwin Orr (composer of Search me, O God!) have left
indelible marks on my heart to go mad for God.
Dr. Theodore Williams’ missionary insights guided me
largely in my understanding of missions in the Biblical
perspective. Dr. Samuel Kamaleson’s scholarly messages
to the church leaders worldwide profoundly impacted me.
I memorized the missionary mottos from Dr. Oswald J.
Smith’s Passion for Souls. Thank God for these men who
shaped my thinking concerning God’s business of saving
souls.

Mom and Dad

Mummy was a mighty intercessor and an ardent
soulwinner. Visitation evangelism was her favorite. Mr. A.
Sivapragasam a businessman from Madurai was the first
Treasurer of Blessing Youth Mission. His wife was
introduced to Christ by mummy in hospital ministry. She
later influenced her husband and wooed the other members
of the family into the faith from Hindu background. Atleast
three of mummy’s contacts from rural children’s ministry
are now frontline missionaries with BYM. Daddy used to
sell Bibles and Prayer Books house to house. Some of his
customers paid money to me after his death. He built the
first Church in Kottaiyur near Karaikudi and handed it
over to the Church of South India. The unmarried elder
sister of mummy was a popular nurse-cum-midwife in
Virudhunagar a Hindu dominated town in Tamilnadu. She
would not leave any of her patients without telling about
Jesus. A family environment like this prepared me for a
life of soul harvest. Could it have been accidental? It was
after our passion of evangelism, Lilian and I named the
only child God gave us as Evangeline.

1413

Lest I tire you let me stop my story here and enter the
subject.

This book

My first book on evangelism and missions came out in
1990 as Beautiful Feet. After several reprints it is  now
discontinued and I have included important chapters from
it in this book. The emphasis throughout has been on
three areas: Personal Soulwinning, Neighbourhood
Evangelism and Missionary Outreach. All the truths
mentioned herein have been tested and found working.
When the Hindustan Bible Institute in Chennai honoured
me with a Doctorate in Divinity in 2000, I asked the Senate
members why they chose me who is neither a theologian
nor a missiologist. They answered, “You have made a
significant impact in the Church and the society for the
furtherance of the Gospel.” I bowed before the guests of
the graduation ceremony and confessed, “I am the chief of
all sinners; the least of all saints; and the least of all the
servants of God. I am what I am by the grace of God. I do
what I do by the power of God. Otherwise I know that
nothing good dwells in me.” I pass this book over to you,
dear reader, with the same confession that you too may be
encouraged and equipped to enter God’s HAPPY HARVEST!
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The Missionary Bible

OURS is a missionary God. His heart is a missionary
heart. His Son came as a Missionary. His Spirit is

sent to empower and equip the Church to finish the
missionary task. His Bible is a missionary Book. There
is none in all its sixtysix books without a reference to
missions. It is impossible not to be missionary-minded
after reading the Bible. Here are sample verses from
each book of the Bible.

Genesis

Get out of your country... to a land that I will show you...
I will bless you... and you shall be a blessing...And in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed. (12:1-3)

Exodus

Come now, therefore, and I will send you! (3:10)

Leviticus

Make the trumpet to sound throughout all your land...and
proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all its inhabitants!

(25:9,10)

Numbers

Shall your brothers go to war while you sit here? (32:6)

Deuteronomy

You shall bind these words of Mine as a sign on your
hand... speaking of them when you walk by the way!

(11:18,19)
Joshua

How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which
the Lord God has given you? (18:3)

Judges

Village life ceased... untill I, Deborah, arose! They chose
new gods! (5.7,8)

Ruth

There is no one but you to redeem it! (4:4)

1 Samuel

That all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel!
(17:46)

2 Samuel

When you hear the sound of marching on the tops of the
mulberry trees, then you shall advance quickly! (5:24)

1 Kings

When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and
they said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, He is God!”

(18:39)
2 Kings

We are not doing what is right. This day is a day of good
news, and we remain silent. If we wait until morning light,
some punishment will come on us. Now therefore, come,
let us go and tell! (7:9)
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1 Chronicles

Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among
all peoples. For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but
the Lord made the heavens. (16:24,26)

2 Chronicles

If My people who are called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land. (7:14)

Ezra

He is God who is in Jerusalem! (1:3)

Nehemiah

I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why
should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?

(6:3)
Esther

If you remain completely silent at this time, relief and
deliverance will arise from another place, but you will perish.
Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for
such a time as this? (4:14)

Job

I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last
on the earth. (19:25)

Psalms

Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession.

(2:8)
Proverbs

He who wins souls is wise. (11:30)

Ecclesiastes

He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards
the clouds will not reap... In the morning sow your seed,
and in the evening do not withhold your hand. (11:4,6)

Song of Solomon

Who is she who looks forth as the morning, fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, awesome as an army with banners?
(6:10)

Isaiah

I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then I said, Here am I! Send me.
And He said, go and tell. (6:8,9)

Jeremiah

Cursed is he who does the work of the Lord deceitfully,
and cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood.

(48:10)

Lamentations

The young children ask for bread, but no one breaks it for
them. (4:4)

Ezekiel

There shall be showers of blessing! I will make them and
the places round about My hill a blessing. (34:26)

Daniel

The Most High rules in the kingdom of men! (4:32)

Hosea

Sow for yourselves righteousness; Reap in mercy; Break
up your fallow ground, for it is time to seek the Lord, till
He comes and rains righteousness on you. (10:12)
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Joel

I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy; whoever calls on the name of
the Lord shall be saved. (2:28,32)

Amos

Woe to you who are at ease in Zion! You are not grieved for
the affliction of Joseph. (6:1,6)

Obadiah

Then deliverers shall come to Mount Zion to judge the
mountains of Esau, and the kingdom shall be the Lord’s.

(v 21)
Jonah

Should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are
more than 120,000 persons who cannot differentiate
between their right hand and their left? (4:11)

Micah

Arise and thresh, O daughter of Zion; for I will make your
hooves bronze; you shall beat in pieces many peoples; I
will consecrate their gain to the Lord and their substance
to the Lord of the whole earth. (4:13)

Nahum

Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good
tidings, who proclaims peace! (1:15)

Habakkuk

O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the
midst of the years make it known. (3:2)

Zephaniah

I will restore to the peoples a pure language, that they all
may call on the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one
mind. (3:9)

Haggai

Thus says the Lord of Armies: Once more (it is a little
while) I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the
Desire of All Nations. (2:6,7)

Zechariah

The Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it
shall be: The Lord is one and His name one. (14:9)

Malachi

From the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My
name shall be great among the Gentiles... My name shall
be great among the nations. (1:11)

Matthew

All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations!

(28:18,19)
Mark

Come after Me, and I will make you become fishers of
men. (1:17)

Luke

The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few;
therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers
into His harvest. (10:2)

John

The night is coming when no one can work! (9:4)

Acts

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me... to the ends
of the earth. (1:8)
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Romans

I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where
Christ was named, lest I should build on another man’s
foundation, but as it is written: “To whom He was not
announced, they shall see; and those who have not heard
shall understand.” (15:20,21)

1 Corinthians

Woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!  (9:16)

2 Corinthians

He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. (9:6)

Galatians

Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season
we shall reap if we do not lose heart. (6:9)

Ephesians

Pray for me that utterance may be given to me, that I may
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the
gospel. (6:19)

Philippians

At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under earth;
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (2:10,11)

Colossians

Pray for us that God would open to us a door for the
Word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also
in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

(4:3,4)

1 Thessalonians

Affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart

to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives,

because you had become dear to us! (2:8)

2 Thessalonians

Brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have

free course and be glorified, just as it is with you. (3:1)

1 Timothy

God our Saviour desires all men to be saved and to come

to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and

one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.

(2:4,5)

2 Timothy

Preach the Word! Be ready in season and out of season...

endure afflictions... do the work of an evangelist. (4:2,5)

Titus

The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all

men. (2:11)

Philemon

Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ!

(v 9)

Hebrews

They through faith subdued kingdoms. (11:33)

James

He who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a

soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. (5:20)
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Saved to Save!

WE are saved to save others. We are Christians to
make others Christians. We are born again to win

others for the Kingdom. We are God’s children to bring
others into God’s family. We are disciples of Christ to enroll
others as His disciples. We are in the Church to church the
unchurched. We are sanctified to show others the way of
holiness. We are going to Heaven and we cannot meet our
Lord empty-handed!

Our basic calling is to be SOULWINNERS. “Follow Me
and I will make you fishers of men” (Mt 4:19). Here is the
very first call of Christ recorded in the New Testament. The
supreme purpose of Christ’s coming to this world was “to
save sinners” (1 Tim 1:15). This is “a trustworthy saying
that deserves full acceptance!” He was a Soulwinner, first
and last. His very name, Jesus, carries the slogan of
salvation (Mt 1:21). His followers cannot be otherwise.

Andrew Murray said, “There are only two groups of
Christians: Soulwinners and Backsliders!” This was not

1 Peter

You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light. (2:9)

2 Peter

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is patient towards us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

(3:9)
1 John

This is the victory that has overcome the world: our
faith. (5:4)

2 John

Many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not
confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a
deceiver and an antichrist. (v 7)

3 John

They (the travelling missionaries) went forth for His name’s
sake, taking nothing from the Gentiles. We therefore ought
to receive such, that we may become fellow workers for the
truth. (vv 7,8)

Jude

You should contend earnestly for the faith which was once
for all delivered to the saints. (v 3)

Revelation

See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can
shut it! (3:8)
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his original thought, but he borrowed it from Jesus who
said, “He who does not gather with Me scatters” (Mt 12:30).
The Church is then filled with backsliders. If you are not
excited about  evangelism, if you do not go after souls,
you are backslidden. You are cold. In the parable the
younger son is called the prodigal but I think otherwise.
Look at the end of the story. The younger son was back
home and the elder would not enter in! Reason? He was
not interested in winning the lost. His was a self-centered
religion. A soulwinner’s heart weeps and rejoices with the
Father’s over the souls. The elder son is a type of backsliders
within the Church.

One sometimes wonders why there is no joy in our
Churches. People are long-faced and there is no excitement
or enthusiasm or exuberance. The answer is simple. There
is no soulwinning. When the shepherd found his lost sheep
he called his friends and neighbours and said, “Rejoice
with me!” So said the woman who found her lost coin and
the father who found his lost son (Lk 15:1-31). To the
shepherd the loss was 1%, to the woman 10% and to the
father 50%! The size matters not. Soulwinning excites
Heaven with great joy! (vv 7,10). One who does not win
souls is out of tune with Heaven. Dancing is not Pentecostal.
It belongs to all soulwinners! (v 25). Von Zinzendorf said,
“Our joy until we die is to win men for the Lord!”

The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is not a ticket to enter
the Kingdom of God but an ordination for soulwinning.
The last recorded words of Christ before Ascension said
exactly that (Acts 1:8). When Christ Himself was anointed
with the Holy Spirit He went out soulwinning (Acts 10:38).
The early Church filled the cities with the gospel and turned
the world upside down when they were baptized with the
Spirit. Three thousand souls were added to the Church in
a single day. Peter did not stay back inside buildings as a
superintending pastor but was out in the streets

making his shadow available to folks! (Acts 5:15). Stephen
and Philip were appointed as deacons alongwith five others
for food distribution. But they considered soulwinning as
their primary calling. Stephen was out among the people
preaching and healing and became the first martyr since
Pentecost. Philip was out in Samaria preaching-healing-
delivering (Ph.D.) and came to be known as Philip the
Evangelist. The entire church was a band of (p)reachers!
(Acts 8:14). Paul’s epistles to Timothy are called pastoral
epistles but he admonished Timothy to “do the work of an
evangelist” (2 Tim 4:5).

The devil will oppose evangelism tooth and nail
because it plunders hell and populates Heaven.
Throughout history he has been changing his tactics to
sidetrack the Church from reaching the unreached. One of
his modern tools is the so-called doctrine of perfection. His
agents will preach things like these: “Why bother about
the outsiders when the insiders themselves are not alright?”
“When you yourself are not perfect, why go to preach to
another person?” “When the 99 sheep inside are fighting
against each other why go after that one sheep?” “He who
is holy, let him be holy still. He who is filthy, let him be
filthy still. You keep on becoming holier and don’t bother
about the one in filth.” The fallacy of such teaching is
obvious. Beloved, beware of such eccentrics! We are
sanctified to serve! Moses was cleansed and commissioned!
(Ex 3:5,10). So was David (Psa 51:12,13), Isaiah (Isa 6:5-
9), Jeremiah (Jer 1:4,5) and scores of others. We are
sanctified for the Master’s “use” and “every good work” (2
Tim 2:21). Don’t become a doll in the showcase, dusted
everyday!

I rejoice over the renewed interest everywhere over the
gifts of the Spirit, but I regret that the purpose of gifts is
not properly understood by Christians. Gifts are not for
those who stay in but who go out. Why do you need the
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gift to take up snakes, when you are in a mosquitto-proof
room? You drink only Bisleri water, you never go out to
villages and places of poor sanitation; then why do you
need the gift of drinking deadly thing? Take your gift of
healing to remote and uncivilized places where there is
no hospital or doctor. Over the years I have very carefully
observed that greater and genuine miracles of healing happen
in remote tribal villages, among neglected people, through
the hands of ordinary men and women, than in highly-
publicized healing crusades in cities and towns with
Hollywood-style evangelists. Go where the need is lest God
grieves over the gifts He has bestowed on you.

Slothfulness has been number one enemy for
soulwinning. The five-talented man earned another five.
Likewise the two-talented man earned another two. But
the one-talented man buried it and was severely rebuked
by the Master for his slothfulness. We all have talents. If
we don’t use them we will lose them. Prophet Amos cries
out, “Woe to you who are complacent in Zion... you lie on
beds inlaid with ivory... you strum away on your harps
like David... but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph”
(Am 6:1-6). This is the true portrait of the Church today.
At ease in Zion! Convenience has become the guiding factor
in all plans and programmes! Only blessing, no bleeding!
Only crowns, no cross! Awake, Deborah! Arise, Barak! God’s
call is clear to the Church, the sleeping giant. Pastors, stop
the Sunday evening services for a few months and lead
the congregations to stand near cinema theatres, liquor
shops, market places and villages to praise and proclaim
God’s greatness ! Why not ? The Church is God’s
salvation army! Out into the offense! The gates of hell
will have to give way! (Mt 16:18). Let’s captivate the
captives! Most of the believers are suffering from
indigestion, because there’s no exercise. We sing, Stand
up, Stand up for Jesus, and then sit down! Oh for a revival

to stir up the silent majority in the Church and send it out!
William Booth challenged, “Many desire to live within the
sound of church bell; I’d rather run a rescue shop within a
yard of hell !”

If only each one in the church could reach one outside,
the church growth will defeat all imagination. Take for
example a congregation of just 100 believers. Let’s adopt
the principle of each one reaching just one other person for
Christ in a month’s time and making him a soulwinner to
follow the same procedure. By February it becomes 200,
by March 400, April 800, May 1600, June 3200, July
6400, August 12,800, September 25,600, October
51,200, November 1,02,400 and December 2,04,800!
Even if you allow for 50% backsliding, we will be still left
with a clear membership of 1,00,000! How deplorable
our condition is on the face of this arithmatics! I believe
this is how the early church grew until  it was
institutionalized, and the unscriptural clergy-laity
distinction came into existence. All believers are full-
pledged priests and kings to offer up and show forth
God’s praises (1 Pet 2:4-10). According to European
Christian Mission, Europe’s churches are losing 4242
members a day including 1627 Protestants. Enough to
weep!

A sense of urgency should grip us. Not much time is
left. Over 80 persons die every minute. Now I am sure the
number is more, with all the earthquakes, floods, disasters,
violence and accidents. That means people are dying at a
rate faster than that of the second-hand of the clock. Is it
nothing to us?

While preaching in churches I use to ask the congregation
one standard question: “What should you do if you want
to fish?” Someone will say, “I must buy a fishing rod or a
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net.” Another, “I must get worms for bait.” And all similar
answers. Rarely would anyone rise up and say, “I must go
out where the fish are!” Yes beloved, GOING is the main
thing in soulwinning. Even praying cannot become a
substitute for going. Some folks await guidance on knees.
They will not move unless God “leads” them to a soul. This
is not what we learn from the Scriptures. We must keep
“going” and God will do the “leading.” A parked car cannot
easily be turned! Paul kept on going and God found it
easy to turn his direction (Acts 16:6-10). The late musician-
singer Keith Green used to say: “Christ has commanded
us to go. In the army you must keep obeying the first
command until you hear the next. Christ has not told us
to come back!” God, heal our paralysis!

John Wesley preached most of his sermons in the open
air. When the Church in Epworth did not give him the
pulpit, he stood on the flat tombstone of his father and
preached every evening for a week. George Whitefield was
a great open-air preacher. My advice to my younger friends
is never to hunt for pulpits. Wherever and whenever you
meet a sinner, there you have a pulpit and a pew! Jesus
the Master Soulwinner preached in seashores, by
mountainside, in fields and every imaginable place.
The apostles got some of their best converts by riverbanks
or prison cells. One of the attesting signs of the ministry of
Jesus was, “The poor have the gospel preached to them!”
The poor means the neglected, down-trodden people of
the society. Let’s go to them. When an affluent man in
the society shows some interest in the gospel, every
preacher goes to him saying he is a “good” soul! A few
years ago a cine actor in Chennai became an earnest
enquirer and he was flanked by preachers and ministers.
The fellow got scared and never got saved! Friends, away
with such secret lusts while soulwinning! All souls are
equally precious to God.

As much as Christians are interested in mass evangelism,
they are not in personal soulwinning. D. L. Moody was a
great crusade evangelist but he said, There is nothing like
hand-plucked fruit! The laws of a Nation may ban mass
crusades but who can stop person-to-person evangelism?
Do you remember the statistics I worked out earlier?
And it is least expensive. On the other hand hundreds
of thousands of rupees are spent in crusades in India,
but the number of non-Christians joining the church as
a result is negligible. More than 90% of the crusade
participants are Christians! This is not to decry crusade
evangelism but to show the difference.

Let’s repent of the sin of evangelising the evangelized,
reaching the reached, blessing the blessed, converting
the converted, baptizing the baptized, comforting the
comforted, and neglecting the neglected! Remember, 80%
of India’s population is in the 6,00,000 villages, mostly
unreached. Jesus said, “Whoever serves Me must follow
Me; and where I am, My servant also will be” (Jn 12:26).
If Jesus is here in India today, where do you think He
will be? If Paul is in India, where do you think he will
be mostly found? (Rom 15:20).

Don’t be discouraged if the results of your soulwinning
efforts are not always good. Go on faithfully sowing the
seed. “Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let
not your hands be idle, for you do not know which will
succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally
well” (Eccl 11:6). We are not commanded to “Christianize”
the world but “Evangelize” it ! Sowing and watering is our
job but granting the harvest is God’s (1 Cor 3:6).

The rewards of soulwinning are glorious. “He who wins
souls is WISE” (Prov 11:30). “He who goes out weeping,



carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of JOY, carrying

sheaves with him” (Psa 126:6). The folks whom we lead to
the Lord will be our HOPE, our JOY, our CROWN and our

GLORY at the Return of the Lord! (1 Thess 2:19.20). My
mother was an ardent soulwinner. We have epitaphed Daniel

12:3 for her: “Those who lead many to righteousness will
shine like the STARS for ever and ever!”

4

The Purpose of Pentecost

GONE are the days when the Baptism with the
Holy Spirit was considered a denominational

experience. The number of opponents of the Pentecostal
truth is on the decline. Recent years have witnessed a
number of renowned leaders and theologians of non-
Charismatic persuasion changing their position as they
tasted the New Wine themselves. The fastest church growth
in the world is reported among the Pentecostals or
Charismatics. This ought to be so because we are at the
end of the last days of the Spirit’s outpouring!

However, there is a sad observation demanding serious
attention. We have failed to fully understand the
“purpose” of Pentecost. The circumferential benefits of
the Spirit Baptism are blown up. The central thrust is
sinfully neglected. The peripheral blessings have eclipsed
the primary. This is true atleast in India, among a vast
majority of Pentecostals.

The supreme purpose of Pentecost was stated in no
uncertain terms by Christ in His last words before
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Ascension: “You shall receive POWER when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be WITNESSES
to Me... to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Let’s get it
right. To equip us with power to witness for Christ is
the supreme purpose of the Spirit’s infusion. Any other
is secondary.

The Holy Spirit has come to “convict the world of sin,
and of righteousness, and of judgment” (Jn 16:8). He
desires sinners to eschew sin and embrace righteousness.
He warns them of the impending judgment. The Church
is His mouthpiece. The believers are to articulate His
message of invitation to the living waters. “The Spirit
and the bride say, Come!... And let him who thirsts
come” (Rev 22:17).

The greatest miracle of Pentecost was not the sound
from heaven, the mighty wind, the fiery tongues or
speaking in tongues. These were only a prelude. The
climaxing event was the baptism of 3000 people!
Pentecost plunders hell to populate Heaven!

When the 120 “Christians” received the Pentecostal
power, they reaped 3000 souls. In the city of Chennai
alone, there are much more than 120 “Churches”
claiming Pentecostal experience. Yet the city has not
witnessed even 1000 people baptized on any single day.
Where does the problem lie? Have we substituted noise
for voice? And rattle for revival? Pentecostal power is
for public proclamation of the evangel. “Peter, standing
up with the eleven, raised his voice and said...” (Acts
2:14). Christians, Stand up! Speak up!

Tarrying is only “until” we are endued with power
from on High. Then we should troop to all nations to
preach repentance and remission of sins in His Name!
(Lk 24:47-49). Why did Jesus blow the Holy Spirit on

the disciples? To warm them and make them feel good?
Never! But that they might go as His agents in the ministry
of forgiveness! (Jn 20:22,23).

Pentecost turns cowards into men of courage. Watch
Peter before Pentecost and after. “The boldness of Peter...
uneducated and untrained!” (Acts 4:13). Let’s stir up
the gift of God in us. “For God has not given us a spirit
of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind”
(2 Tim 1:6-8). To witness with “power” against the
domains of darkness! To  witness with “love” to the
hurting humans! To witness with a “sound mind” while
succouring the sufferers!

Pentecost is anti-hoarding. It crusades against all
selfishness. Its firstfruit is “love” (Gal 5:22). It opens
the purses to share with the have-nots. “Now all who
believed were together, and had all things in common,
and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them
among all, as anyone had need” (Acts 2:44,45; 4:34,35).
That’s why even the business managers of the
distribution programme were to be men “full of the Holy
Spirit!” (Acts 6:3).

The slogan of the Pentecostal believer should be, I
care! He must go to the poor with good tidings. He
must visit the  brokenhearted with healing balm. He
must proclaim liberty to the captives. He must comfort
and console all who mourn. He must give them beauty
for ashes and oil of joy for mourning. He must clothe
them with the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness
(Isa 61:1-3).

Pentecost brings renewal in worship (Acts 2:11). And
worship must beget witnessing. The Spirit-baptized
disciples were “praising God AND having favour with all
the people” (v 47). Worshipless witness is passionless.
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Witnessless worship is purposeless. Witnessing in fact
is an act of worship. It is proclaiming God’s praises to
those in darkness (1 Pet 2:9,10).

Restoration movements are specialising in worship.
Wonderful. Sermons on the rebuilding of David’s
tabernacle abound. Great. But what for is this restoration
and rebuilding? “SO THAT the rest of the mankind may
seek the Lord, even all the Gentiles...” (Acts 15:15-17).
Celebration of God’s praise should not be isolated from
confession of God’s grace (Rom 15:9-11). If any of these
two dimensions, vertical or horizontal, is missing, we
must only say that our Pentecost has not “fully come!”

The semi-believers of the Bible argue that the days of
miracles are past. But these men are ignored and God’s
remnant people are restudying the Scriptures on the
gifts of the Spirit. God is restoring to the Church
whatever the locusts of liberals and the cankerworms of
critics have eaten. Here again we should beware lest we
miss the purpose of these gifts. Oftentimes God’s primary
intent is sacrificed on the altar of man’s personal
interests.

Jesus gave a partial list of the gifts of the Spirit in
Mark 16:15-18. The context is unmistakably evangelism.
“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature... And these signs shall follow...” The first
healing miracle after Pentecost multiplied the number
of disciples to 5000. Men alone so many! (Acts 4:4).
The sign gifts are primarily for attesting the gospel
preaching (Mk 16:20). “So great a salvation... God also
bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit” (Heb 2:3,4).

Gifts of the Spirit seminars which do not propel the
participants to the unreached frontiers, where millions

are held under the devil’s spell, have completely defeated
the purpose. There are tribal areas where every other
person is demon-possessed. Rally there to cast out devils.
Thousands of primitive villagers are dying of diseases
without any medical help. Run there to exercise the gifts
of healing. Mission fields present situations which baffle
the best of minds. Rush there with your “word of
wisdom” and “word of knowledge.” What’s the use of
arms and ammunition unless we fight the enemy with
them and free the people?

Dr. R. L. Brandt in his timely book, Gifts for the
Marketplace, writes, “The Gifts of the Spirit are not for
mere spiritual entertainment, nor for theological
speculation... The Pentecostal world has generally held
the view that the function of the Spirit’s gifts is to be
essentially fulfilled within the four walls of the
sanctuary... Yet a careful examination of the gifts in the
Early Church reveals that they were more commonly
used in the marketplace rather than in the meeting place.”
Raymond Carlson, the General Superintendent of
Assemblies of God in the US, in his foreword to this
book, endorses the author’s viewpoint.

Note, even speaking in tongues and prophesying, given
for self-edification and church-edification, have
evangelistic value. Tongues are a sign to “unbelievers.”
Prophesying convicts the “unbeliever”  (1 Cor
14:22,24,25).

One of the superb pictures of Holy Spirit revival is in
Ezekiel 37. As the prophet prophesied, the Lord caused
His breath to enter the dry bones. There was noise,
rattling and all that. But the operation was not complete
until they stood on their “feet” as an exceedingly great
army! “Beautiful feet” to go shouting the Good Tidings!



3837

Psalm 51 is an unparallelled prayer for personal
restoration. David cried, “O God... Do not cast me away
from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit
from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and
uphold me with Your generous Spirit.” Why? “THEN I
will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall
be converted to You” (vv 11-13). We miss not a single
Revival meeting, Renewal seminar and Restoration camp.
What’s the result? How many are converted thro’ our
testimony? Let’s take stock.

Pentecostal outpouring is accompanied by
prophesying, dreams and visions (Acts 2:17,18). What
should be the end result of all these manifestations?
“And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the
Name of the Lord shall be saved” (v 21). That God is
first and foremost interested in saving of souls is crystal
clear. God’s blessings should not stagnate in us. Rather
they should flow from us (Jn 7:37,38). “I will bless
you... and you shall be a blessing” (Gen 12:2).

Visions and dreams are increasingly popular today.
An analysis of the visions and dreams in the Book of
Acts shows that most of them were related to missionary
evangelism. Peter’s vision was a call to preach to the
Gentiles (Ch 10). One of Paul’s visions was to carry the
gospel to Macedonia (Ch 16). In another vision God
encouraged him to witness boldly amidst hostility
(Ch 18). Folks testify of visions of white doves, white
angels, white light and so on! Very good. But how about
“white” fields ready for harvest? Visionaries must become
missionaries.

When will the Pentecostal churches outdo others in
missionary-going and missionary-giving? God cannot
endlessly wait and watch millions perish. He so loved

the world that He gave away His only Son. But we so
love our sons and daughters that we forget the world!

Most of the references to “joy” in the Book of Acts are
around evangelism. The disciples rejoiced when they were
beaten for their testimony (5:40,41). Philip’s evangelistic
campaign caused great joy in Samaria (8:8). Barnabas
rejoiced when he saw conversions in Antioch (11:22,23).
The Gentiles were gladdened when the apostles turned
to them with the gospel (13:47,48). The disciples were
filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit following persecution
and expulsion of Paul and Barnabas (13:50-52). The
conversion of Gentiles in Phoenicia and Samaria caused
great joy to the believers (15:3). The joy in the Holy
Spirit is the joy of the Harvest. Because, He is the
Director of missions (13:4).

One of the grossly misapplied sayings of Jesus
concerning the Spirit is Mark 13:11. “Do not worry
beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. But
whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is
not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.” Friends, this
has no reference to preaching. Much less to preaching
without preparation! Observe the context: “The gospel
must first be preached to all the nations. But WHEN
they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry
beforehand...” (vv 10,11).

More and more anti-Christian forces are lifting up
their ugly heads in India. Pentecost means persecution,
pain, prison, and that kind. Days will reveal who true
Pentecostals are! “If you are reproached for the Name of
Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of
God rests on you!” (1 Pet 4:14).

There are still others who are caught up in the web of
perfection theories. They keep on polishing their shoes,
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not to march on to the fields but to walk round and
round on mosaic floors and carpets. They are afraid to
soil the shoes! What a master deceiver the devil is!

True the fire of the Spirit is to burn all the chaff and
purge us thoroughly. He cleans up the vessel inside
and out. But what for? Not to keep in the showcase!
Rather to be “useful for the Master, prepared for every
good work” (2 Tim 2:21). We should not only walk like
Jesus, but also work like Him. One is not complete
without the other.

Following the first outpouring of the Spirit, the
disciples spoke with gladness the works of God (Acts
2:11). After the second outpouring they spoke with
boldness the word of God (4:31). This then is the
purpose of Pentecost: TO SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD
WITH GLADNESS AND BOLDNESS!

5

The Church in the World

THE Church is the “salt of the earth” and the “light
of the world” (Mt 5:13,14). It alone holds the key to

national prosperity.

Genesis 18:23-26 is an example. Abraham was standing
before God pleading for Sodom and Gomorrah. The sin of
the people there was grievous. Judgment was imminent.
Abraham said to God, “Suppose there were fifty righteous
within the city, would You also destroy the place and not
spare it for the fifty righteous who were in it?” And the
Lord answered, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within
the city, then I will spare ALL THE PLACE for their sake.”
Abraham then started bargaining for 45, 40, 30, 20 and
finally 10! Even then God promised, “I will not destroy it
for the sake of ten.”

The role of the Church for the prosperity of the country
is best said in 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If My people who are
called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and
seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will



4241

hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and HEAL
THEIR LAND.”

God is NOT interested to punish or destroy any nation.
He is a Saviour. Destruction comes to a nation not primarily
because of its sin but because there is none to plead before
God to stop the judgment. Look at Ezekiel 22:29-31: “The
people of the land have used oppressions, committed
robbery... So I sought for a man among them who would
make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of
the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.
THEREFORE I have poured out My indignation on them.”

Evan Roberts prayed, “Lord, bend the Church and bless
the world.” And God’s blessing was poured on Wales. The
revival under John Wesley changed the very character of
England. So also the ministry of Charles Finney in America.
South Korea is one of the most prosperous countries in
the world today. There are 2000 churches in Seoul alone.
One third of the members of Parliament are Christians.

God blesses a country through the Church. This has
been God’s method always. The pattern begins with the
story of Abraham. “I will bless you and you shall be a
blessing. In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”
(Gen 12:2,3).

Let’s consider three responsibilities of the Church to the
country.

1. Prayer

This is our primary and foremost responsibility. “I exhort
FIRST OF ALL that supplications, prayers, intercessions
and giving of thanks be made for all MEN, for KINGS and
all who are in authority” (1 Tim 2:1,2). Yes, we must pray
for the leaders and the laity.

a) For leaders

THAT they may lead a clean life and their hands be free
from corruption. The mother of King Lemuel taught him,
“Do not give your strength to women, nor your ways to
that which destroys kings. It is not for kings to drink
wine, nor for princes, intoxicating drink” (Prov 31:3,4).
How can we point our finger at the unrighteousness of a
leader before lifting our hands to God for him? John the
Baptist rebuked King Herod because he was keeping his
brother’s wife. But John was a man of prayer and he also
had taught his disciples to pray.

THAT they may depend on God who is the Source of all
authority, rather than on popularity from men. King David
emphasizes this truth in Psalm 21. “The king shall have
joy in Your strength, O Lord; and in Your salvation how
greatly shall he rejoice!... For the king trusts in the Lord,
and through the mercy of the Most High he shall not be
moved” (vv 1,7). King Nebuchadnezzar learnt this lesson
the hard way (Dan 4:28-37).

THAT they may be given good counselors and that they
may have a listening ear. The wisest king ever lived rightly
said, “Better is a poor and wise youth than an old and
foolish king who will be admonished no more”(Eccl 4:13).
The kingdom was irrepairably divided when king Rehoboam
“rejected the counsel which the elders gave him, and
consulted the young men who had grown up with him
who stood before him” (1 Ki 12:8,16). It is a tragedy when
a leader is surrounded by men of selfish motives. We must
pray that God will give right discernment to our leaders.
“Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew
all men, and had no need that anyone should testify of
man, for He knew what was in man” (Jn 2:24,25).

THAT they may judge with righteousness. First the poor.
“The king who judges the poor with truth, his throne will
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be established forever” (Prov 29:14). Then the wicked. “A
wise king sifts out the wicked, and brings the threshing
wheel over them” (Prov 20:26). In these days when might
is right, we need to be blessed with kind leaders who will
uphold the cause of the poor and bold leaders who will
not spare the wicked. Our politicians must be delivered
from the dreadful sin of favouritism. They must be free
from love of money which leads to bribery and injustice.
May all our leaders read one chapter from the Book of
Proverbs every day!

THAT they may be protected. Satan has flooded the
nations with a spirit of murder. We must rebuke these
blood-thirsty spirits in the Name of Jesus and release
angelic spirits of protection over our leaders. Tight security
arrangements and personal body-guards are useless
“unless the Lord guards the city” (Psa 127:1). The awful
assassination of Mrs. Indira Gandhi and then Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi is a costly lesson for Indian Christians to regularly
pray for the protection of the leaders. We read how God
saved David from Saul’s envy and fury. “Saul cast the
spear, for he said, I will pin David to the wall with it. But
David escaped his presence twice. Now Saul was afraid of
David, because the Lord was with him” (1 Sam 18:11,12).

THAT God may guide them in all their decisions. The
Bible clearly teaches there are spiritual powers behind
political leadership. A clear example is in Daniel 10:12-
21. The answer from God to Daniel’s prayer  was blocked
in the heavenlies by “the prince of the kingdom of Persia”
for “twenty one days.” The angel who brought the answer
could reach Daniel only when Michael, one of the chief
princes, came to help him. Beloved, “We do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Therefore... praying always...”  (Eph 6:12,18). The destiny
of a nation is not in the Parliament House but in God’s
House!

b) For laity

Paul admonished we must pray for “all men”. It is not
possible to give an exhaustive list of items to be prayed
over for the people of a country, but the following aspects
are important.

THAT God may cause our people to repent from sin
and He may rain righteousness on the nation.
“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to
any people” (Prov 14:34). Prophet Hosea urged the people,
“It is time to seek the Lord till He comes and rains
righteousness on you” (Hos 10:12). A spirit of rebellion
and wickedness is prevalent in almost every nation. Unless
God intervenes, a global holocaust is imminent. Jesus
taught us to pray, “Your will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven.” The realisation of the prayer possibilities makes
us optimistic. We should never give up.

THAT all men may be saved. We immediately think of
the broad way and the narrow gate. True, but see what
God’s perfect will is: “This is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Saviour, who desires ALL MEN TO BE
SAVED and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim
2:3,4). We must pray according to God’s desire! Remember,
God so loved THE WORLD! Start praying for everyone in
your neighbourhood and street and society. Get a map of
India and one of the world. Let the name of each tribe and
people group pass through your praying lips atleast once
in your lifetime!

The following Bible examples are striking—

MOSES: “Oh, these people have sinned a great sin, and
have made for themselves a god of gold! Yet now, if you
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will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of
Your book which You have written” (Ex 32:32,33). Because
of the grief over the sin of the people, Moses’ throat choked.
Note the pause “—” in his prayer.

DANIEL: “I prayed to the Lord my God, and made
confession, and said... we have sinned and committed
iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled... O my
God,... we do not present our supplications before You
because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great
mercies. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive!” (Dan 9:4,5,18,19).
Daniel identified himself with the sins of the people and
pleaded for mercy.

PAUL: “My heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is
that they may be saved... I have great sorrow and
continuous grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself
were accursed from Christ for my kinsmen according to
the flesh” (Rom 10:1; 9:2,3). Paul shares the spirit of
Moses. Moses was ready to get his name blotted out from
the Book for the people. Paul was willing to be cursed in
place of his people.

Let’s now look at our second responsibility.

2. Purity

If the Church fails to maintain purity within and without,
it cannot fulfil its God-intended mission on the earth. If
the Church fails, the country is doomed. God cannot bless
the country any other way.

a) Purity within

The healing of a nation depends on the holiness of the
Church. Again look at 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If MY PEOPLE
who are called by My Name will humble THEMSELVES,
and turn from THEIR wicked ways, then I will hear from

heaven, and will forgive THEIR sin and heal their land.”
Judgment must begin at the house of God. An unholy
Church is a contradiction. As the Church goes, so goes
the world! There are numerous religions in the world. But
only the blood of Christ can cleanse one’s sins and give
him power to live holy. The Church must demonstrate
holiness, should it deliver the country from hellishness. If
the Church loses its holy fire, millions will go to hell fire.

Jesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also
love one another. BY THIS all will know that you are My
disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 13:34,35).
Wearing Gospel buttons on shirts and affixing stickers on
our belongings is not sufficient. People must see real love
among Christians. Otherwise, they will dump all our
literature and programmes as mere advertisement
techniques and become only antagonised. Jesus said, “You
are the salt of the earth.” What does this mean? Turn to
Mark 9:50, “Have salt in yourselves, and have PEACE
with one another!”

b) Purity without

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world”. Jesus the
true Light is to shine through us in the world. He is no
more on earth in flesh and blood. The world cannot see
Him today. “As He is, so are we in this world” (1 Jn 4:17).
We represent Him. Every Christian must be a little Christ
in his setting. When people saw the works of Christ on
earth, they glorified the Father in Heaven. So also Christ
tells us, “Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father in
Heaven” (Mt 5:16). Sadhu Sundar Singh challenged, “India
wants to see a Christian!”

We must submit ourselves to civil authorities. The
following passage should sink into our hearts: “Let every
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soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is
no authority except from God, and the authorities which
exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the
authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist
will bring judgment on themselves. Therefore you must be
subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’
sake” (Rom 13:1,2,5). We should never abuse leaders.
“You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people”
(Ex 22:28). Even if a ruler does foolishly, the reaction of a
Christian citizen must be Christian. “Submit yourselves to
every ordinance of man... For this is the will of God, that
by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men...Honour all people. Love the brotherhood.
Fear God. Honour the King” (1 Pet 2:13-17).

A Christian should never evade tax. He must “render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things
that are God’s” (Mt 22:21). Notice that the payment of tax
is mentioned before offering to God. Tithing does not
exempt us from tax-paying! God does not accept black
money. Government is by God. Dear friends, can we
challenge our countrymen to follow us?

Divisions in the churches lead to court cases. This is a
shame. Paul rebukes, “Dare any of you, having a matter
against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not
before saints?... I say this to your shame. Is it so, that
there is not a wise man among you, not even one, who will
be able to judge between his brothers? But brother goes
to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!” (1
Cor 6:1-6). In other words, any church which goes to
court for an internal dispute is all fools, not one wise.

The third responsibility is—

3. Proclamation

We must proclaim God’s love in word and in deed. It is
sharing the Bread of Life as well as the bread for life.

a) Bread of Life

The greatest obligation of the Church is to fulfil the great
Commission of her Lord. “Go... make disciples...
baptizing... teaching...” (Mt 28:19,20). Christ did not
command us to christianize the world but evangelize it.
The church is God’s instrument to turn people from
darkness to light. “The Lord has commanded us: I have
set you to be a light to the Gentiles, that you should be for
salvation to the ends of the earth” (Acts 13:47). There are
millions unreached and neglected. We cannot rest until
the last man is told about Christ who died for him. The
mission of the Church is missions: seeking the lost. The
only civil law Christians cannot obey is the anticonversion
law. A Christian is a follower of Christ and he cannot be
so without being a fisher of men. Because, Jesus said,
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Mt 4:19).
Our authority to proclaim the gospel and enroll people to
Christ is not from any civil government. Christ said, “ALL
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
THEREFORE and make disciples of all the nations!” (Mt
28:19). When the rulers threatened the early apostles not
to preach the Gospel, they coolly answered, “We ought to
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:28,29).

b) Bread for life

Christ preached the Gospel and healed the sick. He is
Lord of the soul and also of the body. The gospel uplifts
the whole man—spiritually and socially. Communism is
not the answer to poverty and hunger. Christianity is the
answer.

The lack of social concern on the part of evangelical
Christians cannot be condoned. God says, “The poor will
never cease from the land; therefore I COMMAND you,
saying, You shall open your hands wide to your brother,
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to the poor and the needy in your land” (Dt 15:11). On the
Day of Pentecost, the purses of the early disciples were
also baptized. They spontaneously opened  them to the
needy (Acts 2:44,45). Let’s remember what the King would
say to those separated to His right hand, “Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
drink... Assuredly, I say to you, in as much as you did it
to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me”
(Mt 25:31-46).

6

Why is it a Good News?

A MESSENGER will be void of enthusiasm if he
is not excited about the message he carries. The very

word “Gospel” excited Apostle Paul to his innermost: He
calls it the gospel of the glory of Christ! (2 Cor 4:4). He
says it’s a message that shines! He writes to the Christians
in Rome, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ!” (Rom
1:16). In other words he was proud of the message of the
gospel.

The word “Gospel” comes from the Greek word
“Evangelion” which means Good News. The root word is
“Godspell” which is an Anglo Saxon word meaning the
Story of God. That’s the Glad Tidings!

All that glitters is not gold. All that is preached from
Christian pulpits is not the gospel. There is so much of
adulteration and dilution in most modern preaching in the
theologians’ attempt to contextualize the gospel. While
preparing to preach to the students of Cambridge University
God impressed on Billy Graham to preach the same
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message he preached a few weeks prior to it to the
tribespeople in Africa ! He obeyed and hundreds of
intellectuals were converted as they believed the simple
gospel.

Someone said, The world has many religions but only
one Gospel! The reason is that the gospel has the Cross at
its centre. How do we communicate the gospel with power
and effect in this materialistic, scientific, rebellious, secular,
immoral, humanistic age? Here is Paul’s answer: “I preach
Christ and Him crucified, not with the excellence of speech
or wisdom but in the power of God” (2 Cor 2:1-5).

Jesus Christ is God’s Evangelist and what He spoke
from the Cross of Calvary covers all the aspects of the
gospel. Each of His sayings from the Cross emphasises
one particular aspect of the message of the gospel. The
gospel is a Good News, because it is—

1. A Message of Forgiveness

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
do” (Lk 23:34).

The Gospel is the message of God’s forgiveness. That’s
what Jesus commissioned His disciples to preach.
“Repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
His name to all nations” (Lk 24:47).

God’s forgiveness is superlative. God primarily forgives
the “sinner,” and his “sins” are automatically taken care
of. We are not sinners because we sin. We are sinners, so
we sin! God deals with the root and the cause, not with the
effect. Before the younger son completed his sin confession
the father forgave him and accepted him! We are totally
forgiven and accepted in the Beloved!

No Christian is ever called in the Bible a forgiven sinner.
Calling ourselves so is false humility. God calls us saints.

We are not saints because we are saintly. We are saints,
so we should walk saintly. Even the Corinthian believers
were called saints! (1 Cor 1:2).

When Christ was hanging on the cross between two
thieves, between Heaven and earth, between God and man,
He paid the penalty for “all” our sins. Sins of the past,
present and future. No more sacrifice. Our sins are so
remitted as if they were never committed. Total justification.

We were not even born when Christ died and how do we
say He bore all our sins? Though in history He died 2000
years ago, in eternal reality He was slain for us before the
foundation of the world. And we were chosen in Him before
the foundation of the world as well (Rev 13:8; Eph 1:4).

If we sin today we have Christ advocating for us before
the Father. But we are to walk in the light. That is, we
must walk in all openness and transparency before God,
acknowledging our sinfulness. The Blood of the Lamb will
“keep cleansing” us. Like a perennial river running over
the pebbles we are under the cleansing stream of
Immanuel’s blood (1 Jn 1:7-2:1). Our sins of omission are
more in number than those of commission. Never a moment
outside the Blood!

Billy Graham said, In these days of guilt complexes,
perhaps the most glorious word in the English language is
forgiveness. Why, in all the languages it is so! There are
more prisoners outside than inside the prison. Prisoners
of guilt. The Gospel rings forgiveness and freedom! Truly
it’s a Good News.

2. A Message of Assurance

“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in
Paradise” (Lk 23:43).
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Jesus spoke these words of certainity and assurance to
one of the thieves, to the one on the right or the left we
don’t know. The thief was there under punishment but in
a moment he had his entry to Paradise assured.
“Assuredly!” “Will be!”

There are skeptics who say we cannot know for sure
today that we are saved. And several folks are puzzled
with the question, “Can I be sure of my salvation?” Yes,
thousand times yes, because the Bible says so as Christ
has provided for it.

“The Lord added to the church daily those who were
being saved” (Acts 2:47). Here’s the definition of the Church:
No unsaved member inside and no saved outside!

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater; this is the witness of God which He has testified of
His Son. He who believes in the Son of God HAS the witness
in himself.... And this is the testimony: that God HAS
GIVEN us eternal life...He who has the Son HAS life...
These things I have written to you... that you may KNOW
that you HAVE eternal life” (1 Jn 5:9-13). Can words be
clearer?

One of the reasons why people dispute over the possibility
of present assurance of salvation is that they fail to
understand salvation in three tenses. Salvation past is
deliverance from the penalty of sin, salvation present is
deliverance from the power of sin and salvation future is
deliverance from the very presence of sin. Respectively
they are called Justification, Sanctification and
Glorification. The first one is a crisis experience, the next
one is a process and the last one is a crisis again, which
will take place at a moment. We are already saved from
the penalty of sin and we are being saved, moment by
moment, from the power of sin. But removal of the presence
of sin is still in the future.

Our assurance may be shaken up as we walk through
trials, tribulations and temptations. During the sufferings
of this present time, the “Spirit Himself bears witness with
our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom 8:16,18).
Here on this earth we have a triple witness—the witness of
the Spirit, the Word and the Blood! (1 Jn 5:8). Fanny
Crosby sang—

Blessed Assurence, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

3. A Message for the Family

“He said to His mother, Woman, behold your son! Then
He said to the disciple, Behold your mother!” (Jn 19:26,27).

A sufferer will only seek sympathy. But here we find
the suffering Saviour caring and providing for others. When
Jesus spoke to His mother from the Cross, I believe, He
was reflecting God’s greatest concern for each family.

Family is God’s basic unit in creation. Family is God’s
eternal idea. The Church is called a family. In Heaven also
we will be called a family—with the Father, the Bridegroom
and the Helper!

That God is interested in the salvation of the entire family
when one of its members believes on Him is seen all through
the Scriptures. God saved Noah with his household. God
spared both Rahab and her family in judgment. At the
doorstep of Zacchaeus’ house Jesus declared, “Today
salvation has come to this house.” The Philippian jailor
asked the question in singular. “What must I do to be
saved?” The answer was in the plural. “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and you will be saved and your family.” The
Gospel is undoubtedly a Good News for families.
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This does not mean that individuals are not directly
accountable to God. Prophesying about the New Covenant,
Jeremiah said, “In those days they shall say no more: The
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth
are set on edge. But everyone shall die for his own iniquity”
(Jer 31:29,30). Prophet Ezekiel echoes the same truth and
continues, “Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the
father as well as the soul of the son is mine; the soul
which sins shall die” (Ezek 18:1-4). All souls have equal
privilege and responsibility. When an individual believes
on Christ, he has all the promises of God to claim as a
child of God for the blessing of his entire family. He must
do all that’s possible to bring the entire family to the Cross.
The family is his first congregation. Then God will fulfil
Acts 16:31 for him.

Both the parents have equal responsibility in leading
the children to Christ. In fact, the responsibility is more
on fathers! “My son, hear the instruction of your father,
and do not forsake the law of your mother” (Prov 1:8).
Note that the father comes first! God’s great commendation
about Abraham was, “I have known him, in order that he
may command his children and his household after him,
that they keep the way of the Lord” (Gen 18:19). He was a
good father at home and so God promoted him to be the
father of all those who believe!

4. A Message of Fellowship

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Mt
27:46).

This is the central cry from the Cross. Christ was forsaken
for a moment that we might never be forsaken!

The knowledge of sin came by the Law, and sin
separated us from God. Isaiah cried, “Your iniquities have
separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden

His face from you” (Isa 59:2). On the Cross when all our
sins came on Jesus, the Father, whose eyes are too pure
to behold sin, hid His face from His Son.

When the body of Christ was broken, the middle wall of
division was broken down. We were “once without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world” (Eph 2:11,12). Now through the Blood
we are brought near. “We are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the family of God” (v l9).

The veil at the altar of the Temple was torn. The earth
quaked and cracked. Some graves were opened. No more
obstacles and hurdles. The Way into the Holiest is open
and we have bold access to the Throne. All because of the
Cross.

We don’t “feel” the presence of God alike at all times,
but we don’t need to depend on our changing and
fluctuating feelings. The fact is “Immanuel!” God with us!
John Wesley said, The greatest of all is that God is with
us! What a fellowship!

The Epistle of John is a book of fellowhip. He begins it
saying, “Truly our fellowhip is with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ” (v 3). To know that we are not alone
in this world but God is with us and Jesus is for us is the
greatest of all blessings. Here in this earthly life God is
with us, and there in eternity we will be with Him!

Speaking of this fellowship, Martin Luther said, A
dungeon with Christ is a throne and a throne without
Christ a hell. Another testified, Communion with God is
the beginning of Heaven. Praise God for the Cross which
has thus given us days of Heaven on earth. What a Good
News the message of the Cross is!
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5. A Message of Satisfaction

“I thirst!” (Jn 19:28).

Again, Christ thirsted that we may never thirst again.
He was wounded for us so He may become an “open
fountain” (Zech 13:1). The Shepherd was struck but He
didn’t run away from the sheep. He leads them to “still
waters” and satisfies them with “goodness and mercy” (Zech
13:7; Psa 23).

Jesus not only gives us water but also plants a spring
within us (Jn 4:14). The greatest problem of people without
Christ is that nothing satisfies them. They try money but
it fails. Money is like sea water. The more one drinks it the
thirstier he becomes. Then they try sex, pornography and
all kinds of perversion. Nothing satisfies. They only become
more miserable. Then they start worshipping their
achievements. They say to the work of their hands, “You
are our gods.” But before long they are left disillusioned.
Their chasing of wind stops only at the Cross. The Cross
is God’s plus sign. Man is satisfied there. The earthly
pleasures and treasures become worthless before the Old
Rugged Cross.

So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross
Till my trophies at last I lay down.
I will cling to the old rugged Cross
And exchange it someday for a crown.

On the Cross Christ gave away everything so we may
have everything in Him. “Every spiritual blessing” is ours
today (Eph 1:3). And “all our need” is supplied (Phil 4:19).
Even in the midst of trials and tears, deep beneath in our
hearts there will be peace and satisfaction that passes all
understanding. And a day will come when even our natural
hunger for food will be removed. “They shall neither hunger
nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any

heat; for the lamb will shepherd them and lead them to
living fountains of waters” (Rev 7:16,17).

Oh, what blessing because the Lamb of God was slain!

6. A Message of Finished Work

“It is finished“ (Jn 19:30).

All the demands of a holy and righteous God were
perfectly satisfied when Christ offered His body without
any blemish and shed His blood without any spot. His
was the perfect offering. There is nothing we can add to it.

Salvation comes to us as a free gift because of the
finished work on the Cross. A gift cannot be earned, it
must only be received. On God’s side salvation is all of
grace, and on our side it is all of faith. We are not saved
“by” works but “for” works. Boasting is totally out. (Eph
2:8-10). The gospel is a Good News for those who have
done their best but failed!

The problem of the natural man with human reasoning
is in understanding how the greatest of all gifts can be
received by simple faith. In his pride and prestige he wants
to “do” something and earn it. But God declares “done!”
The message of the Cross is simply profound and
profoundly simple. That’s where the religionist stumbles.

When certain teachers from Judea urged the early
believers to be circumcised besides their faith in Christ,
Paul and Barnabas had “no small dissension and dispute”
with them (Acts 15:1,2). Yes they violently reacted to adding
anything to the Cross.

In Galatia the believers wanted to add Law to grace.
Paul said this very attempt was their fall from grace! (Gal
5:4). He also said that Christ had to be formed in them
again! (4:19). Law and grace cannot exist together. lshmael
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and Isaac cannot dwell together. “To be on the safer side
let’s do that also!” This sounds good but is opposed to the
Cross wherefrom Christ cried, “It’s finished.”

Read Paul’s epistles again and again to understand the
meaning of salvation by grace. We are what we are by the
grace of God. We shall be what we should be by the grace
of God. John Newton rightly sang—

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved.
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far.
And grace will lead me home.

7. A Message of Security

“Father, into Your hands I commend My Spirit“ (Lk
23:46).

We don’t need to fear about tomorrow. Christ is the
same yesterday, today and forever. He is the One who
was, who is and who is to come. He is the Alpha and
Omega.

 Jesus said, “I give them eternal life and they shall never
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all;
and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s
hand” (Jn 10:28,29). In the hand of Jesus! And in the
hand of the Father! What a safety!

So Paul declared, “I know whom I have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed
to Him until that Day” (2 Tim 1:12).

“He is able to keep us from stumbling and present us
faultless before the presence of His glory” (Jude 24).

Then there comes the question: Once saved, always safe?
Can a person lose his salvation?

On one side we have the Calvinists and on the other the
Armenians. The first group emphasises what God does
and the second what man should do. Put both together
and you get the balanced Biblical truth. God is able and
willing to keep. The devil cannot snatch me from God. I
must be willing to hold on to His hand. Without me God
will not! Without God I cannot!

Good News indeed!

There have been those who opposed and criticized the
gospel all over the world in all the centuries. But, as John
Calvin said, The Gospel is an anvil that has broken many
a hammer and will break many hammers yet ! Dear
Christian, go and spell the Gospel everywhere without fear
or favour. It is a Good News for this bad world. It is the
message for this mess age!
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7

How to win people

SOULWINNING is the greatest job on earth. “For what
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and

loses his own soul?” (Mk 8:36).

Soulwinning is the wisest business in the world. For
who is wiser than he who prepares his neighbour for
eternity? (Prov 11:30; Dan 12:3).

Soulwinning is the happiest occupation. For what is
comparable to the joy of a shepherd who found his lost
sheep, that of a woman who found her lost coin, and that
of a father who found his lost son? (Lk 15:5-7,9,10,23,24).

Soulwinning is the loftiest mission to mankind. For what
is more honourable than being God’s ambassadors to bring
men His message of joy and peace? (2 Cor 5:18-20).

Soulwinning has the widest scope of all Christian
activities. For which Christian cannot do it, which place is
not suitable, and what time is not convenient?

Despite these superlatives of soulwinning, only very few
believers are soulwinners. Why? The reasons are many
but two of them are outstanding.

First, most of the Christians have not understood their
basic calling. They are yet to know that a follower of Messiah
cannot but be a fisher of men (Mt 4:19). Soulwinning is a
Christian obligation without evasion or exemption.

Second, many Christians have not been taught how to
win people for Christ. Through parables and practice Jesus
demonstrated soulwinning to His disciples. Pastors and
preachers must stir up and steer the unemployed majority
in the Church to go after the perishing souls. When Simon
Peter said to his friends, “I am going fishing,” they said to
him, “We are going with you also” (Jn 21:3).

There are atleast ten requisites if we must be successful
in winning people for Christ.

1. Purity

The first and most important step of evangelism is to
walk the talk. The best argument for Christianity is
Christians. But the strongest argument against Christianity
is also Christians. What we say and how we live must
agree.

The soulwinner presents Jesus as the Saviour from sins.
If he himself does not enjoy victory over sin, it is like a
bald man promoting hair oil! The clean life of Paul and the
clean message of the gospel coupled together made a
corrupt governor tremble (Acts 24:16, 24,25). Bible teacher
David Pawson says, Our works are human proof and God’s
wonders are divine proof of the gospel (Mt 5:16; Mk 16:20).

This of course does not mean that one should wait until
he becomes perfect. A candle does not begin to shine after
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it’s half burned. No, it shines as soon as it’s lit! The point
is, the soulwinner must not continue in sin. He must walk
honestly before God and man. All known sins must be
instantly confessed and forsaken. He should be a sanctified
vessel useful for the Master (2 Tim 2:21).

Fishermen do not consider mending of nets a waste of
time. Before launching out into the sea, they check up
their nets. So also we should regularly examine ourselves
with the searchlight of the Scriptures and the Spirit.

2. Passion

Paul the great soulwinner laid bare his heart when he
said that he was willing to go to hell if only that could
send his fellowmen to Heaven (Rom 9:1-3). His ministry to
the blinded souls flowed out of a passionate heart (Acts
17:16,17).

The soulwinner is a shepherd. He goes after the scattered
sheep and the lost lambs. His prime mover is compassion
(Mt 9:36). The indispensability of this character is
understood by the fact that the Risen Lord, before
commissioning Peter, questioned him thrice concerning love
(Jn 21:15-17). Love for the Lord and that for the lost are
mutually inclusive.

Unless we love our neighbours as ourselves we will not
muster all that’s within us to stop them rushing into hell.
General William Booth, the founder of Salvation Army,
insisted that every soulwinner must have a vision of the
horror of hell. Did not the rich man plead from hell to
send Lazarus to earth to convert his five hell-bound
brothers? (Lk 16:27,28).

Passion begets prayer. We are commanded to pray for
all men to be saved (1 Tim 2:1-4). Weeping for souls
precedes winning of souls. A bleeding heart is the secret of

burning lips. A soulwinner prayed, “Lord, Give me souls
or take away my soul!”

3. Power

Souls are eternal. It is futile to attempt to save them
without the power of the Eternal Spirit. Soulwinning is
snatching away souls from Satan. He is least affected by
human wisdom and physical strength. Only by a power
greater than his, he can be made to surrender his captives.
And that is the power of the Holy Spirit (Isa 61:1).

Jesus would not let His disciples go out to evangelize
the world until they were endued with power from on High
(Lk 24:48,49; Acts 1:8). When we are filled with the Holy
Spirit, rivers of living water shall flow out of us to bless
the thirsty souls (Jn 7:37-39). We are like the “twelve
wells” and “seventy palm trees” in this desert world to heal
the wounded and feed the weary (Ex 15:26,27). Remember
the 12 and the 70 disciples Christ sent?

“If the axe is dull, and one does not sharpen the edge,
then he must use more strength!” (Eccl 10:10). A blunt
knife ruins the meat. What a picture! Waiting daily in the
presence of the Lord trims our spiritual faculties. We are
God’s battle-axe and weapons of war. The Holy Spirit uses
us to ransack the enemy’s barracks and release those who
are bound (Jer 51:20-23).

The secret of successful soulwinning of the early
Christians was their total dependence on the power of the
Holy Spirit. They boldly proclaimed before their opposers,
“We are His witnesses, and so also is the Holy Spirit” (Acts
5:32). In true evangelism, both the Spirit and the soulwinner
call sinners to “come!” (Rev 22:17). Boldness to witness is
the immediate outcome of the filling of the Spirit (Acts
4:31).
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4. Pain

Soulwinning means reproduction. It is giving birth to
children into the Kingdom of God (Jn 3:3). Is there such a
thing as giving birth without travail or delivering a child
without pain? (Isa 66:7). Apostle Paul experienced labour
pains when bringing back the  scattered sinners as well as
the straying saints into the fold (Gal 4:19).

It was said of the Master Soulwinner, “He shall see the
travail of His soul and be satisfied” (Isa 53:11). The depth
of grief of the shepherd, the woman and the father is
indicated by the height of gladness when they found what
they lost.

Sharing the gospel with someone is not simply telling
the story of Jesus of Nazareth. It is called “sowing in tears”
(Psa 126:5,6). Which means, the soulwinner pours himself
into the message. There’s a deep sense of reverence within
him as he deals with an individual. It is a matter of life
and death. The feeling of a surgeon while performing an
open heart surgery is the nearest equivalent.

The soulwinner cannot escape the fury of the Enemy
and the enemies of the gospel. Joseph was a fruitful bough.
The archers bitterly grieved him, shot at him and hated
him (Gen 49:22,23). No pains, no gains!

Here’s God’s call to those in the rescue mission: “Let
tears run down like a river day and night; Give yourself
no relief; Give your eyes no rest. Arise, cry out in the
night... Pour out your heart like water before the face of
the Lord” (Lam 2:18,19).

Soulwinning is worth all the pain. When a woman brings
forth a child, she forgets all the anguish of the labour
because of the “joy” that a human being is born into the
world (Jn 16:21). Rebirth of sinners excites heaven and
earth.

5. Positiveness

A pessimist never makes a good soulwinner. Evangelism
is no doubt dangerous, though it is not so dangerous as
the lack of evangelism. “There is a lion in the road.” “A
fierce lion is in the streets.” (Prov 26:13). Thousands of
Christians have stayed back home believing these lies of
the old serpent.

No fisherman launches out into the sea expecting
nothing! No farmer cultivates a field expecting nothing! No
fighter marches to the battleground expecting nothing! Yet,
many Christians engaged in evangelistic activities expect
little. No wonder the fruits are minimal. Did not Jesus
say, “Be it to you according to your faith?”

Positiveness means expecting great things from God and
attempting great things for Him. May this spirit of William
Carey consume us! Great soulwinners have always been
men of vision. They refused to be intimidated by
circumstances. They rejected all negative thoughts. They
rose above the opinions of the majority. They reverberated
the words of Caleb: “Let us go up at once and take
possession” (Num 13:30). Let us remember the words of
Christ everytime we set out for soulwinning. “All authority
is given to Me. Go therefore!” He has in advance prayed for
our contacts and converts (Jn 17:20). Ooh!

Many of us suffer from an inferiority complex. We are
scared of the ridicule of a world so advanced in science
and technology. But the truth is, “The people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our
God stands forever!” (Isa 40:7). The gospel has stood all
tests. Uncage the lion!

6. Pleasantness

If we would win some, we must be winsome! The
soulwinner should not go out without wearing a smile. Is
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he not carrying  glad tidings? His burden for souls need
not be shown by a long face! There’s an excellent portrait
of a soulwinner in Psalm 45:1, “My heart is overflowing
with a good theme; I recite my composition concerning the
King. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer!”

Jesus earned the nickname, a “friend” of sinners.
Friendship is the bait to bring our fellowmen into fellowship.
A warm handshake, a loving enquiry, a gentle embrace, a
word of appreciation, all these bring the candidate closer
(Lk 15:20). Each culture has its own manners and customs.
They must be respected. A sense of humour is an asset to
the soulwinner. The enemy sells untruth sugarcoated.
Should we serve truth with a sour sauce?

William Gurnall said, “Sinners are not pelted into Christ
with stones of hard provoking language, but wooed into
Christ by heart-melting exhortations.” Paul wrote to the
Philippian believers, “Let your gentleness be known to all
men” (Phil 4:5). Gentleness means graciousness.
Concerning Jesus we read in Psalms,  “Grace is poured
on Your lips... All Your garments are scented with myrrh
and aloes and cassia” (Psa 45:2,8). We are called to diffuse
this “fragrance” in every place to save the perishing! (2 Cor
2:14,15).

7. Procedure

The message is the same but the methods should be
suitably changed according to the nature and need of the
candidate. Blind shots accomplish little. The approach of
Jesus to each individual was different. Also the apostles
were so variant in their methods.

The black cummin is beaten out with a stick, but the
cummin with a rod! This discretion comes from the Lord
who is “wonderful in counsel and excellent in guidance”

(Isa 28:26-29). As we wait on Him each morning, He
teaches us “how to speak a word in season to him who is
weary” (Isa 50:4).

In order to be relevant in what we say, we also must
have true understanding of the world we are committed to
reach for Christ. We need to know its complexities,
contradictions, upheavals, yearnings, aspirations and hope.
The soulwinner should not be stranger to newspapers.

We must take advantage of our pre-conversion
background. Paul as a converted Jew could present the
gospel so convincingly to the Jewish community. If you
are a Hindu convert, be primarily concerned about Hindus
to help them find the truth (Rom 9:1-5; 10:1-4). It is sad
that many of the Indian evangelists from Hindu background
spend most of their time with Christian audience.

Though there’s no hard and fast rule, it is advisable in
personal soulwinning to deal with those of the same age
group and sex.

8. Patience

One of the great faults in soulwinning today is hurry.
Jesus did not hurry with Nicodemus. He dealt patiently
with him. Nicodemus was not saved in the first five minutes!
In our enthusiasm to get quick results, we perform
caesareans. We dilute the message to make conversion
easy. This is fatal. We can persuade people but not push
them into a decision. Rebirth is a supernatural miracle (Jn
3:7,8). Don’t meddle with it. Midwifery is just an assistance.
Premature babies are difficult to bring up!

Having sown the seed, the soulwinner like a farmer must
patiently wait for the harvest (Js 5:7). Having thrown the
net, he must wait patiently like a fisherman for the catch.
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Patience and persistence are vital virtues in soulwinning.
The game is worth many failing efforts. The shepherd
diligently searched until he found the lost sheep. The woman
did so until she found the lost coin. We must not give up
too soon. No person is too difficult. No place is too hard.

9. Preparedness

Soulwinning is not a spare-time activity. We must have
a spirit of evangelism, not just a spurt of evangelism! We
should be everyday witnesses. “In season and out of
season!” (2 Tim 4:2). The early disciples witnessed
everywhere, everyday. James A. Stewart challenges us,
“We must witness in unconventional places, at
unconventional times, with an unconventional approach!”
Let the gospel be our gossip.

We may not meet the same person again. Also what is
the guarantee that tomorrow would be more convenient
than today? (Prov 27:1). “Now” is the best time (2 Cor
6:2). Unless we are ever ready, the donkey or the ox that
has fallen into the pit will die because of delay! (Lk 14:5).

10. Partnership

“Personal” soulwinning does not mean that we minister
all alone. Jesus sent soulwinners “two by two.” And He
worked in close partnership with them. He sent them into
every city and place “where He Himself was about to go”
(Lk 10:1).

When Simon Peter threw the net into the deep at the
word of Jesus, they got a net-breaking catch. “So they
signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and
help them!” (Lk 5:5-7). A beautiful picture for partnership
in evangelism!

Paul plants. Apollos waters. And God gives the harvest.
Our productivity in evangelism will be multiplied if we act
together as God’s “fellow workers” in His field and building
(1 Cor 3:6-9).

Introduce your contacts to the fellow believers. Share
your successes and failures in soulwinning with other
Christians for prayer. Be not a solo player. C. H. Spurgeon
was right when he said, “Christian labourers disconnected
from the Church are like sowing and reaping without having
any barn in which to store the fruits of the harvest; they
are useful but incomplete.”

“Follow Me!”

Interestingly enough, all these ten  ingredients are seen
in Christ’s personal encounter with the Samaritan woman
(Read John 4:1-42).

Purity: The adulterous woman could perceive that Jesus
was truly a man of God (v 19).

Passion: He realised that her quest was greater than
His thirst (v 10).

Power: He touched her problem precisely (v 16).

Pain: He did not mind His weariness and hunger (v 6).

Positiveness: Without condemning her, He offered her
something more attractive (vv 17,18,13,14).

Pleasantness: His request was polite. He let her speak
freely about her ancestry (vv 7,12,20).

Procedure : He let the conversation develop quite
naturally.
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Patience: He answered her questions  patiently (vv
9,11,12). He did not thrust the blessing on her before
leading her to repentance (v 19).

Preparedness: Anytime was right time for Him to help
someone in need (v 6).

Partnership: When His disciples returned, He taught
them in that context, “One sows and another reaps” (v 37).

Oh, who like Jesus can teach us how to win people?

8

The lost World
and the Last Week

GOD sent His Son into the world for a missionary cause.
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance,

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1
Tim 1:15). During His about 40 months of ministry,
anything else was secondary to the Lord.  Towards the
end of His earthly ministry we observe His passion for
souls manifesting in a heightened intensity. He endeav-
oured to lead His followers into the same sense of urgency
in saving the lost. Almost every incident during the Passion
Week has a strategical lesson to teach us concerning
missionary evangelism. Here are seven of them which hap-
pened from Palm Sunday to Good Friday.

1. The Tethered Donkey

“Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, Go into the
village opposite you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring
them to Me. And if anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately
he will send them” (Mt 21:1-3).
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Here we have a vivid picture of rural evangelism. India
lives in villages. 80% of the country’s population is rural.
In the words of the late Prime Minister Morarji Desai, “If
villages prosper, the nation will prosper.” But unfortunately
80% of the Christian ministry is done in cities and towns
only, which hold just 20% of the population. A vast number
of the 600,000 villages of India does not have a single
resident witness for the gospel. No evangelist has ever
walked into most of these villages.

Just like the donkey, the people are bound by
superstitious beliefs and lifelong fears. The Bonda tribal
women in Orissa refuse to clothe themselves because of
the myth that it would invoke the curse of Sita. The
government is unable to stop child marriages and temple
prostitution though such inhuman practices are banned
by the law. Death of human beings due to malnutrition is
preferred to butchering old and useless cows! Witch doctors
continue the practice of branding the skin with red hot
iron rods to relieve chronic sufferers from headache or
stomach pain. It’s impossible to list out all the cruelties
people suffer from, because and only because the Gospel
of Deliverance has not been preached to them.

Not only the donkey but also the colt was tied up. In-
nocent and ignorant children come under the cursed
systems followed by their parents, because they have no
other choice. Whichever village you go for evangelism, you
can at once gather a sizeable group of enthusiastic children.
Catch them young. They don’t have much to unlearn. Jesus
said that the Kingdom of God was theirs. Teach them gospel
songs and stories and they will carry the message to their
parents and elders. In a number of villages where we have
planted churches, the first congregation was all children.
Don’t despise them anyway.

Jesus sent “two” of His disciples for loosening the don-
key and the colt. The two-by-two principle is extremely

effective in rural evangelism (Lk 10:1). You don’t need to
wait to mobilize a team of ten or twelve Christians for
village evangelism. Get just one other friend and start.
Husband and wife make a good team. If the parents and
the children can go together as a family, that would be
great!

Don’t be afraid of oppositions and threats. There will be
definitely some men who would ask you why you preach
about Christ in their village. Tell them politely that the
Lord loves them and needs them. Our orders to preach the
gospel come from Heaven. Jesus said, “All authority has
been given to Me in Heaven and on earth. Go therefore!”
(Mt 28:18,19).

2. The Open-air Procession

“They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes
on them, and set Him on them... Then the multitude who
went before and those who followed cried out, saying:
Hosanna to the Son of David!... And when He had come
into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is
this?” (Mt 21:7-10).

Open-air evangelism is still one of the powerful means
of impacting communities with the gospel message. The
entire city of Jerusalem was “moved” by the procession on
the first Palm Sunday. The crowds went celebrating the
praises of God in the streets. But these days we go rounds
around the sanctuary only. How long shall we thus imprison
Jesus inside the four walls of our church? When will we
go out of our church compounds to proclaim His salvation?

The early Salvation Army members went regularly on
gospel processions through streets and busy corners with
soul-awakening musical bands. Except in sensitive areas,
we can always go, atleast as small groups, for open-air
singing and preaching. Each Church in a city or town can
select a particular area for this activity. On public holidays
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all the Churches can organize a common programme. It’s
time we move out into the market-places from our meeting
places (Acts 17:17).

John the Baptist was the first to preach the message of
God’s Kingdom outside the temple in the open air. “From
the days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom of
heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force!”
(Mt 11:12). Go to the highways, byways, streets and lanes
and “compel” the lost, the last and the least to come into
God’s banqueting hall! (Lk 14:2.3).

Open-air evangelism is of course hard work. You may
have to soil your “clothes and garments” (Mt 21:7,8). But
that’s the minimum we can do for our Lord who trod the
winepress of God’s anger alone, staining His garments with
blood (Isa 63:3).

Prepare bright banners with sacred symbols and stirring
slogans. Artwork is a gift of the Holy Spirit (Ex 31:1-5).
We must give young people a freehand to use their creativity
to make the gospel presentation attractive to the man on
the street. Jesus simply asked His disciples to bring Him
the donkey. But spreading the blazers and the branches
on the road was people’s idea! Pastors and seniors should
not try to quench the enthusiasm of the young people like
the  priests and scribes (Mt 21:15,16). One of the expen-
sive failures of the Church is its negligence to motivate
and mobilize the youth force for evangelism.

3. The Misused Temple

“So they came to Jerusalem. And Jesus went into the
temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold
in the temple, and overturned the tables of the
moneychangers and the seats of those who sold doves...
Then He taught, saying to them, Is it not written, My house
shall be called a house of prayer for all nations? But you
have made it a den of thieves” (Mk 11:15-17).

Why have our Church buildings become offices of cor-
ruption and objects of court cases? We have forgotten the
prime purpose of their existence. The ceaseless activity in
a church should be prayer. We have all sorts of names for
our church buildings. But the name given by Jehovah
and Jesus is “House of Prayer” (Isa 56:7; Mk 11:17). Here
again there is a missionary emphasis. It is a House of
Prayer for “all nations!”

King Solomon dedicated the temple for a missionary
cause. In his dedication prayer he pleaded with God to
give a gracious attention to the cries and prayers of “a
foreigner” who was not of God’s people Israel. His burden
and vision was that “all peoples of the earth” might know
the Name of the Lord (1 Ki 8:41-43). Missionary prayer
meetings must be the top priority activity of any church.
Very few show up for a missionary prayer meeting if it is
conducted midweek. Why not convert alternate Sunday
Services into missionary prayer meetings? Dear pastors,
don’t say that you cannot change your people like that. If
we cannot change the church, why talk about changing
the country?

A church which does not evangelize will fossilize, ob-
served Dr. Oswald J. Smith. Let’s not be boasting of our
buildings. God won’t let them remain even as monuments.
“As Jesus went out of the temple, one of His disciples said
to Him, ‘Teacher, see what manner of stones and what
buildings are here!’ And Jesus answered and said to him,
‘Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be
left upon another, that shall not be thrown down” (Mk
13:1,2). This is what literally happened in AD 70 when
the Romans destroyed the temple. Beware!

There is another lesson of fundamental importance in
this incident. The dove-sellers and moneychangers had their
so-called “religious” reasons for carrying out their business
in the temple premises. The doves were sold to people for
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offering sacrifices according to Mosaic law. And worshippers
had to exchange the Greek and Roman coins for paying
temple tax. But still Jesus protested against those activities
violently. Why? Religion should not be commercialized.
Preachers and evangelists “who suppose that godliness is
a means to financial gain” must either be put off or
withdrawn from (1 Tim 6:5). While sending forth His
disciples as missionary evangelists Jesus warned them
against attaching any price tag to their ministry: “Freely
you have received, freely give” (Mt 10:8).

4. The Fruitless Tree

“Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was
hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it
and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, ‘Let no
fruit grow on you ever again.’ And immediately the fig tree
withered away” (Mt 21:18,19).

A fruitless Christian is a self-contradiction. Fruitfulness
means reproduction or multiplication. We are saved to save
others, blessed to bless others. Jesus says, “I chose you
and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit” (Jn
15:16). Let’s not forget our basic calling which is to fish
men for Christ (Mt 4:19). Fruit-bearing, is not an option
but an obligation. Fruitlessness may be due to laziness,
but it’s actually called “wickedness” (Mt 25:26).

At that time of the year when Jesus approached the fig
tree, edible figs were still about six weeks away, but the
bland fruit must have been there (Mk 11:13). If leaves
alone appeared, without the early figs, that tree would
bear no figs that year. Jesus cursed the tree because of its
pretence. Oftentimes we deceive ourselves by exaggerated
or generalised statements about what we do for the exten-
sion of God’s Kingdom. The day of reckoning is near. Like
the five-talented and two- talented men, we must be able
to submit a factual account of what we did with the spir-

itual, physical and material blessings the Lord has be-
stowed on us (Mt 25:20,22). “From everyone who has been
given much, much will be demanded” (Lk 12:48).

In this incident the Lord cursed the tree instantly. But
in the parable of a fig tree He narrated elsewhere, a grace
time of one year was given after three years of fruitlessness
(Lk 13:6-9). May be this is your fourth and final year !
Invest your time and talent for the winning of souls. Obey
your missionary call without further delay. Give up your
small ambitions of this life for eternal reasons. Involve
yourself in personal soulwinning and neighbourhood evan-
gelism. If you are still indifferent, the tree may be cut off
or the vineyard given to prospective vinedressers (Mt
21:40,41).

5. The Sacrificial Women

The gospel writers narrate two incidents of sacrificial
giving which happened on Tuesday, that is two days before
the Passover (Mt 26:2). Both the offerers were women.
One was the poor widow who parted with her last two
coins (Mk 12:41-44; Lk 21:14). The other was the woman
who poured out her costly perfume on Jesus (Mt 26:6-
13; Mk 14:3-9). The Lord appreciated both these acts pro-
foundly.

There’s a deathless lesson here. Both these women val-
ued God more than their future. The widow had been
already living in poverty. But she gave away “all that she
had, her whole livelihood.” She trusted God totally for her
future, by giving hers totally, not just tithing! As far as
the perfume was concerned, it was worth a year of a
common labourer’s wages. This had probably been kept
in her family as an heirloom or as a gift for her bridegroom.
Once the sealed flask was broken, its contents could be
used with their full freshness only once. But her Lord was
more precious to her than her future. It is thrillingly in-
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teresting that the Lord linked her act to world evangelism.
“Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached
in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be
told as a memorial to her” (Mt 26:23).

Anyone who is genuinely interested in world evangelism
must come out of the Old Testament mentality of tithing.
The Law was just our “tutor” to bring us to Christ (Gal
3:24,25). The analogy is to Greek tutors who escorted
children to school, protected them from distraction and
brought them back home safe! When will we pass out of
this elementary level into adulthood and maturity?

Sadly, on the same day, immediately after Jesus was
anointed by the woman, Judas Iscariot went to the chief
priests and sold his Master for thirty pieces of silver (Mt
26:13-16; Mk 14:9-11). To the woman her Lord was more
delightsome than one year earnings; but to Judas one
month wages was more desirable than his Lord. Which
category do you belong to? Get serious!

6. The Fearless Witness

Pilate said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus an-
swered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I
was born, and for this cause I have come into the world,
that I should bear witness to the truth” (Jn 18:37).

What a contrast between Jesus and the disciples! When
a great multitude of people with swords and clubs, led by
the betrayer, came to take Jesus, “all the disciples forsook
Him and fled.” One young man even left his clothes and
fled away naked! (Mt 26:56; Mk 14:50-52). But Jesus
stood like a lion and declared thrice, “I am He!” (Jn 18:4-
8). Peter denied, swore against and cursed Jesus. What
was the secret of Christ’s fearlessness? He had prepared
Himself well in prayer. He had strengthened His willing
spirit to overcome the weak flesh (Mt 26:41). This is where
the disciples failed. Instead of praying, they were sleeping

and snoring. The knee-failure is the underlying cause of
our weakness in witnessing. The early church did not
buckle under  threats because they did not neglect “the
hour of prayer” (Acts 3:1). Even a daring apostle like Paul
repeatedly requested the prayer of God’s people for
“boldness” (Eph 6:19).

Another secret of Jesus’ boldness was the anointing of
the Spirit that was on Him. Missionary work and evangelistic
outreach are direct confrontations with the power of Satan.
It’s neither by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of
the Lord of Hosts that we can bang and break open the
“gates of hades” to release the captives (Lk 4:17-21). It’s
foolish to fight a spiritual battle with our intellectual
brilliance, oratorical skill, technological expertise, social
status, financial power or institutional strength.

While encouraging young Timothy to fight for the faith
relentlessly and proclaim the gospel dauntlessly, apostle
Paul reminded him of “Christ Jesus who witnessed the
good confession before Pontius Pilate” (1 Tim 6:12,13).
Jesus was ready to die and therefore He had nothing to
fear. He set the standard for His followers: “He who loses
his life for My sake will find it!” (Mt 10:32-39).

7. The Dying Thief

“One of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed
Him... But the other said to Jesus, ‘Lord, remember me
when You come into Your kingdom.’ And Jesus said to
him, Assuredly, I say to you today you will be with Me in
Paradise” (Lk 23:39-43).

Though large crowds were flocking Him to hear Him
and to be healed of Him, Jesus never lost touch with
individuals and their needs. He was never too busy for a
Nicodemus or a Zaccheaus. He was more concerned about
the one lost sheep than the ninetynine safe ones. Each
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Christian, whether a fulltimer or non-fulltimer in God’s
work, must be a “personal” soulwinner all his life. Any
time is soulwinning time. Anyone is a soul. This is what
Jesus established by winning the thief on the cross.

We are wasting too much of time, money and energy in
mass crusades, not understanding the limitless possibilities
of personal evangelism. Public crusades may be banned
by the government, but who can stop personal soulwinning?

Missionary evangelist T. L. Osborn calls the restoration
of the art of personal soulwinning as the rediscovery of the
New Testament Christianity. This is the ultimate revival
we are longing for. If each one of us would commit to
communicate the Message of the Cross with the lost, the
crucified Saviour “shall see the travail of His soul, and be
satisfied!” (Isa 53:11).

9

What is
Missionary Sending?

THE widespread awareness of missionary work is a sure
sign of the endtime. The Holy Spirit is stirring up the

Church for an all-out involvement in the task of world-
wide evangelisation. India the second largest populated
nation has witnessed the mushrooming of hundreds of
indigenous missions in the last three or four decades of
the 20th century. Christians of both mainline Churches
and independent assemblies are showing a keen interest
in reaching the unreached for Christ. Missionary sending
services have become commonplace. But a full-orbed un-
derstanding of what missionary sending involves is sadly
lacking. This article aims to teach Christians their multi-
faceted responsibility in sending forth missionaries.

There are atleast five groups of actors in the missionary
drama. Missionary Paul lists them for us in Romans 10:12-
15. They are Senders, Preachers, Hearers, Believers and
Worshippers. Obviously the senders appear on the scene
first, and nothing happens until they start acting! Sending
forth missionaries is fundamental in missionary work. The
act of sending involves atleast five activities.
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1. It’s PRAYING for missionary work.

The “Pray therefore” of Jesus preceded His “Go there-
fore!” (Mt 9:37,38; 28:18-20). Jesus called for prayer be-
fore He chose the twelve disciples to be sent forth (10:1).
Missionary work that is not born and bathed in prayer will
not fit into God’s purposes. The task is ever much greater
than the task force. There has never been a time in the
history of the Church when there had been enough har-
vesters for the harvest (9:37). It will be so till the end. Here
is where the supernatural enablement of God is absolutely
necessary. The power of God is released in proportion to
prayer, i.e., how desperately we cry to Him. More prayer
means more power; less prayer means less power ; and no
prayer means no power.

Apostle Paul was successful in missionary work be-
cause he put prayer above and before anything else. He
exhorted God’s people to “first of all” pray for all men and
thank God for them (1 Tim 2:1).

Christians lose interest in missionary praying because
of lack of fuel for the prayer altar. Besides the special
needs which would be presented by missionary agencies
from time to time, there are certain items which must find
a regular place in praying for missionary work.

  Pray for boldness for those who have gone forth to
proclaim the gospel. Even a daring apostle like Paul pleaded
with believers to pray for his boldness. “Pray for me, that
utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel” (Eph
6:19,20).

  Pray that God may open the hearts of the hearers. It
was the “Lord” who opened the heart of Lydia to listen to
and to accept an open-air message (Acts 16:14). Satan

has blinded the minds of people lest the light of the gospel
shines on them. Only God can command light on people
to dispel darkness (2 Cor 4:3-6).

  Pray for the opposers. They are simply instruments in
the hands of the arch enemy of God and man. It pleases
God to work mighty signs and wonders when persecution
is severe. His supernatural power silences the opponents
(Acts 4:16,29,30).

  Pray for the new believers. It’s so encouraging to know
that Jesus has already prayed for all our missionary fruits.
In His High Priestly prayer He said, “Father... I do not
pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in
Me through their word” (Jn 17:20).

  Pray for the well-being of the missionaries. They
must be mentally sound, physically healthy, spiritually
strong, economically stable and socially pleasant. Preven-
tion is better than cure. Pray that the missionaries may be
kept from defilement, diseases, depressions, divisions and
dangers.

Pray as inspired. Suddenly the Holy Spirit may burden
you to pray for a particular worker or a mission field. May
be there is a problem over there. There have been simply
too many testimonies attesting this fact.

Pray as informed. Periodicals and prayer circulars from
missionary organisations, and newspapers give us enough
of prayer material. Operation World by Patrick Johnstone
is an excellent prayer guide to pray for every nation on a
daily basis.

Pray as imagined. There can be hundred and one things
we can think of concerning the problems, challenges and
needs of frontline evangelism. Turn imaginations into in-
tercessions.
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2. It’s GIVING to missionary work.

The Christian ministry can be broadly divided into two
categories: (a) Planting of Churches and (b) Perfecting of
Churches. Paul plants and Apollos waters (1 Cor 3:5,6).
Using the allegories employed by Jesus, those who plant
churches are fishermen, and those involved in perfecting
the churches are shepherds. Of the five main ministers of
the Church listed in Ephesians 4:11, apostles and evan-
gelists are primarily church planters, whereas prophets,
shepherds and teachers are essentially church perfect-
ers. In another figure of speech, the first group is quarriers
and the second sculptors. One leads to the other. They are
not independent of each other but interdependent. As min-
isters empowered by the risen Lord they are to comple-
ment each other (1 Cor 3:5,6).

In Christian work there’s nothing called non-church min-
istries. Because the Church is a group with no saints out-
side and no sinners inside, ministries by God’s people un-
der any banner are part and parcel of the Church. Some
are local ministries whereas others are translocal. The Body
of Christ has a local expression as well as an universal
expression. This understanding will dispel suspicions and
develop profitable relationships between divergent minis-
tries.

Whatever money you set aside for the Lord’s work may
be shared between the two categories of ministries explained
above. You will then participate both in reaching the
unreached and in teaching the reached. Missionary giving
must be systematic and sacrificial.

a) Give systematically.

Missionary organisations have regular financial com-
mitments. To name a few: salary for the missionaries, edu-
cational expenses for the missionary kids, house rent, build-

ing and vehicle maintenance, outreach expenses, travel,
etc. Don’t say, “I will contribute whenever I feel like!” Will
you accept a job where the employer says so? Make a
pledge to contribute a definite sum each month. Budget-
ing then becomes easier for the mission leaders when they
sit for annual planning.

Missionary organisations have various schemes you can
choose from according to your taste and ability. You can
partially or fully sponsor a missionary. You can adopt a
mission field and underwrite its expenses. You can donate
a lumpsum for the construction of a church building or
missionary quarters. You can pay for a twowheeler or a
fourwheeler. Or, you can make an endowment of one or
two lakhs of rupees or more with which the missionary
society may make a fixed deposit so the periodic interest
can take care of a worker’s salary. How many lakhs of
rupees parents pay as capitation fee to secure seats for
their children in professional colleges!

b) Give sacrificially.

Christian growth means growing in the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Giving is one of the graces. Apostle
Paul urged the Corinthian Christians, “As you abound in
everything— see that you abound in this grace also” (2
Cor 8:7). The context of this verse is Christian giving. We
must keep on increasing our giving until it affects us. The
Old Testament practice of tithing is only a minimum. It’s a
place to start, not to stay.

Foregoing a legitimate pleasure and turning that money
over to missionary work brings boundless joy. No sacrifice
is too great before that of Christ on Calvary. Sacrificial
giving ascends as a sweet-smelling aroma before God. The
world cannot be evangelized in any generation if God’s
people won’t give more than a tenth of their income to His
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work. When Mary poured the costly perfume on Jesus the
entire house was filled with its fragrance. Jesus instantly
visualized worldwide evangelisation in that sacrificial act
(Mk 14:9). The gospel of Christ is the message of the unique
sacrifice in history. A spirit of sacrifice is inevitable to pro-
claim it.

If this year you don’t give to Missions more than what
you gave last year, it could mean that you do not vote for
an annual increment to the salary of missionaries or that
you do not want them to expand their work. Think !

3. It’s REFRESHING the Missionaries.

Missionaries are not angels. They are not super-hu-
man. They are ordinary men and women called to extraor-
dinary tasks. It’s a known fact that most of the brightest
and smartest of Christian workers stay back to work among
Christians and don’t go to virgin soils for pioneer mission-
ary evangelism. Missionary work is a frontline battle. As
such the missionaries need special care and support. Most
of them live in hostile atmosphere. They are away from
their kith and kin, living in a totally different culture. Ex-
cept perhaps with his coworker, the missionary cannot
speak in his mother tongue. What a strain! He feels like
Abraham in Kiriath-arba, “I am a stranger in a foreign
land” (Gen 23:4).

Jesus had known that the disciples He sent forth to
preach the gospel would be subjected to all sorts of wor-
ries, tensions and exhaustion. That was why at the con-
clusion of His commissioning address He said, “He who
receives you receives Me... Whoever gives to one of the
least of My followers even a cup of cold water, he will
surely be rewarded” (Mt 10:40,42). Let me suggest here
certain practical ways of refreshing the missionaries—

a) Medical help

Overwork, non-availability of balanced food, poor sani-
tation, extreme climatic conditions, and such factors af-
fect the health of many frontline missionaries. Poor medi-
cal facilities worsen the situation. Missionary organisations
with their limited funds are unable to take care of all the
medical expenses of their staff, especially for major sur-
geries and specialised treatment. Follow such needs as
and when they are presented in mission periodicals and
make special contributions as if you are spending for one
of your own family members. Thank God for Missionaries
Upholders Trust (MUT), a ministry dedicated to assist mis-
sionary agencies in taking care of the special needs of
their workers. (Contact address: Mr. J. J. Ratnakumar,
MUT, 2/9 J-1 Barathidason Street, Kamalakshipuram,
Vellore 632 002. Tel: 0416-265187).

b) Children’s expenses

Parents know how difficult it is these days even to take
care of the basic needs of children. With a missionary
salary it becomes all the more difficult. Good education is
an expensive affair. Moreover most of the mission fields
don’t have good schools or colleges. The missionary kids
have no option other than staying in hostels elsewhere.
Very few sponsoring churches or groups think about this
huge need of missionary parents. When the children are
well taken care of, the missionaries are at peace and can
have a better concentration in the work.

c) Clothes, gadgets, etc.

Jesus encouraged His disciples saying, “Do not worry
about your body, what you will wear... Do not carry an
extra coat... Because the labourer is worthy of his wages”
(Mt 6:25; 10:10; Lk 10:7). This simply means that those
who send the missionaries and those who are blessed thro’
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them are supposed to take care of their clothing require-
ments. Missionaries must be well dressed. They are the
King’s messengers. I am not talking about extravagance
but elegance. We in the Blessing Youth Mission provide
blankets, sleeping bags and warm clothes because mis-
sionaries cannot buy these with their regular salary. We
encourage supporters to bless the missionaries with water
filters, mixer-grinders, cookers, etc.

d) Vacation and rest

Not many missionaries have relatives who will host them
happily for weeks or months when they come on vacation.
Write to mission agencies and offer to host such needy
missionary families. It will be an excellent opportunity for
all your family members to get to know the field situations
and be challenged by the faith life of the missionaries in
adverse circumstances. Missionary Paul was glad about
Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus who “refreshed” his
spirit (1 Cor 16:17,18). He appreciated the family of
Onesiphorous who “often refreshed” him when he was in
chains (2 Tim 1:16-18). He wrote to Philemon, “Prepare a
guest room for me” (Phile 22). We have built a few Mis-
sionaries Rest Houses for weary missionaries to “come apart
and rest a while” (Mk 6:31).

Stretch your imagination to find ways by  which you
can refresh the missionaries. Apostle John wrote to one
Gaius concerning missionaries: “If you send them forward
on their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will do
well, because they went forth for Christ’s name, taking
nothing from non-christians” (3 Jn 6,7).

4. It’s ENCOURAGING the work.

One of the major problems of the missionaries is loneli-
ness. Those who labour in virgin soils and remote villages
have very little fellowship. We cannot expect the new field

believers to give the missionary the kind of fellowship he
needs. Periodical visits of members of supporting churches
and groups to the mission fields will boost the missionary’s
spirit.

The field visits of supporters encourage the new con-
gregations as well. The field believers are made to realise
that they are  part of a larger body. Unlike in Christian
communities, those who embrace the gospel from idol-
worshipping or animistic culture face stiff opposition from
their relatives and neighbours. They pay a heavy price for
their faith. When we visit their homes and fields, make
personal enquiries of their lifestyle and culture, eat and
worship with them, they are brightened up. Missionaries
testify that such visits are a shot in the arm for their work.

Jesus did not sit back after sending forth His disciples.
Historian Luke records, “The Lord chose seventy other dis-
ciples and sent them ahead in pairs to all the towns and
villages He planned to visit” (Lk 10:1). Are not our chil-
dren excited and encouraged when we attend their school
functions? Personal visit to mission fields is a practical
expression of wholehearted involvement in the work.

While the missionaries and new congregations are en-
couraged by our visits, we are challenged as well. There’s
nothing like seeing. Our prayers will become better fo-
cussed and more meaningful. The government and many
companies give leave travel concession (LTC) to their staff
and their families. Why not use them to visit distant mis-
sion fields? I urge Indians working abroad to include in
their itinerary a visit to one of the mission fields when they
come down for vacation. Sadly most of them visit only
independent evangelists in cities to get some more blessing
prayers! Think seriously and see which is more important.
The heart of the Good Shepherd is after the shepherdless
multitudes (Mt 9:36-38). Join Him in His search opera-
tion.
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5. It’s INVOLVING in personal evangelism.

“Go or Send,” is a missionary slogan coined by Canada’s
great missionary statesman Dr. Oswald J. Smith (1890-
1986) in order to motivate Western youngsters to actively
involve in reaching the third world with the gospel. But as
far as India is concerned, and that in times like these, this
slogan is a luxury we cannot afford. We have no choice
between going and sending. Every Christian must go wher-
ever he can go and he must help sending others wherever
he cannot go. “Go and Send,” should be our slogan which
incidentally is  much closer to the Scriptures.

Jesus sent His disciples into the harvest field and He
also went. The same was the case with Paul. Frontier mis-
sions is actually an extension of neighbourhood evange-
lism. This is best illustrated by the four ever-widening
circles drawn by the Resurrected Lord just before His as-
cension (Acts 1:8). Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the
whole world! It is not one after the other but each along-
side the other.

Missionary supporters must be personal soulwinners.
It will be a tragedy if supporters in the church outnumber
soulwinners. Pillars are necessary but imagine a hall filled
with pillars! Mission leaders are at times over- enthusiastic
in raising supporters that they overlook their responsibil-
ity in challenging the congregations and channelising them
into neighbourhood evangelism. Here lies one main reason
why we don’t get sufficient quality candidates from
churches for fulltime missionary work. The local church
must be a training ground wherefrom soldiers can be re-
leased for the frontline. Paul and Barnabas were the first
batch of cross-cultural missionaries of the early church
and they  started off from a local church (Acts 13:1-4).

If missions supporters are not soulwinners themselves,
they will lose their vision and passion in course of time.
The excitement of fishing and the joy of harvest will only
keep them aflame. Otherwise mobilisation of support for
missionary work will become like another secular busi-
ness. Only soulwinners can understand the struggles of
soulwinners. Whether it is soulwinning in the
neighbourhood or in the frontiers, it is a spiritual battle of
liberating captives from the strongholds of Satan. Mis-
sionary Evangelist T.L. Osborn wrote, “A revival that pro-
pels every Christian into personal soulwinning will be the
ultimate restoration of New Testament Christianity!”

To summarize, Missionary Sending involves praying for
the work and the workers, giving liberally, refreshing the
missionaries, encouraging the work and new believers
by visits, and involving personally in neighbourhood evan-
gelism. If these things are faithfully done, the senders will
be rewarded exactly like the goers! (1 Sam 25:13; 30:24;
3 Jn 8).
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10

Missionary Praying

MAY be we are the terminal generation. May be we
have entered the last decade of this age. If so, we are

the ones who will write the last chapter of Church history.
Acts 29 will be about us!

“WORLD EVANGELISATION BY 2000 AD.” This is the
slogan of today’s evangelical world. There is a renewed
awareness and widespread interest in missions.
Undoubtedly this is an era of missionary evangelism. The
Church is waking up to fulfil its missionary responsibility.
Missionary movements are accelerating their progress. New
strategies are worked out. Challenging programmes are
launched out. We hear the sound of going on the mulberry
trees more loudly and clearly than ever.

But in the midst of hectic missionary activity it is possible
to forget or slight the most important work called PRAYER.
Jesus commanded His disciples to “pray therefore” before
commissioning them to “go therefore” (Mt 9:38; 28:19).

Everyone knows and accepts that Missions are born in
prayer. But if they are not run by prayer we will only end
in flesh what’s begun in the Spirit.

What is missionary praying?

It’s praying for the five groups of people acting in the
missionary story. Apostle Paul lists them in Romans
10:14,15—Senders, Goers, Hearers, Believers and
Worshippers.

1. Senders

Strictly speaking it is the “Lord of the Harvest” who
sends forth labourers. But of the first batch of missionaries
we read they were sent by the Holy Spirit and the Church
(Acts 13:3,4). The laying on of hands by the leaders on
Paul and Barnabas was not just formal or a ritual. They
“fasted and prayed” before laying hands. It shows their
dead earnestness. They realised that their missionaries were
soldiers in the battlefront. Fasting prayer is an open
acknowledgement that the battle cannot be won by might
or power but by the Spirit.

Pray that the sending churches or groups may always
carry the missionaries in their heart. They should not forget
the problems of the missionaries as they get caught up in
their own local and personal problems. Pray for the local
leaders of the missionary prayer groups to maintain a high
level vision and passion so they can motivate the members
for passionate prayer.

The initial enthusiasm in praying and giving may soon
die out. Very few will go on with the same fervour. On one
occasion no church shared with Paul concerning giving
and receiving except the Philippians (Phil 4:15). Every year
the Government and Companies increase the salary of their
employees. Pray that the missionary senders may
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understand this simple principle and increase their giving
substantially every year.

The senders include the executive leaders of Missions.
Pray they remain sensitive to the Spirit. May the Lord give
them a genuine concern for each worker in the field. Let
them not use the missionaries and the field news just as
tools and material for promotional work. Pray that the
leaders may always realize that they are servants to the
missionaries. The Spirit should guide them in all placement
and transfer of missionaries. Casualness on the part of
the leaders may ruin the future of the workers.

Individual Christians supporting the missionary work
must constantly be constrained by the love of God. Pray
that each of them be an intercessor. Tears shed at home
means showers poured out in the field.

2. Goers

Apostle Paul was a man of unusual spiritual stamina
and boldness. But hear his plea: “Pray always with all
prayer... that utterance may be given to me, that I may
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the
gospel” (Eph 6:18,19).

Missionaries are not angels or supermen. They are men
and women of like passions and problems. The only
difference is that they chose to go and we to stay. Even
amidst all friends, fellowship and feeding we struggle with
our problems. By and large the missionary is a lone man
in the field. His spiritual problems are numerous. His
coworker is but a fellow-struggler! How much they need
our prayer! Let’s watch and pray that they may not fall
into temptation.

Pray for the missionaries’ physical problems. Health
problems due to extreme climatic conditions, poor
sanitation and water supply and inadequate medical

facilities are all too common. Pray for the workers’ safety
in travel and protection from wild animals, poisonous
insects and accidents. A young missionary of an Indian
Mission was recently killed in a rail accident in Rajasthan
leaving his wife whom he had married only a month ago.

Then there are psychological problems. Separation from
children and kith and kin, hostility of the native people,
misunderstanding among the coworkers, lack of fruit in
the field and the like are the causes. Pray that God may
grant a fresh and free spirit to the missionaries and fill
them with His joy and peace unspeakable. Pray that the
missionaries may not be alarmed by people like “Alexander
the coppersmith” (2 Tim 4:14). Our prayers will keep them
bold in all situations (Acts 4:24-31).

Missionaries have adapted a simple lifestyle, yet they
have financial problems. Making both ends meet with the
allowances paid by the Mission is not always easy. There
is no provision for several unforeseen expenses. Money is
not everything but money matters! Not a few leave the
ministry being unable to cope with the financial stress.

We must pray for the ministerial problems the
missionary faces. They are simply too many. Suddenly a
Demas leaves the team (2 Tim 4:10). And Barnabas
separates because of a dispute over a simple matter (Acts
15:36-40). Trophimus falls sick and so the team’s strength
decreases (2 Tim 4:20). Let’s imagine such probable
problems of the workers while we pray.

Pray that the missionary may remain sensitive to the
voice of the Spirit. When the Spirit wants him to speak to
an individual seeker in the desert he should not get caught
up by the successful crusade in the town (Acts 8). A
definition of the missionary is God’s man doing God’s work
in God’s way at God’s time. Claim Psalm 32:8 on his behalf.
Pray for a daily anointing on him for power and purity. He
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must keep knowing God as he goes making Him known.
Pray and protect the missionary from all discouragement,
depressions and dullness.

3. Hearers

It is not so easy to gather a crowd to hear the gospel in
villages and remote places. But people cannot believe unless
they hear. Faith comes by hearing (Rom 10:17). Pray that
the Lord may remove all hesitation from people to come
out and hear an outsider, the missionary. The Spirit of the
Lord should create an enthusiasm and interest among the
people.

The god of this age has blinded people lest the light of
the gospel should shine on them. Pray the Lord may open
their eyes. Because of dejection the downtrodden people
sometimes do not want to hear a visitor. In some villages
for no reason people are prejudiced and they are indifferent
to any kind of invitation to hear the gospel. The Lord
should overrule such situations.

Christ has promised open doors which no man can shut.
But any promise of God has to be claimed. Generally open
doors and opposition go together (1 Cor 16:9).

Also there will be all kinds of distractions in the rural
setting while folks listen to preaching. Suddenly some
animals enter the fields and spoil the crop. A couple of
village folk pick up a quarrel at the street corner. A child
starts crying and the mother shouts at the child or beats
him which gets everybody’s attention. And so on. To hold
the attention of a group of villagers for ten minutes is
sometimes a big task. Pray that the attempts of the devil
may be defeated.

Every man and woman must get a fair chance to hear
the gospel clearly explained. The missionary walks several
kilometres to reach a village but he is disappointed when

the people are not in a mood to hear him due to a festival
or a funeral. Seasonal occupation like harvesting or hunting
make people too busy. Sometimes the people are very
welcoming but other times ununderstandably indifferent.
Pray that the missionary may make best out of any
situation.

Difficulty in understanding the gospel message is a very
common problem of the rural hearers. Where polygamy,
drunkenness, etc., are common practices, it is not easy to
preach about sin. Polytheists and animists have real
difficulty to accept and understand monotheism. Academic
qualification is not a must to understand the gospel but
the language and style of expression of the city-bred and
college-trained missionary are difficult for the people. Only
a few workers are talented to quickly adapt the language
style and catch the thought philosophy and culture of the
hearers. Pray.

Miracles attracted large crowds in the ministry of Jesus
and the apostles. It is still the same today. Pray God may
work miracles and perform healings through the
missionaries to get audience. Pray for an unusual
manifestation of power against demon-possession,
witchcraft and the like.

4. Believers

Not all soils produce the same fruit. The response to
the gospel is not the same everywhere. A positive response
does not necessarily mean the preacher was good and the
method effective. “It is not of him who wins, nor of him
who runs, but of God who shows mercy” (Rom 9:16).
Reporting what happened in the house of Cornelius, Peter
said that “God” had granted to the Gentiles repentance to
life (Acts 11:18). At the end of their first missionary journey,
Paul and Barnabas reported to the Church that “God”
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles (Acts 14:27).
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About Lydia the first European convert it is said that the
“Lord” opened her heart (Acts 16:14). We must pray that
God saves maximum number of people. He desires “all
men” to be saved but we must ask (1 Tim 2:1-4).

Even when there is a stirring in the hearts of hearers,
they sometimes hesitate to respond publicly due to strong
community systems so prevalent in tribal areas. Decision
for Christ becomes costly. The family and the community
may throw them out. Even their life may be in danger.
Some Missions do not baptize the respondents immediately
but wait for a sizeable number to come. There are practical
reasons. Missionaries primarily aim at the village leader or
tribal headman. If he is converted the situation becomes
easy (Mt 10:11). Pray for a sweeping work of the Spirit.

As per the constitution of our secular government anyone
has freedom to practise and propagate his religion. But
the anti-conversion bill is in force in certain States, where
a non-Christian convert cannot be baptized unless he files
an affidavit before the district Collector. The rural people
known for their fear and backwardness will certainly
hesitate to go before a civil authority for such formalities.
Also there are disturbances and dissuasion from anti-
Christian forces. We have Elymases everywhere (Acts 13:8).
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “Pray for us that we may
be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men” (2 Thess
3:1,2).

Pray for mass conversions. We read of many such in
the Book of Acts. Three thousand souls were saved on the
Day of Pentecost (2:41). The number too soon swelled up
to five thousand (4:4). There was a mass movement in the
city of Samaria (8:6,12). Many believed on the Lord
throughout Joppa (9:42). A great number turned to the
Lord in Antioch (11:19-21). In the Pisidian Antioch almost
the whole city got interested in the Gospel (13:14,44). At

Thessalonica a great multitude of Greeks joined the Lord
(17:1,4). And so on. Pray that our missionaries may witness
a daily addition (2:47). If the early apostles had their
thousands we must have our millions. Think of the
population explosion ! Should not conversions be
proportional?

5. Worshippers

The ultimate of missionary work is to raise a worshipping
community in every village and among each people group.
This is the Father’s great desire (Jn 4:23). There must be a
Church for every locality. Pray that all missionaries be
endowed with the “gift” of church planting along with their
gift of evangelism.

Pray that the believers get rooted and grounded in their
new-found faith. The Lord should give them wisdom and
knowledge to understand their high calling and inheritance
in Christ (Eph 1:15-21). Nurturing the babes in Christ is
both a privilege and a responsibility. The missionaries are
now the shepherds. They must have all discernment and
compassion to feed the sheep according to each sheep’s
need.

The material needs of the converts also should be taken
care of. Relief and rehabilitation projects must be launched.
In remote areas skilled labour is quite rare and so the
missionaries come under a greater stress. Pray for World
Vision, EFICOR and such relief organisations who work
with Missions to uplift the people. Pray for sufficient funds.

Entering the Kingdom of God is always through
tribulations (Acts 14:22). Pray that the faith of the believers
may not be shaken up due to deaths or losses. Persecution
should not discourage but strengthen them. Believers of
the sending churches should consider the problems of the
members of the new churches as that of their own. Are
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they not our own brothers and sisters? Our prayers should
keep them from backsliding. Paul had a deep and daily
concern for all the Churches (2 Cor 11:28).

Pray for native leadership to be raised (Tit 1:5). Otherwise
the missionaries will not be able to pioneer into new areas.
They will get stuck up in one place. The new church must
become reproductive. The gifts of the Spirit must be in
free operation. Believers must be trained in personal
soulwinning. The new church in the mission field should
soon become a sending church. They should learn giving.
Pray that these new churches stay alive and aflame, giving
no room for nominalism or formalism.

On knees to fields!

All may not be able to personally travel to distant places
and pioneering situations for missionary evangelism, but
every Christian can go there on his knees! What a possibility!

11

Missionary Giving

GIVING to missionary work is not an option but an
obligation for every Christian. “The Lord has

COMMANDED that those who preach the gospel should live
from the gospel” (1 Cor 9:14). Those who go must be
supported by those who don’t go (1 Cor 9:7). When people
volunteer to risk their life for missionary work, shouldn’t
we atleast sacrifice our substance? How do we expect them
to jump when we are not ready to hold the rope?

The Missionary Testament

It’s inconceivable how one can remain uninvolved in
missions after reading the New Testament, because nearly
all its books were authored by missionaries. Without
exaggeration, it can be called the Missionary Testament.

Matthew was a missionary to Ethiopia where he died as
a martyr. Mark was sent on an evangelistic mission to
Egypt and he founded the Church in Alexandria. He was
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killed by Nero the Roman emperor. Luke was a missionary
doctor in Paul’s team. John came to Asia and served as a
missionary in and around Ephesus. He was banished to
the barren island of Patmos wherefrom he wrote to the
seven churches. Paul was a missionary every inch. He wrote
the epistles either during his missionary journeys or
imprisonment for the gospel. The unknown author of the
Epistle to the Hebrews was a missionary as well! He refers
to being “in chains” for the gospel (Heb 10:34). James the
half brother of Jesus suffered a violent martyr’s death at
the age of seventy. His missionary heart is obvious in Acts
15 where he helps solve a mission field problem. Peter was
crucified by Nero upside down for his relentless efforts to
spread the gospel.

What is a Missionary?

The word “missionary” is from the Latin equivalent of
the Greek word “apostolos” from which we get the word
“apostle.” An apostle means one sent forth. It was when
the twelve “disciples” were sent forth that they came to be
known as “apostles” (Mt 10:1,2,5). Similarly Paul and
Barnabas who were “prophets” and “teachers” in the local
church at Antioch, got the designation as “apostles” when
they were released from a local ministry and sent forth for
a translocal mission (Acts 13:1,4; 14:14). In this sense,
the words “apostle” and “missionary” can be used
interchangeably. A missionary like an apostle goes forth
being sent forth.

In the universal Church there are mainly five categories
of ministers. “Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachers” (Eph 4:11). Note that the apostles top the list!
“God has appointed these in the Church: FIRST apostles,...”
(1 Cor 12:28). Yes, it is the missionary who pioneers the
Christian work in a virgin soil. He lays the foundation (1
Cor 3:10). The other categories of ministers follow. The
missionary sacrifices the comforts of a settled life and moves

out to regions beyond in search of those sitting in darkness
and the shadow of death. His target field is “where Christ
is not named” (Rom 15:20). He goes forth weeping and
sowing in tears (Psa 126:5,6).

But, both yesterday and today, the apostles or
missionaries are denied their due honour. The world and
sometimes even the Church do not recognize their value or
realize their importance. Missionary Paul bemoaned, “I
think that God has displayed us, the apostles, LAST, as
men condemned to death; for we have been made a
spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men... Even
to the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are
poorly clothed, and beaten, and homeless” (1 Cor 4:9,11).

Top Priority

What is “our” attitude towards missionaries? If God
has set them first, supporting them should be the top
priority in our church budget. From what we set aside for
God each month, the first portion or payment must be
designated for those “beautiful feet” which carry the
message of peace to mountainlike difficult places (Rom
10:15).

Unfortunately the Great Commission has been our great
omission. We are guilty of selfishness. If Missionary Thomas
in the first century and thousands of others following
Reformation had not brought the gospel to India, you and
I will still be heathen. Is it not then “our” responsibility to
support the missionaries who evangelize the unreached of
this generation? Freely we have received and freely we
must give.

An Expensive Enterprise

Missionary work is a costly afair. Travel is expensive.
The price of vehicles and equipments is high. Bible



105 106

translation and printing, literacy programmes, medical and
relief work, all these involve enormous expenditure. Because
of inadequate educational facilities where they work, the
missionaries have to send their children to a boarding
school eleswhere and this means additional expenses. The
list goes on. Therefore it’s only logical that a major portion
of our funds goes to missions.

Missionary evangelism means sowing and reaping. If
we give more, the missions can send more missionaries. If
enough funds are available, the missionaries can visit more
places, meet more people and conduct more programmes.
If motorised two-wheelers are given to them, the
missionaries can cover more villages than what can be done
with bicycles. More the sowing more the reaping. “He who
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one GIVE
as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of
compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:6,7).

Dr. Paul Smith of the People’s Church in Canada writes
of four possibilities of giving: If we decide to give nothing
for missions, we are voting to recall every missionary from
the field and close down all stations. If we choose to give
less than before, we are asking for the reduction of workers.
If we determine to give the same amount as before, that
means we do not desire to gain new fields but are content
with what we have so far done. But if we endeavour to
give more than ever, we are cooperating with the plan of
God to advance the cause of His Kingdom. What is our
choice?

Farthing or Fortune?

Jesus was a missionary-evangelist. He went through
cities and villages preaching the glad tidings. There were
twelve missionaries with Him in His band. This team had

the financial backing of “Mary Magdalene, Joanna Chuza,
Susanna and many others.” Luke records that they
provided for the needs of Jesus and His associates from
their “possessions,” not just earnings! (Lk 8:1-3). The
missionary author of Hebrews was joyfully allowed to
”plunder the goods” of the believers! (Heb 10:34). Beloved,
we should not be mean with missions.  Apart from regularly
contributing from out income, we should also honour
missionary ministries with gold, silver and lands. “For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also!” (Mt 6:21).

When C. T. Studd’s father died, his portion of the
inheritance was £ 29,000. That means Rs. 13,00,000/- a
century ago. Imagine its value today! He gave 5000 pounds
to D. L. Moody. The latter used it for the Moody Bible
Institute which continues to train and send missionaries
worldwide. Another £ 5000 was given to George Muller for
the care of orphans. The third gift of 5000 pounds went to
one Mr. Holland for his work among the poor. The next
5000 was donated to the work of Salvation  Army in India.
Then he gave £ 1000 to each of five men involved in
evangelism and social work. He was keeping the balance
of £ 3400 for his bride. But when he offered it to her, she
desired that money also to be given away to God. Together
they gave the last of their fortune into the hands of General
William Booth. A reckless extravagance for the Kingdom!

What is that precious thing you are keeping for yourself?
Pour it on Jesus. The whole world will smell the fragrance
of the Rose of Sharon (Mt 26:6-13; Mk Mk 14:3-9). Spend
it on missionaries. They will go on diffusing the fragrance
of His “knowledge in every place” (2 Cor 2:14,15).

Bread and Blanket

Usually the poor respond to the Gospel better and faster
than the rich (Mt 11:5c; Js 2:5). Most of the Churches
planted in villages, jungles and mountains among the
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neglected people and tribals are economically poor. It is
our responsibility to help them. This is part of the
missionary work.

The first reference to giving in the early Church is Acts
2:45 and 4:34-37. It’s a record of spontaneous sharing of
material goods with the poor believers. The most descriptive
passage in the New Testament on giving is 2 Corinthians,
chapters 8 and 9. The subject is helping the poor saints.
Only once in all his epistles Paul prescribes a system for
giving and that’s concerning the collection for needy saints
(1 Cor 16:1,2). He urges us to grab every opportunity to
help those of the household of faith (Gal 6:10). Supporting
the poor saints is both our debt and duty (Rom 15:25-
27).

When missions report in their periodicals of the poverty
of the new believers in the mission fields, it’s not just for
our pious prayers. Sympathy and prayer are no substitute
for action. Our faith is dead and love hypocritical when we
don’t clothe the clotheless and feed the foodless brothers
and sisters (Js 2:14-17; 1 Jn 3:17,18; Rom 12:9a,13).

Local Church

Some pastors fear that the income to the local Church
will be affected if their members are encouraged to give to
missions. This is simply unfounded. Dear pastors, give to
missions and it will be given to your church needs. With
the same measure that you use for giving to missionary
work, it will be measured back to your church. The Church
history of the past as well as the present overwhelmingly
proves that God pours multiplied blessings—spiritual and
material—on the congregations which give liberally to those
who go to “other places” to bring in the “other sheep” into
the fold. The churches in  Macedonia in the first century
are to be our model (2 Cor 8:1-4). They gave beyond their
ability amidst their deep poverty. Such abounding liberality

will be blessed with “all” grace and “all” sufficiency in “all”
things! (2 Cor 9:7,8).

It’s unfortunate to have persons like Diotrephes in our
churches. All they need is prominence for themselves. They
will be orating malicious words against missionaries and
forbidding those who wish to support missionary work.
Away with such enemies of the Cross but follow men like
Demetrius! (3 Jn 9-12). Anyone who directly or indirectly
discourages missionary work or its supporters is kicking
against thorns. Beware!

Fruitbearing for Self

Prophet Hosea lamented, “Israel is an empty vine; he
brings forth fruit for himself” (Hos 10:1). We the Christians
of this century would even excel these Israelites in self-
gratification. Mission researcher David B. Bartett has given
this analysis: “99% of the Christian world’s income is spent
on itself ; 95% of Christian activity benefits only the
Christian world; 90% of all evangelism is directed at
Christians; not at non-Christians.” What an alarming
statistics!

The Christian community must minimize spending for
its own needs so giving to missions may be maximized.
Instead of building a church for Rs. 10,00,000/- in a city
where there are already 100 churches, we can build 100
churches at the cost of Rs. 10,000/- each in villages where
there are no churches! Instead of carpeting our aisles,
cushioning our pews, curtaining our altars or conditioning
our halls, we can provide funds to lay flooring or roofing
for a village church. Let’s judge for ourselves which will
please God more.

Independent preachers must be extra-careful. When God
blesses their ministry, money will start pouring in. Right
from the beginning they must train up themselves to turn
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all extra income over to missions. Otherwise they would be
tempted to “invent” projects and schemes which might not
be in the perfect will of God. Once we received a cheque
for Rs. 10,000/- from a Gulf congregation with the note:
“Evangelist so-and-so from India was here for a weeklong
programme. When we blessed him with a decent offering,
he said his travel and other needs were taken care of and
so that large sum should be sent to missions in India.
Yours is one of the missions he recommended. Please accept
this in the Name of the Lord.” What a telling example!

Beware of buildings! True we need structures for
operational convenience. But buildings could block us from
moving on with God. God’s will for us is always to move
out and spread. Let’s not lock up huge sums in towers
like Babel (Gen 9:1; 11:1-9).

Dividends from IOB

No giving pleases God as missionary giving, because it
satisfies His greatest longing to get the truth to “ALL MEN”
(1 Tim 2:4).

Faithful supporters of missionary work will be placed
in God’s role of honour. The Philippian church was
exemplary in missionary giving and its name got inscribed
in the Bible! Missionary Paul recorded, “You Philippians
know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I
departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me
concerning giving and receiving but you only. For even in
Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my
necessities” (Phil 4:15,16). What we give to missions is
instantly credited to our account in the International
Overskies Bank (vv 17,18).

But our giving should be selfless. There’s always a
tendency to give someone who will pray down blessings on
us, our work, our business, our family. Giving so for our

own benefit is carnal. “He who sows to his flesh will of the
flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of
the Spirit reap everlasting life” (Gal 6:8).

It’s wrong to give to God’s work just in order to receive
blessings. Giving must be an act of worship. Its eyes must
be studded on the worth of the Lord and not our need (1
Chr 29:3-20). The givers under the old covenant were
essentially guaranteed material blessings “on earth” whereas
under the new covenant we are primarily promised spiritual
riches “in glory” and an enduring possession “in Heaven”
(Mal 3:10,11; Phil 4:18,19; Heb 10:34). Ignorance of this
basic difference lies at the root of much erroneous teaching
today.

Start Today!

Friend, if you have not been giving to missionary work
regularly so far, you have been missing a great opportunity.
Start investing today. Choose one or two missionary
organisations and send them a regular contribution. Keep
growing in giving until it affects you (2 Sam 24:24). Jesus
became poor to make us rich. Let’s follow Him to bless the
world!
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Come, I ’ll send you!

MOSES was a soldier and God called him to lead His
people out of Egypt!

David was a shepherd and God called him to rule His
people!

Amos was a shepherd too and God called him to be a
prophet!

Jesus was a carpenter and He was called to fulltime
ministry at the age of thirty!

Peter was a fisherman and Jesus called him to leave the
nets and follow Him!

Matthew was a tax-collector and Jesus called him to
leave his office to serve Him fulltime!

Paul was a tentmaker and God called him for a global
service demanding all his time !

Luke was a medical doctor and he joined Paul in the
missionary tours!

Whatever may be your profession, God can call YOU!

God’s need for labourers is the same both in the Old
Testament and the New.

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” (Isa 6:8).

“The harvest is plenty but the labourers are few!” (Mt
9:37).

There is always vacancy in God’s work!

There is rush and competition to become doctors,
engineers, lawyers and teachers. But few are those who
take up Christian service. Will you accept this challenge?

God had only one Son and He sent Him as a missionary-
martyr into this world!

Dear parents, why not send atleast one of your children
for the ministry? We are two sons to our parents and I am
the eldest. Both of us are engineers. They gave me to the
ministry.

There is nothing like serving the King of kings and the
Lord of lords! It is the most challenging one on earth and
the most rewarding in heaven! (Mk 10:29,30).

The designations of God’s servants are the highest!
Ambassadors for Christ! Coworkers with God! Fishers of
Men!

Only one life; it’ll soon be past! What’s done for Christ,
alone shall last!

Christian service is the most joyful one! It is the joy of a
harvester or that of a father when his lost son is found!

Job satisfaction is highest in Christian service! Perfect
freedom, team work and loving fellowship!
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No bossing of an ungodly officer, but encourgement
and support from godly and unselfish leaders!

What is your taste and talent? You have jobs just suitable
in the Lord’s vineyard.

Are you interested in literature? You can become a Bible
translator. There are nearly 200 languages in India without
the Bible.

Are you good in music? You will be an asset to any
evangelistic team

Are you a doctor? Oh how many medical missionaries
are needed!

Computer programmers are wanted.

David Livingstone was an explorer and he went as a
missionary. C. T. Studd was a famous cricketer and he
took up missionary service. Wllliam Carey was a shoemaker
and he became a Bible translator. These and thousands of
men all over the world found serving the Lord adventurous
and satisfying.

Women are no exception. We still need Mary Slessors,
Ida Scudders and Pandit Ramabais. There were women in
the evangelistic teams of Jesus and Paul (Lk 8:1-5; Phil
4:3).

Several single missionaries are seeking life partners who
will share the same vision. If you are a young man or
young woman with a missionary burden, what is wrong in
writing to trusted leaders of Missions to find you a
missionary as a life partner?

Don’t worry if you have no experience or Bible training.
Most of the Missions have short-term training courses for
cross-cultural evangelism or Bible translation.

If you feel you must have a systematic theological
education before you enter the ministry, apply to one of
the sound evangelical colleges in the country. Beware of
joining any liberal college.

Don’t think a trip to the West is the best. True there are
many good colleges there but the casuality rate is quite
high among the Indian students who go overseas for Bible
training. Many lose their original vision. Several of them
settle there.

I hear someone say, “I will serve the Lord fulltime after
I retire from my secular job!” After you retire you will need
people to serve you!

Missionary work involves walking, bicycling, travel and
so on. Give the best part of your life to the Lord. “Serve
the Lord with all your strength!”

“But there are so many who have not heard the Gospel
in my own place,” you say. Don’t worry. There will be
always enough of people who stay back! Leave that job to
them.

“How about the material needs of me and my family?”
It’s a good question. If you can trust a government or a
company, you can always trust God ! The Lord has said,
“Those who preach the Gospel should live from the Gospel”
(1 Cor 9:14).

God who fed Elijah even in the worst famine is alive
today. He desires the prosperity of His servants (Psa 35;27).

You may not become rich in material goods. But God
will give you “people for your life” (Isa 43:4).

“But how can I leave my people and native place?”
Abraham left his “father’s house” and so he could become
a blessing to “all the families of the earth” (Gen 12:1,2).
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Missionaries from the West left their comforts and homes
and brought the Gospel to us. If they had not come, you
and I today would be kissing an idol. Is it not now your
turn to carry the torch to the people in darkness?

“How about my children’s education?” If there is not a
good school where you go, you can always leave them in
Santhosha Vidhyalaya at Dohnavur, YCLT School at
Yavatmal or similar institutions mainly meant for
missionaries’ children.

So many parents leave their children in India and go
overseas to earn more—gold and silver. Can we do less for
God and souls?

“Seek first the kingdom of God and all these things
shall be added to you” (Mt 6:33).

“I am afraid I may not hold on to the end,” you say.
Perhaps you have met some casualties or failures. This is
the devil’s trick. Why look at Judas Iscariot? Eleven out of
twelve made it ! That’s a good percentage, isn’t it?

Some pastors are missionary-minded. Thank God for
them. But others would pour cold water on the fiery zeal
of their youngsters. They are afraid of losing some of their
active members. Be wise!

Some missionary reports are filled with stories of lions
and bears. Don’t be chilled! Be thrilled! It is good to go
out to see some of them! “I will be with you always”—This
promise of Jesus is only to those who “go” (Mt 28:19,20).

“But should I not be called?” Yes, you must not go
without a call! Dr. Christian Weiss speaks of the fourfold
call—

One is the call from the world within you. There is a
growing dissatisfaction over your present job and a growing
desire to do more for the Lord.

Secondly there is the call from the world around you.
Millions and millions of people are without the gospel. The
harvest is getting wasted without sufficient reapers.

Thirdly the call from the world under you. Think of the
countless millions who are dead and gone to a Christless
eternity. They are crying like the rich man from hell to
send Lazarus to preach the gospel to their relatives (Lk
16:27,28).

Finally the call from the world above. God’s Spirit moves
and directs you. He gives you an inward urge and uses
the Scripture and the circumstances to confirm you are
called.

Why not decide now?

Listen to Him! He speaks to you! Obey Him!

NOW!
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Go in spite of ...

WE are all known for making excuses. “I have bought
a piece of ground, and I must go and see it; I ask

you to have me excused. And another said, I have bought
five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them; I ask you
to have me excused. Still another said, I have married a
wife, and therefore I cannot come” (Lk 14:18-20).

The call of God comes to us as a privilege. If we fail to
respond to Him positively, He will bypass us and He knows
how and by whom to get the job done. The entire nation of
the Jews was in peril. Esther was God’s person for the
hour but she was making excuses. Mordecai’s warning to
Esther was alarming: “Do not think in your heart that you
will escape in the king’s palace anymore than all the other
Jews. For if you remain completely silent at this time,
relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another
place, but you and your father’s house will perish. Yet
who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for
such a time as this?” Wisdom dawned on her and she

said, “I will go... and if I perish, I perish!” We know the
result. The people were saved! (Esth 4:10-16).

How can we endure to see the evil that will come on our
people? How can we endure to see the destruction of our
kindred? Whatever difficulties and problems we have, let’s
not make them excuses but turn them over to the Lord for
help and solution and GO! To reach India for Christ!

Go in spite of insufficient details! — ABRAHAM

“He went out, not knowing where he was going” (Heb
11:8).

Go in spite of lack of talents! — MOSES

“Moses said to the Lord... I am not eloquent... but I am
slow of speech and slow of tongue. So the Lord said to
him, Who has made man’s mouth? Have not I the Lord?
Now, therefore, go!” (Ex 4:10-12).

Go in spite of threats in the field!
—CALEB AND JOSHUA

The men told Moses, “We are not able to go up against
the people, for they are stronger than we... Caleb quieted
the people...and said, Let us go up at once and take
possession... Do not fear them” (Num 13:27-31; 14:6-9).

Go in spite of the absence of spectacular miracles!
—GIDEON

“Gideon said to Him,... Where are all His miracles which
our fathers told us about...? Then the Lord turned to him
and said, Go in this might of yours!” (Judg 6:13,14).

Go in spite of the hardness of the soil! — ISAIAH

“Go and tell this people: Keep on hearing, but do not
understand” (Isa 6:9).
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Go in spite of inexperience! — JEREMIAH

“The Lord said to me: Do not say, I am a youth; For
you shall go to all whom I send you” (Jer 1:7).

Go in spite of imperfections! — THE DISCIPLES

“He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and
He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart... And
He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature” (Mk 16:14,15; See also Mt 28:17-
19; Jn 21:20:22).

Go in spite of being a woman!

— MARY MAGDALENE, JOANNA, SUSANNA & OTHERS
(Lk 8:1-3; Jn 20:16-18)

— PRISCILLA (Acts 18:18)

Go in spite of family responsibilities! — PHILIP

“Philip went... and preached Christ... Now this man

had four virgin daughters” (Acts 8:5; 21:8,9).

Go in spite of prejudices! — PETER

“The Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing”
(Acts 11:2-18).

Go in spite of being much loved and used in the
local ministry!

— PAUL AND BARNABAS

“In the church at Antioch there were certain prophets
and teachers: Barnabas... and Saul. As they ministered to
the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Now separate to

Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them. Then... they sent them away” (Acts 13:1-3).

—PHILIP

“The multitudes with one mind listened to the things
spoken by Philip... Now an angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip, saying, Arise and go... So he arose and went” (Acts
8:6,26,27)

Go in spite of divisions and defections!
— PAUL AND BARNABAS

“The contention became so sharp that they parted from
one another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to
Cyprus; but Paul chose Silas... and went through Syria
and Cilicia” (Acts 15:36-41).

G-O A-N-Y-W-A-Y!
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A Call to Parents

GOD had only one Son and He sent Him as a missionary-
martyr to this world. If you have two children you

have one too many to give away to serve the Lord!

Jesus was most precious to the Father. The Bible here
and there mentions about Their love relationship from
eternity past. In Proverbs we have an interesting reference:
“When He prepared the heavens, I was there... I was beside
Him as a master craftsman; and I was daily His delight,
rejoicing always before Him, rejoicing in His inhabited
world, and My delight was with the sons of men” (Prov
8:27-30). The Father was ready to sacrifice His daily delight
for the sake of the “sons of men” because He “so loved the
world!” (Jn 3:16). There was nothing more precious to
God than His Son. But He spared Him not! (Rom 8:32).
Can we do less to save our fellowmen who are otherwise
lost?

Isaac was the sole joy of Abraham and Sarah. Their
material possessions meant nothing to them (Gen 15:2).

The name Isaac means “laughter!” He was the daily delight
of that old couple. But God demanded that they would
sacrifice their laughter on the altar. Abraham hesitated
not a moment because he loved God more than he loved
his son. Do we? Abraham was rewarded. He got back
Isaac now as a sanctified laughter! Isaac became a type of
Christ. “Now we, as Isaac was, are children of promise”
(Gal 4:28). Anyone who leaves anything for the sake of the
Gospel shall receive a hundredfold (Mt 19:29).

Hannah’s barrenness grieved her so much that she began
going without food. She cried out to the Lord and poured
out her soul before Him. When God gave her a son, she
gave him away immediately after weaning him! She did
not delay to give God what was dearest and nearest to her
breasts and bosom (1 Sam 1:7,15,24).

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit
of the womb is His reward. Like arrows in the hand of a
warrior so are the children of one’s youth” (Psa 127:3,4).
What are arrows for? Release them from your bow so they
may deliver people from the hand of the enemy and the
gates of hell (Psa 127:5, Lk 1:71).

Manoah’s wife was barren. The Angel of the Lord
promised her a son. Manoah’s immediate anxiety was to
know what they must do for the child so he would fulfill
God’s plan in his life. He asked “What will be the boy’s
rule of life, and his work?” (Judg 13:3,8,12). Do we try to
thrust our own selfish dreams on our children or pray
without bias to find God’s will for each of them?

God told Moses, “Set apart for Me all the firstborn,... it
is Mine” (Ex 13:2). If only Christian parents the world over
have given away their firstborn to serve the Lord, the world
would have been evangelised long long ago. Our failure
has delayed the coming of the Lord too.
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We are two boys to our parents. I am the eldest. The
famous Dr. Mrs. Vedabothagam of St. Luke’s Hospital,
Nazareth (India) was my Godmother (I come from an
Anglican background). She was fond of the ministry of
Dr. E. Stanley Jones and in those days there had been a
famous British soldier by name Stanley. So she named me
Stanley with the prayer that I must grow to be a preacher
and a soldier for Christ. Incidentally my daddy was an
officer in the Army. After my studies I was working as a
hospital engineer in the Christian Medical College and
Hospital founded by Dr. Ida Scudder in Vellore. When I
told my mummy in 1975 of my decision to leave my
profession to serve the Lord fulltime she broke into tears.
She hugged me and said, “My long desire is fulfilled today!”
She had dedicated me to the Lord’s service even when I
was a baby and she had been praying for over 25 years to
see its fulfilment. She is now with the Lord. I shall “rise up
and call her blessed” on the Resurrection morn! (Prov
3l:28).

The influence of my parents on me was not small. I
have watched mummy walking several kilometers each day,
especially in weekends, to reach villages, slums, homes
and hospitals with the gospel. She would not consider it
below her dignity to go to Christian homes to collect money
for missionary work which she so dearly loved. She did
that till the day when her hand could no more write and
her legs no more walk, due to cancer of which she died in
1981. Daddy was selling Bibles and Christian literature
house to house till the day prior to his death in 1973.
Some of his customers paid the money to me after his
death! He was responsible to erect a Church building in
Kottaiyur near Karaikudi where there was no church. My
brother and I would be blowing the bellows for daddy’s
harmonium for hours together to sing some favorite
choruses again and again. Little wonder I get lost in worship

today! My unmarried aunt would take me to every preacher
to have him pray that I would one day serve the Lord.

While I write all these I hear someone saying, “We should
not influence our children like this. We should let them
choose what they want.” Wait a minute, dear parent. Don’t
you keep telling at home that you desire your son to
become an engineer and your daughter a doctor and so
on? Don’t you plan his or her high school studies itself to
fit into your desire? Don’t you even sell your property to
pay heavy capitation fees to join your son in a professional
college? If you can thus influence your child for a secular
career, why not for a spiritual ministry? I ask, why not?

You ask, “How can I send my son or daughter to the
ministry without a call?” Did you get a call through a
vision or a voice to make him or her a doctor or an engineer?
Why this partiality when it comes to God and His Kingdom?

History abounds with examples of great heroes of faith
who became so by the influence of their parents. Even
before he was born, the parents of Hudson Taylor had
prayed that if God gave them a son he should go to China
as a missionary. Fanny Crosby, the author of over 8000
Christian hymns, opened her heart to the Lord in the arms
of her grandmother. John Paton was watching his father
pray and he desired to grow up to be a man of God like
his father. When Amy Carmichael committed her life to
the Lord she said, “God answered the prayers of my father
and mother.” Most of the nineteen children of Susanna
Wesley entered Christian ministry because of her godly
influence on them, of whom John Wesley and Charles
Wesley are well known. No name is more revered in the
Salvation Army than that of Samuel L. Brengle, for there
has been no soldier more saintly nor officer more spiritually
effective than this quiet-spoken prophet of God. Left
fatherless by war, one Christmas eve his mother knelt beside
him and led him to Christ.
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Choose missionary names for your children. When people
give names of runners and players to their children, why
don’t we select names from God’s Hall of Fame? The athletes
and players win one day and lose the next day. But I am
talking about prayer warriors, pioneer missionaries, Bible
translators and revivalists who were always winners and
overcomers! Don’t say, What’s in a name? In the Bible
times, names were given with a meaning and purpose. Put
your vision into the name you choose and everytime you
call your son or daughter by that name, remind yourself
of the dedication. We have only one daughter. We have
named her Evangeline after our passion for evangelism.
She once came back from the missionary convention of
Friends Missionary Prayer Band saying she had committed
her life for fulltime service. Our joy knew no bounds. What
is greater than to be on His Majesty’s Service?

There was never a time in the history of the Church
when there were too many missionaries or preachers. The
harvest is always plenty and the labourers always few (Mt
9:37). In every field of God’s work there is always vacancy.
When your son passes M.A. in literature why go to college
after college and be turned down by the “no-vacancy”
board? Why not apply to Bible translation societies? The
Bible was completed 1900 years ago, but there are still
more than 2000 languages without a single line of
Scriptures. It has taken 2000 years to translate the
Scriptures, atleast a portion of it, into about 2000
languages. Are we going to take another 2000 years to
complete this task? If you believe in Revelation 7:9, send
your literature graduate son or daughter for Bible
translation training immediately. Faith without
corresponding action is dead!

Give your best to God. Motivate the most intelligent and
industrious child to go for ministry. God’s work is no
ordinary thing. God says, “Cursed be the deceiver who

has in his flock a male, and makes a vow, but sacrifices to
the Lord what is blemished—for I am a great King, says
the Lord of hosts... When you offer the lame and the sick,
is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be
pleased with you?” (Mal 1:14,8)

Even if your doctor son or doctor daughter does not
become a fulltimer in the ministry, why not encourage
him or her to work in a rural area or a tribal village where
there is no doctor? Teach your son or daughter that the
medical profession is not a business for collection but a
ministry of compassion. The moment a man or a woman
enters medical profession with the sheer motive to make
money, he or she does the greatest injustice to this noblest
of professions. A Christian doctor whose main concern is
his purse rather than people is a self-contradiction. Eighty
percent of Indians live in villages. A Christian doctor in an
unevangelised village will be the best tool to bring the Good
News to the entire community. Everyone respects a doctor.

It is your responsibility to create a missionary
atmosphere at home. Hang a world map and a country
map on the  wall. Keep wall texts of missionary slogans.
Arrange to receive regularly missionary periodicals and
prayer letters. Get missionary biographies for your children.
Converse missionary news in the dining table. Include a
missionary item each day in the family prayer. Write to
missionary organisations and invite missionaries to spend
a week or so of their holidays with you at home. Keep the
children of missionaries with you for a vacation if they are
not able to join their parents in the field from the school.
Motivate your children to give one of their best dresses to
the missionary child. Encourage them to correspond with
each other. When you go for Christmas shopping, let the
whole family agree to make the first purchase for a
missionary or his kid. Never speak anything negative about
God’s workers before the children. Hold the ministers in



127 128

high esteem. That is how I believe Timothy’s mother and
grandmother influenced his thinking for his future career
(2 Tim 1:5,6). You can spend a vacation with your family
in a mission field. It will be eventful and thrilling. There is
nothing like seeing the fields (Jn 4:35). Give each of your
children a savings box to save for missionary work. Giving
must be taught at the earliest.

In India marriages are generally arranged by parents.
Beware of seeking a bride or a groom who is otherwise
minded for your son or daughter who is missionary minded.
Seek the help of mission leaders in this area. Die to casteism,
status and the like. Don’t marry your ox to a donkey! (Dt
22:10).

Zacharias and Elizabeth were childless till their old age
but they kept on praying for a child. Finally God blessed
them with a boy baby who was a “joy and gladness” to
them and for many. That was John the Baptist. But the
parents did not keep the child for themselves but let him
“go before Him... to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord” (Lk 1:7,13,14,17,80). John prepared people for the
first coming of Christ. Shall we let our children “go” all
over the world to prepare people for His Second Coming?
Let there be a missionary going forth from each family!

15

Problems of Missionaries

Missiological books point to Genesis 12 as the genesis
of missionary work. Abraham is called the first

missionary. The first martyr of the Church, even Stephen,
begins his redemption story with Abraham (Acts 7:2,3).
And Paul says that Abraham was the first man to hear the
gospel of faith (Gal 3:8,9). The word “apostle” means one
who is “sent forth” and the Latin equivalent of this Greek
word means a “missionary.” Abraham was called out and
sent forth to inherit the nations for God. That’s what
missionary work is. We have the biography of Abraham
from Genesis 12 to 25. In this chapter I highlight the
problems Abraham faced as a missionary.

1. Economic problem

This was the first problem Abraham faced when he left
his place on God’s mission. “Abraham journeyed, going on
still toward the South. Now there was a famine in the land...
the famine was severe” (12:9,10). Only this forced him to
go to Egypt.



130129

When folks leave their secular jobs to join a Mission,
there is generally a sudden and big drop in their income.
Even an attender in an office gets not less than Rs. 2000/
- per month but some misssionaries have to start on 1000/
- or 1500/- only. Also when they leave their native District
or State to settle in a new place, the high cost of living or
the non-availabilty of certain basic commodities comes as
a pressure on the entire family. The children, though they
don’t express openly, develop a sense of resentment towards
their parents choosing missionary career. Should the
children be forced to sacrifice? Comparison with their peers
is a genuine problem.

2. Cultural problems

Mrs. Sarah Abraham was a beautiful lady. Abraham
had to migrate to Egypt because of the famine but he was
scared of the Egyptians who had the habit of taking another
man’s wife if she looked pretty. They won’t mind killing the
woman’s husband, if necessary, to satisfy their passions.
Even the national leaders of Egypt were addicted to this
godless culture (12:20;20:10-13).

Several missionaries have come back being unable to
recover from cultural shocks. They are not to be criticised
but sympathised and helped. Crosscultural ministry is quite
demanding. The missionary has to give up and sacrifice a
lot. In India mutton sells for Rs. 125/- a kilo but beef for
only Rs. 40/-. In many villages the folks will never entertain
a beefeater. They would openly ask the new visitor to the
village whether he eats beef. There are religious and
communal taboo relating to these eating habits. This is
but one of many cultural problems missionaries face. In
India each language has a culture of its own. Ours is a
country of countries. In South men and women greet each
other with folded hands but in North they shake hands. It
looks simple but poses lot of difficulties atleast in the

beginning. I was shocked when I saw in England men
greeting women with a kiss on the cheek. A greater shock
awaited me in the United States when I saw some of them
kissing on the lips!

3. Relationship problems

There was a strife between the workers of Abraham and
those of his nephew Lot. Abraham manifested an exemplary
Christian virtue when he said to Lot, “Please let there be
no strife between you and me... for we are brothers” (13:5-
11). He was generous enough to let Lot choose whichever
place he wanted and Abraham would choose the other.

Missionaries are not angels! The disciples of Christ had
relationship problems even after working with the Master
closely for over three years. The Book of Acts does not hide
the clashes between the apostles! Too often mission fields
become battlefields! The war is between the workers of the
same mission or two different missions. There are problems
of maladjustment between workers of different languages
and cultural backgrounds. And there are denominational
problems also. One worker may be a noisy Pentecostal and
the other a quiet Brethren! One may be an Anglican who
bows before the Cross, and for his associate worker who is
a Baptist this is sin! Differences over the issues of wearing
jewels or taking medicine may be dormant only to pop up
when most unexpected. One worker believes in systematic
planning of the work whereas the other believes in being
carried by “the wind where it wishes!” Quarrel over petty
things between the wives of workers is simply too common.
And fight between children also cannot be ignored. Then
there are problems between missions. Thank God for a
fellowship like India Missions Association which helps avoid
overlapping of missions in the fields. However lot of things
happen underground.
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4. Political problems

In a war of four kings against five Lot was captured and
also all his belongings. Abraham was deeply upset and he
turned his servants into soldiers and fought the enemies to
restore Lot (14:8-16). See how many things Abraham had
to fight against since he left his own country, kith and kin.
He perhaps wondered what more awaited him in future.
But the Lord encouraged him in a vision saying, “Do not
be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great
reward!” (15:1).

Political situation is unstable in most of the States in
India. Riots and community clashes are everyday affair.
This does affect evangelism though the parties involved
may not target the Christian work. Paul wrote to Timothy
to pray for kings and all who are in authority, “THAT we
may lead a quiet life” to bring all men to the knowledge of
truth (1 Tim 2:1-4). To the Thessalonians he wrote,
“Brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may
have free course... and that we may be delivered from
unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith” (2
Thess 3:1,2). Though our country is secular there are
national and State leaders who twist the law and intimidate
missionaries. There are “honourable” ministers who secretly
support goondaism and hooliganism. When parents read
of shootings and killings in places where their sons and
daughters work as missionaries, their hearts melt and
mourn. To reach some places within the country a letter
takes 10 days and a telegram 7 days! Many villages don’t
have a post office or a post box.

5. Barrenness Problem

When God called Abraham He promised him, “I will
make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your
name great; and you shall be a blessing... And in you all

the families of the earth shall be blessed” (12:2,3). He
sincerely believed God’s promises and implicitly obeyed His
call. But for several years he went childless ! His wife
suggested he could produce children through the servant
maid. Abraham agreed with her and we know the result
too well (15:2; 16:1,2).

Fruitlessness in the work and therefore resorting to
manipulation to “accomplish” something is simply too
common. All sorts of carnal methods creep in. The Mission
sets a target and there is an anxiety for the worker to
report “great things” to the leaders and supporters. The
worker starts comparing his condition with the rich harvest
of his coworkers elsewhere. All this mounts up pressure.
No doubt the Mission should challenge the workers to
expect great things from God and attempt great things for
Him. But at the same time when there is fruitlessness in
spite of faithful labour, they must be encouraged with
examples from the Gospels and Acts. The ministry of Jesus
was not so fruitful in Nazareth as it was in Capernaum.
Similarly the apostles were not reaping a rich harvest
everywhere. When Jesus sent His disciples He did tell them
there would be cities where people would not receive them.
Abraham’s anxiety produced an Ishmael—”a wild man!”
(16:12). Purely target-oriented workers will baptize even
unconverted men (“wild men”) and report church growth!
Talking to a group of tribespeople the missionary would
ask, “How many of you had your breakfast?” When several
hands go up, the fellow-worker quickly clicks his camera!
And the Mission’s bulletin gets another picture of a
“responsive” people group! When Abraham started to “work”
for God to produce results somehow, God told him to “walk”
before Him blamelessly. One of the greatest English
missionaries to South India was Mr. Walker. Oh, that every
worker be a walker!



134133

6. Society’s Problems

Abraham was deeply grieved over the sin of Sodom and
Gomorrah and the judgment of God pronounced on the
two cities. He pleaded with God. He asked God, “Would
you destroy the place if there were fifty righteous?” He
started his count-down: 45, 40, 30 20, 10! Abraham was
a righteous man. Instead of hating and despising the people
for their wickedness, he interceded for them (18:20-33).

Sometimes missionaries forget why they are where they
are sent. They are sent to save the people, not decry or
despise them. A teacher lost her patience with a child and
sent a note home, “Your daughter knows nothing!” The
mother sent back the child with another note,. “That’s why
I have sent her to school!” We cannot win people without
loving them. God loved the world before He sent His Son.
Several missionaries grow cold in their love and burden for
the people in course of time. But they continue the
missionary career because they cannot now go back. It is
possible to give one’s body to be burnt on the martyr’s
pyre without love ! (1 Cor 13:3). Missionary Paul was ready
to be cursed in the place of his people, Israel (Rom 9:1-3;
10:1). It was not an empty, theoretical challenge of a
professional mission executive! He said the Holy Spirit was
his witness that it was not a lie!

7. Family Problems

The final test came to Abraham when God told this first
missionary to take his son, the only son, whom he loved
most, and sacrifice him on a mountain. By then Abraham
had learnt what it meant to ‘’trust and obey” because he
knew “there’s no other way!” (22:1-3). He suppressed all
his thoughts and proceeded. God surprised him with a
lamb! (22:13,14). He saw God as “Jehovah-Jireh!”

Several mission fields do not have adequate educational
facilities and so the missionaries have to compulsorily send
their children to a distant boarding school. This separation
is excruciating. The parents are deprived of the joy and
excitement of receiving their children at home from school
each evening with all the news and stories of the day. More
than the father the mother gets into psychological problems
due to this. Then Abraham’s wife died in a land where he
was “a foreigner and a sojourner.” He bought a field from
the natives and buried his wife there in a cave. This reminds
me of David Livingstone who dug the pit himself to bury
his wife in the African soil. It was now time for Abraham to
settle marriage for his son Isaac (24:1-4). Missionaries are
often haunted with the thought of huge sums of money to
be spent for their children to conduct a decent marriage.
They can’t have big savings in a missionary career. The
Government and other Institutions have several schemes
for their employees for building houses, etc. Retirement
benefits are attractive. But what do missions offer to
missionaries, after years of faithful and sacrificial service?

Friend, do away with the dry prayer, “Lord, bless the
missionaries.” Be specific. Imagine their problems and do
something definite about it. Put your faith into action.
Don’t be satisfied with a few rupee notes you send monthly
for missions. Discuss with concerned Christians what all
you can do to strengthen the hands of the missionaries.
Devise new schemes. You can never do too much. May the
prosperity of missionaries be our great concern. “Let the
Lord be magnified, who has pleasure in the prosperity of
His servant!” (Psa 35:27).
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16

A Letter to the
Persecuted Missionaries

Dear Fellow-workers,

Greetings with love and sympathies.

Everytime we, who live and work in quiet and peaceful
areas, receive news of persecution in the mission fields and
how you suffer, our hearts bleed for you. We immediately
rush to the Throne of Grace to plead before the Lord of the
Harvest on your behalf for a fresh supply of grace and
strength. We weep with you as fellow-members of the same
Body (Rom 12:15; Job 30:25; Psa 35:13,14; 1 Cor 12:26;
Heb 13:3). Though we are not able to visit you at once, we
assure you we are with you in spirit (1 Cor 5:4). We pray
that you would not be in any way terrified by the enemies of
the gospel (Phil 1:28). It is only natural to lose heart when
hit or threatened. But we would like to remind you of what
Jesus said while sending forth His twelve disciples—

“Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul

and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a copper
coin? And not one of them falls to the ground without
your Father’s will. The very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Do not fear therefore!” (Mt 10:28-31).

What this passage actually means is: We are precious to
God. He knows all about us and is deeply concerned about
every detail of our life. Under normal circumstances He
will protect us as the apple of His eye. But in His sovereign
will He may at times let us suffer in the hands of evil men.
He may even allow us die of persecution. But His presence
will ever be with us. Therefore we need not fear.

It was this conviction that made the three Hebrew young
men stand firm with courage and confidence against the threat
of being burnt alive. They knew that God was able to deliver
them. Even if He would not, they would rather die than deny
their faith (Dan 3:17,18). Many are the heroes of faith who
were “tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might
obtain a better resurrection” (Heb 11:35).

As the Church of Jesus Christ is becoming increasingly
aggressive in evangelism the devil is inordinately angry
because he knows that he has only a short time (Rev
12:12b). Persecution is actually a reaction. No wonder it
mounts up everywhere. In the year 2000 alone, there had
been over 40 major incidents of documented violence against
Christians across India. Take heart! “Do not think... as
though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to
the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings... knowing
that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world” (1 Pet 4:12,13; 5:9). You are
not alone in this battle.

Every stone pelted at you will become a gem studded on
your crown! Jesus who had been “sitting” at the right hand of
the Father was seen by Stephen “standing” (Mk 16:19; Acts
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7:56). This first martyr of the Church was received up in
Heaven with such honours! If the persecution is severe the
outcome will be sublime. They killed a Stephen but God
raised a Saul! The martyrdom of Stephen set the stage for
the conversion of Saul (Acts 7:57,58). The prominent
opponents of the gospel usually become its powerful
exponents (Acts 9:20-22).

Suffering is suffering, but we would like you to know
that in divine perspective it is a privilege. Not everyone who
preaches the gospel is stoned or martyred. When Peter and
the other apostles were beaten for their relentless witnessing,
they actually rejoiced that they had been counted worthy
to suffer shame for the Name of Jesus (Acts 5:40,41). In
another instance when Paul and Barnabas were literally
expelled from one region, they and their company were
overwhelmed with joy (Acts 13:50-52).

Do you know how you bless the other members of the
Body of Christ when you go through persecution? News of
persecution stirs them up to step up praying. But there’s
something more. They become bolder and more enthusiastic
in evangelism. See the response of the Philippian believers to
Paul’s imprisonment. He observed, “The things which
happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance
of the gospel... Most of the brothers having become confident
by my chains, are much more bold to speak the Word without
fear!” (Phil 1:12-14). Persecution is also a proven method
frequently employed by God to scatter His people from their
comfort zones into unreached places (Acts 8:1,4).

We understand how your parents and other members
of the family feel when you suffer. It is not easy for them
to stay peaceful. Even when Jesus was a baby in the hands
of His mother Mary, Simeon told her, “A sword will pierce
through your own soul” (Lk 2:35). Mary was known for
keeping things in her heart and pondering over them (Lk

2:51). Imagine how she would have lived for over thirty
years with such a mental torture! How much she would
have convulsed when she saw her son dying in agony!
Jesus sympathised with her and comforted her through
the gift of another son in the person of John (Jn 19:25-
27). Believe that the same Jesus would comfort your family
folks because He perfectly understands human feelings
and pain (Heb 4:15,16). He will send someone to fill up
the vacuum created by your absence.

The Kingdom of God advances by “tears, sweat and
blood” — prayer, labour and suffering (Rev 6:9-11). The
blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church. When one
grain falls into the ground, a plant grows to yield so many
grains (Jn 12:24,25). The martyrdom of Graham Staines
and his two sons (1999) filled India with the aroma of
Christ. This country of so many religions and philosophies
understood the true meaning of forgiveness practically for
the first time when Mrs. Gladys Staines openly declared, “I
forgive the killers of my husband and sons!”

By being persecuted you are actually filling up in your
body what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ (Col 1:24).
The marks of the Lord Jesus are now in your body (Gal
6:17). The Spirit of glory rests on you. On the part of the
persecutors Christ is blasphemed, but on your part He is
glorified (1 Pet 4:14). His grace will be sufficient for every
trial and suffering. He will not let you suffer beyond His
supply of strength to withstand. He sets the boundary for
the raging waves of the sea (Job 38:10,11).

God has given you a spirit of power and not of fear. Stir
yourself up every morning! Don’t be ashamed! (2 Tim 1:6-
8). Due to pain and imprisonment Prophet Jeremiah decided
not to prophesy any longer. There was fear every side. But
God’s Word in his heart was like a burning fire shut up in
his bones. He could not hold it back! He confessed, “But the
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Lord is with me as a mighty, awesome one. Therefore my
persecutors will stumble, and will not prevail. They will be
greatly ashamed, for they will not prosper. Their everlasting
confusion will never be forgotten” (Jer 20:1,2,9-11).

Don’t get angry with the opposers. Pray for them (Mt
5:44c). It is for God to repay those who trouble you (2
Thess 1:6-8). Here’s Christ’s promise to you: “Do not fear
any of those things which you are about to suffer...Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life”
(Rev 2:10).

With you in this battle,

Your brothers and sisters.

17

The Wind in the Field

THE field is the world. The wind is the Holy Spirit. The
world has not yet been saturated with the gospel.

Worldwide evangelisation is a mountainous task. It cannot
be accomplished by muscle power or monetary strength.
As God told Zerubbabel, “It’s neither by might not by power,
but by My Spirit” (Zech 4:6,7). Let’s study in this article
how the Holy Spirit helps us in missionary work if only we
depend on Him.

1. He burdens us to PRAY.

The Holy Spirit descends on God’s people as the “Spirit
of Supplication” when they seek Him for direction in
missionary outreach (Zech 12:10). We won’t have all the
information about places and people we would visit with
the Gospel. Our prayers will be limited by the available
informations. But when we respond to the inspirations of
the Holy Spirit, we move into a realm that’s beyond human
imaginations (Rom 8:26,27). There’s hardly a vigorous
missionary movement that was not birthed in prayer.
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In the early sixties one Sunday afternoon the Holy Spirit
moved upon our college prayer group mightily as the Spirit
of Intercession. He burdened us to pray for the African
tribes. We didn’t understand why. We were all students
and any of us had hardly travelled beyond 300 kilometers
from the Southernmost towns of India. But we kept
thinking about these tribespeople. We had the shock of
our life when one of the BYM outreach teams in late
seventies spotted hundreds of tribal men and women with
negroid features in the jungles of the State of Karnataka
in India. They are said to have escaped slave traders and
been living as a “hidden” people group. We have a growing
Church in this community now.

When our missionary praying is dependent on the Holy
Spirit, we are able to see the condition of the lost from
God’s viewpoint and love people as Jesus loves them. The
Holy Spirit effusively pours out in our hearts God’s love
that was manifested in Calvary for the ungodly (Rom 5:5,6).
This was the testimony of Paul: “I tell the truth in Christ, I
am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in
the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual
grief in my heart” (Rom 9:1-3). This was for the salvation
of Israel (10:1,2). Also for him to preach the gospel boldly
he pleaded with God’s people to pray “in the Spirit” (Eph
6:18-20).

2. He empowers us to WITNESS.

The last recorded saying of Christ before His return to
Heaven explains the supreme reason for the coming of the
Holy Spirit. Acts 1:8, “You shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come on you; and you shall be witnesses
to Me.” Eventhough the urgency to get the message of the
Gospel to people had always been there, Jesus would not
let His disciples go on with the job until they had been
endued with power from Above (Lk 24:47-49). Jesus

Himself though He was the very Son of God did not preach
or minister to people in His own power. Peter who had
closely watched Jesus for over three years observed, “God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, who went about  doing good” (Acts 10:38).  Oratory
skills or clever salesmanship will accomplish nothing
without the Spirit’s power (1 Cor 2:4).

Not one time encounter but an experience of continuous
infilling of the Holy Spirit is a basic must for bold and
effective witnessing. Those who were baptized with the Holy
Spirit in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost were
filled again and “they spoke the word of God with boldness”
(Acts 4:31). There must be frequent stirrings within so we
will not be intimidated by fear of any sort (2 Tim 1:6,7).

Peter before Pentecost was a notable coward. But the
Holy Spirit emancipated him from the fear of men and
empowered him to challenge thousands. He understood
what difference it made when the gospel was preached “by
the Holy Spirit sent from Heaven” instead of by mere
human enthusiasm (1 Pet 1:12; Mt 26:34; Mk 14:31). His
utter dependence on the Holy Spirit is seen in his
unassailable defence before the council: “We ought to obey
God rather than men... We are His witnesses, and so also
is the Holy Spirit” (Acts 5:29,32).

Satan will not peaceably surrender his captives.
Missionary work is a spiritual warfare. As the beautiful
feet march with the shoes of the gospel towards the enemy’s
territory, all the fury of the principalities, powers, rulers
of darkness and spiritual hosts of wickedness will be turned
against them (Eph 6:12,15). Satan will have his agents
like Elymas to hypnotically influence the hearers of the
gospel through sorcery, false prophecy and the like. Only
when the witnesses are “filled with the Holy Spirit” can
they confront the formidable enemy and set the captives
free (Acts 13:6-10; Isa 61:1).
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The Bible encourages us to “desire spiritual gifts” (1
Cor 14:1). The first list of gifts in the New Testament is
given in the context of evangelism (Mk 16:15-18). Of the
gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:7-10), the word of wisdom
(Acts 15:13-21), the word of knowledge (Acts 8:23), faith
(Acts 28:3-6), gifts of healings (Acts 9:33-35), working of
miracles (Acts 14:3) and discerning of spirits (Acts 16:16-
18) are the most essential to missionary evangelism. God
is more than willing to bestow these gifts on us when we
ask Him (Mt 7:11). Will the Lord of Armies be slack in
equipping His soldiers before sending them to the
battlefront?

3. He directs us to GO.

As per the Great Commission we are to go everywhere
preaching the Gospel to everyone. But the condition of
one field differs from the other. Some fields are yet to be
ploughed. Some other fields are ready for sowing. And
there are fields already ripe for harvest. So also the gifts
and calling of God vary from missionary to missionary.
Some workers are efficient in ploughing, whereas others
excel in sowing or reaping (Jn 4:37,38; 1 Cor 3:5-7). The
Holy Spirit as the Chief Executive of missionary work
decides WHO, WHERE and WHEN. In His sovereignity He
can change the course and the candidates. Blessed are the
flexible; for they shall not be broken!

The Book of Acts is the textbook on missions. It teaches
us through examples how we can be successful in
missionary outreach if we follow the voice of the Holy Spirit.
The following three incidents are illustrative.

c Evangelist Philip was conducting a glorious healing
compaign in Samaria (Acts 8:5-7). This was the talk of the
town (v 8). Huge crowds were thronging to hear him and
see the miracles. People were baptized in water and getting

filled with the Holy Spirit (vv 16,17). In the midst of such
a hectic programme and an arduous ministry to thousands,
the Holy Spirit directed Philip to go to the desert of Gaza
to minister to just one individual! (vv 26,29). This may not
appeal to human logic, but the Heavenly Wind blows where
it wishes! Those born of the Spirit must yield themselves
to be also borne by the Spirit! (Jn 3:8).

 Simon Peter was vacationing with Simon the tanner
enjoying the sea breeze and spending time in prayer (Acts
9:43; 10:5,6,9). He would have least expected a missionary
call from the gentile world at that hour. He was a biased
Jew. But “the Spirit said to him, Behold, three men are
seeking you. Arise and go, doubting nothing; for I have
sent them” (Acts 10:19,20; 11:12a). Basically Peter was
called to be an apostle to the Jews (Gal 2:7,8). He had no
personal liking for the non-Jews either. But because Christ
in the first instance had given the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven to Peter, the Holy Spirit urged Peter to inaugurate
the gentile ministry (Mt 16:16-19). Sensitivity to the
promptings of the Spirit is indispensable to fulfill God’s
missionary programme.

 Paul and Barnabas were two among the five prophets
and teachers in the Church at Antioch. The disciples of
this Church were the ones to be first called Christians
(Acts 11:26; 13:1). Though Paul and Barnabas would have
been such a blessing to this local Church, the Holy Spirit
spoke to the other leaders to release them for the translocal
missionary work (Acts 13:2). The Holy Spirit was so actively
operating in this enterprise that it is recorded that these
two men were “sent out by the Holy Spirit” eventhough it
was apparently the other leaders who sent them forth
(compare v 3 and v 4). Which Church does release its best
ministers for missionary work? Is the Holy Spirit not
speaking to us these days or are we not obeying His voice?
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The Holy Spirit not only sends us to the fields but also
guides us in the work. His guidance can be either through
open doors or closed ones (Acts 16:6-9). He also creates
irresistible desires in the hearts of missionaries about
specific places or peoples. An example: “Paul purposed in
the Spirit... I must also see Rome” (Acts 19:21). Though
the message is the same to all peoples, the methods will
have to be changed to suit the cultures (1 Cor 9:20-22).
The Holy Spirit as “the Spirit of wisdom and understanding”
leads us to behave prudently according to the situation
(Isa 11:2).

4. He inspires us to GIVE.

Money is not primary in missionary work but it is
necessary. Pioneer missionary work is more expensive than
the maintenance of established Churches. Though tithing
is a healthy practice, if Christians won’t give more than
one tenth of their income, world evangelisation will continue
to be far from realisation.

The Spirit of Pentecost released a spirit of liberality in
those who received Him. According to the Biblical record,
there was no direct orders or indirect hint from the apostles to
get the disciples sell their belongings and pool the money for
common enjoyment, especially to bless the have-nots. The
spontaneity of the act is the miracle of miracles! (Acts
2:44,45; 4:34,35).

Fresh outpourings of the Holy Spirit are reported
worldwide. People speak in tongues, shout, jump, dance,
fall, roll and so on and so forth. But do we hear of anyone
sharing his wealth liberally with the poor and the needy as
a direct result of being baptized with the Holy Spirit? Which
will be a more practical and convincing evidence of Spirit
baptism— Acts 2:4 or 2:44? Missions Researcher David
Barrett reports that of the top twenty American Churches
in giving, not one is charismatic. Where have we gone
wrong?

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of glory (1 Pet 4:14). When
He possesses us He grants us glimpses of eternal glory. As
a result our grip on earthly gold and possessions is
loosened. When Abraham was satisfied with the bread and
wine received from Melchizedek, King of Salem, he despised
the material wealth offered by the King of Sodom (Gen
14:18-24). This dimension of the ministry of the Holy Spirit
must be restored in our life and teaching. That alone would
usher in the long-awaited revival of giving.

5. He helps us to REAP .

Reaping the harvest is the most exciting part of
missionary evangelism. The endtime ingathering of souls
is accelerated by the last days ourpouring of the Spirit.
Quoting Joel’s prophecy Peter in his Pentecostal sermon
said, “It shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that
I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh... And it shall come to
pass that whoever calls on the Name of the Lord shall be
saved” (Acts 2:16,17,21). The Holy Spirit mobilizes the
entire Church—not just its fulltime ministers—“sons...
daughters... young men... old men... menservants...
maidservants”— for gathering the grains (vv 17,18).
Aggressive evangelism is a natural outflow of the Holy
Spirit revival. When God pours out showers of blessing on
His people dwelling on His hill, they invariably become a
blessing to those all around (Ezek 34:26).

Not only the Church as a community but also each
Christian becomes a mighty soulwinner through the
fullness of the Spirit. It is told of Barnabas that “he was a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit... and a great many
people were added to the Lord” (Acts 11:24).

In our mission fields we have frequently witnessed outpourings
of the Spirit on the hearers of the gospel even before they
were formally initiated into Christian life by a mouth
confession or water baptism. In such instances the Church
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growth has been phenomenal. The case of Cornelius is
illustrative of this sovereign act (Acts 10:44-48). After all it
is the Holy Spirit who baptizes (inducts) people of any
culture and status—Jews or Greeks and slaves or free—
into the one Body of Christ! (1 Cor 12:13).

At the same time we cannot conclude that the Holy
Spirit is not at work if the harvest is poor or delayed. Not
all soils are alike. We must be faithful in sowing and
watering but leave fruitbearing into the hands of God. The
Bible emphatically states, “Neither he who plants is
anything, not he who waters, but God who gives the
increase” (1 Cor 3:7). Having done all, we must wait on
the Lord till He rains on our fields (Hos 10:12). He will
not disappoint us. He will cause the former rain and the
latter rain to come down for us (Joel 2:23). Stay positive
and expectant (v 21). Our labour will not go in vain (1 Cor
15:58). “In due season we shall reap if we do not lose
heart” (Gal 6:9b).

6. He causes congregations to GROW.

Just like Abraham sent Eliezer to find a bride for his
son Isaac, the Father God has sent the Holy Spirit to get
the bride ready for His Son. The Holy Spirit is now
preparing the Church to be married to the Lamb of God.
Until Christ returns the Holy Spirit works zealously for
the Church for her health and growth. About the early
Church congregations we read that they walked in the
“comfort of the Holy Spirit” and were multiplied (Acts 9:31).

It is the Holy Spirit who ordains overseers to shepherd
the Church of God (Acts 20:28). He equips them with His
gifts of wisdom, knowledge and discernment and
guides them in leadership. As the Spirit of Truth He
leads the Church into all truth (Jn 16:13). He reminds the
Bride of the words of the Bridegroom so her walk may be

pleasing to Him (Jn 14:26). When doctrinal disputes come
up, the Holy Spirit sheds new light on the Scripture for
better understanding. See how wonderfully He helped the
leaders in Jerusalem council to sort out the circumcision
issue! Their conclusion was what “seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to them” (Acts 15:28).

The Church grows healthily when “every organ” and
“every joint” function effectively (Eph 4:16). A Church
with a silent majority is not a New Testament Church.
When the Holy Spirit has His sway He energises and
enthuses every member to function to his fullest God-given
potential. There’s no “non-spiritual” work in the Church.
Whether it is artwork or administration, the Holy Spirit is
the Enabler (Ex 31:1-5; Acts 6:3).

7. He strengthens us to SUFFER.

Missionary work without suffering is unheard of. The
Lord Jesus introduced the Holy Spirit as “another
Comforter.” As a Comforter, even before the missionaries
face persecution, He strengthens their hearts for what lies
ahead. Missionary Paul declared, “The Holy Spirit testifies
in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await
me” (Acts 20:23).

In His commissioning address to the twelve disciples,
Jesus encouraged them saying, “You will be brought before
governors and Kings for My sake... But when they deliver
you up, do not worry about how or what you should
speak... for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your
Father who speaks in you” (Mt 10:18-20). We see this
magnificently fulfilled in the case of Stephen. He was not
primarily a preacher or a teacher of the Scriptures but
only a deacon appointed to look after business matters in
the Church (Acts 6:2-5). But his opposers “were not able
to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke” (v
10). He died a martyr’s death “being full of the Holy Spirit”
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(Acts 7:55). It is frequently observed in pioneer mission
fields that the answers given by uneducated but Spirit-
filled workers in defence of the gospel would baffle the
best of theological minds!

Suffering is suffering. Pain is pain. But the Holy Spirit
fills the persecuted with inexplainable joy (Acts 13:50-52).
This is something which neither the persecuted not the
persecutors can understand. The stories of martyrs right
through the Church history attest this fact. Of the seven
Churches of Revelation 2 & 3, the only two Churches which
were not rebuked were missionary minded. The Smyrna
Christians were promised “crown of life” and the
Philadelphians the position of a “pillar in the temple.” What
more do we need?

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the Churches about the unchurched!

18

God of the Poor

Why did he go to hell? Did he live with another man’s
wife? Did he murder anyone? The rich man was

wondering why. Here’s Abraham’s answer: “Son, remember
that in your lifetime you received your good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and
you are tormented” (Lk:16:25). The sin of the rich man
was one of omission. He was “clothed in purple and fine
linen” but he did nothing to alleviate the pain of Lazarus
who was “full of sores.” He “lived in luxury“ but failed to
provide even a simple food and shelter to the one “lying at
his gate” and fighting with dogs for the “crumbs from the
rich man’s table” (vv 19-21).

Why did the King drive out those on the left hand into
everlasting fire? A place “prepared for the devil and his
angels!” They failed to feed the hungry, quench the thirsty,
accommodate the stranger, clothe the naked and visit the
sick and the imprisoned. This was the King’s reply to those
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who stood stunned. Their sins of omission caused this
everlasting punishment (Mt 25:41-46).

I wonder why the Church speaks so little about this
doctrine which decides our eternal destiny. There are so
many sermons and numerous articles on tithing and giving
to the Church. But why oh why have we slighted the
apostolic teaching to “remember the poor?” (Gal 2:10).

An important doctrine

The importance of this doctrine of our duty to the poor
cannot be overstressed. The Scriptures abound with
references to this teaching.

That rugged preacher in the wilderness cried, “Repent!”
He demanded acts of repentance before he could dip people.
“The people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? He
answered, He who has two shirts, let him give to him who
has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise” (Lk
3:10,11).

When the “Word” came, the ministry of the “Voice” was
over. Now John is in prison and Jesus takes over the pulpit.
Inside the dungeon John was wondering whether Jesus
was the Coming One or had they to look for another. He
sent two of his disciples to verify. Jesus said, “Go and tell
John the things which you hear and see...the poor have
the gospel preached to them” (Mt 11:5). Ministry to the
poor was an attesting sign of His messianic ministry.

The apostle of “faith and works” has given the best
definition for a pure religion: “Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted
from the world” (Js 1:27). We talk about “pure” gospel.
How about some “pure” religion?

This apostle challenges, “What does it profit, my brothers,
if someone says he has faith but does not have works?
Can faith save him?” Look at the example he immediately
employs to explain his point. “If a brother or sister is naked
and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them,
Depart in peace, be warmed and filled, but you do not give
them the things which are needed for the body, what does
it profit?” (2:14-16). Greeting without giving is faith without
works!

God of the poor

Again and again in the Scriptures God is known as
“God of the poor.” David called Him “the Helper of the
fatherless” (Psa 10:14). “A Father of the fatherless, a
Defender of widows, is God in His holy habitation” (68:5).
This character of God was one of David’s main subjects for
worship: “All my bones shall say, Lord, who is like You,
delivering the poor from him who is too strong for him.
Yes, the poor and the needy from him who plunders him?”
(35:10). God’s concern for the poor got into the very marrow
of David’s bones!

Do we go out of the way to defend the cause of the
poor? Aren’t we aware of the attrocities of the rich and the
affluent on the poor? The Government of India is setting
up special courts for the justice of the poor. But these are
days when even the judiciary can be politicized. What is
the Church doing? Why did the Father put His Spirit upon
His delightsome Son? “To bring forth justice for truth!”
The poor in the society are the “bruised reed” and the
“smoking flax”. “He will not fail nor be discouraged till He
has established justice in the earth” (Isa 42:14). Do we,
His representatives, reflect His character?

God’s chosen fast

Praise God for the renewed interest in fasting. Foregoing
a meal or two will not impress God. There is nothing
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spiritual in it alone because many ungodly people do it for
health reasons. Fasting can also degrade to a religious
exercise to impress people with one’s piety. Jesus calls it
hypocrisy (Mt 6:16). But God loves a fast which is totally
devoted to Him to be expressed in practical love and concern
for others, especially the needy. Hear the prophet Isaiah
explaining God’s chosen fast. ”Is this not the fast that I
have chosen: To loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo
the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that
you break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with
the hungry, and that you bring to your house the poor
who are cast out; when you see the naked that you cover
him, and not hide yourself from your own flesh?” (58:6,7).
Beware of a religion that gets so legalised that it leaves out
“the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and
faith!”

If we don’t love a neighbour whom we have seen we
cannot love God whom we haven’t seen. A person indifferent
to the needs of the poor cannot enjoy God’s smile. “He who
mocks the poor reproaches his Maker” (Prov 17:5).

Fringe benefits

What God taught His people in the law so beautifully
illustrates His practical concern for the poor. Take for
example Leviticus 19:9,10. “When you reap the harvest of
your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your
field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest.
And you shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather
every grape of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the
poor and the stranger: I am the Lord your God”

We planted five coconuts in front of our house. We were
so excited when they began to yield. Periodically we had to
clean up the trees by removing the old leaves and fibres.
Then came the temptation to dry these sticks and fibres
and have an oven at the backyard just to use these as

firewood! The Lord convicted us through Leviticus 19:9,10!
Why not give away these leaves to the neighbouring slum-
dwellers who will use them to repair their leaky thatched
roof? Why were we so miserly that we would not give away
even these fringe benefits? The Lord thoroughly dealt with
us and we then designated not only the leaves and fibres
but also all the fruits for the poor only. When we want
coconuts for our own use, we would pay for it and the
money would go to the poor. Oh the joy of giving to the
poor!

Once in a train a couple of well-dressed officials came
rushing near our seats and requested us lift up our feet. I
asked why. “We have dropped a fifty paise coin,” one of
them said. I said, “Goodness!” I teach Christians never to
stoop down to pick up a dropped coin from a bus or a
train or a street. Leave it to the poor. When the train reaches
the destination and passengers clear up, I have again and
again noticed beggars and poor boys in rags rushing into
the compartments searching for any leftover. God said,
“Don’t gather every grape but leave them for the poor!“
There are poor people in this country sitting near manholes
and straining the sewage in the gutter to possibly find a
coin! Dear Christian, think! After all how many times in a
year will you drop a coin? Add it all and it will be a pittance
for you. Give up your small mind.

Beggars or blessers?

Job was a man of practical righteousness. Listen to his
testimony: “I delivered the poor... I caused the widow’s
heart to sing... I was eyes to the blind... I was feet to the
lame... I was father to the poor... I searched out the case I
did not know... I broke the fangs of the wicked and plucked
the victim from his teeth” (Job 29:11-17). See how this
ancient saint personally involved himself in the affairs of
the poor. Why should we always depend on the American
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dollar and the German mark to feed our orphans? Are
there not families in our churches who can adopt or sponsor
an orphan each? There are many Indian Churches which
can sponsor and completely support an orphanage each.
But we are not teaching and training the believers in this
direction. Our hands are always stretched towards the West.

Thank God for all the assistance given to the Indian
Church by the relief agencies of the West. But no Christian
or preacher has a right to receive and handle these funds
until he has personally given away and done all he can to
relieve the poor and the suffering. George Muller, a pioneer
in orphanages, considered it a hypocrisy to pray for funds
when he had not given away all he could. Western gifts
can supplement our giving, not substitute it. A beggar is
one who always receives and never gives. Here’s a call for
beggars to become blessers.

The smile of the poor

Let’s read Job further: “If I have kept the poor from
their desire, or caused the eyes of the widow to fail, or
eaten my bread by myself... if I have seen anyone perish
for lack of clothing, or any poor man without covering, if
his heart has not blessed me, and if he was not warmed
with the fleece of my sheep... then let my arm fall from my
shoulder, let my arm be torn from the socket” (Job 31:16-
22). How many of us can honestly repeat it for ourselves?
I think the Church will be full of paralytics if the members
dare to make such a confession! Job’s philosophy was,
“What’s the use of a hand that doesn’t give?”

Everytime they go on a journey my parents-in-law carry
with them some new clothes to be given away to those on
the highways lying almost naked or in rags. I have watched
the immediate “shock and smile” on the faces of these
unfortunate ones. It has thrilled me and sometimes chilled
me. I have learnt several lessons from them to care for the
poor.

Why don’t we give away atleast our old clothes to the
poor? John the Baptist said, if you have TWO, give away
one. Let me dilute this doctrine, otherwise we cannot
stomach it. If you have TEN, give away one! We are great
believers in tithing! If all the Christians who have ten
dresses, give away atleast one to the poor today, that will
be a great revolution of love. That will put a smile on the
faces of thousands and thousands of poor people. One of
the late Chief Ministers of Tamilnadu, Mr. C. N. Annadurai,
used to say, You can see God in the smile of the poor! As a
regular practice we can give away one of our used dresses
everytime we get a new one.

Whatever we desire to do to the poor we should do it
immediately. Solomon said, “Do not withhold good from
those to whom it is due, when it is in the power of your
hand to do so. Do not say to your neighbour, ‘Go and
come back, and tomorrow I will give it,’ when you have it
with you” (Prov 3:27,28). The quickest generosity is the
best. He gives twice who gives quickly, said someone. Ralph
Emerson was right when he said, You cannot do a kindness
too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late!

Like Father like sons!

The question arises, To whom should I give? It’s true we
are to be specially concerned about those in the household
of faith (Gal 6:10). But our charity should go beyond the
boundaries of caste or creed. We must help anyone in
need, Christian or non-Christian. Does not our Father make
His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and send rain on
the just and on the unjust? (Mt 5:45). Can we His sons
and daughters be otherwise?

Fifty percent of Indians are below the poverty line. If
you have two meals a day, you are rich in this country. No
Christian can ever say he doesn’t have enough to give.
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How much is enough? A German proverb says, Charity
gives itself rich; covetousness hoards itself poor.
C. H. Spurgeon observed, Many a man becomes empty-
handed because he does not know the art of distribution!
He added, Feel for others—in your pocket!

Another tithe?

How much to give? The Bible does not lay down a rule
but it says, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). Every
appeal for a convention or a Church building project quotes
this verse. But did you ever notice that the context of this
verse is ministering to the poor? (vv 1,9,12). Jesus said
that the first commandment is to love God and the second
one equal to it is to love men. If we believe in tithing to
God’s work, why not another tenth for the poor? Why are
we partial to the second commandment? Did not Jesus
say the second is “like” the first? (Mt 22:39). To explain
this, the Lord spoke about the good Samaritan. And we
have spiritualized that too—to our doom! We have too many
priests and Levites busy collecting tithes and offerings.
Will you become a good Samaritan? (Lk 10:29-37).

Praise God for Mother Therasa. But my heart aches, Is
there no Protestant? How about a Help-the-Poor festival in
our churches? Inviting the beggars and the lame and the
blind from the highways and byways and lanes and hedges?
Feeding them and clothing them? Kindness is what the
deaf can hear and the blind can see!

We sometimes get irritated with the poor when they ask
alms more than once. Don’t we keep on asking God? Doesn’t
He keep on giving us? After three or four full meals we
pray in the evening, “Give us this day our daily bread!”
Where to store? We are not satisfied even when we have so
much. How do we expect the poor, the have-nots, not to
ask often? Injustice!

Objections

Folks raise several objections to this teaching. They will
say this is a social gospel. A gospel which ignores the poor
is neither social nor spiritual. It need not be soap, soup
and salvation. If you want you can change the order. Make
it salvation, soap and soup! “These you ought to have
done, without leaving the others undone!” Be balanced.

Still others will say this doctrine doesn’t add anything to
one’s spirituality. There was a young man questing for
eternal life. When Jesus told him several commandments
he said he had kept them all from his youth. He asked,
“What do I still lack?” Jesus answered, “If you want to be
perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come and follow Me”
(Mt 19:16-21). Giving to the poor is an integral part of the
doctrine of perfection! As a first step ransack your house
and wardrobes. There will be so many idling things. Bring
them out to give to the poor.

There are some who would say, People are poor because
they don’t fear God. This is an oversimplified statement
without any scriptural basis. “Has God not chosen the
poor of this world to be rich in faith?” (Js 2:5). Mary was
“blessed of the Lord among women.” But she was too poor
to offer a lamb and so she brought only a pair of doves as
a sacrifice (Lk 2:23,24; Lev 12:8). A widow had great faith
to give ten tenths to God but she was poor. All she had
was just two coins (Mk 12:41-44). The Jerusalem saints
sold all their possessions and laid the money at the apostles’
feet. This they did voluntarily and spontaneously when the
Spirit came on them. But they too once became poor and
had to be helped by other churches (Acts 4:34,35; Rom
15:25,26). Poverty is not always a sign of God’s displeasure.
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Blessings

The blessings on those who give to the poor are manifold.
There is material blessing. “He who has pity on the poor
lends to the Lord, and He will pay back what he has given”
(Prov 19:17). Then there’s physical blessing. When you
share your bread with the hungry and clothe the naked,
“your healing shall spring forth speedily” (Isa 58:8). “Blessed
is he who considers the poor...The Lord will strengthen
him on his bed of illness; He will sustain him on his sickbed”
(Psa 41:1-3). Also there’s spiritual blessing. “He has given
to the poor; His righteousness remains forever... Now may
He...increase the fruits of your righteousness” (2 Cor
9:9,10). The angel told Cornelius, “Your prayers and your
alms have come up for a memorial before God”. This was
he who received the Spirit before the preacher finished his
sermon or he was baptized! (Acts 10:4,44,47).

As we associate ourselves more and more with the poor,
we become poor in spirit ourselves. We get rid of arrogance
and haughtiness common to the rich. Someone said, The
best exercise for the heart is bending and helping!

Finally, there’s eternal blessing. When we are rich in
good works, ready to give and willing to share, we store up
for ourselves “a good foundation for the time to come” (1
Tim 6:18,19).

Which Community?

The Indian Government categorizes people on the basis
of what they “have.” But I believe God does it on the basis
of what we “give.” If you give more than what you can, you
belong to Forward Community. If you give just what you
can, you belong to Backward Community. If you give less
than what you can, you are from the Most Backward
Community.

Which community do you belong to?

19

How to Bless the Poor

ONE of the Bible texts invariably used out of context
is, “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). This verse

is usually quoted for raising funds for church buildings,
revival programmes, gospel crusades and conventions, but
rarely for mobilising funds for the relief of the poor. But
the context of this text, namely the 8th and the 9th chapters
of Paul’s second Epistle to the Corinthian Church, deals
exclusively with charity. This may come as a surprise to
many. Read these two chapters and see for yourself if this
is so.

While there is nothing wrong in using the substance of
these two chapters to teach general Christian giving, it
would be a blunder to forget that these lessons are primarily
and  specifically applicable to the responsibility of
Christians in helping the poor, especially those in the
Church. As a preacher I am guilty of this error because I
have used these two chapters to promote more of general
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giving rather than the relief of the poor. God has opened
my eyes now to behold the wondrous truths He has revealed
in this portion of His Word to reflect His concern for the
poor. I write here what I have learnt from this fresh study.

2 CORINTHIANS 8

v 1, “And now, brothers, we want you to know about
the grace that God has given the Macedonian
churches.”

Apostle Paul challenges the Corinthian Christians with
the example of those in Macedonia. Besides reading the
biographies of missionary evangelists and great saints, we
must also study the life and work of men and women who
gave themselves exclusively to the upliftment of the poor.
The inspiration we get from them will lead us to practical
expressions of charity.

v 2, “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing
joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich
generosity.”

It is wrong to think that only the rich can help the poor.
In fact no one is too poor to give. There are always people
who have less than what we have. In a land like India
where 40% of the people is below the poverty line, if one
has just enough of “food and clothing,” he is rich (1 Tim
6:8). John the Baptist commanded even those who had
just two dresses to give away one to the one who had none
(Lk 3:11). So many of the “brothers and sisters” of Jesus
are foodless, clotheless and shelterless (Mt 25:35-40). We
must not compare ourselves with the affluent of the society.
Rather we should look at the poorest of the poor and then
we will realise how blessed we are. What one gives out of
“extreme poverty” is “rich generosity” before God and He
fills the giver with “overflowing joy.” Someone testified, “I

was murmuring that I could not get a new pair of shoes
until I saw a man without legs!”

v 3, “For I testify that they gave as much as they
were able, and even beyond their ability.”

We can never say we have given too much to the poor.
Systematic giving should lead us to sacrificial giving. We
are to give and give until it hurts us. Foregoing a few of
our legitimate pleasures in order to help a poor man out
of an acute crisis in his life will ascend as a sweet-smelling
aroma before the God of the poor. What the famine-stricken
prophet Elijah demanded from the widow of Zarephath
was sacrificial giving. All she had was a handful of flour
and a little oil to prepare the last meal for her and her son
before they would die! (1 Ki 17:7-12).

v 4, “Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded
with us for the privilege of sharing in this service
to the saints.”

The Macedonian Christians considered giving to the poor
as a privilege rather than a burden. This is the kind of
revival we need in our churches. Charity is our duty, but
it must become our delight. Then no one needs to pressurise
us. Giving must be spontaneous especially when it is for
the needs of the poor. There is no record that the apostles
ever ordered the disciples to sell their properties to distribute
to the poor. It was one hundred percent a voluntary act
(Acts 2:45). The Heavenly Spirit released the disciples from
their earthly attachments. When Jesus entered Zacchaeus’
house, he voluntarily said, “Look, Lord! Here and now I
give half of my possessions to the poor!” (Lk 19:8). Tongues
may be  “a sign” of the Spirit baptism, but charity is “the
proof.” It is only when people force the leaders to receive,
instead of the leaders pressurising the people to give, we
can say that the Heaven-sent revival has come!
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v 5, “And they did not do as we expected, but they
gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in
keeping with God’s will.”

Christianity is charity, but charity is not necessarily
Christianity. We are not saved “by” works, but “for” works
(Eph 2:9,10). Charity or any other good work cannot earn
us salvation. Many people deceive themselves thinking that
as long as they harm no one and help the needy, they
need not worry about their eternity. This philosophy is
going to land millions in hell. Salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ is the foundation for all service. I cannot love
my neighbour as myself unless I love God with all my
heart and soul. It is the “first” commandment that leads to
the “second” (Mt 22:37-40). Devotion to God must precede
dedication to humanitarian service. Worshipless work is
unacceptable before God.

vv 6,16,17, “So we urged Titus, since he had earlier
made a beginning, to bring also to completion this
act of grace on your part... I thank God, who put
into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for
you. For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but
he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on
his own initiative.”

Thank God for the numerous relief agencies working all
over the world for the upliftment of the poor and the
ministry to the suffering. But not everyone employed in
these organisations is really burdened for the poor. Many
join these agencies as an employment opportunity. I do
not criticize this but I would urge the leaders of such
organisations to look for men and women with the “heart
of Titus” for their staff. They must also teach their
employees the theology of charity from the Scriptures and
get them frequently refreshed in this knowledge through
retreats and special programmes so everyone would work

with a God-given vision and passion and maintain a high
level of enthusiasm and initiative.

v 7, “But just as you excel in everything— in faith,
in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness
and in your love for us—see that you also excel in
this grace of giving.”

The church at Corinth was charismatic. I mean, it had
all the gifts of grace (charisma) in operation. The believers
over there did not lack any spiritual gift (1 Cor 1:5-7).
Apostle Paul calls “giving to the poor” as “an act of grace”
or “a charismatic act” (see 2 Cor 8:1, 6,7; 9:14). The
Corinthian Christians “excelled” in the gifts of faith,
tongues, prophecy, knowledge, etc. The apostle was
burdened to see them grow also in their ministry to the
poor. The last two or three decades have seen numerous
Faith Seminars and Power Seminars in Christendom. But
why oh why have we not conducted Charity Seminars? Of
the 52  Sunday sermons each year, how many are on
charity ? Among the thousands of issues of Christian
periodicals and magazines, how many are allotted to the
theme of charity?

v 8, “I am not commanding you, but I want to test
the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the
earnestness of others.”

The purpose of Paul in quoting the liberality of the
Macedonian Christians was not to make the Corinthian
believers feel guilty or to bring them under any pressure.
It was just to stimulate and motivate them further. Each
congregation has its strengths and weaknesses. One church
is strong in evangelism and the other in worship; one is
strong in Bible teaching and the other in power gifts; and
so on. We are to learn from each other. Some churches are
strong in social action. They may not be energetic in witness
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or enthusiastic in worship. Instead of criticizing and writing
them off as liberals, we must appreciate their social concern
and add that dimension in our church life.

v 9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes
He became poor, so that you through His poverty
might become rich.”

Our Lord was never materially rich. “He became poor”
means He emptied Himself of His eternal and heavenly
glory (Phil 2:5-8). Jesus came down from Heaven to identify
Himself with us the wretched sinners and to lift us up to
heavenly places to inherit all spiritual blessings with Him.
We are to emulate this very example of our Master if we
should uplift the underprivileged and the downtrodden in
our society. Incarnation and identification are indispensable
in reaching out to the unloved and the unlovables. Charity
is not just “spending” but being “spent” for the poor. The
cricketer-turned-missionary C. T. Studd gave away all his
wealth to Christian organisations, especially to charity
ministries like George Muller’s orphanages, and lived as a
poor man in African jungles. Truly he made many rich—
spiritually and materially. Let us lower our standard of
living to raise the standard of life of others.

vv 10-12, “And here is my advice about what is
best for you in this matter: Last year you were the
first not only to give but also to have the desire to
do so. Now finish the work, so that your eager
willingness to do it may be matched by your
completion of it, according to your means. For if
the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has, not according to what
he does not have.”

Just like we see unfinished roads, fly-overs and bridges
all across India, the Church here has too many incomplete

projects and half-done works. In the heat of enthusiasm
during a convention or a crusade, Christians make big big
promises and pledges but very little is fulfilled. Pastors
and leaders have a responsibility to follow up the decisions
made by believers. What’s planted by Paul must be watered
by Apollos. Invariably in all his epistles, Paul had something
to remind the recipients of. Because the poor are generally
voiceless, it’s very easy for us to forget them. This possibility
is high even when we are active in evangelism. That’s why
when Paul and Barnabas were commissioned to go to
evangelize non-Jews, they were specifically reminded by
the leaders of the Jerusalem Church to “remember” the
poor (Gal 2:10).

“It is better not to vow than to vow and not pay” (Eccl
5:5). This text is often negatively interpreted and many
Christians hesitate to make a pledge or a commitment.
This verse is not meant to discourage us from making
vows but to encourage us to fulfill them (v 4). A pledge
should be reasonable and realistic. At the same time it
should not solely depend on what we “can” give, but what
we “want” to give. The heart regulates the hands.

vv 13-15, “Our desire is not that others might be
relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there
might be equality. At the present time your plenty
will supply what they need, so that in turn their
plenty will supply what you need. Then there will
be equality, as it is written: He who gathered much
did not have too much, and he who gathered little
did not have too little.”

There are poor people who have no mind to work even if
there are opportunities. Our giving should not encourage
anyone to become lazy. The apostolic rule is, “If a man
will not work, he shall not eat” (2 Thess 3:10). However
there are genuinely helpless people who count on charity
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even for their basic needs. If we have more than what we
need, it is to share with those who are in need. By “equality”
we are not to understand that God does not want anyone
to be richer or poorer than the other. This actually refers
to meeting the basic needs. God does not desire anyone to
be let go without food or clothing (Js 2:15,16). The Old
Testament passage quoted here by Paul speaks about the
“daily” manna (Ex 16:18), which God wills everyone to
have (Mt 6:11).

The rich may not always remain rich, nor the poor always
remain poor. Conditions change. When we give liberally in
our times of prosperity, people will give us liberally in our
times of adversity. “With the measure you use, it will be
measured to you” (Lk 6:38).

vv 18-23, “And we are sending along with him the
brother who is praised by all the churches for his
service to the gospel... We want to avoid any
criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift.
For we are taking pains to do what is right, not
only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of
men. In addition, we are sending with them our
brother who has often proved to us in many ways...
As for our brothers, they are representatives of the
churches and an honour to Christ.”

There are simply too many scandals that Pastors and
leaders have stolen food stuff and clothes from what is
sent by affluent nations to be distributed to the poor in
India. Money received for orphanages is lavishly spent by
leaders for their luxurious lifestyle. A complaint was once
lodged with a Bishop against a presbyter who sold away
milk powder received from USA for the poor children. The
Bishop replied, “Who tends a flock and does not drink of
the milk?” (1 Cor 9:7c). Quoting Scripture thus as a cloak

of covetousness must stop. The first recorded judgment of
God in the New Testament church was on a couple who
cheated the leaders in the matter of money meant for the
poor (Acts 4:34; 5:10).

Deacons were first appointed for business administration
(Acts 6:1-6). They must hate “dishonest gain” and “prove”
themselves in this area (1 Tim 3:8,10). No servant of God
who handles ministerial money can say, “I don’t bother
about what people think about me. I am honest before
God. That’s enough.” See how diligent the apostle was to
maintain a good testimony in public also, regarding the
huge sums of money collected for the poor. The money
was handled by a team, not by an individual.

2 CORINTHIANS 9

vv 1-5, “There is no need for me to write to you
about this service to the saints. For I know your
eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about
it to the Macedonians...; and your enthusiasm has
stirred most of them to action. But I am sending
the brothers in order that our boasting about you
in this matter should not prove hollow... So I
thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit
you in advance and finish the arrangements for
the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be
ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly
given.”

To begin with, Paul challenged the Corinthian Christians
with the example of the Macedonian believers. This challenge
was well received and he then started boasting about the
Corinthians before the Macedonians. Charity is contageous.
The apostle felt proud that the congregations under his
apostolic cover had understood the heart of God for the
poor.
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When churches live in water-tight compartments, they
don’t benefit each other. Pastors and congregational
members of various churches must meet with each other
as often as possible for dialogues and common programmes.
No single church is a full expression of the Body of Christ.
A church that’s strong in evangelism may be compared to
the feet, and the one strong in charity to the hands. Don’t
they need each other?

Paul wanted the Corinthian Christians to be ready with
the collection for the poor saints when he would come to
visit them probably with a few brothers from Macedonia (2
Cor 9:4). In his previous Epistle he had given them a
practical guideline. “Now about the collection for God’s
people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the
first day of every week, each of you should set aside a
sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so
that when I come no collections will have to be made” (1
Cor 16:1,2). Several churches these days take two offerings
in the Sunday Service. In keeping with the apostolic concern,
why not designate one of the two offerings exclusively for
the poor? The first offering can be for God’s work and His
servants and it is “GIVING” to God, and the next one
designated for the poor is “LENDING” to God! (Prov 19:17).

v 6, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously
will also reap generously.”

From this point the apostle narrates the  blessings of
giving to the poor. Whatever we give to the poor will be
given back manifold to us by God. He will never forget our
deeds of love shown to men and women created by Him.
What is given to the poor is lent to the Lord, and He is no
man’s debtor. “A generous man will prosper; he who
refreshes others will himself be refreshed” (Prov 11:25).

v 7, “Each man should give what he has decided in
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

God looks not at the quantity of our giving but the
quality. The condition of our heart decides the quality.
Giving to the poor must be out of compassion, not
compulsion. We must be delighted in making the heart of
a poor man rejoice (Job 29:13). There should be no secret
expectation in our hearts that the poor man we help must
be obliged to us. Most of us have been disappointed over
the ungratefulness of those helped by us. When did we
last thank God for the daily sunshine? Has He then stopped
the sun from rising? He is too generous to be affected by
our thanklessness. We must also die to the lust for human
appreciation. Several believers would have liked to hand
over their offerings for the poor personally to the great
apostle Paul! He simply said, “Let there be no collections
when I come!” (1 Cor 16:2b). God who sees us in secret
shall reward us openly (Mt 6:1-4; Acts 10:4,31).

vv 8-10, “God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.
As it is written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts
to the poor ; his righteousness endures forever.” Now
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will also supply and increase your store of
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness.”

God guarantees “spiritual” blessings to those who
liberally share their “material” wealth with the poor. We
are not made righteous by almsgiving, but our
righteousness is enriched by it. Our life in Christ becomes
more abundant and fragrant. Cornelius was one who gave
alms generously to those in need. The Holy Spirit descended
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on him and his family even before the preacher would end
his sermon or lay hands on them! (Acts 10:2,44).

vv 11-14, “You will be made rich in every way so
that you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform
is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks
to God.”

Those who have tasted the joy in giving to the poor
would never stop giving, but explore new avenues of
blessing the have-nots. Usually the stingy become stingier,
and the generous more generous. When we begin giving,
our question may be, “How much shall I give?” As we
grow in giving, we will ask, “How much shall I keep?”

Paul  now reaches the climax of his teaching on charity.
Our giving to the poor saints results in their giving of
thanks to God. In other words, pious charity ends up in
pure worship. Can there be a greater reward?

v 15, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift !”

The only begotten Son of God is the greatest possession
of God. He was given away to us on the first Christmas
day. No language on earth can fully describe this bosom
Gift from God. What is our giving compared to God’s gift
of His Son?

20

Missions and Churches

BECAUSE the early church was a missionary-minded
church, the good examples of congregations as we see

them in the New Testament can be the goals to be achieved
in the Churches to which missions go for support today.
Also, unlike ours, the early church had very little fleshly
methods in operation. The early church situations quoted
in this message are either similar or approximating to our
situations.

1. PRAYER

Following a notable miracle, the apostles Peter and John
were severely threatened and let go. They straightaway
went to their own company and reported. We see the
Church immediately breaking forth into possessive prayer
(Acts 4: 23,24).

When God performs outstanding miracles in mission
fields, large numbers turn to Christ. This cannot but irritate
the anti-Gospel religious leaders. The missionaries are
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threatened. The interesting thing is that there was no need
for the apostles to coax or push their company into praying.
Their prayer was wonderfully spontaneous. It is the
missions’ responsibility to infuse such a spirit of prayer
into the supporting churches.

In Acts 12:5 we read, “Peter was therefore kept in prison,
but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the
church.” They had a chain of prayer—round the clock.
Women folk perhaps chose the night hours!—as  we see
from verse 12. This can result only from a real burden
and concern. Much cannot be achieved by casual reading
of the long list of prayer requests received from Missions
in the weekly one hour missionary prayer meeting in the
church—which includes two songs and a sermon too!

Paul the great missionary calls the church in Rome to
“strive” together with him in their prayers to God for him.
(Rom 15:30). He does the same while writing to the
Corinthian church. “You also helping together in prayer
for us” (2 Cor 1:11).

If it is the responsibility of the churches to pray for the
missions, then it becomes the missions’ responsibility to
get the churches to praying. How can they do it?

a) Spirituality

Right praying is the result of right living. Prayer is the
life and breath of the Kingdom people. But except a man
be born again of the Spirit, he cannot see or enter the
Kingdom of God, that is, he cannot understand or
experience the principles of the Kingdom! Hence our first
responsibility is to lead the congregational members into a
genuine rebirth experience. In India the percentage of born
again Christians in the mainline denominational churches
is low. Requesting an unconverted Christian to pray for
missions is like expecting a dead man to breathe.

This introduces another basic aspect, which is the
spiritual life of the clergy. It is not uncommon these days
to come across pastors who are not born again. After all, it
is possible for anyone to go delivering sermons without a
personal experience with Christ, as we read about John
Wesley in his journal. Mission leaders should take
advantage of the friendly chats with the pastors to lead
them to salvation if they are unsaved. Is it not the repeated
observation of mission leaders, that it is the believing pastors
and bishops who are mostly helpful for the promotion of
missions?

The visit of missionaries or mission leaders to the
supporting churches must be a time of spiritual revival
and blessing for the congregation. While writing to the
saints in Rome, Paul assures, “I know that when I come to
you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the
gospel of Christ” (15:29). We should go to the congregations
first to “give” and only then “receive.”

Also we must make our conferences a spiritual feast to
the supporting Christians. It is not necessary to spend
most of the time in challenging them about missions. It is
good to be giving statistics to the delegates but sometimes
statistics may become as tasteless as a mouthful of sand if
the spiritual life of the participants is not deepened. The
vision for missions also should not primarily be built upon
statistics and stories from mission fields but developed
from the Scriptures. We are not primarily involved in
missions because of the grave condition of souls around
but the Great Commission of the Saviour above! As in the
case of Isaiah, people must be led in this order: ”Woe”
first; “Lo” second; “Go” third! Inward vision, Upward vision
and then Outward vision!

b) Participation

When the church at Jerusalem heard about the reception
of the Gospel by the Samaritans through the ministry of



176175

Philip the Evangelist they at once sent Peter and John to
the spot for the further blessing of the new congregation.
In other words, the sponsoring or sending congregation
got itself directly “involved” in the work. That calls for the
sponsoring church to be at a high spiritual potential to be
able to “give” to the new congregations.

We see this repeated in the 11th chapter also. A great
number believed and turned to the Lord in Antioch. When
the news of these things came to the “ears of the church”
which was in Jerusalem, they sent forth Barnabas to exhort
and strengthen the new believers (vv 19-23). And during
that time certain prophets also came to Antioch from
Jerusalem.

Yes, the paying churches should not only be praying
but also participating. We should organise programmes
for the truly committed men and women from the
supporting churches to go visit the newly planted churches
as teams for a ministry of encouragement, exhortation and
comfort to the new believers there. Though such
programmes may not be of long duration, when the teams
come back they will greatly affect the life of their respective
churches, especially in the area of personal soulwinning
and evangelism.

c) Local Ministry

With the increasing emphasis in missions these days,
there is a growing danger of filling the old churches with
mere “supporters” or “senders” rather than “soulwinners.”
For example, while the churches in Tamilnadu are
repeatedly challenged about the need in the North, they
should not forget that after all the percentage of Christians
in Tamilnadu also is not more than 5. In Acts 1:8, it is of
course not “first” in Jerusalem and then in all Judea, but
“both” in Jerusalem and in all Judea! I have painfully

observed that more than 90% of the mission-supporters
are not personal soulwinners. In a way one finds it quite
“convenient” to send a cheque each month to a mission or
issue branch receipts to monthly subscribers to mission
but he finds it “difficult” to go to the villages around his
own town with the Gospel or distribute tracts in a
marketplace.

It is the responsibility of the mission leaders to make all
their supporters good soulwinners also. “Church Growth”
must be both for the mission field and the home church.

Jesus was first a Soulwinner Himself and next a Sender.
In Matthew 9:35, He “went” and then in 10:5, He “sent.”

d) Restoration

Much is spoken of the Church in Antioch in the subject
of missions, because the “first” missionaries were from
this church, as we read in Acts 13. But what is often not
noticed is that the Antioch church was a “functional”
church, that is, the ministries of Christ, Ephesians 4:11,
given as gifts to the Church were functioning there.
Ultimately and ideally, the supporting congregations should
become sending agencies also. This is possible only with
the restoration of the ministries of Christ and the gifts of
the Spirit. Mission leaders, who are essentially mobile
ministers, should be able to help the church a great deal
in this direction (Rom 1:11; Tit 1:5).

The ministry of Restoration which began after the dark
ages should not stop. A Luther was needed for the
restoration of the truth of Justification; a Wesley for
Sanctification; and now how about Glorification? The
“Christ-loved” church must be “sanctified” and “cleansed”
to be presented as a “glorious” church. This He does by
“the washing of water by the WORD” (Eph 5:25-27). we
should fulfil our part in giving this all-profitable Scripture
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to the congregations for “doctrine, reproof, correction and
instruction” (2 Tim 3:16). Paul, a missionary leader and a
missionary himself, expounded the Scriptures to the
traditional folks of the synagogue in Thessalonica (Acts
17:1-3). There might be some disturbances but one should
not very much mind it.

Coin-consciousness will paralyse us from giving the
whole truth to the congregations. We will do God and His
people a great disservice if “I-will-offend-nobody” is our
policy in the pulpit. John the Baptist, Jesus Christ and
Apostle Paul were great offenders in their day. Paul
confessed to the Ephesian elders, “I have coveted no one’s
silver or gold or apparel. I kept back nothing that was
helpful. I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I
have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of
God... I did not cease to warn... with tears... I commend
you to the WORD... which is able to build you up!” (Acts
20:33,20,26,27,31,32). Let us thus build up the
supporting churches.

2. FUNDS

Coming to the matter of fund-raising for missions in
the churches, it is necessary that we are not shortsighted
to get only “our” needs met. Giving must be taught to the
congregations as a principle of Christian living. The doctrine
of giving from the Old Testament and the New should be
clearly explained to the supporting congregations in the
course of our visits to them. One should not be afraid to
“preach” about money. After all, money is life converted
into currency. As much as we ask people to “pray”, we
can ask them, without any hesitation, to “pay” also. It is
dishonest to ask for money indirectly. It is hypocrisy when
we ask people to “pray,” when what we actually want them
to do is “pay.”

A true revival always includes giving. Purses were
spontaneously opened following Pentecost! (Acts 2:44,45;
4:32-35).

In 1 Corinthians 16:1-3, Paul teaches the church regular
and systematic giving. In 2 Cor 9:6,7, he encourages
bountiful and cheerful giving. In the 8th chapter, he urges
the church to fulfil their pledge (vv 10,12). Many “begin”
supporting the missions but very few continue it on. One
reason could be that their pledge was on a emotion-stirring
appeal for funds rather than a conviction of Biblical teaching
on stewardship.

Another point to be mentioned here is that they should
first give “themselves” to the Lord before giving “theirs” to
Him (2 Cor 8:5). While encouraging giving, we should also
emphasize their need to have a right relationship with God
and with men as a condition of acceptance by the Lord
(Isa 1:13; Mt 5:23,24). In our anxiety for funds, let us not
give false hopes to the contributors. They will awake to
disappointment on the resurrection morn!

It is common to come across rich families who come
forward to support a missionary family. This may be just
a pittance for them as they give “out of their abundance.”
As we visit their homes, we should find an opportunity to
give them the Pauline counsel to the rich as outlined in 1
Timothy 6:17-19. The terms of Jesus for the entry of rich
men into the Kingdom are very strict. If we ignore this
aspect and go on just praising them for the “crumbs from
their table,” we will be responsible for their landing in
Hell.

The missions should give an assurance to the supporting
churches of their financial sincerity and faithfulness in
accounting. “Avoiding this: that anyone should blame us
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in this lavish gift which is administered by us—providing
honourable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but
also in the sight of men” (2 Cor 8:20,21).

3. ENCOURAGEMENT

Mission leaders and missionaries must carry the partners
in the Gospel in their hearts for prayer and thanksgiving
(Phil 1:7-11). Our praise and prayer for their contribution
will turn out into an outpouring of God’s “exceeding grace”
on them that “the fruits of their righteousness may be
increased” (2 Cor 9:8-15).

Supporters need encouragement. Paul compared the
giving of the Philippian church with that of the other
churches (Phil 4:10-17). This kind of appreciation is quite
in order to boost up the spirit of the congregation for a
deeper involvement.

The only two churches in the book of Revelation which
were not rebuked by Christ were the church at Smyrna
and that at Philadelphia. It is very interesting to note that
the former was a suffering and persecuted church and the
latter a missionary church. The supporting churches must
be encouraged with this finding: GOD LOVES THE
MISSIONARY MINDED!

21

Tragedies in Churches

THIS is the day of missionary revival. Several missionary
organisations have been born in the wake of this revival

and the percentage of Christians in India is on the increase.
However, an honest observer with a spiritual insight is
able to notice certain tragedies in many churches today in
the context of missions.

1. Many organisers but few agonizers

There is not much difficulty in getting volunteers to
organize a missionary challenge meet or a fund mobilization
programme or even a missionary prayer meeting. But the
actual agonizers in prayer are scarce. Organising needs
talents but agonizing involves tears. Organizing is in public
whereas agonizing is in private. Organizers are applauded
but agonizers mostly go unnoticed. Organizing is possible
with just fleshly enthusiasm but agonizing is a spiritual
excruciation.

Though organizing is necessary, it cannot precede or
take the place of agonizing. For example, Apostle Paul
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was a great organizer but first an agonizer. He was a
missionary institution. He did not tell people, “I have too
many places to visit, programmes to plan, people to cope
with, and so please be praying for me” No! No! Instead he
said, “I beg you, brothers, through the Lord Jesus Christ,
and through the love of the Spirit, that you STRIVE
TOGETHER WITH ME in your prayers to God for me”
(Rom 15: 30). Verses 15 to 32 speak of his missionary
plan and programme.

We have another example in Epaphras. Being in the
Colossian church he had an organized translocal vision
for Laodicea and Hierapolis. But agonizing was his primary
concern. Paul testifies of him, “Epaphras, who is one of
you a servant of Christ, greets you, ALWAYS LABOURING
FERVENTLY IN PRAYERS, that you may stand perfect
and complete in all the will of God” (Cog 4:12-13).

There will be too little problems if agonizers are many
and organizers few. Prayer is the only field and ministry
where there is no competition, because, prayer is not a
display of strength but death to self.

2. Many senders but few soulwinners

Jesus was a sender of missionaries (Mt 10:5,16). But
He did not stay back as a supporter or sponsor or supervisor
of the missionary work. On the other hand, he went out
personally as a soulwinner. “Now it came to pass, when
Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples, that HE
DEPARTED from there to TEACH and PREACH in their
cities” (Mt 11:1).

We cannot afford to fill the church with mere supporters.
It is like filling the inside of a church building with pillars!
Imagine!

Personal involvement with souls can never be sacrificed
for anything, even if it concerns missions. Jesus was first
and last a personal soulwinner. John’s gospel presents
Jesus as God. In the first chapter He is with Philip. In the
second with the servants at the wedding. In the third with
Nicodemus. In the fourth with the Samaritan woman. In
the fifth with the paralytic of 38 years. And so throughout.
His primary call to every Christian is to be a fisher of men
(Mt 4:19). It is the personal involvement with souls that
gives a constant realisation of the worth of a soul which is
a motivator for missions.

The churches must become centres of recruitment and
training of soulwinners. Does your church have a regular
training programme for soulwinning? (I am not asking
how many missionaries your church has sent). I hesitate
to call one a missionary church if it is not a soulwinning
church and one which produces soulwinners. Away with
the unscriptural idea that a soul in North India is more
precious than a non-Christian in Tamilnadu.

3. Many givers but few goers

I am afraid we have placed more emphasis on money
than men. I hear that money in the missionary fund of
certain churches is lying idle because missionary
organisations do not have candidates to give to the churches
for sponsorship. People are seduced to think that if they
gather once a week to pray through the missionary prayer
circular, pay a definite sum to the missionary work, enroll
new partners to support missions, and attend the annual
convention to meet the missionaries and see a missionary
film, their missionary obligation is fulfilled. No, this is a
real tragedy. The first call is not to give but to go. “Who
will GO?” (Isa 6:8).
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Lots of young people were volunteering for missionary
work a decade ago. But there is a sudden drop in
missionary candidates whereas missionary contribution has
increased. “Give us missionaries“ is the cry of all the
missionary societies. It may be even worthwhile to stop
our fund-raising appeals for awhile and concentrate on
challenging young people to “Go.” Oswald J. Smith’s
missionary slogan—You must go or send a substitute—
has been misunderstood by us. It is not “Send or Go”  but
“Go or Send.” You must first consider going. Only if you
are definitely CALLED NOT TO GO BUT TO STAY, then
you can think of sending.

Dear young man, young woman, DON’T YOU HAVE A
MISSIONARY CALL? (I am not asking, Do you have a
missionary call?). As you read your Bible and come across
passages like John 3:16, Matthew 28:19, Romans 10:14,
don’t you hear a voice from ABOVE? As you look around
you hundreds and thousands without Christ and hear of
millions in distant lands and remote places without the
Gospel, is it not a voice from AROUND? As you witness
the funeral of every person who dies without Christ and
think of the millions who quietly slipped into a Christless
eternity because no one ever told them of the redeeming
love, don’t you hear voices from BELOW? As you bow
your head in prayer following every missionary appeal,
and there is a growing dissatisfaction in your secular job,
and you want to do much more than all that you are
doing now, and there is a disturbance in your spirit by the
Spirit, is it not a voice from WITHIN? Can you still resist
this fourfold call and stay back?

4. Many adopters but few parents

We, as a missionary organisation, are thankful to God
for the churches which have accepted to regularly support

the missionaries whom we have presented. This can be
rightly called as adoption. This is not the ideal we must
look for.

The church in Antioch which sent the first team of
missionaries presents an ideal pattern. Read Acts 13:1-3.
Barnabas and Saul, who were sent forth as missionaries
by this church, were separated from among its own
members.

We appeal to the pastors of the local churches to have
sufficient missionary content in their sermons; get the
Sunday school teachers tell missionary stories and
biographies to the children and the youth; invite mission
leaders and missionaries atleast once a month to present
the need for workers in the fields; send boys and girls
teams to mission fields during vacation for observation
and inspiration, and work towards a target to send so
many missonaries within a certain period, right from among
the members of their church. You then as a church will
find the difference in thrill and joy between being the very
parents of missionaries and mere adopters!
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Doors which cannot be shut!

SEE, I have set before you an open door, and no one
can shut it” (Rev 3:8). This promise of Christ to the

Philadelphian Church is repeated to every Christian and
congregation who has a heart for God and the souls for
whom His Son died.

The doors are open everywhere because His command
to us is to go into ALL the world, preach the gospel to
EVERY creature, tell the truth to ALL men! (Mk 16:15; 1
Tim 2:3-7).

The doors are open now. Therefore we are to sow the
seed both in the morning and the evening, preach in season
and out of season! (Eccl 11:6; 2 Tim 4:2). We are to redeem
the time (Eph 5:16). What can be done today must not be
postponed to tomorrow. Postponement hinders progress.

The doors are open to every believer. That’s why God
equips each of His children with talents and the gifts of
the Spirit. No one needs to stand idle without a job (Mt
25:14,15; 1 Cor 12:7-11; Mt 20:1-7)

The doors are open because of the unsaved millions.
Christ is the Door and He is interested in the “other sheep”
which are not yet brought into His fold (Jn 10:9,16). Every
unbeliever is an open mission field and every believer must
be an active missionary.

There are several interesting promises of open doors in
the Book of Isaiah: “I will break in pieces the gates of
bronze and cut the bars of iron. I will give you the treasures
of darkness and hidden riches of secret places” (45:2,3).
“Your gates shall be open continually; they shall not be
shut day or night, that men may bring to you the wealth
of the Gentiles, and their kings in procession” (Isa 60:3,11).

The Lord wants us to claim by prayer of faith the nations
and all people groups. “Ask of Me, and I will give You the
nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for
Your possession” (Psa 2:8). This promise of the Father to
Christ the Son can very well be claimed by the Church
which is His Body. Apostle Paul requested the Colossian
believers to pray for him and his fellow-workers that God
would open to them “a door for the Word” (Col 4:3).

Open doors do not mean absence of problems and
oppositions. In fact they often go together! For example
read what Paul writes to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians
16:9. “A great and effective door has opened to me, AND
there are many adversaries!”

Nehemiah had open doors to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem. Referring to the king’s immediate grant of
permission and building materials, he said that the hand
of God was good on him (Neh 2:8,18). But immediately he
had to face the threat and mockery of the enemies (v 19).
The good cooperation of his people and the great conspiracy
of his enemies went together (4:6-8).
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When Jesus promised, “I will build My Church,” He
also said, “The gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt
16:18). What does this mean? “Building” and “battling”
go together!

Problems and oppositions will be there but the work
and opportunities shall not cease. Paul was severely
opposed till his martyrdom. But the last verse of Acts says
he was “preaching...and teaching... with all confidence,
no one forbidding him!’’ (Acts 28:31). This is open doors!

Some doors will appear closed. Closed doors do not
mean locked doors. Jesus said, “Knock, and it will be
opened to you” (Mt 7:7). A cat knows what to do when a
door is closed. It will push it open! The church must learn
this simple truth. I heard this illustration from George
Verwer, the founder of Operation Mobilisation.

God’s missionary programme began with the call of
Abraham. God promised him, “Your descendants shall
possess the gate of their enemies” (Gen 22:17). This promise
was repeated as a greeting to Rebekah who was a type of
the Church, since Isaac was a type of Christ. “May your
descendants possess the gates of those who hate them”
(Gen 24:60).

We are the spiritual descendants of Abraham and Isaac.
So we too can claim these promises. The early church
believed this and “went out and preached everywhere” (Mk
16:20). And God “opened the door of faith to the Gentiles”
(Acts 14:27).

We may sometimes be locked up in situations which
hinder our outreach or the furtherance of the gospel. I
believe this condition is typically illustrated by the prison
experiences of the apostles. There are three classic instances
of God’s supernatural intervention to break open the doors
of the prison to lead His servants out. God either sent an

angel or caused an earthquake to release His men (Acts
5:19; 12:6,7,10; 16:26). He is still the same. His angels
are as active as ever! (Psa 34.7). They are faster than
supersonic jets! (Dan 9:21)

True we will have distresses when we plunge into action
for God. But He would bring us out of “darkness and
shadow of death” and break our “chains in pieces.” He
will break the “gates of bronze” and cut the “bars of iron
in two” (Psa 107:13-16).

On our way we may face unsurmountable difficulties.
Doubts will fill our hearts with the question, “Who will roll
away the stone for us?” But as we keep going we will find
that the angel of the Lord had already done it for us! (Mk
16:3,4; Mt 28:2).

Jesus has also taught us what to do when we face a
mountain. We should speak to the mountain that it may
be removed. The preparation of course is fasting and prayer
(Mt 17:20,21).

From the study of Christ’s letter to the Philadelphian
Church (Rev 3:7-13), I understand He is calling the Church
to a seven-fold commitment while promising an open door.

1. Holiness

The Lord introduces Himself as One “who is holy” (v 7).
We must hold holiness as our watchword. Without holiness
there will be only hollowness whatever may be our
accomplishment. We must “keep our heart with all
diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life” (Prov 4:23).
When there is sin in the camp, defeat is certain. God’s
wonders of tomorrow demand our sanctification of today
(Josh 3:5). When we sanction sin in our life and ministry,
God’s glory is sure to depart. Then it will be only an empty
shout (1 Sam 2:17; 3:13; 4:5,21). Beware of backsliding
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that is not obvious to fellow-believers and fellow-workers.
Our sin will surely find us out! (Num 32:23).

2. Truthfulness

Next the Lord says He is “true” (v 7). Truthfulness is a
virtue we can never sacrifice in the ministry. The world is
in darkness and corruption. We are the light of the world
(Mt 5:14). We must be known for our honesty, sincerity
and integrity. There should be no lying in the church and
the ministry (Acts 5:4). Our statements should be free
from exaggeration, especially when we report the news of
the ministry before an audience or in a bulletin. Speaking
half truth should be avoided. Jesus is the Truth and Satan
is the liar. We can’t mix up. Our hands must be clean in
financial matters. We must be faithful in small things (Lk
16:10,11). Both as the sons of God and His servants, we
must be faithful “in all His house” (Heb 3:1,2,5,6).

3. Obedience

The Lord commends the Philadelphian Church because
it kept His Word (v 8). All that appears spiritual need not
be Scriptural. It is not what we do but how we do, that is
important. “If anyone competes in athletics, he is not
crowned unless he competes according to the rules” (2
Tim 2:5). Only when the Word of God is strictly adhered
to, our building will stand against all storm and floods (Mt
7:24,25). Noah built the ark according to God’s pattern.
Moses strictly followed God’s instructions while building
the tabernacle. All unscriptural practices must be shed
down. The end does not justify the means. Success does
not mean Scripturalness. Sufficient time must be spent in
individual and collective meditation of the Scriptures to
keep on refining the ministerial methods and procedures.
And we should continue gathering godly counsel. We must
be manly enough to accept wherever we are wrong.

4. Boldness

The Lord says, “You have a little strength...and have
not denied My name” (v8). The Lord tells us, “Be
strong...and work; for I am with you; says the Lord of
hosts...My spirit remains among you; do not fear!” (Hagg
2:4,5). The Lord of Armies is with us and what can man
and all the forces of darkness do to us? Following a stiff
opposition in Corinth, the Lord spoke to Paul in the night
by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep
silent; for I am with you” (Acts 18:9,10). Fear keeps us
from attempting great things for God. All the twelve apostles
except John died as martyrs. The dynamic power of the
Holy Spirit is given us that we may witness boldly even if it
means death (Acts 1:8; 15:26).

5. Perseverance

“You have kept My command to persevere” (v 10).
Suffering is part of Christian life and ministry. The cost of
godly living is suffering (2 Tim 3 :12) . In the parable of
the sower Jesus spoke about tribulation and persecution
arising because of obedience to the Word (Mt 13:21). Then
there is suffering under the chastening rod of a loving
Father for the sake of discipline (Heb 12.7-11). We suffer
also to understand the suffering of others and comfort
them (2 Cor 1:3-5). Sometimes the purpose of suffering
may not be known at all (Isa 50:10). At such times we are
to simply stay on the Lord trusting His Word. Perseverance
will be rewarded. The Bible speaks of the “patience of
Job” and the “patience of Jesus” (Js 5:11; Rev 1:9). Both
of them were rewarded. Blessed are those who endure!

6. Firmness

The Lord encourages the Philadelphian believers, “Hold
fast what you have, that no one may take your crown”
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(v 11). Crown is very precious and honourable. Our
redemption is not by gold and silver but by the blood of
Christ which is even more precious (1 Pet 1:18,19). We
are seated together in heavenly places with Christ (Eph
1:3). We should never doubt our position in Him. We are
made kings and priests before the Father (Rev 1:6). We
have bold access to the Throne of Grace (Heb 4:16). We
should “hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering” (Heb 10:23). Let’s turn a deaf ear to the
accusation and condemnation of the devil. The war between
the saints and the wicked spirits is declared. The helmet of
salvation should be in tact (Eph 6:11,12,17). The mind
should be positively confessing our riches in Christ.

7. Brotherly Love

“Philadelphia” is a Greek word meaning “brotherly love”.
The word is used in five other places in the New Testament
for brotherly love (Rom 12:10; 1 Thess 4:9; Heb 13:1; I
Pet 1:22; 2 Pet 1:7). With damaged interpersonal
relationships we cannot achieve much for God. Let’s humble
ourselves to make reconciliation and restitution wherever
necessary. Our ministry to God is not acceptable until
then (Mt 5:23,24). May the love of Calvary melt our hearts
and remove all bitterness, evil speaking, anger and grudge.
Let us freely forgive others as we have enjoyed God’s
forgiveness. Ministries should not be selfish but share the
resources and blessings with others and miss no
opportunity for cooperation. The faults of others should
not be exposed but covered by love. Competition and all
boasting should end. We all must together build God’s
kingdom and not our own empires.

As we make this sevenfold commitment and remain
sensitive to the Spirit’s voice (v 13), we will be overcomers
in fulfilling the ministry we have received from the Lord.
The doors will not be shut !
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It can be done!

ON the face of what’s happening on earth today and
how little the Church has accomplished we tend to be

pessimistic. We wonder whether world evangelisation is

ever possible. We have more questions than answers. But
God said it. We are to believe it. That settles it.

Billy Graham said, “I am an optimist because I have

read the last book of the Bible!” A Sunday School child

summarised the Book of Revelation as “Jesus wins!”

That’s it!

I came across seven questions in the Scriptures which

answer our questions concerning world evangelization. Here

they are in the Biblical order:

1. Barrenness of our condition

“Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless?”

(Gen 15:2)
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When God told Abraham to leave his country and go to
a land He would show him, he implicitly obeyed. His faith
was simple and childlike. He went “not knowing where he
was going!” (Heb 11:8). God’s promises to him were huge
and great. God said he would have descendants more
numerous than “the dust of the earth,” “the stars of heaven”
and “the sand on the seashore” (Gen 13:16; 15:5; 22:17).
This is what the universe is! Earth, Sea and Heavens! If
Abraham looked down there was dust to remind him of
God’s promise. If he looked up, the stars. When he looked
beyond, the sand. But nothing happened—for years! His
wife continued to be barren and he kept growing old. But
how did he overcome this discouraging situation? He
believed—in the Lord! (15:6). He took his eyes off his old
body and Sarah’s dead womb and fixed them at the
“promise of God” (Rom 4:19,20). God honoured his faith
because faith honours God.

We all have our barrenness in our evangelistic ministries.
But God calls us to keep our eyes on His promise. Has He
not said, “This gospel WILL BE preached in all the world?”
(Mt 24:14). Faithful is He who had promised.

2. Lack of experience and technical knowledge

“Have you seen this man?” (1 Sam 17:25)

David before Goliath! A lad before a giant! A shepherd
boy before a champion! With the armour Saul gave David,
he could not even walk! (vv 38,39). David’s brother got
angry with him (v 28). The King underestimated him (v 33).
The enemy cursed him (v 43). But David had his strength
and hope in the Lord (v 45). We don’t need to be terrified
by the giants of science, technology and modern machinery.
One man plus God is the maximum! There is no match for
that.

We need to be bold and daring. We must not give place
to an inferiority complex. Though a minority we are a
significant minority. It is to the “little flock” the Father
gives the Kingdom (Lk 12:32).

What David spoke sounded like an unknown tongue to
Saul and his armies! True, it was! He learnt it in the
wilderness, alone with God. The Lord trained David how
to use the staff and the sling (v 40). He had five smooth
stones but he had to use only one. The other four he kept
for the future Goliaths! There is sufficient power in the
Blood that oozed out from His five wounds to reach the
five continents. Let’s not be afraid. He will cause our feet
to be placed “on the necks of the five kings” (Josh
10:24,25).

 3. Deadness of the Church

“Can these bones live?” (Ezek 37:3)

Prophet Ezekiel was given a vision of the backslidden
people of God. Nothing but a valley of “very many” and
“very dry” bones could explain their awful condition. They
seemed to have gone to a point of no return. The people
themselves cried, “Our hope is lost !” (v 11). God asked the
prophet, “Can these bones live?” He threw back the question
to God saying, “Lord, You only know!” The situation from
a human viewpoint was i-m-p-o-s-s-i-b-l-e!

The Church is no better today. There is form but no
power (2 Tim 3:5). There is a name but no life (Rev 3:2).
There is wealth but no vision (Rev 3:17). There are activities
but no love (Rev 2:2-4). Instead of multiplication there are
divisions. In the words of the Preacher, “In the place of
justice, wickedness was there; and in the place of
righteousness, iniquity was there” (Eccl 3:16).
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But God has not given up. The gates of hell will have to
ultimately give in (Mt 16:18). On our part we must obey
like the prophet and keep prophesying. “Cry aloud, spare
not; lift up your voice like a trumpet; tell My people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins” (Isa 58:1).

The Church will then come back to where it should be.
It will stand up as “an exceedingly great army” to win the
world for Christ! (Ezek 37:10).

4. Hugeness of the task

“Who are you, O great mountain?” (Zech 4:7)

The number of people groups yet unreached, languages
without the Bible, villages without a Gospel witness, tribes
without a missionary, colleges and institutions without a
witnessing group, and so on, is a staggering figure. Any
increase in the missionary force seems to be all swallowed
up by the population explosion. At the current rate the
population doubles in India in 35 years and in China in
49 years! To add to the situation several tribal religions
are being revived.

No doubt the unevangelised world is a “great mountain.”
What the Church has is only a “capstone!” (v 7). But that
represents the authority of Christ and the power of the
Holy Spirit. The mountain “shall become a plain!” There is
already a missionary awakening. Things have begun to
happen. “Who can despise the day of small things?” (v 10).
Now the cloud may be “as small as a man’s hand!” (1 Ki
18:44,45). But soon there will be  “a heavy rain with clouds
and wind!” What has not been accomplished in all these
centuries shall be done in just a few years. It will be possible
because of the Outpouring (Zech 4:6,14).

5. Limitation of our resources

“Where shall we buy bread....for so many?” (Jn 6:5,9)

All they had was five loaves and two small fish! If the
men alone were about 5000, imagine the total number
including children! Compared to the need, what was
available was just a drop in the bucket. But that’s
immaterial. What’s in our hand must be surrendered. God
will multiply it any number of times. However, nothing
happens until we part with what we have.

The lad gave all he had. The widow gave all she had.
We have talked enough about tithe, but now it’s time we
talk about “total!”

If only we had funds to set up a printing unit... If only
we had two more fourwheelers... If only we had some more
sponsors... These are the usual choruses of Missions. Let’s
stop it. Miracles will happen when “we” start giving all we
can. George Muller considered praying for funds a
hypocrisy when he had not given to the work all he could.
Over and above what he gathered for the building of the
temple, David gave God his “own special treasure of gold
and silver” (1 Chr 29:3).

The teaching on giving is being restored. An
unprecedented revival of giving is underway. The world
will be fed to the full with the living bread.

6. Delay in fulfilment

“Where have you laid Him?” (Jn 11:34)

Lazarus had been dead four days. Martha said, “Lord,
by this time there is a stench!” (v 39). True, according to
her, Jesus came late. But for Him it was not too late to
perform a miracle. Jesus said Lazarus was sleeping.
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Someone called the Church a sleeping giant. Another,
the sleeping beauty. But here comes the call of the Lord to
the Church. “Arise, shine; for your light has come! And
the glory of the Lord is risen on you... The Gentiles shall
come to your light” (Isa 60:1,3).

We need to repent of our delay in fulfilling the Great
Commission, but we need not be disheartened. God can
do now what has not been accomplished all these years.
The former rain is over. Now we are “in the time of the
latter rain.” “The Lord will make flashing clouds; He will
give them showers of rain, grass in the field for everyone”
(Zech 10:1) Total evangelization!

Let’s not lose our confidence. Let’s take away the stone
and all that hinders. All flesh shall see the glory of God!
(Jn 11:40,41; Isa 40:3-5)

7. Weakness of our physique

“Who will roll away the stone for us?” (Mk 16:3)

They were all womenfolk with a spirit of devotion but
very little physical strength. It’s not clear why no male
disciple accompanied them in that very early morning. May
be they were afraid of the soldiers on guard. But the love
these ladies had for their Lord could not be overcome. Is
not love “as strong as death” and ”as cruel as the grave?”
(SS 8:6,7). Waters cannot quench it, nor can floods drown
it!

We all have our sicknesses and weaknesses. But the
Creator of the ends of the earth gives power and strength
to the weak that they may fly and run and walk to reach
the uttermost part of the world with His message of
salvation! (Isa 40:28-31). “God has chosen the weak things
of the world” to fulfil His mission on earth (1 Cor 1:27).

Come what may! Tribulation, or distress, or presecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nothing can
stop us! Because of the compelling and consuming love of
Christ! Let’s go! God has already sent His angel before us
to clear the way.

Believe and go like Abraham!

Be bold and venture like David!

Obey and proclaim like Ezekiel!

Be anointed and keep working like Zerubbabel!

Surrender and expect like the lad and the disciples!

Be confident and optimistic as Christ told Martha!

Love God and be zealous like Mary Magdalene and her
friends!

Then it can be done!

The world will be evangelized—in our generation!
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Missionary Beatitudes

BLESSED
are the passionate for souls;
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven!

BLESSED
are those who mourn for the lost;
for they shall rejoice at the harvest!

BLESSED
are those who obey and go;
for they shall inherit the earth!

BLESSED
are those who give their children
for missionary work;
for they shall be rewarded!

BLESSED
are the liberal givers;
for they shall obtain eternal dividends!

BLESSED

are the Churches having a missionary heart;

for they shall enjoy God’s smile!

BLESSED

are those who risk their lives;

for they shall be called the soldiers of God!

BLESSED

are those who are persecuted;

for they shall be honoured!

BLESSED

are you when nominal Christians despise

and criticize your missionary work.

Rejoice and be exceedingly glad;

for great is your reward in Heaven;

for so they treated the missionaries before you!
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