
Sermon 43: 2 Samuel 12: A sinner restored
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INTRODUCTION

If you know you’re a sinner; if you know the heavy weight of sin, if you have a deep desire 
for forgiveness and have agonized over how God sees a child who has sinned grievously 
against Him, then this is one of the most important chapters of the bible for you.  David has 
committed adultery with Bathsheba, he could not trick Uriah into thinking the baby was his, 
so David conspired to have him killed.  The last words of the last chapter are these, ‘But the 
thing that David had done displeased the LORD.’  David is backslidden and God in His grace 
will now confront and restore David.  The chapter is very instructive for us as we consider 
the burden of sin during that year David not repent.  David’s repentance of sin and what 
repentance looks like.  The fact that God forgives sin.  And finally, the fact that the holy God
chastens His children for sin.  

The burden of sin

One of the things we need to remember when reading this terse narrative is that there is a 
lot of time leading up to this chapter.  V14 gives us an indication that the child has been 
born, and so many have guessed that the time frame is about 1 year later after the event.  
Psalm 32 was written by David as a reflection on that time in his life and so we must begin 
by filling in the gaps trying to understand what David was going through before Nathan 
came along.  V3-4, ‘For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all 
day long.  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as 
by the heat of summer. Selah’  

We see that at the end of verse 2 it says, ‘and in whose spirit there is no deceit.’  David had 
been deceiving himself about his sin, probably rationalizing it that he was king and was 
simply doing as many monarchs had done before.  He had not been honest about his sin.  
Now anyone who is being worked over by the Spirit has a strong sense of sin and guilt. 
David was a believer, he knew the truth and as a result he felt absolutely awful.  The 
experience David is about to describe has been known to happen to those who are not 
Christians, but David is describing it in the case of a believer.  
Firstly, we see that his silence caused his bones to waste away, this is a poetic description of
all of his insides being filled with a type of guilt rot. 
 As a result he was groaning all day long.  This Spirit wrought guilt is not something that 
you can escape from but is like a wound that you carry with you all day and cannot escape 
it.  
Thirdly, we see David recognise it as God’s heavy hand upon him, and all his strength was 
gone.  David would have been dragging himself around to all his kingly tasks having no joy 
in what he did.  Those things that once delighted him would now be colourless.  Those 
friendships that he would have once relished would never fully remove the ache.  Sadly, this
is a case of spiritual depression which many Christians are in.  They are living in sin, they 
are justifying their sins, and they have God’s heavy hand upon them.



Selah.  We are called to stop and ponder this scenario, to look at it and learn from it, to take
it to heart.  To see the misery that sin induces, to know that it is nothing but a liar that 
promises happiness but feeds unhappiness.  We are to consider the mercy of God in causing
such unhappiness in our consciences when we sin.  We are to thank God for the reality of 
guilt at all.  It the hard heart that feels no pangs of guilt that is in the worst condition.  
Hardness of heart is a judgement not a mercy.  

Ponder this wonderful pain that David is undergoing, feel the treasure of the fact that we all 
have a conscience.  What a gift, it is given by God as an inner guide and it agrees with 
God’s law.  But the sad reality is that we are told that we can sear our consciences.  Sadly 
there are many in the world today who will not listen to this God given inner voice.  They 
take every opportunity to silence it.  Tranquilizers, drink and drugs are used to numb 
ourselves from its urgings.  Whole worldviews and schools of psychology have been 
invented to silence it.  Freud saw guilt as a misinformed argument between the id, the ego 
and the superego.  But guilt is a gift and should not be scorned.  It is true that there are all 
sorts of false guilt and the devil stands at hand to turn up the volume on our guilt and 
attempts to cause us to cower from a God of mercy by thinking Him a tyrant who wants 
nothing but to slay such an unworthy worm.  But guilt is also the surgeon’s scalpel the Spirit
uses to drive the truth of our sin and a need for a Saviour home.  Believers and unbelievers 
alike need to heed these inner promptings.  Are you a Christian and ignoring this inner 
voice, beware, David has his own warnings for you, confess and repent, Ps. 32:8-9, ‘I will 
instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon 
you.  Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit 
and bridle, or it will not stay near you.’  

Repentance for sin

God’s grace is all over this chapter.  The grace of conviction, the grace of confrontation, the 
grace of restoration, and the grace of chastening.  This grace is evident in these words in 
v1, ‘And the LORD sent Nathan to David.’  A prophet, a man who has God’s word on his 
tongue come to talk with you about sin is a gift from God.  Whether it is an evangelist to 
preach to you, a parent to instruct you, a fellow church member to rebuke you in your sin, 
an elder confronting you, this is a channel of God’s grace to you.  

We then see the wisdom of grace in how Nathan confronts David.  David was guilty and he 
felt it, but he was king and could overrule and punish anyone who dared confront him, so 
Nathan employs an approach we should tune into.  We are not always receptive to hearing 
about our sins from others, so sometimes to takes us seeing our own hypocrisy to wake up. 
He gets David to condemn himself by his own mouth.  Nathan tells a story, though David at 
first thinks it is true, it is all about a man who has everything taking the precious but little 
that the poor man has.  David announces that he deserves to die, v5-6 and should be 
punished.  It is then that Nathan pins it on David with the famous words, ‘You are the man!’

Nathan then lays out the backdrop of God’s grace against which David’s sin will appear all 
the more sinful.  We see that David was taken from a shepherd and God made him the king 
of Israel, v7.  God rescued David from Saul, v7.  God gave all that was Saul’s to David, v8.  
Some have stumbled over the fact that God is giving David more than one wife.  There are 
several ways to understand this.  Firstly, there is no record of David actually taking Saul’s 
wives.  Secondly, by the standards of the unbelieving nations, not only had David done 
something against God’s law, but David had several other ‘socially acceptable’ ways of 
obtaining legitimate wives, namely through conquest, but David went below even than that 
which society approved in stealing and killing to have another man’s wife.  God gave David 



the whole house of Israel and Judah, v8.  And claims to be willing to give David more, v8.  
We should think of David’s sin like Adam and Eve’s.  They had access to every single tree in 
the garden but they wanted the only one forbidden them.  Surrounded by bounty they took 
illegitimately, so did David.  It is the largeness of God’s generosity to us which increases our
guilt.  

Nathan then spells out the nature of David’s sin, v9, ‘Why have you despised the word of 
the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight?’  and again in v14, ‘by this deed you have utterly 
scorned the LORD.’  When we sin we hate His word; we do what is evil in His sight, and we 
utterly scorn God Himself.  God then speaks about the consequences that will come upon 
David for his sin, a sword in his house and the death of his son.  

How does David react?  V13, ‘David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." And 
Nathan said to David, "The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die.’  Does that 
feel a little anti-climactic?  What do you think should have happened?  Do you think David 
should have suffered more, cried more, done a week long fast?  How much suffering is 
enough?  And is it because we suffer that God forgives sin?  If this was your line of thinking 
then you are not thinking in line with the gospel but works.  We must be careful because we
are in the habit of wanting people to suffer for the sins that Jesus has suffered for, and this 
is a legalistic impulse which figures that Jesus suffering is not enough.  We want to try and 
burn change into their souls through the pain of repentance, but tears don’t change the 
heart though they reveal change; it is the Spirit that changes us not merely pain.  Although 
David’s words are few they are sincere.  In fact it is their terseness which speaks for them.  
Like the prayer of the tax collector, ‘have mercy on me a sinner.’  ‘I have sinned against the 
Lord,’ are few but on the money.  

Turn to Psalm 51 for a fuller look into David’s heart.  David’s words are not an indication 
that he is taking sin lightly, look at verse 3-4, ‘For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 
ever before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so
that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.  There is a 
recognition of the true nature of sin as not merely a disturbance in society against our 
neighbours or ourselves but a highhanded action against God.  In the first three verses, 
notice the words, transgressions, which is a violation of God’s law; iniquity which is 
something that is wicked in its nature; and sin which means failure.  
Another indication of his sincere repentance is in his request for renewal and joy in order to 
obey God and teach sinners God’s ways.  As well as to declare God’s worship.  This is not a 
man looking for an escape from judgement but a righting of his wrongs, a restoration to the
proper order of things where David is happy in holiness and bearing witness to the 
greatness of God.
David describes himself and broken and contrite in heart, v17.  

Forgiveness for sin

David has truly repented, but look at the next surprise, ‘The LORD has put away your sin, 
you shall not die.’  How do you feel about that?  How would Bathsheba have felt?  How 
would Uriah’s father have felt?  Do you think he should not be forgiven?  Do you think he 
should suffer something more?  We are confronted with the prodigality of grace.  
Forgiveness is free, we do not pay for it.  Now there is a payment that is made.  And let me 
tell you, it is a bigger payment than anything you would have contrived to make David pay. 
When God forgives sin, He does not merely sweep it under the rug.  He does not wink at it 
and draw on His divine prerogative and simply annul it, as Islam has Allah do.  No, God 
forgives because His holy justice is satisfied, because all that His law requires is paid in full 



by the death of Jesus Christ.  God is both just and the justifier of those who have faith in 
Jesus.  Not because He simply ignores sin, but because He paid for it at a cost so much 
more valuable than what He buys with it.  In exchange for the Creator of the universe and 
the Son of His infinite delight being subjected to unimaginable torments He gets us.  So yes,
it is free, for us, but it was not free to secure.  David has had his sins put away, but where 
they put?  Where are your sins put?  They have to be put somewhere, God cannot pretend 
they are not real and must not be punished.  He nails them to the cross of His Son and 
treats them as they deserve there so that we can go free.  How do you think David would 
have felt if the God who he loves whose glory He sought to honour before Goliath, would 
pay for his sins at His own expense.  How great do you think his worship would be if he 
knew how it would all be paid for?  And so our worship should be, for this is how all our sins
have been paid for.  

When a murderer is forgiven, when an adulterer is forgiven, when you are forgiven, it was 
never a case of simply letting it go.  God’s perfect justice took note of every single act of sin
and contrived by one payment to settle every debt.  He paid it Himself and it is fully paid.

Chastisement for sin

God forgave David his sins, there would be no hell to pay, for Christ dies for them.  But 
there are still earthly consequences for our actions, a chain of cause of effect that God 
allows to play out as part of making the horror of sin and His holiness manifest.  David is 
told that the sword will not depart from his house and the son of his adultery will die. V11 
spells out that David will receive an eye for an eye, ‘Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I will raise
up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and 
give them to your neighbour, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.’  as he
took another’s wife, so his will be taken.  Gal 6:7, ‘Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, 
for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.’  Jacob who lied to Esau was lied to by Laban,
Pharaoh who killed the sons of Israel has his firstborn killed; Agag who lived by the sword 
died by the sword, and David too will suffer in kind.  God’s justice is intense and public 
because of David’s position, and the shame that David has brought upon God’s name.  It 
cannot appear as if God is party or approving of such things and will demonstrate His 
disapproval and holiness.  Listen to David’s own reflection on God’s chastening, Ps. 119:67-
68, ‘Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your word.  You are good and do 
good; teach me your statutes.’  

Secondly, David’s son dies.  Many have balked at this point because God is killing a child. 
Here are a few things to take the edge off.  Let me also state that the edge must not be 
completely removed, it is the fact that is is such a sever deed that makes you look for the 
reasons.  Firstly, let us remind ourselves of who our lives belong it, Job 12:10, ‘In his hand 
is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.’  Ps. 24:1, ‘The earth is the 
LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.’  We are His.  
Secondly, we can say that none of us should be alive but all killed with Adam and Eve, so 
that there are over 7.2 billion mercies live on earth today that should be dead.  We are born
with our lives already forfeit.  So if God seeks to use them for His purposes and takes a life 
already forfeit it is not unjust.  But v14 also highlights what is going on, ‘Nevertheless, 
because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall 
die."’  God’s glory has been marred and is more valuable than our lives, He will show His 
justice by this death.  David as a public figure has sinned publicly and the punishment is 
made public as well.  



We must also marvel at David’s praying for the child.  David believes he is forgiven, and is 
confident that perhaps God will be gracious to him still and heal the child v22, and so he 
prays that God will do so.  David acts like he is restored, and even asks for the alleviation of 
deserved punishments.  When you and I sin we don’t dare to go to God in prayer, we think 
that just being a Christian is enough and that we should not be so brazen as to ask for 
anything else.  But David shows us the confidence we can have once forgiven.  Even when 
we are being chastened we are still children.  

But grace continues to pour out in this chapter because we are told that David and 
Bathsheba have another son, Solomon and that the LORD loved him, and so was called 
Jedidiah.  Solomon would be the king of Israel.  He was the fourth child of David and 
Bathsheba.  Here we see that God restores and through disgrace His purposes can still 
prosper.  

Look at how the chapter ends.  David wins the Ammonite war but lost the war against sin.  
This can be the story of many a Christians life who are doing well at school or work but who
are failing morally.  We are reminded of the more important battle that we are waging and 
the area of our lives we need to prioritise.    
  

   

      
    
  

      
  

     


