
Sermon 48: Luke 9:46-50: A Lack of Humility

OUTLINE

Pride causes strife
Pride self-deceives
Pride misunderstands others
Pride forgets Christ
Pride can’t share

INTRODUCTION

Jesus Christ is the greatest example and the greatest teacher of humility in human history.  
And the disciples like ourselves are in constant need of teaching on the evil of pride and the 
value of humility.  We are in a section that is focusing in on the immaturity of the disciples 
and Christ’s attention to their discipleship and development.  Christ has just addressed them
on the matter of their lack of faith, as well as their lack of understanding, He now turns to 
the area of their lack of humility.  

If you look up a definition of pride today, you will come across the traditional definition that 
defines it as a sin, ‘Pride, conceit, self-esteem, egotism, vanity, vainglory imply an unduly 
favorable idea of one's own appearance, advantages, achievements, etc., and often apply to
offensive characteristics. Pride is a lofty and often arrogant assumption of superiority in 
some respect: Pride must have a fall.’  But pride has also come to mean something positive, 
‘a feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own achievements, the 
achievements of those with whom one is closely associated, or from qualities or possessions
that are widely admired.’  And, ‘consciousness of one's own dignity.’  Or, ‘confidence and 
self-respect as expressed by members of a group, typically one that has been socially 
marginalized, on the basis of their shared identity, culture, and experience,’ and so gay 
pride is a thing.  We live in an age that calls good evil and evil good and are in desperate 
need for God to help us see what pride and humility truly are.  

The bible teaches us that pride was the first sin of the devil in exalting himself against God, 
seeking to be God.  To deny God His proper place and seek to take His place or act 
inappropriately like Him is part of the heart of pride.  It was with pride that the devil 
tempted Adam and Eve telling them that the fruit would make them more like God.  Pride is 
the root of all sin, and the enemy of serving others in love.  Every sin is an exaltation of self 
above God’s will where we seek our own desires and will, and think our own thoughts the 
definition of truth.  So if you were going to train 12 men to be servant leaders, one of the 
key areas you would have to address would be the area of pride.

As we move through this next section we are going to note 5 characteristics of pride that 
are highlighted for us.

Pride causes strife

Luke 9:46, ‘An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.’  Our 
portion begins with an argument.  Firstly, we need to consider how the disciples got into 
this.  We know that Jesus has revealed that He has to suffer, but the disciples along with 
the rest of this generation are too dim witted to see what He means.  They have notions of 
the kingdom of God where Christ is going to suddenly realize a military reign and take over 
the world.  They are not thinking about the problem of their sins needing a sacrifice they are



fixated on the political realm.  And since Jesus is no doubt the King, even the crowds think 
so, they want to crown Him, who will be His council members?  Who will be the minister of 
finance, the minister of health, the head of the army, and who will be the Vice-President?  
And of course they all had their own ideas, and they would have been inflated with their 
own opinions of themselves.  Sadly, they are reaching for crowns and not crosses and begin
to step on each other to do so.

You can imagine the scene, it all begins in jest, Peter might speak up and say, ‘Who do you 
think will sit at Christ right and left hand?  Andrew and I; or James and John?’  Matthew 
speaks up and says, ‘What do you know about running a kingdom, I am the one with 
financial background!’  Judas then interjects, ‘Hang on guys, I am a friend of the zealots, I 
have been involved in politics longer than any of you.’  One says, but I am the oldest, 
another, I am the smartest, another says I come from the best family, and on and on it 
goes.  Forgetting the cross they grasp for a crown and step on each other to do so.  What 
probably started in jest ended in insults.  The true thoughts of their hearts rise to the 
surface and the damage begins, the judgmentalism, the insults, the fueling of anger and 
rage, the clamor and shouting, and left long enough pride can lead to violence and even 
death. 

This tight knit band of brothers are now fighting with each other.  Their combined strength 
undermined as they turn that strength on each other.  Any sense of joy in combined 
ministry, any awe inspired by the recent miracles, is out of their thoughts.  Pride kills unity, 
the unity of marriage, the unity of family, the unity of the church, even communities and 
nations.

Pride self-deceives

Not only were the disciples arguing, but they were arguing about who was the greatest 
among them, the most deserving, the best man for the job of being Christ’s right hand man.
What is the great thing that each of these men are forgetting?  None of us are worthy to 
reign, or lead, or be given responsibility.  It is only by grace that we are given these roles.  
The Christian approaches every situation chastened by the gospel remembering that they 
are not deserving of anything, and anything they do have they cannot take the credit for it, 
everything we have is a gift from above.  As part of our self-deception we exaggerate our 
good as we exaggerate the others faults.  We pretend to be a better type of human than 
others.  All are sinners, all fall short of the glory of God, if some have gifts and others don’t, 
we are able to objectively evaluate that and give God the glory for it.

As we take the three synoptic gospel accounts together we get a fuller picture of the scene. 
Mark 9:33 reveals that the disciples had been having this argument on the way to 
Capernaum.  And Jesus then asked them what they were talking about.  Matt. 18:1 then 
reveals to us that instead of feeling ashamed still full of the rightness of their cause they ask
Him, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’  This question betrays that their 
argument has devolved from who is the best of the 12 to who is the best ever.  But notice 
how fixed they are on the rightness of this discussion, it is not crossing their minds that they
should be grabbing at a cross not a crown; nor is it entering into their minds that they are 
not being appropriately humble.  Once we begin to compare ourselves with one another our 
self-deceiving hearts will laud any of our own strengths while proclaiming from the rooftops 
the short-fallings of others.  



Pride misunderstands others

V47, ‘But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his side.’
Mark 9:46 indicates to us that Jesus also held the child, so this would be a young child 
perhaps even a toddler.  In the ancient world there was nothing that had less rights than a 
child.  A child was not strong enough to defend itself, it could not provide for itself, and it 
was believed that before the age of 12 that teaching a child the Torah was a waste of time. 
Matt. 18:3 informs us that this child is a picture of the believer, ‘and said, “Truly, I say to 
you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.’ 
Jesus is here using an object lesson to help these disciples see the true value that the 
gospel gives to each Christian and how the gospel teaches us to see each other.  Firstly, 
consider how a child teaches us what is involved in conversion.  A child has no rights, no 
strength, no standing or credentials to flash about, children are dependent and needy not 
champions and conquerors.  Children speak of our vulnerability and weakness and our need 
for God to provide and protect.  If we strut into God’s presence demanding salvation this is 
pride, but a child is picture of humility, vulnerable, needy and weak, needing the strength 
and provision of another to survive, this is how we come to God for salvation and He will 
give grace to the humble.  
In Matt. 18:4 Jesus adds, ‘Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.’  Everyone who accepts Christ becomes great.  Because every believer 
is adopted by God, is a brother and sister to Christ; and because the kingdom of God does 
not have the same values and priorities as worldly kingdoms with its divisions between rich 
and poor and so, everyone becomes great.  I cannot help but think of the words of C. S. 
Lewis: ‘‘It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember
that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a creature which,
if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a 
corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare.  All day long we are, in some
degree, helping each other to one or other of these destinations.  It is in light of these 
overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and circumspection proper to them, that we 
should conduct all our dealings with one another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all 
politics.  There are no ordinary people.  You have never talked to a mere mortal.  Nations, 
cultures, arts, civilizations—these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat.  
But it is with immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit—immortal 
horrors or everlasting splendours.  This does not mean that we are to be perpetually 
solemn.  We must play but our merriment must be of that kind (and it is in fact, the merriest
kind) which exists between people who have, from the outset, taken each other seriously—
no flippancy, no superiority, no presumption.  And our charity must be a real and costly 
love, with deep feelings for the sins in spite of which we love the sinner—no mere tolerance 
or indulgence which parodies love as flippancy parodies merriment.  Next to the Blessed 
Sacrament itself, your neighbour is the holiest object presented to your senses.  If he is your
Christian neighbour he is holy in almost the same way, for in him also Christ vere latitat—
the glorifier and the glorified, Glory Himself, is truly hidden.’1

Pride forgets Christ

 and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one who is 
great.”  The next way in which believers are dignified we are told is that those who receive 
Christians receive not only the Christian but Christ.  Firstly, this is because Christ sends us as
His representatives and so we are His ambassadors.  To fail to treat an ambassador with 

1 Christian Reflections, pxi-xii.  



respect is to insult the sending country, likewise with Christ.  But there is a second rejection 
as well, those who reject Christ reject the Father, the Creator, the God of the Bible.  Some 
people want to have some spirituality, they want God, but they don’t want Jesus and they 
definitely don’t want anything to do with Church.  You cannot reject Christ without rejecting 
the Father.  

Christ’s words have another important meaning to them.  Because of our union with Christ, 
and by that our new spiritual union with one another in the body of Christ, to reject a 
Christian is to reject part of the body of Christ.  Jesus takes it all the way to saying that 
those who reject a part of His body reject Him, and those who accept part of His body 
accept Him.  Remember how Paul was a persecutor of the church, and how he vociferously 
volunteered to persecute the church beyond Jerusalem.  And while on his way to Damascus,
Christ appeared to him in a vision.  Do you remember what Jesus said?  Acts 9:4-5, ‘And 
falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?" 5 And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And he said, "I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting.’  Here is Paul acting against what he takes to be a group of heretics, and Jesus 
reveals that Paul is not merely attacking people but persecuting Jesus Himself.  Twice in 
these two verses the point is made that to persecute the church is to directly persecute 
Christ.  Remember as well what Jesus said in the parable of the sheep and the goats, Matt. 
25:46, ‘Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  

Every believer has a new dignity by virtue of their association with Christ.  Our value does 
not come from our performance but by belonging to Him.  Our value is not in our innate 
worthiness but in belonging to Him.  It is this lesson that Jesus is trying to drill into the 
disciples.  Their argument reveals that they have been evaluating one another in light of 
worldly priorities, here Jesus is renewing their minds and helping them to see one another 
firstly and fore mostly through the gospel.  If we are valued by God and precious to Him, 
then we are valuable.  

But Jesus also puts forward a positive way of evaluating greatness in God’s eyes.  So all 
have greatness by virtue of their belonging to Christ, but there is a greatness that comes 
from being the greatest servant, ‘For he who is least among you all is the one who is great.’ 
We measure greatness by who has the most power, or who holds the highest office.  God 
measures true greatness by who gives up the most and serves the most.  For this reason 
the incarnation is a display of Christ’s greatness, His humiliation is His glory.  He who is God 
became man, and died a criminal’s death to save us, and so He is given the name above 
every other name.  None have given as much as Him, suffered as much as Him, loved as 
much as Him, and served as much as Him.  

I think it is important at this point to draw out some applications for us.  Firstly, we must 
put away the world’s value system and allow God’s ways to renew our mind, to value what 
He values, and praise what He praises.  Secondly, we must be willing to serve the least 
among us.  If we are to value all let us reconsider those who we ordinarily overlook as 
unimportant or unworthy of our service.  Let us remember to serve the children, the elderly,
those who are neglected and marginalized because they are valuable to God.  Thirdly, let us
embrace hard work for each other as our path, instead of the usual expecting of others to 
serve you.  

Pride can’t share



V49-50, ‘John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and 
we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not 
stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.”  It seems as if Jesus words have hit
home and the apostle John has a confession to make.  He tells of a time when he and the 
other disciples stopped someone from casting out demons in Jesus name because they were
not part of them.  The logic seems to go like this, if we are to receive all believers then we 
probably should have received that man who was casting out demons in Jesus name.  Jesus
confirms John’s instincts in this by asserting that he should not be stopped because the one 
not against you is for you.  By this response is seems that this man casting out demons was 
likely a believer.  The scenario seems different to where unbelievers attempted to cast out 
demons and failed, the seven sons of Sceva in Acts 19:13-14.  Nor does it seem to be a 
case of hypocrites exorcising as in Matt. 7:21-23.  This seems to be a case of someone who 
is a believer but who was not travelling with the disciples.

The disciples were proud in thinking that they had a monopoly on the truth, that anyone not
of their party was incorrect.  Once again pride is rearing its head.  Instead of having the 
kingdom as a first concern they had their own group as the sole custodians of the truth in 
mind.  It seems that the apostle Paul took this lesson to heart when he writes in Phil. 1:15-
18, ‘Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 The 
latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17 The 
former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my 
imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ 
is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.’  It is important to be earnest about the truth, and 
attempt to honour God in the way in which we implement it.  However, we must not forget 
that God uses all sorts to be His vessels.  True we may not be able to plant a church with 
them but we can rejoice in the fact that God’s kingdom is being advanced through them.  

Pride cannot rejoice in another’s successes and when another does well.  Pride wants 
exclusive rights to success or whatever it is that we value.  C. S. Lewis said this: ‘Pride gets 
no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next man. We 
say that people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-looking, but they are not. They 
are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others. If someone else 
became equally rich, or clever, or good-looking there would be nothing to be proud about. 
It is the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of being above the rest.’2   

So how are you doing in the area of pride, the disciples have much to learn and will need to 
hear this lesson again, in Luke 22:23-24 we see that just before Jesus is crucified they are 
having the same discussion again.  Pride destroys unity and attacks relationships; pride is 
self-deceived forgetting that we are unworthy sinners who have everything by God’s grace; 
Pride forgets to see a fellow Christian as valuable by a different scale than the world 
measures by, that one has immense value merely by belonging to Christ, being His 
ambassador and part of His body; Pride does not serve the least; Pride cant share and cant 
stand others to succeed and do well.  Christ is the ultimate solution to pride, He is gave up 
all His legitimate claims to serve and save His enemies.  Let me end with a J C Ryle quote: 
‘None has so little right to be proud as man, and of all men none ought to be so humble as 
the Christian.’  
                
   

2 https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/insights-from-c-s-lewis-on-why-pride-is-the-
greatest-sin.html


