
Sermon 44: 2 Samuel 13: Amnon and Tamar: part one

OUTLINE

Amnon’s lust
Jonadab’s counsel
Absalom’s hatred
David’s permissiveness

INTRODUCTION

‘The sword shall never depart from your house.’  This sword of God’s chastening hangs over
David’s life as we move forward.  The main way in which judgement is going to come upon 
David’s house is through Absalom.  So although this chapter is all about Amnon and Tamar, 
you will notice in v1 that it begins by mentioning that Tamar was Absalom’s sister.  This 
chapter is nothing more than the backstory as to how Absalom will rise up against David as 
a fulfilment of the punishment God is meting out.  Now our chapter has four main male 
characters apart from Tamar, four men who sin.  We will evaluate our chapter in four points
around these men in their sin.  I warn you that things are going to get messy, crimes are 
going to be committed, you are going to see terrible actions and people falling prey as 
victims, but know this; it is all under God’s sovereign guiding as He gives sin some of its 
desserts.  The next chapters of David’s life and not simply the bloody and gory details of a 
sinful life put forward to satisfy our voyeurism, but a parading of the consequences of sin.  

This might bother you to think that God’s sovereignty take this form but let me remind you 
of what the 1689 says: chapter 5 paragraph 6: ‘As for those wicked and ungodly men whom
God, as the righteous judge, for former sin doth blind and harden; from them he not only 
withholdeth his grace, whereby they might have been enlightened in their understanding, 
and wrought upon their hearts; but sometimes also withdraweth the gifts which they had, 
and exposeth them to such objects as their corruption makes occasion of sin; and withal, 
gives them over to their own lusts, the temptations of the world, and the power of Satan, 
whereby it comes to pass that they harden themselves, under those
means which God useth for the softening of others.’  How does God sovereignly reign over 
the sins of the wicked?  He is not sovereign by the direct means of causing the sin to be 
planted in the heart of the sinner, or coerce them in any way.  Rather by indirect means, as 
an act of justice, God hardens them not by putting something into their hearts but by 
withdrawing His grace.  The natural hardness of their hearts takes over automatically, 
simply because God chose to do nothing.  And then it is out of their own sinfulness that they
become the rod of their own judgement.  They pursue the sins of their hearts and reap the 
judgement God intends them to receive.   

This chapter is all about the consequences of sin, God judging sin, and sin destroying 
families and relationships.  So we will look then at the sin of Amnon’s lust; Jonadab’s 
counsel; Absalom’s hatred, and David’s permissiveness.  Let me also highlight that this is a 
chapter with four young people in it, teenagers and young adults and should be read very 
carefully by that age group as well.    

Amnon’s lust

Verse 1 on its own might sound like the beginning of a tragic love story, ‘Now Absalom, 
David's son, had a beautiful sister, whose name was Tamar. And after a time Amnon, 
David's son, loved her.’  This use of the word love though is ironic, the chapter goes on to 



reveal that Amnon does not have love but lust for his sister.  This chapter is about the sins 
of rape and incest.  Sobering for us is the very modern way in which the word love is used.  
Amnon is sick with love, it is a visceral and debilitating feeling that consumes him, v2, ‘And 
Amnon was so tormented that he made himself ill because of his sister Tamar, for she was a
virgin, and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her.’  Sadly, this is that same 
as the modern definition of love that we hear sung about, songs to which awards are given. 
The artists who sing and perform these songs are becoming the new voices on moral issues,
and we are seeing a generation of young people having this definition of love normalised.  
This chapter is not doing that, it is exposing the nature of the sin.  Homosexual ‘love’, one 
night stands being called making ‘love’, are exposed by this chapter for what they are. The 
strong lust and overwhelming feelings are sinful and their consequences will be evident.

Lust and attraction mistaken for love, how very sad, it is a lie, the lie of the sinner’s heart.  
There is no love here, one commentator puts it this way: ‘the ingredients of a genuine love 
are altogether lacking: there is no self-giving commitment, no seeking of the others highest 
good, no sensitive devotion, not even a hint of romance; there is only naked physical lust 
and an utterly self-centred disregard for Tamar’s personal integrity, welfare and 
blessedness.’  Love is seeking another’s highest good and self-love wants to use a person 
for your pleasure, he was frustrated because he couldn’t do anything to her.  If she had 
been a servant in the house who was not a royal princess you would have simply taken her 
as David did with Bathsheba.

Sex has lost its meaning in our world today.  Sexual intimacy is no longer recognised as a 
picture of our union with God and the joy to be had from being one with Him in eternity.  It 
is no longer seen as an expression of love shared between two people who have covenanted
with one another for life.  I remember reading about the earthquake in Christchurch and 
how the prostitutes had to change where they sold their wares.  I remember the words of 
one who justified her activity in sleeping with married men, as helping those men have a 
little fun.  Sex has been separated from covenant love in marriage.  Today pornography is 
taking a picture of Christ and His bride, and is turning it into something wicked and 
distorted.  The objectifying of other people to nothing more than something to satisfy your 
fantasies is a reversal of all that God intended intimacy to be.  Instead of being an 
expression of self-giving, it is now a means of self-gratification.      

He gets aided in his sin by a bad counsellor, v3-5.  He gets the advice to lie and pretend to 
be sick, and to get his father to send his sister to look after him.  He rapes her and he tastes
the bitter sting of sin.  He hates her and sends her away, v15, ‘Then Amnon hated her with 
very great hatred, so that the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love 
with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, "Get up! Go!"’  His words literally read,
‘Get this out!’  she is no longer a person but an it.  

One of the realities we are confronted with is what sin does to other people, Tamar is a 
victim in this.  She seems an industrious and dutiful daughter who gets her life ruined.  It is 
her words which are the words of truth and reason in the lust fog of Amnon’s deed.  After 
Amnon grabbing her and telling her to sleep with him she replies, ‘She answered him, "No, 
my brother, do not violate me, for such a thing is not done in Israel; do not do this 
outrageous thing.  As for me, where could I carry my shame? And as for you, you would be 
as one of the outrageous fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king, for he will 
not withhold me from you."’  Firstly, you will notice that she says no.  This is not consent.  
Secondly, notice the word ‘brother.’  This is a reminder of the incest laws in the bible, Lev. 
18:9, ‘You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father's daughter or your 
mother's daughter, whether brought up in the family or in another home.’  Thirdly, we see 



the word violate/humiliate which speak of the sin of rape.  Fourthly, notice the fact that she 
speaks about how such a thing ought not to be done in Israel.  This highlights the fact that 
Israel is to be exemplary among the nations and holy.  You will see a mention of 
‘outrageous thing,’ this phrase is used of the rape of Dinah Gen 34:7, to describe a young 
woman who was promiscuous prior to marriage, Deut. 22:21, and homosexual rape, Judg. 
19:23-24.  In v13 she appeals to his pity and speaks about the shame that would be put 
upon her.  The ancient world would view her as damaged goods, and any political value in 
marrying her off to a prince would be unlikely.  She also appeals to his pride, telling him that
he will be viewed as ‘one of the outrageous fools in Israel.’  This word fool does not merely 
mean someone who acts without thinking, but rather someone who acts without the fear of 
God.  Biblical foolishness is not defined by someone’s refusal to acknowledge facts, but 
someone who refuses to acknowledge the holy God and live in light of that truth.  Her last 
argument is a mention of the possibility that David would be so permissive to allow Tamar 
to be given to Amnon.  We must be careful to make too much of this point, she is under 
duress, but it may be a commentary on David’s lax parenting.  

She is ignored, overpowered, used and thrown away, and we are told ‘So Tamar lived, a 
desolate woman in her brother Absalom’s house.’  Feminists have read this chapter thinking 
that Tamar’s rape is minimised, it most certainly is not.  It is true that it is used to show why
Absalom killed Amnon, but the wickedness of the sin, and the pitiful way in which we are to 
view Tamar is evident.  Lust without love, rape, objectification of women, all these are 
highlighted as terrible sins that destroy lives.  When God’s restraining grace is removed and 
we pursue the sins of our hearts as a judgement, this is what form those sins take.    

Jonadab’s counsel

The next character we need to look at is Jonadab.  David was the youngest son of Jesse and
Jonadab we are told was a son of one of David’s brothers.  This meant that Jonadab was an
older cousin to Amnon.  Two things stand out about Jonadab.  V3, ‘But Amnon had a friend,
whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah, David's brother. And Jonadab was a very 
crafty man.’  A man who has wisdom but without godliness, sounds like the serpent in the 
garden.  Jonadab perceives wisely that Amnon is not himself, and asks what is wrong.  Upon
hearing that Amnon has lustful intent towards his sister, instead of using his wisdom and 
counsel to move Amnon in the right direction he enables him to lie and manipulate in order 
to get what he wants.  Here is a godless man who has been given a gift of wisdom and who
is using it for sin.  He is counselling his cousin how to how to have his way with his other 
cousin.  There is no loyalty to God or even to his family.  For all of his cunning he is a fool.  
Biblically speaking a person of low IQ can be wise.  Biblical wisdom is not how clever one is, 
whether they have university degrees and letters behind their names, whether they have 
photographic memories, but whether they are godly.  I remember one of my bible college 
lecturers who finished cum laude, who had read every sermon written by Spurgeon, that is 
63 large volumes full of dense print.  However, recently he debated James White defending 
homosexual marriage.  For all his cleverness he is not wise.  As Christians we need to 
remember that the worth of a person’s thinking is evaluated not by the accolades of the 
modern education establishments but by whether it conforms to the truth of God.  The 
world is run and influenced by people who have a level of craftiness but who are not wise.  
The judges who make laws that are ungodly, the new Atheists who trash talk God and 
Christianity who have an intellectual respectability about them, these and many more are 
not to be blindly followed but tested by the word.  The beauty of Christianity is that you do 
not have to be as clever as the person you are critiquing to see if they are worth listening 
to, you merely need to see if they are godly in their thinking.



When our young people go off to university to learn about the various things they need for 
their future careers they are going to be exposed to many Jonadabs.  They will encounter 
people with great intellectual gifts who are exploiting those gifts in service of lies and false 
worldviews.  There are unbelievers who are cleverer than we are who have gone a long way
down a wrong road building very high on a wrong foundation.  In order to test a man’s 
thinking we don’t test it by how impressed we are with how high they have built with how 
many big concepts that seem consistent within their own systems.  We test the foundation 
to see whether a thing is true.  

The second thing we need to see is the influence of bad counsel.  If we look we will find 
opinions to confirm us in our sinful desires.  Let us say that you really want to date an 
unbeliever.  So you go to your parents, and they tell you it is wrong, and they quote the 
verse about not being unequally yolked, and tell you a story about someone who 
experienced a lot of pain and regret who did it.  But that advice does not suit you so you go 
googling the issue.  Guess what?  You will come across counsel that agrees with your 
sinfulness.  You will come across all sorts of ways to weasel your way into your sinful 
desires.  We live in a world that is ready to pour its bad counsel from every angle upon us.

This story of a serpent who gave advice to Eve advising Amnon forces us to ask whether we
have Jonadabs in our life.  Are there voices who are advising you to satisfy your sinful 
desires in sinful ways?  Here is a man burning with incestuous lust.  Jonadab did not help 
this future king to get a grip on his lust in order to be a mature and self-controlled man who
would be a responsible king who would avoid the sins of his father David.  Instead we see 
counsel that stokes his sexual desires and only gives affirmation, enablement and a plan.  
Jonadab’s advice is like someone telling you how to hack the parental controls on your 
digital devices to get at sinful things you want to do on the internet.  Whoa re the Jonadabs 
in your life?

Psalm 1:1-3, ‘Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in 
the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he 
prospers.’  This is how we resist the temptations of bad counsel.  Amnon’s problem and ours
is that he did not meditate on the word, he did not take his thoughts captive to the word.  

Next week we will look at Absalom and David.

             
       

    
  
   


