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Dear Parishioners and Friends 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! 

We are already into the second week of Eastertide – normally a time of joyful celebration in 

the Church,  this year muted by the continuing nightmare of the Covid-19 pandemic. Yet our 

Easter faith tells us that the Light of Christ rising in glory will banish the darkness of our 

world. That Light is to be found in the brave and dedicated professionalism of all those in 

the frontline combatting the virus, it is there in the many scientists working hard to find 

vaccines, and in the heart-warming tales of so many acts of generosity and kindness. 

Wherever there is love and loving kindness God is there! Christ’s Light is there! 

Thank you for kindly asking after the wellbeing of Fr Larry, Fr Allan and me!  We are 

managing well thank God.  Sadly, our main ministry at the moment is with families 

arranging funerals for loved ones who have died because of Covid-19 or other natural causes. 

It is so tough for them not to have been able to say goodbye properly to those they loved, or 

to be able to give the families the comfort of a Funeral Mass in church. Please keep these 

bereaved families in your prayers. 

My apologies to those who have been trying to contact us by phone!  The parish phone 

system crashed on us nearly two weeks ago. An engineer finally came out to try and fix the 

problem, but to no avail.  Apparently, it is a cable fault and so requires a cable engineer to 

visit! If you try phoning us, you get a continuous ringing tone – which is more than we hear! 

I hope this is remedied soon. 

The paid parish staff have been furloughed in keeping with guidance from the HR 

department of the Diocese.  I am sure that many of you are in a similar situation. This 

means, of course, that the parish office is currently closed. Neither Lisa the secretary nor 

Oscar our bookkeeper is working. Some of you have been enquiring about how to make your 

regular donation to the parish, or if you are members of our Planned Giving scheme, when 

you might receive your new boxes of Offertory envelopes. The answer to that question is – I 

don’t know – Oscar does! 

If, however, you are in the fortunate position of being able to make a financial contribution 

to the parish you could please do so by direct electronic transfer. Here are the parish bank 

account details: 

 HSBC    a/c:  WRCDT St John the Evangelist Islington 

   Sort code: 40-05-20         a/c no: 71308327 
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At Easter we were due to welcome into the Church through Baptism and the other 

Sacraments of Initiation a number of adults in this year’s RCIA group. It was quite a let-

down for them, the lead catechist David, and indeed the priests, not to be able to celebrate 

with them the Easter Vigil which we were all so much looking forward to. Also, over the 

coming weeks we were supposed to be sharing in the joy of families whose youngsters were 

making their First Holy Communion or being Confirmed. Those celebrations will have to be 

re-arranged after the lifting of restrictions. 

We continue to offer Mass for you and your intentions in the big empty church, looking 

forward to the day when we can come together once more as a worshipping community.  

In the meantime, let us hold each other up in prayer. 

God love you and bless you! 

Fr Séamus  

Parish Priest  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


