
Sermon 24: Ephesians 5:5-7: Living in Light of Judgement

OUTLINE

The certainty of judgement
The basis of judgement
The objects of judgement
The nature of judgement

INTRODUCTION

What do all these verses have in common? 2 Cor. 5:10-11, ‘For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done
in the body, whether good or evil.  Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade 
others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience.’  
2 Pet. 3:11, 14, ‘Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought 
you to be in lives of holiness and godliness?’  ‘Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for 
these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.’  
1 Pet. 4:7, ‘The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded 
for the sake of your prayers.’

All of these verses are seeking to motivate Christians to live in light of the end of the world 
and the final judgement.  This is what Paul is doing in Eph. 5:5-7, ‘For you may be sure of 
this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an 
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with
empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them.’  Paul we began to show in 
the last message is concerned about our personal purity and is motivating the Ephesians to 
be pure.  He has highlighted the specific sins of sexual immorality, impurity and 
covetousness as sins which Christians must not be involved in because of their identity of 
saints.  In the verses before us Paul goes on to give another motivation to avoid the same 
sins, because of the certainty of judgement.  We will be dividing these verses up into four 
parts looking at four aspects of the judgement, the certainty of judgement, the basis of 
judgement, the objects of judgement and the nature of judgement.     
 
The Certainty of judgement

Firstly, Paul talks about the certainty of judgement.  Twice this is emphasized in the words, 
‘For you may be sure of this,’ and ‘Let no one deceive you with empty words.’  Why does he 
feel the need to emphasize that there will indeed be a judgement?  He does this because it 
is typical for the unbelieving heart not only to deny the truth of sin and salvation but 
judgement as well.  It was a common distinctive of the false teachers in the first century to 
deny that sin would be judged.  There were gnostic views about sin that did not see the sins
of the flesh as damning and so could be indulged.  Peter talks about how scoffers were 
prevalent and prophesied in the first century church, 2 Pet. 3:1-4, This is now the second 
letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind 
by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and 
the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, 
that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires.’ 
There are always naysayers to judgement.  Many look at the pervasive and accepted way 
once things that were thought to be sin have now been institutionalized and cannot agree 
that these things are worthy of judgement.  Everyone is sleeping around before marriage, 



everyone is getting drunk, everyone looks at porn, these realities can intimidate the 
believer.  But here is the reality we rest on, the Bible makes clear what will be judged not 
what is publicly acceptable.  Will we accept the authority of God’s word or capitulate 
because thousands even millions of sinners disagree?  Let God be true and every man a liar!

The objects of judgement

Secondly, Paul talks about the objects of judgment.  ‘Everyone who is sexually immoral, or 
impure or who is covetous;’ and in v6, ‘the sons of disobedience.’  These are a group of 
people who are being distinguished from the saints.  It is possible that a Christian can fall 
into one of these sins and repent and be restored, this verse is not promising judgement on 
the penitent.  No these verses are describing those whose lives are characterized by these 
sins, those whose character is such that they are called sons of disobedience as their main 
characteristic.  This is describing those who flaunt and reject God’s law.  This is not the 
believer who is typified by obedience, warring against sin, and walking in holiness but this is
describing the fruit of a heart given over to self-rule not God. 

Let me ask you how prevalent is sexual sin today?  Here are some statistics from a pew 
survey done in 2020 merely on the issue of sex outside of marriage.  Those who are not 
affiliated with any religion, like atheists, agnostics or the new ‘nones’ were surveyed.  62% it
is always ok for consenting adults in a long term relationship to have sex outside of 
marriage, sadly 33% of Christians agree; 17% of the unaffiliated said it is sometimes ok, 
sadly 24% percent of Christians agreed; among the unaffiliated 7% said it was rarely ok, 
and 14% never, 10% of Christians surveyed said it was rarely ok, and only 32% of 
Christians reflected the biblical view which said it is sin and is never ok.1  Putting all of that 
together ½ of the US Christians surveyed thought that it was always or sometimes ok to 
have sex before marriage.  What does Paul say about the eternity of those who practice 
such an ethic, ‘For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or 
impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath 
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.’  

Any Christian who practices these things is not a Christian.  We test a believer by their fruit, 
and if their lives are filled with the same sins of those who do not believe in God and His 
word as the rule for how they live their lives, it is proof that their Christianity is nothing 
more than a lie.  There are many people who are Christian in name who will be in for a 
terrible surprise on judgment day.    

The basis for judgement

Thirdly, we see the basis for judgement, for ‘sexual immorality, impurity and covetousness 
(that is an idolater).’  Sex is a gift from God, it is something ‘natural’ but it has been given 
by God to be a picture of His intimacy with us and to be practiced in the covenant 
relationship of marriage.  God is not a prude, sex is good in its given place.  But, if we take 
our sexuality and make it any way we please, if we allow the sinful desires of our hearts to 
override God’s authority in ruling us, if we rebel against His laws, we will suffer His 
judgements.  Paul is not saying that sexuality is wrong just illegitimate sexuality.  Likewise 
with covetousness, it is not all desiring that is wrong but that desiring that contradicts His 
word.  Lust and greed are some of the most pervasive sins in our culture today, they are 

1 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/31/half-of-u-s-christians-say-casual-sex-between-
consenting-adults-is-sometimes-or-always-acceptable/



now virtues and celebrated, just as they were in the Greek religions of the ancient world, 
they are still wrong and God is still going to judge them.

Covetousness or greed is called idolatry, why is that? ‘Note that covetousness is the root 
cause of all sin, because when people sin, it is basically people doing what they desire, 
rather than what God desires. [ You always break the first commandment, have not other 
gods before me when you sin; and you always break the 10th commandment, you shall not 
covet when you sin].  This in turn amounts to worship of self rather than worship of God, 
and this is the very essence of idolatry! The great Puritan writer Stephen Charnock spared 
no words in describing it this way...

All sin is founded in a secret atheism.… All the wicked inclinations in the heart… are sparks 
from this latent fire; the language of everyone of these is, “I would be a Lord to myself, and
would not have a God superior to me.”… In sins of omission we own not God, in neglecting 
to perform what He enjoins; in sins of commission we set up some lust in the place of God, 
and pay to that the homage which is due to our Maker.… We deny His sovereignty when we
violate His laws… Every sin invades the rights of God, and strips Him of one or other of His 
perfections.… Every sin is a kind of cursing God in the heart; an aim at the destruction of 
the being of God; not actually, but virtually… A man in every sin aims to set up his own will 
as his rule, and his own glory as the end of his actions against the will and glory of God.’2  

Sadly covetousness is a hidden sin and so it is only by being vigilant over our hearts, by 
satisfying our hearts in Christ that we overcome it.  Sadly it is also a respectable sin, being a
connoisseur of the good things in life is respectable, having ambitions and being successful 
and rich is seen as a good thing.  An unsatisfied heart that accuses and doubts God can 
have many disguises.  The remedy to lust and greed is contentment and satisfaction in 
Christ. 

The nature of judgement

Fourthly, and finally we see the nature of God’s judgement, a negative and a positive, it 
consists of ‘no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God;’ and the outpouring of the 
‘wrath of God.’  Firstly, for those who persist in sin, they will be judged and this consists in 
no inheritance.  Inheritance is something you leave for children, these are not children of 
God but of disobedience.  This is the taking away, the absence of all good things.  The final 
judgement will have no comforts, no consolation prizes, God will take away all His gifts you 
have in this life and bestow none of those stored up in the New Creation.  

Secondly, there will be the wrath of God.  , ‘the wrath of God.’  For many these are two 
words that never go together, and some have so disliked it that they have removed them 
altogether.  Marcion, the 2nd Century heretic, who taught that the God of the OT was a 
legalistic monster, but the God of the NT was a gracious God of love; the same one who 
took scissors to the NT and removed all references to law keeping only Luke’s Gospel and 
most of Paul’s letters; he took the words ‘of God’ out of Romans 1:18.  C. H. Dodd was a 
biblical scholar who did not like the notion of God’s wrath, so he explained it in impersonal 
terms, saying that God’s wrath is not a wrath that comes from Him personally but merely 
the bad cause and effect consequences that result from our own actions that are built into 
the universe by God.  It is of course true, but not what Paul means here by ‘the wrath of 
God.’  Today’s culture scoffs at the idea of God’s wrath, psychology tells us it is the sub 
conscious projection of an angry father; Science tells us that all religions spring from a fear 

2 https://www.preceptaustin.org/ephesians_55-6



of the unknown, and science has been the myth-buster showing that it is not demons/gods 
but germs that make people sick, etc.  There are those who claim to be Christians who tell 
us that Paul was in error repeating his Rabbinic learning.  And many well-meaning Christians
who think God has no wrath and all bad things that happen are attributed to the devil.    

The wrath of God would have been as unpopular in Paul’s day as it is in ours.  In Greek 
philosophy the idea of wrath in God was perceived as a weakness.  “Greek philosophy had 
long ago repudiated emphatically the conception common to primitive and popular Greek 
religion and to the Old Testament.  Anger was a weak and discreditable emotion, it taught, 
in men, and to attribute such an emotion to a divine being was absurd and blasphemous.”3  
We see that Paul was not willing to reshape his message to suite the intellectuals of his day,
but taught what the Bible reveals and likewise we should do the same.  

The OT alone mentions God’s wrath nearly 600 times using 20 different words.  And the NT 
intensifies the discussion.  Jesus talks about hell more than any other person, and in the 
letter to the Romans, God’s wrath is mentioned 10 times.  That God’s wrath is taught in the 
Bible is not problematic, what is a problem is how we understand it.  It is then that we are 
faced with some bigger questions like, can God be both loving and wrathful?  

John Murray’s discussion of God’s wrath warns us against the opposite extremes of making 
God to be the worst of our sinful anger, or passionless in His punishment of sin.  “Wrath in 
God must not be conceived of in terms of the fitful passion with which anger is frequently 
associated in us.  But to construe God’s wrath as consisting simply in His purpose to punish 
sin or to secure the connection between sin and misery is to equate wrath with its effects 
and virtually eliminate wrath as a movement in the mind of God.  Wrath is a holy revulsion 
of God’s being against that which is the contradiction of His holiness.”4  This definition helps 
us to see God’s wrath not as our anger, but also it guards us from seeing Him as passionless
and with no anger.

Next we need to emphasize that God’s wrath is not essential to His being but relational.  In 
other words, God is not wrath in the same way that He is love.  Love is a ‘default’ setting for
God, but wrath is not, it is something that is provoked.  For example, in Eden, or in eternity 
past when all there was was the Trinity, wrath is not something God would have exercised.  
He would naturally have loved, but not been wrathful.  God’s wrath is provoked by sin.  It is 
his holiness, justice and righteousness responding to sin.  So then, God’s wrath is not 
something that we should view as God’s default setting, an angry cantankerous God who is 
just waiting for someone to do something wrong.  No, this is the opposite of how the Bible 
portrays Him.  His wrath is provoked by sin.  We might say that wrath and punishment are 
not natural to God, they are not part of the native habitat of the community within the 
Trinity.  But when sin enters the world, then God who is holy and just, who is perfect in 
righteousness, He must and will punish all sin, everything that is in contradiction to His 
being.  And so listen to how the Bible describes God’s wrath, Psalm 103:8, “The LORD is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”  Lamentations 3:33, 
“for he does not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men.” 

 This is not God’s temper tantrum but the final act of God’s justice upon sin.  There is the 
wrath of God that He pours out in this age which is not His full wrath against sin, but the 

3 Leon Morris, The Apostolic preaching of the cross, (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing company, Grand Rapids, MI: 
1974), p184.  

4 John Murray, The Epistle to the Romans, (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, London, UK: 1970), p35.  



wrath spoken of here is God’s judgement day wrath.  All this time He has been restraining 
His punishments giving sinners opportunity to repent, Gods wrath is the final outpouring of 
His justice giving sin its full deserts.  Every sin will finally be judged, not one sin will be 
unaccounted for.  What does sin deserve?  Well, look at the cross, the God man had to 
leave His throne, He had to live a life of obedience in our place, He had to die for us under 
that wrath.  Maybe you think that it doesn’t look so bad, but look at the Garden of 
Gethsemane, look at how He begs for the cup to be passed but how He submits to it for us. 
If the God man trembled at what it meant to be under the wrath of God then you too should
tremble.  Rev. 20:11-20, ‘Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw 
the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was
written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who
were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, 
each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was 
not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.’  And there will be 
no end of the torment, Rev. 14:11.  

Jesus died on the cross suffering the wrath of God so that we would not have to, will you 
accept this offer of amnesty and His death as your payment?  Will you turn from your sins 
or will you mock, ignore, put off, or pretend there is no final accountability for how you live 
your life?  Those who claim to be Christians and live like the sons of disobedience, do not be
deceived, God is not mocked you will reap what you so.  Christians if they are true believers 
will be committed to obeying God not their desires.  So then be pure in your personal purity 
for you are a saint and because there is a judgement for those who don’t.  

           
          


