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With this interactive lesson, students will learn about the major events of the 
Spanish-American War, examine the influence of yellow journalism on newspapers, and 
experience the newsie strike by becoming a newsie in 1899. 

Both lesson days also offer modern connections. On the first day of class, students will learn 
how to analyze news articles to determine whether they are fair or biased. On the second day, 
students will examine three current news articles discussing strikes and union formation.  

Great for grades 7 - 10!

Students will learn about the 
major events of the 
Spanish-American war, 
analyze news articles for 
yellow journalism, and 
“experience” the newsie 
strike. 

8.3b The Spanish-American 
War contributed to the rise of 
the United States as an 
imperial power.

8.3b.1 - Students will examine 
examples of yellow journalism 
that contributed to United 
States entry into the 
Spanish-American War, 
including the portrayal of the 
sinking of the USS Maine.

8.3b.2 - Students will explain 
how the events and outcomes 
of the Spanish-American War 
contributed to the shift to 
imperialism in United States 
foreign policy.

Teachers will need to decide how they would like to present this lesson to students. They 
might wish to use the handout, or have students complete the lesson through digital 
platform like Pear Deck (the slideshow will require a small amount of editing to make it Pear 
Deck ready). This lesson is planned for two class days, but it could be easily stretched to third 
day of class if teachers decide that they would prefer that students complete the exit tickets 
during class time. 

If teachers are having students complete the readings with paper, they will need to have 
highlighters for the lesson on day one. 

● Discuss slides 1-8 with students and review the details of the events that 
led to the Spanish-American War and yellow journalism. (20 min.)

● Review the terms relating to media analysis with students. (5 min)
● Have students practice with the article discussing Beauty and the Beast. 

This could be done through paper, or digitally in Google Slides, or with a 
program like Pear Deck. Then, have students share what they found. (5 
min.)

● Now, have students work through the two slides discussing the Maine 
explosion. Teachers have options here. Students might work in partners 
(and one student might read aloud to the other), the teacher can read 
the article to the class as students highlight, or the teachers might have 
students do the first as a class and the second individually. (10 min.)

● For the exit ticket for this lesson, teachers should read the text below. 
Teachers might also opt to use this exit ticket as  bell ringer for class the 
next day. It will spark some good discussions among the students. 

Directions for the Exit Ticket on Day 1:
1. Pick a current news topic that is not overtly political. Then you can either:

2. Screenshot headlines from a variety of news sources and add them here or…
3. Use a free app called “Moda News.” Just download the app, pick a headline, and quickly 

share several headlines at once. (Just click the three dots, then “share topic image,” and 
then email the image to yourself.) A variety of headlines will be automatically generated 
for you.

DA
Y 1

- What caused the 
Spanish-American War?
- How did yellow journalism 
influence the declaration of 
war? 
- Why did the newsies strike 
in 1899?
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Great for grades 7 - 10!

Student Sources:
● A copy of the Google Slides presentation (can be provided through Google 

Classroom) if needed. This presentation can be assigned as a fully digital lesson, or 
be used in some combination with the printed handout. 

● A copy of the handouts for students. 

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the presentation. This link will prompt 

you to make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the handouts.
● Key for yellow journalism slides

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but not limited to 
the following:
● Kinzer, Stephen. Overthrow / America’s Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. 

Henry Holt & Company, 2007.
● Henretta, James A., et al. America’s History. Bedford/St. Martins, 2014.
● https://www.boweryboyshistory.com/2010/06/newsies-vs-world-newsboys-strike-of.

html
● https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/citizen-hearst-when-newsies

-took-william-randolph-hearst/
● https://apwu.org/news/exploited-children-organize-defeat-newspaper-titans

● For this day, teachers should start on slide 16. (Note, the videos for slides 
16  and 17 have been set for open access. If they don’t work for you, it is 
unfortunately, an issue with your school’s settings. They can be deleted 
without issue.)

● Guide students through the remainder of the slides and have then provide 
answers when prompted. Students should be asked to share the stories 
they write about their newsie experience with classmates.  Other 
questions should be discussed as a class also.  This makes the lesson much 
more engaging and inviting.(30 min) 

● Give students time to listen to the stories and complete the questions 
discussing the modern unions and strikes. Connections can also be made 
to the strikes of the industrial era. 

DA
Y 2

https://www.boweryboyshistory.com/2010/06/newsies-vs-world-newsboys-strike-of.html
https://www.boweryboyshistory.com/2010/06/newsies-vs-world-newsboys-strike-of.html
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/citizen-hearst-when-newsies-took-william-randolph-hearst/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/citizen-hearst-when-newsies-took-william-randolph-hearst/
https://apwu.org/news/exploited-children-organize-defeat-newspaper-titans
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Name ___________________________
Social Studies

February 15, 1898 - Havana, Cuba
● A massive explosion sunk the 

U.S.S. Maine in Havana harbor
● 260 American crew members 

were killed 
● The ship had been stationed in the 

harbor to protect U.S. interests

When the Maine sank, Hearst and Pulitzer 
published headlines and stories that blamed the 
Spanish.  

There was no evidence that the Spanish were 
the cause of the explosion. It was eventually 
found to be a fire that broke out in the coal 
storage on the ship.

Historical Context (highlight blue) - is informational or fact based text 

Influencing Words (highlight pink) - this is text that uses strong adjectives or descriptive 
words to generate emotions

Perspective (highlight green) - this is when differing points of view are presented in the 
same story

He is evidently waiting to write a full report. 
So long as he does not express himself, I 
certainly cannot. I should think from the 
indications, however, that there was an 
accident – that the magazine exploded. 
How that came about I do not know. For the 
present, at least, no other warship will be 
sent to Havana.” 

Capt. Schuley, who has had experience with 
such large and complicated machines of 
war as the New York, did not entertain the 
idea that the ship had been destroyed by 
design (on purpose). He had found that with 
frequent and very careful inspection fire 
would sometimes be generated in the coal 
bunkers, and he told of such a fire on board 
of the New York close to the magazine, and 
so hot that the heat had blistered the steel 
partition between the fire and the 
ammunition before the bunkers and 
magazine were flooded. He was not 
prepared to believe that the Spanish or 
Cubans in Havana were supplied with either 
the information or the appliances necessary 
to enable them to make so complete a work 
of demolition, while the Maine was under 
guard… 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 – After a day of 
intense excitement at the Navy Department 
and elsewhere, growing out of the 
destruction of the battleship Maine in 
Havana Harbor last night, the situation at 
sundown… can be summed up in the words 
of Secretary Long. When asked as he was 
about to depart for the day whether he had 
reason to suspect that the disaster was the 
work of the enemy, replied: “I do not. In that 
I am influenced by the fact that Capt. 
Sigsbee has not yet reported to the Navy 
Department on the cause.


