
Sermon 4: 1 Kings 2:13-46: Choosing a kingdom 
 
OUTLINE 
 
Adonijah’s choices 
Joab’s choices 
Shimei’s choices 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Having any other king but the God-given King Christ is the heart of sin.  In our day and age 
we don’t have real kings any more so this notion might fall on deaf ears.  But the portion 
before us reminds us that there are many things that we serve as kings that are not 
necessarily flesh and blood.  We are looking at the succession of Solomon to the throne.  
David has just died, and David’s closing words to Solomon were about dealing with those 
subversive elements which were challenges to his reign.  The portion before us records four 
men who chose their own kingdoms over God’s, their own king instead of God’s.  In this 
portion we want to focus on the three main characters mentioned who chose an idol of their 
own hearts over the king they ought to have served.  This portion is not merely a look into 
some bloody Ancient Near Eastern politics, we see the choices men and women make and 
what they choose in the place of Christ.   
 
First up we want to look at Adonijah who chooses the idol of power and sex over submitting 
to the king.  Secondly, we want to view Joab’s choices for power in the place of God’s 
choice, and finally we want to look at Shimei who chooses the prosperity and security of his 
own house rather than submitting to the king.  Money, sex and power are among the 
choices these men made. 
 
Adonijah’s choices 
 
The morality of the things Solomon does in this chapter are often questioned.  The point of 
the account before us is not to give us mud to sling at Solomon but to see God working to 
secure Solomon’s throne and fulfil His promises to David.  This portion is bracketed with two 
key verses by which we are to interpret these events.  V12, ‘So Solomon sat on the throne 
of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.’  And, v46, ‘So the kingdom was 
established in the hand of Solomon.’  Therefore this abbreviated account should be read in 
light of its purpose, the details given are not necessarily exhaustive for a judicial trial, but 
they are to show how Solomon’s throne was made stable.  So I am not going to spend time 
speculating on how moral everything in this text is.   
 
Our portion begins with Adonijah, the one who had attempted to steal Solomon’s throne in 
the last chapter, and who had submitted to Solomon and acknowledged him as king, 
strategizing to put himself in a favourable position to take the throne.  We can see from v15 
that Adonijah still has strong feelings about being the king and fells himself hard done by.  
So he approaches the King’s mother, not the king himself, to ask a favour.  He couches his 
request in light of his losses making his request sound like a reasonable compensation for 
his losses.  ‘He said, "You know that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel fully 
expected me to reign. However, the kingdom has turned about and become my brother's, 
for it was his from the LORD.16 And now I have one request to make of you; do not refuse 
me." She said to him, "Speak."’   
 



Now before we get to his sinful request let us first stop and look at how he justifies his sin.  
The lie he tells to Bathsheba to make his request sound to understandable is the same as 
the lie we tell ourselves when we angle for our sins.  Remember the heart is deceitful above 
all things, this is the way your heart speaks to you about your sins.  ‘You did not get what 
you really wanted, even though there are those who agree with you that you should get it, 
now you poor little thing, you deserve a compensation prize here is an indulgence, go and 
sin freely.’  You have heard of people comfort eating when they get depressed well after a 
great disappointment we justify comfort sinning by the hurts we have endured. 
 
V17, ‘And he said, "Please ask King Solomon---he will not refuse you---to give me Abishag 
the Shunammite as my wife."’  Who is she and what is the significance of his request?  She 
was the most beautiful girl in Israel who was found for David to keep him warm.  She was 
David’s last royal concubine.  Two things would have driven Adonijah to this request.  
Firstly, she was the most beautiful girl in Israel, and secondly, it was common custom to 
stake your claim on a conquered king’s kingdom by sleeping with his concubines.  This was 
Absalom’s tactic when he tried to take the throne in 2 Sam. 16:20-23. 
 
Solomon had mercy upon Adonijah and did not kill him for his high treason which was a 
capital offence, and this is how Adonijah returns Solomon’s kindness.  He wants to commit 
incest against his father’s wife; he wants to have the most beautiful girl in Israel; he wants 
to situate himself to take the throne that God and the nation said he could not have.  These 
are the idols of Adonijah’s heart, lust and power.  Remember that an idol is identified by 
what makes you mad; bad; sad or glad.  Adonijah is sad over what God said he could not 
have and is willing to be bad in breaking God’s will in situating himself to get the throne.  
This is a potent challenge to our hearts today.  Do you feel you deserve a little spoiling 
because of your hard work or your suffering?  Do you have your heart set on illegitimate lust 
or position?  A wife might say to herself that her husband is not very nice to her so she 
makes friends with a male colleague at work.  Or a husband might feel that his wife is not 
attentive enough to his needs so he indulges in a bit of pornography on the side.  The single 
person might say to themselves that they have suffered singleness so long that they 
‘deserve’ some comfort and entertain relationships with unbelievers or sexual immorality.  
The delusion we tell ourselves that we need our idols comes from forgetting that God is 
enough, and those who pursue holiness are happiest.   
 
We are not told what Bathsheba thought, only that she said she would speak to the king.  
Perhaps she even knew how Solomon would respond.  Bathsheba delivers her request and 
Solomon responds, v22-25, ‘King Solomon answered his mother, "And why do you ask 
Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also, for he is my older 
brother, and on his side are Abiathar the priest and Joab the son of Zeruiah."23 Then King 
Solomon swore by the LORD, saying, "God do so to me and more also if this word does not 
cost Adonijah his life!24 Now therefore as the LORD lives, who has established me and 
placed me on the throne of David my father, and who has made me a house, as he 
promised, Adonijah shall be put to death today."25 So King Solomon sent Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada, and he struck him down, and he died.’   
 
Joab’s choices 
 
The execution of Adonijah set the ball rolling for Solomon to deal with the party members of 
the last coup.  Solomon moves against the three key people who would have been the most 
influential in Adonijah’s last attempt.  Abiathar is a minor figure in this narrative and 
although he deserves death Solomon spares him on account of the fact that he is a priest 
who carried the Ark of the Covenant, v26-27. His removal from office is given the signature 



of divine approval by the statement that the prophecy against Eli and his family has been 
fulfilled. 
 
Then there is Joab, v28, ‘When the news came to Joab---for Joab had supported Adonijah 
although he had not supported Absalom---Joab fled to the tent of the LORD and caught hold 
of the horns of the altar.’   Joab is an interesting character to me, he is a man who has a 
veneer of religion, he is loyal to a fault, but he also seems to me to be a man whose self-
identity is defined by being a warrior and a general.  How we see ourselves shapes how we 
act.  It will shape our values, our morality, and dictate for us how we should act.  Joab was 
obviously an angry and violent man who was also skilled as a fighter and leader, his skill set 
made the general of David’s army a good fit for him.  He was the sort of person you wanted 
fighting for you and not against you.  But this was his weakness as well as his strength.   
 
Because he saw himself as a fighting man and made to be a general his view of himself led 
him into all sorts of actions.  The ones that concern us are the murders of Abner and 
Amasa.  Abner was a potential replacement for Joab if those who were part of Saul’s party 
joined with David’s.  And Amasa was a replacement for Joab after he had been demoted for 
murdering Absalom.  Joab did terrible things like help murder Uriah when it could put David 
in his debt and strengthen his position in the army, but he would disobey David when it did 
not suit him, like when David made Amasa general instead of him.  Joab was defined by this 
role and to live without being general was to have no identity.  He depended upon it for his 
significance and satisfaction and so served it as his god.  When Adonijah approached him to 
be a kingmaker and become more esteemed in this position.  And when he had to decide 
whether he wanted to be in the army under a man who was supposed to change the future 
of Israel and be a man of peace.  We can be sure that Joab continued to act out of what he 
thought of himself and how that shaped what he did and what he felt was right.   
 
What defines you?  Do you see yourself as a human being made in the image of God?  Do 
you know yourself as a creature made to be in fellowship who is to find your identity, 
happiness and prosperity in His will.  We are facing a crisis in our culture today, we are no 
longer able to answer the most basic questions.  Who am I?  Why am I here?  With the 
denial of all outside authority, the truth of the bible’s answer to these questions is lost.  This 
generation more than any other is being told that the truth the only truth they can trust is 
the one they discover within themselves.  In the past even in wrong religions, at least some 
of the light of general revelation would shape our view of ourselves.  Maleness and 
femaleness were defined, the family was defined, right and wrong were generally defined, 
but now all of that is given up as oppressive and controlling and true freedom is being free 
to self-define.   
 
In this sort of climate our young people are more vulnerable to manipulation than ever 
before.  With all the traditional authorities undermined and the new authority of the 
subjective self put in their place, they are ships without a rudder, at the mercy of whatever 
prevailing wind blows upon them.  Some are defined by consumerism, by technology, by 
sinful sexual desires, by a sport, or like Joab by position and power.  God calls us to know 
ourselves in light of the word.  The true you, is a person made in God’s image but who is 
also fallen in sin.  You are a sinner who is subject to wrong desires who is not only incapable 
of curing or changing yourself, but every action perpetuates your guilt and heaps more and 
more condemnation upon yourself.  In your weakness and ignorance, and like Joab you 
wrongly and blindly follow your sinful desires thinking that by pursuing them you are being 
true to yourself and will find what you are looking for.  But you are only lying to yourself, 
increasing your guilt and self-inflicted pain.  But God has sent His Son to save you from your 
self-abuse and self-definition to bring you back to the truth of what He made you to be, a 



holy worshipper.  A worshipper, a servant, a holy image bearer made to walk in His ways.  
Joab a testimony to a life defined by the wrong things, and it results in his death, v29-35.   
 
Shimei’s choices 
 
Solomon not only goes after those from Adonijah’s party but after Shimei as well.  Shimei an 
influential Benjaminite who was alble to gather a large group to welcome David back to 
Jerusalem is separated from his power base and forced to live under house arrest for his 
actions against King David.  Here is a man who deserves to die who is put under probation.  
V37-38, ‘For on the day you go out and cross the brook Kidron, know for certain that you 
shall die. Your blood shall be on your own head."38 And Shimei said to the king, "What you 
say is good; as my lord the king has said, so will your servant do." So Shimei lived in 
Jerusalem many days.’  We see here the conditions of his probation, he forfeits his life if he 
ever leaves Jerusalem.  Shimei agrees to this and we are told in v42 that Shimei was made 
to swear by the LORD’s name that he would abide by this agreement.   
 
But Shimei had no regard for the honour of God’s name but only the state of the financial 
prosperity of his household.  In v39 we are told that two of his servants ran away, they 
were discovered, and with no regard for God’s name by which he vowed, nor even seeking 
permission from the king, he went and made up for his financial losses by going and 
reclaiming his property.  Obeying the king and honouring the Lord’s name are less important 
than the loss of slaves.  He has been warned at the risk of his life not to leave Jerusalem, 
but he is fixed on his possessions and goes to reclaim them.  Shimei’s turning back on his 
word for financial reasons is like the seed sown among the thorns.  He got what was coming 
to him.  He reminds us of those who are et on dishonest gain, who are greedy and 
covetous.   
 
So here are three men, each was supposed to submit to God’s will and accept God’s king.  
Adonijah refused God’s will choosing sex and power; Joab rejected God’s will choosing his 
position and power; Shimei disobeyed the authority of the king to keep his worldly 
possessions.  We have a clear demonstration of what our hearts are prone to do. We all 
have a tendency to replace God with idols.  Jesus has come to save us from this slavery.  He 
has come to pay for our crimes and set an example of satisfying human living.  He loved 
God and not idols, and by His holy life and death not only paid for a full forgiveness for our 
adulterous hearts, but modelled the faithful life for us to follow.                                      


