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Have you had the opportunity to participate in the land use-related 
courses made available through the Penn State Extension Service at 
TCRPC’s Lunch & Learn program? 

Recent topics covered through this program include:
• Broadband Technologies and Constraints;
• Making Planning More Adaptable;
• Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic and Potential Redevelopment 

Options for Retail Spaces; and
• Planning for Growth, Prosperity, and Resiliency.

The next topic in the series is “Community Needs Assessments That 
Planners Should Know About,” which will be held May 19. Persons 
interested in joining us for this and other future sessions can register and 
join us in our conference room -- following current COVID guidelines, of 
course. 

In an effort to build upon the training made available through the 
Extension Service, TCRPC plans to take advantage of the upcoming 
summer break in the regular offerings by providing training through our 
top sponsorship organizations.

We are currently working to secure AICP Certification Maintenance (CM) credits for four sessions:
• June – Using Open Space to Deliver Economic, Social and Environmental Benefits (HRG);
• July – Tough but Fair on Freight and Warehousing (Larson Design Group);
• August – PennDOT Connects Municipal Support Program (Gannett Fleming);
• September – TCRPC Planning Toolkit.

We hope that you’ll be able to join us for some, if not all, of these training opportunities. We expect to offer 
them as “hybrid” training sessions, with registration available on a first-come, first-served basis for in-office 
participation and online access available to others.

Additionally, TCPRC continues to partner with the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs to sponsor 
training and education through their Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Education Institute (PMPEI) 
program. PMPEI classes regularly include Building a Strong Planning Commission; The Limits to Zoning; 
Managing the Subdivision Review Process; and The Zoning Officer & Zoning Hearing Board.

TCRPC will sponsor a selection of these courses in the fall, making them available to our region’s officials 
and residents at no cost. More information on the courses is available at www.pmpei.org. 

Details on how to participate in all of the above opportunities will be available soon on our website and 
social media.

From Executive Director Steve Deck, AICP

Enhanced Training On the Way

http://www.tcrpc-pa.org
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ehvxfgh190b91429&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.pmpei.org
http://www.tcrpc-pa.org
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/social-media
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Still not sure 
how our Zoom 

meetings 
work?

Click here for 
TCRPC’s handy 

guide.

2020 Annual Report & Building Activity Report Now Available Online

Our 2020 Annual Report and Building Activity Report are available on our website 
for reading or download.

As always, the annual report highlights the past year’s accomplishments of the 
regional planning program, the Dauphin County Planning Commission, the Perry 
County Planning Commission, and the Harrisburg Area Transportation Study.

Additionally, the 2020 Building Activity Report shows Dauphin and Perry counties 
continued to experience a growth in building value over 2019 despite the COVID-19 
pandemic.

There were modest changes in most of the activity sectors with some exceptions.

In residential development, Dauphin County’s municipalities issued permits for 716 
new residential units in 2020, a slight decline from 723 issued in 2019. Conversely, 
Perry County experienced a notable increase, with 105 permits in 2020 compared to 
76 in 2019.

The area’s residential growth continues to occur primarily in the first-ring suburbs 
with smaller, infill development, matching the national trend in which residents 
prefer living on smaller lots closer to amenities and services.

In commercial development, the two counties issued 39 permits for new facilities 
in 2020, down from 56 in 2019. The drop wasn’t unexpected due to economic 
uncertainty over the pandemic. But the value of Dauphin County’s commercial 
development increased nevertheless, from $58.2 million in 2019 to $94 million in 
2020.

The number of commercial improvements and expansions also declined, from 592 
permits in 2019 to 371 in 2020. But the value of these projects increased as well, from 
$112.5 million in 2019 to $113.8 million in 2020.

Dauphin County’s permits for industrial improvements and expansions dropped from 
28 in 2019 to 18 in 2020. The value of these permits went up slightly, too, from $6.6 
million in 2019 to $6.8 million in 2020. The number of new industrial establishments 
held steady in 2020 at three permits, and the value remained closed, dropping from 
$8.4 million in 2019 to $8.3 million in 2020.

Overall, despite the effects of the pandemic, the figures in this report demonstrate a 
continued pattern of building the local tax-base and providing new job opportunities.
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http://www.mbakerintl.com
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/zoom
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/s/TCRPC2020AnnualReport.pdf
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/s/BuildingActivityReport2020.pdf
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http://www.hrg-inc.com
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TCRPC Coordinating 4-County Water Quality Management Plan 
By Jerry Duke, AICP, Dauphin County Planning Coordinator 

In its ongoing effort to support local governments’ environmental 
stewardship and water quality management, TCRPC recently 
received a $200,000 grant from the PA Department of 
Environmental Protection to coordinate Countywide Action Plans 
(CAP) for Dauphin, Perry, Juniata and Mifflin Counties.

A CAP is a blueprint for projects -- unique to each county -- that will 
clean up water, lower flood risks and improve the quality of life in our 
communities. 

TCRPC’s four-county effort is part of a 43-county program to 
improve water quality in the Susquehanna River Basin and the 
Chesapeake Watershed.

DEP has developed pollution reduction goals for each county, which 
will develop options to meet those goals. By working cooperatively to improve water quality, communities will avoid 
having stricter requirements placed on them in the future.

TCRPC has started work on the CAP and has contracted with Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. (HRG) to facilitate the 
process. We expect the plan to take six months to complete.

HRG will invite stakeholders and other interested persons and organizations to participate in virtual meetings to gather 
insight and feedback. Participants will be asked to share interests, identify issues and brainstorm solutions to meet 
our clean water goals. There will be additional opportunities to get involved as we transition to implementing the CAP 
during the last quarter of 2021. 

If you wish to take part in this planning process, email planning@tcrpc-pa.org or call 717-234-2639. 

Please watch the TCRPC website for more CAP and water quality-related information. 

http://www.wsp.com
http://www.rettew.com
http://www.smithlandusa.com
https://www.kittelson.com/
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/WIP3/GetInvolved/Pages/Countywide-Action-Plans.aspx
mailto:planning%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
http://www.tcrpc-pa.org
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SAVE THE DATE!
TCRPC’S 

2021
ANNUAL 

LUNCHEON
Will be held

IN PERSON (we hope!)

THUR., OCT. 7
11:30 AM to 1:30 PM

DETAILS COMING SOON!

http://www.kci.com
http://www.csdavidson.com
http://www.dewberry.com
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Annual Traffic Counts Getting Underway In Area
By Tim Jones, HPMS Coordinator/GIS Technician

As traffic counting starts up again this year, please be careful of roadway personnel when you see them out doing their 
work.

Traffic counts are crucial because they aid in roadway design, engineering, project development and maintenance. 
Even local counts can have an impact on all transportation projects in an area.

This year, TCRPC will not only do its usual traffic counts for PennDOT, we’ve also been working with PA’s Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources on a counting program for Michaux State Forest in Franklin County. DCNR will 
start with a base dataset of the roads which will allow them to utilize their funding the best way possible. PennDOT has 
started to receive counts for locally owned roadways so DCNR’s counts will be accessible to the general public, too. The 
data will soon be accessible thru PennDOT’s TIRe online application.

Any counts that municipalities have been done on locally owned roads are encouraged to share their data with 
PennDOT, which will archive the data for free and make accessible to everyone.

For more information, email Tim Jones or call 717-234-2639.

Spring 2021 Regional Bike/Ped Counts Coming
By Andrew Bomberger, AICP, Transportation Planning Coordinator 

The Spring 2021 HATS Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts are coming up -- and we need 
volunteers!

We’ll be collecting data at various locations and times between Sunday, May 16 and 
Saturday, May 22. The counts provide vital data to our region’s planners, decision 
makers and anyone else interested in making walking and biking safer and more 
convenient in the HATS region.

The counts are conducted as part of the National Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Documentation Project. Count locations are determined as a cooperative 
effort between HATS planning staff, the HATS Bike/Ped Task Force and other 
local stakeholders.

Please click here for more information and to register.

Public Participation With Harrisburg Area Transportation Study
By Andrew Bomberger, AICP, Transportation Planning Coordinator

HATS Federal Certification Review
HATS will undergo the required FHWA- and FTA-led Federal Certification 
Review process on May 24-25.

The review will examine the entire transportation planning process, 
including development of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). As part of the Certification 
Review, a public meeting will be held on May 25 beginning at 9 AM.

If you’re interested in participating, please click here.

2045 Regional Transportation Plan
For the past few months, HATS staff has been hard at work engaging regional partners and municipalities to update 
the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). This update is focused on ensuring the RTP reflects current conditions and 
trends in the region by incorporating new data and results from ongoing planning studies and outreach efforts.

The Project Pipeline underwent significant updates, with re-prioritized evaluation criteria and new municipal outreach 
producing a new set of identified and prioritized Regional Transportation Needs. Other updates included Information 
on asset management, federal performance measures and environmental justice. 

HATS will hold an extended public comment period for both the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan and the Public 
Participation Plan from July 1 to August 31. Please check our website later this summer to learn how you can participate.

https://gis.penndot.gov/TIRe
mailto:tjones%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/bikeped
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/2021-hats-cert-review-public-meeting
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Every Detail MattersEvery Detail Matters

larsondesigngroup.com/services/transportation

Larson Design Group is an award-winning, employee-
owned Architecture, Engineering, Planning, and 

Consulting firm that is excited to partner with the  
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission.  

Our dedicated transportation experts have hundreds 
of years of combined experience delivering expertise, 

quality, and innovation to support all sizes of 
transportation projects including:

Traffic Planning & Engineering   |   Highway Engineering 
Bridge Engineering   |   Bridge Safety Inspection   

Construction Inspection Services

Creekview Road Interchange
Cumberland County

http://larsondesigngroup.com/services/transportation
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Pennsylvania’s New Move Over Law Now in Effect
By Kyle Snyder, Planner

Pennsylvania has a new Move Over Law that amends the “Steer 
Clear” Law. 

The revised law requires drivers who are unable to merge into a 
lane further away from an emergency response area to slow down 
to at least 20 miles per hour less than the posted speed limit. 

An emergency response area is where an emergency vehicle has 
its lights flashing or where road crews or emergency responders 
have lighted flares, posted signs, or are trying to warn travelers. 

There are increased penalties for drivers who do not follow the 
new rules :

• Two points for failing to merge into a lane not next to the 
emergency response area.

• Fines of $500 for first offenses, $1,000 for second, and $2,000 
for third and subsequent offenses. 

• A 90-day license suspension for third and subsequent 
offenses.

• License suspension for incidents resulting in serious injury or 
death.

• License suspension extended to six months if the injury or death involves an emergency service response or 
someone who was near a disabled vehicle. 

• Additional fines up to $10,000 for offenders who injure or kill an emergency responder or anyone near a disabled 
vehicle. 

• Doubled fines for certain traffic violations when committed in an emergency response area when there are first 
responders present. 

In case you weren’t aware, there’s a similar law that requires drivers to move over and slow down when approaching 
sanitation vehicles. For more information, please see PennDOT’s website.

There are additional resources and organizations which discuss Traffic Incident Management (TIM), which is a multi-
discipline approach to responding and clearing traffic incidents. PennTIME, the statewide initiative for expanding TIM 
efforts, offers free training and information for first responders and the public. TCRPC supports two TIM teams in South 
Central PA. 

For more information about any of our ongoing safety initiatives, please email Kyle Snyder or call 717-234-2639.

Update on Dauphin County Regional Stormwater Program
By Jerry Duke, AICP, Dauphin County Planning Coordinator

TCRPC has continued its work on the best approaches for 
stormwater issues in Dauphin County.

In mid-2020, in cooperation with the Dauphin County 
Conservation District, TCRPC hired HRG, Inc. to complete an 
analysis with the goal of seeking cost-effect, short- and long-
term stormwater solutions for Dauphin County’s municipalities.

The study showed that water quality and cost savings can 
be achieved through shared services. Several meetings were 
held to provide the information about the results. Public and 
municipal officials provided input which led to many program 
modifications. Included in the presentations was information 
regarding the potential cost savings and the member 
contributions necessary for program operation.   

As the result of the positive feedback, we have moved forward 
on the next step of the program: the development of a workable cooperative agreement between the county and the 
participating municipalities. This document is currently receiving a full legal review. When completed, a draft copy will 
be forwarded to the municipalities for their review and consideration.

Upon the receipt of this document, we anticipate further discussions will be held regarding establishing procedures 
within the regional program to solve stormwater related problems countywide.

A sedimentation pond at a construction site on 
Linglestown Road in Lower Paxton Township

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2019&sessInd=0&billBody=S&billTyp=B&billNbr=1281&pn=2103
https://www.penndot.gov/TravelInPA/Safety/TrafficSafetyAndDriverTopics/Pages/Move-Over,-Slow-Down.aspx
https://www.paturnpike.com/PennTIME/
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/tim
mailto:ksnyder%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=


     TCRPC Spring 2021 Newsletter 9

FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA ACCOUNTS FOR 

NEWS & UPDATES!

Click the buttons

DESIGN MATTERS.DESIGN MATTERS.
AND EVERYTHING WE DO ISAND EVERYTHING WE DO IS
BY DESIGN. BY DESIGN. 

http://www.dauphincounty.org
https://www.facebook.com/TriCounty/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1481553/admin/
https://twitter.com/TCRPC
http://www.rgsassociates.com/
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http://www.gannettfleming.com
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Update on Perry County’s Next Comprehensive Plan
By Jason Finnerty, Perry County Planning Coordinator

At just past the midway point of Perry County’s two-
month public survey process for its next comprehensive 
plan, the county’s Planning Commission had received 853 
surveys. The breakdown of the nine survey options at that 
point was:  

• Community Facilities - 163
• Economic Development - 102
• Housing - 89
• Natural Resources & Recreation – 83
• Transportation - 83
• Quality of Life - 82
• Land Use - 82
• Historic & Cultural Resources - 82
• Energy Systems - 78

To shed some light on what the surveys were revealing, 
here are some of the initial responses:

Question 2 of the Natural Resources and Recreation 
Survey states that “Approximately 23% of the county’s 
land area is held in public ownership or development 
deferred easements.” Then its asks, “Do you feel additional 
county funds should go toward additional open space 
preservation to protect and preserve Perry County’s 
natural resources?” The responses at that point were: 
67.5% Yes, 9% No, and 9.6 % Uncertain/No Opinion (see pie 
chart at top right).

Question 13 in the Housing Survey asks, “What type 
of housing options should developers consider in 
Perry County?” The initial responses indicated the top 
five choices to be 1) cabins/cottages, 2) apartments, 3)
townhomes, 4) granny flats/in-law suites, and 5) duplexes.

Question 1 of the Energy Systems Survey asks, “In your 
opinion, should Perry County encourage the development 
of an energy production facility?” Initial responses were 
57.7% Yes, 23.1% No, and 19.2% Uncertain/No Opinion (see 
pie chart at right).

If you haven’t participated yet, you’re encouraged to do so here before the May 12 deadline.

Do you feel additional county funds should go toward 
additional open space preservation to protect and 

preserve Perry County’s natural resources?

In your opinion, should Perry County encourage the 
development of an energy production facility within the 

county borders?

You’ll find many of our latest and 
archived meeting videos from the 
regional program, the Dauphin and 
Perry county planning commissions, 
HATS, the region’s Traffic Incident 
Management (TIM) teams, and more.

CLICK HERE TO EXPLORE!

Visit TCRPC’s YouTube Channel

https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/picture-perry
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmtaJIrO09RJRU6hCOUy_yw
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http://www.gibson-thomas.com
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TCRPC Staff 
Steve Deck, AICP 
Executive Director

sdeck@tcrpc-pa.org

Diane Myers-Krug, AICP
Associate Director

dkrug@tcrpc-pa.org

Andrew Bomberger, AICP
Transportation Planning 

Coordinator
abomberger@tcrpc-pa.org

Rishona Campbell
Administrative Assistant
rcampbell@tcrpc-pa.org

Jerry Duke, AICP
Dauphin County Planning 

Coordinator
gduke@tcrpc-pa.org

Jason Finnerty
Perry County Planning Coordinator

jfinnerty@tcrpc-pa.org

Timothy Jones
HPMS Coordinator/GIS Technician

tjones@tcrpc-pa.org

Alexa Korber
Planner

akorber@tcrpc-pa.org

Larry Portzline, APR
Communications Coordinator

lportzline@tcrpc-pa.org

Kyle Snyder, CFM
Planner

ksnyder@tcrpc-pa.org

Lauren Weaver
Planner

lweaver@tcrpc-pa.org

PUBLIC INFORMATION & PARTICIPATION
This newsletter is a primary means, other than such items as may be 
published on the TCRPC website or broadcast by the general media, 
by which information concerning the Regional and Transportation 
Planning programs is made available to the citizens and public of 
the Tri-County Region. It is distributed four times a year and has a 
circulation of over 2,000. The meetings of the Regional Planning 
Commission and the Harrisburg Area Transportation Study are open 
to the public. Persons who wish to receive issues of this newsletter, 
obtain other information or comment about the planning programs 
should email planning@tcrpc-pa.org.

The preparation and distribution of the TCRPC Newsletter is financed 
in part by grants from the U.S. Department of Transportation,

the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation,
and Dauphin and Perry counties.

www.tcrpc-pa.org Dauphin County Veterans 
Memorial Building,

Home of TCRPC

112 Market Street, 2nd Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-2015
(717) 234-2639

Tri-County Regional Planning Commission

REQUEST A PLANNING CONSISTENCY LETTER
Many grant/funding programs require applicants to 
submit a letter from their local, county or regional 
planning agency to confirm that a project is 
consistent with local plans.

Click here to request a planning consistency letter, 
or call the TCRPC office at 717-234-2639 for more 
information.

You may also email us at planning@tcrpc-pa.org.

mailto:sdeck%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:dkrug%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:abomberger%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:rcampbell%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:gduke%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:jfinnerty%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:tjones%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:akorber%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:lportzline%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:ksnyder%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:lweaver%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
mailto:planning%40tcrpc-pa.org%0D?subject=
http://www.tcrpc-pa.org
http://www.tcrpc-pa.org
https://www.tcrpc-pa.org/consistency-letter-links
mailto:planning%40tcrpc-pa.org?subject=
http://www.skellyloy.com/
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