
 
 
 
 

 

Jan. 15 Shine34 Winter Event at BAM! 
 
Jan. 21 “Ask Science Mike” Event 
 
Jan. 22 Shine56 Winter Event at SkyZone 
 
Jan. 29, Feb. 12 &19 

 Inquirers/New Members Classes 
 
Feb. 5 Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
Feb. 28 Shrove Tuesday 
 
Mar. 1 Ash Wednesday 

Upcoming Events 
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“Ask Science Mike”  
Live Recording at FPC 

January 21, 7:00 PM 
 

We are excited to host internet phenomenon and 

blogger Mike McHargue for an event which  

features a live recording of “Ask Science Mike.”  
 

Better known as “Science Mike,” McHargue is 

an author, podcaster, and speaker focused on  

the science behind spiritual experiences. Mike 

lost his faith via atheism as an adult, but  

rediscovered God in cosmology and neuro-

science—a journey that led to his life's mission: helping people reconcile their 

faith with modern science. 
 

Mike cofounded The Liturgists with Michael Gungor of the award winning 

band Gungor. Together they assembled a diverse cast of contributors including 

Rob Bell, Shauna Niequist, Amena Brown, Rachel Held Evans, Pete Holmes, 

Sleeping At Last, and All Sons and Daughters. Part of The Liturgists' work is  

a curiously popular podcast, The Liturgists Podcast. By examining topics 

through the lenses of science, art, and faith with a commitment to open, honest 

discussions, The Liturgists Podcast has attracted hundreds of thousands of  

listeners of remarkable diversity including not only a broad swath of  

Christianity, but also the religiously unaffiliated–including agnostics and atheists. 
 

Mike also hosts a weekly question-and-answer podcast called Ask Science 

Mike with over 250,000 monthly downloads. Ask Science Mike is a safe space 

for people to share questions they've always been afraid to ask about science, 

faith, and life. Mike also blogs on his website, in addition to writing for  

RELEVANT, Don Miller's Storyline, and BioLogos. 
 

Mike loves sharing ideas in person, and is an in-demand speaker at confer-

ences, churches, and colleges.  He's recently spoken to sold-out crowds in New 

York about the science of addiction, explained the science of storytelling at 

Storyline in Chicago, and shown people how Christianity can embrace the 

modern world at Belong in London. 
 

Mike lives in Tallahassee, FL with is wife Jenny and two beautiful daughters. 
 

Tickets for this event are available online at http://bit.ly/2bCWWsl and are 

$15. There will be a special meet and greet with a book signing after the event. 
 

All are welcome. 

You are Invited... 

 

Do you have questions about  
the Presbyterian Church? 

 

Are you thinking about 
becoming a member of  

First Presbyterian Church? 
 

Find out more about the  
beliefs and traditions  

of the Presbyterian church.  
To reserve your spot, contact 

Karen Nienhouse at  
842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org.  
Nursery and Sunday school  

are available. 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Helen LaVercombe, Shirley Hipwell, 
Kathy McCloskey, Sandy Teunis and  
Lynne VanderMeer 

   
Thank you: 
 “Our thanks to everyone at First  
Presbyterian Church for the prayers, 
phone calls, cards, and the beautiful 
prayer shawl Dick received during 
his recent neck surgery and recovery.” 

 

With grateful hearts,  
Dick and Jane Christy 

 
“I so appreciate everyone that sent 
cards, offered prayers, provided meals 
and drove me to doctor appointments 
during my recent convalescence due 
to my car accident and the loss of my 
mother. I am healing well and expect 
to be back to work around the first of 
the year. On December 10, I, along 
with members of my immediate  
family, laid my mother to rest in our 
hometown of St. Joseph. We will  
have a celebration of life gathering 
this summer.”  
              Sandie Enders  

“Thank you to the members of  
First Presbyterian for your continued  
support of Angel Tree. We were able 
to provide Christmas gifts to children 
from the Prison Fellowship and  
Salvation Army Angel Tree programs.  
 

All ages in the congregation took part 
in Angel Tree. The children made 
Christmas cards that included notes 
from incarcerated parents, and the 
youth groups delivered presents to 
families in Muskegon. 
 

Special thanks to the church office 
staff and the Angel Tree Committee.” 

Anne Guimond, Angel Tree Chair 

 
“Thank you to all those who ex-
pressed their thoughts and prayers to 
and for our family over the passing of 
our brother, uncle, and loved family 
member. The cards and prayers were 
truly felt.” 
      Bob and Robin Eidson and family 

 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our 
members and friends who are no longer able to 
come to church regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 
 

 

Jan. 18 Don Khodl 
15501 Harry Street 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Jan. 24 Carol Winton 
 1410 S. Ferry, G-7 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Feb. 6 Fern Mastenbrook 
Simmaron 
15255 Clovernook 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Chancel Flower Sponsorship 
 

Every Sunday our chancel is graced by beautiful flowers 
sponsored by church members, often in memory of a 
loved one or in celebration of any number of God’s gifts. 
If you would like to sponsor the flowers on February 5, 
please contact Sue Ochs at 231-780-3717 or 
s2123@aol.com to make arrangements. 

2017 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to 
the Presbytery each year for every 
member of our congregation.  
The amount for this year is $26.75 
 

Please prayerfully consider  
paying the per-capita amount for 
each person in your family who is 
a church member. Thank you! 
 

for FAQs, visit: http://
lakemichiganpresbytery.org/faq/per-capita/ 

Feb. 20 Ruth Edward 
Lakeshore Assisted Living 
16331 Robbins Rd. #14 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Feb. 28 Jean Wagner 
 Freedom Village 

145 Columbia Avenue #1270 
Holland, MI 49423 
 

Thank you: 
 Thank you to everyone in my  
 wonderful church family for all of  
the cards and prayers during my  
recent knee replacement surgery and 
recovery. I am also thankful for the 
comforting prayer shawl and the  
pastor visits. I am now doing physical 
therapy at home and recovery is  
going well.” 

Bob Kenrick 

Shrove Tuesday  

Pancake Dinner and  

“No-Talent” Talent 

Show  

Feb. 28, 2017 
 

Get your friends together and  

sign up to be part of the  

"no-talent" show.  

Contact Maryanne Beery  

at 842-6760, ext. 20, or 

mbeery@fpgh.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More details coming soon! 
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Tidings article deadline for February 2017 issue: January 18, 2017 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

From the Presbytery 

At its December 6, 2016 meeting,  

our presbytery, the Presbytery of 

Lake Michigan, voted to turn over the  

operation of its camp, Camp Green-

wood located near Gowen, to the 

Greenwood Ministry Association 

(GMA). For the past several years, 

Camp Greenwood has struggled. In 

2015, the presbytery formed a study 

team to evaluate the camp in the  

context of the presbytery. After nearly 

two years of study and prayer, the  

study team recommended turning the 

camp’s operation over to GMA.  

While GMA is a new entity, some of 

its key personnel operate Camp West-

minster on Higgins Lake near Ros-

common. Camp Westminster is a 

ministry of Westminster Church 

(PCUSA) in Detroit.   
 

The history of Camp Greenwood is 

included on its website, 

www.campgreenwood.org.   

Pastor Search Update 
from the Presbytery 

 
Please let me introduce myself to you. My name  

is Rev. Nancy Clodfelder. I am a member of the 

Lake Michigan Presbytery and serve on the  

Committee on Ministry (COM). During the past three years I have been the liaison from the Presbytery to the Grand  

Haven First Church.  As the liaison, I have also served as the Presbytery representative to your Pastor Nominating  

Committee (PNC). Your Interim Pastor, Rev. Linda Male, asked me to write a brief update about the progress of your 

PNC and their search for a new pastor as well as the Presbytery’s relationship with them during the search process. It is 

my understanding that you as a congregation have been patiently waiting, especially during this Advent Season, in hopes 

of hearing exciting news from the PNC. I admire your longing and your hope for the next chapter in your ministry.   
 

I imagine that some of you already know that your PNC has been hard at work for the last several months reading  

well over 100 Personal Information Forms (PIFs). The forms that are submitted by potential candidates for the  

position of senior pastor include things such as their work history, community service, other service to the church and  

denomination, professional development and references. There is a section that includes a narrative explaining their 

viewpoints, concerns, examples of accomplishments and experiences. There is also an area for hobbies, personal  

enjoyments, style of leadership and their ability to work as a team. It is quite involved, and your PNC has faithfully  

and prayerfully read them.   
 

At this time the PNC has narrowed the field down to just a few candidates that they are very interested in pursuing.  

Representatives of COM have met with a few of the candidates and at the same time have had background checks  

completed. The COM has interviewed your PNC to evaluate the process that the committee has taken in deciding  

whom they would like to call as their next pastor. As you can see, your Presbytery has been working right beside  

your PNC! 
 

There are still a few business and personal details that need to be worked out, but I expect that a decision will be made  

in the very near future. Please continue to pray for your PNC and the potential candidate whom God is preparing to be  

in your pulpit in 2017.   
 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

Nancy 

Camp Greenwood Update 

http://www.campgreenwood.org
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From the Desk of Rev. Jill VanderWal 

Joyful Noise Christian Childcare is 

asking for help in raising funds and 

materials for their annual literacy 

event hosted at Loutit District  

Library! The free event benefits  

underserved families and young 

children in the community with 

reading encouragement, age-appropriate books, and a pizza dinner!  

Financial contributions to the program are appreciated, as well as brand new 

infant board books, toddler books, and chapter books for older elementary  

children. Look for the book donation box next to the Joyful Noise Office,  

located in the lower level of First Presbyterian Church, or make a check  

payable to Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. Donations and book collections 

may be made until early March of 2017. 

Joyful Noise 

Pizza & Books Event 
 

Wednesday, March 15 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 

at the 
Loutit District Library 
Program Rooms A&B 

 

Join us for a book give-away, reading 
activities, and a free pizza dinner!  
 

This event is for children from  
infancy through 8 years old and  
their families.  
 

No registration is necessary—all are 
welcome! 

Each year I try to reflect on the gifts 

and lessons of the past year. It is  

helpful for me to get a sense of where 

I have been as I begin to consider 

what I hope for in the future. As I 

think about the growth and life I have 

seen at First Presbyterian Church this 

year, there are several things I find 

encouraging.  

First, I am so impressed with the  

integrity, depth, sincerity and  

generosity of the leadership at the 

church. Healthy leaders make for 

healthy churches. I am personally 

blessed by the staff, elders, deacons, 

committee members, PNC, Sunday 

school teachers, choir, and many  

others who lead here. You contribute 

life, depth and energy as you serve 

God and others in this church. The 

current leadership gives me hope for 

an inspired future.  

Second, as we spoke with our TAG 

consultant in May the word “family” 

continued to emerge as we discussed 

how we feel about First Presbyterian 

Church. When I think of a “family  

church” I tend to think of a  

34-member home church, not a 

church of 900 members—and I 

pushed back on this family church 

notion a bit. However, over the past 

year I have seen you all love one  

another, welcome new friends, grow 

between the two services, and grow as 

a church family through a transition 

time. It takes generosity and relational 

effort on the part of every person in 

the church community to maintain a 

family feel, and you all are good at it. 

Thank you for being who you are and 

for doing church as a family. This is a 

powerful witness.  

As I look to 2017 I thank you for how 

you and your family contribute to this 

church community. We are strong and 

dynamic in our diversity and I can’t 

wait for the new adventures that 2017 

will hold. Good things are happening.  

“Church is not an  

organization you join;  

it is a family where you 

belong, a home where you 

are loved and a hospital 

where you find healing.” 
 

 - Nicky Gumbel,  
Anglican Priest and Author 

Reflections and the Year Ahead 

Adult Education 

We have a nice selection of  
brand new books for sale  

in the church office.  
Come in and check them out! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Only $5.00 each! 
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“Make your light 

shine, so that 

others will see  

the good that  

you do and will 

praise your  

Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16 

From the Desk of Rev. Linda Male 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Welcome to 2017!! The New Year 

is here—time for looking both back-

ward and forward. Looking back we 

see good times and bad; looking 

forward we see good times and bad. 

So why is the turn of the year so 

important, and why do we celebrate 

and feel excited for each New Year 

as it comes? 
 

We Christians live with our feet in 

two countries. In the country of the 

Christ we have already celebrated a 

New Year beginning with Advent 

and preparations for the birth of our 

Savior Jesus Christ—Awaiting the 

Already. For us, looking back  

embodies looking forward. In the 

country of the United States of 

America and in much of the rest of 

the world we also prepare for 2017 

by looking back at 2016. The U.S. 

asks what can we learn from the 

past year that serves us as we enter 

the new one—are we awaiting the 

already or expecting something  

different?   

We have a common task in this 

congregation to balance those two 

citizenship allegiances, since they 

have more in common than we 

might see on the surface. However, 

and it’s a big HOWEVER, we have 

a first allegiance to our baptismal 

community. We share in the same 

baptism, unlike our communities  

in our cities, state, and country.  

U.S. citizenship binds us together  

in many ways, but baptism makes 

us one where no one is a stranger 

and no one is outcast. The best part 

of Advent is letting us pledge again 

our faithfulness to the God who 

loves us beyond measure. We have 

no such pledge to make in any other 

area of life. All our Christian  

pledges and promises are grounded 

in our baptismal event. 
 

Looking backward and forward in 

our lives outside of our community 

of faith gives us no assurance that 

promises made are promises kept. 

Outside our faith community there 

is no Leader willing to become one 

with us to give Himself for us.  

Truly, there is only the Christ  

country that deserves our full  

transformation from living for self 

to living for God. Each time we eat 

the bread and take the cup of the 

New Covenant we affirm our  

newness in Christ. 
 

Years come and years go, people 

come and people go, pastors come 

and pastors go, but the Word of God 

stands forever. The Word became 

flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen his glory (John 1:14a). 

Look back or look ahead—you will 

see God! 
 

Grace and peace,   
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Financial Update 

 
Financial Planning for 2017 

 
In preparation for our annual congregational meeting, February 5, 2017, the elders of the church 

along with the head-of-staff consider the current estimate-of-giving contributions and annual giving 

trends and then formulate a budget for the coming year. As of print, the estimate-of-giving total for 

2017 is $574,529; our budget for 2016 was over $900,000. This leaves a significant gap between  

anticipated giving and the budget in 2017. Thus we want to be transparent about the gap and elders 

have already set out to cut costs at a committee level. We are most grateful to those who have  

already turned in their estimate of giving cards for 2017 and as we look to put a faithful budget  

together we need everyone’s financial support of their church in order to balance the budget in the 

coming year.   

If you have never given, haven’t given in a while, or give every now and then, but not regularly, now 

is the time for ALL to participate in supporting the church’s mission and ministry. Giving is an act  

of  discipleship — a way of giving back to the church in gratitude for God’s many generous gifts to 

all of us.   

Sue VandenBosch, chair of the Generosity Committee, shared one of her favorite quotes about  

giving from Patrick Johnson who wrote an introduction in the book Generosity: Moving Toward Life 

That is Truly Life: 
 

 Generosity … what a simple, splendid word.  And how special it is to know that generosity is a 

 gift to us from the first and ultimate giver, God. From the very beginning He has unfolded 

 His sovereign plan of creation, love, grace, and salvation as an expression of His abundant  

 generosity, and He invites each one of us to participate in this with Him as He continues to move 

 through history. 

 Inside the soul of every Christian is a God-inspired desire for the generous life, for a life tailored 

 around His example of selflessness and sacrifice. We are all on a spiritual journey, and we are 

 all on a giving journey. Both are filled with growth and movement. We encounter times of  

 expansion. We transition away from the old to the new. We move forward in our generosity, 

 learning to give more and give more sacrificially.   

Take a new risk this year and commit to giving. You might just be surprised at how you too will 

grow through giving. It’s not too late to fill out and return an estimate-of-giving card — available at 

the Welcome Desk or the church office. You may also simply call the church office with what you 

wish to contribute in 2017, or complete the form online via the church website (fpgh.org) under the 

“Support FPC” tab. 

Thank you for your generosity, 
 

Sue VandenBosch  and Pastor Jill  
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

Shine56  
Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 

Shine56 is a time of food, fun and 
fellowship for all 5th and 6th graders 

and meets in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Youth Groups at FPC 

 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on  

Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets on  

Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship  Hall. 
 

Shine56 is our youth group for all 5th and 6th graders  

and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Contact Info: 
For the most up-to-date information on what’s happening in youth group,  

visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 
 

Follow us on Twitter: Roots FPGH: @Roots_FPGH 

   Vine FPGH: @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

 

Hand2Hand Ministries 
Volunteers Needed 

 

We are excited to announce that the Grand Haven Area Community  

Foundation has awarded the Hand2Hand Ministries program a grant that  

will allow them to expand the program into the Spring Lake Intermediate  

and Middle schools! 
 

With the opportunity to serve more students also comes the 

added need for volunteers to help deliver the filled back-

packs. We are looking for 4-8 people who are willing to 

make deliveries to the Spring Lake schools once a month.  

If you are able to help, please contact Rachel Cotton at 616-

402-1301 or Becky Yonan at 842-6760 or byonan@fpgh.org. 

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

The snow is still falling, but now is 
the time to think about registering 
for summer camp!  
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled to 
offer our "Camp Pathways Grant 
Program" to encourage all children 
from Kindergarten thru 12th 
grade to attend a Christian camp 
this summer. Each student who 
applies will receive grant money. 

This is not a need
-based program. 
 

Applications and 
more details are 
available at the 
Children's 

Ministries desk, or contact Becky 
Yonan at byonan@fpgh.org. 

 

Jan. 8 6:30-8:00 pm 

Jan. 15 6:30-8:00 pm 

Jan 22 SkyZone! 

Jan. 29 6:30-8:00 pm 

Shine34 & Shine56 
Winter Events! 

All 3rd and 4th graders  

are invited to a fun  

afternoon of laser tag,  

mini-bowling and arcade  

games at BAM! in Holland! 

 
When: January 15, 2017 

Time: 1-3:30 pm 

(parent drop off and  

pick up at church) 

Cost: free! 

RSVP: Becky Yonan 

byonan@fpgh.org 

All 5th and 6th graders are invited to 
an afternoon of bouncing at SkyZone  
in Grand Rapids! 

 

When: January 22 
Time: 12:30-4 pm 
(parent drop off and  
pick up at church) 

Cost: free! 
RSVP: Becky Yonan 

byonan@fpgh.org 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

January 2017 
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Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

Waking Up White, by Debbie Irving, offers a 

fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, manners, 

and tolerance. The author  

describes how her well-

intentioned mindset actually 

perpetuated her ill-conceived 

ideas about race. 
 

Come and hear a new per-

spective on the racial justice 

movement, and explore your 

own racialized ideas.  
 

The class is facilitated by church 

member George Barfield, and 

will be held in room 5 (in place 

of the Wired Word) through February. Books are 

available in the church office for $15. 

 

Launching Rockets: 17 Observations on 
Parenting, Podcast by Rob Bell 

Rob Bell explains how being overprotective and 
overly serious rob us of the joy 
of parenting. Rob and his wife 
Kristen have been in the 
trenches, and they speak from 
experience and decades of 
intentional parenting. They've 
learned not to take themselves 
too seriously, and both agree 
that enjoying our children is 
the most valuable gift we can give them. 
 

Class is facilitated by Becky Yonan and Jill 

VanderWal, and will meet in room 3. 
 

Both classes meet on Sunday mornings from 10-11 a.m.  

 

Check out our new adult education offerings on  

Sunday mornings beginning January 8! 


