
 

              
      

    
   
  

 
        

  
               

   
               

                 
 
         
               
                 

       
                 

    
              

              
   
               

      
             

  

  
 

  
 

 
  

             

          

        
           
      

    
           

         
     

        

            
                  

               

Demonstrate How to Communicate 
Module: Shared Reading 
Content Activity: Coach 

Big Idea: 
• Adults encourage and support communication and interaction. 

Guiding Statement: 
• As needed, I provide each of my students with the communication supports they are 

learning to use. 
Students learn to use language during shared reading by watching and/or listening to the ways 
adults talk about what they are reading. When reading adults not only read the text but they 
also: 

• label objects in the illustrations (e.g., This is a bike.). 
• talk about what is going on in the story (e.g., He is going fast!). 
• help students make connections to what is happening in the story (e.g., When we are on 

the track you make your wheelchair go fast!). 
• point out important features of the print (i.e., print referencing) (e.g., This is a c. Your 

name starts with c.). 
• explore the tactual components on the page (i.e., hand-under-hand to invite student to 

feel what is on the page) (e.g., This is a wheel. The bike has wheels.). 
Part 1 Directions: 
Read each comment and indicate the comment type it represents. (Words in bold print are 
available through Tar Heel Shared Reader communication symbols) 
Coach: Upper case words below, are words that are typically found on core vocabulary 
communication systems. 

Comment Label 
Objects 

Talk About 
Story 

Personal 
Experience 

Print 
Referencing 

Tom got ALL his friends to HELP. Or They HELP. •
Fun! YOU went to the beach! •
THAT is a big wheel. •
This word is bike, IT starts with a b (point to word 
and letter) •

HE is playing IN the 
dirt. YOU LIKE to play in dirt. •

We keep seeing this word. WHAT DO YOU think this 
says? •

THAT is a STOP sign. •
He must be really sad, LOOK HE is crying. •
In every book, make sure to vary the types of comments you make so that students do not 
unintentionally get the idea that there is only one right way to make a comment. 

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
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DEMONSTRATE HOW TO COMMUNICATE 2 

Part 2 Directions: 
Read the following scenario and then answer the questions. 

A adult reading partner has a class of students who are beginning communicators. Five 
students use speech, saying 1 or 2 words at a time to communicate their messages. One 
student is learning sign. She doesn’t use signs yet, but it is expected that this will be her mode 
of communication. The remaining 2 students are learning to use communication symbols and 
one of these students is blind. They each have a communication system at the table where 
everyone sits for shared reading. How does the adult reading partner support their 
communication and language development during shared reading? 

1. Before reading the page, the adult reading partner pauses and waits for students to 
look at the page and explore the braille and tactuals on the page allowing time for 
students to communicate if they choose. Then the adult reading partner reads the page 
and pauses and waits again to allow time for students to initiate communication. If they 
don’t, then the adult reading partner draws the students’ attention to the picture and 
tactuals by saying, “This is a bike. Feel the wheel”. Then makes a comment, “The bike 
can go.” After she says the word go, she signs go, and points to the communication 
symbol representing the word for one student and invites the other student to hop on 
and uses hand-under-hand to locate the braille symbol for go on her communication 
system. The adult reading partner is supporting communication and language by: 
(choose one) 

Demonstrating a simple comment her students are likely to understand. 

Demonstrating a comment in the same way her students would express it (e.g., 
speech, sign, symbol). 

Exploring the tactual components and using hand-under-hand as needed to 
invite the student to explore the braille and tactuals. 

Pointing out something in the book her students might be motivated to say 
something about. 

• All the above 

Coach Discussion: 
The adult reading partner addressed the big idea of making sure that all students needing 
AAC had access to their own communication systems. She used speech, signs, and 
symbols to address the various ways that her students communicated. By pointing out 
something interesting in the book, she gave them a possible reason to want to 
communicate with her or each other. Most beginning communicators don't know what to 
say about a book. By showing students how to make comments about the book, the adult 
reading partner is providing multiple opportunities on every page for students to figure 
out (1) they don't have to have a correct answer (2) they don't have to wait for someone 
to tell them what to say, and (3) they can have their own ideas about what to say. 
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DEMONSTRATE HOW TO COMMUNICATE 3 
2. One student says, “dog,” and the adult reading partner replies, “Dog, good dog.” Then 

she signs, good and uses hand-under-hand to explore the braille on the communication 
system the student is learning, and points to that communication symbol. She is 
supporting communication and language by: (choose all that apply) 

• Demonstrating how to expand the message for the speaking student. 

Correcting the student who used only one word when she spoke. 

• Expanding the student’s comment by demonstrating another sign and symbol 
for the students who use sign and communication symbols. 

Providing a model for the speaking student and asking her to repeat it. 

Exploring the braille on the student’s communication system. 

Coach Discussion: 
This adult reading partner effectively acknowledged what the student said by repeating 
“dog” and then showed her how to give even more information by adding, "good dog." 
Notice that the teacher didn't ask the student to repeat what she said or correct him in 
any way. She simply showed him how he could say more. Then she included the other 
students by signing, exploring, and pointing to the symbols they might use to say 
something similar. 

3. The adult reading partner reads the next page then says, “He can help” as she signs, 
HELP, and points to the communication symbols HE and HELP. She is supporting 
communication and language by: (choose one) 

Asking her students to answer the question, "How can he help?" 

Having students repeat the word, sign or symbol for help. 

• Demonstrating a comment in the same way her students would express it (e.g., 
speech, sign, symbol). 

Asking her students to answer the question, "Who can help?" 

Coach Discussion: 
Here again the adult reading partner shows students how they might communicate using 
speech, signs, and symbols. She does not ask them to answer questions about specific 
things in the story. Remember that one of the purposes for shared reading is helping 
students figure out how to communicate about a text. For beginning communicators 
questions can be a barrier to their participation. It isn't that we never ask a question, but 
they should be open-ended and rare so that we can maximize the likelihood students will 
communicate with us. 
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DEMONSTRATE HOW TO COMMUNICATE 4 
4. One of the students who uses communication symbols responds to the adult reading 

partner by pointing to the symbols, HE HELP. The adult reading partner replies, “Yes, he 
can help” and signs help and points to the communication symbols, HE CAN HELP. She 
is supporting communication and language by: (choose one) 

Asking the student to point to the symbols, he, can, help after she 
demonstrates. 

Helping the student touch the symbols by using hand-over-hand assistance. 

• Demonstrating how to expand the message for the students who use 
communication symbols or speech. 

All the above 

Coach Discussion: 
The adult reading partner shows the student how to say a more complete sentence or 
phrase, but also notice that she does not ask the student to repeat what she said or use 
hand-over-hand assistance to have students touch the symbols. For students to figure 
out what we are asking them to do, they must be cognitively engaged in the process. 
When we ask them to repeat or use hand-over-hand they don't have to think at all. 
They can just let you do it for them. We want to motivate students to interact and 
engage with the adult and the book so we point out things that might interest students, 
we offer to help them explore the braille or tactuals by using hand-under-hand, we 
show them how to make comments, and we provide a lot of wait time so they can 
figure out what they would like to say. 
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